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NABANEETA DEV SEN

o here we are again with

our autumn harvest. Let

me confess that I never
did like the name of our journal.
It bothered me that our Alumni
Association’s publication should
be called Autumn Annual. It
sounds sad, as if you are winding
up, getting ready for winter,
preparing for the end.

There could be two reasons
behind the journal’s name: either
it is supposed to appear every
autumn, or it belongs to people
in their autumn years. Well,
Autumn Annual usually appears
in January, around the 20th, the
old students’ Reunion Day. So it is
probably not meant for autumn,
as a seasonal product. Oh well.
There is no denying it: we are
all getting older. Some of us are
also getting pretty old. But why
should the warm space treasured
by the Presidency College old boys
and girls the world over focus on
personal autumns? Besides, our
journal belongs as much to the
fresh young alumni as to those of
us who graduated half a century
ago. So most of us are in our spring
and summer, at least in spirit.

But this is Bengal, and autumn
does not herald a white, shivering,
lonely winter for us. It could just
be a period of shedding yellow
leaves to make space for the
green, like ex-students make way
for new students. Or, it could
be the time for nabaanna, for
peethey-paayesh — autumn is
harvest time, too. That’s okay
then. I already feel at peace with
the rather unusual title of our
journal.

As we step forward — especially
with age — we tend to look
backwards, which has more on
offer than what lies ahead. It
is time to check our personal
balance-sheets. As an annual
exercise it can be quite exciting
when so many of us share our
stories, our ideas, our work and
our reminiscences on these pages.
Autumn Annual is a fine tribute to
a season of wisdom. It’s a gentle,
reassuring voice telling you who
you are.

Hence I return to my opening
statement. We bring you our
autumn harvest for 2012, with
much warmth and good wishes for
a long, healthy and active future.
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Take care, and let us stay close to
our college mates as long as we
can!

Incidentally, there is something
bothering me. Nowthat Presidency
College is not a college anymore
but Presidency University, how
do we associate ourselves with
the future students of the present
institution? Since we happen to be
both Calcutta University Alumni
and Presidency College Alumni
at the same time, we cannot be
Presidency University Alumni.
Just Presidency Alumni, may be?
What do you think?

As you know, our journal is bi-
lingual. In this issue, a third of
the contributions are in Bangla.
Sadly, though, Autumn Annual
does not have an alternative title
in Bangla, neither a Rabindrik
Hemantika or Haimanti, nor
a simple, no-nonsense name
like Hemanter Pata (Autumn
Leaf/Page) or Hemanter Patra
(Autumn Letter/Leaf). Hence,
I felt the journal demanded its
editorial in English — not in
Bangla — to go with its English
language identity.

But I firmly believe that all of
us in the Alumni Association
should feel free to write what
we want and in whichever
language we want — in our
Autumn Annual. After all, this
is our personal space for self-
expression, and not an academic
journal which needs a different
kind of editorial discipline and
readership awareness. The only
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criterion is that the piece should
match the expected aesthetic
and intellectual standard of the
Presidency College Alumnus.

This year we proudly offer 30
articles. One is a very special
piece, a reprint from the
Centenary volume. Of the rest
ten are in Bangla and nineteen
in English. The topics vary from
Lord Curzon’s Paean to Calcutta
to Higgs-Boson, Dwijendralal
and Rabindrasangeet, while
memories of our college life travel
from Presidency College to Lady
Margaret Hall.

We need to thank the magazine
sub-committees, including the
publication group, the Editorial
Board and the crucially important
advertisement raising group.
And a big thank you to all our

advertisers!

In the Editorial Board, several
members shared the basic
editorial work, going through
the articles and  making
preliminary selections. Among
them Shyama Prasad Mukherjee,
Uma Dasgupta, Prasad Ranjan
Ray, Bishwanath Das, Ujjal
Chowdhury, Ayan Basu, Aneek
Chatterjee and Jishnu Dasgupta
need special mention. And we are
also thankful to all our friends
for the photographs that were
collected and submitted on time.

The heaviest, back-breaking
editorial organising has been
done by Rupa Bandyopadhyay,
quietly, from behind the scenes.
Her disciplined mind and gentle
tenacity allow people to give
their best, which makes this
journal possible every year. She
is ably supported by a team which
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includes, among others, Surya
Sankar Chaudhuri, Gopa Datta,
Milan Bhowmik, Amitava Sinha
and Shyamashree Sen.

Sadly, like other alumni
associations, we too have our
moments of mourning. Every
year, when we meet, among the
faces absent are some that would
from now on be missing forever.
This year too we have lost some
of our very dear friends. Among
them were Jnanabrata Mukherji,
Pradip Kumar Gangopadhyay and
Pranab Kumar De. Our heartfelt
condolences to their families.

We wish you all a peaceful 2013,
blessed with good health and
much happiness!

Alumnus (English/1954-56)

About Ourselves

MALABIKA SARKAR

Vice Chancellor, Presidency University

welve months have gone
I by since I wrote my first
‘About Ourselves’ for the
Presidency Autumn Annual. It has
been an incredible year, with so
much happening, a new university
taking shape on the foundations
of a nearly two hundred year old
institution. It is a challenging task
for all of us, but at the heart of it
all is the comforting, sustaining
thought that what abides, through
all these changes, is the spirit of
Presidency that we all recognize.

Between May and November
2012, more than 120 faculty
selections have been made.
Distinguished subject experts
from across India spent time
at Presidency to select its first
faculty. The result is a wonderful
mix of old and new. Many teachers
of Presidency College were
selected for faculty positions at
Presidency University. Inevitably,
some were not and will be moving
to other colleges. Applications
had been received online as
well as through conventional
processes and interviews included
many conducted through video
conferencing. Amongst the faculty
selected some are Presidency
alumni but many are not, some
are moving from post-doc
positions at premier universities

in the US and other countries,
others from other universities
and institutions in India. Some of
the new professors have moved
from top positions in their field,
international as well as national.
Three foreign nationals have been
selected, and it is hoped they will
join soon. This transparent, merit-
based selection of Presidency
University’s first faculty has
ensured that the best available
talent has been invited to join this
institution. Excellence in higher
education is being much debated
both in this city and throughout
the country. In this context, the
faculty recruitment process of
Presidency University has been
recognized nationally as a unique
model that has strengthened the
foundations of excellence at this
university.

In putting all of this together, I
have received great support from
my office, the small team of young,
talented, dedicated assistants who
have worked far beyond normal
‘office hours’ to make what has
been achieved in the few short
months possible. During the year,
the administration of Presidency
University has been strengthened
with the addition of three new
officers — Registrar, Controller
of Examinations, and Dean of
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Students — whose capability,
dynamism and integrity have
earned them respect from
students, faculty and the non-
teaching staff.

Presidency today demands a huge
commitment from its outstanding
faculty. While the intellectual
atmosphere is vibrant, the state
of the infrastructure is anything
but inspiring. Classrooms and
faculty offices in the main building
need to be renovated and made
dust-free. Two new wings need
to be built in continuation of the
existing two wings of the main
building, creating the quadrangle
that it was always meant to be,
so that classrooms and other
facilities can be accommodated.
The majestic Baker Building,
which will be celebrating its
centenary in 2013, needs urgent
repairs.  Generous  research
funding has been promised from
funding agencies, but until the
infrastructure is attended to,
these funds cannot be utilized. We
urgently need financial support.
This can only come from alumni
and well-wishers as brick and
mortar funding is not available
from those who fund research.
If you look at the Presidency
University website, you will find
details of funding opportunities.
Whatever be the quantum of your
contribution, it will be gratefully
received and acknowledged in
the fund that the Presidency
University Council chose to name
the ‘Presidency University Vice
Chancellor’s Fund for Excellence’.
I appeal to all alumni and well-
wishers for help at this critical
hour. I know I can count on your
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generosity and your commitment
to Presidency.

There have been several high
points in the life of Presidency
this year. In January, Professor
Joseph Stiglitz, Nobel Laureate in
Economics, delivered the Dipak
Banerjee Memorial Lecture to a
packed audience in the Derozio
Hall. On 31 January, 2012,
the Royal Society of Chemistry
presented a plaque to Presidency
in honour of Acharya Prafulla
Chandra Ray — the first time that
such a plaque was offered outside
Europe — in recognition of his
pioneering work in Chemistry.
In July 2012, Professor Ashoke
Sen, alumnus and the youngest
FRS in India, member of the
Presidency Mentor Group and the
Presidency University Council,
was awarded the inaugural Yuri
Milner Fundamental Physics
Prize in recognition of his work
in the field of String Theory. On
15" September 2012, IEEE of
the United States presented a
milestone plaque to Presidency —
its first in India — in recognition of
Acharya Jagadish Chandra Bose’s
work in the field of millimetre wave
propagation. These instances of
international  acknowledgment

of  Presidency’s intellectual
wealth are truly inspiring. Not
surprisingly, the Vice Chancellor
of Oxford University, Professor
Andrew Hamilton, chose to host
a reception jointly with me at
Presidency University on 24%
March 2012, an event attended
by Oxford alumni of eastern
India together with members of
Presidency University. And on 29t
November, 2012, Trinity College,
Dublin, the top wuniversity in
Ireland, with a prestigious position
in the international rankings of
universities, signed an MOU with
Presidency University for faculty
exchange, student exchange, and
research collaborations.

Writing ‘About Ourselves’ in the
Autumn Annual of Presidency is a
sharing of thoughts, of hopes and
anxieties, among those who will
understand this crucial moment
in the history of this great
institution. I dare to hope that
the first few critical steps we have
taken in the past year have been in
the right direction.

Let me share with you my
aspirations for the year ahead.
Presidency has acquired a second
campus, a ten-acre corner plot
at Rajarhat, on the way to the
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airport. Plans will have to be made
for this second campus with the
hope that it will be ready by 2017,
the bicentenary year. But it is the
College Street campus, the heart
of Presidency for all of us, which
should first be attended to, both to
preserve its heritage status and to
enhance its efficiency in teaching
and research. As that happens, we
hope to achieve excellence in the
sciences — the physical sciences,
the life sciences, the mathematical
sciences, and the earth sciences —
and in the humanities and social
sciences. There are no plans to
venture into management or
law or any other new field. We
must focus on our strength areas,
concentrating our intellectual
resources and our funding on
developing these and taking them
to the highest levels possible.

With the commitment of
Presidency’s outstanding faculty
and officers, and the involvement
and academic merit of its students,
perhaps the moment is not too
far away when Presidency will
be recognized as one of the finest
universities in the country.

Alumnus (English/1965-68)

Dwijendralal
The Patriot, Poet,
Dramatist

DILIPKUMAR ROY

what  Dwijendralal  was
wont to quote often with his
heart’s endorsement:

SIR WALTER SCOTT wrote

Breathes there the man with soul
so dead

Who never to himself hath said,
“This is my own my native Land !

Whose heart hath ne’er within
him burned

As home his footsteps he hath
turned

From wandering on a foreign
strand ?’

Dwijendralal loved these lines
as he was a lover of India from a
child. With years this love grew
into a grande passion, so much
so that he could never take it
lying down when the sahibs of
those days slashed, as they often
did gratuitously, at all that India
stood for.

To give one or two instances.

He sailed for England on a State
Scholarship in 1885, a youth of

twenty-two, in a ship chock-full
of Anglo-Indians. He wrote about
his experiences while “wandering
on a foreign strand” to his elder
brother, which were published
serially in Calcutta in 1886,
entitled Bilat Prabasir Patra,
that is, Letters of a Sojourner in
England.

Here is an excerpt from his first
letter :

A sahib said once to me aboard the
steamer : ‘The Hindu religion is all
bunkum’.

‘Why ?” 1 asked, ‘Because’, he
replied, ‘Your God is an idle idol’.

I retorted: ‘Your religion is
grotesque’

‘How do you mean ?’ he roared,
stung.

‘Tmean,” I answered placidly, ‘Your
God is nothing if not incompetent
and frail into the bargain. For it
not only took His Omnipotence six
long days instead of one to create
this world, but He got so dead
tired thereafter that He actually
had to rest, in order to recoup, for
full twenty-four hours’.

The sahib left in high dudgeon.
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“On another occasion,”
Dwijendralal reports, “another
sahib, a perfect John Bull, said to
me : I should like to see how you
Indians would fare if we left you
suddenly in the lurch and some
other nation came and ground you
all to dust’.

I smiled and rejoined: “And I, for
myself, should like to see how you
Englishmen would be starving if
you quitted India’.

He sniffed and bantered: ‘You are
a full-fledged patriot, aren’t you ?’

Ireplied: ‘I can’t claim such a high
title’.”

But he could claim it, and with
truth, for ever, since his boyhood
days he had been an ardent lover
of the India of Krishna, Buddha,
Sri Chaitanya, Sankaracharya and
galaxy of saints, not to mention the
India of heroes like Rana Pratap,
Guru Govinda and others about
whom he wrote passionately in a
sheaf of poems entitled Aryagatha
(Songs of the Aryans) in 1882,
then a bare stripling of nineteen.

In his next book of poems entitled,
Lyrics of Ind (published in London
in 1886 and praised generously by
the poet Edwin Arnold) he wrote,
an idealistic patriot-poet of twenty
three :

o dear Bharat: my beautiful
maiden!

o sweet Ind! Once the queen of the
world!

But the dominant note of his
patriotism was love and reverence
for all that had made India truly
great. He held no truck with
the cheap braggadocio of the
chauvinist who looks on other
races with his “holier-than thou”
attitude of self-superiority. He
aspired, indeed, to build India on
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the rock of her eternal spiritual
traditions which made him write
later

India, my India, where first
humankind awoke to heavenly
light,

All Asia’s holy place of
pilgrimage, great Motherland of
might!

World-mother, first giver to
humankind of philosophy and
sacred love!

Knowledge thou gavest to man,
Godlove, works, art, religion’s
opened door.

(Sri Aurobindo’s translation)

He cherished the immemorial
India whose soul stood for
Godlove and dharma, brotherhood
and living in harmony with
all sentient creatures. And he
admired our great past, not to
rest on our laurels, but to build
greater monuments of human
achievement. He castigated all
his life every type of jingo and
braggart among our countrymen.
But he did believe that India
stood, first and last, for God-
realisation and divine humanism,
compassion and  tolerance,
largeness and generosity.

That is why he sang in the last
song he wrote a few days before
his death (May 17, 1913):

o even with all that grandeur
dwarfed or turned to bitter loss
and maim,

How shall we mourn who are
thy children and can vaunt thy
mighty name ?....

Before us still there floats the
ideal of these splendid days of
gold,

A new world in our vision wakes.
Love’s India we shall rise to
mould.

This spirit of flame-pure love
glowed flickerlessly in his heart all
his life. That is why even when in
England he was yearning to live
for love, as against hatred, and
wrote in his Lyrics of Ind :

No better heaven than when men
love us,

And when we love our brothers
well;

A life both hating and deserted,
Why, that is torment, that is Hell.

But he was not only a patriot but
a poet as well. That is why his
first love was Shakespeare, to be
followed by Shelley and Keats,
Wordsworth and Browning. His
poet-heart simply thrilled to the
supreme beauty of English poetry.
He wrote ecstatically in his Preface
to Lyrics of Ind :

Whereas the one (India) makes
poetry of religion, the other
(England) makes a religion of
poetry.

If T had space I would have loved
to give here long excerpts from
his heart-warming dramas to
substantiate my thesis that he had
imbibed, while in England, the
best elements of English culture
to enrich his loyal Indian soul,
the rich soul of a minstrel of the
highest values, of the Spirit. But
since that is not possible, I shall
confine myself to quoting from
two of his soul-stirring dramas:
one in verse (Sita) and the other
in prose (Mevar-patan), as they
achieved, at their loftiest, almost
the peak of poetic utterance.

The earlier drama, whose theme
was Sita’s immaculate devotion
to Rama, was written in 1902.
Its message was that love is the
culmination of the aspiration
of humanity to transcend its
human limitations. In the drama,
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Vasishtha — Rama’s Guru — avers
that the King’s love for Sita must
be subordinated to his duty (as a
king) to keep her in exile. He asks
Valmiki somewhat sententiously:
“Prem na kartovya barho: Which
is greater — love or duty.”

You asked, Sage, which is greater:
love or duty ?

I am unlettered: I hold love
supreme.

Love’s the pathfinder: duty
follows her lead.

Love is the Queen: duty her
orderly.

'Tis she lays down the law: he
only obeys.

Love’s no chimera nor a delirious
dream

Of fantasy: she is Truth and
Holiness;

Nor parleys ever with falsehood.
She would only

Consort with dharma - never
house with sin.

Does not this universe proclaim
love’s rule?

Is not the Maker and Pilot of the
world

A Being of love? Is not our
civilization

Built on the one plinth of love?
Her will cements

The marriage of soul with soul
and new-makers life.

Duty is a dumb, prone, frozen,
hard and amorphous

Stone from the quarry which only
love, the sculptress,

Can chisel into flawless forms.
One is

A bare skeleton which the other
drapes

With the garb of flesh and hues.
Upon dead twigs

Love sprouts in all-fulfilling
blooms and foliage.

To the scorched earth she comes
caressing as night,

With her trail of cooling breeze
and virgin dear;

On the brooding brow of care she
lights as sleep

With soft footfall. Duty greater
than love?

Behold: this beautiful world’s
aflower with love !

Tis she makes the unwalled blue
diaphanous.

In love still rise the myriad
rapturous stars,

Great sun rains warmth, fair
moon her silver laughter,

The rivers flow and cascades sing
and dance,

Green bowers sway with termless,
lovelit blossoms.

In darkness ’tis love holds the
candle of vision,

The world’s unfathomed agonies
are redeemed

By the Elysian music of love’s
lyre.

I can still recapture the quiver
that tingled through my blood
whenever, before an enraptured
audience, he recited this paean to
Love, his voice half-choked with
emotion. When he once played
the role of Valmiki on the stage
it sounded like a temple-hymn
whose magic cadence throbbed
on even when his lovely voice had
trailed off into silence.

I will end with an excerpt
from my own translation of
his greatest drama in prose,

Mevar-patan, which is published
by the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan
under the title, Fall of Mevar.

The drama rises in a crescendo
from flaming patriotism,
through clash of warring human
insistences, to the summit of God-
intoxicate vision of the One World.
But, alas, the poet-dramatist asks,
how could such a world come
into being if we continue to stave
it off with our suicidal hatred
and passions, our power-puffed
slogan-building and unashamed
exploitation of the weak?

Today we are celebrating the
centenary of the advent of one
of India’s noblest sons, a lover
of man and God and, above all, a
dreamer of the new India that is
going to rise out of the ashes of
bygone India, like the mythical
Phoenix, with the light of morning
in her eyes. At such a time we
could best pay our homage to the
idealist in him only by singing
with him, with our heart’s staunch
allegiance, his message of peace
and fraternity, God-rapture and
dharma:

Shed tears, O brothers, now no
more,

Nor sigh: “Our freedom’s gone !”

Sing, sing from manhood’s
pinnacle:

“We’ll live for Truth alone.”

Wherefore would you the others
blame ?

First your small egos learn to
tame;

Not for others are we fallen:

“Tis falsehood holds us down.

The reference to the centenary of Dwijendralal may have been a slip on the part of
Dilipkumar Roy since centenary year of Presidency College was 1955, eight years prior

to centenary of Dwijendralal
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Sing, sing from manhood’s
pinnacle:

“We’ll live for Truth alone”.

All over the world two forces
battle:

Darkness affronting Light.

Aligned with Heaven’s own
radiant legion

Defy Hell’s hordes of Night.
There’s no alien, there’s no foe:
All all are friends incognito:

The unfrontiered earth’s your
cradle and home:

The house of self disown.

Sing, sing from manhood’s
pinnacle:

“We’ll live for Truth alone”.

If you would slay, the abysmal
gloom,

Waken Love’s Sun within

And in its new Dawnrise behold:
All hail you as their kin!
Affianced to your sentinel soul,

With God on high as the Gleaming
Goal,

Disclaim the cry of race and
clime,

For you belong to none

But the Lord of Love and Truth —
so sing :

“We’ll live for Him alone”.
PRESIDENCY COLLEGE

CENTENARY VOLUME, 1955
(Published in 1956)

Alumnus (1913-18)
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The Oxford Story

AMITA DAS

ach time I think of Oxford
EI am reminded not just of

Mathew Arnold’s immortal
verses but also of another poet,
Tickell, who described the
grandeur of the University in
the following words: “Oxford!
the goddess muse’s native
home / Inspir’d like Athens and
adorn’d like Rome.” Truly, as
one approaches this spectacular
University town, it is impossible
not to be impressed by its
magnificent towers, domes and
spires which rise majestically out
of the neighbouring countryside,
a horizon of undulating green
which, even today, survives the
onslaught of modern technology.

My years at Oxford as a
postgraduate student of History
gave me a unique opportunity to
learn and contemplate. It was a
tremendous culture change but
I immediately liked my College,
Lady Margaret Hall, an institution
founded in 1878 to commemorate
Lady Margaret Beaufort, mother
of King Henry VII. A stone and
brick building designed in the
French Renaissance style, the
college was founded by Edward
Stuart Talbot, sometime warden of
Keble College and his wife Lavinia.
Their symbol, two Talbot dogs,
are featured in the College Coat of
Arms. So are a portcullis, symbol
of Lady Beaufort, and a bell. The

last named item represents the
Wordsworth family. Elizabeth
Wordsworth, grand-niece of the
poet, was the first Principal of
Lady Margaret Hall. The College
is set in manicured lawns rolling
down to the Cherwell. I had aroom
all to myself on the ground floor
of the Deneke wing with a view of
the garden. The room included a
bed, a chest of drawers, a writing
desk and an armchair. The Vice
Principal, Miss K.M. Lea, was my
“moral tutor” which meant she
kept a tab on my work as well as
my “well-being.” Lady Margaret
Hall was initially meant for the
education of women. Since 1979,
it has become co-educational.

Weekly seminars were the way
to go for postgraduate Oxford
scholars. My subject being
colonial history, I was part of a
group whose fields of research
were similar to mine. We worked
under Dr C.C. Davies, the noted
historian, who specialised in the
period of Indian history under
Warren Hastings and the North
West Frontier. Each of us would in
turn be assigned to present a paper
on his/her subject of research and
the topic would then be thrown
open for discussion. They were
lively sessions involving much
intellectual jousting. The rest of
the time was spent in libraries and
attending lectures of one’s choice.
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My work took me frequently
to the India Office Library in
London, where the food served
in the canteen was reputed to be
“the worst in the British Empire”
and also to the National Library
in Edinburgh, Scotland, where
the Minto Papers had just been
opened. At Oxford you have to be
extremely enterprising not to be
hard working! Dr Davies took a
keen interest in all his students, as
did Prof Harlow and Dr Madden
who talked about the methodology
of historical research and aspects
of British Colonial History at the
Commonwealth History Seminar
to those of us who attended these
sessions. Life was challenging but
exciting and, needless to add, I fell
in love with the beauty of Oxford
and the surrounding countryside.
I felt very privileged to be where
I was.

I recall two memorable occasions
whileIwasastudent at Oxford. The
first was the visit of the reigning
monarch, Queen Elizabeth II, to
Lady Margaret Hall, when she
was invited to inaugurate the new
Library building. The second,
in my final year, was the visit of
independent India’s first Prime
Minister, Jawaharlal = Nehru.
Nehru addressed the Oxford
Union and spoke for almost an
hour. Later, he mingled with the
students and shook hands with
a few of us who had gathered
backstage to greet him.

I returned to Oxford a few years
later ona Nuffield Fellowship.Iwas
attached to the Commonwealth
Institute in London to contribute
to its redevelopment plans and
to study new ideas and concepts
on museum design and historical
displays. British museum
technology = had  undergone
revolutionary changes in terms

of sites, audio visual effects, and
three dimensional models. One of
the reasons which prompted me to
study these displays was to try and
incorporate a few ideas for the
permanent exhibition on India’s
history “The Discovery of India,”
spanning over 5,000 years, which
I was coordinating at the Nehru
Centre in Mumbai. Some of the
more memorable visits were to
the Yorvick Museum in York built
on the archaeological dig of an old
Viking settlement, the Canterbury
Tales display in Canterbury which
brought to life Chaucer’s immortal
epic, the Natural History Museum
and the Victoria & Albert Museum

gathering at the beginning of
Michaelmas Term and ends with
a gallery highlighting Oxford’s
famous women, including Indira
Gandhi, Margaret Thatcher, and
Benazir Bhutto. In-between are
lifelike displays of students and
teachers in various occupations
with realistic dioramas, lighting
and sounds harking back to the
14" and 15" centuries and beyond.
About this time, Oxford became
notorious for granting asylum to
the Lollards, a heretical sect which
challenged the basis of medieval
Christianity. In the 16% century,
Archbishop Cranmer, and Bishops
Ridley and Latimer, the -chief

I recall two memorable occasions while | was a
student at Oxford. The first was the visit of the reigning
monarch, Queen Elizabeth Il, to Lady Margaret Hall,
when she was invited fo inaugurate the new Library
building. The second, in my final year, was the visit
of independent Indlia’s first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal
Nehru. Nehru addressed the Oxford Union and spoke

for almost an hour

in London, the Burrell Collection
in Glasgow, and many others in
Britain.

Inevitably, my work brought me
to my old University where a new
permanent exhibition depicting
the story of Oxford had been
set up to inspire students and
visitors alike. It was the Nuffield
Foundation’s newest gift to the
University in partnership with the
Heritage Trust of England with
three dimensional exhibits which,
with the help of a portable recorder
and earphones, enables the visitor
to travel through 800 years of
Oxford’s history in about an hour.
The journey begins at a Freshers’

protagonists of Protestantism,
were imprisoned at Oxford and
later burnt at the stake. “Be of
good courage, Master Ridley and
play the man, for we shall this day
light such a candle by God’s grace
in England as I trust shall never
be put out.” These words echo
through Oxford’s halls to mark the
end of an era and the beginning
of another. An iron cross in the
middle of Broad Street marks the
spot where the fatal fires were lit.

During the reign of the Protestant
Queen Elizabeth I it became
fashionable for the English gentry
and aristocracy to send their
sons to Oxford as preliminary
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to a career in politics and the
civil service. Learning flourished
until the Civil War in 1642 when
teachinglargely ceased and Oxford
became a Royalist stronghold.
Oxford’s colleges gave their gold
and silver to King Charles I to
be melted down and minted as
coins to pay for the war. All this
is vividly shown in the exhibition.
Victorian and Edwardian England
also come to life as we journey
through Oxford’s past. In the final
displays we come face to face with
the Methodists, Gladstone, Harry
Mosely, father of nuclear physics,
not to speak of the leisured
lifestyles of the young Edwardian
upper classes who came to the
University to study.

Outside the walls of the “Oxford
Story”, the real Oxford continues
to live and breathe as it did
generations ago: the Oxford of
scholars and townspeople, of
young lovers and champagne,
proctors and discreet scouts. We
stood back and watched the new
generation of undergraduates,
young men and women, going
briskly about their business. It
was the end of Trinity Term and
“Schools”, the Final Examinations
had just begun. At this time the
wearing of “subfuscs” or the
formal academic dress including
a cap and gown, is still obligatory.
Sometimes a rose or carnation is
worn in buttonholes for luck. But if
all this looks and sounds like some
street opera, the fun really starts
after “Schools.” Oxford bursts
out with parties, concerts, plays
and picnics and many colleges
host formal Balls. The college
gardens bloom adding colour
to the stately grey and gabled
buildings. College cooks, butlers,
and their assistants gear up to
produce their best to live up to
the reputation of their respective
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institutions. On this occasion I
went along to my College Gaudy,
an annual get together of alumni
usually in June, with Pradip and
my friend Verna. Tea was laid out
in the garden where the flowering
trees and flower beds provided a
riot of colour. I met a few of the
alumni some of whom were in
college in the 1920s. After tea
we walked through the adjoining
University Parks under sycamore
and silver birch trees, past the
cricket ground where Pataudi and
Abid Ali had earned their “Blues.”
The rest of the afternoon was

spent chasing clouds on a punt.

My other notable experience was
dining at the High Table at St
Anthony’s at the invitation of Dr
Tapan Raychaudhuri, a Fellow
of St Anthony’s. Including Jan
Morris, the writer who had come
into focus by a sex change, we
were a group of twelve. I recall
the four course gourmet meal,
each served with a different wine
from the College cellar. This was
followed by coffee out of a silver
service in the College basement,
to the accompaniment of dessert
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and liqueur in sparkling crystal.
Conversation  flowed  easily
ranging from Jan Morris’s latest
book to India’s development
plans. We parted company at
midnight.

I left Oxford not with a little
nostalgia, clinging as I always
seem to do, to the memory of
its dreaming spires and the
timelessness that is forever the
magic of this University town and
somehow, intrinsic to it.

Alumnus (History/1954- 58)

Globalisation

ARABINDA RAY

lobalisation has been a
Gbuzzword on everybody’s

lips for some time now. It
is used to explain why economic
growth is taking place at the
present rate and, with equal
conviction, it is used to explain
the growth of poverty elsewhere.
It explains the availability of
hitherto unknown products in
certain markets and the growing
knowledge of the world without
traveling.

The modern craze with the word
began with the explosion in the
field of connectivity — both physical
and representative. Globalisation,
in principle, had existed from the
earliest days of mankind when the
descendants of Lucy spread out all
over the world; when Phoenician
sailors looked for products to buy
from and sell to distant lands.
When over one millennium ago
spices from Malacca and Timor
Islands passed through several
seas and countries to arrive in
Rome it was globalisation in
operation just as the voyage of
Columbus and the serendipitous
discovery of America was. When
a few persons sitting in London
could rule over the destinies of
millions spread all over the world
globalisation operated in principle
— if sometimes iniquitously.
An idealistic globalisation was
assiduously sought in Wendell
Willkie’s “One World” in the midst
of the Second World War.

However, one has to get away
from semantics and appreciate the
realities of today’s globalisation.
When we see it in terms of the
movement of human beings
and products across national
boundaries we are really looking
at a change in terms of degree
and not in a qualitative sense.
Today’s globalisation is different
because of the easy, seamless,
instant flow of information which
the revolution in the electronic
world has brought about
which made Thomas Friedman
famously declare the world to
be flat. It was accompanied by
faster and ever faster means
of locomotion. Against these
wondrous achievements which
make us committed devotees of
“globalisation” there are some
much overlooked facts which
Pankaj Ghemawat - earlier of
Harvard and now at the IESE
Business School in Spain (who
married the daughter of our
distinguished alumnus botanist,
Sandhya Ghosh, later Mittra)
— points out in his recent book
World “3.0”.

According to Ghemawat many
indicators of global integration
are surprisingly low. Only 2%
of students are at universities
outside their home countries and
only 3% of people live outside
their country of birth. Only 7% of
rice is traded across borders. Only
7% of the directors of S&P 500
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companies are foreigners; only 1%
of all American companies have
any foreign operation. Exports are
equivalent to only 10% of global
GDP.

He goes on to add that, contrary
to popular perception, some of the
most vital arteries of globalisation
are badly clogged : air travel is
restricted by bilateral treaties and
ocean shipping is dominated by
cartels.

If movement of people is to
be taken as a trend towards
globalisation there has been
nothing to match in recent years
the massive emigration of the Irish
and the Norwegians a century
ago. There were no visas to worry
about in those days. Today the
world spends $88 billion a year on
processing travel documentation
and in a tenth of the world’s
countries a passport costs more
than a tenth of the average annual
income.

Capital, it is true, moves across
international borders far more
voluminously and rapidly than it
ever did before. Acquisitions of
assets by foreigners is certainly
a sign of global integration
as is the outsourcing of data
processing. However, when it
comes to manufacturing there is
probably a check and reverse flow
in the offing. Boston Consulting
Group feels that the advantages
of labour arbitrage which
primarily encouraged American
manufacturers to go international
are now diminishing and it is in
theirinteresttobring manufacture
back home and concentrate on
improving productivity instead.

However, there can be no
disagreement about the
miraculous advances that
have been made in the field of
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instant communication through
internet, satellite telephoning,
digital photography and a host
of such modern inventions. If
by “globalisation” we refer to
these which have now invaded
our daily lives, that would be
quite appropriate. The ready
availability of foreign or distantly
grown items may be seen as
globalisation but this is in large
measure due to the application
of today’s communication system
in accessing foreign markets by
new concepts in marketing. In
the ultimate analysis this is only
an extension of world trade which
has existed even from the days of
sailing ships. Certainly, it is an
unprecedented experience to call

through Eastern and South
Eastern Asia and the vigour of
Islam covered large parts of Asia
and Africa one should argue that
these too were clearly aspects
of globalisation. The birth of
Socialism some two centuries ago
and its ultimately failed attempt at
globalisation in the last century is
the last movement we have seen
in the realm of ideas. We await the
advent of a new Messiah in tune
with the principles of globalisation
as we understand it today. History
confirms that this is bound to
come even if the form may be
totally unconventional. Already
one could say that the sweep of
technology falls in that category.

