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About Ourselves

ANURADHA LOHIA

Vice-Chancellor, Presidency University

rom the inception of Hindoo

College in 1817to Presidency

College to finally Presidency
University 2010 describes the
journey of its alumni. From the
first students who were looking
for a modern education to the
present ones who aspire to lead
in the future, our founding motto
of excellence stays unchanged.
In 2015, just 2 years short of a
bicentinnial, this is a phenomenal
achievement since the motto
has always been carried out. The
institution has gone through its
highs and lows — just like any long
living organization. Remarkably,
the low periods have always been
overcome and Presidency will
continue to shine.

I have been priviledged to get a
second opportunity to re-enter

the portals of my beloved alma
mater. First, as a student, my alma
mater taught me how to survive
and undertake life’s journey with
dreams and dedication. Now
my alma mater has ensured that
I return to Presidency what I
received in 1972-1975. Indeed all
those of us who have had such
an opportunity are blessed and
truly lucky. I will endeavor to take
Presidency to greater heights
of academic engagement so that
we are at par with the best in
the world.

I have been priviledged to
have Malabika Sarkar as my
predecessor who set down the
foundations of transforming
Presidency College to Presidency
University. She has made it
possible for me to hit the ground
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running and expect to fly to great
heights of knowledge and learning
with young Presidencians. Thank
you Malabika di!

I have been priviledged to be
part of the Alumni Association
of Presidency College in Kolkata
who care for this University
as their own family. Alumni of
Presidency, Friends of Presidency
and Admirers of Presidency
always come forward to support,
help and take this institution
forward in every possible request.
When I first took charge as Vice
Chancellor, some alumni possibly
had doubts but I can assure all of
you that I will give my best and
work hard to ensure that this
wonderful heritage will never
diminish in its glory.

I am priviledged today that I am
invited to share my thoughts
for the Autumn Annual of the
Alumni Association. I thank you
for this singular honour. I wish
the alumni association the very
best in their efforts to hold each
of us together and to support
Presidency University.

Alumnus (Physiology/1972-75)
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Swami Vivekananda

BIKAS C SANYAL

orn on 12 January, 1863,

Swami Vivekananda, was

admitted to Presidency
College in 1879 where he studied
for a year. Narendranath Datta,
as he was called then, was a
voracious reader of history and
philosophy with a curious and
brilliant mind and an exceptional
memory. He studied the works
of John Stuart Mill, Auguste
Comte, Herbert Spencer and
G.W.F. Hegel to understand
the complexities of faith and
spirituality. The superstitions and
customs of the society practised
in the name of religion bothered
him. He was going through a
personal spiritual crisis. After he
met Sri Ramakrishna in the Kali
temple of Dakshineswar he found
answers to a lot of his questions
from this humble, almost illiterate
priest, which allowed him to
make a synthesis of the Western
and Eastern philosophies. He
interpreted the Hindu scriptures,
philosophy and the way of life to
the Western people. He made
them realize that in spite of
poverty and backwardness, India
had a great contribution to make
to world culture. He started this

exposure from his remarkable
speech of 11 September 1893 in
the Parliament of Religions held
at Chicago.

Another alumnus, freedom fighter
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
summarized the achievements of
his life as follows:

“Swamiji harmonized the East and
the West, religion and science,
and past and present. And that is
why he is great. Our countrymen
have gained unprecedented self-
respect, self-reliance and self-
assertion from his teachings."

He built a virtual bridge between
the Eastern and Western cultures.
He played a key role in ending
India's cultural isolation from the
rest of the world.

He established the Ramakrishna
Math and Mission in Belur to
spread his ideas on various
aspects of our life in both
spiritual and secular spheres.
In 2010, this organization had
172 centers including 42 in 19
countries outside India. There
are 1506 educational institutions
of various types with more than
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four hundred thousand students.
I shall discuss below some issues
which have relevance for us today.

Vivekananda and Religious
Universality

The advocacy of Vedantic
Hinduism by Swami Vivekananda
with the proclamation that, “every
religion is only evolving a God out
of a material man; and the same
God is the inspirer of all of them.
Contradictions among religions
were only apparent and came
from the same truth adapting
itself to different circumstances of
different natures”.

He continues: “Religion is not
in doctrines or dogmas, nor in
intellectual augmentation. It
is in being and becoming. It is
realisation.” It is “the innermost
core of education”. It is “the
manifestation of divinity alreadyin
man”, said the Swami. This is why
he proclaimed in the Parliament
of Religions, in Chicago in 1893:

“Sectarianism, bigotry and its
horrible descendant, fanaticism,
have long possessed this beautiful
earth. They have filled the earth
with violence... But their time has
come and I fervently hope that the
bell that has tolled this morning in
honour of this convention may be
the death knell of all fanaticism, of
all persecutions”.

Alas, the earth is even more filled
with violence and fanaticism today
as it was then! His proclamation,
although highly appreciated and
applauded, fell flat in practice.
He found education to be an
important instrument for the
achievement of his dream.



Vivekananda’s  Definition
of Education: Continuum of
Spirituality and Secularism

Swamiji defined education as
“the manifestation of perfection
already in man”. “What a man
‘learns’is really what he ‘discovers’
by taking the cover off his own
soul which is a mine of infinite
knowledge™. Indeed, the origin of
this idea lies in the philosophy of
Vedanta. Knowledge is inherent
in a human being, like a spark
in a piece of flint, and all that is
needed is the strike of suggestion
to bring it out.

In the context of the vast
experience of Indian civilization,
perfection may be interpreted at
two levels. At the metaphysical
level, perfection means the
realization of the soul’s own
ever-perfect nature. At the
empirical level, according to
Vivekananda himself, perfection
means achieving the stage
where “one stands on one's own
legs” well equipped to win the
struggle for life with a “spirit of
philanthropy”.

It is wunderstood from the
above that in the spiritual
sense, education is the process
of discovering the capacity,
propensity and capability of a
human being to realize her/his
own soul’s ever perfect nature.
In the secular sense, education
is the process of bringing out
the capacity, propensity and the

capability of self-development
and self-empowerment in a
human being, in order for him
to be self-reliant, equipped with
a spirit of philanthropy. One
may note here the continuity
of secular and spiritual values
in Vivekananda’s definition of
education.? He also wanted our
education system to impart moral
and ethical values. Religion
should be a part of that education
whose content and method
will emphasize on universality
of religion as explained above.
Religion is to be taught as the
science of spirituality. Education
should instill values like : “to help
and not to fight”, “to assimilate
and not to destroy”, “to inculcate
harmony and peace and not
dissension” and “to assimilate
the spirit of the others and yet
preserve one’s individuality so
as to grow according to one’s
own law of growth”. In his
definition of education one can
observe the influence of Jean
Jacques Rousseau, Johann
Pestalozzi and Herbert Spencer,
his predecessors on educational
thoughts.
Vivekananda: a  Social
Reformer

Observing the state of women’s
education Swamiji lamented
that the country of Vedanta
where one and the same ‘self
is present in all beings could
experience so much difference
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“Swamiji defined
education as “the
manifestation of
perfection already
in man”

between men and women. He
quoted Manu who proclaimed that
daughters should be supported
and educated with as much care
and attention as sons. He also
observed that nations could attain
greatness by paying proper respect
to women.

“I have it in my mind to train
brahmacharinis, ...who will
eventually carry the light of
education among the masses,
from village to village, throughout
the country,.. among women.
But the whole work must be
done in the style of our own
country. We must see to their
growing up as ideal matrons of
home in time. The children of
such mothers will make further
progress in the virtues that
distinguish the mothers.”

In respect of the content of

1 Swami Vivekananda: Complete Works, Vol. IV, p. 358 Advaita Ashram, Calcutta 1989

Swami Vivekananda: Complete Works, ibid, Vol. VII, pp 147-148

Bikas C Sanyal (2013) Revisiting Educational Thoughts of Vivekananda and the Role of UNESCO in Swami Vivekananda New
Perspectives ,Ramakrishna Mission Institute of Culture, Golpark, Kolkata (453-486)

4 Swami Vivekananda , ibid, Vol. VI p.489.

15



PRESIDENCY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

“He suggested

steel technology had
two components —
one is steel science
and the other is
manufacturing
technology. ”

their education he emphasized
on the combination of spiritual
and secular aspects, including
‘life skills’.

Theestablishment of Ramakrishna
Sarada Mission is a step toward
the realization of his thoughts on
women’s education.

His reformist idea emphasized
equally on the downtrodden
masses. Vivekananda stood apart
from all reformers of that era
by emphasizing that all human
beings are potentially divine.
Serving the poor, the masses, and
the underprivileged one would
serve God, he asserted.5

“My heart aches to think of the
condition of the poor and the
low in India,” Vivekananda
lamented. “No amount of politics

would be any avail until the
masses in India are once more
well educated, well fed and well
cared for”, he warned. “A nation
is advanced in proportion as
education and intelligence spread
among the masses”. He also
prescribed some means how to
achieve education of the masses,
the poor. First, “Give them ideas”
he said, “that is the only help they
require, and then the rest must
follow in effect”. Second, “the
ideas must be taught in the
language of the people”, he
advised. Third, he prescribed the
instilling of a culture of learning
among them to sustain the
education they receive. Fourth,
he advised the need for training
in living skills, trade, commerce,
agriculture, etc. among the
masses. Fifth, he warned that
mere provision of education is
not enough; a poor boy would
rather help his parents to earn a
living than study. He suggested
that self-sacrificing sannyasins
be organised as teachers of
secular subjects in addition to
religion and that they spread
that education from door to door.
His appeal went further:

“Let these people be your God-
- think of them, work for them,
pray for them incessantly--
the Lord will show you the way™.

Vivekananda’s Idea on the
Interface between Science
and Religion.

While Swamiji’s social and
spiritual contribution is well
known, very little is known about
his scientific philosophy. This
was revealed in a conversation
he had with philanthropic
industrialist Jamshedtji Tata in
1893 during his trip to Chicago.
Former President Dr. APJ
Kalam described the conversation
in his address at the Youth
Convention and inauguration
of the Vivekananda Institute of
Value Education and Culture at
Porbandar, Gujarat on January
12, 2006 as follows:”

“Swamiji asked Jamshedji for
what mission he was traveling.
Jamshedji said that he wanted
to bring steel industry to India.
Swami Vivekanda blessed him.
He suggested steel technology
had two components — one is
steel science and the other is
manufacturing technology. He
felt Jamshedji could bring in
material technology but would
have to build material science
within the country. Jamshed;ji
thought and thought and
made a decision..... Jamshedji
crossed Atlantic Ocean, talked
to Americans and brought
manufacturing technology
for steel. And Tata Steel was
established in Jamshedpur”.

Jamshedji did not forget the
advice of the Swami. Five years
later on 23 November 1898 he
wrote a letter to Vivekananda

5 Tapan Raychaudhuri (2013) Iconoclast Swami in Frontline, Volume 30, Number 2, February 8, 2013

6 Swami Vivekananda: Education(1998) Ramakrishna Math, Madras, pp 59-69.

Dr A.P.J. Kalam (2006) Address at the Youth Convention and inauguration of the Vivekananda Institute of Value Education and
Culture at Porbandar, Gujarat on January 12, 2006

8 Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda University (2010) University Yearbook (Academic Audit Report( 2005-2010)
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requesting him to initiate, and
the President quoted the entire
letter as follows:

“Vivekananda could foresee what
we are experiencing today as he
said, ‘Science and religion will
meet and shake hands. Poetry and
philosophy will become friends.
This will be the religion of the
future, and if we can work it out,
we may be sure that it will be
for all times and peoples’.”® One
could distinguish between the
science of secularism and the
science of spirituality which
he would call ‘religion’ in his
educational thoughts.

To realize this dream, just two
days before his death, he confided
to Josephine Macleod, one of his
disciples, “The spiritual impact
that has come to Belur will last
fifteen hundred years, and it shall
be a great University. Do not think
I imagine it; I see it.”

Today that University is a reality.
Science and spirituality are on
their way to be integrated in this
university, we hope. Indeed to
realize the vision of Swamiji, the
authorities have built the School
of Mathematical Sciences and
the School of Indian Heritage
side by side to facilitate the
integration. A monastic member
of the Order from the School

of Mathematical Sciences has
received the “Best Scientist
Bhatnagar Award in 2011”.

Vivekananda on Human
Rights and Social Justice

The impact of Swami Vivekananda
on the political process and
the ideology of the country has
been profound; some of the
definitive socio-political cases
of the Supreme Court of India
quote Swami Vivekananda quite
profusely.

In 1981, the Court wused
Vivekananda to interpret the
Right to Equality and reservation
for the Scheduled Castes in Akhil
Bharatiya Soshit Karamchari
Sangh (Rly.) v. Union of India®,
by Justice Krishna Iyer as well
as to justify the reservation
policy of Other Backward Castes
(OBCs) in the most famous Indra
Sawhney v. Union of India in 1992
(also known as the Reservation
Case). In 2005, the Court used
it for the purpose of interpreting
what Education is under the Right
to Education in P.A. Inamdar v.
State of Maharashtra'.

In 1995, the Court also delved into
Swami Vivekananda’s philosophy
in great detail and depth to
interpret the question of Article
30, i.e. the ambit of a minority
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“The impact of
Swami Vivekananda
on the political
process and the
ideology of the
country has been
profound;”

religion and therefore who is
entitled to get protection of Article
30 as a religious minority under
the Constitution in Brahmachari
Siddheshwar Sai v. State of
West Bengal?. The Supreme
Court, in fact, relied in 1996 on
Swami Vivekananda to define
‘religion’ in Narayan Dikshitulu
v. State of A.P. In the year 2000
the Court used his philosophy to
enunciate the need of the Courts to
be sensitive to injustice in Balbir
Kaur v. the Steel Authority of
India4. The duties of those
in government in Schedule
Castes and Scheduled Tribes
Officers Welfare Council v.
State of U.P® also, in 1997,
were explicated with reference
to Swamiji’s teachings.

9 ibid

10 1992 Supp (3) SCC 217 para 14, 17
11 2005 (6) SCC 537; para 88

12 1995 (4) SCC 646

13 1996 9 SCC 548,

14 2000 (6) SCC 493; para 8

15 1997 (1) SCC 701; paras 14 -18.
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A quote from Vivekananda was
also the first line used in 1994 in
the famous judgment of Justice
Verma in Ismael Faruqui v.
Union of India*® (also known
as the Babri Masjid Judgement).
In 1978, the Court has relied
on him in the famous
Maneka Gandhi v. Union of
India” to establish the Right
of Freedom of Movement
being an integral part of the
Right to Life, and in 1976 his
message was used to interpret
freedom of expression in State
of U.P. v. Lalai Singh Yadav'®.

The  presence of  Swami
Vivekananda in the interpretation
of the Constitution is surprisingly
large for a person who died in
the year 1902, nearly 45 years
before India achieved its
independence, and nearly 48
years before the Constitution was
brought into effect.

Concluding Remarks

Swamiji’s vision was exemplary.
The former Director General of
UNESCO in his inaugural speech
of the exhibition and seminar
in commemoration of the
centenary of Swami Vivekananda’s
appearance at the Parliament
of Religions on 8 October 1993
recognised this by acknowledging
“..first, his commitment towards
universalism and tolerance, his
activeidentification with humanity
as a whole ... second, his concern
for the poor and the destitute,
... third, his preoccupation with
human development and his vision
of education, science and culture
as the essential instruments for
such development.”

The Director General continued,
“The mission he established in
India and which has now spread
all over the world, is working to

reduce poverty and eliminate
discriminationamongthedifferent
segments of society. There is no
more important challenge for us
all than this striving to overcome
these problems at their roots;
and it is one that I believe the
United Nations, working with
all possible NGO partners, must
make its absolute priority in the
years to come.”

In the closing year of the four
year celebration of his 150th birth
anniversary, I pay my homage to
this outstanding alumnus.

Alumnus (Statistics/1953-57)

Vice Chairperson of UNESCO
International Institute for
Capacity Building in Africa and
Honorary Director of the Maison
de L’Inde (India House) of the
Cite International Universitaire
de Paris.

16 1994 (6) SCC 360; para 1.
17 1978 (1) SCC 248; para 72
18 1976 (40 SCC 213; para 16

19 Federico Mayor: speech of the exhibition and seminar in commemoration of the centenary of Swami Vivekananda’s appearance at the
Parliament of Religions, on 8 October, 1993
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London, Tagore &
The Nobel Prize

JAWHAR SIRCAR

n 16 June

Rabindranath

reached London after
sailing for three weeks. He had
utilized the journey to complete
the last lot of his translations and
was relieved that he had finally
made it. His disappointment for
not being permitted to travel in
March of that year, on health
grounds, was thus overcome.

1912,
Tagore

As Edward Thompson reported?,
Tagore had recounted to him
that he had been compelled after
March to rest at picturesque
Silaidaha on the mighty river
Padma, in the present-day
Bangladesh.“I  simply  whiled
away time”, said Tagore,
“translating the Gitanjali songs.
I felt sure my translations were
only schoolboy exercises.”

Many of us know that it is
these “school boy exercises”
in translating his poems from
Bengali to English which would

soon make him the first Asian,
indeed the first ‘coloured man’,
to win the coveted Nobel Prize.
But very few people know that
neither his prize nor the Gitanjali
would have seen the light of
the day, had it not been for the
honesty of the English people
and the efficiency of the London
Tube Rail.

His son, Rathindranath has
written that both his father and
he were so engrossed in their
first experience of travelling by
the ‘underground’ train, from
Charing Cross station, that they
completely forgot to pick up
their attaché case. It contained
a lot of valuable papers which
included the manuscripts of
the English translation of his
poems. These would later be
published as Gitanjali and the
Gardener. It was only the next
day when Rabindranath asked
his son for the manuscripts, that
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they realized that the leather case
was missing!

“With my heart in my mouth”,
wrote Rathindranath, the son,
“I hastened to the Left Luggage
Office. One can imagine my relief,
when at last I discovered the lost
property there”.2

We have other interesting stories
about Tagore, London and the
Nobel Prize. “Thechiefsignificance
of Mr. Tagore’s triumph”, wrote
The Birmingham Post is “that
it marks the culmination of the
development of an offshoot of
English literature.” There were
some murmurs as Thomas Hardy
had not been awarded the Nobel
Prize, and in Germany there was
a lot of disappointment about a
famous German missing the prize.
The Daily News and Leader of 14
November, 1914, felt that Tagore
was an easy and uncontroversial
choice because “the great themes
of the arts are the same for the
Orient as for the Occident™.

While many in England were
surprised at the eloquence,
imagery and aesthetics of
Tagore’s poetry, even after “its
necessary loss in translation”,
some others saw the distinct
stamp of a ‘Christian ethic’ in the
work. In fact, William Canton
had commented that it was
“impossible to accept the poems
as Hindu pure and simple, unless
Indian religion had been grossly

E G S

ibid

Rabindranath Tagore: Poet and Dramatist, OUP 1948,: reprint of 1992, p221
On the Edges of Time, Calcutta, Orient Longmans, 1958, p114
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“very few people
know that neither his
prize nor the Gitanjali
would have seen

the light of the day,
had it not been for
the honesty of the
English people and
the efficiency of the
London Tube Rail”

misrepresented”. For Canton, they
were “essentially Christian in their
feeling”.

Soon the imperial discourse
took over, and The Spectator
of 14 February 1914 stated,
“Unfortunately, Tagore does
not acknowledge his debt to

Christianity” and asserted
“that India has nothing to learn
from Europe on the spiritual
side”. Tagore’s claim that he
was influenced by the ancient
Vedas was condemned as his
“inexclusive ingratitude to his
debt to Western teaching”.

This reached a peak when
Valentine Chirolan, the Calcutta
based correspondent for The
Times, mentioned quite acidly that
it was “Yeats’ magic of translation”
that got Tagore the Nobel Prize.
It is well known that the Brahmo
Samaj, to which Tagore’s family
belonged, had much in common
with  Christian  Unitarianism,
but Tagore strove to rise above
religions though he may not
have succeeded fully. But let us
not dwell on the past and critical
reports. Ram Mohun was, in
fact, ever grateful to Unitarian
Christians and was buried in their
cemetery in Bristol. Tagore and
his family were also favourably
inclined to many of the best

20

Christian ethics that profoundly
shaped their world view, but it
was, perhaps, too myopic to brand
his poetry as one that emanated
from a single religious view.

Tagore has, indeed, acknowledged
more than once the contribution
of England in the shaping of his
world view, and in enriching
his mind. In fact, one of the first
things that Rabindranath did
upon reaching home from
England was to play Scottish
ballad-music in his teenage
composition, Balmiki Pratibha,
adancedrama. Hevisited England
several times and felt perfectly at
home, because intense criticism
was something that the poet had
long learned to live with: both at
home, and overseas.

Alumnus (Political Science/
1969-72)

Chief Executive Officer of
PrasarBharati, Delhi
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Ramendrasundar Trivedi:

DIPIKA MAJUMDAR
ineteenth —  Century
Bengal  produced a

number of great men
and intellectuals, who enriched
different aspects of Bengali
culture. Ramendrasundar Trivedi
was one of them. Throughout
his life, he wrote on varied
subjects like science, philosophy,
religion, education, social and
political problems, history and
culture and even grammar and
linguistics. His writings reveal his
inquisitive nature, rational mind,
scientific  spirit, philosophical
insight, unique literary style and
consciousness of history. Indeed,
he was a multi faceted talent.
The beautiful and varied ideas
which flow through his writings
have significance even today,
but are little known in present-
day India. This is because all his
books and articles were written,
not in English (as in the case of
most of his contemporaries),
but in Bengali. As an illustrious
son of Bengal he felt a genuine
love for the Bengali language
and had an immense respect for

Bengal and fellow Bengalees. So
he chose Bengali as the medium
for all his writings. His patriotic
and nationalistic spirit lies at the
root of his choice of the Bengali
Language, and his aversion to
English, the language of the
foreign rulers. However, he
was proficient in English too.
He refused twice the invitation
of the University of Calcutta to
deliver guest lectures, as on both
occasions, he was requested to
speak in English. Only when
the University relaxed its rules
and invited him for the third
time allowing him to lecture in
Bengali, did he accept the
invitation and came out with
his famous lectures on Jajna,
dwelling on Vedic oblation.

I

Ramendrasundar Trivedi and his
family had Bengali as their mother
tongue, but the family originally
hailed from Madhya Pradesh.
His forefathers were Jijhotiya
Brahmins of Bundelkhand of
Madhya Pradesh, and settled in
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Bengal a few generations ahead
of Trivedi. He was born on 20
August 1864 in the village of
Jemo of Murshidabad. His father
Gobindsunder Trivedi was known
for his literary pursuits, patriotic
and religious nature and love
for Science, Mathematics and
Astronomy. He was engaged in
social welfare activities of the
locality. Ramendrasundar Trivedi
acquired his thirst for knowledge,
interest in  science, pious
character, upright nature and love
for India from his father.

He was admitted to the village
school of Jemo in 1870. From
childhood he showed astonishing
skills in Mathematics. In 1875 he
stood first in the chhatrabritti
examination and received a
Government  Scholarship. In
1876 he was admitted to Kandi
English school, from where
he stood first in the Entrance
Examination in 1881 and received
a Government Scholarship. He
was then admitted to Presidency
College, Calcutta. In 1883, he
stood 1* class second in the First
Arts Examination and in 1886, he
stood first in the university with
Honours in science. He received
Government  Scholarships in
both cases. He appeared for the
M.A. Examination in Physics
and Chemistry in 1887 and stood
first in sciences. He received
a gold medal. Dr. Pedlar, the
then Lecturer in Chemistry at
Presidency  College, inspired
him to go for the Premchand
Roychand Scholarship (PRS).
In 1888 he was awarded PRS
in Physics and Chemistry, then
worth Rs. 8000/-. We learn
from his Atmakatha that his



examiners in PRS commented:
“The candidate who took up
Physics and Chemistry is perhaps
the best student that has yet
taken up these subjects at this
examination.” He then devoted
himselfto scientific experimentsin
the Presidency College laboratory
with the permission of Dr. Pedlar.

He was married to Induprava
Devi at the age of fourteen. They
had two sons and two daughters.
The elder son died one year after
his birth and the younger son
died immediately after birth. His
first daughter lived long, but his
younger daughter died at the age
of twenty six.

II

Ramendrasundar Trivedi received
many tempting job offers from
different places outside Bengal,
but he wanted to stay in Calcutta,
the centre of Bengali culture
and education. He did not
accept employment at Presidency
College, because he apprehended
that he might be transferred
and might have to leave Calcutta.

In 1892 he joined Ripon College of
Calcutta as a Lecturer in Physics
and Chemistry. Immediately
his fame as a lecturer in these
two subjects spread. He won the
hearts of the students. He never
followed the conventional method
of teaching, but followed a special
method of his own. While teaching
Chemistry he did not discuss any
subject at the beginning. First he
used to demonstrate chemical
experiments to students to arouse
their curiosity and develop their
interest. Then he would explain
the experiments. He displayed

extraordinary competence in
teaching difficult topics in Physics
and was unparalleled in teaching
the mathematical aspects of
Physics. He discussed his topics in
class both in English and Bengali,
but was inclined towards teaching
science in Bengali.

He was the principal of Ripon
College in 1903 for six months
and thereafter became the
permanent principal. He served
the college as Principal for
sixteen years from 1903 to 1919.
Even as Principal, he got job
offers on covetable terms, but he
loved his Ripon College so dearly
that he could never think of
leaving the institution.

During his tenure as principal, he
undertook measures to improve
the college. He, together with
Surendra Nath Bandopadhyay,
the chief authority of the
college, formed in 1905 the first
Governing Body of the college,
consisting of noted persons and
some eminent teachers. They
both took the initiative to erect
the building of the college. The
foundation stone was laid in 1910
and the entire college was shifted
to the new building in 1911.
The building had two big
laboratories on both sides of the
college. It was due to his efforts
that intermediate science classes
started there. Trivedi established
in 1914 the teachers’ club in
the college, where the teachers
used to read essays written by
themselves. Trivedi also joined
the club actively. His essays on
Jagat Katha were read here. He
did not keep a separate room for
himself as the Principal, because
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“Ramendrasundar
Trivedi received
many tempting job
offers from different
places outside
Bengal, but he
wanted to stay in
Calcutta, the centre
of Bengali culture
and education”

he loved to sit with his colleagues.
He died as the Principal of his
beloved Ripon College.