Education today is affected by globalisation.
Previously students learnt the geography and history
of other countries. Now they have teachers from
different countries in elite institutions of advanced
nations. Hopefully, they impress upon their students
the totality of life as distinct from the narrow confines
of one’s immediate vicinity. Presidency in its new form
will garner the fruits of this process — let us hope
|

the local railway enquiry sitting in
London and get over the telephone
instantly full information for
the projected trip from a person
who is probably sitting before a
computer in Bangalore; or be in
the United States and get the firm’s
daily accounts from Gurgaon on
the push of a button.

From the material field we can
move to the realm of ideas and
beliefs. When Christianity spread
all over Europe and then on to
the Americas, Africa, and large
parts of Asia, Buddhism swept

Human migration has been a
continuous process of history and
so also money being sent from
one country to the family living
in another. Today, not only is the
volume astronomically high but
also foreign remittances reach
out to all corners of the world
providing regular uninterrupted
succour to the dependants of the
remitter in some hitherto totally
unfamiliar part of the world. Here
again it is not the act but the scale
and the speed made possible by
modern technology that is the
hallmark of today’s globalisation.
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Education today is affected by
globalisation. Previously students
learnt the geography and history
of other countries. Now they have
teachers from different countries
in elite institutions of advanced
nations. Hopefully, they impress
upon their students the totality
of life as distinct from the narrow
confines of one’s immediate
vicinity. Presidency in its new
form will garner the fruits of this
process — let us hope.

Globalisation has also moved
deeply into the world of education.
Before, students went abroad for
“higher studies”. Today teachers
from many different countries
teach in the elite institutions
of advanced nations occupying
chairs in many places. Students
come from American and
European countries to India to
follow courses that are available
in their own countries. Thanks
to television, a really interested
student even at school level can
acquire knowledge which he
would otherwise find difficult to
garner. From recent trends one is
heartened to see that India is now
enjoying a reverse brain drain;
that corporate recruiters from
abroad come to “raid” the output
of our leading management and
engineering institutions and law
students can sit at home and
advise on cases abroad.

Let us hope Presidency in its
new form will be another nest of
scholars from all over the world
bothteachingandlearning— “yatro
viswang  bhabatyokneerram”-
like the world famous institution
a great son of Bengal established
nearly a century ago — and will be
more enduring...

Alumnus (Chemistry/1945-1949)
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Presidency College,
Calcutta: An
Unfinished History

BENJAMIN ZACHARIAH
SUBHAS RANJAN CHAKRABORTY
RAJAT KANTA RAY

Introduction

he history of Presidency
TCollege of Bengal, and of its

earlier avatar, the Hindu
College, is intimately entwined
with the intellectual life of Bengal
and India. Coming into being in
the early years of what came to be
called the ‘Bengal Renaissance’,
and later, by extension, the
‘Indian Renaissance’, the Hindu
College was the earliest major
experiment in colonial higher
education; and Presidency College
became the model institution
for the propagation of ‘secular’
Western learning. Education
was at the core of the imperial
mission, and the Hindu College
and its successor often found
themselves at the centre of the
debates surrounding education.
Although the college itself was
not a site of contention in the
most intense educational debates
of its early times, the contest
between Orientalist and Anglicist
views on education in India — it
was established in order to fill
the need, expressed by a number
of Calcutta’s leading ‘native’
notables, for ‘an institution for

giving a liberal education to the
children of the members of the
Hindu community’ — its peculiar
relationship in its early years
with the two model institutions
of Orientalist learning, the
Sanskrit College and the Calcutta
Madrasa, reflected what was
then, and largely remained, the
inner tension of colonial rule in
its attitude to Indian society: to
transform or not to transform.
This was also largely to become
the central dilemma of the rising
Indian middle class, and of their
nationalism: to be, or not to be,
transformed; or to what degree
to be transformed, by ‘Western’
education and its concomitant
values and cultural norms. Hindu
College, later Presidency College,
provided the first major stage for
debate on this theme.

The history of the college -
and the writing of that history
(inasmuch as the most articulate
histories are those written of and
by elites, the history of Hindu
College — Presidency College is
the history of ‘modern’ Bengal) —
reflects, therefore, the profound
ambivalence with which the
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Indian professional middle class,
and the bhadralok in particular,
approach their educational and
intellectual heritage: colonial,
elitist, Orientalist (in the Saidian
sense), but at the same time
in some sense, universal. This,
was no unconscious state: the
mostly gentle, occasionally sharp,
self-parody of the bhadralok
recognising his strange and hybrid
identity is an old tradition, again
with strong connections with the
college. At the same time, the
quest for the universal principles
in an education system emerging
out of colonial rule never quite
receded; and science, economics,
statistics and  development,
intimately related to the great
professed ideals of the modern
Indian nation, had strong roots in
Presidency College. Intellectuals
from Presidency College, in
residence or in diaspora, still
seem to hold on to some of these
universals in an age of fragmented
identities, divided selves and
multiplying sub-nationalisms,
perhaps logically: to deny
universal validity to certain basic
principles of their intellectual
training — the applicability
of standards of rationality to
the knowable world — would
undermine the framework of
‘post-enlightenment modernity’
on which they stand.

The college’s elite orientation
has always been too apparent
to be denied, despite the lack of
respectability attached to the term
in certain periods of consciously
cultivated plebeian values. An
aristocracy of wealth in its early
days, ‘wealthy baboos’ inviting
the scorn of missionaries, later
moving closer to its ideal of a
meritocracy of education through
the establishment of various
means of financial assistance to

promising students, incorporating
previously excluded groups as
it went along, it remained an
institution rather well-looked-
after by the government of India
and later the government of Bengal
— until quite recently, with the
Left Front Government’s aversion
to ‘elite education’ making itself
felt. Even then, it fared better
than other colleges. It has sought
intellectually to escape these
boundaries; only occasionally
have groups from the college
sought to bridge the gap between
thought and action and reach out
across the barriers imposed by the
college’s elitism. These moments,
though, have been exceptional
moments; in less exceptional

expected to operate. The college’s
‘primary object’ was defined
as ‘the tuition of the sons of
respectable Hindus in the English
and Indian languages, and in the
literature and science of Europe
and Asia’; admission of pupils
was to be ‘at the discretion of
the Managers of the institution’,
and the college was to consist
of ‘a school (pathshala) and
an academy (maha pathshala)
— the former to be established
immediately, the latter as soon as
may be particable.’

The college had in its early days
a precarious and somewhat
nomadic existence: classes began
at a rented house belonging to

Eaducation was at the core of the imperial mission,
and the Hindu College and its successor often found
themselves at the centre of the debates surrounding

eaucation

times, those associated with
the college have been content
to engage in quiet intellectual
activity and to communicate
amongst themselves or with those
of their peers in the outside world
who could understand the idiom
they were accustomed to use.

The earlier Avatar: Hindu
College, 1817-1854

The institution established on
Monday, 20 January, 1817, took
some time to grow into its rather
grandiose designation of ‘college’,
and certainly had no pretensions
to being the pioneering institution
of higher education it became.
The original rules provide an
indication of the rather limited
parameters within which it was

Gorachand Bysack at Garanhatta,
Chitpore Road, shifted in January
1818 to another, and a year later
to another in the same locality,
known as ‘Feringhee Kamal Bose’s
House’; shifted to Bowbazar, and
then, in May, 1827, to the new
building constructed for the
Sanskrit College, two wings of
which were earmarked for the
Hindu College. Finances were
never sound; an experiment, from
January 1819, with the abolition of
fees and depending on voluntary
contributions and the interest on
the amount originally subscribed,
had to be abandoned in 1824,
the firm of Joseph Baretto and
Sons, with which the original
funds had been invested, went
into liquidation, and on David
Hare’s advice, Hindu College had
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to apply for financial assistance
from the government, and the
managers petitioned that the
college be removed to the vicinity
of the Sanskrit College, which
was about to be founded, so that
the two could share lectures, the
use of scientific apparatus and so
on. The Government agreed, and
a grant was also provided to the
college.

The price to be paid for increased
government involvement was a
loss of the formal independence
enjoyed by ‘respectable’ Hindus in
the management of what they saw
as their institution.

The identity of Presidency
College

‘The Presidency College of Bengal’
started working as a government
college on 15 June, 1855, open
to all communities, abandoning
the Hindu exclusivism of its
predecessor institution. Muslims
were now admitted to the college,
as were other communities.
Chittaranjan Das and Fazlul
Haq both studied at Presidency
College in the second half of the
nineteenth century; until the end
of the century, however, Muslim
presence on the campus was
weak. In the period 1857-1884,
the community-wise break-up of
students read: Hindu 828; Muslim
11; European/Eurasian 4. While
there was no bar to the admission
of lower castes, dining facilities
were separate in the Eden Hindu
Hostel which came up later. In
1874, when the college shifted
to the present campus, it had on
its staff 19 members of whom no
less than 15 were European, the
other four being Hindu. The first
Muslim teacher of the college,
Syed Ameer Ali, joined the college
as Lecturer in Law in 1875. He
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soon distinguished himself as a
pioneer of Muslim awakening.
Delawar Hosaen Ahmed, who
has been identified by intellectual
historians of Bangladesh as the
harbinger of modern rationalist
thought among the Bengali
Muslims (Ameer Ali belonged to
the Urdu-speaking Muslim élite),
graduated from the college in
1861, the first among the Muslim
graduates of Calcutta University.
Delawar Hosaen Ahmed was, in
his day, a deputy magistrate.

Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay
and Nabin Chandra Sen, graduates
of the first two batches of the
Calcutta University (established in
1857), could rise no higher than the
positions of deputy magistrate and
government pleader, respectively,
despite their brilliance. However,
four other early students broke
the barrier and joined the
‘celestials>  Satyendra  Nath
Tagore (the first Indian to join
the ICS), Romesh Chunder
Dutt (author of the famous
Economic History of India),
Bihari Lal Gupta, and Ananda
Ram Barua (a distinguished
Assamese litterateur). Another
early graduate of the college,
Syed Hosain Bilgrami, rose high
as an educationist in Hyderabad.
Saligram Singh became a well-
known public figure in Bihar.

Presidency College and its
Environs

The college shifted to its present
campus on 31 March, 1874, under
the initiative of its distinguished
Principal J. Sutcliffe. The main
building with its grand staircase
and the turret clock (donated by
Nafarchandra Palchaudhuri) was
inaugurated. A new hostel, named
Eden Hindu Hostel, was opened
in 1887. The Baker Laboratory

building to house the science
laboratories was completed in
1913. An astronomical observatory
block was added to the main
building in 1929. An extension of
the Baker Laboratory building was
made in 1953 to accommodate the
expanded Zoology department.
New constructions since then
include a new building to house
the Economics and Political
Science departments and the
Chemistry  department.  The
Derozio Hall, an auditorium for
the college for which a need was
long felt, was inaugurated in 1967.
The latest addition is the Netaji
Subhas Block which came up in
the north western corner of the
play-ground. This was formally
inaugurated in 1995. A girls’
hostel, built with finance made
available by the Planning
Commission, was completed
the same year. It was formally
inaugurated in 1996.

The physical expansion of the
college kept pace with its changing
environs. The College Street, on
which the college is situated, has
always been a fascinating locality
housing  numerous  schools,
colleges, and bookshops. The
old book shops which have been
an essential part of the college’s
traditions, can still reveal a
gem or two (Michelet’s History
of France, for example). Quite
understandably, the old laid-back
ambience of the last century or
the earlier part of this century
is now lost. Many of the old
landmarks like Jnan Babur Cabin
(famous for its delicate snacks)
or Paragon (a watering hole for
the connoisseur of iced sharbat
in all conceivable flavours) are
now defunct. The Coffee House
was the haunt of the students in
the 1950s and the 1960s, when
the college did not have a canteen
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(“...heady discussions in the coffee
house drugged by the aroma of the
excellent coffee and phenomenal
doses of the boys’ cigarette fumes
which we girls passively inhaled’).
It provided a home to lonesome
poets, budding historians,
scientists in the making with the
same warmth as the firebrand
revolutionaries of the late 1960s.
It has since been superseded by
the college canteen, presided over
by Pramodda, while old-timers
still remember the war-time
canteen once run by Ray Mashai.

The Teaching Tradition

‘He was neither a fluent nor an
eloquent speaker,” the Oriental
Magazine said of Derozio, ‘but the
little that he said contained bone
and sinew, and furnished a large
stock of accurate information.’
If Tarak Nath Sen belonged to
this austere tradition, his master
Prafulla Chandra Ghosh would
fit better with what Macaulay
had told Capt. Richardson: ‘I may
forget everything about India,
but your reading of Shakespeare,
never.’

Nearly half the teachers of the
Hindu College were Indians. By
contrast the Presidency College,
which the government filled
with Oxbridge-trained European
staff belonging to the Imperial
Education Service, had few Indian
teachers in the first quarter of the
twentieth century.

Presidency College inherited from
the parent body three Indian
teachers who developed basic
texts for the new type of education
that was then being imparted in
the schools: Peary Charan Sircar
produced the basic primer of the
English language, the First Book
of Reading, Ram Chandra Mitter

prepared in 1850, a map of Europe
in Bengali character and this was
lithographed at the government
press; and Prasanna Kumar
Sarvadhikari  ‘the  ingenious
mathematician who transplanted
the arithmetic and algebra of
Europe into the vernacular of
Bengal’.

The new breed that transformed
the character of the institution as
it made the transition from the
Hindu to the Presidency College
was the all-white Imperial/
Indian Education Service. Theirs
was the power, but some also
had the glory: James Sutcliffe,
E.B. Cowell, C.H. Tawney, Alfred
W. Croft, Alexander Padlar,
William Booth or Hugh William
McCann (on whose sudden death
his pupils, headed by the union
secretary Ashutosh Mookerjea,
erected a plaque in his memory in
the library).

The last two decades of the
nineteenth century saw the coming
of the first batch of acclaimed
Indian Professors: H.M. Percival
(an Anglo-Indian), Bipin Vehary
Gupta, Jagadish Chandra Bose,
Prafulla Chandra Ray, Prasanna
Kumar Ray, Benoyendra Nath
Sen, Haraprasad Sashtri and
Manmohan Ghosh, to name a few.
All of them were condemned, at
least initially, to the Provincial
Education Service, victims of a
system of racial discrimination.
Harinath De, a versatile linguist,
was the first Indian to be
appointed directly to the Indian
Education Service at the turn
of the century. He, however,
did not serve his old college
for more than a couple of years
(1904-06). As the new century
progressed, more Indians were
appointed to the IES: Jahangir
Coyajee, Kuruvila Zachariah,

Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis.
Their worthy and illustrious
colleagues like Subodh Chandra
Mahalanobis, Hem Chandra
Dasgupta, Prafulla  Chandra
Ghosh, Srikumar Banerjee were,
however, still in the Provincial
Service. It is indeed very strange
that an eminent scholar like
Charuchandra Bhatacharya was a
Demonstrator in the department
of physics. Shortly after the First
World War, Bhupati Mohan Sen
and Surendra Nath Dasgupta
joined the distinghished group of
Indian teachers. A new generation
of outstanding Indian teachers
now entered the Senior Common
Room: Kules Chandra Kar, Taher
Razwi, Jogish Chandra Sinha,

Muhammad Qudrat-I-Khuda,
Jyotirmoy  Ghosh, Susobhan
Chandra Sarkar, Sobodh

Chandra Sengupta, U.N. Ghosal,
Tarak Nath Sen, Gaurinath
Bhattacharya (Sastri), Gopinath
Bhattarcharya, Pratul Chandra
Rakshit. The college tradition of
breeding its outstanding teachers
in its classrooms was well
established by the mid-twentieth
century. (‘One’s brilliant pupils in
due time becoming one’s valued
colleagues.”)

The tradition continued through
the 1950s and 1960s when former
pupils acquired eminence as
brilliant teachers. Any list of such
names can at best be illustrative
and not exhaustive. Among the
more prominent were Ashin
Dasgupta, Amalesh Tripathi,
Dilip Kumar Biswas (History),
Sukhomoy Chakraborty, Dipak
Banerjee, Mihir Rakshit, Amiya
Kumar Bagchi (Economics), Amal
Bhattacharya, Sailendra Nath
Sen, Arun Dasgupta, Sukanta
Chaudhuri  (English),  Mihir
Chaudhuri (Chemistry), Sivatosh
Mukherjee (Zoology), Satyesh
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Chakraborty (Geography), Amal
Kumar Raychaudhuri, and many
others.

Students and Politics

Presidency College’s  student
politics, despite the occasional
attention it has received, has
been, with one major exception,
relatively quiet. Other incidents
have attracted attention as well;
but the crowning moment for
student politics at Presidency
College, both in the organisational
sense as well as in terms of its
significance, was the period now
referred to as the ‘Naxal’ period
— a term which was given with
retrospective effect from 1966,
when the beginnings of the radical
left movement which later claimed
that name were being felt at the
college. A history of Presidency
College student politics therefore
needs to foreground that period;
if this hasn’t been done already, it
is mainly due to the reticences the
memories involved still provoke.
Nevertheless, there were other
periods in the College’s history
when student politics created a
certain impact; it is these periods
which this section seeks to
address.

The Derozians were a recognisable
group comprising students of
the Hindu College. It is with
this group, or in its wider
appellation of Young Bengal,
that organised student activity,
it is possible to argue, started.
Such activities centered round
the different debating societies
like the Academic Association or
The Society for the Acquisition
of General Knowledge. Many
students of the Hindu College
were recognised as rebels against
social and religious orthodoxy
and, quite often, such rebellions
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took the form of puerile excesses
like throwing bones of cows into
the houses of orthodox Hindu
gentlemen. For many, the youthful
non-conformism did not go
beyond imbibing alcoholic drinks
and eating beef. Their confused
intellectual growing up did reveal
complexities which they did not
appreciate. Many of them later
settled down with confortable jobs
in the middle levels of colonial
bureaucracy. Yet their rebellion
was not without a point. What
was important was the identity
of ‘Hindu College students’, an
identity that was further cemented

‘Presidency College Union’ was
founded on 8 September, 1877, by
J.V.S. Pope, Professor of English
Literature, Presidency College, ‘to
root out the feeling of disunion
prevalent among students and to
unite them as fellow-workers in
the cause of self-improvement’.
Thus the first attempt to provide
an official forum to the students,
though not on democratic lines,
came from the teachers. The
union held only three meetings
during the year, but of its activities
nothing is known. There was a
conspicuous lack of interest, it
would seem, among the students

The Derozians were a recognisable group comprising
students of the Hindu College. It is with this group, or in
its wider appellation of Young Bengal, that organised
student activity, it is possible to argue, started

after the conversion of the Hindu
College to Presidency College.

Conflict between the students and
the college authorities was not
unknown — Bipin Chandra Pal
narrates an incident. An English
professor offended the dignity of
a student by asking him to stand
like a schoolboy in front of the
class. This led to a demonstration
of the first and second year classes
and even an assault upon the
professor. The boy responsible for
the assault was expelled.

Another teacher caused a students’
strike by ‘scoffing at the temerity
of Surendra Nath Banerjea
and other Indians’ during the
Ibert Bill controversy. This led
to students’ demonstrations in
Calcuttta and Dacca.

The students, however, were
yet to be formally organised.
It is interesting to note that a

and the union almost died a
natural death. However, some
first year and third year students
gave it a new lease of life. The most
eminent of these students was
Ashutosh Mookerjea. A meeting
was held on 25th February, 1882,
and the students present resolved
not to let die the noble object of
the founder-president Prof. Pope.
Prof. H.M. Percival was requested
to preside at the meeting and he
readily agreed. In July, a half-
yearly meeting was held with
Mr. Bellet, the Principal in the
chair. For some time a lively
interest in the union was taken
both by the students and some
teachers, including the Principal.
It would seem that the union was
little more than a debating society
and appeared to have emulated
the example set by the Derozians.
A special meeting of the union
was held on 1 July, 1884, to
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condole the death of Dr McCann.
After the meeting a subscription
list was opened to collect funds
to raise a suitable memorial for
Dr. McCann.

No records of the functioning of
the union from 1888 to 1904 are
available. However, an attempt
to revive the college union seems
to have taken place about 1905
when Dr. P.K. Ray, the first Indian
Principal of the college, drew
up a set of union rules. Nothing
very substantial emerged out of
this attempt, though the union
did function for some time amd
elected as secretary Rajendra
Prasad, who later became the first
President of the Indian republic.

In 1914, Principal H.R. James
set up a Consultative Committee
of student representatives.
The Committee was however,
suspended in 1916 on account of
disturbances in the college.

1928-29

Students in Bengal came into
maintream nationalist politics
from the time of the Swadeshi
movement, though Presidency
College students were not
prominent in that period. The first
organised students’ association in
Bengal was formed in 1924, with
Acharya P.C. Ray — of Swadeshi
and Bengal Chemical fame,
and a teacher in the Chemistry
department of Presidency College
— as its first chairman. Among the
society’s professed aims were to
foster friendship between students
of different colleges; to organise
Volunteer Corps with students
of different colleges to serve
needy people and students in all
spheres of life; to start a students’
home for needy students; to start
education lectures with the help of
eminent scholars of the country;
to arrange financial assistance to

poor student. This organisation
lasted up to 1928.

The All Bengal Students’
Association gave a call to the
students of Calcutta to join the
hartal on the occasion of the
Simon Commission visit on 3
February, 1928. Pramod Ghosal
was elected secretary of the college
union in 1927; on 20 January,
1928, the College’s Foundation
Day, he gave a speech touching
on the country’s aspirations for
freedom in the course of which
he mentioned Subhas Bose (who
had been expelled following
the Oaten incident) as one of
the distinguished ex-students
of the college; the function also
witnessed the singing of Bande
Mataram and the wearing of
tricolour badges symbolic of
the Congress flag. The college
authorities called on Ghosal
to explain his conduct; he was
suspended for refusing to recant.
Following this, in February 1928,
there was significant unrest in the
college, followed by police action.

On the night of 3 February,
according to information received
by Principal H.E. Stapleton,
Subhas Chandra Bose visited
the Hindu Hostel to organise a
strike against the visit of Simon
Commission to India. Stapleton
injudiciously called the DPI, E.F.
Oaten, to inspect the happenings
in the college on 4 February.
This angered the students who
remembered the Oaten incident
quite well. The police beat up
some students during the strike
and Pramod Ghosal sustained
injuries. The Principal is said
to have been quite indifferent
when excited students informed
him of Ghosal’s injuries. The
situation took an ugly turn when
a body of infuriated students
started throwing stones into the
Principal’s room. That he
escaped with his life on that
day was attributed by the
Prabasi magazine to the timely
intervention of the head of
the department of philosophy,
Surendranath Dasgupta.
According to Stapleton’s report
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to the government, he left the
college premises in the car of
Jehangir Coyajee (the head of
the department of economics).
Pramod Ghosal was expelled from
the college.

Excerpts from Benjamin
Zachariah, Subhas Ranjan
Chakraborty and Rajat Kanta Ray,
Presidency College: An Unfinished
History in Mushirul Hassan (Ed.),
Knowledge, Power and Politics:
Educational Institutions in India
(Roli Books, New Delhi, 1998)

Benjamin Zachariah
Alumnus (History/1990-94,
Teacher since November 2012)

Subhas Ranjan Chakraborty
Alumnus (History/1960-66,
Teacher since 1988)

Rajat Kanta Ray

Alumnus (History/1963-67,
Teacher 1974-2006,
Emeritus since 2006)
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Living History

BHASKAR MAJUMDAR

Presidency College in 1972, in

awe of its history, its heritage,
its luminaries, its famous teachers
and its contribution to society at
large. So much so that it was at
times easy to forget that it was
primarily a center of excellence
for undergraduate teaching. It
was actually much more. The
department of Economics that
I joined was a UGC supported
Center for Economic Studies, the
Statistics department had the
distinction of having given birth
to the Indian Statistical Institute,
the Physics and Chemistry
departments were at the cutting
edge of knowledge in the pure
sciences. The History and English
departments not only had some of
the great teachers of the time but
the prettiest and trendiest crowd
on campus. It was a heady mix of
a great student life and experience
of a society in transition.

I entered the hallowed portals of

The maelstorm of the late sixties
(1968-71) was behind us and we
happily immersed ourselves into
the enjoyment of life as normal
undergrads. The lessons of the
chaotic sixties were perhaps
subconsciously absorbed and
the majority concentrated
on activities that normal
undergraduate students should
be doing - concentrating on
studies, on fragile relationships,
sports, music and the important
business of growing up and

getting educated. The big man on
campus was no longer the leftist
idealist trying to bring in social
change through armed struggle.
The events of the sixties, in fact,
had the effect of keeping students
away from active politics on
campus during our time. Students
had their political views and these
were debated and discussed, but
engaging in active politics had
been relegated to a fringe activity
even though political parties had
been trying to exert control from
outside. The political honchos
were not in control of student
life at Presidency, a situation that
would change for the worse years
later. This was also the time that
the Presidency cultural festival
‘Melee’ was introduced.

While the student body reflected
society at large, there was change
in the air. Figure hugging jeans
and T-shirts were to be seen
more often and Dylan and Floyd
could be heard in the portico,
corridors and canteen, though this
segment was not in the majority.
The surprising thing was that the
Westernized and the traditional
were not at odds with each other
but wonderfully interacted and
felt comfortable with each other.
It said something about the liberal
atmosphere on the campus,
which, like it or not, was definitely
elitist, not in terms of the social
background that students came
from, but intellectually. It is this

32

base of good students coming
together to meet a great body of
teachers that set Presidency apart.
It led to a cross-fertilization of
ideas and, as a result, it avoided
the ‘one-dimensional’ syndrome
with which we might label many
of the engineering students that
come out of India’s institutes
today.

My thinking is that it is through
a happy coincidence rather than
planned institutional design that
some outstanding academics and
teachers had come together at
Presidency in those days. Many
had international experience
and passed on their values to us.
Sukanta Chaudhuri returned from
Oxford University in 1973 and
began teaching at the department
of English. At the Department of
Economics, Amiya Bagchi was
from the University of Cambridge,
Dipak Banerjee was from the
University of California at
Berkeley and they passed on their
eclectic values to us — pushing
us towards heightened curiosity
and intellectual exploration.
Amartya Sen used to visit his
alma mater often and we were the
beneficiaries of excellent visiting
professors from other universities
in India and abroad. Importantly,
unlike some other places of higher
learning, ideology of any kind was
not imposed, subtly or directly.
We were well aware of Professor
Bagchi’s leanings toward the Left,
but he never had a one sided
approach. We were informed
of the alternatives and urged to
reason it out for ourselves.

That many of them did not
think much of the antiquated
course structure of Calcutta
University was obvious. One day,
at a first year macro economics
class, Dipak Banerjee urged

us to learn the principles and
concepts of economics and not
restrict ourselves to the syllabus
of Calcutta University. So we
were gently encouraged to travel
well beyond the textbooks and
syllabus, into contemporary
research papers and think
conceptually and solve problems.
The bane of an Indian education —
learning by rote, was conspicuous
by its absence. The rigid structure
of the Calcutta University syllabus
had to be taken in our stride, as we
could do little to change it. Unlike
many other colleges, at Presidency
the study of mathematics was

of the Presidency Debating and
Quiz teams, or romping off to
Khajuraho on field trips with the
History department, there were
some negatives that could not be
wished away.

The maintenance of infrastructure
within the college was appalling.
Though many like to romanticize
Promodeda’s canteen, it was
like a roadside dhaba and not fit
for a college like Presidency. A
visit to the student cafes at St.
Stephens, the Delhi School of
Economics, the Physics cafeteria
at Delhi University, if not to
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While we enjoyed life on College Street, with endless
discussions at the Coffee House, visits to Putiram,
playing for the college cricket team, following the
domination of the Presidency Debating and Quiz
teams, or romping off to Khajuraho on field trips with
the History department, there were some negatives

that could not be wished away
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compulsory for all students taking
Honours in Economics. However,
we had to study the subject with
fellow students from the Physics
department for whom the syllabus
had been originally structured.
Thus, as students of Economics
it was compulsory for us to learn
the mathematics of astronomy,
but not some of the mathematics
that is relevant to applications
of Economics. It will now be
easier for Presidency University
to structure its own courses and
pedagogy than in our days.

While we enjoyed life on College
Street, with endless discussions at
the Coffee House, visits to Putiram,
playing for the college cricket
team, following the domination

the wuniversities of the West,
would show what undergraduate
students experience elsewhere,
even in state run institutions.
The cafeterias elsewhere were
also great places for interaction
between teachers and students
and segregating them is not a very
good idea. In our days one entered
the toilettes of the college at one’s
own risk, they were so unhygienic
and unclean. It perhaps reflected
our society’s nature to keep things
clean and hygienic within our
homes, but dangerously unclean
outside.

The Hindu Hostel has no standard
to talk about. The living and
hygienic standards are no better
than slums. For a ‘university’
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and center for excellence ‘halls of
residence’ must uniformly be of
a high standard. This is a basic
requirement for universities
world-wide.  Universities  in
Bengal do not seem to realize
this. Perhaps a visit to the Halls
of Residence at Delhi University
or JNU will show what minimum
standards should be.

Over the years, the illegal
bookshops outside the college
gates have been romanticized.
They hide the facade of the
wonderful main building, the
statue and make it look like some
slum area, definitely unfit for the
campus of Presidency University.
Just as productivity improves at
a well lit and refurbished office
or work place, well designed
and Dbetter infrastructure will
have a positive influence on
students and teachers alike and
a wonderful opportunity has
presented itself now. The new
university should deviate from
the old approach of the PWD and
embrace contemporary practice in
developing infrastructure — both
physical and digital.

Over the years, party politics
spread its wings in the College
and the transformation was
complete during the long reign
of the Left Front. This is in sharp
contrast to the atmosphere at,
say, the University of Delhi, or
any university in the West. At the
centre of it was the party doctrine
that education must be rid of the
control of “elitists” and made
“democratic”. Presidency was, to
the dominant party, the ultimate
symbol of elitism in education
in Bengal. The misplaced anti-
English campaign at the time was
also part of the same political
agenda. But dismantling elitism
and democratizing education was
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the ideological mask for a political
design. It was the party’s way of
infiltrating the middle classes and
exercising social control.

This was the beginning of a sorry
decline of Presidency in recent
years saved only by its recent
transformation to the status of
a university. The ruling party
wanted Presidency to become like
the lowest common denominator
— be like every other mediocre
state college. The easiest way to
achieve this was through transfer
of like-minded teachers from
places which are not known
for academic excellence into
Presidency, and not to invest in
infrastructure. It worked. The
party machine and its ideology
managed to systematically destroy
the excellence that Presidency
stood for.

long as the college does that, there
would be a yawning mismatch
between lofty aspirations and
progress on the ground. We
studied at Presidency nearly ‘free
of cost’. Those days are over.
Those who become used to heavily
subsidized education rarely want
to change, as depicted by recent
student protests in Montreal or
in Britain. Obviously this attitude
would need to change. Other
models are available for funding
the development of Presidency
University.

Fund raising could come from
a combination of Corporate
partnerships, government
support (though without total
reliance), private endowments/
benefactors, alumni contributions,
targeted fundraising programs,
professional fund management

|
Presidency has traditionally placed great emphasis on
and has always honoured its academic luminaries who

have made their mark in the academic profession
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The job at hand now is to reverse
this process. While it would not be
an easy task, the university must
do its utmost to stamp out party
politics from campus and bring in
the free flowing shared intellectual
atmosphere of old.

It must aspire to be far more than
what the old college used to be.
This obviously means that greater
resources would be required.
My friend and contemporary
Chiranjit Banerjee points out that
Presidency has not been known
to mint millionaires, much less
billionaires who can contribute as
alumni.

The college has leant very heavily
on government largesse and, as

and returns from investment and
contributions from parents of
enrolled students on voluntary
basis.

Not everyone will be able to afford
higher fees, hence there would
be a need for merit and need-
based scholarships as well as
loan programs. Most people are
unaware that there are existing
student loan programs from banks
like SBI which are generous and
can be repaid over the very long
term when one starts earning. I
am sure, the mentor group and
university administration have
ideas on how to go about this. But,
managing a college and a modern
university require different skill
sets and professional advice

34

should be sought for going
forward.

Presidency has traditionally
placed great emphasis on and has
always honoured its academic
luminaries who have made their
mark in the academic profession.
I think the new university needs
to draw significantly from the
experience of its alumni from all
walks of life as their significant
successes go unrecognized.

There is a view that in the past,
Presidencians have remained in
academics, become journalists or
bureaucrats and there are hardly
any names to talk about in the
corporate world, business and
other fields, where possibly our
friends from St. Xavier’s College
or St. Stephen’s have had greater
impact.

The argument against this view
is that we should not expect
an educational institution
like Presidency, or any other
undergraduate college of its kind,
who are part of a University with
its own curriculum, to impart
special training to its students to
become captains of commerce.

The purpose of education is to
educate and, in the process, to
develop the ability to think on
one’s own and act as good citizens
and that is preparing for life. The
rest must be left to individuals,
their inclinations and abilities.
Presidency has traditionally
produced people for more cerebral
activities than purely vocational
pursuits. My guess is that the
number of Presidencians who have
done their PhDs or done other
specialist qualifications after post-
graduation is relatively higher
than most other undergraduate
colleges in India.

Also, the path that one takes
depends on the subject that you
choose and one’s inclination. If
one has done History or English
in college, chances are that you
will find them in the world of
journalism, advertising, teaching
or authorship. Chitra Banerjee

abroad. The world of ‘hi-tech’ and
Information Technology is full of
successful Presidencians. Many
of my colleagues, who are not
professors, can be found in the
IMF and World Bank. There is a
huge amount of diversity that is
probably unmatched elsewhere.
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Many of my colleagues, who are not professors, can be
found in the IMF, World Bank. There is a huge amount
of diversity that is probably unmatched elsewhere
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Divakarune (Mistress of Spices
etc) was my contemporary
at Presidency in the English
Department and she gets a million
dollar advance for every book that
she writes, other than showing
a great deal of compassion in
the charitable and social work
that she does. Anita Mehta my
contemporary  (Physics) was
awarded and recognized as India’s
leading female physicist and is in
high demand across the research
world. Even here in Kuwait —
where I currently work — there are
a number of Presidencians in the
Energy (Oil and Gas) sector who
are originally from the Geology
department of Presidency and
who honed their skills with
corporations like ONGC.

I know of many who have excelled
and are very successful in the legal
and financial worlds in India and

This does not take us away from
the fact that the old Presidency
College did not have a tradition
of recognizing the contributions
of its non-academic stars and
acknowledged success only in
the narrow field of academics
with academics judging other
academics. Success in the rough
and tumble of the real world
continues to be overlooked.
Going forward, the college has
to recognize this and the new
university would do well to
chart a new course. It will give
it the opportunity to draw from
the collective expertise of its
illustrious alumni who have
excelled in building institutions
and much more.

Here are some more luminaries
from non-academic fields
including the corporate world
and there are many more — S M

Datta, CMD of Hindustan Lever,
Arun C Mukherjee, ex-Chairman
of LIC, D N Ghosh, ex-Chairman
SBI, Philips and L&T during the
eightees and ninetees, the late
Supriya Gupta, founder CMD of
Axis Bank (then UTI Bank) etc.
Datta and Ghosh continue to be
very famous men in business
circles and continue to chair
many leading companies in a non-
executive capacity. D N Ghosh has
written many books, the latest
being “Business and Polity” where
he sweeps economic history of the
world for the last three millennia
and offers an interesting thesis.

Through these examples, 1
can make a generalization.
Whatever the field of one’s
choice, Presidencians have
never curbed their intellectual
curiosity throughout their
lives and gone beyond mere
vocational excellence. However,
the achievements and greatness
of its teachers and its alumni have
been much too individualistic and
there is a significant gap in an
institutionalized set of traditions.
It is this that the new Presidency
University needs to build as it
becomes a center of excellence
once again, only this time, pitched
much higher.

Alumnus (Economics/1972-75)
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Sir Dorabji Tata
An Unlikely Pioneer of the
Indian Olympic Movement

BORIA MAJUMDAR

here are so many
communities, so many
different religions, so many

languages and dialects, so many
different customs and ideals, that
it is almost impossible to select a
national team.

— Sir Dorabji Tata,
I0A President, 1929

To Sir Dorab Tata goes the credit
of starting systematic Olympic
activity on Indian soil in 1920. Son
of the pioneering nationalist steel
baron Jamsetji Tata, Dorabji was
intimately involved in fulfilling
his father’s idea of creating an
indigenous and modern steel
industry in India. He is widely
credited with the establishment
of the Tata Steel Company in
Jamsetpur (now Jamshedpur)
that became India’s largest private
enterprise of the time. Before
taking an interest in Olympism,
Sir Dorabji had already played
a key role in the establishment
of school and college cricket in
Mumbai in the 1880s.

In early twentieth century
Bombay/Maharashtra, sport
became the playing field where
tradition and modernity met,
clashed, and fused. A good

example here is that of the Deccan
Gymkhana. After the successful
start of the Harris Shield, the
idea was modified in Poona
(now Pune) with the creation of
the Gymkhana. The committee
which ran the Gymkhana was
not conversant with the details
of managing such athletic meets
on European lines and wanted to
develop their sports programme
more in line with established
Indian traditions. Sir Dorabji,
who was nominated the President
of the Gymkhana, played a central
role in the fusion of foreign and
indigenous cultures that ensued.
At the first athletic meet the
Gymkahana organized, Dorabji
found that the competitors were
‘all boys of the peasant class
working in the fields and living off
poor fare...’

Naturally they had no idea
of European rules or modern
training of any kind. On attending
a meeting of the Gymkhana, Sir
Dorabji found that they were
proposing to run their 100-yard
heats round a bend without
strings. This was because their
sports ground was very small
and the track was part of a rough
unrolled grass field. To the
peasants, running was running,
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but now it had to be undertaken
under standardized and controlled
conditions. In Sir Dorabji’s letters
on the subject, preserved at the
International Olympic Museum
and for the first time reproduced
here in this essay, the one thing
that strikes the reader most
palpably is his sense of wonder at
this clash of peasant and Western
cultures in the races at the Deccan
Gymkhana.

Other popular events included
the long distance race of about
25 miles, rightly designated the
Marathon. The peasants who
participated were used to running
barefoot on hard macadamized or
dirt roads. Despite their lack of
training and primitive conditions,
the first three or four men ran the
distance in fair time. As Sir Dorabji
observed, their time ‘would
compare well with the times
done in Europe or elsewhere’. In
1919, some of their times were
close to the times clocked in the
Olympics. Suitably impressed, the
Tata scion decided to send three
of the runners, even at his own
expense, to the Antwerp Games of
1920. This was the birth of India’s
Olympic encounter and nationalist
sentiment was at its core. As
Dorabji Tata described his motives
in a personal letter to the I0C
President, Count Baillet Latour,
in 1929, “I therefore offered to
arrange for the sending of three of
the best runners to Antwerp to run
the Olympic Marathon at the next
meeting, when I hoped that with
proper training and food under
English trainers and coaches
they might do credit to India.
This proposal fired the ambition
of the nationalist element in that
city to try and send a complete
Olympic team.”

(Copies of the original letters from
author's collection enclosed)

BOMBAY HOUSE.
FORT, BOMBAY .

S DORARJI J. TATA, N= j’{,{ﬁ P

21st February 1927.

Count Baillet Lataur;
Proaaddent, Imternational Jlymple Gommdttae,

¥on RAepos, Lauisarns,

Switzerland.

Dear Count Baillet Latanr,

I thank you for your lettar of tha
22nd Jamiary and am forwarding it tegether with the warisus
enclasuras ta Dr.Noehren, the Jsoretary of the A1l Imdia
Olympls Asssslation. Dr.Woshren is unfertunately resigning
his pasition as Fsaretary. a8 he 18 leaving wery shartly far
Brgland and we have no ides who the new Zsarstary will he.

I have sanmt in =y reslgnation as Presidemt of the
All Imdia 3lympic Committes and I aleo wish to resign from
the International Clympis Committes. I fesl that with =y
advansing age and infirsitises I can no longer devote the time
and snergy nacessary for that position. It is with wery great
regret that I fesl compalled to resign and if thers are any
formalitiss necessary I should bBe glad if you would let =a
know what they are. It has not yet besn decided who the new
President ar the Jecretary will be.

Tefearring to ¥our artlicle regarding pablie playing
flalde, what we need in India most of all 1s s Stadium in at

laast sach of the two most I=pertant provineces. I and others

L
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have long thought of approaching the Munmicipalitiss and Gunrn.-
ment towards helping to provide a Stadium in the two most im-

portant provinces, but nothing has coms of it so far. Distancas

in India are too great for peopls to travel. India is such a
vast continent, as big as Purope Itj‘:._h:zt ;Tm::t’:? Than I want
to Caleutta to see the Jlymplo Cames thﬂA of ths sight days
that I was away from Bombay five of those ware spent in the
train, so you will appreciate that it is not many men that can
afford to apend the time and money to go to these wvariocus meet-
ings. Again, the lelsured class in India ils much smallsr than
that of Surops and the majerity of people are considerably
poorer and have little time to devote to aporta; also each
provines has its own national forms of sports differant to
Puropean sports, 30 people do not take much interest in track
ard field events. The only leisursed pecple with money and time
to apars are the Ruling Princes whe though fond of some bran-
ches of :mﬂiﬁtm very little interest in field and track
avents. If we could get a couple of Stadiume here it will
cortainly help us to promots athletics and to produce bettar

athlates.

Yours asincerely,
5T 7 f
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i JJU.AJ- g
HOTEL METROPOLE s -

SRLLEF e, NORTHUMBERLAND AVENUE
LONDON, W.C.2.

Mliiagar's {HTisa

B II];.II'BI;//"
W

Dear Count Balilet Latour,

f’lr f_'qi I ,!' 1
| 75| Lo
I thank you for your letter of the 10th inst.,

and for your kind enguiries after my health, Uafortunately
I am net very welll and am leaving London apout the 0tk imat
for Parls on my way to Cannes, so AT Generdl Kentlsh, whom gou
sedtlen In ypour lotter, doess net call before that date I am
afraid I shall be unable to see him. If Jou Bid glven Juasral
Rentlsh's address T would haved written to him as 1 wauld
very much weloome meeting him and talking to hiz about the
aopolnteeat af & new Preaident, In India , the labarsjshs
&nd blg wen take intereat chiefly in Shootlng, Hunting and
Polo and have acarcely any kmswledge or Interest in Flolg
and Track events: anc again 1t would be negassary to find
dcmeone who could come to Eurcpe Treguently. It is becauas
the Maharaja of Eansurthals 1a in Furgpe awury yonr siat I

; sgreed with you as to his appointsent as President, but the
YaharaJa take®¥mo Inteseat in thias type of Tport and would be
of no practical asslstance, The sanme appllies Lo Lov -RAsreja
of Burdhwsn who declined tha Pregldentablp,and he cannot come
to Europe frequently, It 1 going to be vory 41fficult to
find ¢ presinent & n In Tndis who takes interest in Running,

cvopadon 304 Tk

Cle MALL TN [0 < 1 f
] r_f‘ji- T
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s HOTEL METROPFPOLE Talsgraphic Adiress |  for ebout six to wight weeka. After that my movesents
. “ NETROPOLE, : Wl
GERRARD BEH, MNORTHUMBERLAND AVENUE WESTRAND, LONDON.~ are uncertain. I shall return to London about kay ,and
after th't I shall moat likely go to a 3anitarium at
. Massger's Difiss L ki ¥ X .
. Skodaburg, Denmark, in August.

¥ith best wilabes,

Yours 3incerely,

= —
Juoplng and this type of 3Iport and who can apare the tize o z/\) 51-’&_

come to Zurope every year or so. Them In India I dlacuseed
this question of & new President at great length with the
Jecretary and several mesbers of the Committes, but no solutlonm
of the probles was arrived at. I think that if the Labharaja

| Jam 3ahib of Nasanagur could be persuadsd to accept the appolnt- i

=gént he would be the mosj sultable man as he la a good

general all-1ound aportssan.

He the Pan Indlan Cames. I &aw enclosing the Jupplementary
Olymple Bulletin , which I recelved By the last =all.amd
which will giwve you full informatlon of the reaulta of the !'
meating r.ﬁ.-_" thelr polley and progracse for the near future.

I thimk that the Conference at Antwerp did a lot of
gocd and I feel that a conference at Awatercam mlght achleve
the aare purpnae, but unfortunatley my health 1z too bad to

perzit mo to take more than s very casusml interest ln Lhose

aatteras.

I am leaving for Parlis on my way to.Cannes ahout the
30th inst, and if I know your addr:ss in Parls I will try

and sve you. At Cannea, I shall atay at the Hotwl aetropole
P.TLC
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support of English friends, as General Seoretary, a High

Tikismans o ] =
o, Ty e ’f:;;ﬁr-'*'!';f{w-ﬁ'. Sohool Athletic Assooistion smorgt numerous schools of
o Y r 2 P e
4 L..T...m.,_";;;m:‘.., Vi g *‘%-“"“’”’;'ff”“"{ . Bombay, in the first place for Cricket, and them for
S —-"'{:"f"”’ﬁ‘f"*'-f"-'-? Athletic Sports Meetings which embraced nearly all the events

Rimrinve

SULCEHHGAL TS E T
AESELEED b F Tmi Fime

which form part of the Inter-University contesta every

yoear in London,
Z2lat May, 1929.

The idea osught on and alzilar Assoolatlions werse
gradually established im some partSof India. Amongst others
an Institution galled thée Deccan Gymkhans was started at
Poona near Bombay iln the Msharatta Coantry. The Committas

Dear Monesienr ds Haille® Latour,
I have to acknowledge your letter of the

11th May received through my office and to thank you for

the honour you have done me in asking me to withdrew my who ran 1t was not cooversant with the details of managing

such Athletio Meetings on Eurcpean lines, and wanted to |

resignation from the International Olymplo Committes and ' i
. sontinne to remalm on it. ': develop thelr body more on Indimn linses. I had the honour

I take the greatest interest im the work of of being nominated the President of that body, but as I did
the Olympioc Committes, and wae the first to start an Indian oot live in Poona I could mot be im touch with thelr
Olympie Assooistion, though I did not think that Indla was I gotivities and thus gulde them in the right directlion,
guite fit to enter into the arena of sompetition with the : Te give only a amall instance of thelr want of 1|
rest of the world in these games. The wents in the Olyspio | knowledge, on attending a me#ting I found that they were
Games are not such as are genmerglly practised in Indla. proposing to rum their 100 yards heats round a bend without
Indian games &nd sports are quite different in their character . strings; as their sports ground was & very small one and the
and spirit te the Olymple programme. Having been sducated track was of rough unrolled grass field. Amongat the events
in my youth in England I had shared in nearly every kipd of H at these Mestings used to be a long distance race of about
English Athletios and aoquired a great love for them. On R e whdah wan oaL kel Mkcakticn Kage he sompetitors
my return to India I conoelived the ldea of latroducing & werEs a1l boys of the peasant olass woridns. in SHEEEiSIERtand
love for such things thewf, I helped to itirtrﬂ.th the

living on poor fare and who naturally had no idea of any

IlJ H L _.p-'-""'

B e s . T T - — T e —
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trainipng of any kind. They used to run on thelr bare fest

on the hard masadamised or Airt roada., But I noticed that
the firast three or four men ran the distance in very fair
time that would compare well with the times done in Europe
or slaswhare, If I remember aright one year it was very near
the Olympiec time. I, tharefores, offersd to arrange for the
gending of three of the best runners to Antwerp to rum the
Olympic Marathom at thenext Meeting, when I hoped that with
proper training and food under English trainers and soaches
they might do oredit to India.

This proposal fired the ambition of the nationseliaet
element inm that Clty to try and send a complete Olymploe te=am.
Thay had no idea of what it meant nor of the standard of
performansce which is required to qualify for any of the events.
Fﬂl‘alhﬂtl-l'l-ﬂ!. one mamber of thelr Commities, when T asked him
in what time he thought the fasteat 100 yards could be run,
replied that it might be done in from half & minute fto a minute,
gepd he was astoundesd when I told him that it was not a guastion
of half minmtes but of tenths of seconds. In apite of my
protests they started raising subsoriptions for sending a team

to Antwerp and fof organising an Indian Olympic Assccoiation.

The response was not very great and in the end I had to find

_
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the bulk of the money. I was made Freasident of the IJIUHIBIID;,
and as | was going to Eurcpe that year on business, and chiefly
for my health, I was asked to represent the Indian Assocolstion
on the International Committes in Burope, at your kind

invitation.
We had many difficulties with the team that ocame over,

68 hardly any-body that came in charge of the six or seven

men koew mach aboat their business, and there was some discord
and unpleasant imsidents. I was not in good health, and could
only pay & short wislt to Antwerp to make the sogualintance of
my oolleagues at the firs% Committee meeting, but I oduld nof
manage to witness the sports where, of course, our men had neot

the slightest look-in.

In 1988 another team was aant out from India perhape
a 1ittle better organised, but that was not sayilng much. [ was
in Europe then for my health, and except contributing to Lthe
funds I had very 1little to do with it. In the meanmwhile,
owing to my preccoupations I had resigned from the Presidentship
of the Indian Asscalation. At firast they refused to acoept my
resignation, but ultimately they did me the honour to appoint
me Honorary Life President. At about the same time I resigned
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my seat oo the Internatiomal Coumell, as I did not think
it falr to ocoupy a post which could be filled by & more
aotipes and younger man who could be more uassful.

We I ve been looking out for such & man who would,
firet, be a native of the country to fitly represent 1it;
geoondly, have enough leisure and means to visit Barope, eta.,
from tims to time: amd thirdly, ons who had encugh knowledge
of athletios and the managesment of gamea to be able to help
in the deliberations of the International Commit tee. The
two first gqualifioations cm easily be fulfilled by any one
of our sporting young Prim: es who are great at Cricket, Polo,
or blg game shooting. But fleld sporte, such as running,
Jumping, hurdling, eto., are not in their lins, and they would
not understand ary of the details.

Az a matter of :l'l.nt'frnﬂ.u is not yet ripe for the
Internaticnal Oly=pio Games. The love of such things ls not
ingrained thers, Thers ars o oany comsunitiea, 30 many
religions, so many languages and dialects, so many different

snstoms and ideals, that it is almost impossible %o select a

b T —— =
— e e

nationsl team or even a national rapresentative that would meat
8ll regquirements, My advioce to friends in India i1s to with-
draw from the International Olymple Assoeciation and to congen=

trate on the Far Zastern sports for some years till they have

attained a far higher standard and better orgenisation.

* SR N ! 1 . = g- _r—l"‘lI
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I appreciate the compliment you pay me in asking
me to rejoin the I.0.C. I would willingly do so and
conaider it a very high homour. I muld,'uthur take a small
part in such work than a leading pert in the Government of
a country; but I am much broken down in health, and have
consequently retired from asctive llife In everything and
camot any longer find the energy even to travel to attend
to my duties. REailway trgvelling I find wvery fatigulng
and tiresome, and if I cemot share in the activities of the
International Committes I do mot think it falr to keep some
eaoh better man out of 1t. |

But 1if yon still urge me to remain on the Committes

t11l some cne else is found to fill my place, I am willing

to maccept your suggestion, as I expeet to be in Europe every

year for my health. I am afraid, however, I can only be an !
inactive and nominal member who can not take part in my !

of your deliverations, except on very rare cgoasiooe when uwl

health permita. r

Yours sinoerely,
D "?Daa{;__'
- I|
Count de Baillet Latouar,
Chairman, Comite International Olympiquse,
Mon Repos,

Lausanns,
Salase.

As Indian sport gets corporate support in the days and months to come and as the sports ministry launches
Mission 2020, it is only just that the nation pays a tribute to Sir Dorabji Tata for his pioneering contribution
to developing Olympic sport in India. This piece is an attempt.

Alumnus (History/1994-97)
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The Idiom of India:

Rabindranath Tagore and the
Poet-Saints of Medieval Times

CHHANDA CHATTERJEE

abindranath Tagore
belonged to a very
umultuous  period of

India’s history when the country
was confronted with the task of
forging an identity for itself in the
world. Asthe countrytried to break
out of dependence on its colonial
masters and staked out its claim
for self-rule, it was confronted
with the problem of the presence
of a strong Muslim minority
and a numerous population of
depressed classes whom the
colonial authorities tried to isolate
from the mainstream nationalists.
The Round Table Conference of
1931 to decide on the transfer of
power was marred by the cropping
up of such issues. Although Tagore
was a poet and not a politician,
he could not remain totally aloof
from these developments. Tagore
sought his answer to the country’s
problems in the country’s rich
heritage of assimilation and
harmony expounded in the
teachings of the Upanishads, in
Lord Buddha’s vision of Brahma-
Vihara and, in more recent times,
in the teachings of the medieval
saint poets like Guru Nanak,
Ramananda, Kabir and Ravidas.

India had a long tradition of
assimilation. Hordes of foreign

invaders entered the plains
through  the  North-Western
passes and got absorbed among
the original inhabitants. To reduce
conflict among the different
trades to a minimum the Rishis
or the wise men of India allotted
different entitlements to them
which took the name of castes.
Different castes were expected to
confine men to their own pursuits
so that they would not intrude
on the vocations of others. This
was supposed to contain social
tensions to a considerable degree
in a multi-ethnic society.!

The advent of the egalitarian
ideals of Buddhism and Jainism
disturbed the social equilibrium
carefully worked out by the ancient
Rishis. When finally they could
recover from the combined attack
of foreign invaders and the non-
Brahmin ideology of the Sakya
Prince, the Brahmin custodians
of social practices imposed a very
rigid compartmentalisation on
society with the collaboration of
the Rajput Princes whom they had
succeeded in making partisans to
their venture.? Such barriers left
no room for mutability, which
is the ‘law of life’s and relegated
certain sections of the people to a
permanent position of inferiority
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with crippling effects on their
minds and the narrowing of their
lives.#

The advent of Islam to India was
different from earlier migrations
as it was not a religion which
would easily lose its identity in
the pre-existing culture of the
sub-continent. Tagore attributed
the different nature of Islam to
the different kind of environment
in which it had originated. The
civilisation of India had its origins
in the quiet and hospitable
environment of the forest while
the cradle of Islam had been
the inhospitable desert land of
Arabia.’

The cooperation of the Muslims
was earnestly sought by the
mainstream nationalists for the
first time during the Swadeshi
movement in Bengal in protest
against Lord Curzon’s carving
out of a new province of Eastern
Bengal and Assam in 1905. But
this opportunistic offer for united
action did not evoke the desired
warmth in the Muslims. As Tagore
put it:

“Doubtless a coalition with them
would have been very convenient
for us, but it is not enough that
a thing should be convenient
for it to be feasible. If there are
differences between Hindu and
Moslem which are real, they
cannot be spirited away by any
jugglery. If, in our anxiety to
secure some convenience, we
ignore the facts, the facts will
ignore our convenience. We failed
because the invitation which we
extended to the Moslems was for
serving a purpose, not because it
was inevitable, as is the invitation
of mutual good feeling in common
service.”®

With the growing intensity in
sentiments of nationalism, the
majority community embarked
on a project of Hindu revivalism
to arouse mass enthusiasm for its
programme of opposing colonial
rule. As they harked back to the
glory of the days of yore with the
Muslim as their ‘other’ in the
days of recent past, the Muslims
did not give in passively. They
too were roused to revivalist
movements which would purge
all attempts at syncretism and
mutual accommodation at local
levels.”

egalitarian message of Islam
irrespective of a person’s birth
or caste presented an attractive
alternative to the deprived and
the lowly on the fringes of
mainstream  Indian  society.
Islam’s message of equality
reached the kufra (non-believers)
through the khidmat-i-khalaq
(service to the humanity) of the
Sufi silsilahs (fraternities) which
had established their khangas
(hospices) among the poor.

Continuous coexistence in a non-
Muslim environment made the

Relations between the two communities were often
under heavy strain with the outbreak of riots at times on

Issues such as cow protection or music before mosque
|

Relations between the two
communities were often under
heavy strain with the outbreak
of riots at times on issues such
as cow protection or music
before mosque. Thus Tagore
saw no hope that fear of foreign
rule or common hatred against
it would take Hindu-Muslim
understanding very far. He could
visualise that with the awakening
of the Hindus and the Muslims to
a sense of their ‘individuality’ they
would become more antagonistic
and exclusive. Even if they came
to some makeshift understanding,
such compromises were destined
to be fragile. Gandhi had been
trying to get closer to them by
supporting them on the Khilafat
issue but such cooperation did not
promise to be a lasting one.

However, through centuries of
existence beside each other, some
kind of mutual understanding
and accommodation was taking
place on a different plane. The

Sufis imbibe some doctrines of
their neighbours. It was made
possible by the spread of the
nirguna (qualityless or formless)
form of worship among some of
the Hindu cults like the Natha
Yogis. The Natha panthis often
came from among the non-
Brahmins and were opposed to
the Brahmanic religion based
on rituals, image worship and
caste differentiation. The Saiva
Nayanars, who had faith in
Vedanta-related nirguna worship
and the Tamil Alvars, who believed
in saguna worship centred
on the avatars had long been
preaching against the monopoly
of temple worship by the Brahmin
Chaturvedis. Their ideas gained
currency in northern India in
the twelfth century through
the Srivaisnava movement of
Ramanuja. Birth and caste were
no longer regarded as obstacles to
salvation .8

The loosening ties of the
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Brahmins with the Rajputs since
the Turko-Afghan conquest of
India facilitated the spread of such
ideas.® This composite culture of
northern India gave rise to a long
line of thinkers like Ramananda
and his famous disciples Kabir
and Ravidas. Guru Nanak of
Punjab studied the philosophical
and metaphysical system of these
regions and formulated his own
teachings from the collected
wisdom of the country.

Tagore would have liked some
such movement from within the
country itself to surge forward.
In a letter to C. F. Andrews from
near Zurich written on May 10,
1921, Tagore mentioned how
Guru Nanak and Kabir in their
life and teaching had effected an
“organic union of the Hindu and
Muhammadan cultures” *©

Tagore had come into contact
with the ideas of the Guru
Granth Sahib quite early in his
life through the intervention
of his father Debendranath
Tagore. The latter was an ardent
proponent of monistic ideas
and was a strong partisan in
the new cult of Brahmoism
introduced by Rammohun Roy.
Debendranath wanted to know
about the monotheistic ideas
of the Guru Granth Sahib and
visited Amritsar to be able to read
the Guru Granth Sahib in the
original." The Guru Granth Sahib
did not merely contain the verses
authored by the Sikh Gurus. At the
time of its compilation in 1603-04
Guru Arjun Dev had also included
many verses of like-minded
contemporary poets in it. Thus, in
a sense, the Guru Granth Sahib
was a mirror of the intellectual
revolution going on in India since
the twelfth century. This was
probably the starting point of his
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later day interest in the saint poets
of the Guru Granth Sahib.

Tagore would have liked present-
day nationalists to take up the
programme of social regeneration
that had been started several
centuries back by the poet saints
of medieval times and bring their
work to its logical conclusion. He
asked his friend and colleague,
Kshitimohan Sen, to collect
the songs of these north Indian
poets so that their ideas could
be disseminated among the
people at large. Kshitimohan
succeeded in collecting a good
many dohas, sabads and slokas
from a long sojourn in various
parts of northern and western
India, especially his alma mater
Benares. He was surprised to
notice a similarity in the ideas of
Tagore’s Gitanjali, which had won
so much acclaim in the West and
the ideas contained in the slokas
of these poet-saints.’? Ajit Kumar
Chakravarti, a professor of English
in Santiniketan, translated some

For the priest, the warrior, the
tradesman, and all the thirty-six
castes,

Alike are seeking for God.

It is but folly to ask what the caste
of a saint may be;

The barber has sought God,
the washerwoman, and the
carpenter—

Even Raidas was a seeker after
God.

The Rishi Swapacha was a tanner
by caste.

Hindus and Moslems alike have
achieved that End, where remains
no

Mark of distinction.”

Caste and religion were both
found to be artificial barriers
between man and man in Kabir’s
perception. He would not admit
of any differentiation other than
those created by God :

|
Caste and religion were both found to be artificial
barriers between man and man in Kabir's perception.
He would not admit of any differentiation other than

those created by God

116 of these poems into English.
These songs appealed so much to
Tagore that he himself undertook
the translation of several of
Kabir’s poems with the help of
Evelyn Underhill. These were
later published by the London
Society in 1914 as ‘The Hundred
Poems of Kabir.” Many of these
poems questioned the rationality
of the caste system :

“It is needless to ask of a saint the
caste to which he belongs;

“The Lord, the Maker, hath
moulded one mass of clay

Into vessels of diverse shapes

Free from taint are all the vessels
of clay

Since free from taint is the divine
potter.”

If the distinction between Hindus
and Muslims, Brahmins and
non-Brahmins had been divinely
ordained, there would have been
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some proof of it. Since men bore
no mark of distinction at their
time of birth, the man-made
distinctions were all artificial :

“You say you are a Brahmin
Born of a Brahmin woman

Should you not have come into the
world

By another way?

What makes you a Brahmin
And I merely a Sudra?

If blood runs in my veins
Does milk flow in yours?®

Nor were Muslims spared from
his caustic tongue —

“If God had wanted to make me a
Muslim,

Why didn’t he make the incision?6

Kabir was so critical of the
bigotries of both the Hindus as well
as the Muslims that J.S. Grewal
concluded that he was trying to
chart out a new path altogether.?”
Although he acquired his fame
as a disciple of Ramananda, he
also came under the influence of
the Sufi saint Shah Taqi but that
did not soften down his acerbities
in any way. Kabir ridiculed the
Muslim religious men for their
stress on external observances :

“Kabir, why, O Mullah, climbest
thou up to thy minaret?

Thinkest thou that the Lord is
hard of hearing ?

Seek in thy heart for him whose
sake

Thou so loudly callest to
prayer !718

For Hindu ritualism too, he had
an equal amount of contempt and
remarked brusquely :

“Vedas, Puranas — why read them?

It’s like loading an ass with
sandalwood.”

The equality of all human beings
in the eyes of God was put forth
yet more stridently by Ravidas. He
refused to accept an inferior status
because of his caste ranking. He
emphasized the purity of heart as
a precondition of nearness to God:

“O people of the city everyone
knows

I am a cobbler by trade and tanner
by caste,

One of the low caste, and yet
within my heart

I meditate upon God.”2°

Tagore was so moved by the
writings of Ravidas that he
devoted one poem Premer Sona
in his Punascha to the tale of how
Queen Jhali of Chittor accepted
him as her Guru in defiance of her
family priest. The poem was later
translated into English of which
the last lines were of a special
poignance :

“The old Brahmin priest of the
King’s house rebuked her for
her desecration of sacred law by
offering homage as a disciple to an
outcaste.

‘Brahmin’, the Rani answered,
‘while you were busy tying
your purse strings of custom
ever tighter, love’s gold slipped
unnoticed to the earth, and my
master in his divine humility has
picked it up from the dust.

‘Revel in your pride of the
unmeaning knots without
number, harden your miserly
heart, but I, a beggar woman, am
glad to receive love’s wealth, the
gift of the lowly dust, from my
Master, the sweeper.”

Tagore devoted several of his
poems to the saint reformer
Ramananda(1340-1430), who had
initiated Kabir and Raidas, the
two great stalwarts of the fifteenth
century social regeneration in
India, to the path of devotion. “In
the medieval age”, Tagore wrote
in his ‘A Vision of India’s History’,
“the Brahmin Ramananda was
the first to give voice to a cry of
unity which is India’s own and
in consequence lost his honoured
place as a Brahmin Guru.”>

contains two of
his poems, ‘Suchi’ (Purity)
and Snan Samapan (The
Sacred Bath), the second
of which had later been translated
into English and included in
Tagore’s Poems. It speaks of
Guru Ramananda’s uneasiness
after his sacred bath in the
Ganges till he went to Bhajan,
the tanner, in the tanners’ colony,
took him in his arms and
recognised that ‘the mother’s love
(of the river Ganges) is for all’?4. In
the words of the poet:

Punascha

“Ramananda drew him to his
heart and Bhajan, his eyes filled
with tears, cried in dismay,
‘Master, why bringest upon thee
such pollution!