III

In the life of Trivedi, Bangiya
Sahitya Parishad had a special
place. It was then an important
institution for the advancement
of Bengali literature and culture.
He became a member on 29
July 1894 and was connected
with its activities throughout
his life. The success of the Parishad
in establishing Bengali language
and literature as a subject of study
in the university owed much to
him. He guided the Parishad to
introduce scientific lectures and
scientific terminology. He used
to come to the Parishad from the
college, even whenill. The Parishad
was part and parcel of his life.
He joined the Parishad in its
childhood and steered it to
maturity. From 1894 to 1919, he
was connected with it as one of
its office bearers — first secretary,
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“He dedicated

his whole life to

the growth and
development of the
Parishad. His love
for Bengali literature
and his patriotic and
nationalistic spirit
were at the root of
his dedication to this
institution”

then member of the Governing
Body, auditor, Editor of Parishad
Patrika, and as Vice-Chairman.

Only six days before his death
he was chosen its Chairman.
He dedicated his whole life to the
growth and development of the
Parishad. His love for Bengali
literature and his patriotic and
nationalistic spirit were at the
root of his dedication to this
institution.

v

Ramendrasundar started his
own literary career by writing
in the Bengali magazines of his
time - Nabgjiban, Bharati,
Sadhana, Prabasi, Sahitya,
Bangadarshan, Manasi, Sahitya
Parishad Patrika, Mukul. Etc...
His first publication was
Mahashakti in Nabajiban (paus,
1291 B.S). He wrote seventeen
books. Some of them were
published during his life-time,

some posthumously. His books on
science are Prakriti and Bichitra
Jagat. In Abhibhasan he urges
his countrymen to write books
on science in Bengali. Mayapuri
and Jijnasa are his books on
philosophy. Aitareya Bhahmin
was his book on Vedic Religion.
In Karunakatha, Bichitra
Prasange (Part 1), Jajna Katha
and Jagat Katha, he looked at
Vedic religion with a scientific
bent of mind. His books on
society, politics and culture are

Nana Katha, Bangalakshmir
Bratakatha, Bichitra Prasanga
(Part II) and  Pundarik-

Kula-Kirti-Panjika. Sabdakatha
is his book on Bengali grammar
and linguistics. He paid tribute to
great men of Bengal and abroad
in his Charit Katha. He wrote his
autobiography in Bangabhasar
Lekhak. In addition to these
books, there are also numerous
articles written by him, which were
published in Bengali magazines of
his time.

Trivedi wrote rarely in English.
We can mention here his English
essay on “A Note on the Traces
of Buddhism found in Pergana
Fatehsing of the District of
Murshidabad” and his written
comments in English on education
before the Sadler Commission,
appointed by the Government of
India to reform Indian education
at that time.

He wrote text books for students
including two in English — Aids
to Natural Philosophy and A
Geographical Reader, and four
in Bengali - Padarthavidya,
Bhugol, Bijnan-path and
Bijnan-Katha.
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Great or small, all who came
in contact with him respected

and adored him. Famous
personalities of his time -
Rashtraguru Surendranath

Banerjee, Haraprasad Shastri, Sir
Ashutosh Mukherjee, Maharaja
Manindranath  Nandy,  Atul
Chandra Gupta, Rabindranath
Tagore etc. paid tribute to him.
Kimura, a Japanese scholar, paid
tribute to Trivedi by translating
his book on the Vedas into
Japanese. Sisir Kumar Maitra
translated his essay Satya into
German and published it in a
German philosophical journal
Archive  fiir  Systematische
Philosophie in 1911 with the title
Die Wahrheit.

His versatility was evidenced by
the high standard of his literary
writing. He had a simple mind
devoid of pride. When he came
to know that one of his essays
had been translated into German,
he replied, ‘I never dreamt
that my essays are worthy of
being translated into a different
language.’ The Pandits of Benaras
offered him the title Vidyasagar,
but he never used it, because he
thought that there was only one
Vidyasagar in Bengal — Iswar
Chandra Vidyasagar

A%

Ramendra Trivedi was a brilliant
scholar in science and a scientist
by profession. As is natural for
a scientist, he tried initially to
explain the mysteries behind
the universe with the help of
science. All his essays on aspects
of science like Physics, Chemistry,
Astronomy and Natural Science



display a strong urge to uncover
the truth behind the universe. But
the more he relied on science, the
more skeptical he grew about its
capacity. He found that science
begins its quest on the basis of
some assumptions, which it takes
for granted. But he refused to
submit to any prior assumptions.
So science could not satisfy
him and this dissatisfaction
with science led him to start his
philosophical journey. Finally,
he found in Indian Vedic
philosophy, all his answers.
He turned to Indian Vedic

philosophy, which he thought
was able to unravel the mysteries
of the universe. While handling
philosophical  questions, he
maintained his scientific attitude.
Scientific methods of judgement
are evident in his philosophical
discussions. By blending science
with philosophy he achieved a
striking novelty that characterizes
all his writings.

Hereceived western education, but
was initiated into Eastern values.
His western education could not
take away the eastern ideals from
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him. So the philosopher- scientist
Ramendrasunder blended the
philosophicaland ancientthoughts
of India with the knowledge of
modern science of the West. He
combined the monotheism of the
Vedas with the materialism of
Science and reached the plane of
total knowledge.

Alumnus (Political Science/
1963-66)

Ex Faculty of Political Science,
Muralidhar Girls’ College,
Kolkata
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i. Hirendra Nath Mukherjee,
"Hermit-Hero from hungry,
Alexander Csoma de Koros,
the great Tibetologist", New
Delhi, 1981
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ii. Edward Fox, "The Hungarian
Who Walked to Heaven",
London 2001

iii. Earnest Hetenyi, "Alexander
Csoma de Koros: The
Hungarian Bodhisatva"

Film:

a. Csoma's Room Project (http://
csomasroom.kibu.hu/en)

b. Zangla - Path of Csoma, a film
by Zoltan Bonta
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Prabas Jivan Choudhury:

AMALENDU CHAKRABORTY

ooking back to my student

life at this Alma Mater

from 1955-59, 1 cannot
but remember P.J.C, my teacher,
who was, undoubtedly, one of
the luminaries of the World of
philosophy.

In the words of Satyendranath
Basu, National Professor of
India, “Dr. Chaudhury had not
only a charming personality,
his deep erudition and vast
scholarship attracted attention
throughout the academic world.”
He was an original thinker
with profound knowledge and
power of expression. He could
lecture for hours together on
any subject - be it Physics,
Keats and Shelley, Kant and
Shankara, Upanishads, Abhinava
Gupta to Anandabardhana, and
Rabindranath Tagore as well. In
the words of Sisir Kumar Ghosh,
Dr. Chaudhury was at heart a poet
—a “Sadhaka.”

The excellence of  Prof.
Choudhury’s versatile scholarship

cannot be described within such
a short space. But let me try to
offer my ‘tarpan’ to his perennial
interest in Science, Philosophy
and Art. Although it will sound
odd to many, Prof. Choudhury
maintains that what India needs
most today is religion. He strongly
believes that an average Indian
believes in God and performs
religious practices in one form or
another. As early as in the sixties
Dr. Choudhury proclaimed: “Only
a religious revolution can save
India from its present state of
internal disunity and weakness
and economic degradation, and
from its squalor and confusion
that even a passing foreign
traveller cannot fail to mark.”

Now, what does Dr. Choudhury
mean by religion? What sort of
religion do we already have in a
large measure and what do we
lack? According to him, religion
has three aspects. First, religion is
an implicit faith in some God who
creates and rules the world and a
feeling of communion and piety
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towards Him, are expressed in
the form of prayers and sacrifices.
Second, God of religion is an
instrument of one’s worldly good
and, so, worshipping Him not out
of pure love and piety, but out of
desire for power and wealth. The
third form of religion, which is
different from the other two forms
— and which India needs most
today, is God. In this religious
sense God is too mysterious
and high above for man’s direct
knowledge and communion.

It is useless for him to beg of
God anything. God has given us
intelligence, freedom and capacity
to work, and it is our duty to
improve our state in the world by
means of these powers. In doing
this duty selflessly, or in the spirit
of service to God, we can have a
sense of communion with Him
or participation in his creative
work. This humanistic religion
of sympathy and service is what
we need more than our esoteric
and ritualistic kinds of religion.
We are undertaking big projects
since our Independence, which
need for their success honest and
hard work and any corruption
will pull down all our cherished’
constructions. What a prophetic
statement made by P.J.C.
about more than fifty years ago,
about the degeneration of the
present society!

Can we overlook today the
weaknesses and dangers in the
way we have built up a new India?
The forces of social disintegration
— the difference between the rich
and the poor, the high and the
low, one linguistic group and
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“Dr. Choudhury
being a Vedantist
at heart speaks a
language of direct
revelation of the
ultimate truth to the
Vedic sages”

another — are there just as there
are corruption, squalor, and filth
in the great cities. We want a
religion that will teach us how
to live nobly and in a corporate
manner. We are used to thinking
in terms of our personal and
communal interest, not in those of
general good. We must face facts
and start thinking constructively
to improve things. We must learn
from our past mistakes in history
and turn over a new leaf.

The idea of this new religion is
that, since the world is a passing
show, we must not be too attached
to it. We must therefore, shed
greed and other narrow passions.
We must have love and sympathy
for the world. The moral of self-
less action must be placed above
esoterism and ritualism. The
ethics of social justice must not be
separated from religion. Religion
must teach us not only how to
face death, but also how to face
life. The great religious teachers
of modern India have been telling
us this, but we have not changed

much. We need a religions
revolution, without which all our
socio-economic efforts will be of
very little value.

Dr. Choudhury being a Vedantist
at heart speaks a language of
direct revelation of the ultimate
truth to the Vedic sages. There
is very little speculation, and
not much of argumentation.
The assured and authoritative
tone of the Upanishads is
derived from the first-hand
experience of the Vedic seers. This
experiential and positivistic basis
of philosophy has an essential
similarity with the modern
method of phenomenological
research introduced by Husserl
in Germany. This meditative
method of philosophy that delves
deep into the consciousness
and exposes its contents layer
by layer till it reaches the bed-
rock, the pure transcendental
consciousness, was developed
by Prof. K.C. Bhattacharjee of
Bengal independently of Husserl
of Germany. But P.J.C. believes
in the spirit of the upanisadic
sages. The Yoga School of
Patanjali treats philosophy as
self-searching and pure
consciousness within as the core

of all things and truths.
But apart from the
phenomenological approach

of Vedanta, there are traces of
speculation and argumentation
in the Upanishads and plenty of
it in the later Vedantic literature
which grew out of the felt need for
establishing the Vedic world-view
on a rational basis. Reason, not
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testimony, was required to prove
the superiority of the Vedantic
position, and this meant that
philosophy would have to be taken
as a speculative venture and the
best philosophical position would
be that which offered the most
plausible hypothesis. This may
be broadly called the scientific
approachin philosophy. As applied
to Vedanta, this is complementary
to the phenomenological, for what
is reached from the outside as the
best possible hypothesis by reason
may very well be verified in direct
experience. This follows from the
two-fold faith thatreason canreach
truth in its own way and this truth
will not be of absolute certitude
unless realised as one’s own
foundational self which cannot
be logically doubted. This very
modest effort at philosophising
on science in a scientific
manner may be called ‘Vedanta
as a scientific philosophy,
and considered as a scientific
reconstruction of Vedanta.

This approach in philosophy can
never speak of unconditional
knowledge and truth. A scientific
philosophy = must  therefore
be deontological and must be
offered as the simplest and most
adequate hypothesis under the
present circumstances. But in
the ultimate analysis this sort of
philosophy has to be advanced
as a simple prescription or
appeal and not as a description
or assertion of any kind. Truth
thus considered is valuation and
subjective. People have different
tastes, temperaments and cultural
traditions, and some may be



repelled by the idea of absolute
quiescence of the spirit, others
may be attracted by the apparently
negative ideal. The philosopher
must bear in mind that much
of what he might be offering as
his conceptual knowledge of the
universe is but his own belief and
evaluation. He is giving himself
out through his work which is
not some impersonal thought.
As such, it has a value and
significance in our culture where
everyone desires to attain some
kind of unified version of the world
we inhabit and life we live, and
likes to know what views others
hold. This inter-communication
among persons on a philosophical
plane helps them to develop their
world views.

According to P.J.C., Philosophy is
no logico-mathematical exercise,
nor legal argumentation; it is
nothing if not born and expressive
of insights; but the insights must
be offered with a sense of their
essential relativity and limitations.
Otherwise, philosophy will read
like prophetic literature and
lose that atmosphere of freedom
and flexibility, of adventure and
openness, and wonder, which
characterises it.

In the world of Dr. Kalidas
Bhattacharjee, the ex-V.C.
of Viswabharati, P.J.C. was
constitutionally, an  original
thinker. Almost every

philosophical problem whether
of the old type metaphysics or of
the extra-modern de-ontology or
of the present-day philosophy of
science or even of literature and

aesthetics — was very seriously
his own and he always threw new
light. Hislove forliterature, artand
aesthetics showed him what was in
his opinion the correct procedure
of metaphysics — a search for total
truth through robust imagination
and spontaneous use of analogies.
He interpreted the philosophy of
Advaita Vedanta. This is also the
way he introduced aesthetics in
the field of philosophy.

The Sanskrit word for literature
is Sahitya, which means co-
ordination, balance, concord and
contact. Following one of these
several meanings, literature is
defined by one school of Indian
poetics as the art where words
and sense meet on equal terms
and enhance one another’s beauty
and worth. They are compared
by Kuntaka (10th century A.D. of
Kashmir) to two close friends, one
having powers and virtues equal to
the other. This manner of looking
at literature and recognising the
value of means, the language,
along with the sense expressed,
may be significant in our times,
when poets and critics, following
Mallarme, want the words of
poetry to be opaque, beauties in
themselves, sound-values that
may be allowed to play upon the
reader’s consciousness. Poetry
must not say anything, show
anything beyond itself. This is an
extreme reaction to emphasis on
the sense of a poem at the cost of
its language.

Now with regard to this sense
of poetry another school of
thinkers, known as that of
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“The Sanskrit word
for literature is
Sahitya,

which means
co-ordination,
balance, concord
and contact”

suggestions (dhwani) headed by
Anandabardhan (of Kashmir, gth
century A.D.) and Abhinavagupta
(Kashmir, 1oth century A.D.)
points out that it is not the literal,
direct, and referential meaning
that poetry properly expresses,
but it is a suggested, indirect,
and emotive meaning. So though
the words of a poem must be
given their due importance,
and the same with regard to the
literal sense they denote, yet
both the words and their direct
meaning form but a medium
for the emotive and indirect
meaning to express itself. In good
poetry this suggested meaning
dominates over the words and
their literal sense. The latter are
compared to a woman’s body
while the former to her grace or
beauty.

There is another sense of the word
Sahitya taken by Abhinavagupta
when he describes poetry as an
overflowing of some emotion
of a poet’s heart into the hearts
of his readers. Thus there is
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“The works of art
spring from the
refinement of the
self and the devotee
of the arts refines
his self by them.”

a communication of feeling
and contact of hearts. One
may compare with this view
Wordsworth’s  description  of
poetry as the “spontaneous
overflow of powerful feelings”.

Abhinavagupta also speaks of the
unison of hearts of the audience
in a play and considers this fact to
be essential for aesthetic delight
which is contemplative and
universal. Here we are reminded
of the poet of modern India,
Rabindranath Tagore, and also
of Tolstoy, who spoke of art as
freeing us from our separation
and isolation from one another.

Poetry has also been defined in
terms of an extraordinary kind
of delightful mental state, called
rasa. (Bharat’s Natyasastra).
This is a state that arises out of the
contemplation of emotion evoked
by a poem through suggestive

means, through the depiction
of appropriate characters and
situations, and through rhetorieal
devices. The emotion is then
objectified and enjoyed as an
ideal content or a generic essence.
Instead of direct description of
emotions to produce its proper
pleasure of rasa, sometimes
suggestion (dhvani) has been
declared to be the soul of poetry.
Abhinavagupta rightly saw that
it was not any and every sort of
suggestion that produces poetry
but only that sort which yields
rasa or the characteristic aesthetic
delight. Again, some aestheticians
held figures of speech to be the
essential mark of poetry, some
more generally, indirectness
of speech, while others hold
appropriatenessintheuse of words
to be the mark. But the theory of
rasa, as developed by A. Gupta out
of the germinal ideas of Bharata
and in the light of the theory of
suggestion first advanced by A.B.,
superseded these earlier notions
of poetry and showed that the
figures and indirection of speech
and appropriateness have for
their end the production of rasa,
which therefore, is the supreme
mark of poetry.”

Prof. P.J.C. has also made an
attempt to compare Indian Art
and Poetry with western scholars
like Aristotle and Kant on the
one hand and Keats, Shelley,
Wordsworth, Tolstoy on the other
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hand. Echoing the message of
Aitareya Upanishad, P.J.C. says.
“The works of art spring from
the refinement of the self and
the devotee of the arts refines
his self by them.” We can speak
of the arts helping one to be
more inward-looking and more
aware of emotions. The arts may
also indirectly teach one to regard
the world dispassionately as a
passing show.

Paying our homage to P.J.C., we
must say that he was an original
thinker. It was evident to everyone
who came in contact with him.
A man of robust optimism and
cheerful all through his life, he
was never less serious about
the basic problems of life and
experience than the most genuine
of the Existentialist Thinkers of
today. It is really tragic to know
that he was seriously concerned
with the problems of Death, God
and Future Life. Barely a fortnight
before his death, he said to
Dr Kalidas Bhattacharya that he
would soon die, though he was
only forty-four and he passed
away on 4 May 1961, just at the
time when he was rushing to the
height of his glory as a modern
Indian philosopher.

Alumnus (Philosophy/1955-59)

Ex-faculty of the Department of
Philosophy, Presidency College
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A. F. Salahuddin Ahmed:

UTTARA CHAKRABORTY
SUBHASRANJAN CHAKRABORTY

“Stop all the clocks...

Let the mourners come...Scribbling on the sky

The message he is dead...”

Stop the Clock, Wystan Hugh Auden

very death diminishes us.

Some deaths empty us

even more and affect us
for we are all ‘hollow men’ in this
disoriented time. The loss and the
void created become unbearable
and irreplaceable.

Salahuddin
Professor

Professor A F

Ahmed (1924-2014),
Emeritus of History, Dhaka
University, National Professor
(Jatiya Adhyapak) of Bangladesh
and distinguished alumnus of
Presidency College passed away
on 19 October 2014 at the age
of ninety. He was a historian,
rationalist and humanist, an
increasingly rare combination
in the sub-continent. As an
obituary notice in a newspaper
in Bangladesh informs us, he
believed that these qualities were
innate in human beings, but were

often submerged under what he
called ‘learned prejudices’.

Professor Ahmed was a scholar
extraordinary, a human being
par excellence and personified
grace and charm. He believed
in  working together with
everybody in confronting such
pressing problems as communal
disharmony, racism and fascist
tendencies. He was not just a
cerebral historian but an activist.

Secularism was the credo of his
life. He observed with increasing
anxiety the worsening racial,
communal prejudices as they
engulfed his own country, the
neighbouring states and the
world in general. In a recent
conversation he wondered if
it was not ironical that even
democratic elections often led
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to reactionary  governments.
He was sad as he witnessed the
rapidly deteriorating situations
all over the world. In all his recent
writings, speeches and discussions
he would plead for all to come
forward to fight fundamentalism.
He viewed with concern the
increasing intrusion of religion
into politics. The professor never
believed in the connotations
‘other’ or ‘different’. A non
believer and a non conformist in
his personal views, he nonetheless
genuinely respected the
humanistic and aesthetic values
of religion and deeply deplored
how the fundamentalists were
deceitfully leaving aside these
essential elements of religion.

Professor Salahuddin Ahmed was
born on 21 September 1924 in
Faridpur of the then undivided
Bengal. He died on 19 October
2014 at his Banani residence
in Dhaka. Salahuddin Ahmed
was born in a family known
for its cultural and educational
ambience. His father Abu Ahmed
FaizalMohi and grandfather
Moulavi Ahmed were both
students of Presidency College
and were civil servants in the
service of the British Indian
Government. His maternal
grandfather Azizul Haq worked
in the Forensic Department and
made significant contributions
towards the specification of
fingerprints.

The greater part of his early life
was spent in Calcutta.
Matriculating from the Taltala
High School, he passed his
Intermediate examination from
Ripon (now  Surendranath)
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“Secularism was

the credo of his life.
He observed with
increasing anxiety
the worsening racial,
communal prejudices
as they engulfed

his own country,

the neighbouring
states and the world
in general.”

College. He  then  joined
Presidency College with honours
in History. He passed BA and
MA from Presidency and Calcutta
University respectively. While in
Presidency, Salahuddin Ahmed
was attracted towards left politics.
As early as these years he was
rapidly becoming disillusioned
with religion and prevalent
religious differences and discords.
To make the point he often
narrated an anecdote about how
he and his two friends who were
Hindu, visited a sweetshop on
Harrison (now Mahatma Gandhi)
Road to find that one of the two (a
Hindu) wearing kurta pajamas
was denied admission as the
owner claimed the sweet shop
was meant only for Hindus. With
a twinkle in his eye, the professor
concluded by saying that ‘T was
not stopped as I wore dhoti and
shirt’.  Salahuddin’s lifelong
battle against meaningless, even
harmful outward appearances

and compulsive religious symbols
that created differences, began
from this time. He finished the
story by saying that the Hindu
friend wearing kurta pajamas
harangued the shop owner and
eventually the latter apologized
and removed the offensive
notice. It was always a great
pleasure to listen to him as he
reminisced about his early life.
Another favourite story of his was
how he and three other friends
went to a famous restaurant and
cast aside all religious taboos
by eating prohibited meat and
drinking a glass of whisky. They
were still in college — a touch of
‘Young Bengal’!

Professor Ahmed was in his
early years influenced by
Marxism and the political ideas
of ManabendraNath Roy. He
became a member of the Radical
Humanist Party. During his stay
in Kolkata he got involved in
various political,particularly trade
union, activities. He associated
himself with the activities of the
workers’ union of the Khidirpur
dockyard and was also involved
with the post and telegraph
workers. During the terrible days
of the riot, he plunged himself
in relief work organized by the
Red Cross.It was during this time
that he came to know Hamida
Khanam, a young lecturer in
philosophy at Lady Brabourne
College, who later became his
wife. Both were shocked by the
violence of the communal riots
and the depravity and brutality
caused by dogmatic religious and
politicized communal differences.
Both were thus committed to a life
long pledge towards secularism
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and humanism. They married in
1948. Since Hamida Khanam had
earlier opted for East Pakistan
Education Services, Salahuddin
Ahmed made his choice to move
over, though both rued intensely
the sudden shrinking of their
own country from the entire
sub-continent to a limited and
bordered geographical existence.

Professor Salahuddin Ahmed
taught at Jagannath College,
Dhaka, Rajshahi  University,
Jahangirnagar University and
Dhaka University. During the war
of liberation of Bangladesh he
was at Rajshahi, helping as best
as he could the freedom fighters.
He lost his close relatives in the
war. While teaching at Dhaka
he went to the United States and
did his second masters from the
University of Pennsylvania. He
wrote his PhD thesis from the
School of Oriental and African
Studies, London. The doctoral
thesis was published from Leiden
as a book titled Social Ideas and
Social Changes in Bengal (1818-
1835). Since then the book has
remained a standard and popular
text among students for the study
of the 19% century Renaissance
in Bengal. In 1963 he was invited
to teach as a visiting professor at
the University of Pennsylvania.
In 1965 he taught at Kyoto
University in Tokyo as the
UNESCO Cultural Fellow.

After his retirement from Dhaka
University in 1984 Professor
Ahmed was made the Cultural
and Heritage Professor at
the National University of
Bangladesh. Thereafter he was
selected to various important



posts. He became the president
of the National Association of
Bangladesh, Chairman of the
United Nations Association of
Bangladesh, a member of the
executive body of the Asiatic
Society of Bangladesh and the
Bangladesh National Museum
(Jatiyo Jadughar). In 1991 he
was awarded the prestigious
‘Ekushe February’ Medal. In
2011the was made the National
Professor of Bangladesh.

Professor Salahuddin Ahmed
was well-known to the historians
and intellectuals of this country
and indeed had many friends
and admirers in the city. He was
invited to deliver the Vidyasagar
Lecture at the Asiatic Society
of Calcutta in 2009. Indeed he
and Hamida were very happy to
come back again and again to
this beloved city where he spent
his youth. They usually stayed at
the Golpark guest house of the
Ramakrishna Mission. We recall
with great pleasure meeting them
for long addas during their visits.

The professor kept an open house
for everyone and helped young
students and researchers from all
over his own country and beyond.
Young scholars from Kolkata were
warmly welcomed at his house,
invited for dinner or lunch and
generally looked after while they
worked in the Dhaka Archives or
at the Asiatic Society or in other
libraries. They were indeed treated
by him as guests of his country.
A student of Presidency College
and University, who visited
Dhaka a few months earlier for
research, endearingly recalls
how warmly he was treated at

the Professor’s house, and how
enthusiastically he helped him in
getting easy access to materials
necessary for his research.
Professor Ahmed also helped him
to get a comfortable place to stay
and above all made his stay in
Dhaka memorable by his warmth
and affection. A bond (almost a
kinship that had been so special
about Presidency, bringing the
past and the present together)
was thus renewed; and this young
scholar now mourns and feels
the void would be impossible
to fill. The Professor practised
what he believed and preached
all his life. His household was
managed by Amal, the Hindu boy
whom he and Hamida Khanam
raised and Amal’s son Ashis who
was educated by him and acted
virtually as his personal secretary.
Amal, Ashis, the girl who cooked
for them and the driver were
all treated as his children.
They served him with visible love
and respect.

Hamida Khanam was an alumna
of Bethune College and was
felicitated at her Alma Mater
during the celebration of its 125
years. It was then that we came to
know them closely, as Professor
Ahmed was also a frequent visitor
to his beloved college, Presidency.
Hamida and the Professor
contacted us whenever they came
to the city and the few times we
went to Dhaka we were treated to
sumptuous feasts. Each occasion
was enriched by the Professor’s
sparkling conversations. The last
time we visited Dhaka we stayed
at his house at his insistence. That
was an enchanting experience
that remains as an everlasting
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“He was as active
as before, involved
in his scholarly work
and in his relentless
pursuit of communal
harmony and his
disavowal of racism
and fascism”

memory. Indeed, the memory of
the handsome, charming, graceful
host is still too fresh and makes
the loss all the more unbearable.
We feel privileged to have
received his love and affection in
abundance and gratefully put this
on record.

The Professor lost his wife in 2011
but he never allowed his personal
grief to overcome and affect his
public persona. He was as active
as before, involved in his scholarly
work and in his relentless pursuit
of communal harmony and his
disavowal of racism and fascism.
Asked to give the ‘Amar Ekushe’
national lecture, Professor
Salahuddin Ahmed once again
spoke on this same theme.

At the time of his death he was
engaged in the national project
for restoring and preserving
oral history and its resources. It
is worthwhile to quote an
observation of one of his students
from Dhaka University who
had been working with the
Professor in collecting documents
of the Bangladesh liberation
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war.  “Professor  Salahuddin
Ahmed was a member of the
Authentication Committee of
the History Documents Project
launched by the Government. A
discordant note appeared when
some members were reluctant
to include a document listed
to Maulana Bhasani. Professor
Salahuddin said while presiding
over an emergency meeting (the
only time he was the president
of a meeting of that particular
committee) ‘Our business is to
collect relevant documents and
include them in the volume.
Judging whether one document
is more significant than another
is not our task. That’s for future

historians to do. The documents
will stay...” This observation gives
us an eloquent reflection into
the personality of Salahuddin
Ahmed, a true historian, a truer
human being.

Apart from The Social Ideas
and Social Changes in Bengal
(1818-1835), his other main
books are Bangladesh:Tradition
and Transformation: Bengali
Nationalism and the Emergence
of Bangladesh; = Bangladesh:
National Culture and Heritage;
History and heritage: Reflections
on Society, Politics and Culture
of South Asia. These books were
translated into Bengali by the
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author himself. He wrote many
articles and essays. Even as he
was writing the history of
Bangladesh, his historical
consciousness was always linked,
as if with the umbilical cord, to
the larger civilizational context
of the sub-continent. What he
did not write was the story of his
remarkable life.

Alumnus (History/1961-66)
Alumnus (History/1960-66)

Both Ex-guest faculty,
Department of History,
Presidency University



What is Economics?
What 1s not?

ASIS KUMAR BANERJEE

his is a tribute to my

revered teacher Professor

Tapas Majumdar. On
his death in 2010 a number of
obituaries and reminiscences
appeared in various journals
and publications. However, as I
look at these writings now, I find
that while these did cover many
aspects of Majumdar’s life and
work, what I consider to be one
of his unique contributions to
the study of Economics in this
country does not seem to have
received adequate attention.
My main purpose here is to
highlight this particular aspect
of his work. It will, however, be
difficult to avoid entirely lapses
into personal reminiscences.

It was my good fortune to be
Majumdar’s student at Presidency
College, Calcutta, in the 1960’s.
Our Economics Honours batch
narrowly missed the opportunity
of being taught by two legendary
figures, Bhabatosh Datta and
Sukhamoy Chakravarty. Just a
few months before we entered
college Datta had been persuaded

by the state government to be the
Director of Public Instruction,
West Bengal; and Chakravarty
had accepted a chair at the Delhi
School of Economics. We did
not sulk too much, however. We
had our fair share of legendary
teachers.

Tapas Majumdar started teaching
Economics at Presidency College
in 1950 when he was barely
21. In 1955 he went to London
School of Economics to do his
doctorate (which he completed
in 19 months). He returned to
Presidency College and in 1958
took over the headship of the
Department of Economics from
Datta. He was only 29 then.He
was in that position till 1972. By
that time he was widely known as
a brilliant teacher and researcher.
A  number of then-budding
economists who, in course of time,
would become legends themselves
were his students in this phase of
his career.

Right from the beginning of his
teaching career at Presidency
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College and especially after his
assumption of the Department’s
headship,Majumdar played a
pivotal role in recruiting a galaxy
of bright economists on the faculty
of Presidency College. Under his
guidance this brilliant group not
only continued the great teaching
tradition of the College but also
transformed the  Economics
Department into a place for doing
advanced research.

In 1972 Majumdar moved to
Delhi to accept an offer of a
Professorship at the Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU). At this
stage he was drawn to the field
of education studies. At JNU he
founded the Zakir Husain Centre
for Educational Studies. He was
also associated with the Centre for
Economic Studies and Planning
at JNU in its early years. While I
personally am less familiar with
this phase of Majumdar’s work
than with the Presidency College
phase, the short period in which
the Zakir Husain Centre made
its mark as one of the foremost
research centres in the field of
education bore ample evidence
of the unmistakable Tapas
Majumdar touch.

Through his own scholarly work
as well as through his role in
setting up centres of excellence
and his contributions to policy
debates, Majumdar gave a new
orientation to economic research
in our country. Let me spend a few
words on what this orientation
was since that is the main point of
this tribute.

At the time when Majumdar
began his own research, the
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“Through his own
scholarly work as
well as through his
role in setting up
centres of excellence
and his contributions
to policy debates,
Majumdar gave a
new orientation to
economic research in
our country”

dominant mode of thinking
among economists both in our
country and abroad was that
Economics was meant to be an
analysis of economic efficiency.
Efficiency, in turn, was to be
measured by the degree of success
with which an economic unit (for
instance, a consumer or a firm or
a more aggregated unit such as a
country) achieved its objective.
There is nothing logically wrong
with this definition of the scope
of economics. Problems start
cropping up when we begin to
examine more closely what these
objectives are. Let us start with
a microeconomic unit (such as a
consumer or a firm). A consumer
would seek to maximise his or
her utility, a firm would seek to
maximise its profit and so on. To
keep things simple, however, it
became customary to add further
assumptions to this general
picture. For instance, the utility
of a consumer was assumed

to depend only on her own
consumption of the various goods
and services and not on anything
else (such as the consumption
of others or the effects of her
consumption decisions on the rest
of the society).

Moreover, the actual (as opposed
to the desired) amounts of the
goods and services consumed
would obviously depend not only
on how much utility the consumer
in question derived from various
amounts of the goods and services
but also on her income or asset
position. If the focus of the
discussion is exclusively on one
consumer, we can simply take
income or asset as a given datum
and proceed to determine the
consumption levels. But we are
obviously interested in analysing
the whole economy including
the pattern of consumption of
the various commodities in the
economy i.e. the distribution of
total consumption in the economy
among the individuals. Moreover,
it is of interest to evaluate the
desirability of the actual state
of distribution that emerges in
the economy. The distributions

of income and assets in the
economy become relevant
economic variables. In turn,
therefore, the determination

of these distributions become
important economic questions
unless it is assumed that
economic analysis is supposed
to proceed by taking the state of
distribution as given and is not
supposed to be concerned with
the questions about what would
be a desired distribution of
income or assets and how it could
be brought about.
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The distribution question is
only illustrative of the kind
of considerations that should
logically be of interest in
economic analysis but were kept
outside the scope of economics
by assumption. The point is much
more general. Over-all evaluation
of the state of an economy is
important. Such evaluation must
pay attention to the society’s
value judgements. Anything that
the society values is relevant in
this evaluation. Measurement of
social welfare, therefore, becomes
a vital issue in this broader
conception of economics.

Wehavereached this conclusion by
starting from the microeconomic
units. It can also be reached from
the macroecomomic side. Even
if we accept the position that
in macroeconomics all we are
interested inknowingistheincome
of the economy (i.e. the national
income or, equivalently, the per
capita income if the population
of the country is assumed to be
given), the distribution of income
and assets retains its importance
because it affects the production
and consumption decisions of
the individuals who make up the
economy and, hence, those of the
economy as a whole. Moreover,
the society, while evaluating the
performance of the economy,
may decide to pay attention not
only to national (or per capita)
income but also to the state of
distribution for its own sake (and
not because of the effect it has on
national income). Again, social
evaluation of an economy may be
an even broader notion and may
encompass many other social
considerations.



Once we move away from the
narrow confines of the particular
conception of Economics which
keeps  these  considerations
outside the domain of analysis
by assumption, a whole range of
challenging questions demand
our attention. For instance, since
society is the conglomeration of
the individualslivingin it, society’s
value judgements must depend
on the individuals’ values (i.e.
the individuals’ utility functions)
unless an extraneous value system
is dictatorially imposed on the
society. The question of how the
individuals’ value judgements are
to be integrated into the social
values (as embodied in the the
so-called ‘social welfare function’)
becomes important.

Economics, even of  the
conventional variety, also pays
attention to behaviour of an
economy overtime. In the present
context, therefore, the evolution of
the individual and the social values
and of their interrelationships
over time becomes an important
area of investigation.

Again, since a society is seldom
a homogeneous group, the social
values that emerge are often
the outcomes of bargaining
between various subgroups of
individuals. How the outcomes of
these complex processes of social
interaction are determined in an
economy becomes important. On
the one hand, the analysis of such
issuesisafertilefield of application
of game-theoretic models of
conflict and cooperation. On the
other hand, the important role
of institutional factors in these
processes also becomes obvious.

More generally, the need for the
study of history acquires urgency.
Thus, the need to expand the scope
of Economics in diverse directions
arises once we start questioning
the unnecessarily narrow sense
in which the term ‘efficiency’
was understood in conventional
Economics.

How did Majumdar respond to
this much-needed regeneration
of the subject? At the time when
Majumdar started his academic
career the first stirrings of the
economists’ awareness of the
‘new’ issues were being felt in the
western world. Majumdar had
already developed an interest
in the theory of choice and
preferences and in the economics
of welfare. The publication of
Kenneth Arrow’s Social Choice and
Individual Values in1951 heralded
nothing short of a revolution in
these areas of economic research.
It is not the case that earlier
economists had nothing to say
about the measurement of social
welfare or about its determinants.
But they posed the problem in a
way that precluded any discussion
of the issues referred to above.
This was also the time when Paul
Samuelson had just expounded
a new approach to the theory of
individual choice in his Theory
of Revealed Preference. In this
approach it was emphasised
that whether an individual was
consistent in his or her choices can
be examined in terms of observed
behaviour. One of the broader
implications of this approach
was to stress the importance of
observations.

At this point the following two
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remarks seem to be in order. (1)
It should be noted here that what
we have called “conventional
Economics” above was not only
the ruling paradigm in Economics
around the time that Majumdar
began his academic career but, in
fact,had been so for many decades.
This paradigm is often loosely
described as  “neo-classical”
economics. (2) The pioneering
contributors to the development
of Economics as a subject, the so-
called “classical Economists” (such
as Adam Smith or David Ricardo),
however, had not subscribed to
such a limited view of the scope
of Economics. The “conventional”
or “neo-classical” Economics was
a later development. Ricardo, in



PRESIDENCY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

“While Majumdar’s
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fact, famously wrote (in a letter
to Thomas Malthus in 1820),
“Political Economy” (- that was
the name of the subject then-)
“should rather be called an enquiry
into the laws which determine the
division of the produce of industry
among the classes which concur
in its formation. ......... Every day
I am more satisfied that(this is)
the true objective of the science”.
(The parentheses and the italics
are mine.) There is here a clear
statement of the importance of the
distribution question.

Be that as it may, Majumdar took
up some of the new analytical
challenges that the broader
framework of choice theory threw
up. There is no need to enter
here into a detailed description
of the precise results of his
investigations. Suffice it to note
that his very first paper “Choice
and Revealed Preference”, written
around 1954 when he was barely
25, was considered to be significant
enough to merit publication in

the journal Econometrica (in
1956 when he had just entered
into the Ph.D. programme at the
London School of Economics).
He remained active in research
throughout his working life. A
complete list of Majumdar’s
academic contributions does not
seem to be easily available. (He did
not maintain a personal website.)
However, he wrote two well-
known books, The Measurement
of Utility (Macmillan, London,

1958) and Investment
in  Education and  Social
Choice(Cambridge University

Press, New Delhi, 1983). He also
published about a dozen research
papers in the top professional
journals of Economics and edited
two volumes of essays. While he
wrote on diverse topics, a common
underlying theme in all of his
contributions was that economic
theory can and should concern
itself with social values.

While Majumdar’s own work
concentrated on one line of
extension of conventional
Economics, he was perfectly
aware of the need to pursue
the other lines that demanded
attention. (Some of these have
been highlighted in our discussion
above).During his fourteen years
of headship of the Economics
Department at Presidency College
he inspired all his colleagues to
make their own marks in these
other avenues. Encouraged by
him, Dipak Banerjee pursued
his mathematical investigations
in modern general equilibrium
theory. Mihir Rakshit made his
now-well-known  contributions
to the macroeconomics of a
developing economy. Amiya
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Bagchi broke fresh grounds in
the analysis of economic history
of India. Nabendu Sen also made
notable contributions to this line
of research. Sanjit Bose (who
later joined the Indian Statistical
Institute) was at that time a fresh
recruit at Presidency College and
began to look into the question
relating to which path of economic
growth would be optimal from
the social point of view. Other
teachers of the Department (such
as Diptibhushan Datta and Ajit
Sengupta) too contributed to this
over-all programme. Altogether
Majumdar and his Presidency
College team made invaluable
contributions to the study of
economic theory as well as that
of the Indian economy from
the point of view of the broader
conception of Economics.

I will be failing in my duty if I do
not record here the role played
by Professor Bhabatosh Datta
when the seeds of this academic
enterprise were sown. It was
certainly Datta who first dreamt
about making Presidency College
a centre of modern economic
analysis. It was he who brought
modern economics to class-
room teaching in Calcutta. His
analysis of the economics of
industrialisation is still a model
for anyone aspiring to undertake
a deep analysis of an important
problem of a developing economy.
Moreover, he was instrumental
in recruiting Tapas Majumdar
and Sukhamoy Chakravarty to
Presidency College.

The fact remains, however, that by
the time the seeds could germinate
Datta had been called away from



Presidency College to perform
other socially useful roles. It
was undoubtedlyMajumdar who
now played the leading role in
the process. I wish to emphasise
the fact that this was the first
systematic attempt in this part
of the country to undertake
a rigorous analysis of a wide
spectrum of issues in economic
theory and in the analysis of
the Indian economy from the
viewpoint of the newdevelopments
in the subject. Moreover, this was
one of the first such attempts in
the country as a whole. (When
Majumdar started this intellectual
journey, the Delhi School of
Economics had just been born.
The Jawaharlal Nehru University
was established much later.)

To the end of his life Majumdar
strongly believed that the broader
view of Economics that motivated
his life’s work was correct. He
often rued the fact that even at
that time there were many top-
notch economists who were not
convinced of the desirability of the
broader framework. I remember
a personal conversation with
Majumdar about the well-known
debates between Paul Samuelson
and Milton Friedman. He recalled
watching a particularly fascinating
(and long) debate that took place
on television. Samuelson took the
“broader” view while Friedman
was the staunch “neo-classical”. In
reply to one of Friedman’s attacks
Samuelson remarked that an
economist had to take cognisance
of the social issues because
an economist was not only an
economist but was also a part of
the society at large. Majumdar

remarked that by saying so
Samuelson was unnecessarily
giving ground. He felt that this
should have been a second line of
defence of Samuelson’s position.
The firstline should have been that
the social issues were very much
within the purview of Economics
because these were intimately
linked with the determination of
the pattern of resource allocation
in the economy as well as with
the question how the existing
pattern of allocation could be
evaluated or improved.

Before ending we should note that
the contributions of economists
such as Kenneth Arrow and Paul
Samuelson around the middle of
the twentieth century were only
the beginning of a process of
expanding the scope of economic
theory in general and of Welfare
Economics in particular. Many
later economists have argued
that the framework proposed by
this “new Welfare Economics”
was itself limited in scope in
many important respects. They
have worked to extend the
framework even further in many
different directions. That this
should happen is, of course,
hardly surprising. Extending the
frontiers of a science is a never-
ending enterprise.

In this tribute I have focused
exclusively on the academic
significance of the line of
economic research initiated by
Majumdar. I have desisted from
touching upon other aspects of
his life and personality(such as
the legendary clarity of his class-
room expositions, his great sense
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of humour and his compassion
toward all of his students) since,
as stated in the beginning, many
of these have already been written
about. I end with the hope that
the academic tradition that
Majumdar sought to establish
and nurture (viz. that of doing
economic research that is both
socially relevant and of the very
highest academic standards)
would be carried forward by
today’s young generation of
students of Economics.

Alumnus (Economics/1963-68)

Ex Vice-Chancellor,
University of Calcutta
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The Goal of Policy*

SHUBHASHIS GANGOPADHYAY

would like to thank the

organizers of this event

for inviting me to give this
lecture. I am greatly honoured at
this opportunity and feel doubly
privileged. First, Professor Nirmal
Kanti Majumdar has been long
associated with Presidency College
and was a legendary teacher.
I have had the good fortune of
meeting Professor Nirmal Kanti
Majumdar at his home before I
left India for further studies. He is
the father of my own teacher who
has also been a mentor to me in
many ways. Second, it is always
great to be able to come back to
one’s college as a speaker, albeit,
in the department one has not
studied in. I have shared a close
friendship during my college years
with some of the students from
this very department and, I am
hoping, that this will be a first step
towards reuniting with them after
many years.

Thavebeentrained asan economist
and, hence, I am not going to say
anything about political science in
this gathering as I firmly believe
that I can say nothing that you

do not know already. However,
both economics and political
science being integral parts of the
social sciences, I will raise some
issues regarding what I observe
in our society and hope that you
will be able to enlighten me in
understanding why they arise.
Presidency has always been a
place of learning and I have come
back to it to learn some more.
What I am going to talk about
is not an academic or research
output with a lot of theory and
empiricism, suitably referencing
the literature as it stands today.
On the contrary, I am coming to
you with some issues on which I
expect to get your insights and
pointers that will enable me to
come to grips with them.

2. The Economist’s Approach
to Policy

The fact that economists are
always the first to be finger-
pointed should something go
wrong in the economy suggests
that they are expected to set some
of the things that go wrong, right.
High unemployment, slow growth,

growing disparities, high health
costs, large fiscal deficits, are
standard issues that economists
are held accountable for. In
other words, economics is not
simply an explanation of how the
economy works but how it should
work, turning it into a normative
discipline. As far as neo-classical
economics goes, and that is what
I have been trained in, we have a
set of axioms that we begin with.
First, individuals are generally
interested in their own welfare
before anything else. And, we are
talking of adult individuals here,
not children who may not know
better than their parents, about
what is good for them. Therefore,
we want to enable adults, as much
as possible, to take their own
economic decisions because they
know best what is good for them.
Should we observe to the contrary,
the economist’s first instinct is to
check the observation again. If the
observation is right, the second
instinct is to check whether there
are some constraints that are
preventing the individual from
doing what is best for her. In other
words, economists are wary of
claiming that someone else is not
very smart and needs to be told by
the economist what the individual
should be doing.

Consider a girl who has been
admitted to a programme of her
choice in an excellent college
that requires her to commute
some distance every day. If she
studies there, she will have a
good career and will enjoy life as
a highly successful professional.

*  Delivered as part of the First Nirmal Kanti Majumdar Lecture Series, supported by the NKM Endowment Fund Created by Prof.

Mukul Majumdar.
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However, the society around her
cannot guarantee her safety when
she travels outside the house and,
hence, she decides to stay back
at home. Or, her parents and
relatives feel that she should stay
back at home and not venture
too far outside the house. Or, it
could also be that she has lost
interest in studies and does not
want to become a professional.
When we observe her not going
to college in spite of having been
a brilliant student in school we
try to ascertain why she is not
continuing with her education. Is
it because her parents do not think
that girls need to be educated
beyond school or, is it because
they want just that but society
looks down on college going girls
and the family has to stay with the
society. In this situation, instead
of telling the girl and her parents
what they should do, we try to
make policies that make it easier
for the girl to go to college.

Take for example something that
we observe almost on a daily
basis. Boys drop out of school well
before they complete the twelfth
class. We all know that education
is important in one’s life. We have
to concede therefore that so does
the poorest of the poor parent.
Otherwise, we are awfully close
to the horribly wrong inference
that the poor are poor because
of themselves, or their parents.
We would then be able to figure
out that our school curriculum is
such that the boys in government
schools (and also in most private
schools) are not getting trained
to do anything productive after
school. But being poor, they have
to get to work by the time they

finish school. They could have
done better if they finished college
but only 15 per cent of a cohort
can get into college --- there are
not enough seats. And, the college
curricula and admission criteria
are such that those coming from
costly and elite private schools
have the greatest chance to get
into the best colleges. Given this,
it is better to drop out of school
when one is 14 or 16 years of age
and start learning a trade that
will enable him to earn a living at
the age of 18. In other words, the
poor have given up on education
not because they are stupid, or
myopic, but because it is their
rational choice.

The reason for these examples is
to emphasize the approach that
economists take. First, if we are
smart and can figure out what is
best for you, so can you. If you
still do something different, there
are only two possibilities: (a) the
mistake is ours, and (b) something
is preventing you from doing what
is best for you. If (b), then we
need policy to ensure that those
constraints on your behaviour are
lifted. For example, if the cost of
going to college is too high for a
girl, we need to provide subsidized
education loans or scholarships.
An individual has to be treated
like royalty; we do not tell her
what to do. Policies are needed
to ensure that she is enabled, nay
empowered, to do what she wants
to do.

A second reason for making policy
is that there could be particular
instances when everyone trying to
do what is best for oneself makes
everyone else, along with oneself,
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worse off. The best example of this
can be seen happening every day
on Delhi roads. If everyone drives
on one side of the road, everyone
reaches ones destination smoothly
and fast. However, if a Delhi-ite
wants to go to a shop on the other
side of the road, he will invariably
travel, and stop, on the wrong side
of the road. And so would people
going to a shop on his side of the
road but coming in the opposite
direction. The net result is total
chaos and traffic snarls that
make shopping extremely time
consuming and irritating. Here we
want the rule of driving on the left
to be enforced and for that we want
a third party, like the traffic police,
to implement the rule without fear
or favour --- leaving individuals
to do their thing is no longer
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desirable. Here is a classic case
of where law and its enforcement
would help; by forcing everybody
to drive on the left side of the road,
we restrict people from doing what
they may otherwise want to do;
the restriction, on the other hand,
makes traffic move and everyone

is happy.

There is a difference between the
two examples. In the first, we are
creating an environment where
individuals have more choices so
that they can choose what satisfies
them the most. In the second
case, we are restricting people
from exercising choices with the
net result that everyone makes
choices that reinforce each other’s
well-being.

3. Common Sense?

Consider Figure 1. What I am
going to describe now is something
that is known popularly as Braess’
Paradox. It is a good example of
the type of problems economists
deal with. Recall that economists
believe that individuals know best
and, hence should be allowed

to take their own decisions.
However, sometimes, in doing so,
they all get worse off.

Suppose that 4000 cars go from
A to B every day. The minute
figures on each road segment is
the time taken by a car to traverse
the length of the segment. For
instance, the distance AD takes 45
minutes. The distance AC, on the
other hand, is a congested road
and the time taken by a car to
traverse the distance depends on
the number of other cars that are
using the road. If T is the number
of cars using the road, then each
car takes (T/100) minutes. So if
all 4000 cars go AC, T is 4000

Figure 1.

and, the time taken by each car
will be (4000/100) = 40 minutes.
The difference between segments
AD, CB and CD on the one hand
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and AC and DB, on the other,
is that the segments in the first
set are like highways --- always
uncongested with many lanes
and all cars going at the same
speed --- while the second are
more like city lanes where the
number of vehicles slows down
everybody else.

There are different ways to get
from A to B --- the three obvious
being ACB, ACDB and ADB.
I claim that everyone will go
ACDB. But, first, let us see how
much time it takes each car if all
go ACDB. On the stretch AC it
takes each car 40 --- 4000/100
--- minutes; similarly, it takes

4 minutes

another 40 minutes on the stretch
DB. Add 4 minutes for the stretch
CD and the total time is 40+40+4
= 84 minutes. If a car decides to



go ADB, instead, it will take 85
minutes --- 45 minutes on AD and
40 minutes on DB --- and that
would be more than 84 minutes
it takes on ACDB. Similarly for
someone who decides to go ACB
--- 40 minutes on AC and 45
minutes on CB. Indeed, one can
show that ACDB is the only way
the cars will go.

So, the first thing we notice is
that two stretches are not being
used by any of these cars. In
other words, if we did not build
stretches AD and CB, we would
have saved a lot of expenditure on
road infrastructure. The second
thing to note is that if we block
access to CD, the time taken
by each car actually decreases!
For then, the quickest way is
for half the car to go ACB and for
the other half to go ADB. Then
2000 cars will go ACB taking a
total of 65 minutes --- 20 minutes
on AC and 45 minutes on CB;
similarly 2000 will go ADB, again
taking 45 + 20 = 65 minutes.
Anyone trying to do otherwise
will take more time. For example,
the first car that moves from
ADB to ACB takes 20.01 + 45 =
65.01 minutes; similarly, if one
shifts from ACB to ADB it takes
45 + 20.01 = 65.01 minutes. So
blocking off the road that takes the
shortest time to traverse reduces
the total time of travel. This is a
classic case in economic policy ---
everyone trying to do their best is
worse for everybody under certain
circumstances. If, however, we
change the circumstances through
the policy of blocking the road
CD, then everyone doing what is

individually the best is precisely
what works.

4. Changing the Mind-set

Till now, I have described the way
I, as an economist, was trained to
think. I am afraid that the policy
making that we do in India simply
does not reflect what I was trained
to do. A large part of this is due
to an engineering approach we
take towards solving economic
problems. Ever since our Second
Plan, we have looked at economic
problems as engineering ones.
Steel ropes that hold up bridges
do not optimize their strength;
engineers working on structural
and cost parameters do. Imagine
what would have happened if
steel had its own mind and it
was not interested in holding up
the bridge for others to travel
on it. People are strategic and
do their own optimization; they
are not interested in optimizing
what we want them to optimize.
And, therefore, an engineering
approach will simply not work. It
took us many years of planning
by some of the most outstanding
minds, before their continued
failures to build the India of our
dreams led to a slackening of the
engineering approach in 1991. I
say slackening because as I will
now argue we still do not believe
that intervening in ways people
behave in society is not the same
as intervening in natural systems.