And Master said, ‘While on my
way to my bath I shunned your
village and thus my heart missed
the blessings of the Ganges whose
mother’s love is for all.
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‘Her own touch comes down at
last upon me at the touch of your
body with mine and

I am purified.”*

All these poems were written in the
year 1932, when Mahatma Gandhi
was on fast in the Yeravada jail in
Poona to thwart the British scheme
to detach the scheduled castes
from the mainstream nationalists
during the negotiations and the
question of upper caste neglect of
the lower strata of society came
to the fore. In an address to the
staff and students of Santiniketan
and Sriniketan on the fateful
day (20" of September when
Gandhiji started his fast) Tagore
condemned “the social inequities
upon which all our enemies find
their principal support.” 26

Tagore  thought that the
perpetuation of such inequalities
was bound to alienate the
depressed sections from the
freedom struggle and even
threatened the stability of the
country’s social fabric as well :

“The concrete fact of inequalities
between individuals and races
cannot be ignored, but to accept it
as absolute and utilise it to deprive
men of their human rights and
comradeship is a social crime that
multiplies fast in its heinousness.
We who imagine ourselves
superior to those whom we have
tied down to their abasement are
punished by enfeebling them and
losing them from us. The weakness
engendered by such alienation has
been one of the principal causes of
defeatin all our historical conflicts.
Where numerous divisions have
been made among the people
by dark gaps of dishonour balance
is upset and social structure is
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ever in danger of toppling over.”*

Tagore, who had great faith in the
basic goodness of man, believed
that love and sacrifice in the way
that the saint poets of the Guru
Granth Sahib in medieval times
had suggested could cure the ills
of the country. Unlike Mahatma
Gandhi, Tagore was not in politics.
He was merely a poet with a poetic
vision. His prescriptions took the
sentiments of the people into
account and charted a path. He

expected the darkness of despair
and divisiveness soon to be cleared
up and a new dawn to break in the
history of the country.

Tagore had the discerning mind
to see how the saint poets of the
Guru Granth Sahib, through
their writings and their lives, had
evolved a common idiom of India
which could be applied to resolve
the conflictsthathad been plaguing
India even in contemporary times.
Faith in humanity and the healing

power of love inspired Tagore
with an optimism which enabled
him to persevere even in the dark
days of India’s freedom struggle
when caste differentiation
and communalism had raised
their hydra heads. Since time
immemorial she had absorbed
many contrary forces and yet
kept up a unity of civilisation.
The power of assimilation was
expected to assert itself once again
and the challenge to the country’s
unity would pass away.
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Alumnus (History/1968-71)

Sir Asutosh Mookerjee

and the

Presidency College,
Calcutta

CHITTATOSH MOOKERJEE

ir Asutosh Mookerjee was a
S distinguished alumnus of the

Presidency College (1880-
1886). His father Ganga Prasad
(born on 17th December, 1836)
was the third son of Biswanath
Mookerjee who was a resident of
Zirat village of Hooghly District.

After Biswanath died Ganga
Prasad and his three brothers were
in dire straits. They had moved to
Calcutta. Ganga Prasad with the
help of his eldest brother and the
scholarship awarded to him had
his education in Colootola Hare
School.

Thereafter Ganga Prasad was
admitted to the Presidency College
and obtained his Bachelor’s
Degree of Calcutta University
in 1861. Ganga Prasad had first
taken admission in the Law
Course of the Presidency College.
Then he changed his mind and
took admission in the Calcutta
Medical College. In the year 1867
Ganga Prasad obtained Bachelor
of Medicine Degree from Calcutta
Medical College.

While still a student Ganga Prasad
married Jagattarini, a daughter
of Pandit Harilal Chatterjee, who
was a distinguished Sanskrit
scholar and was a  teacher
in Calcutta Normal School
(Teachers’ Training School). On
29th June, 1864, Asutosh was
born in a rented house in Malanga
Lane, Bowbazar.

After his graduation from the
Calcutta Medical College, Ganga
Prasad shifted to Bhowanipur and
began to practice as a physician.
He with his family lived in
rented premises first in a house
in Kamrangatala Lane and then
shifted to another premises in
Puddapukur Road. In April 1873,
Ganga Prasad built his residence
in 77 Russa Road (Now 77 Asutosh
Mookerjee Road).

Ganga Prasad had soon become
one of the busiest medical
practitioners of Bhowanipur. In
the midst of his professional work,
Ganga Prasad found time to write
several Bengali books on medical
subjects, maternity, and child
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welfare. He also had translated
Valmiki’s Ramayana into Bengali
verse.

Except for a brief period — from
January 1872 till December 1875
— Asutosh studied at home with
his father and private tutors.
Madhusudan Das, Shyamacharan
Bose, Abinash Banerjee, Pandit
Ram Coomar Chakravorty and
others used to teach young
Asutosh.

Asutosh was a very bright student
and showed special aptitude in
Mathematics and English. Ganga
Prasad had very great influence
in moulding the career of his son
Asutosh.

In 1876, Asutosh was admitted
to Kalighat South Suburban
School (as it was called those
days). Several eminent teachers
including Pandit Sivanath Sastri
and Asutosh Biswas (who later
was the Public Prosecutor of
district 24 Parganas and was
killed in the Court room while
the Muraripukur Bomb case was
being tried), were then teachers of
the said School.

While he was a school student
Asutosh had great admiration
for Justice Dwarka Nath Mitter
(who was the second Indian to be
appointed as a Judge of Calcutta
High Court) for his vast learning
and strength of his character.
Dwarka Nath happened to be a
friend and neighbour of Ganga
Prasad.

Pandit Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar
also was a friend of Dr. Ganga
Prasad. Asutosh, then a school
student, visited Banaras, where
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he met Pandit Iswar Chandra
Vidyasagar. At the request of
Pandit Iswar Chandra, on his
way back to Calcutta, Asutosh
stopped at Karmatar where
Pandit Iswar Chandra was then
residing.  Thereafter, young
Asutosh happened to again meet
Pandit Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar
in the book shop of Thacker,
Spink and Co. Pandit Iswar
Chandra presented Asutosh a
copy of the book Robinson Crusoe
and asked him to read the book
carefully. This book presented by
Iswar Chandra is still preserved
by Asutosh’s family with deep
reverence. Pandit Iswar Chandra
Vidyasagar remained a role model
for Asutosh.

In December 1879 Asutosh had
passed his Entrance Examination
of Calcutta University and was
placed second in order of merit.

Asutosh, throughout his student
career, suffered from various

somewhat strange that there is no
record of any interaction between
the two either during their student
days or later on. Narendranath
had left Presidency College and
took admission in the General
Assemblies Institution.

The diary kept by Asutosh
mentions the names of his
close friends Satish Chandra
Mookerjee (who later taught in
National Council of Education
and founded Dawn Society),
Satish Chandra Roy, Satish
Chandra Ghosh. Asutosh’s diary
also recorded how deeply he was
reading books on a wide range of
subjects. While he was a student
of the Presidency College, Asutosh
took keen interest in matters of
public importance. His letters
to the Editor of The Statesman
were frequently published in that
newspaper. Once Sir Ramesh
Chandra Mitra delivered a speech
in the City College suggesting that
the Presidency College be closed
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Asutosh was a favourite student of Prof. Booth who
taught mathematics and Prof. Percival, the celebrated

Professor of English

ailments which seriously
interfered with his studies.

In 1880 Asutosh took admission
in the 1st year of the Calcutta
Presidency College.

Asutosh maintained a diary for
the period 1880 to 1886, in which
he briefly recorded his life and
time in the Presidency College.
Narendranath  Dutt  (Swami
Vivekananda) was admitted in the
same class with Asutosh. But it is

down. Young Asutosh promptly
wrote a protest letter which was
published in the Statesman. But
in his diary Asutosh himself made
an entry that his college was a
‘rotten one’ and many professors
were not good enough. But these
momentary expressions did not
represent his true views and in fact
Asutosh deeply revered and loved
his own college — Presidency. His
professors like Prof. Booth and
Prof. Percival had great affection
for Asutosh who also held them
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with deepest respect.

Among his  contemporaries
who were senior to Asutosh
in Presidency College, I may
mention the names of Byomkesh
Chakraborty, Asutosh Chowdhury,
Bhupendranath Bose, Heramba
Chandra Moitra, Abdur Rahim,
Prafulla Chandra Roy. All of
them had achieved fame in their
respective fields.

While Asutosh was a student in
Presidency College, the teachers
included C.H. Tawney, Prof.
William Booth, Prof. F.J. Rowe,
Prof. HW. McCann, Prof. H.M.
Percival, = Prof.  Pearycharan
Sarkar, Prof. Prasanna Kumar
Sarvadhikari.

Asutosh was a favourite student
of Prof. Booth who taught
mathematics and Prof. Percival,
the celebrated Professor of
English.

The Presidency College Union
was founded on 8th September
1877. By 1881 the Union had
become almost defunct. But
Asutosh and his friends revived
the College Union. Prof. H.M.
Percival remained the President
of the Union from 1882 to 1886.
Asutosh was the Secretary of
the Presidency College Union
from July 1882 to 1886. In 1887
Hemanta Kumar, the younger
brother of Asutosh, had succeeded
Asutosh as the Secretary of the
Union. Unfortunately, Hemanta
Kumar died shortly after passing
his B.A. Examination with First
Class Honours.

While Asutosh remained the
Secretary of the Union, meetings
of the students used to be

regularly conducted, debates used
to be held. The students including
Asutosh used to deliver lectures.
Professors of the College used to
preside over these functions. Prof.
McCann, who was a professor of
Mathematics, died and Asutosh
and his fellow students raised
subscriptions to commemorate
his memory. A marble tablet was
installed in the Library in memory
of Prof. McCann. The balance
of the subscription money was
given to the Calcutta University
for awarding a Gold Medal in
the memory of Prof. Maccan
to the best candidate in B.A.
Mathematics Examination every
year.

Asutosh used to wear ‘Dhooty’
with “Chudder” on his shoulder.
Asutosh travelled by tram car
from his home. One day Asutosh,
while alighting from the tram car,
fell down. Asutosh then resolved
not to use Chudder as a part of his
attire. A group was founded who
described them as the committee
S e oTet |

When Asutosh was studying in
the College, there was agitation
among the students when
Surendranath Banerjee, editor
of the “Bengali” was convicted
for contempt and sentenced to
imprisonment. Surendranath
had criticized in his paper Mr.
Justice Norman for ordering that
a family idol *&a™ e to be
brought to his court in connection
with a litigation among members
of a family. A Full Bench of the
High Court by majority found
Surendranath Banerjee guilty.
Justice Ramesh Chandra Mitra
dissented from the majority view.

A number of students including
Asutosh held a demonstration
near the High Court and pelted
brickbats. Some students (not
Asutosh) were arrested. Asutosh
records in his diary that he had
gone to Alipore jail gate to receive
those who had been arrested and
then released. It was perhaps
an irony that Asutosh, who later
became a Judge of the High Court,
in his youth had thrown brickbats
towards the High Court.

While still a student, young
Asutosh began buying books for
his studies and these books had
become the nucleus of his future
personal library, which perhaps
was one of the largest personal
library in the world. His books are
now part of the National Library.

Asutosh, who was still an
undergraduate student, began
to conduct researches in
mathematics and to contribute
research articles and papers to
foreign and Indian journals. In
the year 1881, one of his papers
appeared in the Cambridge
Messenger of  Mathematics.
Asutosh used to attend lectures
in the Indian Association for
Cultivation of Science, and in
the Asiatic Society of Bengal. He
continued to contribute research
papers in Indian and foreign
journals. He was recognized
as an outstanding researcher

in mathematical subjects.
While he was still a student of
Presidency College, Asutosh

was elected a member of the
London Mathematical Society.
Later on he was elected
Fellow of the Royal Society,
Edinburgh, and learned societies
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of Great Britain, France, and Italy.

In 1885 Asutosh stood first in
his B.A. Examination and was
awarded Ishan Scholarship for
having obtained the highest
marks among all the successful
candidates in that year's B.A.
Examination.

In 1886 Asutosh passed M.A.
Examination of the Calcutta
University standing First Class
First. Asutosh also obtained
another M.A. Degree in Physics.

Asutosh was recognized as the
most outstanding student of his
generation. Mr. Alfred Croft,
the then Director of Public
Instruction, Bengal, offered him
a teaching post in the Presidency
College. Asutosh, who was also
keen to carry on researches in
Mathematics, was prepared to
accept this offer on condition
that his salary must be equal to
European teachers of the College.
Further, Asutosh would be allowed
to conduct his research. Thirdly,
Asutosh wanted an assurance that
he would never be transferred
from Presidency College. The
then Director Public Instruction,
Bengal, was annoyed and could
not accept these conditions
and did not appoint Asutosh as
a professor in the Presidency
College.

Justice Sir Gurudas Banerjee,
Judge of Calcutta High Court,
was made the first Indian Vice-
Chancellor of the Calcutta
University. Sir Gurudas Banerjee
also tried to appoint Asutosh as a
Professor of Mathematics in the
Calcutta University. But he failed
to persuade the Government to



d PRESIDENCY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION — AUTUMN ANNUAL_

| I

create a post carrying salary of
Rs. 4,000/~ per year for Asutosh.
Therefore, Asutosh failed to
devote his life to research in
Mathematics. He himself had said
he that drifted to Law thereafter.
In fact he was set to embark on a
much more illustrious career.

Sir Rash Behari Ghosh, the
legendary legal luminary, was a
friend of Ganga Prasad, father of
Asutosh. Asutosh, after studying
law in the City College, Calcutta,
became articled to Sir Rash
Behari Ghosh and thereafter
Asutosh began to practice law in
the Calcutta High Court. Asutosh,
however, continued to take interest
in mathematical research. He
used to take classes in the Indian
Association for the Cultivation of
Science. Asutosh, in a short time,
became a very busy lawyer and was

also involved in public life. He also
was elected as a Commissioner of
Calcutta Municipal Corporation.
Asutosh was also elected to the
Bengal Legislative Council and
subsequently to the Imperial
Legislative Council.

In 1904, Asutosh at the early age
of 40, was appointed Judge of
Calcutta High Court (1904-1924).
In 1906, Asutosh became the
Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta
University (1906-1914, 1919-
1923).

His career in fields of Law and
Education do not form the subject
matter of this article. Therefore,
I refrain from discussing Sir
Asutosh's life as a Jurist and an
Educationist.

But I ought to mention that
Asutosh Mookerjee had become
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the President of the Presidency
College Governing Body. He was
also the Chairman of the Enquiry
Committee appointed following
the “Oaten incident”. I propose
not to discuss the facts relating
to them. Prof. Oaten himself
had written about them in his
autobiography. Others have also
dwelt on these facts in detail. I
would only conclude by observing
that while Netaji Subhas Chandra
was removed from Presidency
College, because of Sir Asutosh it
was possible for Netaji Subhas to
resume, after abreak, his studiesin
Scottish Church College — paving
the way for his extraordinary and
outstanding career in future.

Alumnus (Eonomics/1944-50)

The day after
memories of
Presidency University

DEEP KANTA LAHIRI CHOUDHURY

the best of times. As I was

standing in the admission
queue, papers in hand, shuffling
along like a penitent, she walked
by. Head held high, white dress,
her sandals in hand. I felt that this
would be my college.

It was the worst of times and

I was ragged after admission. I
remember that huge classroom,
most probably History, more likely
Economics. Abhik Burman, ever
the wit — and witticism was much
in fashion those days — asked me
to play the Hanswadhani raag
with my teeth. Dumbfounded, I
stood, as usual, beneath those high
ceilings. Jhantu Babu proceeded
to demonstrate. Apparently you
are to exhibit various sets of pairs
of teeth, in silence, to the audience
accordingly. I was never clever.
And do I wake up at seven in the
morning to practise this strange
ritual? I confess I do not: I do not
have flashing teeth that can riyaz
Hanswadhani in silence. The most
innocuous, innocent and friendly
ragging yet, with seniors from
all departments present, I was
reminded of the undercurrent of
violence that Presidency College
carries deep in its memories.

Those wide stairs leading up to
our classes worried me. I had
visions of a teacher tumbling
down as I went down them to a
blood donation camp. Mercy be to
those that received this particular
benediction. Yet, good was
thought of, and good was done.

I once tried to be clever in class.
Professor S.K. Mukherjee was a
venerable teacher and not to be
trifled with. He was teaching us
Ancient History and remarked
that most skeletons in Mohenjo
Daro were found on the stairs.
I was dozing on the last gnarled
bench, more eroded than the
others, and, perhaps, rightly
so. Most skeletons in Mohenjo
Daro were found on the ... Wow!
Here was the moment of rational
awakening. The question! Sir, why
are most of the skeletons found on
stairs? He gave me a patient reply,
which I still remember: ‘When
there is an invasion people have a
tendency to run down stairs’. As I
remarked I never attempted to be
clever in class again.

Professor Rajat Kanta Ray
taught us the French Revolution,
while crows cawed in the sleepy
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heat of the afternoon, with the
sun creeping in through the
enormously tall windows. Rajat
Babu taught us to be historians.
Ranajoy was there, Kaushik was
there, Rajratna was there, each
brilliant in their own spheres.
Underneath those high walls,
sitting at the gnarled benches,
Rajat Babu taught us the value
of “Conjuncture” as a causal
explanation in history. Perhaps
I am wrong, I was never very
clever. Presidency was much more
intelligent.

Professor Dipak Banerjee used to
come in and hang up his tweed
jacket. Therewashisclipped accent
and wonderful sense of humour.
His first sentence addressed to
us was, ‘Economics is about flow’.
Meetings, however brief, with
Professors Prodosh Bhattacharya,
Subhas Chakravarty, and Supriya
Chaudhuri were a delight.

While the internal dust and
noise of the first metro railway
line refused to settle, there were
many a friend who twisted their
knee or ankle while crossing the
cobbled and slippery tramway
streets. It seemed we lived in a
time of primeval gore. 47 B was a
wandering mistral and 2B was a
perpetual question.

There were old fashioned eating
houses and coffee houses littered
along the way like scars from a
young wound. The city droned
on in an endless exhaustion.
The lights and the sounds on the
metro line providing perhaps
another energy. Reading through
the heat of the city, we, perhaps,
understand its ripple. Many of us,
tired of 2B or not 2B and 47B, just
walked home avoiding the quite
deep ditches often without any
warning or barricades. It was a
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long walk and I walked south. So,
this was the city where Presidency
College nestled like an emerald
dove at its heart.

Actually there were not two but
three cities or space-time- system
as it is fashionable now within the
college: the classroom, the library,
and the canteen. Of course this
was not fixed, some chose the
coffee house for their love, others
the grounds for their cricket, still
others for the roofs of the canteen
just for the joy of rediscovering.
This city oppressed us forcing
disquiet upon the three major
other cities in the college.

urgent whispers. Yet this almost
silent world was reflecting the
city. Professor Sukanta Chaudhuri
was cataloguing the books of this
musty library. It was a great pity
that we had almost completed our
graduation from college by the
time he finished cataloguing.

The canteen was a world in flux
as young men and women began
to negotiate adulthood and society
at large. Earlier celebrations of
memories of student life in College
show a remarkable agreement on
one issue: the induction of women
in College. The more gradual
disappearance of the dhuti

|
Going back some years ago to speak to the
College students | was struck by the similarities and
adissimilarities. But some things remained unchanged;
the huge clock, the bell at the end of class. And those

wide, wide stairs

To adopt different strategies of
how to get home, some left early,
some just adhered to times, a few
lingered on waiting for the heat
and dust to settle. On the main
street the endless lights and the
sound of brutal boring and cranes
continued. The library was a haven
of silence. People conducted
romances at the back through

panjabi, the sari, is relatively less
noticed. Calling somebody apni
seems to be disappearing while
tumi has become the universal
familiar form of address. Yet
changes they were, reflecting
society at large. Perhaps, moving
away from the horrors of radical
politics and reflecting the dug
up wounds of streets during the

constructing of the underground
Metro, students turned inwards.
As if to shut out the wounds
outside, political, economic, and
soon to become concerned with
Reservation and caste-based
politics.

Presidency’s belief that it was a
microcosm was strong. This was
further reinforced during my time
by the fact that nearly everybody
congregated to the canteen. Of
course, there was an outside
but it was ‘out there’, one rarely
mentioned it unless you were
growing a beard. The outside did
penetrate this dream but rarely.
The Mandal Commission was
one such penetration; suddenly
everyone was polarised, suddenly
acutely conscious of caste.
Students were vocal, and marched,
briefly, outside the College walls.
However, those vocal against
reservation and for merit, soon
cringed as they became aware
of the social capital behind the
simplicity of the term merit.

Going back some years ago to
speak to the College students I
was struck by the similarities and
dissimilarities. But some things
remained unchanged; the huge
clock, the bell at the end of class.
And those wide, wide stairs.

Alumnus (History/1989-91)

e W, TSP T,

AT 3!

@l We TN

O IR

‘TR’ [RI&Ioie

JPAR AR G TG

IR ke e@iEe] AR,
‘el Sresf, AR TG, AR SPET,
ORI FRAY G P IR | 22
e IO 2| [eAR, (7 1 7l
TCe IRCO AR A, @ TF
RIS CIMCIERRAC RCIE I
o8 I P EeT Feia e
@FTER W @0 O SRR TR
87 ‘Prviifee’ @RE G Rl
FHPBITE S A OiEs”
‘I TN LA (ST RSAE Y32
T | @7 FCE SRH] GI6l HIFE
AR qGH, WHEE @REFE oE
*fefFafer Jfey T @ e
50 TR | ROV (RIS, XTI 5N,
Teb FeWl ol Yol TeR IE
AT | HAPRICSS  RHRT G-
FS TR Gele dre I | @HH
AR CRCATT! AAG I AT
3 FEEELH N @ A, OF
R PR ARG W Sl IJceoR
IS [T IS | 57 o el
& AfoR wy freey? IEmREE
e Iz €3 A @ e fore
GFHl AR @A SR | AR

Tora MR @3 oIel AgereR- 57
PR ST AEIH o wasi!
witz, AR B XY@ 00T AR NSl
R |

Grfer SifeR 0 STebt | @2 BIRGH @
FICEA, TS TN SASEOR ST
Tefie Gl @ ol TEATE (@ FgH!
O @R *F IFROTER A& w&l
@RI AW | @F3 GRS AR TG G2
FREE @R (a8 | e Aew
AN PR AR RATPAF A
‘e (Tee SEr” Wi | T ae=m
TR I3 WA FHrehe
R SR SCCORR oI | @5F

| |

A o G N TSI TN
USER e XScRERIGRICHE RO

““Alice ! A Childish story take,
And, with a gentle hand,

Lay it where childhood's dreams
are twined
In memory's mystic band,

Like pilgrim's wither'd wreath of
flowers
Pluck'd in a far-off land.

[Alice's Adventures in Wonderlend]

A tale begun in other days,
when summer suns were glowing -

A simple chime, that served to
time
The rhythm of our rowing -

Whose echoes live in memory yet,
Though envious years would say
'forget'.

[Through the Looking-Glass and
what Alice found there]
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'Tt seems a shame', the Walrus
said

'To play them such a trick,

After we've brought them out so
far,

And made them trot so quick!'
The Carpenter said nothing but
"The butter's spread too thick!"

'T weep for you' the Walrus said,
'T deeply sympathize.'

With sobs and tears he sorted out
Those of the largest size,

Holding his pocket-handkerchief

Before his streaming eyes.
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How doth the little busy bee
Improve each shining hour,

And gather honey all the day
From every opening flower.
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How doth the little crocodile

Improve his shining tail

And pours the waters of the Nile

On every golden scale!

How cheerfully he seems to grin,

How neatly spreads his claws,

And welcomes little fishes in

With gently smiling jaws!
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‘Such a
trial
dear sir,
With no
jury or
judge
would be
wasting
our breath'
'T'll be
judge
I'll be
jury.
Said
Cunning
old Fury;
Tl try
the whole
cause
and

condemn

to

death.’
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‘You are old, father William,” the
young man cried,

‘And pleasures with you pass
away.

And yet you lament not the days
that are gone;

Now tell me the reason, I pray.’

‘In the days of my youth,” father
William replied,

‘T remembered that youth could
not last;

I thought of the future whatever
Idid,

That I never might grieve for the
past.’
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‘And how many hours a day did
you do lessons?’

said Alice, in a hurry to change the
subject.
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‘T have answered three questions,
and that is enough’

Said his father; ‘don't give yourself
airs !’

Do you think I can listen all day to
such stuff?

Be off, or I'll kick you down stairs!’
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‘Ten hours the first day’ said the
Mock Turtle:

‘nine the next, and so on’.

‘What a curious plan!” exclaimed
Alice.

‘That's the reason they're called
lessons’ the Gryphon remarked :
‘because they lessen from day to

day.’
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Speak gently to the little child
Its love be sure to gain;

Teach it in accents soft and mild;
It may not long remain.

Speak gently to the young; for they
Will have enough to bear;

Pass through this life as best they
may

"Tis full of anxious care.
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‘Speak roughly to your little boy,
And beat him when he sneezes;
He only does it to annoy,
Because he knows it teases.’

CHORUS

(in which the cook and the baby
joined)

‘Wow! Wow! Wow!’

‘I Speak severely to my boy,

I beat him when he sneezes;

For he can thoroughly enjoy

The pepper when he pleases!’

CHORUS
‘Wow! Wow! Wow!’
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‘Said I then to my heart, ‘Here's a
lesson for me,

This man's but a picture of what I
might be:

But thanks to my friends for their
care in my breeding,

Who taught me betimes to love
working and reading.’
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‘I passed by his garden and
marked, with one eye,

How the Owl and the Panther
were sharing a pie:

The Panther took pie-crust and
gravy, and meat,

While the Owl had the dish as its
share of the treat.

When the pie was all finished, the
Owl, as a boon,
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Was kindly permitted to pocket
the spoon.

While the Panther received knife
and fork with a growl,’

And concluded the banquent by --
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When the glass
was shattered on
December 9°

MUKUL MAJUMDAR

as the events unfolded. Soon

enough, the magnitude of
the disaster became apparent
as casualty figures kept rising.
In a tense and panic-stricken
environment, helplessness
of those directly affected was
matched only by the mounting
difficulties of rescue operations
due to inadequate infrastructure.
Chaos and ugly confrontations on
a larger scale were averted by the
appearance of a civilian command.
From various perspectives, tough
questions about accountability
and the standards of safety
regulations were raised when it
was recognized that valuable time
had been lost due to negligence
and callous disrespect for human
life. That a private hospital selling
health-care at a premium price
had, in fact, set up a death-trap,
raised deep concerns involving
the functioning of a market system
and the protection of fundamental
rights of a consumer.

Iwas glued to the T.V. screen

On many occasions, as on the
aftermath of this tragedy, I am
reminded of the little book On the
Economic Theory of Socialism

by Oskar Lange and Fred Taylor.
When I was at Presidency, Amit
Bhaduri, who gave a set of brilliant
lectures on microeconomics, drew
my attention to this collection
of essays. Over the years, from
many other sources and teachers,
I have tried to acquire a balanced
view of the role of the market
mechanism in allocating resources
and the need for government
interventions. But Lange has
remained one of my favorites.

An  intellectual achievement
of economic theory during the
second half of the 20th century
was a rigorous demonstration
(in a mathematical model: an
idealized version of reality) that
an equilibrium allocation of
resources in a competitive market
economy with private ownership
is (Pareto) efficient. I shall attempt
a careful examination of this claim
by elaborating upon the concepts
of competitive equilibrium and

efficiency.

Although many economists and
mathematicians have contributed
to the development of the model,
the edifice that I have in mind owes
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so much to the influential work
of Kenneth Arrow and Gerard
Debreu in the early 1950s that I
refer to it as “the Arrow-Debreu
model”. A suggestion from Arrow
led to a reinterpretation to cover
the case of uncertainty about the
availability of resources, about
the technology and consumption
possibilities. Here is an informal
description (deliberately glossing
over finer details) of this model.
Think of an economy at the
presentinstant (“today”) in a given
location (Kolkata), and, suppose
that it has a life span of “T” time
intervals (to be called “periods” or
“dates”; this T'depends on how we
slice calendar time ). It is assumed
that “uncertainty” originates from
the choice that Nature makes
among alternative events in each
future period from 1 through T.
The agents in the economy have
no control over Nature’s choice
of these events, but they all agree
on the description of these events
and have the same information
as to their occurrence in any
period. As an example, it may
be that June 15, 2015, belongs to
period 10, and period 10 may be
either a monsoon period or a dry
period. The agents are engaged
today in preparing contracts to
buy and sell a given number of
commodities (goods and services:
food, clothing, land, machinery,
skilled labor...). Commodities are
distinguished by their physical
characteristics, by their date
of availability, and also by the
environmental event in which
they are made available. For
example, an umbrella available
in Kolkata in period 10, when
it is a typical Monsoon period
is a different commodity from
the same umbrella available in

Kolkata in the same period, when
itis not a typical Monsoon period.
Thus, we have a greatly expanded
list of commodities. It is assumed
that, for each commodity, there
is a market in which its price
is quoted. The notion of a
competitive market is captured by
the following assumption: all the
agents accept market prices as
given in undertaking buying and

(2)

profit (at these prices) over
all technologically possible
choices;

each consumer’s plan
maximizes utility over all
possible choices which meet
the  “budget constraint”
(at these prices) : the
requirement that the cost of
any consumption plan is no

An intellectual achievement of economic theory
auring the second half of the 20th century was a
rigorous demonstration (in a mathematical model : an
idealized version of reality) that an equilibrium allocation
of resources in a competitive market economy with

private ownership is (Pareto) efficient
|

selling contracts. For simplicity,
there are two groups of agents:
producers and consumers. Note
that the same individual may be
a consumer of some commodity
(consumes or “demands” food)
and a producer of some other
(sells or “supplies” skilled labor),
and a typical agricultural firm is
a producer of some commodity
(supplies food) and consumer of
others (demands inputs like seeds,
fertilizers, water,...). The total
supply of each commodity is the
sum of the supplies coming from
all producers. The total demand is
obtained as the sum of demands
from all consumers.

An equilibrium of this competitive
economy is a list of prices,
a production plan for each
producer, a consumption plan for
each consumer such that:

(1) each producer’s plan on
inputs and outputs maximizes

(3)

more than the consumer's net
worth (defined as the value
of the initial holding (of land,
labor,..) and profit income);

for each commodity total
demand equals total supply
(production plus total
holdings): the fundamental
market balancing property.

Under relatively mild
restrictions on the utilities
of consumers it can be
shown that, in this model,
an equilibrium is (Pareto)
efficient given the total
initial holdings, there is no
alternative consumption-
production plan that makes
all the consumers better
off. Proving that such an
equilibrium exists is a deeper
mathematical problem.
Debreu, with his remarkable
allegiance to rigor, provided
a complete account of the
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logical steps involved in
proving the existence and
efficiency of an equilibrium
in his classic Theory of Value

(1959).

How does this Arrow-Debreu
economy evolve over time if
in equilibrium ?

All accounts are settled at the
present instant and there is no
incentive to revise plans, and
reopen the market. When period
1 arrives and Nature chooses an
event, only contracts contingent
on that event remain relevant and
are carried out. For example, when
June 15, 2015, arrives, and, the
monsoon does not hit Kolkata, all
contracts contingent on monsoon-
hit Kolkata are disregarded!

It should be stressed at this
point that in an equilibrium,
the (“invisible hand” of) prices
achieve a coordination of all the
decentralized decisions made by
agents who are “pursuing self-
interest” (maximizing utilities or
generating maximum profits).
The market balance condition
(3) captures the notion of
consistency of these decentralized
plans. Decentralization utilizes
incentives that are “naturally
operative” in the market system
and minimizes the cost of
information exchange in the
allocation of resources (each
producer typically looks at a small
set of prices of inputs and outputs
relevant for his technology and
does not need to interact with
other producers; similarly, for
consumers). For each agent, the
system of prices conveys all the
information needed for calculating
his optimal plan.
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One needs to reflect just for a
moment to recognize that this
system of complete markets for
all possible contingencies over
the entire life-time of an economy
is far too complex and refined
for designing an institution for
resource allocation. Also, the
agents are assumed to possess
calculation abilities that are hard
even to imagine. Finally, can a
system that relies on contingent
contracts over time survive
without a rule of law or a system
of government that can enforce
the fulfillment of such contracts ?

Subsequent research has extended
the Arrow-Debreu model to take
account of (a) the differences
of information among agents;
(b) incompleteness of markets
and active trading period after
period; (c) the role of expectations
in a sequential evolution of
the economy. Progress along
these lines has enhanced our
understanding of money and
markets for securities: institutions
(so  prominent in  market
economies that we observe) about
which the Arrow-Debreu model
could provide few insights. It
has also led — and this is central
to my theme — to a recognition
of the limits to the ability of the
“invisible hand” to attain Pareto
efficiency. I shall comment only
on one aspect, namely, the role of
expectations when trading takes
place in every period. Consider a
sequence of active markets over
successive dates, and suppose
that in no period the market is
complete in the Arrow-Debreu
sense (i.e., for every date there
are some future events for which
“current” contracts for buying and
selling on those events are not
allowed). In such a situation, the

price at which a market is cleared
in the current period may depend
on the expectation that the agents
hold concerning prices in future
periods. If an agent holds a plot of
land, and is not offered contracts
for all possible future events, his
decision on whether to sell it at the
current price today will typically
depend on what he expects to get
in a possible future on-the-spot
transaction. In developing a notion
of a competitive equilibrium over
time under such situations, one
may impose (following Hicks in
his Value and Capital (1939))
three conditions:

(i) “everypersonisactinginsuch
a way as to reach his most
preferred position, subject
to the opportunities open to
him”;

(ii) commonfulfilled expectations
(“prices realized on each date
are the same as those which
were expected to rule at that
date™);

(iii) market clearance at every
date-event (consistency of
decentralized plans).

These conditions were formally
exploredinamodel of considerable
complexity by Roy Radner in 1972.
Animpressive, but mathematically
demanding, literature  grew
rapidly in subsequent years. In
the present context, it is enough
to emphasize the following: in
a spectrum of possibilities, a
Radner equilibrium need not be
Pareto efficient. Thus, even if we
look carefully, the invisible hand
may not be there!

Impressed with the efficiency
of competitive markets, Lange
proposed that in a socialist
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economy with no private
ownership of commodities or
firms, the Central Planning Board
might determine equilibrium
prices through a process of trial
and error by increasing the price
of a commodity in shortage and
reducing it in case of a surplus. The
consumers and managers of the
production units are instructed to
accept prices as given and behave
as if they are in a competitive
world. Upon closer examination,
it turned out that this trial-and-
error method need not approach
an equilibrium (the process
may be “chaotic” according to
some mathematical definitions
of this term). In the debate
on “market socialism”, it was
pointed out that the bureaucracy
of the planning apparatus or the
managers of the production units
may neither have the incentive
nor the ability to collect and
process the relevant information
and come close to attaining
economic efficiency. Moreover, in
a world of uncertainty, there were
fundamental issues involving risk
evaluation and innovation that
would have a very negative impact
on the possibilities for growth
and expansion. Much more was
done subsequently on models
of decentralization, incentives,
and efficiency of information
processing by Leonid Hurwicz,
who in his youth, was a Research
Assistant of Lange.

The stories of the collapse of
command economies need not be
retold here. India’s performance
during forty years of planning, and
the climactic bankruptcy in 1991,
have also been evaluated from
different angles. Familiar parts of
this uninspiring chapter of history
include: micro-management of

the economy through a bloated,
corrupt bureaucracy; a long
list of sick industries gasping
for subsidies; inward looking
policies that led to a gradual
marginalization of the Indian
economy on the world scene.

In the last quarter of the 20th
century, as I revisited Lange’s
book and Hayek’s writings, I felt
that Lange was perhaps on the
wrong side of history.

When I have to teach (or, should
I say, when some undergraduates
at Cornell have to suffer from my
attempts to teach) the course on
“intermediate” microeconomics,
I dutifully talk about the usual
laundry list of “market failures”.
The standard example of a failure
to attain efficiency is the case of
“externalities”; here, the actions of
agents directly affect the welfare
of others. To enjoy a few minutes
of quiet smoking in a toilet during
a long, boring flight, one may be
tempted to turn off the alarm
system (can a hospital pretending
to sell health care allow that ?).
Or, a firm may dispose of the
hazardous waste in a way that
threatens the neighboring
community. We expect good
governance, and provision of
basic public goods. We may
need coordination of a bunch of
indivisible investment decisions
in a specific order, or need
a protection for an “infant”
industry, or have a protector of the
financial sector to guard against
the use of insider information or
a Ponzy scheme, or,.... The list
calling for decisive government
interventions gets longer as we
move on. Ifit is possible to identify
the sources of externalities, and to
pinpoint the agents who benefit

or suffer, we may design a scheme
of taxes, subsidies, fines and
compensations to help alleviate
the situation. More often than
not, when the perceived privileges
of alternative groups come into
conflict, we hope to have impartial
monitoring and adjudication.
But here is a basic difficulty in
monitoring an organization: we
can often observe an outcome
(a fire), but not all the relevant
actions consistent with or leading
to that outcome (“hidden”
actions), and, we may not gather
all the relevant information that
can evaluate the motives (“hidden”
information). The larger, more
complex an organization is,
the more difficult (and costly)
it is to get to the truth. An all-
embracing regulation is not a
practical prescription, even with
a dedicated bureaucracy. It is an
exercise in futility when the rule of
law is easily manipulated to make
sure that some are more equal
than others.

As T observed earlier, the basic
assumption of the Arrow-Debreu
model is that all the agents accept
market prices “as given.” This
makes sense if there are many
agentsinamarketsothattheaction
(quantity demanded/supplied) of
each agent is negligible relative to
the total volume of transactions.
In the real world, there are so
many markets dominated by a
few sellers/buyers. Naturally, an
active area of research is model-
building with a small number of
agents. Game theory has been the
convenient mathematical tool in
the development of this paradigm,
and a concept of equilibrium
proposed by Augustine Cournot in
1838 turned out to be invaluable.
A profile of actions of all the agents
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constitutes a Cournot equilibrium
if each action is a best response to
the rest: no one can unilaterally
improve his position (subject to
the constraints in the context).
However, a Cournot equilibrium
is not necessarily Pareto efficient.

Even when competition is not
perfect, market forces can deliver
harsh judgments on poor products
or out-of-date  technologies.
History is replete with examples
of extinct firms that were giants
in their days of glory. But how fast
the markets can separate the goats
from the sheep is an elusive issue.

Seasoned policy makers cannot
wait till the model-builders
complete their details. They tell
us that it is convenient to combine
the worst elements of two systems:
justify your million dollar bonuses
as the rewards from a capitalistic
system, and turn to the socialist
state to bail you out, when the
market has exposed your real
diminished stature, or a criminal
activity. The decisions on
intervention are really questions
of “when”, “in which way” and “for
how long”.

When the glass was shattered, the
smoke came out of the hospital
rooms. We heard few cries for
“help”: that silence was chilling.
We saw the brave neighborhood
boys willing to jump into fire,
we heard about the angels from
Kerala, who saved some lives
before giving their own. As we
pause and wonder, don’t we also
see the worst of market failures
and regulatory lapses? When will
the next calamity come? No one
knows. But it may well involve a
state-run enterprise, and, then,
will there be a serious, dignified
search for accountability?
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* In writing this article I have
borrowed from  Uncertainty
and General Equilibrium by
Roy Radner and myself in The
New Palgrave (2nd edition,
Palgrave Macmillan, London,

2008, 432-451). I also wish to
acknowledge hours of dinner-
table-tutoring by Leonid Hurwicz,
with whom I explored problems
of decentralization over time. I
received valuable comments on a
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first draft from many colleagues,
but do recognize that the present
version does not quite meet all
their justifiable concerns.

Alumnus (Economics/1960-64)
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Remembering
A Dream

NEENA SIRCAR PUTATUNDA

efore I begin recollecting
Bmy Presidency days, it is

relevant to mention that
I had a fairly serious accident at
the age of one-and-a-half when I
was in coma for seven days after
a fall. An eye became septic and
was closed for a month-and-a-
half. Subsequently, it was found
that a rib was broken. There were
frequent X-rays and medical
check-ups which resulted in my
joining school a year later than
usual in 1951.

Born and brought up within
the premises of a factory
manufacturing scientific
glassware, I had a natural affinity
for science. Our school could offer
only arts subjects; the only option
was to change school. From a few
months of Class VIII in the old
school, I jumped to Class X of the
new school where I missed the
first two months. Adjusting to a
new environment at that critical
stage of adolescence, I also had to
fight health hazards like low grade
fever for two years, septic tonsils,
pharyngitis, blocked nose and
bleeding sinuses. The two years
of missed classes were somehow
managed without tutorial help.

After the Senior Cambridge
examinations, I worked in the

chemical lab of the glass factory
for nine months under the
direction of an emeritus professor
of Applied Chemistry of Calcutta
University. In those days, the
concept of any allowance/pocket-
money did not exist. What I
received was invaluable training
in the finer aspects of chemistry
laboratory work.

In spite of strong parental
disapproval  about studying
in a co-ed college, it was a
divine blessing to be admitted
to Presidency College. I had
Physiology (the scientific study of
the functions of the human body)
as honours subject and Chemistry
and Physics as pass subjects. Our
undergraduate session began on
Thursday, 10" August, 1961. Our
honours class had a handful of
girls and a lone boy.

The Honours practicals had three
categories. One was Experimental
Physiology where one had to
graphically record certain basic
functions of a living being. For
this practical, two students had
to work as partners. As I didn’t
look like a typical meek and
docile Bengali girl, our respected
professor allotted our only Mr.
Brave Heart to work with me. We
had to work on toads. First, one
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had to hold the two hind legs and
stun it by hitting the head on the
table. Next, holding the two sides
of the neck, one had to pierce a
sharp needle in the centre of the
head and ‘pith’ or immobilise
it. To stun and pith a toad was
way beyond Mr. Brave Heart’s
domain. Totally flustered, he held
the toad’s neck and with a sharp
scalpel, just beheaded the toad.
Shortly afterwards, he left the
department for greener pastures.

The Chemistry (pass) practicals
were held at the rear portion
of the second floor of the main
building. The very next class was
Biochemistry theory in the second
floor of Baker Lab. The professor
who taught Biochemistry was a
brilliant student and a teacher
par excellence. The problem was
that he would wait outside the
department lecture theatre before
the bell rang. The previous lecturer
had to be alert to vacate along
with the students. The Chemistry
pass students were a good couple
of minutes late as they had to go
down and then climb up several
stairs. Waiting outside, we used
to gaze pathetically at our teacher.
His big eyes practically popping
out, he would roar: “GET OUT!”
Then, a senior classmate led us
to the Head of the Department
who wrote a note requesting the
professor to allow us to attend
his lecture. So, we were allowed
in. The professor picked on each
student and asked complex
Biochemistry formulas. We were
all in the dark, and one by one, we
were sent out again.

The Chemistry (pass) theory
classes were entirely a dialogue
between the lecturer and a
remarkable scholar who came
first in the Senior Cambridge in
the entire Commonwealth. It was
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beyond the comprehension of us,
the dumb ones. T had a special task
to draw the Histology diagrams
for all my classmates. The crime
was that the concerned lecturer
would always praise my diagrams.
Soon, our lecturer commented
that all had become artists like
yours truly.

An elderly Physics lecturer
teaching ‘sound’ was very soft-
natured and jovial. Exasperated
with the pranksters in the class,
he Dblurted out, “Sometimes
appearances may be very
deceptive.” Then he continued
in an amusing Bengali dialect

The B.Sc. Honours Part I finals
were a total blunder as four out of
six questions in one of the theory
papers were out of syllabus; there
were out-of-syllabus questions in
other papers too. The results of
the Part IT exams could not make
up the deficit. To the disbelief of
many, some of us took admission
in Presidency for the postgraduate
programme. We were clearly
told that our chance of securing
a first class degree would be
jeopardised. To add fuel to fire,
a few months later, three of us
opted for Biochemistry as special
paper. For years, Presidency
only offered Endocrinology and

In spite of strong parental disapproval about studying in
a co-ed college, it was a divine blessing to be admitted

to Presidency College

that he was actually not the
fool that they thought he was.
On another occasion, as he was
teaching, amidst the constant
murmur of the boys, a lone
voice was rattling Sanskrit slokas
in tune with the lecture. He
was a brilliant but mischievous
student from the Economics
(Honours) department. Our
lecturer stopped and remarked
that there was a difference
between ‘sound’ and ‘noise’.

The Annual Reunion of our
department was a grand affair.
Ours was the only department
which used to have a stage built
in the Physics lecture theatre
for the drama: one by the
present girl students and the
other by the past and present boy
students. In spite of my dream
of dressing up as a girl, I was
always allotted the hero’s role as
I happened to be the tallest.

Nutrition. Initially, we faced
quite some opposition but finally
permission was given. The Head
of Department at Science College
was very compassionate and
offered that we could work in their
lab, if anything was lacking in
Presidency.

The two years of postgraduate
studies opened other avenues
for me. Immediately after the
B.Sc. final exams, I enrolled for
the German language course
conducted by Max Mueller
Bhavan. I also joined Rabi-tirtha, a
school of Tagore songs conducted
by Sm. Suchitra Mitra.

Practically the entire northern
part of India is bordered by
the Himalayas. The bodies of
people living in and around the
Himalayas are adapted to the
high altitude and the extreme cold
climate. India has a long border
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with the northern neighbouring
countries. Hence, guarding the
borders is crucial. The Himalayan
Mountaineering Institute (HMI)
in Darjeeling was founded in 1954
to train the troops to learn the
techniques of mountain climbing.
The High Altitude Physiology
Laboratory was also set up in HMI
to know the effect of high altitude
on the human body and how to
adapt to the trying conditions.

In 1965, I was sponsored by the
West Bengal Government to
attend the ladies’ Basic Course
conducted by HMI Darjeeling in
October/November. = Normally,
the ladies’ course was held in
April/May when the weather is
most suitable in the Himalayas.
As the Indian expedition to Mount
Everest was already planned,
the ladies’ course was shifted to
October/November.

The administrators of HMI were
looking for a new route to the base
camp, at a height of about 16,000
ft. The existing route, though the
shortest, was supposedly under
a curse that if anyone set foot on
a certain place, then a life would
have to be sacrificed. Quite a few
army people had lost their lives.

The weather that year was very
hostile and a few of us were
unable to acclimatise. We had to
come down. Mr. Tenzing Norgay,
the Director of Field Training,
brought us down along the new
route. He was a very humble
and kind person. I was throwing
up constantly and getting
dehydrated. To cheer me up, he
said that he would cook breakfast
the next morning and that I would
be better. We had descended to a
lower height. Mr. Norgay prepared
Russian bread and a sweet dish
with Milkmaid and cashew nuts.

Then, he narrated the actual story
about the final assault on Mt.
Everest. It was something that
was not known to the world and
not published anywhere to our
knowledge. Tenzing and Hillary
had reached the last point, just
below the summit, which was very
steep. Somehow, both of them
were unable to drive in the ‘piton’
(spike or peg) as the rock was too
hard. It had to be then or never.
Instantly, Tenzing devised a plan.
He would crouch and Hillary
would climb on his back and set
foot on the summit. Then Hillary
should sit and stretch out his long
hand below and holding Hillary’s
hand, Tenzing would climb up.
This is the story of the historic
joint effort.

The rock-climbing training was
done at a comparatively lower
height. Back at HMI, we were
presented with the insignias by
Sm. Sharda Mukherjee. I had the
opportunity to meet Dr. Hira Lal
Saha, the Director of the High
Altitude Physiology Laboratory,
at HMI. He was also the Director/

Superintendent of Nil Ratan Sircar
Medical College and Hospital. He
asked me to meet him after the
M.Sc. finals.

Returningto Calcutta, it was a treat
to attend the lectures by some of
the erudite professors. Somehow,
no one could grasp the proper
technique of staining the tissue
sections in Histology practicals.
Then one day, after microscopic
examination of a slide for some
time, the respective professor
asked me as to what I had done.
Scared of negative comments,
I stood silently thinking of the
worst. He looked for some more
time, and then spoke in his usual
grave voice that it was just like
the books. It took some time to
understand that he was more than
satisfied. Then it was retracing
each step to find out the proper
procedure. Learning the hard way
can be more beneficial for the
development of a probing mind.

Just before the M.Sc. finals, the
Principal of Presidency was made
to sit in the sun for many hours by
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some politically inclined students.
The postgraduate exams got
postponed from November 1966
to early 1967. I got more time to
study. After the M.Sc. finals, I was
at home for seven days. It was
unbearable rest. On the eighth
day, I went to N.R.S. Medical
College and met Dr. H. L. Saha.
He asked me to immediately join
the Physiology laboratory for
research work.

About three months later, our
M.Sc. results were declared. I got
a first in the Ist Class from our
department. After many years
someone with  Biochemistry
special had topped the university
from Presidency. My sincere
gratitude to the Divine Power,
my parents, all my teachers,
demonstrators, lab bearers, class-
mates, batch-mates, friends and
all those unnamed ones who
helped me in someway or the
other.

Alumnus (Physiology/1961-67)
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Curzon’s Paean to
Calcutta!

NITYAPRIYA GHOSH

he most scathing criticism
I of the decision to transfer
the capital of India from
Calcutta to Delhi came, strangely,
from Lord Curzon, who did not,
during his tenure as the Governor-
General of India (January
1899-April 1904, December
1904-November 1905), appear
too fond of Bengalis or Calcutta.
Therefore, his paean to Calcutta
must have heartened the people of
Calcutta when he took Lord Crew,
the Secretary of State for India,
to severe task on the floor of the
House of Lords, for having vetted
Lord Hardinge’s policy.

Lord Hardinge, India’s Governor-
General in consultation with
members of his council, proposed,
on 25 August, 1911, to change
the seat of the Government, and
Lord Crew concurred. There were
several reasons cited in the 25
August 1911 despatch as the need
to move the capital from Calcutta
to Delhi. The sequence of reasons
given was : (a) The colocation of
the seat of the Government of
India as well as of the Provincial
Government of Bengal at the same
place created embarrassment
and inefficiency of both the
Governments; (b) Calcutta was
geographically as well as sanitarily

ill-suited to be the capital of the
country; (c) the peculiar political
situation that had arisen in Bengal
since the 1905 Partition.

It was the third reason as stated
that raised the hackles of Lord
Curzon, for it reflected adversely
on the action he had taken in
1905 in partitioning Bengal. He
refused to believe that there was
any political problem in Bengal,
then or now, caused by his action.
Whatever agitation was there,
prior to the partition or after,
was confined within a handful
of lawyers and Zemindars of
Bengal and that too died down
after his successor, Lord Minto,
firmly handled the situation. He
and Lord Minto knew Bengal
better than Lord Hardinge. While
the latter was in India for just
about a year, he and Lord Minto,
between themselves, ruled India
for ten years. He refused to buy
the idea from Lord Crew that the
resettlement of boundaries as
proposed in 1911 was furtherance
of the principle that Lord Curzon
had adopted in 1905, that
territorial readjustments were,
as Lord Crew explained, just
an extension of administrative
measures. Lord Curzon said in so
many words that while he taught
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the vocal Bengali Babus a lesson
by dividing them in 1905, Lord
Hardinge was going to do the
opposite — uniting the Bengalis
in 1911. However, Lord Curzon
launched his attack in the House
of Lords in a roundabout way —
countering the idea of transfer of
capital first and the revocation of
the partition later.

The logic that colocation of the
central Government and the
provincial Government at the
same place was a drag on the
efficiency of either Government
was, said Lord Curzon, ridiculous.
No former Governor-General
had ever raised the problem of
vexatious juxtaposition. If the
proximity was so embarrassing,
how come the two Governments
stayed eight months every
year in small confines of Simla
breathing heavily on each other?
At this point of his argument,
Lord Curzon sang a panegyric to
Calcutta. The annual exodus from
Calcutta to the summer capital
Simla deprived the Government of
the power to understand the heart
of India. He said:

“What is the great danger that
attends the Government of India?
It is this (yearly migration) and
it is responsible for the agitation
which has gone for years against
the movement to the hills. It is
the danger that it may be shut
off from the many currents of
public life, that it may become
immersed in a sort of bureaucratic
self-satisfaction. There was no
fear of that when you went down
to Calcutta. At Calcutta you were
in the surge and movement of life.
There was a mixed society there.
Youheard opinions of every variety
of form — opinions of merchants,
bankers, traders, business-men of
every sort. There was the society

of judges and lawyers, both
European and Native. There were
the officials of local Government,
there was a regular stream of
travellers and visitors coming
into the country from all parts of
the world. It was life, and when,
after my long residence at Simla I
went, on my tours in the country
to Calcutta I felt once again life
and movement throbbing around
me. I say distinctly that our time
at Calcutta was of enormous value
to the Government. It brightened

After the rains the whole expanse
was inundated and was converted
into a great marsh, the waters of
which, when they receded, killed
everything in the soil.”

Lord Hardinge’s despatch
mentioned that Delhi possessed
a good climate for seven months.
Lord Curzon retorted, “Are you
quite sure of that? I have been in
Delhi in October and May several
times, and I know these are
months of the year in which there

|
The logic that colocation of the central Government
and the provincial Government at the same place was
a drag on the efficiency of either Government was, said

Lord Curzon, ridiculous

our minds, it widened our outlook,
it brought us into the mainstream
of national life.”

About Delhi, Lord Curzon had no
kind words. He said earlier in his
argument:

“When I was in India I too held a
Durbar on the same site, and when
the Durbar was over, feeling that
in some way or other the site which
had witnessed the Proclamation
of Queen Victoria’s Imperial Title
(1877) and also the Proclamation
of the coronation of the late King
Edward the Seventh (1903) ought
to be commemorated! I set about
endeavouring to convert the
arena and its surrounding into a
beautiful and orderly garden and
to create a memorial that should be
worthy of those great events. Lord
Minto will bear in mind what I am
going to refer to. These attempts
went in for two years, and at the
end of that time it was found that
the soil was so impregnated with
alkalis that nothing would grow.

is a good deal of fever and malaria
there particularly after the rains.”

Lord Curzon ridiculed the
eloquence of language in which
Lord Hardinge described the
historical  associations, both
Hindu and Mohammedan, of
Delhi. “We know that the whole
environment of Delhi is a mass
of deserted ruins and graves and
they present to the visitor, I think,
the most solemn picture you can
conceive of the mutability of
human greatness. You may say
that the fate of India has been
decided three times outside Delhi.
So it has, and on each occasion
it is the defender who have been
defeated. I venture to say that
the less you say about the history
of Delhi the better”, said Lord
Curzon.

Geographically, Calcutta was ill-
suited to be the capital of India;
Delhiwas centrallylocated and was
fit to be the seat of the Government
— argued the 25 August Despatch.
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This was the first time, Lord
Curzon said, that he heard of
geographical location as the
determining factor in choosing a
country’s capital. Moreover, Delhi
might have been “more central to
Bombay, it is much less central to
Burma or Madras, than that great
city (Calcutta) or to Mysore or
Hyderabad, the principalities of
great Princes.”, said Lord Curzon.

What miffed Lord Curzon most
was the utter secrecy in which
the decision-making process
was wrapped up. Not even the
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal,
who should have been consulted
whether the partition of Bengal
was to be rescinded, did not know
of the matter, till the night before
the King-Emperor was made to
announce the most important
administrative ~ milestone in
the British Indian history since
the governance of the country
was taken over by the Crown.
When his government by the
conservatives took the decision
to partition Bengal, “the decision
had been discussed in every
Government and every newspaper
in India, and after a Blue-book
full of information had been,
for months in the possession of
Parliament and public at home,”
but the Government led by the
Liberals never cared to discuss
with local governments or local
representative ~ bodies.  Lord
Curzon was amused to learn that
the Liberal Government intended
to “withdraw the Government of
India from its present provincial
environment and from the
influence of local opinion.” Lord
Curzon said that “it was this
reason that really frightened the
present India Government, which
wanted to escape the somewhat
heated atmosphere of Bengal”.
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The somewhat heated atmosphere
was, of course, all Lord Curzon’s
doing — the 1906 partition of
Bengal. Lord Hardinge was
candid enough to admit that the
partition grievously injured the
Bengalis (and by Bengalis, he
meant Bengali Hindus). He wrote
in his 25 August 1911 Despatch;

“...in the Legislative Councils of
both the provinces of Bengal and
Eastern Bengal, the Bengalis find
themselves in a minority, being
outnumbered in the one by Biharis
and Oriyas, and in the other by the
Mahomedans of Eastern Bengal
and the inhabitants of Assam. As
matters now stand, the Bengalis
can never exercise in either
province that influence to which
they consider themselves entitled
by reason of the numbers, wealth
and culture. This is a substantial
grievance which will be all the
more keenly felt in the course
of time, as the representative
character of the Legislative
Councils increases, and with it the
influence which these Assemblies
exercise upon the conduct of
public affairs. There is therefore
only too much reason to fear
that, instead of dying down, the
bitterness of feeling will become
more and more acute.”

Lord Crew, in his reply to
the diatribe of Lord Curzon,
mentioned the fact that Lord Minto
had to face the consequences of
Lord Curzon’s action, “he saw
a great deal of the aftermath
— the aftermath of unrest, of a
dangerous unrest — that followed...
The original agitation in Bengal
was really in close touch with
the subterranean and dangerous
agitation which had been going
on for some years in India and
which had been going on for some
years in India and which had not

had the opportunity of showing
itself above ground before Lord
Curzon’s partition legislation was
introduced.”

The Bengal Partition had greatly
benefited the Mahomedans of East
Bengal and the six years and a half
of the Lieutenant-Governor’s rule
of Eastern Bengal and Assam, Lord
Curzon claimed, had vindicated
his policy — that province greatly
improved administratively and
Mahomedans were better off.
Lord crew dismissed the claim
of Lord Curzon and said there
was hardly any improvement in
the lot of Mahomedans. Greater
stress had to be laid on education,
the lack of which was the main
cause of the backwardness of
Mahomedans. And it was not a
good idea, Lord Crew said, to yoke

hastily. The concerned officials
moved step by step to arrive at
the decision. It had been also
resolved that the Delhi Durbar
would be made memorable, not
by spectacle and pageantry, but
by having the honour of the King-
Emperor announcing the most
important decision taken since
the administration of India was
taken over by the Crown. And
Lord Crew said that he was happy
that he kept the decision a closely
guarded secret — otherwise,
given the raucous noise made
by Anglo-Indian papers in India
and strident criticisms by Lords
like Lord Curzon and his ilk, it
would have been impossible to
ask the King-Emperor to make the
proclamation.

Itistruethattheideaoftransferring

Lord Curzon said that ‘it was this reason that really
frightened the present India Government, which
wanted to escape the somewhat heated atmosphere

of Bengal”

the most backward Assam to East
Bengal — Assamese resented the
dominance of East Bengal in the
newly constituted province and
they remained neglected.

Lord Curzon had expatiated at
length on the need of consulting
local administrative officials as
well as public opinion before such
a monumental decision was taken.
He wryly observed that a Liberal
Government felt it necessary to
transfer the capital away from
local influences! In reply, Lord
Crew assured the Parliament
that the decision to transfer
the capital and to rescind the
partition of Bengal was not taken
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the seat of the Government did
not originate from Lord Hardinge
or his Council. Lord Crew sent
out a proposal to rescind
Partition, within two months of
Lord Hardinge’s arrival in India.
The Viceroy in Council did not
agree with Lord Crew’s idea,
but the Home Member of the
Viceroy’s Council, Sir John
Jenkins, suggested on 17
June 2011 that the capital be
transferred to Delhi and the
Partition revoked. This time,
the Viceroy in Council accepted
the proposal. The rest is history.
The Government of India Act,
1912, was passed in the British
Parliament on 25 June 1912 on

the lines of the King-Emperor’s
proclamation of 12 December
1911.

It is curious to notice a similarity
in Lord Curzon’s views or Lord
Hardinge’s policy and in the
criticisms of  Anglo-Indian
papers like The Statesman or
The Englishman. Lord Curzon
might have taken the cue from
the Calcutta papers which were
sharply critical of the Imperial
Proclamation right after it was
delivered in Delhi. The secret
way the plan was devised, the
utter disdain to take local views
and sentiments in consideration,
the abject barrenness of the
site contemplated to be the
capital, the great contribution
of the European community in
Bengal to the consolidation of
the British Empire in India, the
Administration’s surrender to
Bengali agitation which were all
but stone dead — these were the
common features of criticisms
voiced by Lord Curzon and the
Anglo-Indian papers. The keynote
of the critique of the new policy
was given on 14 December 1911
issue of The Statesman :

“It was upon the Government of
India and in particular upon Lord
Hardinge, that the responsibility
rests forwhat can onlybe described
as an insult to the people of Bengal
and to the people of India, rulers
and the ruled alike. It is a matter
of fundamental importance to
everybody in India and nobody
is consulted. A handful of high
officials working in secret draft
a rhetorical communication to
Lord Crew to which he replies
in a similar rhetorical vein. The
decision thus taken by two men,
whose knowledge of India is of the

flimsiest, is put into the mouth of
the King-Emperor.”

The new  Governor-General,
however, paid little heed to the
sustained campaign against the
decision to move the seat of the
Government. On top of it, when he
announced his decision to found a
new university at Dacca (evidently
to placate the hurt Muslims
who were earlier elated by the
Partition) and a special officer for
education in Eastern Bengal, The
Statesman, exasperated beyond
endurance, said on 3 February
1912 :

“It is difficult to characterise
these proceedings in courteous
language. Is there to be no end to
this intolerable disregard for the
established uses of Government
in this country, this studied
contempt for the opinions of
those competent to advise, to this
tyrannical defence of the right
of the people to be consulted in
matters of public concern? There
was once in Parliament in England
which was known as the Mad
Parliament. It would almost seem
that the present Government of
India are ambitious to have the
same epithet.”

The idea of transfer of the capital
was a mystery to the European
community in Bengal. Was it
because the Government wanted
to escape the constant clamour
of the Bengali babus? The
Englishman, on 13 December
1911, said, “In the present case,
the singling out of Delhi as a new
Capital creates the suspicion that
Government is both afraid of the
problems of New India, and is
determined to penalise those who
have created them.”

97

| |

Neither Lord Curzon nor the
Anglo-Indian editors of national
newspapers in India believed
that the agitation caused by
Partition of Bengal was of any
importance. The Deportation
Act, the Seditious Meetings Act
and the Press Act clamped on
the country to curb both the
conservative  Congress  Party
and the Bengali revolutionaries
were enough to control the
anarchists. But Lord Hardinge
knew better. That he travelled
through the country attended by
700 servants in an imperial train,
with soldiers stationed every 200
yards along the line, was sure
enough a sign that he understood
the militant potential of Bengali
revolutionaries quite well. When
he came down from Simla to Delhi
on 23 December 1912 to formally
announce Delhi as the new capital
of British India, he was attacked
with bombs that wounded his
shoulders, and killed three
attendants. The Viceroy fainted
and his wife stumbled on the seat
on the elephant. Four Indians
were hanged for the attack but
Rashbihari Bose, alleged to be the
main conspirator, escaped. One of
the reasons cited on the 25 August
1911 Despatch, and the reason
believed to be real one, — keeping
away from turbulent political
situation — was vindicated by the
continuous militant struggle by
revolutionaries in Bengal.

The article has been used as the
Foreword to Transfer of Capital:
Calcutta to Delhi, Co-edited by
the author, published by Deys on
12 December 2011

Alumnus (English/1951-55)
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International
Anecdotes

PROBIR ROY

Preface

and stay for intervals of short

and long duration in many
different countries during my
student and subsequent working
years. In addition, I have had
occasions to host a number of
foreigners staying in our country
for long periods on official work.
Coming face to face with different
languages, cultures, customs and
patterns of social behaviour, I
have experienced a number of
unusual incidents that could be
described as amusing. Indeed, I
have quite a few such anecdotes
stored in my memory bank. Five
of them, which I think would be
of general interest, are narrated
below.

Ihad the opportunity to tour

A pilot’s tears

I was invited by the Royal Society
in the winter of 1994 to lecture at
a number of British universities.
To that end, I took off from
Chhatrapati Shivaji airport in
Mumbai one wintry night on board
a Singapore Airlines flight, bound
for London. After about ten hours,
we reached Heathrow airport
where the local time was nearly six
in the morning. It was cold, wet
and foggy there — with snowflakes

in the air causing poor visibility.
After our plane had landed and
taxied for a while, it took an
abrupt turn and stopped suddenly
with a jerk and did not move at
all afterwards. The passengers
sat in silence for a while, but then
there was a buzz among us: what’s
the matter, what’s happened?
Information could be gathered
from the hostesses and stewards
that the plane had taken a wrong
turn and was stuck in mud. But
not to worry, Sir, they said, a
special mobile staircase was being
brought and would enable us to
step down. The full recovery of
the plane would be a more time
consuming and expensive affair.

After sitting for an hour and a
half, we heard the announcement
that the stairs had arrived and
the passengers should be ready
to disembark. Since I had to get
to Oxford that morning itself
and it was already getting late
for that, I hurriedly moved down
the passage to be at the forefront
of the waiting crowd. By that
time the exit door of the plane
had been opened, but the crew
members had first priority in
deplaning. They filed out one by
one, each wearing a gold-braided
white uniform. The pilot had sun-
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glasses on, but I could see tears
streaming down his cheeks from
behind the dark lenses. I softly
asked one of the stewards why the
pilot was crying. He whispered
to me that the Singapore Airlines
authorities had already informed
the pilot over the phone that he
had been given the sack. Could
this have happened in any of our
desi airlines?

Live fish

This incident occurred about
twenty years ago. I was spending
a month in South Korea at the
invitation of Professor Jihn-E-
Kim of Seoul National University.
During my stay, I lectured for
a week at an Advanced School
organised in a hotel situated in
Sok-Chu. The latter is a hill station
located on top of Mount Sorak
which is a high mountain rising
from the Pacific coast. Language
is a major problem for foreigners
in Korea. Except for a handful few,
who have spent time in Europe or
the U.S., the rest of the population
do not speak English, though
many can understand it when
spoken. Because of this, Prof. Kim
had arranged for a young English
speaking student called Chun
to be my constant companion.
Whenever I would need anything,
Ijust had to tell Chun and it would
be provided.