The first thing in economic
policy is understanding that we
are dealing with human beings.
The most important thing about

AUTUMN ANNUAL

“People live in a
society because it is
better than living like
Robinson Crusoe.
So, when society
makes rules and
writes policy, the
objective is to enable
its members to live
their lives in the way
they want to”

them is that they are just like us.
Therefore, if we want to interfere
with how others lead their lives,
something that we aspire to do
every time we undertake a policy,
we must be doubly sure that
what we are doing is, indeed,
giving us outcomes that they
prefer. This is the essence of a
rule-of-law, democratic society.
The recent problems with land
acquisition and the subsequent
land acquisition act are examples
of how we have missed out on
this simple notion of a democratic
society. I have already written
about this elsewhere and so will
not talk about it here.!

Instead, let me refer to a more
recent example. The new rulers
of Telangana had announced
that they want local businesses
to hire local labour for all skills
below a certain level. It is true
that unskilled and semi-skilled

1 Gangopadhyay, Shubhashis (2012), “Developing the market for land”, Review of Market Integration, 2(4), 197-220.
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labourers are likely to be poorer
than those who are skilled.
However, the reason for unskilled
labour in Telangana being poor
is not that the jobs are going to
people from outside the region;
it is because they are unskilled.
Once we understand this, we
will stop blaming businesses
operating in Telengana and,
instead, aim government policies
at training the unskilled. Indeed,
local politicians everywhere raise
this issue. Suppose one took the
logical next step. Instead of only
the skilled and semi-skilled, let
us say that all employees hired
by local businesses must be
local people. This will mean a
highly trained Bihari engineer
from IIT Kanpur will be stuck in
Bihar; similarly a Tamil from IIT
Delhi will be stuck in Tamilnadu.
This we would never want!
However, what is patently good
for us does not seem to be good
for the poor.

The IIT graduate is not poor for
two reasons. She is well trained
and she can gravitate to where she
finds a job that is most suited to
her. The fact that she is a certified
IIT product helps. In the worst
fiscal deficit years we have no
qualms about announcing more
IITs and IIMs. However, when it
comes to schools and hospitals
where everyone can go, we
suddenly become aware of the
fiscal deficit and decide to slow the
process down.

The mind-set change we are
talking about is moving away
from policies for them to policies
for wus, i.e., for all -citizens.
Consider a good example --- the
Delhi metro. It is air-conditioned,
has the latest technology and
is highly reliable. The poor do
travel on it. And, so do the CEOs
of many companies. Imagine
what would have happened if the
purpose of the Delhi metro was
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to ferry the poor. We would have
re-created the notorious blue-line
experiment of Delhi, this time on
tracks! The first step, therefore,
is to get rid of policies targeted
for them, the poor, and make
policies for the citizens whoever
they may be.

This is the essence of policy and
what economics has taught me.
People live in a society because it
is better than living like Robinson
Crusoe. So, when society makes
rules and writes policy, the
objective is to enable its members
to live their lives in the way
they want to. Society does not
patronize, it enables.

Alumnus (Economics/1974-77)

Research Director, India
Development Foundation

Director, School of Humanities
and Social Sciences, Shiv Nadar
University
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Little Everyday Greed

PRASANTA RAY

his is a sequel to my little

everyday fascism in the

previous issue of Autumn
Annual. Little everyday greed
is as universal as little everyday
fascism: forever present in human
psyche and behaviour. Little, in
this context, is less of a qualitative
measure and more of a metaphor;
a metaphor for ignorable
ignominy, which is fundamentally
a linguistic stratagem to escape
moral surveillance and censure.
Everyday is more of a pointer
to regularity, may be latent, and
less of reference to a standard
division of time; a ruse again, to
hide behind a facade of normality.
On both the counts, we spare
ourselves of anguish and anxiety,
till the tip of the iceberg of
immorality shows up. Everyday
is the temporal space where
the seedbed of the poison ivy,
greed, is laid and the creeper is
nourished. Anomic moments and
anaemic regulations encourage it
to pollinate.

The primary object of greed
is money. Georg Simmel, a
nineteenth
sociologist,

century  German
explained why it

would be money in his Philosophy
of Money. ‘The
effectiveness of money is not
to be found simply in the coin
that T hold in my hand; its
qualities are in the
social organizations and supra-
subjective norms that make this
coin a tool of endlessly diverse and
extensive uses despite its material
limitations, its significance and
rigidity.” In everyday use of the
notion of greed, it is sometimes
greed for other socially significant
resources like power, status and
sex which, however, both draw
on money and create or enlarge
access to money. But money has a
‘metaphysical quality’ in its ability
‘to extend beyond every particular

nature and

invested

use and since, it is the ultimate
means, to realize the possibility
of all values as the value of all
possibilities.” Hence we end up
relating money with greed.

How we become greedy and
remain so, are questions which
bother us particularly in times
collapse which affects
our community. If we go by the
Mahabharata, we run into an
anthropocentric and astrological

moral
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answer: anthropocentric, because
it places the responsibility for
greedy behaviour, in fact for the
entire gamut of moral failure,
on the individual; astrological,
because it projects predestination
as the ultimate explanation of
The
natural sciences are still confused
whether there is a greedy gene.
They might locate one. But
whether they would take a
scientific programme of creating
artificially a greedless human
being, and create clones to replace
the existing social membership —
a reverse move from Franklin J.
Schaffner’s The Boys from Brazil
(1978), a plot to replicate fascism
through global
Hitler’s clones — could be a theme

every human indulgence.

dispersion of

of another science fiction.

If we set aside Karma and gene,
the two templates of destiny, we
areleft with common sense and the
social sciences, both directing us to
sociogenesis of greed. Conceived
as an inordinate desire for more
of something than a human being
needs, the social sciences locate
the origin and the perpetuation of
such inordinate desire in the ways
of collective living. But here too
we run into elusiveness of greed
at the cognitive level. Not that,
every term — ‘inordinate’, ‘more of
something’, ‘than a human being
needs’ — involves judgement. But
diversity of morals deprives us of
universal terms of reference as we
try to judge. This is an advantage
to the greedy and to those who
choose to passive/
indifferent bystanders.

remain
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“Obviously there
are behavioural
expressions of
greed far more
varied than financial
fraud and far
beyond legality,
and obviously far
more implicated
in ambiguity and
ambivalence”

kind of
reduces

Some exception is
greed to

for obvious

law. Law
‘economic crimes’
functional advantage. It usually
takes embezzlement as an act
of monetary greed. It thereby
relates greed to the institution
of property in a negative way
because the greedy tries to gratify
the urge by seizure or fraudulent
dispossession of someone else’s
rightful possession. This notion
of rightful possession rests on
legal definition of legitimacy
of possession and use; that is,
on the notion of legal right
and wrong. Obviously, the
notion of ‘an inordinate desire’
the
than an individual needs’ elude
legal grasp.

and measure of ‘more

Obviously there are behavioural
expressions of greed far more
varied than financial fraud and

far beyond legality, and obviously
far more implicated in ambiguity
and ambivalence. And, despite
its purported efficiency, the legal
discourse is understandably
minimalist compared to the moral
breadth of theological discourses
on greed with its myths and
images, guilt and repentance, and
sin and salvation.

Whatever restraints
communities
throughout history, they have

failed to eradicate greed as a

religious

have created

pernicious predisposition. That
partly explains why we can — if
we choose — remain greedy. The
moral alert that greed is sinful and
death is the divine retribution has
lost its prohibitive power. This is
despite the fact that, universally,
the immorality of greed has
provoked  religious
because of its threat to human
vitality and social cohesion. In
Christian life-view, greed, ‘the
Matriarch of the Deadly Clan’, is
one of seven deadly sins (wrath,
greed, sloth, pride, lust, envy
and gluttony). In fact, it is a part
of larger set of vices and virtues

kindness,
temperance

sanction

(humility, charity,
patience, chastity,
and diligence). In theologically
laced Hindu life-view, the
inherent vices or cardinal passions
come in a cluster of six (sex
passion, anger, greed, infatuation,
vanity and envy). According to
Srimadbhagavadgita (The Song
of the God), there are three gates
to self-destructive hell: lust, anger,
and greed. This was not a sufficient
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deterrent even in the heydays of
religious morality. As for now, we
do not come across lobhe paap,
paape mrityu (greed is sinful and
fatal) inscribed in black on a white
marble plaque set on the wall of a
shop or a commercial house or in
the flanks of temple stairs in our
city these days.

What adds to the problem (if
we are inclined to locate it is a
problem) is the fact that greed is
sometimes celebrated as a worthy
predisposition. It
that the idea of wrong pervades
all attempts to conceive greed.
Three culture specific examples
would suffice: Gordon Gekko’s
Greed captures the essence of
spirit, Deng
Poverty is not
socialism. To be rich is glorious,
and the Bollywood popular song
Jannatjahan |/
(money is heaven) along with ads
which exhort us to Karo Zyaada
Ka Irrada.

is not true

the evolutionary
Xiaoping’s

Jannattakai

This takes us to sociogenesis
of greed: greed is less a case of
individual moral failure, more of
a systemic perversity. Greed of the
priestly class or corporate greed is
a good example of collective greed.
Institutions can be facilitators
of individual or collective greed.
They themselves can be greedy.
Further, nation-states and
socio-economic  systems like
capitalism can engage in greedy
extraction of resources within
and beyond their frontiers. These
can bestow certain normality
to what in others' reckoning is


http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000140/?ref_=tt_trv_qu

greedy behaviour; moralise it by
espousing the goodness of greed;
professionalise  pursuit
of greed by training talents
to strategize drive for mean
gains. We need to recognize the
between
and institutional immoralities on
the one hand and the nature of
economies which generate both,
on the other. The dialectics is a
part of everyday lifeworlds as well
as epochal times.

even,

dialectics individual

Almost on a daily basis, personal
ambitions and
about are

aspirations,
dreaming future
the positively encouraged by
primary and secondary groups
a normal passes
through in his life cycle. But these
socially celebrated desires are
potential sites of greed. It is the
ambivalence of acquisitive culture
towards personal and collective
ambition that allows them to
swell into greed, particularly
under institutional facilitation.
That makes distinction between
aspiration, typical of achievement
orientation, and greed difficult.
It is like progressive deepening
of a colour in which the terminal
shades are starkly different from
each other. The significant others
of an aspiring/greedy person also
havestakeinthegainsofgreed. The
commonwealth too gains through
these other-wise impermissible
personal desires. Thus, extricating
greed from a welter of desires,
their corresponding

from interests

individual

from
conduct,
passions which greed gratifies,

and
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Ananda Bazar Patrika, Parash Pathar, October 10, 1948, p. 11. Artist unknown

from a blend of senses of sin,
guilt and shame a greedy person
may suffer and from bi-moral
(religious-secular)
matrix, is very difficult. Further,
our desires, greed included, live a
tangled emotional life: each makes
sense only in the context of the

normative

others; one lurks in the shades of
another or one nurses another.
This lends to greed a certain
cognitive elusiveness, which is
heightened by moral relativism.
Someone’s survival strategy can
be greed in someone else’s eyes.
Or, ‘greed today’ can become ‘a
normal claim tomorrow’.

Ways of power join ambiguity
and relativity of meaning and
ambivalence of the normative
order, to encourage greed among
every possible contender to sap
their moral claim to critique the
power holders and the power
aspirants, among their
lackeys to prevent their defection.
Power and control have been
endemic to collective existence,
anarchism being no exception.
And, throughout human history,
control through fear and moral
subversion through greed have
been very powerful
Spoils rule by spoiling the rules

and

methods.
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Parash Pathar (1958), Satyajit Ray,

Alibaba (1937), Madhu Bose

Billboard in Kolkata

of free society and moral living.
The onset of capitalism and the
rise of the mass society together
explain why an increasing number
of people become vulnerable to
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greed. Increasingly, larger number
ventures to take risk of accessing a
resource — money, power, status
and sex — beyond their need and
their rightful claim. As religion
weakens as moral control, as
law yields to manipulation and
as shame replaces sin as the
inner restraint, the threshold
of tolerance of greed enlarges.
Steady percolation of a hedonist
life style through seductive visuals
as in ads opens up latent desires
for  good/comfortable/exciting
forms of living in all social strata.
No wonder little everyday greed
as desire and as indulgence has
become a sign of our Capitalist
modernity. Vulnerability to greed
has overtaken the fear of possible

spoilt identity and punitive
sanctions. Many are drawn within
the grid of greed.

As stories of commoners
confronting fortuitous fortunes,
we can recall Alibaba (1897),
a musical play meant mainly
for young boys and girls, and
Parosh Pathar (The Philosopher’s
Stone) (1948). The visuals are
of inner struggle and eventual
succumbing. A fortuitous fortune
through its sheer suddenness
stuns  conscience. = However,
fortune is not always fortuitous.
Seekers and strivers look out
for information of opportunities
for  wrongful /  unlawful
appropriation and of available
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political capital necessary to
fend off turf war with equally
mean
punishment.

contenders and legal

The last visual is after our neo-
liberal consumerist turn when we
happily overturn popular wisdom.
Little everyday greed lurks in all of
us, particularly in those incapable
or unwilling to reflect on how we
are surreptitiously grafted in a
culture of graft.

Alumnus (Political Science/
1960-65)

Professor Emeritus,
Department of Political Science,
Presidency University



West Bengal:

ASHOK LAHIRI

n Independence Day 2012,

Kolkata trams became

classless. A  ‘classless
society’ was the ultimate aim of
the left. But, in trams at least, it
happened not during the rule by
the Left Front, but under that of
its successor Trinamool Congress.
The sense of ‘superiority’, and if
not questionable comfort, that a
passenger could buy for a fraction
of a rupee when boarding the
first class compartment, vanished
in 2012!

I talk about Kolkata trams,
because they, with their stylish
logo CTC with a tall T in the
middle, fascinated me right
from my childhood. Do not
know exactly why. Perhaps it
was because of its absence in
my neighbourhood. There were
no tram cars in Paikpara. They
were available only from Galiff
Street or Belgachia, a good walk
away. But, during my student
days in Kolkata, whenever the
opportunity arose, I travelled by
tram to and from College Street
as a welcome change. Now I find
the Kolkata tram an interesting
indicator of what is happening in
West Bengal.

Take for example, the black
skeletons of burnt tramcars on
Kolkata streets during violent
student demonstrations in the
1960s. I saw quite a few during my
time in Presidency (1968-1971)
and in the preceding six years at
Hindu School across the street.
Tramcars were very convenient
targets for rioters. Back in even
October 1907, in protest against
police repression on a Swadeshi
rally, they were the “ready
victims”, and at least twenty-nine
trams were damaged in the first
two days of violence. I do not
read about tramcars being burnt
anymore. Perhaps it is a sign of
maturing democracy — politics
moving from streets to debates
and the ballot box.

Then, there is the issue of fare
revision. Fare revision has always
been a problematic issue for trams
in Kolkata. The Calcutta Tramways
Act, 1880 — which authorized the
Calcutta Tramways Company
(CTC) the right to construct and
maintain and use a tramway or
tramways — made provision for
the company to fix the rate of fares
for carrying passengers and goods.
At the time of independence,
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second class tram fares had not
been revised for over a quarter
of a century since 1922. But, the
government was naturally very
wary of any fare increase which
the CTC wanted. Hike in fares of
the public transportation system
was always a natural precipitant
of trouble and tramcars being
damaged during agitations.

In 1947, right after independence,
the government appointed a
committee headed by Justice Das
of Calcutta High Court to look
into the need for a fare increase.
The committee did not find any
justification for the fare increase,
and the company desisted from
increasing the fare for second
class journey and in 1949,
increased only the first class fares.
In 1951, the government of West
Bengal entered into an agreement
with the company, and through
the Calcutta Tramways Act,
reserved the right to purchase the
tramway system on January 1,
1972 or any time thereafter, with
two years’ notice.

On June 25, 1953, the CTC
announced its decision to increase
second classfaresfromJuly1,1953.
There were widespread protests.
Within two days, the parties on
the left formed the Tram and Bus
Fare Enhancement Resistance
Committee, known popularly
as Pratirodh Committee. With
the veteran Forward Bloc leader
Hemanta Basu as its president, for
members, it had the future CPI(M)
Chief Minister Jyoti Basu, and the
firebrand Socialist Unity Centre
of India (SUCI) leader Subodh
Banerjee, among others. Later,
apart from introducing ‘gherao’ as
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“l have seen the
long legacy of the
huge success of

the 1953 agitation
against the tram fare
hike in West Bengal.
Fearful of adverse
public reaction,
Governments are
extremely wary of
increasing charges
for public utilities

in general and for
public transportation
in particular”

an instrument of industrial action,
Banerjee, during his short tenure
of seven months as the Bengal
PWD minister in 1967, also
relieved Kolkata of all the statues
of the Indian empire’s “guardians
and rulers” from public places.

The Pratirodh Committee
exhorted people not to pay the
new increased fares. And they did
not. Volunteers carried plenty of
coins of various denominations
and helped passengers offer
to pay the old fare in the exact
amount. When the CTC enlisted
the support of the police to arrest
those who did not want to pay the
new enhanced fares, there were
turbulent clashes, and on July
3, about 600 people, including

many leaders like Jyoti Basu
and Subodh Banerjee, were
arrested. A general strike on
July 4, called by the Pratirodh
Committee, was successful.

The agitation was given a fillip
by the police firing on striking
workers in Burnpur, the location
of Indian Iron and Steel Company.
On July 9, the Government of
West Bengal announced that the
tram fare issue would be referred
to a tribunal, pending which
the old rate would be restored.
Yet, a Joint Strike Committee
appealed to the people to observe
a general strike on July 15 in
West Bengal in protest against
the enhancement of second
class tram fare, the rise in the
prices of essential commodities,
retrenchment in different
industrial sectors and,
particularly, against government
“repression in Burnpur and
Calcutta”. The strike was highly
successful with about a million
people across jute mills, collieries,
engineering works and the
transportation industry striking
work. The agitation gathered
steam and continued until August
2, 1953, when the Government
of West Bengal under -chief
minister Dr. B.C.Roy agreed not
to increase the tram fare without
public consultation even if the
expert tribunal recommended
it, release all agitators arrested
for acts of violence, and provide
governmental relief to the injured
and to the families of those killed
during the clash with the police.

All this is history read from
books and articles. But, in my
adult days, I have seen the long
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legacy of the huge success of
the 1953 agitation against the
tram fare hike in West Bengal.
Fearful of adverse public reaction,
Governments are extremely wary
of increasing charges for public
utilities in general and for public
transportation in  particular.
Ironically, now, the public
transport operators go on strike
to press their demand for fare
increase. In August 2014, during
a visit to Kolkata, I found that
bus, mini-bus and taxi operators,
demanding fare hikes, were on
strike for a number of days! Only
the publicly owned transport
companies are orphans. There
is no one to plead their case for
a fare increase. They incur
losses, pass them on to the
government, and languish
because of lack of funds.

Then, there was the touching
faith in government take-over or
nationalisation. I vividly recall
the popular rejoice at the takeover
of the management of CTC in
July 1967. Jyoti Basu was the
Deputy Chief Minister in the first
United Front Government with
independent charge of finance
and transport. We were in the final
year of school. We had no doubt
that eventually the government
would own CTC. How could it not
be a good thing? The consensus
among us in school was that
buying CTC, a foreign company,
with so many expensive tramcars,
depots, and other assets for 1
would be a jolly good idea.

All the Indian peers of the Kolkata
tram died a long time ago. Electric
trams were introduced in Chennai
in 1895, seven years before



Kolkata saw them. Tram services
closed in Chennai in the early
1950s when the tram company
went bankrupt. Even Delhi and
Mumbai discontinued trams in
the mid-1960s. In Mumbai, it is
interesting that today’s famous

BEST - The Brihanmumbai
Electricity Supply and Transport
(BEST) Undertaking - was

originally “The Bombay Electric
Supply and Tramways Company
limited”. Trams have disappeared
from all the other Indian cities,
but the Kolkata tram continues.

In the event, on November 8,
1976, the Calcutta Tramways
(acquisition of undertaking)
ordinance, 1976 was promulgated
under which the CTC with all
its assets was vested with the
Government of West Bengal.
Finally, it was converted into
a Government Company in

February, 1983 in the style
and name of “The Calcutta
Tramways Company (1978)

Limited” in terms of The Calcutta
Tramways Company (Acquisition
of Undertaking) Amendment
Act, 1978.

With the benefit of hindsight,
we know now that CTC has
continued to haemorrhage the
government’s  finances  right
from when the loss-making
company was taken over. In
2012-13, for example, there was
a non-Plan subsidy of T171 crore
to the CTC! There was more —
the State Plan spent 17 crore
for the development of CTC.
Furthermore, from 2003, CTC
was given government guaranteed

loans for buying over 800 new
buses.

Human beings die, but big
companies do not, in West Bengal.
Big companies do not die easily
in other countries as well, hence
the adage “Too big to fail.” But, in
West Bengal, they have proved to
be even sturdier than elsewhere.
Like the CTC, look at Jessop &
Company Ltd. and Dunlop India.

Jessop & Company Ltd., going
back to 1788, still lives on but
precariously. The company
was making losses, so it was
nationalised in 1973. It continued
to make losses in most years and in
spite of financial restructuring by
the Government of India became
sick. Even after privatisation in
2003, it continues to be in trouble.
But it still lives. I have passed by
its large manufacturing facility
of 63 acres in Dum Dum many
times on my way to the airport.
I have never seen any sign of
movement anywhere, at least
from the outside.

The same is the story with Dunlop
India incorporated in 1926. A
railway overbridge at an important
road crossing near my residence
in North Kolkata is still known
as Dunlop Bridge. For a long
time, it carried an advertisement
of tyres by Dunlop India. Now,
nothing much remains in terms
of production activity in the
Shahganj factory of Dunlop
India. It makes its appearance
in newspapers because of unpaid
workers’ and creditors’ dues,
and court orders for winding up.
The Dunlop Bridge, however,
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‘Human beings die,
but big companies
do not, in West
Bengal. Big
companies do

not die easily in
other countries as
well, hence the
adage “Too big

to fail”

retains its name. Glory to the
Scotsman John Boyd Dunlop,
who discovered the pneumatic
tyre in 1888!

Recently, I read that workers
in CTC are unfortunately not
being paid their salaries on time.
Reportedly, this has resulted
in an unfortunate suicide. The
Government of West Bengal
appears to be having a rethink
on whether tax-payers’ money
should be spent in financing
wages in over-staffed loss-making
enterprises rather than on items
such as health, education or
infrastructure. I will continue to
look at the Kolkata tram and see if
indeed there is a change of policy.

Alumnus (Economics/1968-71)

Ex Chief Economic Advisor to
Gout. of India & Ex Director
Asian Development Bank,
Manila
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The Urgency of the
Issue of Our Times:

SUMANTRA GUHA

recent headline news on

one of India’s top 24-hour

TV news channels gloated
that Pakistan ranked second
from last (from the bottom) in
the 142 countries listed in the
World Economic Forum’s 2014
Global Gender Gap Report. I
was surprised to note that the
news item did not report India’s
ranking: which too was a poor
114 out of 142, slipping one place
from last year. This should have
been headline news in India’s top
TV news channels, but it wasn’t.
In fact there was some news item
flaying the report as being anti-
men! As Amartya Sen in his latest
book, India: an Uncertain Glory’
bemoans, often in India’s vibrant
media too little attention is paid to
critical issues affecting the nation
unless they can be sensationalized.
The slow, persistently debilitating,
issues are not news. Thus while
Delhi’s horrific Nirbhaya case of
2012 had electrified the whole
nation to talk about and question
the endless violence and rape in

particular, that women in our
cities face, the pervasive violence
that women in the rural areas face
was given short shrift. It is perhaps
symptomatic of one of the biggest
conundrums of our times. Why do
we as humans, unlike the natural
world, make biological differences
the pretext for significant social,
economic and cultural differences,
inequities in opportunities, life
chances and outcomes: in fact
whole social constructs and
then pretend that that is the
nature of things?

In the long arc of history, great
ideas are born, are taken to
fruition and then they evolve
into new ones. The world has
seen many ages and ideas with
them: such as the age and idea
of faith, the age and idea of
reason, the idea of democracy,
interspersed with the idea of
socialism including Marxism and
the idea of free market capitalism,
the information and knowledge
age and so on. Many of these
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ideas are still current while some
have lost their appeal. If there is
one idea whose time has come
during our lifetime and is in fact
maturing fast, it is the idea of
gender equality and women’s
rights. The idea has actually
begun to embrace all spheres of
life. Whether it is the civil and
political spheres or the social,
cultural and economic spheres
or even the economic subset of
what we refer to as the corporate
world, globally, gender equality is
fast being acknowledged as both
a goal in itself and the means and
sine qua non for all other goals.
There cannot be true civil and
political rights as long as gender
based discriminations exist. There
cannot be real democracy as long
as women do not participate
in decision-making in equal
partnership with men. When
women are involved in decision
making, priorities, perspectives,
indeed the very vision changes,
reflecting the needs of all members
of society, not just of men. Non-
discrimination is a fundamental
human rights principle.
Experience from conflict countries
shows that women can act as key
mediators and peace builders if
given the opportunity. Keeping
half of humanity under developed
and their talents under utilized
acts as a drag on economic growth
and development. The World
Bank shows that of all the factors
responsible for China’s rapid
rise, the biggest contribution has
been from women’s increased
participation in the labor market.
The Bank further estimates that
raising female employment to



men’s levels can significantly
increase a country’s GDP: for
example by 34% in Egypt and 12%
in UAE. The share of women in
senior management roles globally
is only 24 percent. Research
done by McKinsey and Company
has shown that companies that
have more women in senior
management  positions  also
perform better with the bottom
line improving significantly.
Leadership styles and behavior
displayed by women improve
several dimensions of a company’s
performance. Higher levels of
education for women lead to
healthier families. The moral and
strategic imperatives for gender
equality are compelling, and yet
the reality is still a far cry.

As a New York Times article had
pointed out (February 2013), in
the US even in 1963 most people
did not believe gender equality
was possible or for that matter
desirable. People still thought that
women were meant to be mothers
and wives and not career women
in the market place. Universal
adult suffrage in the US became a
reality only in 1965. Till the 1970s
many Ivy League Colleges (with
the possible exception of Cornell
University) did not admit women.
But in 50 years these notions
have been completely turned on
their head with people’s opinions
and mindsets being largely
transformed. According to the
WEF’s Global Gender Gap Report
2014 which looks at four sets of
indices relating to (a) economic
participation and opportunity,
(b) educational attainments,

(¢) health and survival, and (d)
political empowerment, the US
ranks fairly high at rank 20 out of
142 countries.

India, however, provides a
paradox. As early as in the
nineteenth century social reform
movement in Bengal led by
Rammohan Roy and Vidyasagar,
the women’s question was central
to the reform agenda, starting a
debate on the question, which
has lasted two centuries and
continues even today. One of the
world’s most vibrant women’s
movements has grown around
this question. The Constituent
Assembly debates were vocal
on the issues of equal rights for
women and men and even for the
inclusion of women as a category
for which affirmative action is
desirable. The fifteen women
members of the Assembly, almost
65 years ago, could anticipate
issues of gender equality and
gender justice and together
with the visionary men who sat in
the Assembly with them, gave us
a Constitution which enshrines
all these principles including
the provisions of affirmative
action, to redress the burden of
historical wrongs.

And yet, in today’s India,
patriarchyis deep and unrelenting,
violence against women and girls
is pervasive, discrimination rife,
even before birth, resulting in
female feticide and female sex
selection, women’s participation
in the formal market place low,
most women workers finding
place in the informal sector and
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“As early as in the
nineteenth century
social reform
movement in
Bengal led by
Rammohan Roy
and Vidyasagar the
women’s question
was central to the
reform agenda”

so on: the list goes on. It is no
wonder that India ranks as low
as 114 in the World Economic
Forum Report. It gives India a
score of 0.646 (0.00=inequality;
1.00=equality) overall, with low
scores in major areas of inequality
such as economic participation
(female labor force participation
being 30% compared to 84%
for men), political participation
(women’s  representation in
parliament being only 11% despite
33% representation in Panchayat
and Municipal bodies thanks to
the 73rd and 74th Constitutional
amendments). That is not to say
that progress has not been made.
In school and tertiary education
enrolment, there has been
considerable progress to bridge
the gap. In terms of survival, life
expectancy at birth has improved,
pushing females slightly above
males, as is the overall global
trend. This, however, is marred
by the sex ratio at birth, where
India along with China, South
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“Raising a voice
does not mean
student agitation. It
means scholarship
and intellectual
questioning, it means
campus debate; it
means activism”

Korea and Yemen defy global
trends by having fewer females
than males, distortions caused

by son preference and sex
selective  abortions, pointing
to what Amartya Sen calls
the phenomenon of “missing

women”. The Gender Gap report
doesn't include the issue of
safety and security and it’s no
guess how India would fare if
these were included.

In less than a year from now the
world, under the leadership of
the UN General Assembly, will
adopt what are being called the
Post 2015 Development Agenda:
a set of minimum development
goals, indicators and benchmarks
which will define the development
agenda of all 193 member nations
of the United Nations. Gender
Equality and the Empowerment of
Women will definitely constitute
key principles, goal(s) and targets
of this Agenda. It is clear today
that the world, and indeed India
cannot progress without these.
We cannot progress by leaving
behind half of India.

While a lot needs to be done,
does Presidency have a role?
People’s mindsets need to be
changed, public institutions need
to be engendered, market access
and market rewards need to be
more equitable, power relations
and that symptom of power
relations, violence against women
simply because they are women,
confronted and redressed, equal
access to social, economic and
cultural  resources  ensured,
decision making processes need
to be made more equitable and
stereotypes  questioned  and
replaced where necessary. In
all this what, if anything, can
a premier institution like
Presidency be expected to do?

The role of Presidency College
(i.e. Hindu College) in the
nineteenth century reform
and Young Bengal movements
is all too well known. Less
acknowledged and  perhaps
more vilified is its role in the
nineteen sixties and seventies
when the College emerged as a
strong voice against inequality
and exploitation. While politics,
campus violence and eventually
hijacking by anti social elements
soon drowned saner voices, there
is no denying that the College
had orchestrated a clamor for a
more equal and a more just world.
It stopped short, however with
questions of economic inequality
and class based exploitation: it
did not explore the intersection
of gender and caste. Although
this writer has been away from
Kolkata for almost three decades
and away from the country for
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more than a decade, he is unaware
of any major engagement of
the college: its faculty or
its students in the women’s
movement or in the clamor for
gender equality. If there had
been one, it was perhaps not
loud enough. During the
Nirbhaya rape case, Presidency
(by then a University in its
own right) was deafeningly
silent. There have been cases of
gender-based atrocities in West
Bengal too, but did Presidency
raise its voice?

Raising a voice does not mean
student agitation. It means
scholarship and intellectual
questioning; it means campus
debate; it means activism. Today
as a University, Presidency has
the opportunity to make a real
difference in many ways. It
can start a stand-alone women
and gender studies department
instead of relegating it to a corner
of the department of sociology.
There are many such departments
in top universities of the US acting
as a rallying point for scholarship,
debate and activism. Presidency
has a brilliant faculty and many
lady members too. It has the
wherewithal to make this change.
It can consciously stimulate debate
and discussion amongst students;
it can generate important research
on the issue; it can make gender
studies a regular course to
pursue; and it can create a hub
of feminist activism.

Universities, and the best ones
amongst them, have been
instruments of social change in



history. But this means making
a choice to be out there: moving
away a little bit from comfort
zones. Universities can’t be ivory
towers. I am sure in its own life
since Presidency started as a
college, its tower has often been
breached with collisions and
reality checks with the outside
world, be that politics or conflict
and I suspect gender issues

have also sometimes been
responsible for making this
breach. I don't know what
these moments were: those

in Presidency and those who
have studied the institution will
know better. Even if they haven't,
given the moral and strategic
importance of the issue, shouldn’t
Presidency make a choice and
take up the intellectual mantle of
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this cause, at least in the state?
Gender equality is one of the
defining challenges of our era.
Presidency can’t just sit this
one out.

Alumnus (Economics/1968-71)

Senior Advisor to
UN Women, New York
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The State and The
Individualist Society

SWARAJBRATA SENGUPTA

t was Machiavelli, the most

consistent and  fearless

exponent of Renaissance
secularism, who first placed the
state, the political organization
of society, above the church,
converting the latter into an
instrument of state policy. The
Greek ‘polis’ was the society,
the church and the state at the
same time. Since the European
Renaissance the state came to
be regarded as an autonomous
human institution having nothing
to do with the divine order. The
state acquired sovereignty over all
other institutions in order to pull
down the hierarchical structure of
the mediaeval functional society
with God’s ministers on the top of
it. Mancametoberegarded asmore
than merely the functional unit of
an organic society; he became the
individual with limitless creative
potentialities, free to enter into
a contract with other individuals
to form a society on terms of
complete equality of status and
freedom of initiative. Thus the
mediaeval organic society with
its unalterable stratification gave
place to the modern individualist

society based on the consent of its
constituent members who reserve
the inalienable right to change its
form and structure.

But the change did not take place
all at once. The individualist
society was actually born under
the patronage of a centralised
power symbolised by the absolute
monarch. The sanction of this
arbitrary concentration of power
was, curiously enough, sought in
the rationality of man. Hobbes
stressed the human origin of
society and held that men acted
reasonably only once in the dim
past in agreeing to surrender
all power to the state for their
protection. Hobbes denied men
capacity in managing public affairs
owing to an alleged tendency,
inherent in them, to thrive at the
expense of their fellow beings.
In other words, men behaved
reasonably only under the threat
of coercion and this wonderful
piece of practical wisdom was the
invention of human intelligence.
Man was, in fact, still afraid to be
free. He must, then, have in the
absolute monarch a mortal god on
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earth, so that he might feel secure
and safe. But the difficulty was
that the mortal god showed his
feet of clay all too soon. Attempts
were then made to limit the
arbitrary power of the state, i.e. its
sovereignty. The history of liberal
democratic political thought is
indeed the history of the attempts
made in curbing the arbitrary
power of the political institution
over all other social institutions
and in resolving the dichotomy
between the supra-legal state and
the individualist society.

Hugo Grotius sought torestrict the
power of the state by subjecting
it to the sovereign principle
of jus naturale. Jus naturale
expressed itself in jus gentium,
the law of humanity embodied
in the fundamental rights of man
common to all nations. They are
consonant with reason and are
examples of distributive justice on
which all societies are based. The
more important of these rights
are the rights to life, property
and family. The state must,
then, take Natural Law as the
criterion in adjusting all national
and international relations.
War is permissible only when
these rights are violated by a
particular nation.

The chief defect of this doctrine
of the Rule of Natural Law is that
Natural Law is not natural but
normative and teleological. Not
all can be trusted to act according
to their sense of Natural Law;
the majority of men is not in
a position to appreciate its
value and importance in social
relationship. The initiative was
therefore left to an enlightened



minority, who alone could be
trusted to act in accordance with
Natural Law. All human beings
are rational, but because some
human beings are more rational
than others, Natural Law had to be
an imposition on the majority by
an elitocracy dictating the affairs
of the state. The Rule of Law was
to be, in actual practice, the rule of
the Sovereign elitocracy, whether
it was the court or the parliament.

Locke refused to submit to the
Sovereignty of Natural Law so
far as morals were concerned. He
added one more right to the list
formulated by Grotius, viz. the
right to the liberty of conscience.
Liberty implied absence of all
social restraints on the individual’s
pursuit of God as well as allegiance
to his own conscience and
through conscience to the Divine
Law. Politically he upheld the
rule of the English Common Law
to be reinforced by Natural Law
on the plea of bridging the gulf
between the elite and the ordinary
members of the community. What
is actually meant was that Locke
preferred conventionalism of the
Customary Laws to the implicit
radicalism of the doctrine of
Natural Law. He claimed liberty
in spiritual matters and denied it
even to an enlightened few in the
realm of politics. The father of
liberalism split Sovereignty by way
of curbing the omnicompetence
of the secular state and thus
prepared the ground for a
hiatus and uneasy compromises
between conformity to social
conventions and  individual
liberty. And when individual
liberty was extended to the
economic sphere, the Sovereignty

of the state was seriously
undermined. Subsequently craze
for liberty which actually meant
individual Sovereignty led to
the growth of the powerful anti-
statist movements impatient
of all forms of institutional
discipline in politics. Logically the
doctrine of individual Sovereignty
does lead to anarchism of one
kind or another.

French Endopaedists and English
Utilitarians tried to rectify liberal
ambivalence by  discarding
Locke’s institutionist view of
morals and laying down a positive
science of secular morality based
on the study of human nature as it
actuallyis. Self-interest as opposed
to conscience was considered to
be the ruling principle of human
conduct. Man seeks satisfaction of
his passions and impulses through
acquisition of power and property.
Even altruism is nothing more
than enlightened self-interest.
What Hobbes condemned as
anti-social was regarded by
Bentham as socially beneficial.
The acquisitive propensity should
be given free play in order that
man can attain happiness. Reason
is only instrumental to that end
which is universally followed and
should be followed. Ethically this
desire to possess is much more
than a mere propensity; it is the
“Incentive’, a sort of gravitational
force that induces harmony in the
manifold and conflicting impulses
of man. Given the stability in
the moral life of the individual
due to the continuous increase
of his pleasure of possession,
social welfare which is the sum
total of the pleasures enjoyed
by individuals severally follows
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“All human beings
are rational, but
because some
human beings are
more rational than
others, Natural

Law had to be an
imposition on the
majority by an
elitocracy dictating
the affairs of the
state. The Rule of
Law was to be, in
actual practice, the
rule of the Sovereign
elitocracy, whether it
was the court or the
parliament”

automatically. And social welfare
will lead to peace and order in
social relationships.

The political implication of such
an ethical theory is the transfer
of Sovereignty from the Natural
Law to the Compulsive principle
of acquisition. The result was
that the legal experts lost power
to the great masters of property,
i.e. the business class. Material
resources increased due to
increased production; with the
increase in production, social
inequalities increased and the
society became divided against
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itself. With the rejection of the
principle of distributive justice,
the state was converted into
an instrument of big business
interest. Then the other interests
combined for a trial of strength
with the propertied groups and
the society became a battle-
ground of various interest groups
thirsting for the monopoly of
power and profits. The wheel had
turned full circle; the civil society
in many countries dissolved into a
veritable ‘State of Nature’. Secular
liberalism, consistently followed,
leads to fatalistic anarchism and
is patently incompatible with
political justice.

Admirable as the attempt of
the eighteenth century liberals
was towards secularising ethics
and bridging the gulf between
politics and morals, they signally
failed in their attempt primarily
because they misread human
nature and assumed, quite
arbitrarily, one of the human
propensities to be the sovereign
unifying principle of human
conduct. They had to fall back
on the fiction of the compulsive
principle of acquisition once
they had relegated reason or the
realm of choice to a secondary
place. In their revolt against
teleological rationalism, they
threw the baby out with the
bathwater. They failed to
dissociate reason from taleos and
even if they did they completely

misunderstood its nature and
confounded it with discursive
reasoning. Being influenced by the
cosmology of classical physics they
invented the theory of ‘Incentive’,
a psychical equivalent of the
gravitational force that induces
cosmic harmony, and imagined
that man attains moral harmony
acting under the incentive of
acquisition, the motivating force
of human actions. Apart from
the disastrous moral and social
consequences of this secular
fatalism, the very hypothesis of
a compulsive principle inducing
universal harmony has been
rendered untenable in the light
of the recent progress of
knowledge in the fields of physics
and phychology.

The new physics has completely
revolutionised materialistic
cosmology. It has finally rejected
the notion of a transcendental
Force inducing cosmic harmony
through the imposition of
immutable laws. This concept of
‘Force’, that last relic of animistic
fatalism, has caused tremendous
intellectual confusion among
the nineteenth century social
and biological thinkers. We still
hear people speak of ‘Social
Forces’,  ‘Productive  Forces’,
‘Historical Forces’, ‘Will Force’,
‘Life Force’, etc. According to New
physics, everything moves in its
natural track in relation to a
particular field or configuration
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of which it constitutes a part.
Cosmic harmony is the outcome
of the natural motions of things
within the cosmos. There is no
extraneous agency imposing
harmony on the cosmos. Cosmic
laws, too, are not immutable;
they evolve with the self-evolving
cosmos. Laws are approximate
descriptions of the patterns of
the behavior of things and are
therefore eminent in the physical
universe. In other words, reason
is but the manifestation of
physical nature.

Once the dichotomy of reason
and nature 1is resolved, the
antithesis between human will
and intelligence  disappears.
Intelligence harmonises
conflicting desires of men and is
much more than mere discursive
reasoning and much too different
from a mere instrument to psychic
compulsions. On the human level
reason becomes conscious of
its own patterns and is termed
Intelligence. Intelligence abstracts
and correlates ideas and opens
up alternative possibilities of
behavior. Man is free because
man alone has succeeded in
evolving a realm of choice by
virtue of his being an intelligent
entity in nature.

Ex Professor,
Dept. of Bengali (1986-95)
Presidency College



ISIS: The Latest

Scourge

BISWAJIT DUTTA

ith the kaleidoscopic

developments on the

ISIS scene, one might
wonder whether it is just a passing
phase or deserving a greater
attention. The focus of this piece
will be on its rise and potential
international repercussions.

ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq and
Syria) started as an al Quaeda
splinter group to create a Sunni
state based on Sharia laws across
Iraq and Syria and presently
controls vast areas of north & west
Iraq and east Syria.

The major danger of ISIS lies in
its methods. It has proved itself
to be one of the most brutal
organized forces in recent times
claiming to establish a state. The
modus operandi include public
executions through hanging,
firing squads and beheading
(of white journalists and aid
workers), using women & children
as mercantile sex slaves, Nazi style
‘ethnic cleansing’, extermination
of certain minority communities
like Yazidis unless they convert
to Islam, one of the methods

being setting ablaze entire villages
(Kotan etc.) and burning alive
men, women and children. 60000
Yazidis fled to Sinjan mountains
and were starved to death. In
Tal Afar prison thousands were
executed. Hundreds of Kurdish
schoolboys have been abducted.

Violent attempt to carve out a
new state is not rare in modern
history; but the intensity of the
brutality of their methods is, and
that calls for global attention to
this scourge. ISIS is a recent group
led by Abu Bakr-al Baghdadi who
parted ways with Al Zarqawi, the
a Quaeda leader. Success came
rapidly, Mosul and Tikrit were
captured. Baghdadi declared
himself a Caliph and in Syria they
moved upto Deir Ezzor. They
started with extortion and robbery
but later captured oilfields in Iraq.
They are reported to be having an
army 30000-strong but very well-
armed and driven. 800 of them
drove away 30000 Iraqi troops
defending Mosul.

Their quick spread of influence
is alarming. To crush any such

99

AUTUMN ANNUAL

force, a dispassionate analysis of
the historical factors facilitating
the rise is needed. The relative
importance attached to each
factor is, of course, a matter of
ideological inclination. First, the
historical conflict between the
Shias and Sunnis. After the Battle
of Siffin (658AD), the betrayal and
assassination of Ali, the Prophet’s
son-in-law by Muwaiya’s
(Prophet’s brother-in-law) men,
led to the concept of Imamat,
followed by Shias, that is, only
those in the lineage of Prophet
Muhammad, can govern Muslims,
which is not shared by the Sunnis
who accept other Caliphs or
interpreter of Quran and leader
of the Muslims.

Second, the justifiable pride
of the Iraqis in their ancient
civilization dating back 5000
years BC, the home of Akkaden,
Sumerian, Babylonian and
Assyrian civilizations, was hit
over and over again, by Mongol
chief Hulagu Khan in 1258, by
Tamer Lane in 101, but never as
nastily as by George Bush, who
could find no connection between
Saddam and weapons of mass
destruction (WMD) or al Quaeda,
but whose war immensely
benefitted  manufacturers  of
WMD,  United Technologis
selling weapons worth $4 bn to
Pentagon, General Dynamics $9
bn, Northrop Grumnan $12bn,
Raytheon $12bn (total $680bn).
The value of reconstruction paid
by Iraq was $100bn and annual
value of oil produced by Iraq was
$20bn. Paul Krugman called
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“...the level of conflict
between Islam
and Christianity
over time has
been influenced
by demographic
growth and
decline, economic
developments,
technical changes
and intensity

of religious
commitments”

Iraq war “the worst scandal in
American political history, worse
than Watergate, worse than Iran
contra.” No wonder Iraqi youth
would support may support a
movement that can be effectively
vengeful against USA.

We go back to intra-Islam
conflicts. ISIS ideas and methods
can be traced back to Wahhabism.
The venomous Islamic scholar
of 18th century and first king of
Saudi Arabia, Ibn Saud, joined
forces to spread a radical
puritanism to subjugate Bedouin
tribes though banditry, murder
and rape and condemnation of
any other views within Islam as
un-Islamic. Non-Islamic societies
castigated as corrupt,
decadent, immoral, irreligious but
seductive and hence deserving to
be destroyed.

were

Further, USA backed former Iraqi
PM Nouri al Maliki’s exclusive
policies forced Sunnis to join
ISIS. Sahwa (Awakening) leader
Mashhadani sided with the
US against al Quaeda but was
executed by Nourie against UN
chief Ban-ki-Moon’s caution.
Remember, during Saddam’s
time Shia-Sunni split was never
prominent as he knew he was
ruling a Shia majority country,
though himself a Sunni.

One view is that the corruption,
inefficiency = and  sometimes
brutal use of power by some
secular dictators and suppression
democratic Islamic movements
asking merely for better and
honest governance or even
class struggle of oil workers in
Libya attracted disgruntled young
Muslims to extremism.

Nevertheless, I strongly feel the
Western bias of looking at all
conflicts through the prism of cold
war and finding the movements
against the secular dictators
as an aspiration for freedom,
is misplaced. The jeans-clad
young women who came out in
thousands to the streets to bring
down the dictatorships, did not
realize—nor did their Western
backers—that they regime they
were installing, will one day pull
down their jeans for lashing and
will stone them to death for the
crime of getting raped.

The  analysis of  Samuel
Huntington as to the clash
between Christian and Islamic
civilizations eminently deserves
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recollection in this context,
though the clash has spread both
within (Islam) and without. He
summarises, “the level of conflict
between Islam and Christianity
over time has been influenced
by demographic growth and
decline, economic developments,
technical changes and intensity
of religious commitments.” Two
of his points deserve special

mention: “Muslim population
growth has generated large
number of unemployed and

disaffected people who become
recruits to Islamic causes, exrt
pressure on neighbouring societies
and migrate to the West.” Further,
“the collapse of Communism
remove a common enemy of the
West and Islam and left each as
the perceived major threat to the
other.” The lynching and public
hanging of the Afghan President
Najibullah had much more in
it than the obviously horrifying
brutality. And his prophecy:
“The 20th century conflict
between Liberal democracy and
Marxism-Leninism is only a
fleeting and superficial historical
phenomenon compared to the
continuing and deeply conflicting
relation between Islam and
Christianity.”

In the ultimate analysis, power
attracts young minds and
frequently the purpose becomes
irrelevant; more so, when
the education is limited and
lopsided. Ghetto-like existence,
unemployment and a type of
madrasa education play a major

role. Al Quaeda is a remote



conspiratorial  group talking
of sacrifice in this world and
salvation only in death, whereas
ISIS promises money, power, in
fact rule, and women.

We finally turn to the spread of
the toxic influence. Al-Shabab of
Somalia who have just murdered
36 quarry non-muslim quarry
workers, Boko haram of Nigeria
whose leader Shekan recently
jokingly referred to his marrying
all the kidnapped schoolgirls
and then sending them off as
sex slaves to other countries,
Ansar bayt al-Maqdis of Egypt,

al Quaeda of Yemen, city of
Derna in Libya and at our
doorsteps the Bangladesh
mujahidins whose posters were
found with a splinter group of
Indian mujahidins proclaiming
to establish an Islamic state
across West Bengal, Bangladesh
and Assam. The imminence
of the danger need not be
overemphasized.

The word leaders took years to
realize the need to stand together
against Nazzism and Fascism
and the price was paid not by
Chamberlain or Stalin but by
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the common people of Europe.
Although right now ISIS appears
to be on the backfoot, the latest
news being the arrest of wife and
son of Baghdadi in Lebanon, let
us hope the world leaders today
glossing over other conflict of
interests will see the potential
danger unite to nip this scourge
in the bud.

Alumnus (Economics/1968-71)

Ex Chief Commissioner —
Customs, Central Excise and
Income Tax
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A Quiet Word 1n for

the Fathers

JAYANTA RAY

You will find that if you really try to be a father, your child will meet

you halfway. — Robert Brault

Prologue
rom Mother Nature to
Mother Goddess, we
celebrate motherhood,

as it should be. There is none so
universal an icon of love and care
as is the mother. From rodents
to reptiles, from primates to
a plumage rich avian, it is the
mother of every species which
carries the burden of parenthood.
We wonder, admire and wax
eloquent at this highest form of
self-effacing love. There are more
works on motherhood in fields
of literature and visual arts than
one can enumerate. Celluloid
worldwide has captured more
moving images of the mother-
offspring bonding than movie
critics could count. Finally, we all
know our own mothers and love
her, so there is no argument there.

It gets a little uneasy when
we consider the paternal side
to parenting. We tread with
trepidation here in this most grey

zone. Most fathers in the animal
kingdom shirk the duties of
fatherhood, and the human world
is replete with inhuman instances
of wayward dads. All this is
frightening, and a lame premise
to even attempt a treatise on the
weaker parent.

But attempt we must, or the
unsung fathers, millions of them
from the beginning of creation,
would never sleep in their graves.
Fathers do play a part in bringing
up a child, at least most of them
do. So why not talk about it a
little? After all, as said in the
movie Honey I Blew Up The Kid,
“Fathers are fun. But mothers
mean business.” Why not talk
about the fun thing?

“It is much easier to become
a father than to be one.”
— Kent Nerburn

ACT I, SCENE 1:

[A hospital room. A female
patient sleeps. A hapless gent
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is holding a newborn as if it is
a brittle toy]

A little girl was born to a mother
who was under sedation after
her C-section for two days. The
newborn girl was handed over
to a totally nervous father who
had not held an infant ever. The
hospital nurses were of very little
help. The dad held the delicate
newborn in the crook of his arm,
as the paediatrician showed, and
walked around the small patient
chamber, looking pleadingly at his
still sedated wife. But she couldn’t
help in her dazed sleep, inundated
in wires of medical origin. He was
afraid tositonthesofalest the child
started crying. He noticed that
constant and rhythmic movement
kept the child happy. After two
hours, he started humming a song
to himself to dent the deafening
silence in the room. The child
seemed happy at the song. Her
head was nestled next to where
the dad’s heart was, and she dozed
off contentedly to the steady tick-
tack of her father’s heart. For two
days at a stretch, this “mothering”
activity by the father continued,
from feeding milk from a bottle
to changing of nappies to helping
her to break wind. The father
learnt quickly as he did things for
the first time. This was an “on the
job training” if there ever was one.
The recurrent song, a particularly
melodious Rabindrasangeet, by
then was a leitmotif to her first
two days at life.

K¥k¥X

Fathers, like mothers, are not
born. Men grow into fathers and



fathering is a very important
stage in their development.
— David Gottesman

ACT I, SCENE 2:

[Three years later. An
apartment; the same gent,
now a bit older, is running
around after a child, pleading
with her to finish her meal.
The child is the infant from
Scene 1, now grown.]

The girl child started her pre-
school. They were now away
from their home city, without a
backup of relatives. At the same
time, her mother took up a job
to share the added expenses. It
was a marketing job all six days a
week, without a work-from-home
option. They tried a créche after
school. The child could not adjust.
The créche expressed helplessness
as she threw tantrums. He had an
IT job, so he took the work-from-
home option four days a week to
take care of her when she came
back from school. One day in
the week she went grudgingly to
créche after school. Saturday was
fun day for the little girl, because
dad and daughter played at the
park all evening. They ate out
and played word games at home.
There were story sessions and
they religiously picked her mother
from work at 8 pm.