At Chun’s insistence, we took a
local bus one holiday afternoon
to go to a fish restaurant in a
village at the base of the mountain
and on the coast. I had found
several Korean fish preparations
to be quite tasty. However, many
would know that, in Japan and
Korea, raw fish dishes are quite
popular. Some may have tasted

Sushi or Sashimi, served elegantly
on sesame leaf and laced with
coloured sauces. I am not fond of
those dishes, so I cautioned Chun
right at the beginning: “You have
probably come to eat raw fish, but
I shall have cooked fish only”. He
replied, “That’s OK. But I haven’t
come here to eat raw fish; that
would have been available in
Seoul itself. I have come here to
eat live fish”. I was astounded,
being unaware that such a feat
was humanly possible. In any
event, orders were quickly placed

and Rajeshwari. They were a very
nice couple and we became close
friends. In fact, our daughter
Jagoree and their son Arul were
born there in close proximity. This
Tamil family eventually setlled
down in the U.S., but friendship
with them is something that my
wife and I treasure in our memory
even today. Anantha was a great
guy, except for occasional social
gaffes. For instance, once at a
party and in reply to someone
thanking him, instead of saying
“You are most welcome”, he had

|
“Find the booth whose number matches that of your
key”, she said, “and it will be opened by the key; inside
you will find a commode which is ready to be used”
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and served. I received cooked
fish on a plate. But, for Chun,
the waiter brought two skewered
small-sized eels. They had been
cut and cleaned, but they were
very much alive and flapping.
Chun sprinkled chilli-powder on
the eels, put each in turn inside
his mouth, chewed for a while and
swallowed. On completing the
process, he uttered a long drawn
out “A....h!”. T shall never forget
the expression of bountiful joy that
I saw at that moment on his face. I
kept thinking of the proverb: “One
man’s meat is another’s poison”.

Pacific lobster

In the late sixties I was working
as a predoctoral graduate student
at Stanford University in the Bay
Area of Northern California. My
wife and I stayed in graduate
housing on campus. At that time
we got to know intimately a Tam
Brahm couple, recently arrived
from Madras, Ananthanarayan

managed to say “You are almost
welcome”.

Once, on a beautiful day, the
four of us drove down the State
Highway along the exquisite
Pacific coast to Carmel and
Monterey.  There, at our
insistence, they joined us for lunch
at a seafood restaurant. We urged
them to try some nonvegetarian
seafood. Rajeshwari was a strict
veggy and would eat only bread
and salad at that place. Anantha
said that, though he had grown
up as a vegetarian because of
family environment, he was open-
minded and wouldn’t mind trying
non-vegetarian food. We ordered
Lobster Mayonnaise. The dish
consisted of extracted lobster
meat cooked with herbs and
served with mayonnaise sauce.
On eating the stuff, Anantha was
bowled over. He said that he had
never eaten anything so tasty. He
had no idea that nonvegetarian
food could be so delicious and
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profusely regretted having missed
it all this time. My wife and I felt
delighted that we had opened a
new horizon in someone’s life.

Some days later, Anantha went
with his colleagues to a lunch
place and ordered lobster. He was
served grilled lobster which he
didn’t like at all and couldn’t eat
much of. Then he realised that,
on the previous occasion, it was
the mayonnaise that he had liked
and not so much the lobster. After
that, he purchased several bottles
of mayonnaise and kept them at
home, savouring spoonfuls with
delight from time to time. Also,
he kept telling us, “Come on!
Nonveg. food isn’t all that great,
it’s the mayonnaise which has the
real taste.” Our sense of delight
evaporated quickly.

Culture-shock

On a sudden change from one
society and environment to
another that is markedly different,
some people show symptoms of
culture-shock. I had heard of this,
but saw such a thing happening
to a real person about fifteen
years ago. At that time I was
Chairman of the Graduate School
in Physics of the Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research and was
responsible for the courses offered
to the Ph.D. students there. A
young man of about twenty-
three, called Kristoff, came from
Dresden in Germany to enrol in
our Graduate School. He had been
in India the previous summer and
had taken and cleared the written
test and interview required for this
purpose. We did learn at that time
that he had driven a rented motor
bike along interstate highways
all the way from Kashmir to
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Kanyakumari and had liked it
very much. Also, that he had the
experience of this sort of motor
cycle driving over thousands of
kilometers in Europe. We were
all very impressed and exclaimed
“Bravo!”

Once admitted, Kristoff began to
stay in our hostel on campus and
shortly purchased a Hero-Honda
motor cycle. But, soon afterwards,
he began to look depressed. In
answer to our gentle queries, he
said that he had tried to reach
the interstate highway outside
Mumbai on his bike one Saturday
morning. But, with the traffic jam
and crowded city roads, it was
taking him more than two hours
to get out of the city. Given the
sun and the pollution, he could
not take it after a while and had
to turn back. A few days later he
came to see me with a complaint.
The inability to go on long motor
cycle rides and the pressure of
studies, he said, were creating
tensions in him. He needed to
relax and were there discotheques
in Mumbai? We were informed
that, on weekends at Dresden, he
used to relax by dancing to the
tune of rock-bands in discos. On
being provided the addresses of
a few such places, he went away
satisfied. A few days later, I saw
him going around with a long face.
I asked him, “Didn’t you like the
discos in Mumbai?” He replied,
“Oh yes, I had gone once and it
was very good. But disco-dancing
is too expensive in Mumbai; I can’t
go there again. What you guys pay
me in one month was spent by me
there in one night.” I commented,
“That’s hardly surprising. These
places are for super-rich kids who
can afford to spend that kind of
money in one night.”

Finally, there was an event leading
to the climax. One weekend
evening Kristoff attended a party
thrown by his co-students. Several
boys and girls were chatting while
seated or standing in a dimly lit
room. Snacks and cold drinks
were laid out on a table. There was
music coming out of a CD player
and some were trying to dance,
Bollywood style. After standing
and chatting with a girl for a while,
Kristoff tried to hold her hand but
she shrank back. This really made
him blow his top. He was heard
muttering, “What kind of a crazy

kept thumbing for several hours,
no car stopped to give us a ride.
We were obliged to buy railway
tickets and board an overnight
train to Paris. Since that cost us
quite a bit, we decided to find
the cheapest accommodation in
downtown Paris. At the end of a
daylong fruitless search, we finally
met with success shortly after
dinner. In the locality of Pigalle,
not far from the famous nightclub
“Moulin Rouge”, we found the
attic apartment of a five-storeyed
liftless building that we could
afford. We were provided with a

|
“You have probably come to eat raw fish, but | shall
have cooked fish only. He replied, That's OK. But
| haven't come here to eat raw fish; that would have
been available in Seoul itself. | have come here fo eat

live fish”

country is this? A girl shrinks
back when someone tries to hold
her hand. It’s impossible to stay
here.” Soon, thereafter, Kristoff
resigned, purchased a plane ticket
and flew back to Germany.

A pair of roses

In the summer of 1963, I took a
break from my Tripos studies at
Cambridge University and went
on a hitch-hiking tour of the
Continent. I was accompanied
in this venture by an English
friend called Rick Catchpole
who could speak a smattering
of French. Either of us had very
little money. So hitch-hiking was
chosen as the mode of transport
since it was by far the cheapest
one. Sadly, we were disappointed
on our first day at the port of
Calais in France. Though we
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small room with two beds and an
attached toilet. Unfortunately, the
latter had only a washbasin and
a urinal, but no commode. On
enquiring with the concierge, we
learnt that, in case we needed the
latter, we would have to go down
to the Metro station from the
pavement entrance just outside
the building and use the paid
facility there. Since by this time we
were tired and sleepy, we decided
to accept the room and went to
bed quickly.

On nature’s call the following
morning, we went out and took
the escalator from the pavement
entrance down to the Metro
station. We did not see any
uniformed personnel at such an
early hour. There was just a lovely
looking girl sitting at a kiosk selling
cards, flowers and the sundry. On

being approached by my friend
Rick in his broken French about
our needs, she nodded and asked
for one franc from each of us.
Having been paid, she gave us two
numbered keys and instructed us
to look for closed booths on one
side down the hall, each carrying
a number marked on the door.
“Find the booth whose number
matches that of your key”, she said,
“ and it will be opened by the key;
inside you will find a commode

which is ready to be used”. When
we went to the premises, we
found exactly what she said. The
facilities were dry and clean. But
there was no window or ventilator
and the exhaust pump, if present,
had not been operated. So a foul
smell hung in the air. We were
upset. After eyeing each other
silently, we trudged back to the
girl with a disappointed look. She
was surprised at our early return,
but was told the reason for our
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distress. She jerked her head, gave
us a sharp sidelong glance and
said, “Bad smell! OK, give me one
more franc each.” On receiving the
money, she handed us two long-
stemmed roses in full bloom and
said, “If you guys have so much
of a smelling problem, smell the
fragrance of these roses while you
relieve yourselves!”

Alumnus (Physics/1958-62)
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The Essential
Tagore

REBA SOM

his has been a period of
I Tagore celebrations in India
and abroad. In 2011 we paid
homage to him on his 150" birth
anniversary — 2010 was the 100®
year of the publication of Gitanjali
and 2013 will be the 100" year of
the Nobel award for Literature
that Tagore received for Gitanjali
(Song Offerings), a slim volume
of 103 song/poems in his own
English translation for which he
is most known.

And yet Gitanjali was a small
part of the large body of Tagore’s
creative work which comprised
28 large volumes consisting of
poetry, dramas, operas, short
stories, novels, essays and diaries,
several volumes of letters, over
2000 songs and 3000 paintings
and drawings. This artistic
output, amazing in quantity
and diversity, came from a truly
“myriad-minded man” as Oxford
University in its doctoral citation
described Tagore.

When all the anniversary
celebrations are over how will we
remember Tagore — will he be
relegated to the archives of history,
and revered only as a cultural
icon? Or will the fact that Tagore
was an exceptionally modern
man with contemporary relevance
ensure that his memory stays

alive for generations to come.

The first challenge to appreciating
Tagore outside Bengal is, of
course, linguistic. However, with
the lifting of copyright permission
by Tagore’s Visva-Bharati
University in 2001 there have
been large- scale translations of
Tagore — not only in English but
all major European languages
as well as regional languages of
India. Even his songs, considered
by Tagore to be his best literary
work, are being translated so
that the wealth of his lyrics can
be understood by those who do
not understand Bengali. Tagore
had feared that much of his songs
would be lost, for the West did not
understand his language and nor
did most of his countrymen. And
yet he retained the hope that one
day they would. Perhaps that day
has come. It was Tagore’s dream
that his songs, which he said were
“real songs” — with real human
messages and emotions — would
appeal to all across time and
geographical boundaries.

It is important to remember also
that Tagore was equally proficient
in English and his English writings
consisting of poems, plays,
articles, lectures, letters and his
own translations cover four large
volumes which have been brought
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out by Sahitya Akademi. A rebel at
heart, Tagore had shunned formal
schooling and was taught English
by tutors at home. He remained
diffident, however, and mentioned
to his niece that if anyone wrote
to him asking him for tea he did
not feel equal to answering it.
Much of this was, of course, his
self deprecatory style for we know
that Gitanjali — which won him
the Nobel Prize — was written in
English.

At the end of this celebration year
we should deliberate on what we
can carry home with us about the
Essential Tagore, gleaned from
his life and his creative oeuvre.

Tagore was born in 1861 — three
years after India had come under
the British crown. The three
major cultural influences on
him with distinct socio-religious
overtones were Persian, Bengali,
and British. The Tagore family
was at the helm of a cultural
renaissance movement when
outmoded indigenous practices
were challenged, enlightened
Western values accepted, while
pride in India’s distinctive
heritage was equally generated.
While Rabindranath was part of
this movement he was able to
keep his point of view distinct and
often he fearlessly stepped aside
from the broad currents sweeping
the cultural fabric of the society
that he was born into.

Therefore the first aspect of the
Essential Tagore is that of Tagore
as a nonconformist, “a dissenter
among dissenters”, as Ashish
Nandy calls him, and a fierce
crusader for personal freedom.
The freedom or mukti that Tagore
craved for operated at all levels —
as a child he had run away from
school since it enforced a soul-
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killing discipline. As a young
crusader of the campaign against
Bengal partition in 1905 he was
soon to become disillusioned
with the destructive outcome
of revolutionary politics and
the non-productive outcome of
boycotts and strikes. He dared
to disagree with Gandhi’s non-
cooperation and the prescription
of compulsory spinning which he
felt was an imposition.

Tagore’s path was his own — if no
one listens to your call go it alone
— he wrote in his famous song —
Jodi tor dak shune keu na ashe
taube ekla cholo re. This soul-
stirring song written during the
anti Bengal partition movement
was inspired by the bauls.

and God that the bauls declared
in their songs. He was agreeably
surprised to find that the baul
beliefs had a resonance in his
own philosophy of life that had
evolved through time. His jeevan
devata — the God of Life — was not
unlike the bauls’ moner manush.
Tagore strongly believed that
divinity in man was linked with
humanity in divinity. Tagore’s
freedom lay in the open skies,
in the dust, in the blades of
grass, in the notes of music that
carried him beyond the pale of
body and mind.

Tagore’s deep sense of freedom,
equality, and ingrained belief
in social and ethical values made
him loudly protest in his vast

|
Tagore's creative work comprised 28 large volumes
consisting of poetry, dramas, operas, short stories,
novels, essays and diaries, several volumes of letters,

over 2,000 songs and 3,000 paintings and drawings
|

Tagore found solace in the
unconventional wisdom of the
bauls, or wandering minstrels
who were in the marginalized
rims of society. Finding peace in
his ancestral estates in riverine
rural Bengal, among the baul
community, Tagore could distance
himself from the urban meléé.
A rebel at heart, he empathized
with the bauls. Denied temple-
entry by priests, bauls claimed
that God’s temple was the wide
world from which no priest could
keep them out. The God of the
bauls was not an impersonal
awesome fearful presence but
the friend, lover, and companion
who existed within their hearts,
their moner manush or soul’s
companion. Tagore loved the
sense of equality between man

volume of literature against
the plight of the untouchable
chandals and the marginalization
of women and religious minorities.
His strong protest captured in
melodic verses, moving prose,
and powerful theatre dialogues
have a contemporary relevance
since much of the problems
remain today.

The second aspect of the Essential
Tagore is the sense of balance
and rhythm that Tagore found
in nature, which he sought to
maintain in his creative work.
Imagining how a hundred years
hence a reader of his poems
might recall him, Tagore wrote in
a celebrated poem that he would
like to be remembered as the poet
who felt one with nature:
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‘Let my spring song resound in
your spring day

For a while let my tune stay —

In the fluttering of your soul, the
humming of bees

And murmuring in leaves,

A hundred years from now!’

(‘Aji  hote shoto borsho pare’
from Chitra; translated by Fakrul
Alam in The Essential Tagore
edited by Fakrul Alam & Radha
Chakravarty, Harvard University
Press, 2011, p 245)

Integral to Tagore’s philosophy
was the consciousness of an
endless dialogue that takes place
between the inner and the outer.
At the highest spiritual level it
was the dialogue between the
atma and the paramatma - the
soul and the larger truth. At the
everyday level it was reflected in
the two movements of the earth
— rotation and revolution — which
metaphorically impacted man.
While man pivoted on the diurnal
axis of his cultural roots he drew
from cultures of the world on the
path of revolution. It is through
these two movements that man
discovered himself. This was in
essence the philosophy behind
Tagore’s university, Visva-
Bharati. Inaugurated in 1921, it
sought to welcome all the cultures
of the world in one nest offering to
them the hospitality of India’s own
culture while accepting from them
their best. Tagore was equally
fascinated by Buddhism for the
same sense of balance it had
created by being rooted in India,
its mother soil, while spreading its
branches far and wide.

In dance, too, Tagore envisioned
this dialogue between the outer
and the inner. In the brief

preface to Nataraj celebrated in
Santiniketan during Holi in 1927,
Tagore wrote: “Nataraj or Shiva
in his cosmic dance or tandava,
created the external beauty of the
universe with the strike of one foot,
while with the stamp of the other
he caused the emotional landscape
of the individual to be manifested.
If one could participate in the
great rhythm of cosmic dance in
both these manifestations of the
outer and inner, the mind would
be released from all restraining
bonds and enjoy the endless
interplay of emotions or leela
ras.” Man’s constant engagement
with the good and the bad, with
life and death, with tears and
laughter while keeping his balance
is beautifully captured in Tagore’s
song — mamo chittye niti nritye
ke je nache, tata thoi thoi, tata
thoi thoi, tata thoi thoi.

Tagore’s sense of balance — which
came from his understanding
of cosmic harmony — extended
to his vision of creative unity in
the arts, which is the 3 aspect
of the Essential Tagore that I
will elaborate. Tagore believed
that all disciplines of learning
were somehow linked in Oneness
which reflected a holistic vision
essential for true education. He
felt that rhythm was the creative
force which made words of un-
cadenced prose, vibrate with
radiance. In perfect rhythm, even
art forms acquired a momentum
which went beyond their seeming
stillness “like a motionless flame
which is nothing but movement.”

(The Essential Tagore, op cit, p
190)

Tagore wrote the object of
education is to give man the
unity of truth. “I believe in a
spiritual world — not as anything

separate from this world — but
as its innermost truth.” He
lamented that in modern times
the creative unity in education
between intellectual, physical
and spiritual practiced by ancient
teachers was breaking up. His
fear that education was focusing
only on giving information and
not knowledge only for creating
jobs to the detriment of ethical
and spiritual values holds good
specially today.

(Rabindranath Tagore,
in Personality, in The
English Writings of Tagore,
Vol 2, Sahitya Akademi, Delhi,
2008, p 394)

to the use of words and sentences.
If an extraneous language dictates
the language of the cinema, then
it can have a crippling effect on
the cinematic language.” Such
thoughts were truly modern in his
times!

The 4% aspect of the Essential
Tagore was Tagore’s belief in man.
Despite all the personal setbacks
and grief in his life, when he saw
death claiming one by one all his
loved ones, Tagore was never
bitter with life. He never desired
an ascetic withdrawal but sought
to engage with life to the full. In
his celebrated poem ‘Pran’ he
wrote:

|
It was Tagore’s dream that his songs, which he said were
‘real songs” with real human messages and emotions would
appeal to all across time and geographical boundaries

|

At Visva-Bharati Tagore sought to
bathe the academic atmosphere
in music and dance which would
enter the subconscious of all
students including those who
studied other disciplines. In
Tagore’s vision music, dance and
painting were all inter-related
and were different expressions
emanating from the same fount of
creative energy.

Apart from art, music and dance
there was yet another creative
medium that attracted Tagore
although it was then in a nascent
stage. This was cinema. Tagore
wrote in a letter dated November
26, 1929: “The primary feature of
the cinema is the motion of images.
These moving images should be
expressed in such a way that the
beauty and glory of a sequence can
be understood without resorting
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I don’t want to leave this lovely
world/ I want to stay in the midst
of mankind

In this sun-drenched flower-
filled garden/I'd like to be at the
pulsating heart of life

(The Essential Tagore, op cit, p
226)

Tagore described his personal
religion as the Religion of Man.
The creativity of the human mind,
its ability to face challenges and
transcend day-to-day obstacles to
reach a state of equilibrium made
man God’s unique creation. The
creative impulse in man made
him the “dreamer of dreams,
the music-makers.” (Creative
Unity, in the English Writings
of Rabindranath Tagore, Vol
2, op cit, p 499). Tagore sought
to find this universal man in the
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world. He wrote: “I do not put my
faith in any new institution but
in individuals all over the world,
who think clearly, feel nobly and
act rightly, thus becoming the
channels of moral truth.” (Ibid)

Finally, the Essential Tagore
recognized and loudly proclaimed
India’s pluralism —its rich tapestry
of cultures woven by streams
of people who have poured into
India from time immemorial to
flow into the ocean of mankind.
This concept of a syncretic
civilization — to be distinguished
from  Europe’s aggrandizing
nationalism — was a novel thought
in his day. When Tagore spoke
against Nation in a series of
lectures in Japan and USA he was
misunderstood abroad as well
as in India. Tagore’s patriotism
was unquestionable but what he
dared to say was that India could
not be forced into the mechanical
mould of a Nation state as it was
itself ‘a world in miniature’ with
a ‘looseness in its diversity’ and
a ‘feebleness in its unity’. In his
Bharat Tirtha written in 1910 and

Janaganamana written in 1911,
later to become India’s National
Anthem, Tagore spoke of the
diverse racial, ethnic and religious
streams which have entered India
in waves to be assimilated into its
body fabric. The strength of India
lies in its pluralist identity and
when this comes under attack, as
it has in contemporary times, it is
important to remember Tagore’s
philosophy and the wealth of his
lyrics.

It is not that Tagore was unaware
of the pitfalls on the path of
syncretic civilization that he
wished for India. Repeatedly he
saw how casteism, communalism
and blind traditionalism stood
in the way of unity and progress
of the Indian people. Towards
the end of his life he was also
disillusioned with the West and
saw the deep -contradictions
between enlightened Western
values of liberty and equality and
what was being practised. His
‘Crisis of Civilisation’ written
months before his death in 1941
was a sad commentary of the
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war-torn years and ominously has
solemn lessons for our present
times.

Yet Tagore never lost faith in
Man. In his only original English
poem The Child Tagore had dwelt
on a progression of moods from
man’s sense of insecurity to blind
faith in a leader, anxiety and
disillusionment leading to his
murder, deep remorse followed
by fresh belief in man. The poem
ends with this refrain:

Victory to Man, the new-born, the
ever-living

They kneel down, the king and the
beggar, the saint and the sinner,

The wise and the fool and cry —

Victory to Man, the new-born, the
ever-living

The old man from the East
murmurs to himself:

T have seen!”

Alumnus (History/1965-70)

Essence of
Law Enforcement

SANKAR SEN

aw Enforcement and
I order maintenance is the

prime responsibility of the
police in any society. The word
“police” is derived from Latin
word politia, which stands for
state or administration. Police
is the main body through which
preservation of peace and order
is ensured by the government.
The job of the police is difficult,
hazardous and can be incredibly
thankless. Indeed, from no other
profession, so much is demanded
with so little compensation. The
profession also symbolizes tough
and macho qualities, necessary for
ceaseless battle against the forces
of lawlessness and disorder.

This stern  message  was
continuously = drummed into
our ears when we were I.P.S.
probationers at the Central Police
Training College at Mt. Abu. We
were told that the police service
was not for the weak and faint-
hearted and not for people with
utopian ideas. The war against
crime is unending, a Sisyphean
task, meant only for the tough and
undaunted.

During my period of practical
training as Assistant
Superintendent of Police, Cuttack,
senior officers including my SP,
repeated the same adage and
asked me to forget what had been

taught in the training school and
adjust myself to the ground-
realities. The dominant view of
the police is that “ends justify
the means” and for ensuring that
criminals get their just deserts, the
police, if necessary, should bend
rules and get round laws and not
hesitate to practise what is called
“noble cause corruption”. Good
policing is not possible by acting
within the four corners of the law.

Fortunately, during that period I
had the opportunity of coming in
close contact with the then Chief
Justice of Orissa High Court, R.L.
Narasingham. He was a member of
the Indian Civil Service (ICS) but
opted for the judicial side. Short
and gaunt with sparkling eyes and
smiling face, he was a simple man
unaffected by the majesty of the
service he belonged to.

The first day I met him at
the Cuttack Club, his immediate
question was why I never turned
up atthe tennis court, supposedly a
re-charging arena for an assistant
superintendent of police. I
mumbled some excuses, but there
was no escape. Narsingham used
to come regularly to play tennis in
the club. I used to get calls from
his Registrar that His Lordship
wanted me to come to the club to
play tennis — that too with proper
kit. Thus, began my initiation in
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tennis. The tennis marker of the
club, Pankaj, gave me many useful
tips and I was able to pick up the
game tolerably well within a short
period of time. This proved to be
a boon in my long service career.
Later on, as the Director of the
National Police Academy, I played
and enjoyed tennis with the IPS
probationers, and forged a closer
understanding with many of them.

However, to go back to
my Cuttack days, I also had the
chance of long and interesting
téte-a-téte with Justice
Narasingham after a few games.
He had a sharp analytical
mind and his observations
on contemporary events were
incisive and insightful. He also
recounted, with evident glee,
interesting anecdotes, including
scandals about some of the
leading lights of the club. Because
of his civil service background, he
was quick in taking decisions, a
quality that many in the judicial
fraternity lacked. I shall always
remember one of his many
memorable aphorisms which I
have subsequently repeated to
many of my junior colleagues and
probationers. He asked me to
always remember that the role of
the police is to maintain law and
order; but such maintenance must
be done in accordance with the
law, otherwise, dacoits could any
day maintain better order than the
police.

Over the years, I came to
understand and appreciate the
importance of this insightful
observation and tried to adhere
to it to the best of my capacity.
It helped me immensely in the
discharge of my duties. In the
police job, one has to constantly
encounter the dregs of society, and
witness man’s inhumanity to man.
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Many policemen, says the Berkley-
based criminologist  Gordon
Misner, “picture themselves as
crime fighters standing against
the Mongol hordes without the
support of the public, politicians
or courts”. This misconceived
zeal makes them imagine that
the hardened criminals will not
respond to normal methods of
investigation and detection and
therefore they resort to practices
which are downright questionable

force to curb violence raises a
fundamental issue that police
themselves should not indulge
in unnecessary or excessive use
of force. A lawless police is an
abomination in a free society. It is
mistakenly argued that to control
the dreaded criminals or terrorists,
tough policing, involving violation
of laws and rules, is necessary, if
not unavoidable.

With my long experience in active

“...Picture themselves as crime fighters standing against
the Mongol hordes without the support of the public,

politicians or courts”

and illegal. But this, without
doubt, is a perverted approach.

Crime is contagious, and there
will be utter contempt for law if
police themselves become the
lawbreakers. In any democratic
society, law vests enormous
power in the hands of the police
to curb lawlessness of anti-
social elements, but it also keeps
provisions to ensure that these
powers are not abused to imperil
the freedom of the citizens. The
mandate of the police to use

policing, I have always felt that
thisis an erroneous argument, and
there is always the danger of police
officers sliding down the slope.
Once a certain degree of force
is permitted, the police officers
face an overwhelming temptation
to apply as much force they
consider necessary to obtain the
sought-after information. I have
seen promising careers of young
police officers coming to a sad
end on account of transgressing
laws and perpetrating illegalities.
They were driven by the mistaken
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notion that end justifies the
means. In any conflict of ends
and means, the point to be borne
in mind is whether the ends are
important enough to justify the
means. Conviction of a criminal is
important, but more important is
the fact that in a liberal democracy,
the police are expected to carry
out their activities in a manner
that enhances the value of a liberal
society. Adoption of impermissible
means may ultimately undermine
the end. The Independent
Commission of Police in Northern
Ireland (Patten Commission) has
aptly said that “bad application
or promiscuous use of power to
limit a person’s human rights by
such means as arrest, strip-and-
search, house searches, can lead
to bad police relations with the
entire neighborhood, thereby
rendering in effect policing of
those neighborhoods impossible”.

Adoption of unlawful means
damages the reputation of the
police and also its effectiveness.
To my mind, Narasingham’s
perceptive words sum up the
essence of law enforcement and
order maintenance, which are the
core functions of the police.

Alumnus (History/1950-56)

The Amazing Story of
Higgs Boson

SOUMITRA

his is a story of neither God
I nor a Goddamn particle but
of an extremely valuable
member in our life called ‘Higgs
boson’. It remained invisible until
very recently but is responsible for
the existence of everything around
us — the living and the non-living
part of the entire universe !!

Before getting to the story, let us
set the stage by addressing two
basic questions in science :

1. What are the fundamental
structures of matter ?

and

2. What are the laws of
nature ?

Looking at the variety of things
around us, we find that nature
is full of diversity. There are
hundreds of solids, liquids and
gases of different appearances.
However, it has been found that
despite this apparent diversity in
nature at the macroscopic level,
there is a remarkable unity at the
microscopic level. Nature unravels
a beautiful unity in the form of few
fundamental entities — namely:
electrons, protons, neutrons etc.
which constitute different atoms
which, in turn, form different
molecules and, subsequently, all
the matter around us.

SENGUPTA

Knowledge of the characters
and properties of few particles
like electrons, protons, neutrons
should enable us to explain the
properties of everything in the
universe. This is the importance
of the study of micro-particles.

We shall now examine the unity at
the micro- level more critically.

It is observed that by making use
of ordinary light, we cannot see
the bones in our body but by
use of X-rays we can easily probe
inside our skin i.e. can go to the
more micro-level.

This is because the wavelength of
the X-ray wave is much shorter
than that of the ordinary light
wave. But smaller wavelengths
mean higher frequencies which,
in turn, imply higher energy.
In other words, looking into
microscopic levels require higher
and higher energy waves or
beams. For this reason the study
of micro-particles, i.e Particle
Physics, is called High Energy
Physics and the machines which
create such high energy beams are
called accelerators or colliders.

In general, it is extremely
difficult to build experimental
facilities which increase the
energy of waves beyond a point
— due to both technical as well as
financial constraints. At present,
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the highest energy producing
accelerator is operating at CERN,
Geneva , called Large Hadron
Collider(LHC), where two
proton beams are accelerated to
very high energy and collide at
combined energy of the order of
14 Tev ( Tev = Tera-electron volt is
a unit of energy) and can probe a
microscopic distance of the order
of l/lOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
cm !!

What happens after this
collision?

It is well known that the
fundamental laws followed by
the microscopic particles are
the laws of Quantum Mechanics
and Relativity. While quantum
mechanics describe the
observables associated with a
particle in statistical language
due to the famous Heisenberg’s
Uncertainty Principle (in contrast
to a deterministic description of
Newtonian Science), the Special
Theory of Relativity formulated
by Einstein in 1905 is essential
for the particles which are
travelling with speed nearly that
of light. The essence of the Special
Theory of Relativity is that, the
‘time’ which measures the rate of
evolution of any event in nature is
not universal for all observers but
depends on the state of motion of
the frame.

Results of Michelson-Morley
experiment which stated that
the speed of light in vacuum is
independent of the motion of
the observer, led Einstein to
propose the following relativistic
transformation of time coordinate
in two different inertial frames
moving with uniform relative
velocity v as

t=t / (1- v3/c2 )2,
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This, in turn, implies that nothing
in vacuum can move faster than
light; otherwise the time in a
frame shall become imaginary !

To make the fundamental form
of the dynamical equation
Force = Mass x Acceleration
consistent, Einstein put forward
the following transformation rule
for the mass

m=m_ / (1-v*/c?)"

We call the rest mass m_to be the
mass of a particle while m is the
relativistic mass, which depends
on velocity.

This equation implies that all
mass-less particles (i.e. m =
0) like photon must travel with
speed of light and all massive
particles like electrons, protons,
neutrons must have speed less
than that of light.

This eventually led to the famous
equation E = m C 2 (where c is
the speed of light in vacuum).

This equation points to the
possibility of producing huge
energy from a small mass (energy
released during atom bomb
explosion on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki) and conversely particles
with small mass m from energy E.
So when two proton beams collide
at a very high energy inside LHC,
a plethora of particles of different
masses are created.

The question that arises is:

From which source of
energy, are particles
(which constitute the whole
universe) like electrons,
protons, neutrons created?

The answer lies in the energy that
was released at the beginning

of the universe, i.e. BIG BANG.
According to the present theory
of Cosmology (a branch of Physics
which deals with the origin and
behavior of the cosmos as a whole),
our universe was created from a
point through a huge explosion,

electrons,
neutrons ?

protons and

To understand this we focus
our attention to the list of all
the fundamental particles about
which we know as of now.

particles

proton

\\\\///,/

proton

/ \\\\\
particles

Fig. 2 : Particles created from colliding high energy beams

called the BIG BANG, about 13.5
billion years before and ever since
then, the universe continues to
expand. All the fundamental
particles which constitute the
universe were created from the
huge energy released at the time
of BIG BANG i.e. at the time of the
creation of the universe.

But, during BIG BANG,
was there creation of mass-
less particles like photons
or massive particles like
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Thislistcontainssixheavyparticles
called quarks which are named as
up, down, charm, strange, top,
bottom — symbolically u, d, c, s,
t, b. All the heavy particles like
protons and neutrons are made
out of combinations of these
quarks. The list also includes
six light particles called leptons
which are electron, muon, tau and
for each of them one neutrino i.e.
electron neutrino, muon neutrino
and tau neutrino.

So, we note here a total of twelve
fundamental material particles
and their anti-particles. Some of
these fundamental particles are
stable which constitute atoms,
molecules etc. and some are
unstable which can be created only
for a very short time by the energy
to mass conversion principle as
discussed earlier.

Why do particles combine to
form stable atoms, molecules
and life after they are created?

That is because of the existence
of forces. The forces are the
main drivers of all the events in
the universe and there are four
fundamental forces as we know
till now. These are 1) Electro-
magnetic force, 2) Strong force,
3) Weak force, and 4) Gravitational
force.

We are very familiar with the
first and the fourth force in our
everyday life. The strong force is
the force responsible for binding
the quarks to form protons and
neutrons while radioactivity is the
result of weak force.

The weakest among all forces is the
force of gravitation which causes
an apple to fall from a tree or
motion of planets around the sun.
However, this force is significant
only for large mass objects like
planets, stars etc. and therefore
will be kept out of the realm of the
present discussion which involves
only fundamental particles with
extremely tiny masses.

According to the quantum
theory the forces between any
two particles are nothing but
the mediation of some particles
— called ‘force mediators’. For
example, the electric repulsion
between two electrons is nothing
but exchange of a mediator
particle called ‘photon’.

The name of the mediator particles
of different forces are Photons (for
Electro-magnetic force), 8 Gluons
(for Strong force), and W+, W-and
Z (for Weak force). So once again

electron

electron

electron

Fig. 3: Photon as force mediator between
two electrons

we see that we have “twelve” force
mediators particles just as there
are ‘twelve’ quarks and leptons
which constitute the material
world around us.

According to quantum theory,
all fundamental particles carry a
property called ‘Spin’ which can
either be o, 1, 2, 3, ... integers or
1/2, 3/2, 5/2, 7/2, .... half integers
in a certain unit. The first set of
particles are called bosons (as
they obey a statistical principle
shown by Satyendranath Bose and
Einstein) while the latter set are
called fermions (which obey Fermi
and Dirac statistics).

Interestingly, all twelve material
particles — namely quarks and
leptons — are spin half fermions
while all twelve force mediator
particles are spin one bosons. So
there are 12 + 12 = 24 fundamental
particles to describe the universe.

The fundamental theory of
these quarks, leptons and force
mediating particles is called the
“standard model of elementary
particles” which was proposed by
Abdus Salam, Steven Weinberg
and Glashow. This model critically
depends on a fundamental
principle called gauge symmetry
for its consistency. The gauge
symmetry which describes a
beautiful underlying symmetry
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in nature makes standard model
very powerful and successful in
describing the behavior of all
particles ( i.e quarks, leptons, and
force mediating particles).

However, such a beautiful
property of nature puts a stringent
condition on the standard model.
The symmetry demands that in
our theory we cannot put non-zero
masses for the electrons, quarks
etc. in a straightforward manner.
But we know that electrons and
quarks have masses (otherwise,
as discussed earlier, everything
would travel with speed of light
and no bound state of atoms and
molecules would be formed and
there would be no LIFE!!).

To circumvent this problem i.e.,
to induct masses to electrons and
quarks, we bring in a new principle
called ‘Spontaneous symmetry
breaking’. The idea behind this
principle is that some system has
the tendency of spontaneously
going into one of many minimum
energy states called ‘ground state’
and break a symmetry. When the
energy is supplied it jumps to
higher energy states.

For elementary particle theory this
amounts to saying that quarks and
leptons are various higher energy
states while the ground state is a
perfect vacuum where there is no
quark or lepton, i.e. effectively,
the ground state has zero energy
with no trace of quarks or leptons.

However, if we now assume the
existence of a new particle called
Higgs boson with spin zero, then
we can have a non-zero ground
state for them where all the Higgs
bosons going to the ground state
means effectively generating an
energy in the vacuum. The Higgs
are thus lying in a frozen state
in the vacuum and can only be
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created as living Higgs particle,
when sufficient energy is supplied
to produce them following
Einstein’s equation E = mc2.

Thus, mathematically,

Higgs partiels

N\
\ Frozen Higgs

Fig. 4 : Living and frozen Higgs

Fermion = o + fermion particle

Higgs = v (frozen Higgs) + h (the
living Higgs )

However, despite the absence
of required energy to produce a
living Higgs boson, the vacuum
is filled with these frozen Higgs
and whenever a particle, say an
electron or quark, moves in the
sea of these frozen Higgs, it is
obstructed due to their interaction
with frozen Higgs and appears
to have acquired inertia or mass
from their interaction with the
Higgs where the acquired mass
is related to the vacuum value of
the frozen Higgs i.e . v. This way
we can indirectly generate masses
of the fermions without explicitly
destroying the underlying gauge
principle.

But why does photon remain
massless while travelling through
the sea of frozen Higgs? It is
because the gauge symmetry
prevents a photon to have any
direct interaction with the frozen
Higgs and the photons travel
through the vacuum as if the sea
of Higgs does not exist for them !

The standard model met with
tremendous success in explaining

OOO®

Fig. 5: Frozen Higgs at the vacuum

Fig. 6 : A particle acquires mass in the
vacuum of frozen Higgs

the phenomena at the micro-
level but an important problem
remained : We could not produce a
Higgs particle ( i.e the living Higgs
‘h’ ) from it’s frozen vacuum state
v’ as the mass of the Higgs ‘h’ is
sufficiently large and, therefore,
needs very high energy to be
created according to Einstein’s
formula.

So we have assumed the existence
of the Higgs boson (h) and it’s
frozen value (v) and explained the
origin of masses of the fundamental
particles without the living Higgs
boson itself being detected! It was
as if an invisible actor (Higgs) in a
frozen state was playing the most
crucial role in a drama to explain
the origin of masses of all the other
actors (the other fundamental
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particles), which resulted in stable
atoms, molecules and life but itself
remain unobserved !!

So how can we be sure
that our conjecture about
the existence of this most
valuable actor is accurate?

It is predicted from standard
model that, for consistency of the
theory, the mass of the Higgs,
although large, must be within say
about 500 Gev. Several countries
of the world got together to create
the Large Hadron Collider (LHC)
— the most expensive and highest
energy generating machine so far
which can generate energy of the
order of 14000 Gev or 14 Tev.

The fear was that if Higgs was not
observed, it would be disastrous
for the standard model which
is otherwise so successful in
describing nature. The entire
scientific community of the world
was waiting with hope and anxiety
which they have been bearing for
more than thirty years !!

Recently the beam energy of
LHC was raised to about 7 Tev,
and our DREAM CAME TRUE!
We found the existence of a new
particle which carries many of
the properties of Higgs boson
with mass of the order of 126 Gev.
Further confirmatory verifications
are in progress.

We have finally reached a long
cherished goal — we have found
the Higgs particle, the source of
masses of all the particles and,
therefore, the source of creation of
atoms, molecules, and life in our
universe !

Higgs bosons exist and, therefore,
we exist !!

Alumnus (Physics/1978-1981,
Teacher/1993-1996)

One day in the life of
Eden Hindu Hostel

SUBHAS RANJAN CHAKRABORTY

Review of the Progress of

Education in Bengal (1912-13
to 1916-17), W W Hornell, writing
about Presidency College, noted
that discipline was generally good
until 1913, when there were ‘signs
of the want of the best kind of
loyalty’, and one or two serious
lapses into indiscipline. ‘In 1914
the general discipline appeared
to show a marked improvement
on 1913, and the outbreak of war
evoked much that was good in the
college. By contrast, indiscipline
then took on a definitely political
form; there were arrests and
hostel searches, not always
submitted to in the proper spirit.
In 1915 there was a difficult state
of affairs, culminating early in
1916 in open defiance of authority
which led to the temporary closing
of the college and the Eden Hindu
Hostel. The following session the
general conduct of the college
was more satisfactory, but a large
number of students were arrested
at different times for political
reasons, and the Eden Hindu
Hostel was subjected to one
extensive search and several on a
small scale.’

In the Fifth Quinquennial

The Students’ Consultative
Committee which was instituted
in 1913 to bring the Principal into

closer touch with the opinions
and wants of the general body
of students ‘played an unworthy
part in the troubles of 1916 and
has been discontinued; its early
promise of usefulness was not
fulfilled. It is regrettable that
the first attempt at a students’
constitution has failed’.

The year 1916 opened with the
troubles that Hornell mentioned.
On 10% January the annual prize
distribution ceremony for the
meritorious students of Hindu and
Hare Schools was organised on the
Hare School grounds, attended,
among others, by the Governor
Lord Carmichael, H R James,
the principal, Presidency College,
Rai Rasamoy Mitra Bahadur, the
Head Master of Hindu School and
Rai Ishan Chandra Ghosh Saheb,
the Head Master of Hare School.
Several third year students of the
Presidency College (who were
also former students of the Hindu
and Hare Schools) attended the
function on invitation from their
respective schools. As a result
they were a little late for the class
in Presidency College, to be taken
by Professor Rabindra Narayan
Ghose. When they passed through
the corridor towards their class
room, Professor E F Oaten,
who was taking his class, felt
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disturbed and came out to scold
the students and even held one
of them by hand and asked them
to go away. Different versions of
the story came out in the press
later and it is difficult to say what
exactly transpired. According
to the students’ version, they
decided to meet the Principal and
seek redress, but the Principal
asked them to settle the matter
with Professor Oaten. In the
meantime, other students of the
class also came out in the corridor
as Professor Ghose did not turn
up for his class. Professor Oaten
came out of his class once more
and threatened them to slap a fine
of Rupees five if they left the class
room before the bell indicated
that the time of the class had come
to an end. Professor Ghose arrived
late and after a while formally
dismissed the class. The students,
coming out into the corridor, once
more confronted Professor Oaten
who was extremely annoyed and
asked them to return to the class
room and allegedly pushed some
of the boys.

The students met the Principal
once more but he again advised
them to patch up the matter with
Professor Oaten. The students,
disappointed, decided to go on
strike. A couple of days later,
some of the professors mediated
a settlement. The students
admitted that ‘some of them
were technically wrong in
remaining on the corridor’,
while Professor Oaten on his
part admitted that he ‘used some
degree of force in insisting on the
students to go to their class room’
and expressed ‘his sincere regret
for having done so’.

The matter, however, did not
come to rest. The next day Mr.

AUTUMN ANNUAL_



d PRESIDENCY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION — AUTUMN ANNUAL_

| I

Oaten behaved in a quite different
way. After entering the Third and
Fourth Year (combined) History
Honours Class he wanted those
who were absent on the previous
day to go away from the class. They
left the class and represented the
matter to Principal James, who,
to their great surprise, declared
himself quite helpless in the
matter. To add injury to insult, the
Principal fined the whole body of
the students of the College Rupees
Five each for not attending their
classes for two days.

On the 15th of January a long
editorial appeared on the subject
in the Amrita Bazar Patrika which
noted :

‘And lastly the Presidency
College will not elevate
itself, but lower itself in the
estimation of the public,
if taking advantage of this
deplorable incident, in which
a Professor is more to blame
than the students, a sum of Rs.
5,000 is raised from them by
one stroke of the pen. We trust
Mr. James will reconsider the
matter... A sum of Rs 5000 is
no doubt very tempting, but
Mr. James must be above such
petty temptation’.

Such sympathetic comments in
Amrita Bazar Patrika inspired
the students and that particular
edition of the newspaper appeared
to be in great demand with a
copy being sold for as much as
four annas instead of the regular
price of one anna. The letters
to the editor columns were full
of responses from the students
and the general public. The
newspaper continued with the
stories, recalling earlier occasions
of such conflict between European

teachers and the students
involving Professor Holme and
Professor Harrison. The Patrika
recalled these incidents and
commented: ‘It is a remarkable
fact that there had never been any
serious quarrel between the Indian
Professors and the students in the
Presidency College.’

The situation in the College
continued to be tense. The
celebration of the Founders’ Day
on 20 January was cancelled. Soon
themoreseriousincidentinvolving
Professor Oaten followed. The
incident resulted in the expulsion
of Subhas Chandra Bose and
Ananga Mohan Dam from the

and other property; for the
removal of these properties
every reasonable help is to
be given to him. If money is
required Principal will supply
it. He is advised to start for
home (Sylhet) this evening.

(Sd.) H. R. James.

The Hostel was always suspected
by the authorities to be a centre for
secret political activities with some
or perhaps many students keeping
liaison with the revolutionary
groups. The war gave a boost
to the revolutionary movement
in Bengal and the hostels and
students’ messes were always

the Presidency College will not elevate itself, but lower
itself in the estimation of the public, if taking advantage
of this deplorable incident, in which a Professor is
more to blame than the students, a sum of Rs. 5,000 is
raised from them by one stroke of the pen
|

College. In addition Ananga, was
unceremoniously expelled from
the Eden Hindu Hostel. The
following copy of a letter written
to the Superintendent of the Eden
Hindu Hostel by Mr. H. R. James
was displayed on the Notice Board
of the Hostel :

Babu Ananga Mohan Dam
who has been expelled from
the College by the Governing
Body is expressly forbidden
to re-enter the gates of the
Eden Hindu Hostel. Boarders
are forbidden to hold any
communication or to speak
with him except what is
necessary (with the permission
of the Superintendent) for
forwarding his books, clothes
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under scrutiny. The quinquennial
report clearly indicated this. It
is in this context that we look at
the search in the rooms of nine
students in the Eden Hindu
Hostel on 27 July, 1916. Earlier
in June, Basanta Das, Surendra
Kar and some other students were
arrested. This is recorded by the
weekly police report which does
not give further details.

The search was made under
warrant in connection with
the murder of Basanta
Kumar Chatterjee, Deputy
Superintendent of Police. The
search party was led by C H
Shillong. The students whose
rooms were searched were:
Suresh  Chakraborty, Jogesh

Bhattacharya, Surendra Acharjee,
Bhabesh Nandy, Surendra Roy,
Basanta Acharjee, Monindra
Majumdar, Nripendra Majumdar
and Suresh Das. These men,
though searched, were not
detained under the DPA or any
other Act. Enquiries were made
from the local police of their home
villages/ districts and it was found
that none was known to have any
political connection. Some papers
including notebooks, letters and
other articles were seized from
them. But the police is never
less than fair and F W Kidd, the
Deputy Commissioner of Police,
ultimately ordered the articles
to be returned, but his order was
signed in November 1919! The
articles were received by those
who still continued to be students
in the same month.

The notebooks or papers/letters
seized from the students reveal
some interesting insights into
the lives of the students. From
Suresh Chakraborty’s room three
‘khata books’, were found. They
were really lecture notes handed
down by seniors. For example, on
the first page of one such ‘khata’
was written ‘handed down from
Bhupati Dhar, B.A. to Bejoy Roy
in 1910’. Clearly, the tradition
of handing down notes is one
well established in the history
of the institution. In the case of
Surendra Acharjee Chaudhuri no
objectionable material was found,
but curiously the investigating
officer was asked to destroy
two photographs (there is no
mention of what the photographs
were). The papers of Bhabesh
Nandy were also found largely
unobjectionable, but one paper
had a reference to prisoner no.
5673 of Alipore Central Jail. The

Investigating Officer suggested
the destruction of this paper.
The police probably also made
enquiries about the prisoner
and possible connections. What,
however, may interest us is
a menu which listed curry of
cabbages, curry of potatoes, fish
curry, kumra for all, egg mamlet,
chops, curry of chhana for
Christians. It also listed that there
were 11 Christians and 12 Hindus.
Possibly they were celebrating a
feast, but the menu apparently was
specific to one’s religion. From
Surendra Roy’s papers the IO
wanted to retain a letter written by
a friend who, on being appointed
a special constable, was anxious
to procure a medical certificate,
even by offering a bribe! In
Basanta Acharjee Chaudhuri’s
room the police found a couple
of ‘love songs’ in Bengali. Luckily
for him, Police did not find that
objectionable.

A Sur’s Diary found in the room
of Monindra Narayan Majumdar
provides the only evidence, in
the students’ own words, of the
trouble in Presidency College.
The entry on 11 January (in red
ink) notes: ‘strike in the college
on account of Mr. Oaten’s
misbehavior to some students’;
13 January: ‘Mr. Oaten compelled
some fourth year students to leave
his class. How shameful creature
he is!’ In the margin the D C of
Police commented, ‘a delightful
side light on the mental outlook of
the Bengali student’. 17 January:
‘Mr. P C Ghose advised us to join
the Founders’ Day.” 19 January:
‘Founders’ Day  celebration
is postponed this year. The
Statesman criticises the strikes
that recently occurred in three
different colleges and also the
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university [against the proposals]
to pass laws to make further
strikes unprofitable.” 20 January:
‘No founders’ Day celebration
this year. This is exactly as it
should be’. 16 February: ‘A very
regrettable incident occurred in
the college. Mr. Oaten has been
bitten(sic!-this is from the police
transcript) by vicious students.
Principal and others came and
called the rolls (presumably in the
hostel). Am feverish. Took bread.’
19 February: ‘the Governing
Body of the College met. Ananga
suspected. He is pressed for
confession.” 21 February: Ananga
expelled from the hostel (we have
reproduced the expulsion order of
the Principal). The Principal came
in a battalion. We are forbidden to
talk with him. He is not allowed
to enter into the hostel. Sad
indeed.” 2 March: ‘Principal with
Gilchrist came to serve order of
the government that all students
except the 2™ and 4% year students
(examinees) should leave hostel at
once. Poor students find no room
to hide their head like homeless
cat, driven from hearth to hearth.
Thanks to the authority’. 5 March:
‘The governmental autocracy
knows no bounds. The authority
has outrageously misunderstood
the students. It wants to punish
all students for the offence of the
unknown few’. 9 April: ‘Frequent
depression, = Worried  about
examination result.’ 14 April: ‘had
a walk in the Eden Gardens with a
friend.” 8 July: “Took admission in
the college and hostel too’. 11 July:
‘Our sworn pilgrimage done alone
by me’. The meaning of this entry
is unclear as can be seen in the
Deputy Commissioner’s seeking
an explanation.

Monindra’s papers seem to have
attracted the most attention. In
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a piece of paper were written the
following entries: Phosphoric
acid 30, Phosphorous-200,
Lycopodium-30, Conaon
30 (presumably names of
homoeopathic medicines). The
DC wrote in red ink in the margin,
‘Ask inspectors of explosions if
this means anything’. Clearly, the
paranoia of the police reached
absurd proportions.

Another diary was found in the
possession of Suresh Chandra
Das, but it merely recorded
his personal engagements and
meetings with his friends and
relatives. The DC was merely
curious about the initials by
which all his contacts were
referred. He wanted to know
more. There is one entry, however,
that is intriguing: I P -12 March, H
P — 7 March, 6 April, NP -5, 6 and
28 March. The DC commented
with his tongue in the cheek,

‘Deals with his various methods of
self-abuse, I suppose!’

All the students whose rooms
were searched also gave detailed
statements. The IB file is full of
reports which were solicited from
and sent by the SPs of the different
districts from which the students
came like Mymensingh, Comilla,
Dacca, Tippera etc. In the case of
Surendra Acharjee Chaudhuri the
Police were contacted at Deoghar
as well, as his father had settled
there.

The officers were concerned,
as can be seen from their notes
and correspondences, about
the various messes in which
students generally lived if
they did not get into a hostel.
The statement of  Suresh
Chakraborty mentioned two
such messes at 48 Harrison
Road (where generally the
students of the University Law
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College, Ripon College, Ripon
Law College, City College,
Sanskrit  College, Bangabasi
College and Metropolitan College
stayed). Another mess was at
123/2 Amherst Street where a
cousin of Suresh and some of
his friends stayed. There was
detailed interrogation about
these. His statement mentions a
few significant names of people
involved in the nationalist
movement, though he claimed,
on being asked by the police,
not to know them personally.
These names included Atindra
Nath  Bose, Jadu  Gopal
Mukherjee, Rashbehari Bose,
Arun Chandra Guha, Jibantara
Haldar, Surendra Mohan Ghosh.

We may also note that the
Principal and his office were
rather keen to oblige the police by
offering all the information they
required quickly.

The Principal, W C Wordsworth, wrote on 25 July 1916 to Mr. Clerk:
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Dear Mr. Clerk,

I enclose the list for which Mr. Hornell asked me last evening. If you require further particulars re places of

residence, I shall make them out. Time did not permit today.

Yours sincerely,

(Sd.) W C Wordsworth
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Wordsworth wrote on the letter a note for the Superintendent, Eden Hindu Hostel, ‘Nibaranbabu, could you

The reply came swiftly:
provide 1) the list of residence, 2) year of study, 3) whether old or new students, 4) whether old or new hostel
resident’. Nibaranbabu noted, ‘The list supplied’ — NCB
stk On 31 July the Superintendent of the Hostel wrote to the Principal, (the Principal added his comments in
5 L '3_ . ;r . red ink parenthetically)
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Dear Wordsworth, i i
Many thanks for the lists forwarded with your letter of today’s date to Clerk. He would be obliged if you could
give him places of residence when you have time to make them out.
Yours sincerely,
Sd./ illegible.
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This short communication does
not pretend to write a partial
history of the institutions, but
hopes to record some moments
in 1916 when both the institutions
appeared to be going through a
phase of crisis. The crisis revolved
round some incidents in the
College, but the larger context
of the anti-colonial struggle is
probably not to be missed. The
relationship between the students
and the teachers (or, at least, the
European teachers, if we accept
the editorial comments of Amrita
Bazar Patrika) had become rather
unhappy and this article briefly
enumerates some of the episodes.
The strikes, the expulsions, the
closures, the arrests and the
searches together mark the larger
crisis. One sad casualty of the
period was the abolition of the
students’ consultative committee.
Ironically, this happened under

H R James, the best Principal of
the college in the opinion of some
commentators, who had been
instrumental in setting up the
committee in the first place.

The evidence provided by the
Intelligence Branch files gives
us some glimpse into the minds
of the students at the time. It is
important to record what little
we can access as there is absence
of much recorded evidence.
Curiously, only one student
appeared to have kept a record
of his responses. But the silences
may also be eloquent. It is worth
noting that Majumdar talks of the
expulsion of Ananga, but does
not mention Subhas even when
he records the Oaten incident in
February. May be he mentions
only Ananga as he was a resident
of the Hostel. Finally, the media
attention that any crisis relating
to these institutions attracts is
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not the product of the events of
the last four or five decades. It
started pretty early in the century.
The same could be said of political
involvement of the students
as well as the surveillance and
intervention of the police.
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Search of the

Higgs Boson
at the

Large Hadron Collider

SUNANDA BANERJEE

n July 4, 2012, two
experiments, working at
the CERN Large Hadron

Collider, jointly announced a
strong evidence of observing a
new particle state. The observed
particle, approximately 135 times
heavier than proton and with a
very short life time, could be the
elusive Higgs boson which the
high energy physicists have been
earnestly looking for during the
past 25 years. This will close one
of the puzzles of the Standard
Model of particle physics.

During the 1960s, six scientists,
G. S. Guralnik, Richard Hagen,
T. W. B. Kibble, P. W. Higgs, F.
Englert and R. Brout, suggested a
mechanism which could rescue the
gauge theory approach to explain
electroweak interactions. They, as
3 independent groups, published
in the same 1964 volume of
Physical Review Letters about
this mechanism, which could give
mass to elementary particles, and
at the same time retain the basic
symmetry in the theory. They
wrote from different perspectives
and each paper made a distinct
contribution in the field of particle

physics. These works enabled
S. Glashow, S. Weinberg and A.
Salam to formulate the Standard
Model of particle physics in the
later half of the 1960s. However,
this mechanism requires the
existence of at least one new
particle which is referred to as the
Higgs boson.

Many experiments, notably the
experiments done at the Large
Electron Positron (LEP) collider
in CERN, Geneva, and at Tevatron
in Fermilab, USA, have tested the
predictions of the Standard Model
to a high level of accuracy. All
these measurements agree with
the predictions which start with
a few unknown parameters. The
Standard Model is a beautiful
theory and arguably one that is
most precisely tested (some of the
measurements have precisions
exceeding few parts per million).
Unfortunately, the theory could
not provide any prediction on the
mass of the only missing element,
a spin 0 elementary particle, the
Higgs boson.

Designing an experiment to
look for such an object requires
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certain inputs — an idea of the
mass could be the first input. It
has been shown that the precision
measurements from experiments
performed at the LEP can be
used to predict an estimate of the
mass of yet unobserved particles.
The LEP measurements provided
some idea of the top quark
mass before its discovery at the
Tevatron collider. Again, the
precision measurements from
LEP and Tevatron give some
indication of mass of the Higgs
boson. These measurements
indicated that it should be lighter
than 200 GeV (billion electron
Volt). LEP also provided some
lower limit from direct searches
and thus the most probable mass
range of Higgs boson as required
in the Standard Model is between
100 and 200 GeV. Such a heavy
object can be produced in very
high energy collision and the most
economical way of getting to such
high energy is through collisions
of two beams of protons.

The Large Hadron Collider (LHC)
was conceived to provide such a
facility (see Fig. 1). It was designed
to provide collisions at 14 TeV
(tera electron Volt) with beam
intensity which could produce
thousand million proton proton
interactions per seconds. Such
high interaction rate is required
because probability of producing
Higgs boson has been calculated
to be rather small (optimistically
with such an intensity, one expects
to produce one Higgs boson in
every 10 second).

The LHC was constructed in
an underground tunnel, 27 km
circumference, located in the
Swiss-French border close to
Geneva, Switzerland. It housed
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Fig. 1 : Aerial view of Geneva area which houses the CERN laboratory. The large circle
shows approximate location of the LHC ring which is 50-150m underground

several thousand bending magnets
operated at very high field and
at super cold temperature to
contain the beam moving with a
speed which is 99.9999991% the
speed of light. Proton beams are
produced by ionizing hydrogen
gas and are accelerated through a
series of accelerators before they
are injected into the LHC ring at
an energy of 450 GeV. The radio
frequency (RF) cavities in the LHC
ring accelerate protons to 3.5-4.0
TeV using electric field. All the
accelerators in the chain use the
same basic principle of using RF
cavities in energizing the protons.

These are a few facts about the
LHC. The energy stored in the
magnets is 10 Giga Joules -
which is equivalent to the energy
of an Airbus A380 flight cruising
at a speed of 700 km/s. This
energy can heat and melt 12 tons
of copper. Energy stored in a
single beam is 360MJ which is
equivalent to 90 kg of TNT. The
superconducting magnets require
60 tons or 120 thousand gallons
of liquid helium to cool to the
required temperature. This makes
LHC the coldest place within the
solar system with the temperature
of 1.9°K. The protons move

in vacuum which makes LHC
the emptiest place in the solar
system with the vacuum in the
pipe containing the beams at 103
atmosphere.

Protons are produced by ionizing
hydrogen and are accelerated
in several stages with a set of
linear and circular accelerators
before they are injected into the
LHC ring at an energy of 450
GeV. In the process, protons are
bunched with each bunch having
on average 1.4 X 10" protons. 1377
such bunches form the proton

Pl
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beam within a LHC ring and they
are energized to 3.5 or 4 TeV and
brought to collision at a few points
which houses the detectors. Two
detectors, ATLAS and CMS, are
designed to look for the Higgs
boson and can sustain operation
at such a high luminosity.

ATLAS as well as CMS is a
high  resolution  microscope
designed to look into the debris
of the interaction. Each of these
detectors consists of several
sub-detector components with
several 10s of millions of detector
channels. Even the compact
detector (see Fig. 2) is 15m in
diameter, 22m long weighing 14
ktons. It has a central tracking
detector detecting and measuring
the charged calorimeter, an
electromagnetic and a hadronic
calorimeter ~ measuring  the
energies and directions of
electrons/photons and hadrons,
respectively.  This has more
than 76 million detection units
which are read out every 50 ns.
Such an experiment cannot be
made by one individual or by

Fig. 2 : Perspective view of the CMS detector showing an all-silicon tracking detector,
a crystal electromagnetic calorimeter, a brass-scintillator hadron calorimeter within a
superconducting solenoidal magnet and a muon detector system consisting of drift tubes,

cathode strip and resistive plate chambers
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Fig. 3 : View of a typical bunch crossing where each line indicates the trajectory of a
particle produced in the proton-proton collision within the CMS detetctor

one institute or even by one
country. Some 3,600 scientists,
engineers and students from 182
institutes in 38 countries made
such an experiment to happen.
The detector collects 15 peta (10%)
bytes of data a year. To make
sense from these vast amount of
data, one needs to distribute the
computing task to a network of
computers all over the world and
this gives birth to a new technology
— “Grid Computing”.

One needs a large number of
interactions to probe at small
cross-section of the production
process. The LHC has been
generous for that. It has provided
excess of ~4 x 10“ interactions
during 2011 at a centre of mass
energy of 7 TeV and even larger
number of interactions at 8 TeV
during the first half of 2012.
The experiments collected the
provided luminosity with very
high efficiency. However, this
will produce more than 10°
unwanted interactions for each
Higgs boson. During the data
taking period of 2012, there are
on average 30 inelastic proton-
proton interactions at every bunch
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The first step in the process of
finding anything new is to make
sure that the detectors are well-
understood. This feat is achieved
by looking at things which have
already been established in the
earlier work over the past few
decades. Fig. 4 shows a snapshot
of particles being discovered from
the 1930s till 1995 starting with
muons and pions and ending with
the top quark. The first proton-
proton collision in CMS took
place in 2009. Within the next 6
months all these particles were
observed in the CMS detector and
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crossing and each interaction will
produce several tens of particles
in the final state (see Fig. 3). One
has to extract signal from this
huge jungle of particles traversing
through the detector.
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Fig. 5 : Two typical events seen by the CMS
detector. The left picture is a candidate
event where two high energetic isolated
ys are seen and this is a candidate event of
H—>yy. The picture on the right has a pair
of electrons and a pair of muons and this
is a candidate event for the decay mode
H->ZZO—2e+2p
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their properties were measured to
accuracies better than established
knowledge.

ATLAS as well as CMS detectors
observed events like the ones
in Figure 5. These events carry
typical features of a Higgs boson
produced in  proton-proton
collision. However, there are some
rare Standard Model processes
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Fig. 6 : Effective mass of the yy (left plot)
and the 4-lepton (right plot) systems
observed by the two experiments, CMS and
ATLAS

which can give similar features.
To distinguish signal from
background one needs to collect
a large number of such events
and examine the probability of
background Standard Model
processes to reproduce the
features observed in the data.

One key feature will be that a
new particle state will have a
unique mass. If one sees that
reconstructed mass of the (yy)
systems and 4-lepton system
shows excess of events at the same
mass window, this will be a clear
evidence of anew object and in this
case a new boson. Figure 6 shows
examples of such comparisons
from the two LHC experiments.
Both the experiments have
observed excess of events in yy
and 4-lepton systems at the same
mass window (125-126 GeV).
ATLAS and CMS examined 3 other
decay modes of Higgs boson: H—
WW®O, H —» 1t, H — bb-bar.
Combining the results from all
these channels, ATLAS and CMS
conclude that fluctuation of the
Standard Model background can
explain the excess at 125-126 GeV
with a probability of 1.7x10 and
3.0x107 respectively.

So the two experiments find a
very strong evidence of a new
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narrow boson of mass around
125-126 GeV. The search criteria
of this object are motivated by
Higgs boson within the Standard
Model. This feat is achieved by
international collaboration of
thousands of people working over
two decades. The Indian groups
have been a part of this from very
early days.

If this newly observed boson
is indeed the Higgs boson, the
mechanism of mass generation is
established. If there had been no
mechanism for mass generation,
the particles produced in the big
bang would have never nucleated
to make hadrons, nucleus, atoms,
molecules, solar system, galaxy —
the universe we know today. So
the discovery not only solves a
problem in particle physics, it also
explains one of the most important
puzzles of cosmology. The process
of experimentation has opened up
new technologies by pushing them
to the limits: vacuum technology,
cryogenics, superconducting
magnets, computing, as well as
software tools. Some of these new
developments finds application
in medical physics, notably in
diagnostic equipments as well as
cancer therapy.

Alumnus (Physics/1968-71)

The Code of Life:
Origin and Evolution

SUPRATIM SENGUPTA

Introduction

which appear most familiar

to us are also most difficult to
define precisely. That life is one
such concept was appreciated
by the NASA scientists when
they decided to come up with
a definition of life. NASA was
planning to send probes to other
planets and satellites to look for,
among other things, signatures of
extraterrestrial life, if any. It was,
therefore, essential that they knew
what they were looking for.

It is often true that concepts

This task of accurately defining life
turned out to be a vexing problem
for biologists, but after much
deliberation, a definition proposed
by Gerald Joyce of the Scripps
Research Institute in California
was accepted. According to
that definition "Life is a self-
sustained chemical system
capable of undergoing
Darwinian evolution."