In those weeks of mothering a little
girl, the dad learnt to admire all
mothers better than all literature
or movies could teach him. The
immediacy of caring for a little
one, of carrying out vital functions
like cooking, feeding, ablutions

were greater teachers than “Do
It Yourself” books. The ivory
tower of traditional fatherhood,
of being the provider and the
occasional teacher, was shattered.
In a fortunate reversal of roles, a
father was learning to be a mother,
and how! Only fathers know how
difficult and alien it is to play
mom to your children. Moms are
born to multi-task. Dads aren’t.
When your boss pings you, your
girl is pleading for a bedtime story
before she settles in to siesta. Of
course the dad messed up in more
ways than one. Surely there were
SOS calls to the mom for advice,
step by excruciating step of basic
child care had to be narrated to
him. Many a time the daughter
wailed, “I wish mother was here
instead of you!” This crushed the
dad, but he became more resolute
to succeed. Fathers, by definition,
don’t make good mothers. But the
spectre of an alien créche made
the dad-daughter duo try harder
at their bonding, and slowly it all
fell in place. When her vacation
came around, he would take her
to work, and she would sit next to
him in a workstation and sketch
pictures from her dad’s bedtime
stories. On the drive back home,
she would sleep nestled on his
chest, as was her wont.

SOS calls stopped. The mom was
confident that her hubby didn’t
need help. The last pinnacle of
stereotypes was being busted.
The dad started googling
recipes meant for children. On
weekends, he would turn out
dishes the daughter relished.
Cooking was a new medium, but
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“Fathers, like
mothers, are not
born. Men grow into
fathers and fathering
is a very important
stage in their
development.

— David Gottesman”

he learnt quickly. The daughter’s
appreciation was the incentive
that goaded him on.

FX*

“It is admirable for a man to
take his son fishing, but there is
a special place in heaven for the
father who takes his daughter
shopping.” — John Sinor

ACT I, SCENE 3:

[Eight years after scene 1. An
apartment. The same gent,
now considerably older, is
playing with dolls, under the
scrutiny of a rather strict
eight-year-old girl. The girl is
the infant from Scene 1, now
grown into a little lady.]

Eight years have elapsed since
that day, and the little big girl
can’t go to sleep unless her head
is rested against her dad’s left
chest, listening to the steady
tick-tack of her dad’s heartbeat.
He has to sing the same
Rabindrasangeet as a lullaby.
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She bathes with her dad, and
her special breakfasts have to be
cooked up by him.

As his daughter grew, he learnt
to see the world as a small girl
would. The rough and tumble
games of his own childhood got
replaced by playing mother to
dolls. He became a “keeper of
secrets” for the girl. The two
of them went shopping for her
wardrobe replenishment. He
learnt to explore, discover and
then express the feminine side
of his personality. A product of
a strict catholic all boys’ hostel,
the learning curve was playing
truant for the father. But he
tried manfully to express the
woman in him.

* K%

There’s something like a line of
gold thread running through
a man’s words when he talks

to his daughter, and gradually
over the years it gets to be long
enough for you to pick up in your
hands and weave into a cloth
that feels like love itself. —John
Gregory Brown

ACT I, SCENE 4:

[Eight years after scene 1. An
apartment; the same gent,
now considerably older, is
clapping appreciatively as
the little lady hands over a
greetings card and chocolates
to a lady.The little girl is
the infant from Scene 1,
now grown into a little
lady. The lady is the patient
from Scene 1. The greetings
card says, “Happy Mother’s
Day”.]

And he is trying. Still. Award

brownie points to fathers who
try, shall we? Shall we remember
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the unsung fathers, a day after
Mother’s Day?

“Thousands at his bidding speed,

And post o’er land and ocean
without rest; They also serve
who only stand and wait.” — John
Milton

Epilogue:

Mothers are the champions
who are among these speeding
thousands and they rest not.
Fathers also serve in their own
quiet way, shirking the limelight
and facilitating the mothers. Let
us remember their contribution in
our lives. Please?

Alumnus (English/1988-91)

Senior Technical Editor
at Orga Systems



The ‘war heroines’ of
Bangladesh:

NAYANIKA MOOKHERJEE

uring the

significant End Sexual

Violence in  Conflict
(https://www.gov.uk/
government/topical-events/
sexual-violence-in-conflict)
Summit in London (10-13
June 2014), I talked to Zainab
Bangura, Special Representative
of the Secretary-General on
Sexual Violence in Conflict. I
asked her about the absence of
Bangladesh’s history of wartime
rape during the 1971 war within
the summit discussions and
fringe  programmes. Madam
Bangura responded by saying that
“Bangladesh is not a conflict.” I
was surprised to hear this response
and replied that a war crimes
tribunal is currently in place in
Bangladesh where persons have

historically

been given death sentences for
their role in perpetrating rape
during the liberation war in 1971.
The summit takes the Bosnia
conflict of 1992 as the starting
point in terms of the history
of wartime rape even though
the legal proceedings related
to Bosnia are over while the
Bangladesh war crimes tribunal is
currently ongoing. So I wondered
what constitutes as ‘not a conflict’
for the organizers of the summit.
As an anthropologist researching
on this topic, my attempt here
is to highlight the important
lessons of the history of wartime
rape during the Bangladesh war
of 1971 and how its post-conflict
developments can provide
templates for those dealing with
the issue of ending sexual violence
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during conflict situations. Instead
of being a summit without history,
or a history which starts with
Bosnia, it would be helpful for
the summit organizers to look at
historical precedents of this issue
and to learn from the Bangladesh
case how differently it dealt with
the issue of wartime rape.

In 1947, the independence of
India from British colonial rule
resulted in the partition of India
by carving out the eastern and
north-western corners of the
country, which came to be known
as East and West Pakistan. With
vast differences of culture and
language — and distrustful of
the religious allegiance of East
Pakistanis — over the years the
West  Pakistani = Government
imposed various administrative,
linguistic, military, civil and
economic controls over East
Pakistan. This led to the nine-
month-long liberation war in
1971 leading to the formation of
independent Bangladesh. The new
state was faced with an estimated 3
million dead and 200,000 women
raped (official and contested
statistics) (Brownmiller 1975) by
the Pakistani army and Razakars
(local Bengali collaborators) in a
span of nine months.

Six days after the war ended, on
23 December 1971, instead of
consigning the issue of wartime
rape to silence, the Bangladesh
Government publicly referred to
the women raped as birangonas

1 Various sources have cited the number of dead as between 30,000/1 million/3 million [See Chaudhury (1972), http://www.
virtualbangladesh.com/history/holocaust.html, Totten (et al ed. 1997]. Similarly, the number of women raped vary between
100,000/200,000 (Brownmiller 1975)/400,000 (the number stated by an Australian doctor Geoffrey Davis in Banglar Bani,
Genocide Issue, December 1972; Hasan 2002). See Brownmiiller, S. “Bangladesh”, In Against Our Will: Men, Women and Rape,
London: Secker & Warburg, 1975: 78-86; Mohaiemen, N. “Flying Blind: Waiting for a Real Reckoning on 1971,” Economic and
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“The overall
attempt of the
Bangladesh
Government’s
rehabilitation
programme was to
prevent the
birangonas from
being socially
ostracized”

(war heroines). In the case
of wartime rape this public
pronouncement has been an
internationally = unprecedented
move. The overall attempt of
the Bangladesh Government’s
rehabilitation programme was
to prevent the birangonas
from being socially ostracized.
Women who had become
pregnant as a result of rape had
access to abortion (which was
again globally unprecedented in
1972) or were able to put their
children up for international
adoption (Mookherjee 2007).
These practices of the Muslim’
country of Bangladesh in the early
1970s were radical precursors
to international legislations on
abortion in circumstances of
forced pregnancy adopted in
the 1990s. At the same time, the
government attempted to marry

off the ‘war-heroines’ or provided
them with vocational training
so that they could secure jobs.
Overall, the main objective of the
rehabilitation programme was
to address the sheer logistical
aspect of the large number of
raped women to be absorbed
into the new nation.

Behind these extensive
programmes of rehabilitation, lay
the suffering of innumerable ‘war-
heroines’ and the choices they
had been confronted with, which
influenced their life trajectory.
Women aborted their babies,
kept their babies or gave them
up for adoption. Some women
were married off through the
government’s programmes. Other
women demanded government
jobs. Women were accepted by
their families or lived in women’s
hostels, working in various
government jobs. They might
have married a sensitive man
or they might have encountered
the nightmare of being rebuked
after marriage. Some were
ostracised within a political
economy of shame and honour.
Others continued to live with
their husbands with whom
they were married when they
were raped. So the impact of
the rehabilitation programme
had varied effects on the lives
of the women raped during the
Bangladesh war of 1971.

The issue of rape during the

war was widely reported in the
Bangladeshi press from December
1971 until mid-1973.  During
the fifteen years of military rule
(1975-1990) it was relegated
to oblivion in government and
journalistic consciousness. Since
the 1990s there has been a focus
by Bangladeshi feminist and
human rights activists on how
to address the unresolved issue
of wartime rape of 1971 and the
need to document testimonies
of war-heroines (Akhtar et al
2001). So for the last twenty
years life trajectories of various
birangona women from different
class backgrounds have been
documented in  Bangladesh.
Today, a famous sculptor,
Ferdousy Priyobhashini, (http://
ferdousypriyabhashiny.weebly.
com/) has also become the public
face of the birangonas. While
there was government and press
silence during the military rule,
the history of rape of 1971 has
remained in the Bangladeshi
public memory as a topic of
literary and visual media (films,
plays, photographs) through the
last forty three years. The public
invocation of wartime rape in
Bangladesh is distinct from the
commonly held assumption
that there has been a complete
silence about this issue within
the communities and nations
concerned.

On 25 March 2009 the Bangladesh
Government set up a war crime

Political Weekly. xIvi, no 36: 40 — 52; Hasan, M.A. Juddho O Nari (War & Women), Dhaka: War Crimes Facts Finding Committee
(Trust) and Genocide Archive & Human Studies Centre, Chaudhury, Kalyan, 2002, Genocide in Bangladesh. Orient Longman,
1972, 157-58; Mookherjee, N. “Available motherhood: Legal technologies, ‘state of exception’ and the dekinning of ‘war babies’ in
Bangladesh,” Special issue, 2007. The state and children's fate: reproduction in traumatic times. Childhood: a journal of global child
research 14[3]), August 2007: 339-354; Totten, S et al eds, Century of Genocide: Eyewitness Accounts and Critical Views. London:

Routledge; 1st edition, 1997; http:

www.virtualbangladesh.com/histo
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tribunal (http://www.bbe.co.uk/
news/world-asia-20970123) to try
people accused of murder, torture,
rape and arson during 1971.
Throughout 2013, six individuals
have been given death penalties,
some on the basis of their role
in wartime rape during 1971 and
in December 2013 one of them
was also executed through death
penalty. In a painful contradiction,
one of the lawyers defending
those accused of wartime rape
during 1971 was present in the
fringe mock trial (http://www.
serenecommaunications.com/

global-summit-to-end-sexual-

violence-in-conflict/) at the
summit voicing his support

for Ending Sexual Violence in
Conflict! His presence angered
many  Bangladeshi  activists
whose voices remained unheard
at the summit. As a result, I joined
aprotest organized by Bangladeshi
cultural activists and academics at
the summit. We stood with our
mouths covered with blacktape
with the message: ‘Where are
Bangladesh’s rape survivors at
this summit?’(Image 1 and 2).

So in terms of planning the next
steps of the End Sexual Violence
in Conflict, the campaigners,
politicians and activists need to
take heed of the past instances of
wartime rape before Bosnia like
the Bangladesh war of 1971. Also,
instead of framing the effects of

sexual violence in conflict only
through fixed and reified notions
of stigma and ostracization, it
is important to take note of the
history and political-economies
of the ‘honour and shame’ often
deemed to be conferred on raped
women. During the summit, the
Libyan representative announced
that the government in Tripoli
was planning a similar campaign
where rape survivors would be
encouraged to come forward so
as to shift the discourse of shame
from them. By considering how
wartime rape has become a
public memory in Bangladesh,
how the raped women were
accorded heroic significance by
the Bangladeshi Government in
1971 and the varied effects that
had on the life trajectory of the
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women raped and their families,
various contemporary  post-
conflict situations like in Libya
can gauge the pros and cons of
the rehabilitation programme
and chart out one which
addresses the real concerns of
survivors of wartime rape.
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The woman as consumer

SUCHARITA SARKAR

“The consumer isn’t amoron; sheis your wife. You insult her intelligence
if you assume that a mere slogan and a few vapid adjectives will
persuade her to buy anything. She wants all the information you can

give her.”

hen legendary

copywriter and

advertising guru David
Ogilvy made this observation, he
was clearly positing three things:

1. He is NOT a ‘wife’ (woman).
He is a man speaking to men.

2. He is NOT a consumer. He is
an advertiser (sales-facilitator)
speaking to sellers.

3. Women consumers need to
be wooed with intelligent
advertising; however, that is
usually not the norm.

What, then, is the norm?
Remember, Ogilvy was writing in
the 1980s, so let’s do a flashback
case-study. Hindustan Lever
Limited launched the aspirational
skincare brand, Fair & Lovely,
in 1978. Throughout the 1980s
and 1990s, the advertisements for
the brand work upon the ‘scarcity
principle’ to woo the Target Group
(TG): middle class Indian women
who want fairer skin. ‘Fair skin’
in India is a pre-requisite for

feminine ‘loveliness’, and it is also
the currency that purchases an
envy-inducing, status-enhancing
marriage to the most eligible
bachelors.

In the last century, ads for Fair &
Lovely, and a dozen other me-too
fairness cream brands, focused
on women getting better-looking/
richer boyfriends/husbands just
because they became fairer by
using that specific product. The
manufacturers and advertisers
assumed that women consumers
lived with only one dream -
getting married to a suitable
husband — like the minor female
charactersin Jane Austen’s novels.
This limiting and often-criticised
approach continues even now.
In 2008, a five-ad campaign for
Pond’s White Beauty unfolded
a lavishly mounted story of how
a handsome but callous hero
(played by Saif Ali Khan) leaves
his faithful but un-‘fair’ girlfriend
and goes off with another ‘fair’
and glamorous woman. Pond’s
White Beauty is the agent that
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changes the fortunes of the loyal,
‘ordinary’ girl (ironically played by
the decidedly out-of-the-ordinary
filmstar, Priyanka Chopra). After
becoming visibly fairer in a matter
of a few weeks, she wins back the
love of the hero (who had left her
so easily just because of the colour
of her skin). The advertisers
obviously assumed that most
women consumers aspire to such
superficial beauty and shallow
love.

Even the names are skin-deep
prescriptions of beauty: ‘lovely’
necessarily means ‘fair’, and
‘beauty’ depends on the ‘white’-
ness factor. But, while a section
of women consumers — mainly
from the middle-class, and mainly
in smaller towns and semi-urban
areas — might be swayed by
blatantly regressive advertising,
there is also a growing number of
more educated, more confident
women consumers who prefer a
different approach.

Which is why Hindustan Lever
Limited positioned its premium
skincare brand, Dove, as ‘Real
Beauty’ — endorsed, in a series of
testimonial-advertisements, by
articulate, confident women who
are comfortable in their own skin.
And even their latest Fair & Lovely
communication has a different
proposition.  ‘Brightness’, and
‘confidence’, rather than mere
fairness, are being sold now, and
beauty is being defined as (also)
an inner quality. In the television
commercial, the girl who uses
Fair & Lovely does not snag a rich
husband, but she lands a career
as an award-winning film actress.
And she is shown as a better



and more grounded person than
the other girl, who is merely fair
and selfish.

As Ogilvy wanted, the woman
consumer is being given a whole
barrage of information, often via
an extended product range for the
same brand. Thus we have Fair
& Lovely Ayurvedic cream, Fair
& Lovely Anti-marks cream, Fair
& Lovely Oil Control gel, Fair &
Lovely Multi-Vitamin cream, Fair
& Lovely Fairness soaps [and, in
a bid to tap the hidden fairness-
obsession of Indian men, Fair &
Lovely Menz Active].

This is a definite shift that reflects
the changing demographics of the
woman consumer — with more
women opting for a career of their
own. Financially-independent
— or otherwise affluent - women
prefer to be given a choice of
products, they are more confident
of their ability to choose for
themselves. However, it seems,
rather than education and
employment being the source of
confidence, female empowerment
still needs the crutch of some
fairness product(s).

This preference for a wide range
of products is directly linked
to another aspect of women as
consumers — shopping. Shopping
may be defined as the search
for the right product, usually
culminating in purchase. It is a
well-worn cliché that a majority
of women love shopping, and
that this obsession causes either
dismay or indulgence in their
male partners.

This premise and its fairy-tale
consequences are worked out

in the series of best-selling
Shopaholic novels by Sophie
Kinsella. Becky Bloomwood, who
is a compulsive shopper but a
‘nice girl’ in the chick-lit-heroine
tradition, undergoes a series
of financial misadventures and
romantic adventures through
the course of (as-yet) five books.
Although she loses jobs, gets into
debt(s), gets a new career as a
personal shopper (channeling
vicarious  shopping pleasure
into a profitable profession),
marries an understanding and
occasionally-dismayed husband,
finds a long-lost frugal sister
and even has a baby (who is
welcomed at birth with her
own exclusive buyer’s charge-
card), what remains constant is
the thrill she experiences when
she is shopping.

For Becky, shopping is an
exhilarating, self-fulfilling
journey. This journey begins
with the mental decision to enter
a shop (“Shops, here I come!”).

As she describes in the first
book, Confessions of a
Shopaholic: “There’s a thrill

about walking into a shop — any
shop — which you can’t beat.
It’s partly the anticipation, partly
the buzzy, welcoming atmosphere,
partly just the lovely newness
of everything.” 2

In this materialistic parody of
the ‘brave new world’, Becky, the
ultimate woman consumer, hunts
down her prey/product with a
keen eye, skilful bargaining and
her weapon — her VISA credit
card. The thrill of the chase, the
pleasure of the search, peaks with
the purchase of the Holy Grail.
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“Financially-
independent — or
otherwise affluent -
women prefer to be
given a choice

of products, they are
more confident of
their ability to choose
for themselves”

And, appropriately for a woman
who is materialistic in the literal
sense, the moment of epiphany is
a tactile one:

“That moment. That instant
when your fingers curl
round the handles of a shiny,
uncreased bag — and all the
gorgeous new things inside it
become yours. What’s it like?
It’s like going hungry for days,
then cramming your mouth full
of warm buttered toast. It’s like
waking up and realizing it’s the
weekend... Everything else is
blocked out of your mind. It’s
pure, selfish pleasure.”

Sophie Kinsella is, of course,
exaggerating. The Shopaholic
series can be read as a tongue-
in-cheek critique of the culture of
excess. In fact, her uncontrolled
shopping habit causes a lot of
“guilt and panic” and lands Becky
in serious financial trouble. But in
Kinsella’s shop-centric fairy-tales,
the heroine always bounces back,
with a smile on her face and a load
of shopping bags on her arm.
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Kinsella’s analysis of the pleasure
of shopping is factually perceptive.
In their paper “Women &
Shopping — An Empirical Study of
Bangalore City”, Dr V. Murugaiah
and Radhika Vishvas come up
with the following reasons why
women consumers shop:

e Leisure activity (Departmental
stores offer a secure and
socially-sanctioned space for
female interaction - like pubs
and bars do for men)

executive of the
home (gives homemakers/
housewives the power of
decision-making; boosts self-
confidence)

e Business

e Opportunity for social
expression (gives a chance to
socialize with peers)

e Natural activity (extension of
feminine self-image — gives
pleasure)

e Draws pleasure from expertise
in shopping (women see
shopping/bargaining as a
useful skill to be displayed and
taken pride in)

e Serious shopper (women
see shopping as serious and

important work; men see
shopping as ‘play’)

e Social image of responsibility
(women shop to care and
provide for their family —
extension of nurturer-role).4

Thus, there are distinct categories
of women consumers. Firstly, there
are consumers who are persuaded
by ‘a few vapid adjectives’ and
promises that play on their
insecurities and desire for social
acceptance. Secondly, there are
women who have more confident
self-images and who prefer
‘information’ and communication
that enhance, and not undermine,
their sense of worth. Both
categories may succumb to
persuasive communication with
an emotional connect.

Women shoppers are also of two
main types. Firstly, there are
prudent, ‘serious’ shoppers who
bargain hard and usually restrict
their purchases to commodities
required by their families,
although the requirements vary
along the social scale. Secondly,
there are extravagant, frivolous
shoppers who buy for the
sake of the mood-uplifting
adrenaline rush, and often end

up in debt or with psychological
addiction-issues.

Whatever be the motive, women
consumers are a major force
in today’s world. As quoted
by Murugaiah and Vishvas, in
the U.S.A and Japan, two of
the world’s leading economies,
“Womenomics” plays a driving
role. Women are the spending
engine that drives the economy.
And India is fast catching up.

Whereas the global economic
forces, the manufacturers and
the advertisers are perhaps
more concerned with women
as purchasers for most women
(as the survey indicates) what
is important is not just being
the end-user of a product, but
the satisfaction gained through
the process of obtaining and
purchasing that product. And,
to go back to Sophie Kinsella’s
unrepentant  heroine,  Becky
Bloomwood, the means, more
often than not, seems to justify
the end.

Alumnus (English/1991-94)

Assistant Professor
D.T.S.S. College of Commerce
Mumbai
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The Crucial Tools for

Discovery

SUNANDA BANERJEE

tudy of “Ultimate Structure

of Matter” was a part of

philosophy in the ancient
days. In early philosophy,
everything was thought to be
from four (five) fundamental
elements: fire, water, earth, air,
(space). Human thinking took a
turn some five hundred years ago
when Galileo Galilei came with
the famous quote: “I attach more
value to finding a fact, even about
the slightest thing, than to long
disputations about the Greatest
Questions that fail to lead to any
truth whatsoever”. This was the
start of modern science where
experimental verification is the
root of any theory. The search for
the ultimate constituent became a
part of Chemistry during the 19th
century. Modern science gave
more insights in this area — atoms,
sub-atoms, sub-sub-atoms, etc.
From Chemistry came out the
discipline of nuclear physics and
finally particle physics.

The structure of matter is studied
using microscopes with the
highest resolving power. High
resolution power implies very
high energy probes — this leads

to particle accelerators. The
principle of these devices is to
accelerate stable charged particles
by passing them through electric
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have remained a probe even in
today’s science. In the laboratory
accelerators are being built from
1930’s onward.

It started with electrostatic
accelerators due to J.D. Cockroft/
E.T.S. Walton, R.J. Van de Graff,
etc. Here the main trick is to
generate very high electrostatic

field with proper insulation.
Oscillating field particle
accelerators then took over.

Again there are many kinds of
such devices: linear accelerators,
cyclotrons (due to E.W. Lawrence
in 1931), synchrotrons (from the
40’s) and finally storage rings
(from 60’s). Figure 1 provides a
history of the past and existing
storage ring facilities showing the

Figure 1: Evolution of storage ring facilities over the past few decades

field. The probes, which are used
to look into structure of matter,
have evolved with time. It started
with cathode rays by William
Crookes in 1870. H. Becquerel
in 1896 used rays coming out of
radioactive decays. Cosmic Rays
discovered by V.F. Hess in 1912
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available centre of mass energies
and the year of commissioning.

The next step is to build powerful
microscopes to examine what the
probes provide. One of the first
techniques used in the detection
method is the use of nuclear
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emulsions. These devices were
used in the early generation of
experiments and are still used
as one of the highest precision
detectors. It is a photographic
plate and is used to record the

trajectories of charged particles.
It consists of a large number of
small crystals of silver halide,
mostly bromide. The sensitivity
to light has allowed silver halides
to become the basis of modern

photographic materials. The first
notable use of the photographic
emulsion  (plates) was the
discovery of radioactivity by Henri
Becquerel in 1896 (see Figure 2).
The radiation emitted by uranium

Figure 2: Schematic diagram of Becquerel’s experiment and emulsion picture for the discovery of pions.

Figure 3: Picture of a cloud chamber and trajectory of positron in Anderson’s experiment

Figure 4: Picture of the Gargamelle bubble chamber and one of the neutral current

candidates as observed in this experiment.
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shared certain characteristics
with X-rays but, unlike X-rays,
this radiation could be deflected
by a magnetic field and therefore
must consist of charged particles.
For his discovery of radioactivity,
Becquerel was awarded the 1903
Nobel Prize for physics. The
emulsion technique was greatly
improved during 1930’s and 40’s
thanks to the group of the Bristol
University led by C.F. Powell.
From the Cosmic-Rays, pion was
detected (see Figure 2) through
its decay into muon and Powell
was awarded the Nobel Prize for
physics in 1950 for his discovery
using nuclear emulsion. Even
today a dedicated experiment to
look for v (neutrino) oscillation
makes use of this technique.

Next came the cloud chambers
(see Figure 3). These are
sealed envelopes containing
supersaturated vapor. A charged
particle while traversing the
medium ionizes the gas and



condensation happens around
the ions. These are operated in
pulsed mode, and cine films are
used to photograph the chamber.
This device was discovered in
1911 by C.T.R. Wilson and he
was awarded the Nobel Prize
in 1927. C. Anderson used it to
discover positron (the first anti-
particle) in 1932. Figure 3 shows
one picture of a positron track as
seen by Anderson. G.D. Rochester
and C.C. Butler discovered
V-particles using cloud chambers
in 1947, which led to the idea
of strangeness.

In 1952 Donald A. Glaser
discovered the bubble chamber for
which he was awarded the Nobel
Prize in 1960. It uses superheated
liquids in a closed vessel. Charged
particles traversing the liquid
will cause centres for boiling.
Once bubbles reach critical size,
they are photographed. Many
hadrons (called resonances)
were discovered during the
1960’s using bubble chambers
which led Gellmann-Zweig to
the idea of the quark model.
These discoveries also brought
Luis Alvarez the Nobel Prize
in 1968. A heavy liquid (freon)
bubble chamber (Gargamelle)
was constructed under the
leadership of Andre Lagarique
and was put into neutrino beam
from proton synchrotron (PS)
at CERN, Geneva in the early
1970’s. The first evidence of
neutral current (carrier of weak
interaction) was observed in this
experiment. This led the Nobel
committee to award Weinberg-
Salam-Glashow the prize but the
experimentalists involved missed
out any recognition.

The Dbasic idea of particle

detection lies in the utilization of
all the processes through which
particles lose energy by traversing
a medium and which can give
rise to some optical or electrical
signal which can be recorded
either on films or on electronic
media. There are large varieties of
modern day detectors: ionization
detectors (in gases or liquids),
scintillators, Cerenkov detectors,
transition radiation detectors, etc.
A modern experiment makes use
of several such detectors to suit
the purpose. There are two basic
ideas of particle detection: (1) to
detect and measure its property
without destroying it (tracking
detectors); (2) completely destroy
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the probability of making Higgs
boson in collisions of protons (or
electrons) was very small. So an
experiment was thought of from
collisions of protons with centre
of mass energy of 7 TeV or above
and requiring a large number
of collisions (several billions).
The site of the experiment was
at the Large Hadron Collider
(LHC) at CERN, Geneva. There
was an existing tunnel of 27 km
circumference which housed the
earlier generation of collider with
electrons and positron beams
(Large Electron Positron collider
or LEP). It was furnished with
magnets of large bending power
capable of keeping protons with

Figure 5: The Compact Muon Solenoid detector with its major components: the magent,
the tracking detector, the calorimeters and the muon system.

the particle and from the resulting
signal measure the property of the
particle (calorimeters).

During the early 1990’s,
physicists thought of launching
an experiment to look for the
Higgs boson which is required to
explain masses of fundamental
particles. At that time it was
known that Higgs boson would
have a mass above 100 GeV and
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speed almost equal to the speed
of light in orbit. There was also
enough electric power available to
energize the protons to this very
high energy.

At the same time, detectors
to detect Higgs boson were
conceived. The driving principle
was to have the best detector to
find Higgs boson if its mass lies any
where between 100 GeV and 1000
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“Design goal of the
CMS electromagnetic
calorimeter is

fo measure the
energies of photons
from a decay of the
Higgs boson to a
precision of better
than 0.5%”

GeV. The probability of forming
Higgs boson naturally decreases if
the Higgs boson is more massive.
Also the Higgs boson decays
immediately after it is produced.
The decay life time and the final
state decay products depend on
the Higgs boson mass. Based on
these, the following design criteria
were formulated: (1) to have
very good muon identification
and momentum measurement
capability; (2) to have high
energy resolution electromagnetic
calorimetry for detecting and
measuring energies of electrons
and photons; (3) to have powerful
inner tracking systems to measure
momenta of all charged particles
to a high degree of accuracy
(and also to tag very short lived
particles); and (4) to have a very
hermetic calorimeter to check if
some of the energy is taken out
by some undetected particles. The
final consideration is the cost of
the detector.

This detector is radically different
from the ones from the previous
generations. This is due to

several other considerations.
The first consideration is the
very high interaction rate at the
LHC (approximately 1 billion
interactions occur in one second).
Because of limitation in data
storing capability, data are
recorded foronly afewhundred out
of 40 million crossings per second.
This requires a trigger system
where decision is taken in ~2-3
ms to accept or reject information
from a given bunch crossing. The
second consideration comes due
to large particle multiplicity in the
collisions. Onthe average there will
be 20 superposed events in each
crossing. Approximately thousand
charged particles (similar number
of neutral particles) will stream
into the detector every 25 ns. This
requires highly granular detectors
with good time resolution for low
occupancy. Finally the radiation
levels will be very high requiring a
radiation hard (tolerant) detectors
and electronics.

Keeping all these in mind the
Compact Muon Solenoid detector
was designed in the early 90’s.
The technical specification could
be worked out during the late
90’s. The early part of the current
century went into the construction
of the detector components and
their installation in the position
where the detector can observe
the interactions.

Figure 5 shows the view of the
CMS  detector. The  heart
of the detector is a 4 Tesla
superconducting magnet which is
used to measure the momentum
of the highly energetic charged
particles. This is the largest
magnet capable of providing
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such a large magnetic field.

Because of the high -current,
it is operated at liquid helium
temperature and uses niobium-
tin conductors. The detectors to
trace charged particle trajectories
and calorimeters to detect and
measure energies of electrons,
photons and hadrons are all
contained within the coil of the
magnet. The detectors dedicated
to look for muons are placed
outside the coil and within the
return yoke of the magnet.

The tracking detector in CMS is
required to deliver a factor 10
better momentum resolution
than at LEP with 1000 particles
emerging every crossing (25ns).
The rate of charged particles in
an area of 1 cm? exceeds 4x107 at a
radius of 7 cm from the interaction
point. It drops by one order of
magnitude at a radius of 21 cm
and by another order at around
70 cm. To keep a reasonable
occupancy rate, silicon detectors
are chosen for the tracker. The
first 20 ¢cm from the interaction
point will be pixel detectors and
then micro-strip detectors. This
has resulted in a total of nearly
100 million detector channels and
has given rise to the largest silicon
detector covering more than 200
square meters.

Design goal of the CMS
electromagnetic calorimeter is to
measure the energies of photons
from a decay of the Higgs boson
to a precision of better than
0.5%. CMS chose scintillating
crystals for this detector. After
lots of investigation a new type
of scintillator (lead tungstate)
is chosen which enables precise
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Figure 6: Two events observed in the CMS detector at the LHC which are candidates of Higgs boson decaying to (a) a pair of photons,

(b) 4 leptons.

measurement in a very compact
region. Even then the total volume
of the crystals amounts to 10 cubic
meters which is double than those
used in any previous experiments.

The idea of using this material
came only in 1993 when a few
yellowish crystals of small size
(1 cm3) was made and it took 15
years to perfect the technology
and make 75000 crystals (each
of size larger than 100 cm3) of
very good quality to meet the
demand of CMS.

The hadron calorimeter is made to
utilize two different technologies:
the central component consists
of plastic scintillator layers
interleaved with brass plate
absorbers while the forward
calorimeter is made out of steel
absorber with quartz fibers.

The muon detector is divided into
two parts: a central (barrel) part
with low rates and background,
and two endcaps with higher rate
and possible neutron induced
background. The barrel muon
detectors are made into 4 stations

of drift tube chambers measuring
¢ and z coordinates, while the
endcap detectors are 3(4) stations
of cathode strip detectors. The
triggering is complemented by
adding layers of resistive plate
chambers both in the barrel and
endcap parts.

This detector system creates
large amount (1.5 million bytes)
of data at each bunch crossing
and even with a recording speed
of 100 crossings per second, it
will fill up a hard disk in every 2
minutes. If one stores the data
in CD’s, the stack of CD’s will be
20 km high for one year’s data.
Clearly it is impossible to digest
this much data by one computing
center in a reasonable time and
a new computing technology
(computing grid) of distributed
computing has been developed to
meet this challenge.

After 15 years of preparation, CMS
first saw proton-proton collision
during December, 2009. The
LHC increased its beam energy
to 3.5 TeV in 2010 and to 4 TeV
in 2012. The beam intensity was
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also increased significantly from
2011 onward. This led the CMS
experiment to observe special
types of events (as shown in
Figure 6) which could come from
the decay of a boson. A detailed
statistical analysis confirms the
existence of a fundamental spin 0
object which could be the elusive
Higgs boson. This has become
one of the biggest discoveries of
this century and has led the Nobel
committee to award the 2013 prize
to P. Higgs and F. Englert.

Discovery of new techniques
and new phenomena go hand
in hand. Probing at the smallest
scale has pushed technology to
the limit. This not only gives us
new measuring devices which are
used in other applications like
medical physics but also provides
us a new way of communication
and computation like World Wide
Web and Grid computing.

Alumnus (Physics/1968-71)

Professor at Saha Institute of
Nuclear Physics, Kolkata
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Nothing called
Natural Disasters

P.G. DHAR CHAKRABARTI

he etymology of disaster —

‘dis’ (bad) and ‘aster’ (star)

- is embedded in a kind
of fatalism, which remained the
dominant philosophy of disasters
for centuries and still pervades
the perceptions of individuals
and communities across countries
and continents. The core of this
philosophy is the belief that
disasters happen due to external
factors over which human beings
have little control. Two variants
of this philosophy are, first,
the ‘theory of anger of God’,
which propounds that disasters
happen because God gets angry
due to sins or follies committed
on earth. The Bible says, “God
causes earthquake, especially
when He is angry....He causes
the mountains to be thrown
down and the valleys to fill...
God controls the rain, lightning,
thunder, snow, whirlwind, cold,
frost, flood, clouds” (Isa 2:19,
24:20, Matt 5:45); The Koran
prophesized “..and when the
trumpet shall be blown with
one blast, and the earth shall be
borne away, and the mountains
too, and both be crushed with
one crushing; on that day shall

the inevitable happen” (Sura
69); and our own Mahabharata
held the promise of a new
age: “In the Kali Yug the
world would be infested with
impurities and vices..... Floods
and famine, war and crime, deceit
and duplicity would characterize
this age..... At the end of the Kali
Yug, Lord Shiva shall destroy
the universe and all the physical
bodie would undergo a great
transformation. After  such
dissolution, Lord Brahma would
recreate the universe and mankind
will become the ‘Beings of Truth’
once again” (Shanti Parva).

The second theory of fatalism is
the ‘theory of wrath of nature’
which is the convenient shelter of
the modern day atheists - when
nothing explains adequately,
leave it to the law of nature, even
though the law is not explained.
When Mao Tse-tung passed away
on 9 September 1976, barely
two weeks after the Tangshan
earthquake that killed 264,000
people, the People’s Daily wrote
in its editorial Year of Curse
about the ‘Wrath of nature which
could not have been mitigated,
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much less prevented’. The
famous Nobel mathematician-
philosopher Laureate Bertrand
Russell wrote in his well known
treatise Religion and Science:
“What the scientists cannot
predict is described as wrath of
nature... as science advances, the
mystery behind the wrath shall
be unveiled and a more rational
understanding of natural disasters
shall be possible”.

The mysteries behind the wrath
of nature have been unveiled to
a large extent but there is much
that still remains in the realm
of the unknown. The scientific
understanding of the risks of
disasters can be explained with
the help of the following equation:

R=(hxv)xe=xc

when ‘R’ denotes risks of disasters;
‘h’ the hazards or the potentials
of a physical event that may
cause loss of life or property; ‘v’
the Vulnerabilities or the factors
or processes - physical, social,
economic, and environmental -
which increase the susceptibility
of an area or a community to
impact of hazards; ‘e’ exposures
of the wvulnerable population
and assets to hazards; and ‘¢’ or
capacities or resources available
within a community, society or
organization that can reduce the
level of risk, or the effects of a
disaster. Disasters happen when
vulnerable communities (living
in risk prone areas) or people
(poor, children, disabled, aged
etc), assets (like unsafe buildings
or infrastructure) or economy
(livelihood, production system,
supply chain etc.) are exposed



to the hazards of nature (rain or
lack of rain, storms or cyclones,
heat or cold wave, earthquakes
or landslides). Hazards are
endemic in the process of nature;
these do not cause disasters
on their own, unless combined
with vulnerabilities which are
all anthropogenic. For example,
earthquakes do not kill people,
it is the collapse of unsafe
buildings that does. Therefore
it is our failure to understand
the processes of nature and its
hazards and our inability to adjust
our development policies and
practices according to the laws
of nature and its resources that
cause disasters.

Scientific understanding of the
hazards of nature have enabled
development of sophisticated early
warning of disasters and disaster-
resistant technologies that are
saving lives and livelihoods during
tsunamis, cyclones, hurricanes,
floods and droughts. Forecasting
earthquakes and developing
early warning of earthquakes
and of landslides (triggered by
earthquakes) are still formidable
challenges. Scientists  have
identified the seismic fault lines
- major and minor, active and
dormant - and developed seismic
zonations and micro-zonations
according to the pattern and
trends of previous earthquakes,
but even the best of the studies
on earthquake projections are
still probabilistic.

While science is still carrying on
its relentless pursuit to unveil
the wraths of nature, much of the
natural hazards are so well known
that it is possible to prevent the

disasters or at least reduce the
risks of disasters substantially.
But these apparently possible
tasks are difficult to accomplish
due to layers of social, economic
and environmental vulnerabilities
that have accumulated over the
years due to adverse economic
conditions, poor governance and
faulty development practices,
new vulnerabilities are being
added to the old, making a
complex cocktail of disasters,
as demonstrated in Fukushima
when an earthquake triggered a
tsunami which caused nuclear
disaster  that contaminated
water, land, agriculture, fisheries
and created serious threats to
public health.

Therefore, there is nothing
called natural disasters. There
are only natural hazards which
may turn into disasters if there
are conditions of vulnerabilities
that are essentially manmade.
Addressing the root causes of
the wvulnerabilities by various
technological, educational, social,
economic and environmental
measures is the only way the
risks of disasters can be reduced
and the capacities of the countries
and communities developed to
cope with the hazards and achieve
resilience from disasters.

Hence disaster management
is not merely responding to
disasters by search, rescue, relief
and rehabilitation, it is much
broader — it is management of
risks of disasters by reducing
vulnerabilities across sectors,
which is essentially a task of
development. The developmental
perspectives of disasters are
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seen in three dimensions:
first, disasters eroding gains of
development by damaging life,
property and livelihoods second,
disasters as  manifestations
of failures of development to
address vulnerabilities; and third,
development projects causing
new disasters by creating new
vulnerabilities. Dealing with all
these three dimensions is now
considered an integral part of
sustainable development.

Globally, this paradigm shift in
disaster management from three
R’s (Response, Relief,
Rehabilitation) to three
P’s (Planning, Prevention,
Preparedness) had occurred
three and half decades back
when the World Commission on
Environment and Development
in its epoch making report Our a
Common Future highlighted the
colossal losses due to disasters
and the United Nations responded
by declaring the nineties as the
International Decade on Natural
Disaster Reduction (note the
fixation with ‘natural disaster’
that continued). In the middle
of the decade the First World
Congress on Disaster Reduction
adopted the Yakohama Strategy
for a Safer World and a decade
later, following the Indian Ocean
Tsunami in 2004, the Hyogo
Framework of Action was adopted
by 168 countries including India.

India passed its Disaster
Management Act in 2005, as a
sequel to both the tsunami and the
Hyogo, creating new institutions
on disaster management at
the national, state and district
levels, providing a framework
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Source: EM-DAT, Centre for Epidemiology of Disasters, Leuven

on disaster management and
establishing dedicated funds for
disaster response and mitigation.
The achievements of the decade-
long new dispensations are not
unimpressive — National Policy
and Plan on Disaster Management,
State and District Plans in most of
the States, national guidelines to
deal with every type of disaster,
dedicated  disaster  response
force, disaster response and
mitigation funds, a specialized
national institute of disaster
management, sophisticated early
warning systems for tsunami and
cyclone to name a few. Benefits
are not invisible either — a drastic
reduction in mortality in cyclones
and floods.

But the shortcomings are also
equally, if not more, striking —
the earthquake in Sikkim and
mudslides in Leh that exposed
the limitations of the response
force, the devastating floods of
Uttarakhand and Kashmir that
highlighted the weakness of flood

forecasting and vulnerabilities
created due to faulty development
practices. The underlying risks
of disasters are surely rooted too
deeply to defy easy solutions. This
will require sustained, bold and
serious efforts, much beyond the
spectacles of search and rescue
that dominate media frames.

There are ostensible signs of
dark clouds of disasters gathering
faster with the dangers of climate
change looming large on the
horizons. If not mitigated by
concerted global action that
has failed to materialize despite
two and a half decades of hard
work and negotiations, climate
change would surely increase the
frequency and intensity of climate
related disasters.

2015 would be the crucial year
for deciding the future course
of disaster risk reduction and
sustainable development of the
world. The 60" session of the UN
General Assembly in September
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is expected to adopt a set of
Sustainable Development Goals
with clear targets and indicators to
measure the progress in achieving
the goals. Earlier, in March,
the Third World Conference on
Disaster Risk Reduction in Sendai
would adopt the global framework
on disaster risk reduction for the
next decade and later in December
the world leaders would assemble
in Paris to finally negotiate the
much awaited climate protocol.
The success of these defining
events would determine how
the three critical issues before
humanity - poverty, -climate
change and disasters — that are
both manmade and inter-related —
are addressed for the sustainable
development of the world.

Alumnus (Political Science/
1968-71)

Distinguished Fellow,
The Energy and Resources
Institute (TERI), New Delhi



That College, Those

Days
SAUMYAJIT RAY

et the word go forth,

from this time and

place, to friend and
foe alike, that the torch has been
passed to a new generation of
Americans.”

“Let every nation know, whether
it wishes us well or ill, that we shall
pay any price, bear any burden,
meet any hardship, support any
friend, oppose any foe, in order to
assure the survival and the success
of liberty.”

“Ask not what your country can do
for you, ask what you can do for
your country.”

June 1988. Calcutta, India. A
young boy, only in the second year
of college, sits riveted in front of
the video screen at the American
Center as he watches a recording
of the Inaugural Address of John
F. Kennedy of Massachusetts, 35th
president of the United States.
During a college examination six
months later, he writes in reply to
a question on the functions and
powers of the American president,
“The president of the United States
is the leader of the free world.”

When the results are announced,
he finds he has been severely
penalized for writing that, the
“offending” statement has been
struck off by the examiner, and he
has received poor grades in that
course. Worse, when he enquires
from the examiner (a professor in
the college) where he went wrong,
he is seriously reprimanded, and
advised not to repeat his “offence”
in future written examinations.

That boy, born in faraway Calcutta
twenty-four days after the death of
Sen. Robert F. “Bobby” Kennedy
(D-NY) in Los Angeles (CA),
now reminisces about his college
days sitting in his chamber at
New Delhi’s Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU). That college,
located on 86/1 College Street and
now a university, is fresh in his
mind. So are the days spent there
as an undergraduate student in the
Department of Political Science.

When we were students at JNU,
there were many from “Presi”
studying in the different Centers
(mostly in Economics) and
adorning the rooms of the various
halls of residence in the scenic and
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sprawling campus. Ideologically,
most belonged to the Left and
some to the revolutionary Left.
Very few made an attempt to
justify the bombings in North
Vietnam in the 1960s, lesser
still had the courage to support
President Reagan’s call to tear
down the Berlin Wall in the 1980s.
Posters condemning American
imperialism were pasted all over
the campus. They still are.

At university, not many were
impressed with my ideological
credentials, more so since I was
from “Presi”. Looking upon me
as an obnoxious, conservative
American stooge, they knew
only two ways of dealing with
me: shunning me in public
and deriding me in private. It
became increasingly evident
that a totalitarian ideology
does influence one’s choice of
friends. Worse, it imposes a
kind of ideo-centrism, a feeling
of “us” and “them” determined
by political ideals, that even
William Graham Sumner (the
father of “ethnocentrism”) could
never imagine.

But then, Presidency was different.
That is what everyone says: our
college was different. College
life did indeed revolve around
“prem, politics, pawrashuno”
(love, politics, studies) for
almost everyone. I do not know
how many succeeded in all the
three. A principal of the college
was the father of statistics in
modern India; subsequently
Presidency has produced many
celebrated  statisticians.  An
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“To those whom
much is given,

much is expected.”
Presidency indeed
meant “much”. The
pressure of catching
up with professionally
successful seniors
did exist, if not

the pressure of
succeeding in love or
politics. | do not think
anyone ever tried to
use Presidency as a
launching pad for a
political career”

attempt must be made to map the
success of Presidency students in
those spheres within a reasonable
time frame. The results, I am sure,
will make for interesting reading.

“To those whom much is given,
much is expected.” Presidency
indeed meant “much”. The
pressure of catching up with
professionally successful seniors
did exist, if not the pressure of
succeeding in love or politics. I
do not think anyone ever tried
to use Presidency as a launching
pad for a political career. But the
college indeed had students who
had chosen careers they never

thought of when they roamed
its hallowed precincts during
their undergraduate years. I
am one of them. Nor do I think
that the late Satyajit Ray, who
studied Economics (Honors) in
the college, had taken the final
decision to become a film-maker
when he was in Presidency. Make
no mistake: I am not comparing
myself with the great man. As
a childhood friend, who, by a
stroke of remarkable coincidence,
studied Economics (Honors) in
Presidency too, rightly observed,
my similarity with Ray ends with
the name. Incidentally, both of us
remain ardent admirers of that
giant among men, and I am proud
my name bears a similarity to his.

I seldom find an occasion to visit
my native Kolkata (or should we
still call it Calcutta?) nowadays, let
alone visit the college. Sometimes
I see the college on television,
making news not always for the
best of reasons. I still remember
that the 175th anniversary
celebrations had to be deferred
because of the widespread
communal rioting that followed
the destruction of Babar’s mosque
in Ayodhya on December 6, 1992.
Despite everything, the college
finds mention in numerous stories,
novels, films, and memoirs.

We are reminded time and again
that India’s first president was a
student of Presidency. He indeed
was. So was A. K. Fazlul Hugq, the
man who moved the Pakistan
Resolution in Lahore in 1940 that
ultimately led to the communal
partition of the sub-continent.
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Despite political differences, there
is no doubt that both were brilliant
men. There is yet a third, another
Presidencian: “His Excellency”
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, head
of the Provisional Government of
Free India (1943-45). Not many
talk about Bose’s recognition
as a head of state. But the
Provisional Government did have
diplomatic relations with a host of
independent nations, according
Bose head of state status within a
limited sphere.

Most interestingly, it was the same
Babu Rajendra Prasad, India’s
first president, who took over as
president of the Indian National
Congress after Bose resigned
from that post in 1939. Most
regrettably, Prasad expelled
Bose from the Congress shortly
thereafter. Prasad, who was a
friend of Bose’s elder brother
Sarat during their days in
Presidency College, calls this
expulsion of Subhas Bose in
his hands an “unpleasant task”
(Prasad, Autobiography, p. 468-
70). It would not be impertinent
to mention here that it was
Sarat Bose who had floated
the idea of an independent
Bengal outside both India
and Pakistan in 1947. Though
supported by Huseyn “Shaheed”
Suhrawardy, premier of Bengal,
the idea found few takers
within both the Congress and the
Moslem League.

There is no doubt that from the
time it was founded, Hindoo (and
then Presidency) College was in
the forefront of the movement



to shape the “modern” Indian
mind. Modernity does have
liberal and Marxist connotations,
and students and teachers
belonging to both persuasions
have contributed their bit to help
establish a modern society in
India. But then, a society in which
both privileges and disadvantages
based on birth exist cannot be
considered modern, regardless of
the increase in purchasing power
of individuals. Group inequality
and social exclusion are yet to be
eradicated from India [Thorat and
Sabharwal (eds.), Bridging the
Social Gap: Perspectives on Dalit

Empowerment]. Till the time that
happens, Indian society cannot be
called modern.

Presidency always had students
from varied economic and caste
backgrounds, though mostly
from West Bengal. Only after
we graduated and joined other
institutions of higher learning
outside Calcutta were we made
conscious of our religious,
caste, and ethnic identities.
As for our beloved college, if
we forget aberrant ideological
behavior of the type mentioned
in the beginning of this article,
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it never allowed us to be
affected by prejudice, inequality,
discrimination, and exclusion of
any notorious kind. And that is
what has made our three-year stay
in and perennial association with
the college, all the more pleasant
and enriching.

Alumnus (Political Science/
1987-90)

Assistant Professor of

United States Studies at School
of International Studies,
Jawaharlal Nehru University,
New Delhi
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“Never Lonely and
Never Afraid™:

TANIA CHAKRAVERTTY

rnest Hemingway once

advised his friend F. Scott

Fitzgerald to use in his
writings the things that hurt him
badly. Hemingway himself made
use of two traumatic personal
experiences — his job as Red Cross
ambulance driver in Italy that led
to his grievans injury at Fossalta
and his brief and unconsummated
love affair with nurse Agnes
von Kurowsky followed by her
subsequent rejection. He re-
shaped these experiences into
fiction which he eventually named
A Farewell to Arms, a novel of
war and love, written for the
generation that experienced the
Great War, which we now refer to
as the First World War.

Hemingway drew on many women
for his heroine. In Catherine’s
characterization, the chief
prototype was unquestionably

Agnes von Kurowsky. Bernice Kert
states, “If Catherine’s rootlessness
belongs to Duff Twysden, the
swiss Alps setting to Hadley, and
the warm August nights on the
balcony of the British hospital to
Agnes, this heroine’s tragic death
is clearly related to Pauline’s
Caesarean section in Kansas city.”
(Kert 219). Agnes had nursed
Hemingway back to health after
his hospitalization owing to his
war wound two weeks before his
nineteenth birthday. Hemingway
had quickly fallen in love with his
nurse at the Red Cross hospital;
with Agnes, he had enjoyed his
first serious romance. She was
the one who taught him to accept
the care of a woman and also
the one who lacerated the young
Hemingway with her rejection.

In her first encounter with
Frederic, Catherine Barkley tells
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him of her dead fiancé lost to the
war, her fiancé for eight years,
who she could have married or
cohabited with. With Catherine’s
grief is coupled a sense of guilt.
After her fiancé’s death she
realizes that in this war-ridden
world, they lacked ‘world enough
and time’ and also recognizes her
own coyness to have been a crime.
Longing inconsolably for her lover
to return, very soon Catherine
allows — rather insists — that
Frederic should launch a pretence
of love. Catherine herself indulges
in this pretence voluntarily. Her
willing abnegation begins from
here. Ernest Lockridge states
that motivated by the agonizing
grief and loss that she feels
even after a year of mourning,
“Catherine Barkley is acting out
through the narrator a one-sided
therapeutic game of ‘pretend’...
Through deliberate projection
upon the narrator, Frederic
Henry, Catherine has temporarily
resurrected her fiancé of eight
years, blown ‘all to bits’ (20) on
the Somme.” (Quoted in Tyler
153) One must note that she does
not really abnegate herself to
Frederic Henry whom she barely
knows at this point but to an idea,
a personal one.