Although the debate on an
appropriate definition of life
continues to rage among
biologists, it 1is nevertheless

possible to identify three key
characteristics of life. These
are: (i) Metabolism — which is a
process by which living organisms
use raw materials from the
environment to produce energy
needed for growth, development
and movement. (ii) Replication —
which is the ability to reproduce
and propagate its own kind.
(iii) Mutations — (mistakes in
copying) which are responsible
for evolution and emergence of
new and sometimes fitter variants
which then compete with existing
members of the population.

Life on earth is much more
constrained compared to
the possibilities that these
characteristics would allow for.
For instance, every living cell
is enclosed within a protective
cell wall. Life on earth is also
carbon-based and uses proteins
to perform crucial tasks essential
for the viability of a living cell.
Proteins are organic compounds
made up of amino acids and a
remarkable characteristic of all

life on earth is that the proteins
they synthesize are made up of
only 20 amino acids.

The information that is required
to produce a functional living
cell is encoded in its genome by
DNA molecules. These are double
stranded polymers made up of
units called nucleotides. There
are four possible bases which
can make up a nucleotide. These
are Adenine(A), Guanine(G),
Thymine(T) and Cytosine(C).
These bases can be considered
to form the alphabet of life
because the genetic information is
encoded in the sequence of bases
that constitute the genome of any
living organism.

How does the information
encoded in these sequence of 4
bases A, G, T, C, get translated
into proteins that are necessary
for sustaining the life of a cell
? This was one of the central
questions of biology in the middle
of the last century. To appreciate
the difficulty of this problem,
imagine trying to make sense of a
story in which there are no spaces
between words in a sentence, and
no punctuation marks. Suppose
this was a sentence from such a
story: “thefatcatatethebigrat”. As
you can see, it would be extremely
difficult to understand the story.
Yet this is a problem that is faced
and resolved by every living cell
when it attempts to synthesize
proteins.

The key to decoding the
information encoded in the
genome was discovered in the early
sixties by groups led by Marshall

The name Genetic Code is somewhat misleading because it is also used in the media and popular literature to
sometimes refer to the genome comprising of the sequence of letters A, G, T, C. A more appropriate name would

have been the “Key to the Genetic Code”.
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Nirenberg, Har Gobind Khorana
and Robert Holley for which
they received the Nobel Prize in
Physiology and Medicine in 1968.
This key is called the Genetic Code
which is a set of rules by which
information encoded in the genes
is translated into proteins.

To understand how the genetic
code is used in synthesizing
proteins, it is helpful to return
to our analogy with language.

3 letters long. Since the genetic
alphabet comprises of the four
letters A, G, C, T, the total number
of triplet words, called codons, that
can be formed out of these four
letters is 64. The standard Genetic
Code (shown below) specifies the
association between each codon
and one of the 20 biologically
encoded amino acids. The amino
acids can be considered to be the
“meaning” of the words (codons)
in the story of life.

|
Life is a self-sustained chemical system capable of

undergoing Darwinian evolution
|

Making sense of a story in which
there are no spaces between words
would become a lot easier if we
knew that the words could only be
three letters long. We could then
make a reading frame that can be
shifted three letters at a time to
help decipher the sentence from
such a story to give “the fat cat ate
the big rat”.

The words in the story of life that
is encoded in our genes are all

Protein synthesis occurs in
two steps which constitute the
so called “central dogma” in
molecular biology. First, the DNA
is converted into another molecule
called RNA (ribonucleic acid) by a
process called transcription and
then the protein is synthesized
from RNA by a process called
translation. The only difference
between DNA and RNA is that the
base Thymine in DNA is replaced
by the base Uracil (U) in RNA.

Third base
U | C | A | G
] Phenyl- UL 1] :I_ . 1] :I_ .
U lalanine U o U Tyrosine U Cysteine
U — Serine U st p U st p
U . op codon op codon
u :I_ Leueine | yy;;_| 1} Stop codon | U Tryptophan
e @ |uul o 3 } Histidine | Y )
u I Leucine u — Proline U Arginine
U U U 1] 3
:‘(é uuG | uuG U :I— Glutamine | | 5
e =
o a
2 uuu . u ) g
E 1] - Isoleucine H . 1] :I_ Asparagine 1] :I_ Serine %
— Threonine
ue- Methionine| _ v :I—L i u :l— Argini
ysine rginine
u start codon | UV - u u
oot uuuT] U Aspartic | |J
U o U ® U acid U o
— Valine — Alanine Glysine
u u U Glutamic | U
uuG_ uuG 1] acid u
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So the four letters of the RNA
alphabet are A, G, C, U.

Consider, for example, a gene
which is made up of the sequence
of bases UGCAAUAUAAAU
UCGGGCACUGA. Such a gene
sequence will be decoded by the
Genetic Code to yield a protein
made up of the following sequence
of amino acids: Methionine.
Glutamine.Tyrosine. Lysine.
Phenylalanine Glycine. Histidine.

The last codon UGA is not
associated with any amino acid but
acts like a period after a sentence
and marks the end of protein
synthesis. It is called a stop codon
and is recognized by a specific type
of protein. There are three such
stop codons (UAA, UAG, UGA)
in the standard Genetic Code.
This code was established nearly
four billion years ago, prior to the
appearance of the Last Universal
Common Ancestor (LUCA) of all
current living organisms.

Origin and Early (Pre-LUCA)
Evolution of the Genetic Code

The Genetic Code exhibits a very
specific pattern of association
between the codons and amino
acids. It is also highly degenerate
in the sense that in all but two
instances (AUG and UGG), more
than one codon is associated with
the same amino acid. This has to
do with the fact that only 20 amino
acids are distributed between the
61 codons (not counting the three
stop codons).

How was the standard Genetic
Code established? @ Why does
it encode only 20 amino acids?
What are the factors determining
the pattern of association between
the codons and the amino acids
that are observed in the standard

Genetic Code? All these questions
are crucial to our understanding
of the origin of life. These are also
difficult questions because very
littleis known about the conditions
in which life first emerged on this
planet. It is also not clear whether
the earliest living organisms
possessed the same biochemical
machinery as current organisms.

There is, in fact, some evidence
to suggest the existence of an
RNA world that predated the
DNA-protein-based makeup of
all current life forms. According
to the RNA world hypothesis, the
earliest living organisms were
made up of RNA molecules only
and they existed during a period
that predated the development
of the biochemical machinery
that is required to synthesize
proteins. The establishment of
the standard Genetic Code then
marked the transition from the
RNA world to the world of DNA
and proteins. Support for this
hypothesis stems from the fact
that the RNA molecules have been
found to perform many of the
same functions that proteins can
carry out, albeit less efficiently.

Soon after the Genetic Code
was first discovered in the early
sixties, Francis Crick, who, along
with James Watson, discovered
the double helix structure of
the DNA, hypothesized that
the Genetic Code was a “frozen
accident”. He argued that the
pattern of distribution of amino
acids among the 64 codons arose
by accident and it froze because
the cost associated with changing
the code would be very high.
Changing the code amounts to
changing the association between
a codon and an amino acid which
is akin to changing the meaning
(amino acid) of a word (codon)

in our language analogy. This
would have a harmful effect on
the functioning of an organism
in which such changes occurred
and make it more likely that
such variants would be selected
out of the population. Crick used
this argument to explain the
observation at that time, that the
same Genetic Code is used by all
living organisms to synthesize
proteins.

| |

since AAU encodes Asparagine
while AAA encodes Lysine and
so on. Such errors can have
potentially harmful effects but the
cost of such an effect is more often
than not minimized because of
the pattern of association between
codons and amino acids in the
standard Genetic Code. In our
analogy with language, changing
the meaning of a word can have a
negative impact on conveying the

|
They found that the Genetic Code appears to be
highly optimized to reduce the effect of errors in gene

sequences

Work by Stephen Freeland and
Laurence Hurst in the late 1990s
and, subsequently, by many other
researchers, suggested that the
structure of the Genetic Code is
no accident. They found that the
Genetic Code appears to be highly
optimized to reduce the effect of
errors in gene sequences. These
errors appear when some letters
in a gene sequence are wrongly
copied during the replication of
the genome prior to a cell division
event. Imagine a segment of a
gene CAAUAUAAAUUCGGGCAC
which is not copied perfectly
during replication as a result of
which a few errors (indicated by
bold lettering) are introduced into
the sequence which now reads
as CAGUAUAAUUUCGGGUAC.
These errors would change the
amino acid sequence that results
from translating this segment
according to the standard Genetic
Code.

In our example, the first error
does not affect anything since
both CAA and CAG encode the
Glutamine amino acid. However,
the second and third errors do
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proper meaning of the story, but
the cost of such changes can be
reduced if the new meaning is not
very different from the original
one. In the case of a standard
Genetic Code, the associations
between the codons and amino
acids have been organized in such
a way as to reduce the cost of
mistakes which produce a codon
having a different amino acid
association relative to the original
one. This is possible because, quite
often, the new amino acid has
physical and chemical properties
that are similar to the original one.
The hypothesis that the standard
Genetic Code evolved through
natural selection to acquire a
structure which reduces the cost
of errors has come to be called the
Physicochemical Hypothesis of
the origin of the Genetic Code.

An alternative hypothesis for the
origin of the standard Genetic
Code was proposed by J. Wong
and championed by di Giulio
and co-workers. According to
this hypothesis, the structure of
the Genetic Code is determined
primarily by the biochemical
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relationships between the
different amino acids.

This “Co-evolution Hypothesis”
exploits the fact that not all of the
20 biologically encoded amino
acids were available at the same
time. In fact, a variety of different
studies have been used to identify
the order in which the 20 amino
acids were synthesized. Five of
the earliest amino acids (Valine,
Alanine, Aspartic acid, Glycine,
Glutamic acid) were synthesized
outside living cells and does not
require the presence of other
amino acids for their synthesis.
Wong argued that a primitive
(pre-LUCA) genetic code encoded
only the earliest amino acids.

Recent (Post-LUCA)
Evolution of the Genetic Code

Over the last 3 decades, many
changes in the genetic code have
been observed in different groups
of organisms. Unlike the early
evolution of the genetic code
in the pre-LUCA phase, these
changes have occurred within the
last four billion years (post-LUCA
phase) since the establishment
of the standard Genetic Code.
These changes amount to the
reassignment of a codon (akin to
changing the meaning of a word
in a story) from one amino acid
to another and result in many
non-standard Genetic  Codes.
For  example, one such

|
The pattern of association between codons and amino
acids observed in the standard Genetic Code is then a
consequence of the manner in which the reorganization
took place as new amino acids were incorporated into

the genetic code

As new amino acids became
available, codons were ceded from
the older (precursor) amino acids
to newer (product) amino acids
which do require the precursors
for their biosynthesis. The pattern
of association between codons
and amino acids observed in
the standard Genetic Code is
then a consequence of the
manner in which the
reorganization took place as new
amino acids were incorporated
into the genetic code.

reassignment that is observed
in the human mitochondrial
genome results in the codon
AUA getting associated with the
amino acid Methionine instead
of Isoleucine as in the standard
Genetic Code.

The appearance of non-standard
genetic codes can be explained in
terms of random changes in the
molecular machinery that is used
to specify associations between
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codons and amino acids. Recent
studies have also succeeded in
identifying  the evolutionary
mechanism responsible for many
of these non-standard genetic
codes. These discoveries have
invalidated the original perception
that the standard Genetic Code is
universal to all living organisms
and indicated that the Genetic
Code is still evolving. Who knows
what new groups of organisms
may evolve as a result of new
changes in the genetic code that
may arise in future?

The evolution of the genetic code
provides a fascinating window
not only into the origin of life
as we know it but also opens up
the possibilities of emergence of
new types of organisms that use
new variants of non-standard
genetic codes. Unprecedented
advances in molecular biology
suggest that the day may not be
far off, when it would be possible
to design new organisms which
utilize radically different genetic
codes. Such codes may even be
characterized by 4-letter words
(codons) instead of the 3-letter
codons characteristic of all
current living organisms.

Such advances would surely mark
the advent of a brave new world
which will bring with it a distinct
set of promises and ethical
dilemmas.

Alumnus (Physics/1989-92)
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Swami Vivekananda
on his 150th birth anniversary

SWAMI TYAGARUPANANDA

he Hindu College of Calcutta
I was established in 1817. It
was the attempt by some
liberal Hindus, led by Ram
Mohun Roy, and some benevolent
Englishmen such as David Hare
who wanted an institution to
initiate the Indians into the liberal
education sweeping through
Europe.

A spate of scientific discoveries
had, in course of time, ushered
in an Industrial Revolution in
the West. Economic prosperity
brought cultural awakening in
its wake. The Renaissance of
the Middle Ages spread its wings
in England and France, the
colonizers of the 19™ century. It
was through such imperialists
that new thoughts penetrated
into their colonies. India was
not found wanting to share these
modern thought currents. The
English education, introduced
assiduously by Lord William
Bentinck, prepared the ground in
Bengal for this revival.

In 1855 the Hindu College was
renamed the Presidency College,
opening its doors thereby to boys
of all religions, castes and creeds.
The institution, which thus had
started its journey for educating
the Hindu gentry, now welcomed
into its fold, students from all

religions, castes and creeds.
Although it was much later, after
a protracted debate, that girls
were admitted to the college,
the Presidency College became
a symbol of the intellectual
aspiration of the Indian population
in general and Bengali population
in particular.

Swami Vivekananda was born in
1863, in the area known as Simla
in North Calcutta. This part of
the city was its central region in
those days; the township had not
extended to its southern fringe in
those times. The Sepoy Mutiny
of 1857 had left its imprints
on the upcoming city and the
administration of the country had
changed hands from the East India
Company to the Queen of England.
The Parliament at London would
thus often debate the steps taken
by their representatives in this
far-off country, the ‘jewel’ in the
British crown.

Swami Vivekananda, or rather,
Narendranth Dutta, as he was
known in his pre-monastic days,
was admitted to this college
in 1880. He was enrolled for
First Arts (comparable to the
Higher Secondary of today)
and his father, himself a lawyer
with sufficient learning and a
broad outlook towards life, must
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have played a significant part in
this decision. The college was
located within walking distance of
Narendranath’s ancestral house
at Simla. It was easy to commute
to the college and yet keep up
the varied activities (study,
singing, boxing, drama) which
the prodigious Narendranath
indulged in. He was a frequent
visitor to the Brahmo Samaj
and was one of the singers at its
various religious congregations.
The Brahmo Samaj, a reformist
religious movement, was then
at its peak and enlisted among
its followers a number of men
of considerable social ranking.
It had, however, broken up
into a number of factions—the
Aadi Brahmo Samaj, the Nava
Bidhan Brahmo Samaj and
the Sadharon Brahmo Samaj.
Narendranath, interestingly, was
close to leaders of all these three
groups. He knew Debendranath
Tagore personally and when
seized by doubt once about the
existence of God, approached him
directly to enquire whether he,
Debendranath, had realized God.
Dipendranath Tagore, an ancestor
of the Tagore family, was a fellow
student and Narendranath would
sometimes visit the Tagore
household to meet his friend. He
was also close to Keshab Chandra
Sen, the leader of the Nava
Bidhan Brahmo Samaj, and had
acted in a drama staged by Keshab
Sen. Finally, Narendranath was a
formal member of the Sadharan
Brahmo Samaj, in whose register
he had put in his signature. The
Brahmo Samaj was then the cradle
of young, intellectual Calcutta
and Narendranath was one of the
finest products of that generation.

In course of time, Narendranath
switched over to the General
Assembly’s  Institution (later
known as the Scottish Church

College). Like Subhas Chandra
Bose later, who enrolled initially
at the Presidency College
and then transferred to this
Christian missionary institution,
Narendranath  completed his
graduation from this new college.
He, in fact, studied both the F.A.
and B.A. courses at this institution,
located almost opposite to his
ancestral home, across the
Hedua Lake. Brojendranath
Seal, a prominent intellectual in
later days, was a fellow-student
of Narendranath at the General
Assembly’s. He recalled in later
life that Narendranath was a good
conversationalist and the centre
of any gathering of friends. There
was an apparent sarcasm in this
young man’s conversation — but
underneath his exterior there
was a sensitive heart, which was
pained at the sufferings of the
world. The Western philosophy
of Mill and Spencer had raked up
agnosticism and atheism in his
heart and he had discussed with
Brojendranath the problem of
human existence. Was there an
all-merciful God to whom men
could look forward to in case of
difficulty? Did God really exists? If
such a merciful being existed, why
is there, then, suffering all round?

These deep philosophical
questions were not only theoretical
incharacter;theywerebased onthe
bedrock of practical experience.
In 1884, Narendranath’s father
died suddenly and the Dutta
family was assailed with a host of
problems. His father’s partner in
the legal profession had siphoned
off money from the law firm; there
was thus a large amount of debt
and a number of mouths to feed in
the family. Additionally, the other
members of the joint family tried
to evict them from the parental
house by moving to the court. In

fact Narendranath, his mother,
and his younger brothers had to
stay for a while at the house of his
grandmother located nearby.

To make matters worse,
Narendranath, the eldest member
in the family, was without a job.
He was working as an apprentice
to a senior lawyer and was due
to appear in Law examinations
soon. A fixed source of income
was an urgent necessity, but this
he, one of the ablest of young
graduates of the city, was unable
to guarantee. Narendranath
moved from door to door but to
his utter amazement—men, who
a few days earlier felt themselves
gratified even to have spoken to
their family—slammed the doors
on his face. There seemed to be no
one to help them in this distress
and a deep frustration started
gnawing in his heart. During this
time, as he woke up from sleep one
day, he heard his mother speak
of the fruitlessness of uttering

they had nurtured in life. But
Narendranath was made of sterner
stuff. One day, as he returned in
vain after a long search for a job,
he laid down on a neighbour’s
terrace, tired and hungry after
the day’s exertions. Exhausted,
he slept deeply — unaware even
of a rain shower that drenched
him. When he woke up, he felt
refreshed; a cloud seemed to
be removed from his mind, he
could reconcile the apparent
contradiction between good and
evil which God had ordained on
earth.

But philosophical convictions
would not be able to feed hungry
stomachs; there was a desperate
need in the Dutta family for
an economic upliftment.
Narendranath now decided to go
to Sri Ramakrishna. The empty
rhetoric of the Brahmo prayers
could not satisfy his longing
for spiritual realization; he had
started visiting Sri Ramakrishna,

|
As he traversed the different native provinces of the
country, witnessing the cultural richness of the vast
Indian landscape, he watched with amazement the
simplicity and religiosity of the poor of the country.

India he saw as a huge nation, deep in slumber
|

God’s name—a reaction to the
helpless situation in which she,
as the mistress of the household,
was placed in. Narendranath now
thought — Did God really exist? If
indeed he did, was he without any
mercy? Why did they, who had
caused no harm to others, suffer
such misery?

Such a crisis in life can throw
ordinary people into the abyss
of despair and nudge them to
compromise with the basic values
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the paramahamsa (a person of
spiritual realization) who stayed
at the Dakshineswar temple
premises on the outskirts of
Calcutta. To the question posed
by Narendranath, “Did God
exist?”, Sri Ramakrishna had
answered, straight as an arrow,
— “Yes, he can be seen. But who
indeed aspires to know Him! Men
shed basketful of tears for wife
and sons, who indeed craves for
realization of God!” Thereafter
Narendranath had tested this
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sadhaka’s convictions and was
finally won over by the purity of
Sri Ramakrishna’s character and
his unalloyed love and sympathy
for all.

Now, in this hour of ecrisis,
Narendranath turned to Sri
Ramakrishna for inspiration
and guidance. He entreated him
to pray to the Divine Mother,

a storm, drifting along without a
clear direction. Sri Ramakrishna
gave him a new direction, the
vision of a personal god who could
be a beacon light in his world of
despair.

This experience would also help
him commiserate in later life
with young men who desperately
seek a means to earn livelihood,

|
Men, Swami Vivekananda declared, are children of
immortality. This must be declared again and again
and such pronouncements would rouse the dormant
potential in humans. Strength would come; glory would
come—from meditation on the powers of the human soul

|

Bhavatarini, the presiding deity
at Dakshineswar, on behalf of
his family. It was a Tuesday,
an auspicious day, and Sri
Ramakrishna asked Narendranath
to go to the temple of Bhavatarini
and pray to her for anything that
he desired. Narendranath went
up to the temple and saw the
resplendent image of the Divine
Mother. Hewas overwhelmed with
emotions and yet could not ask for
any earthly bounties. How could
he ask from the Divine Mother
earthly riches and comforts—he
could only ask her for knowledge
and devotion. Finally, when he
turned to Sri Ramakrishna again,
he received a terse boon from his
guru — ‘Go, you will not suffer for
want of coarse food and clothing’.

This experience was a turning
point in the life of Narendranath
Dutta. The audacious and
courageous man that he was, a
quirk of fate had suddenly made
a mockery of him. The world that
he knew had suddenly turned
topsy-turvy — he felt like a leaf in

planks to float in the ocean of
life. This empathy with the
downtrodden and miserable was
strengthened during his itinerant
days, after the demise of his guru
Sri Ramakrishna. As he traversed
the different native provinces
of the country, witnessing the
cultural richness of the wvast
Indian landscape, he watched
with amazement the simplicity
and religiosity of the poor of the
country. India he saw as a huge
nation, deep in slumber. Like the
giant Kumbhakarna of the epic
Ramayana, the nation would rise
to glory and power after a deep
sleep of a few centuries. Ages of
foreign rule had robbed the vigour
and valour of the nation. There
was now a need for a clarion
call—of a Pied Piper who would
lead the youth of the country to
rejuvenation. It was then that he
finally decided to represent the
Hindu religion at the Parliament
of Religions at Chicago. The huge
‘parliament’ in America, he felt in
his heart of hearts, was meant to
herald to the world the glory of the
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Indian nation.

He had no formal invitation to
the Parliament. It was the raw
enthusiasm of a group of young
men of Madras which finally
pushed him to the hitherto
unknown land — America. He
went over as a messiah to this land
whose civilization was new and yet
which was willing to listen to the
richness of an ancient civilization.
To this land, which would rise to
still greater power in the years to
come, did he deliver his message
of strength — “Come up, O lions,
and shake off the delusion that
you are sheep!” It was a message
which  shook the religious
convictions of America, nurtured
in the Christian conviction that
men are born sinners. Men,
Swami Vivekananda declared,
are children of immortality. This
must be declared again and again
and such pronouncements would
rouse the dormant potential
in humans. Strength would
come; glory would come—from
meditation on the powers of
the human soul. Swamiji did
not confine his teachings to
the Parliament of Religions at
Chicago, but broadcast this over
the length and breadth of his own
country on his return from the
West.

On his 150" birth anniversary,
the nation is ready to pay homage
to this patriot-monk - Swami
Vivekananda. @ We, who have
been born in the same part of the
country as he had, owe it to him
to carry his message forward and
sacrifice ourselves to the welfare
of the virat, the god in all, of the
country.

Alumnus (Economics/1979-82)
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PHOTO GALLERY
195TH FOUNDER'S DAY, 20TH JANUARY, 2012

¢ T
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PHOTO GALLERY
ANNUAL CULTURAL FUNCTION, 7t JULY, 2012

prganiscd by
COLLEGE ALU ‘H'\I ASSOCILA

Al

FION CALCUT I

Anrnual F5 :.r!’?‘;.fuf'}’ Y Pl IOTE

af tht Sesquicentenary

Celebration o
Swami Vivekand inda

Birth Anniversary ( of
7 July, 2012 COLLE l:,,.

mrganiscd by
2 ALUMNE ASSOL IATION

H‘&i{}‘}”@.,\ L \H|\\l IMW "’” h}, uh
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PHOTO GALLERY PHOTO GALLERY
BIJAYA SAMMILANI, 24T NOVEMBER, 2012 UDAYAN MEMORIAL DEBATE, 2157 DECEMBER, 2012
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TEA

Assam

Marayanpur Tea Estale
Shyamguri Tea Estote
Bhuyonkhat Tea Estate
Monmaohinipur Tea Estote
Kendugun Teo Estate
Dhullie Tea Estate

Urrunobund Tea Estate

West Bengal
Matelli Tea Estate

Fulbar Tec Estate

Tripura
Manuvalley Tea Estate

Golokpur Tea Esfate

TEA BROKING
Associoted Brokers Pvt Lid, Kolkota

TOWNSHIP

Uttarayan, Siliguri

HOME FURNISHINGS -

Obeetee Pt Ltd, Mirzapur / New York ' '
Lo

www luxmigroup.in

Regd OHfico:; Kishore Bhowan, 17 B M Mukherjee Rood,

Ikota 700 001 31 Bengal. Indi
Tel. +91-33-2248 F091/4437. Fox: +91-3

Leading Manufacturer of Railway Track Materials
Structural Items & Ferro Alloys

/ )..-'_":T-"o.- gl
4 .

Manufacturer and Exporter of: & Railway track materials: SGCI castings, Elastic Rail Clips and Grooved Rubber Sale Plate,
Metal Liner, Fish Plates » Rolled products : angles, channels, joist, rounds, sguares «Steel ingots / billets and « Ferro Alloys

Works : = Raturia, Angadpur, Durgapur, West Bengal ® Tamulikuchi,13th Mile, Nongpoh, Bymihat, Ribhol, Meghalaya
Ghutghoria,Barjora Mallara Road, P.5.- Barjora, Dist-Bankura, West Bengal

SURYA ALLOY INDUSTRIES LIMITED

REGD, OFFICE :1/1 Camac Street, 3rd Floor, Holkata— 700 016, Phone: 2229 BET7/ BE28 / 5876
Fax: 2229 7223 e-mail ; bhaskangealvanLnetin
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TECHNOLOGY

INNOVATION

Partnering
India's Infrastructure
Build
Since 1944...

TIL is one of the leading providers
of a wide range of equipment that
represents the finest in global
technology; providing unmatched
product support and solutions that

are customer driven.

AUTUMN ANNUAL

www. tilindia.in
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€]:{e)"\"
% YOUR
p.a. | SAVl NGS
v ALL SAVINGS ACCOUNTS IS : TE R

Enjoy Tax-free interest income of up to < 10,000
on your Savings Account’

YES // BANK
"V

For maore iInfarmation;

Cube Fintex Private Limited

5B, Cresent Tower
229, AJC Bose Road, Kolkata- 700 020

SMS “SEVEN <SPACE> <CITY>" to +9| 9223390909
Call us on YES TOUCH Toll Free Number: 1800 2000 « Log on to our website: www.yesbanlcin
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With best compliments from:

DOUBLE DIAMOND
Strong Tea

DUNCANS TEA LTD.
‘DUNCAN HOUSE’
31, NETAJI SUBHAS ROAD, KOLKATA - 700 001

Tel Nos. 2242 1605 / 1608 / 1617, Fax No. 2231 1691

Commitment to excellence
Brick by Brick. Project after Project. Landmarks after Landmarks,
Bluechip inexorable march towards value filled commitment goes on.
Our landbank are ever growing. We have forayed into neighboring
States and greater Bengal with value-laden concepts, customer
friendly service and timely deliveries. Bluechip Projects - committed to

excellence in Real Estates in the East.
Bluechip - when the topline is the bottom-line.

Our Project Commitments

Crescent Towers

The Esplanada Mall
A | C Bose Raad

LEGEFTTET]

Wi Mitwik D with Stewe M Ritwl Dt anvd Kol M Ribwrk D wiith It Ptk IDhas Fellcitating Mr Ritwik Das with East
Waugh at Powerpliy Mallick with Exst Bengal CHyrmpic Gold Madal Farme Indlan Tearm Bengal team coach Trever
Juniar team players at wanner Avnab Bindra Cricketer Dilip Vengsarkar lames Morgan at Loseto
Alipur Bodhygiaird Lires on in fnnasal Avsard Funciian College’s Centenary
the special screening of of Calutta Sparts Celebration “Walkathon™
bengali mavie Josmarnaliss Chty

Bluechip Projects Pvt. Ltd.
19 A. N. Mukherjee Road, 15t Floor, Kolkata 700 001, Ph : 491 33 40053921

www. bluechipprojects.in
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Nemichand Bamal}w& Sons
Jewellers

Mai room : 16A, Shakespeare Sarani, Kolkata - 700 071, Ph : 2282 3386
§ : 190A, Manicktalla Main Road, Kolkata - 700 054, Ph : 2364 8085/86

Pioneers in India in retail business for 22/22K Gold Jewellery
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SIDDHA

RECREATING REALITY

(=]
F[J.ﬂmu.“ LOTETY ili
JEweegy  GAD mw

BENGAL JEWELLERY v:..

Gariahat : Opp. Pantaloons, Ph, 2460 3002 / 3456 :’,;"'Pﬂr
Kankurgachi 1 Beside Pantaloons, Ph, 2364 0552 | 54 J,wﬁ[
City Centre 2 : Shop Mo. A 108, Rajarhat, Ph. 2526 6117 / 8089 ery

Girish Park 1 Ph. 2241 3377 | 2219 3732

SPECMLF"‘TIN OLD JEWELLERY REPAIRING o window: mu'x\'.bengaljeweII{I.*r',r.f:.urn

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM

METRO DAIRY LIMITED

The Ultimate in Catering

MOLKATA, : 9E Rupchand Mukherjee Lane, Kolkata - 700 025, Ph : (033) 2455 5541 / 3022 | 2360, Fax : (033) 2455 2766
NEW DELHI : C/195, Greater Kailazh, Part - 1, New Delhi - 110 048 P : (011) 2923 7371 | 26881855

MUMBAI : ® Hakone Game Park, Behind Powai Plaza, Powal, Hiranandani Garden
Mumbal - 400 077, Ph : (022) B52BG6604 /057 06 / 07

@ Shop No. 1 & 2, Andheri Tirupati CHS Ltd. J. P. Road, Seven Bungalow,
Andhari (W) Mumbai - 400061, Ph. : 07498515368 / 09321408265

For details visit our Website :
E-miail : info@bijoligrill.com @ Website : www.bijoligrill.com
KOLKATA DELHI MUMBAI
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y College diarg&lbjs 59 and

containing the names of many eminent Bengalis of the past e.g.,
B ankimchandra Chatterji, Sanjibchandra Chatterji

HemchandraBanerji, Chandramadhab Ghose , Ramesh-
chandraMitra,DwijendranathThakur,Satyendranath Thakur, ke,

Old Attendance Resgister of Presidenc
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%IF@ REFRACTORIES LIMITED

T —— Head & Corporate Office :
3, NETAJI SUBHAS ROAD, KOLKATA - 700 001, INDIA
PHOME : +91 33 401056100, FAX : +91 33 22430884
E-mail : ifgl@bajoria.in
Websites - www bojorio.in, www.ifglref.com

. With best compliments from ﬁ'

ICONCASTL.y o &

21, Hemant Basu Sarani, Centre Point, 1st Floor, Kolkata - 700 001
P +91 33 4023 2323, F +91 33 4023 2323, W www.concastgroup.com

-‘—‘—"—fﬁ.ﬂl I P i [ ﬁ_rm‘—'—‘—‘—f—‘—‘.

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM

— __,___---——__'_"_u._- | u____‘__-‘_‘- """"----.
(. SIDDHARTHA )
B < el S 1L m—— DL

Sundan S|Ik30

F F E R E N

SUNDARI SILKS :
NEW NO. 38, (OLD NO. 145), NORTH USMAN ROAD, T. NAGAR Sl ddh'%lrthﬂ TllhES Ltl:l
CHENNAI 600017, PHONE: 044-28143093 IDA Building (3rd Floor), 15-16, Jawahar Marg,

IMDORE-452 007 <% 3912030 Fax : (DT31) 31912040
o-mail : siddharthatubes@aancharnet.in
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WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM FOR |NTER|ORS
THAT EVOKE ADMIRATION

For over two decades, Centuryply has been effortlessly redefining interiors into designer spaces with
the maost stunning range of products that reflect the very best of style, innovation and functionality.

MBG Commodities Private Ltd

(AN ISO 9001:2008 COMPANY ) CENTURYLAMINATES
Style that stands out!

. Trendsetting interiors with
the widest range of
laminates having myriad

ACTIVITIES: OFFICES AT: textures, stunning patterns
Coal Importers India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, USA & UAE and exquisite designs. ..
Mining ADMN & CORP. OFFICE: o6
Coal Washeries 4™ Floor Maruthi Complex, Rajbhavan Road, Somajiguda .‘ '
Real Estates & Property Developers Hyderabad 500082, India il Also available:
Phone: +91 40 40360101 | 2340 5967 | 23408908 | 23403945 ) -
Shares &.Stock Brokers Fax: +91 40 23408849 | 23410090 EEN'I'“ RYP I-Y CENTURYMDF
Information Technology Email: mail@mbgcommodities.com CENTURYPRELAM
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BRING HOME
THE TRADITION

DF BENGAL

MEERA BASU

AF T OF MEERS Arranpus Py, Lo

A HOUSE OF EXCLUSIVE TRADITIOMAL SAREES
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