The basis of Frederic’s attraction
for Catherine is purely sexual at
first. He confides to the reader
how he initially viewed the
relationship as a game. “... I did
not love Catherine Barkley nor
had any idea of loving her. This
was a game, like bridge, in which
you said things instead of playing
cards...” (30-31) Catherine startles



Frederic by recognizing their
rendezvous as “a rotten game,”
(31) seeing through which, she
demands honesty. At this point,
she knows more about suffering
and death than the soldier
Frederic. Rena Sanderson states,
“.. she behaves like someone
who has been psychologically
wounded by the war and by the
loss of her first love, but she
endures and gradually comes to
realize the finality of death and
what that implies for the living.”
(Sanderson 181)

Catherine Barkley was considered
by earlier critics to be an ideal
Hemingway woman — docile,
submissive and self-effacing. In
my reading, Catherine reveals
herself to be an independent,
strong and heroic individual
who consciously chooses to love
Frederic Henry and also teaches
him to love her in return.

Catherine emerges as a figure
typical of Hemingway — heroic
and stoical. The crucible of war
coupled with severe personal
crisis triggers the discovery and
display of admirable qualities
of strength, resourcefulness,
independence and tragic grandeur
in her. Catherine Barkley accepts
her pain and tries to begin life
afresh. She tries to achieve
psychic wholeness by becoming
her own therapist. Like Bronte’s
Heathcliff, Catherine’s attempts
to resurrect her lost love led to
her obsession with recreating
the past. William A. Madden
has said that in this obsession
Heathcliff actually responds
to what Freud had termed a

‘repetition compulsion’. Madden
says, “The psyche, disturbed by a
shock, which it cannot absorb or
surmount, is unable to achieve
psychic wholeness until the
subject relives and retrospectively
binds the excess of emotion that is
the cause of his illness.” (Quoted
in Tyler 161) Unlike Heathcliff,
however, Catherine does not
inflict pain on anybody. Instead
she tries to lessen it by spreading
benevolence, by sharing her love
and by sharing her growths and
insights with Frederic. Catherine
chooses, while reliving her
trauma, to “relive it constructively
rather than destructively: to try to
give Frederic what she had denied
her fiancé, rather than to try to
inflict on him the pain that she had
suffered.” (Tyler 161) Overcoming
her trauma through transference,
she imposes order and beauty
on her experiences with Frederic
and chooses to take charge of her
own life. Such is her courage that
Sandra Whipple Spanier calls her
the ‘code heroine’ of A Farewell
to Arms. Spanier states: “As
much a victim of the war as her
boy who was killed... Catherine
refuses to be helpless. She pulls
herself together with dignity and
grace, defines the limits of her
own existence, and scrupulously
acts her part, preferring romance
to the theater of the absurd.”
(Quoted in Tyler 162)

It is Frederic’s war wound that
drastically changes the course of
events. Hereceives akind of wound
that Catherine had envisioned
for her fiancé. Frederic’s wound
enables Catherine to actualize the
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“Catherine emerges
as a figure typical
of Hemingway —
heroic and stoical.
The crucible of

war coupled with
severe personal
crisis triggers the
discovery and
display of admirable
qualities of strength,
resourcefulness,
independence

and tragic grandeur
in her”

fantasy of a wounded lover. It also
relieves her of the guilt that she
had nurtured for depriving her
fiancé of her love. Simultaneously,
not only does Frederic’s lust
change to love, he also becomes
fearful, vulnerable and psychically
dependent on Catherine. Frederic
enjoys what his creator had craved
for. These were times before the
concept of consensual sex and she
yields to Frederic only after his
declaration of love. Comley and
Scholes state:

In those days, a declaration
of love was the minimum
prerequisite for sexual
intercourse  between  well-
bred people. Knowing this,
Frederic plays the love card
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“The lovers, fused
in mystic oneness,
emerge as true
romantics for whom
conventional religion
has lost meaning.
Hers becomes a
romantic declaration
of a marriage of
minds and a perfect
union of souls.
Catherine tries to
carve meaning in life
by creating a little
mystic world defined
by love amidst the
futility of war”

to win a trick for his desire,
which is heightened by his
knowledge that Catherine
is a virgin ... having played
the sex card to win a trick for
love bestowing the good girl’s
greatest treasure, which is
given only when she is sure
she’s in love and believes that
her young man is in love with
her. (Comley and Scholes 36)

The union gives them absolute
fulfilment, evident in Frederic’s
narration of post-coital satiation.
“... The wildness was gone and
I felt finer than I had ever felt.”
(92). The union of Catherine and

Frederic, makes both the lovers
whole as human beings. From
this point onwards, Michael
Reynolds says, both live “for
each other’s moment, completely
interdependent.” (Reynolds 121)

Frederic’s war wound certifies his
masculinity and also becomes the
mark of his masculine courage.
It also becomes the source of
authority as he comes to a hospital
as the one and only male patient
and is served by many sister-
nurses. He is no longer under
the command of peers. He rules
supreme in a hospital which is
overstaffed with nurses. Nowhere
is Frederic more authoritative than
in the hospital, lying wounded
and supine. Mark Spilka states:

In Henry’s certified passivity,
then, lies his greatest power;
he has license to reign from
his bed as Grace Hemingway
reigned when served breakfast
there by her husband Clarence
— or as Joyce’s Molly reigned
when served by Leopold
Bloom. In effect, he has finally
arrived at something like
a woman’s passive power.

(Spilka 354-355)

Frederic’s war wound eventually
leads to what can be termed a
kind of a feminisation in bed.
During his affair with Catherine
in the hospital bed in his period
of recovery, he lies supine,
in missionary position, like a
woman. This parallels Ernest and
Hadley’s own ways of making love
as implied in A Moveable Feast
and Ernest and Mary’s ways as
recorded in How it Was. With
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Catherine Barkley, there is no fear
of supreme female dominance,
as is found in Hemingway’s
heroine Catherine Bourne in his
posthumous novel The Garden of
Eden. Frederic, the receptive male,
remains supine yet masterful and
in command.

Catherine finally transfers her
full affections to a new man.
Just as Catherine had indulged
in a game of role-playing in the
initial stages of their relationship,
here too she indulges in another
game in which there is a new
role for her to play — that of the
whore, the ‘bad’ woman. As she
assumes this role, she deliberately
transgresses social, moral and
cultural constraints — their codes,
restrictions and taboos. Comley
and Scholes state, “...he will no
longer be her dead soldier-lover,
but she will be his live nurse-
whore.... As a ‘bad girl’, she can
learn to enjoy illicit sex in stolen
moments.” (Comley and Scholes
37-38) Becoming Frederic’s live-
in woman, she makes furtive sex
possible in spite of her profession.

Catherine resists marriage simply
because she does not want to be
separated from Frederic. Frederic
and Catherine are married by love
and compatibility, though not by
law. Catherine pronounces love
and the loved person to be her
new religion. The lovers, fused in
mystic oneness, emerge as true
romantics for whom conventional
religion has lost meaning. Hers
becomes a romantic declaration of
a marriage of minds and a perfect
union of souls. Catherine tries to



carve meaning in life by creating
a little mystic world defined by
love amidst the futility of war.
Catherine says about their live-in
relationship: “Everything we do
seems so innocent and simple.
I can’t believe we do anything
wrong.” (153) However innocent
they think the love relationship,
it results in her pregnancy that
eventually destroys the Edeniclove
that they share. The love between
the two, which commenced in
one hospital bed, is terminated
in another.

The critical reading of Catherine
Barkley as subject, instead of
object, is destabilized by her
willingness to educate Frederic
and to subordinate her own
desires to his. Many critics view
her death after a prolonged labour
as a ‘punishment’ for Agnes who
had had the courage to refuse
Hemingway. In this novel of
love and war, it is Catherine who
imparts her vicariously acquired
knowledge of the dangers and the
horrors of war to Frederic and it
is the same Catherine who teaches
Frederic to love. In the end,
through the objectified Catherine,
Frederic finally gains knowledge
about death. Catherine continues
to instruct and educate Frederic
even after her death. Hemingway
at one point thought of calling his
novel, “A Sentimental Education”.
As Michael Reynolds says, after
Catherine’s death, “Frederic Henry
learns that he is not immortal,
that he needs Catherine beyond
sexuality, that life is neither fair
nor foul, and that there is little he
can do about it.” (Reynolds 125)

By transferring her love from her
dead fiancé to Frederic, Catherine
had managed to overcome her
trauma. She worries even on
her deathbed that her lover may
have to do the same to overcome
his own. Frederic however has
much more than her practical
ingenuity. He instinctively
comprehends that he would not
have to re-enact his relationship
with another person as Catherine
had done because he has had his
beloved acting throughout, as
Spanier says, his “mentor ... in
matters of psychological survival.”
(Quoted in Tyler 162) Frederic
too survives the same calamity
— that of love lost and in an
admirable manner, pulls himself
together. Frederic, who has lost
both lover and child, overcomes
his trauma by transforming his
personal calamity into fiction,
into this ordered narrative. Philip
Young says that Hemingway,
like his protagonist Frederic
Henry also dealt with his psychic
wounds by returning repeatedly
and compulsively to the scenes of
his injuries and he concludes by
stating that, “It is not the trauma
but the use to which he put it
that counts, he harnessed it, and
transformed it into art.” (Young
171) Peter Brooks suggests that
a narrative can first provoke and
then bind emotional energies,
just as the repetition compulsion
does. In Reading for the Plot,
Peter Brooks states: “Analysis
works toward the more precise
and orderly recollection of the
past, no longer compulsively
repeated, insistently reproduced
in the present, but ordered as a
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‘Hemingway,

like his protagonist
Frederic Henry
also dealt with

his psychic wounds
by returning
repeatedly and
compulsively to

the scenes of his
injuries”

retrospective narrative.” (Quoted
in Tyler 163)

The closing of Frederic Henry’s
narrative also deserves attention.
Frederic writes, “It was like
saying good-by to a statue.” (332)
Bernard Oldsey says, “Hemingway
reduces Catherine Barkley to the
level of a cold piece of stone, but
an artistically shaped one. The
Pygmalion myth is here acted
out in reverse, and then put right
again. ...” A Farewell to Arms
ends with the image of Catherine
reduced to a statue, yet one,
who like Pygmalion’s creation
Galatea continues in her role as
teacher and mentor that extends
beyond her death. The title of
Hemingway’s novel is a reminder
that when a man goes to the
war-front, he bids farewell to the
arms of women: arms that comfort
and arms that embrace. About this
war-novel, Bernard Oldsey says,
“This is an independent creation,
based on nothing, which attempts
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to metaphorize beyond the bounds
of knowing, to enclose being and
nothingness.” (Oldsey 90) In this
novel, Hemingway manifests his
resentful and dubious response
towards the First World War
and wars in general, goading
individuals to bid farewell to
arms, (read as ammunition).
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Looking Back With

Fondness:

NIRMALYA GHOSHAL

was the only male student

in my class. Naturally, I was

an object of envy to my male
friends studying other subjects
like Geology because they did not
have even one female student in
their class. When I was in the third
year, the scenario became more
interesting: Tapas Chowdhury,
one year senior to me in the
English Department, was the only
man in his class. In the second
year class Sudipto Chattopadhyay
— now a well-known film director
— was also the only one; and the
newly admitted freshers also had
only Shubhabrata Bhattacharyya
as the only young man. The
students of the other Departments
spread the word that the English
Department had begun to keep
one seat reserved for the boys as
they were not able to compete
with the girls in the Admission
Test. It was a time when an
aspirant student could apply for
admission to the College with
requisite marks in the plus-two
final examination, but would get

admitted only on the basis of the
marks secured in the Admission
Test. One year later, the jinx was
broken and four boys got admitted
to the English Department.

I distinctly remember that
Dilip-da - our  famous
Office Assistant — asked me

confidentially at the time of
admission, “You seem to be a very
docile boy. Are you sure you will
be able to continue your studies
here for three long years? No other
boy will be with you in class. Will
you be able to adjust with all the
girls in your class? They may
rag you!” I was touched by his
concern for me. So, I assured
him by narrating to him the
following experience I had in my
early boyhood.

Mymother,whowasamuch-feared
Assistant Teacher in her school,
had been the Superintendent of
the Girls’ Hostel of the school for a
year. I was only eight at that time.
In the evenings, when my Mom
would remain busy with cooking,
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I used to be entrusted with the
job of strolling through the hostel
corridors to see whether all the
girls were studying. It was my
duty to inform my Mom if I saw
anyone loafing around instead
of studying. For this I used to be
regularly ragged by the senior
students, but I did not flinch from
carrying out the responsibility
thrust upon me.

Dilip-da did not appear convinced,
but gave me a weak smile and said,
“Okay. Tell me if you need any help
at any time.” I remembered those
words, and Dilip-da helped me a
lot when my father died suddenly
just before my Part II exams. But
that is another story.

I began my classes in Rooms
Number 23 and 22 in the Main
building of the Department, and
instantly fell in love with the
Room No.23. The big windows,
the trees outside, with the sky
partly visible, lent the room a
special atmosphere which has
remained with me ever since. I
can still visualize our Professors
Kalidas Bose, Kajal Sengupta or
Sukanta Chaudhuri (SCH) taking
our classes sitting on the chair on
the podium in that room.

As Dilip-da had feared, some of
my classmates tried to rag me
for the first few days. I remember
that I was ‘court-martialled’
one day on some pretext.
Prabhsharan Aurora, a Punjabi
girl who attended classes for only
a few days, acted as my defence
advocate. Sadly, I cannot recall if I
was given any punishment by the
sitting judge; in fact, I cannot even
remember who the ‘judge’ was. If
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‘It was our good
fortune to see SCH
and his wife Supriya
Chaudhuri (SCh)
Join our Department
when we were about
to start our Part-ll
classes. Not only
were they very good
teachers, but it was
because of their
enthusiasm that we
were able to organize
two pleasure trips

in 1985”

I have to guess, it must have been
Jashodhara, our first girl.

I quickly became friends with the
twelve girls who remained in my
batch. T also had some school-
mates who had got admitted in the
Geology and Physics Department.
So, I made some new friends
through them. Through Susanta
Bose — my school-mate at Mitra
Institution (Bhabanipur) — I met
Somak Raychaudhuri, Goutam
Mondal, Sreerup Raychaudhury,
Partha Ray, Pinaki Poddar and
some other students of the
Physics Department. It was an
enriching experience for me to
see their brilliance from such
close quarters: Sreerup, who
is now with Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research, was a

very good cartoonist, and wrote
excellent English. We were
amazed to read his English
translations of Sukumar Ray’s
nonsense rhymes of ‘Abol Tabol’
long before SCH started his work
of translation of Ray’s nonsense
rhymes. Somak, who is now the
Head of the Physics Department,
has been a good friend since then.

Very few students of Presidency
University will believe that at one
point of time we were thirteen
students in our class, and there
were eleven teachers in the
English Department. It was our
good fortune to see SCH and his
wife Supriya Chaudhuri (SCh)
join our Department when we
were about to start our Part-II
classes. Not only were they very
good teachers, but it was because
of their enthusiasm that we were
able to organize two pleasure
trips in 1985. In January, about
twenty-eight students - with
only four boys in the team -
went to Puri with them (not to
forget their little son Siddartha).
Our most favourite Professor
Kajaldi (the late Kajal Sengupta)
and Surabhidi (Dr Surabhi
Banerjee) completed the group.
In November, the Chaudhuris had
only two boys and seven girls to
accompany them to Rajasthan.
I, a post-graduate student at that
time, was fortunate to be among
the boys in both the trips.

In the little space of this write-up I
would like to share our memorable
experience during those trips.
SCH, who — in his own words -
was on the ‘wrong side of thirty’
at that time, was a very sporting
man. He did not smoke, but soon
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after we boarded the train to Puri
he told the boys to feel free if they
wanted to smoke. Then he halted
and corrected himself: “I mean,
the same applies to the girls also,
if any of them smokes.” So far as
I can recall, only one boy had the
bad habit, but he shied away from
smoking openly. As for the girls,
they were rather ‘old-fashioned’
and none of them had picked up
the habit. We discovered later that
an ‘old girl’ smoked.

After we reached Puri we put up
in a rented house, away from the
din and bustle of Swargadwar. It
was a one-storey little house with
a garden and open courtyard with
benches of concrete on both sides.
We enjoyed our cosy stay there.
The sea-beach was not very far,
and we had a blast while we were
bathing in the sea. Every day,
Kajaldi used to go for her morning-
walk to the beach; but if any of us
tried to accompany her she would
get angry. She told us that she
had enough of our company in
college as well as during the trip;
so, for once during the day, we
should stop following her and
leave her alone.

The boys did not like the idea
of letting Kajaldi go alone.
We decided to give her some
covert security. On the second
morning, two of us trailed her
at a considerable distance so
that she did not notice us. It was
then that we discovered that she
went to the beach, walked up and
down for some time, and then
sat down on the sand to smoke
a cigarette with a holder on her
lips! Utterly surprised, we could
understand why she did not want



anyone of us to go with her during
those morning walks! She was a
habitual smoker, but did not want
any of us to know that or follow
her example.

The shock was all the greater
because in those days smoking
& drinking did not go with the
image of an erudite, cultured and
dignified Bengali lady. Kajaldi
appeared to us in college as the
epitome of the Bengali mother.
Dressed in a simple red-bordered
white cotton saree with an austere
looking starched white blouse
— with her attractive salt-and-
pepper (more salt than pepper)
hair pinned in a bun at the back
of her head — she used to take
our classes day after day. The
only make-up she allowed herself
was some lipstick and some ‘kajol’
on her eyes.

Though Kajaldi did not have a
child of her own she made us all
her children. I was an average
student by our college standards,
but she always encouraged
me. I remember that she wrote
in my Part-II Test answer
script (on Macbeth which she
taught us) the following words:
“Congratulations, Nirmalya! Your
improvement is remarkable. Keep
it up!” She never let me know how
disappointing my performance
had so far been. Some years after
I had left college, my brother Neil
needed some attestation to be
done when he was applying for
admission in Presidency. He went
to the Professors’ room and saw
Kajaldi. Neil knew her from my
photos of the Puri tour. Initially,
Kajaldi curtly told him that it was
not her job. But when Neil told her

about me, she exclaimed with a
broad smile, drew up a chair, asked
him to sit beside her, enquired
about me and our mother, and
attested all the documents my
brother offered her. Kajaldi could
be very harsh but she was truly
like a doting mother.

Our Puri trip was memorable
for another reason. SCH was
translating the nonsense rhymes
of Sukumar Ray at that time
for his son; it was more of a fun
activity for him. He recited a few
on our request on the train itself.
We were so overwhelmed and
praised his efforts so much that
he took it more seriously; and ‘The
Select Nonsense of Sukumar Ray’
was published some time later.

As 1 have mentioned, the
Rajasthan trip saw only a few of
us accompanying the Chaudhuris.
We missed Kajaldi because she
could not go with us this time.
However, it was a great trip. We
went to Jaipur via Mount Abu,
Udaypur and Chittorgarh. SCh was
a very enthusiastic photographer
and took a lot of snaps during the
tour. I remember she lay flat on
her back on the floor of a room
inside the Dilwara Temple in
order to take a close shot of the
intricate designs on the ceiling of
that room. The amazing art-work
on white stone in the temple left
us spellbound.

A hilarious incident occurred at
the Chittorgarh Railway Station
during our trip. I, accompanied
by Srimati Basu (two years junior
to me in college), had gone to
buy tickets to Jaipur. We had
concession forms with us; and
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“Our Puri trip was
memorable for
another reason. SCH
was translating the
nonsense rhymes
of Sukumar Ray at
that time for his son;
it was more of a

fun activity for him.
He recited a few on
our request on the
train itself. We were
so overwhelmed
and praised his
efforts so much
that he took it more
seriously; and ‘The
Select Nonsense of
Sukumar Ray’ was
published some
time later”

I had filled out a form. When
the booking clerk saw Srimati’s
name on the form, he asked me,
“Here it’s written ‘Srimati Basu’.
Srimati kya Basu? Pura naam
toh likho!” I took immense pains
to explain that “Srimati® was
indeed her name; it was another
name of Radha (as in Radha-
Krishna, I told the dazed man at
the counter); so, if he insisted I
could add another ‘Srimati’ before
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her name. But it seemed “Srimati
Srimati Basu” was too tough for
the man to digest.

After ten minutes of such
bewildering exchange of words,
the booking clerk was too
exasperated to argue any further
with me; and by that time a queue
had begun to form behind us.
They were getting restive. It did
not help matters that during those
ten minutes Srimati had been
laughing hysterically by my side,
uttering “I can’t believe this!” We
could get our tickets only after
those unforgettable ten minutes.

Srimati and her friends were
fund managers on the tour. They
insisted on the following dictum:

travelling was the primary job,
eating secondary; so, if you have
to cut down on costs, do it on
food. In Jaipur one day, I vaguely
recall all of us having improvised
sandwiches with lots of vegetables
and some kebabs for lunch.
I was so fed up with the menu
that I secretly went to the
Railway Station and had some
“machher-jhol-and-bhaat”  that
afternoon.

Somebody told me that SCH was
rather wary about a long tour with
the group. He thought “people
tend to get on one another’s
nerves after three or four days”; so
it was always better to have a trip
of short duration. But as things
turned out, all of us developed a
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secure bonding with one another
for our lifetime. Most of us are
Facebook friends even today.

My college days have been the
best phase of my life in spite of
my personal problems. For this I
would thank my stars, my
classmates, my juniors, and my
teacherslike Sukantada, Supriyadi,
Amarnath Bandyopadhyay, Atish
Ranjan Bandyopadhyay. Kajaldi
is no more. I wonder how she
would have reached to my
reminiscences.

Alumnus (English/1980-85)

Civil Servant with
Gout. of West Bengal
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‘ PRESIDENCY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION ‘

From Canteen to

Linkedin —

ANINDYA DUTTA

The Canteen Days

t's August 1985, and I enter the

hallowed portico of Presidency

College for the first time as a
student. For someone who has
been through eight schools in
different parts of India, keeping
pace with the dynamic career of
my father, it’s with mixed feelings
that I take those first steps. On the
one hand, it’s an awe inspiring
experience to climb up the steps
where Subhas Chandra Bose
allegedly heckled Prof. Oaten for
racism, and was duly expelled,
gaining instant fame. On the
other, following in the footsteps of
my father, joining an institution
so steeped in history, and meeting
some of the best students of my
generation in India, is an exciting
prospect indeed.

Within a couple of weeks, the
kaleidoscopic political and social
art on the walls of “Promod-da’s
Canteen”, and the comfortably
hard wooden benches against the

wall, have combined to create
a cocoon of warmth, that not
even the prospect of Prof. Mihir
Rakshit (MKR) mentioning to my
father (he was among MKR’s first
batch of students at the College)
that he hasn’t seen me for a while
in the Economics Department, is
enough to drag me to my classes,
except when strictly necessary.

Two weeks later, I am in the
audience at Kala Mandir to watch
an inter-collegiate debate, the
Presidency College team is a man
short, and I volunteer to step in
alongside Kaustav Neogi, a senior
from the Economics Department.
We win the Team trophy, and
I am hooked on to yet another
activity outside classes, which will
compete with “quality Canteen
time” over the next 3 years, as I
team up with various debating
partners to win trophies for
the College. And so my circle of
friends expands; with them I will
end up spending some of the best
hours of College life.
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When I look back upon those 3
years now, memories jump out as
if it all happened just yesterday,
instead of 25 years ago. Most
of the memories are centred
around a close circle of friends.
And while it could well be time
and imagination playing tricks
with my brain, virtually every
event that I recall happened
around the Canteen, which, by
the time I came into Presidency,
had taken over as the focal point
of College life from the Indian
Coffee House, where our previous
generation had spent their
Presidency days.

The 3 years of college, for me,
as it is for most people, were
the happiest, most carefree and
memorable period of life outside
the home. The competition and
successes at the Inter-Collegiate
Festivals, hundreds of evenings
of “Nirbhejal Adda” at various
friends’ houses, hurrying to and
fro from classes which were strictly
unavoidable (either because we
loved and respected the likes of
Prof. Dipak Banerji and Prof.
Nabendu Sen, to name just two,
or because the class attendance
numbers were too low for even the
amazing Dilipda — Dilip Roy — to
sort out!), the honour of editing
the Presidency College Magazine,
and the hours spent on the bench
against the Canteen wall, singing,
and debating world problems,
seem but a dream today.

The “Go and build a
career, son” Days

The next 15 or so years after
Presidency seem to have melted
away from most of our memories,



as far as college friendships
and adda are concerned. At
the time when each of us went
our own way in specializing
in certain fields, meeting up

and/or  formalizing  existing
relationships into marriages,
building careers, and
fighting the trench  wars
of life, some close college

friendships remained alive, but
most faded from memory. The
one or two people in the once
close knit group who were best
at “keeping in touch”, remained
the link with most of the
others. And the vicarious
pleasure of following the lives
of once-bosom-buddies through
these conversations, remained
at best an annual event, with
“Coffee House er Sei Adda ta”
playing nostalgically in the
background.

And this is how it has been for
generations. And this is perhaps
how we envisaged it, in the
fleeting moments in those
intervening years that we spent
fondly reflecting on the College
days. But for my generation,
this changed.

And then Social Media
Changed it all.....

My father and his friends had
to wait until they came back to
Kolkata and neared retirement
age before they had the luxury of
re-connecting with friends who
at one time virtually lived in each
other’s houses! But beginning in
the late 1990’s with the spread of
the internet and advent of email,
the connectivity between old
friends suddenly became possible.

Friends you hadn’t thought about
for years, were popping out of the
ether with comments on “Yahoo
Groups” and sending across
scanned copies of long lost faded
photographs taken in the canteen
a couple of decades before on a
borrowed camera.

And then in the mid-Nineties,
came Facebook and Linkedin.
And these were the real
game changers.

Suddenly, the daily lives of people
you last remembered bidding
tearful farewells at the College
gate, were once again connected
with yours through the virtual
world of Facebook. Receding (or
non-existent)  hairlines  had
replaced locks of uncut and
unkempt hair, round faces and
rounder bodies had replaced
sunken cheeks and skeletal frames,
and white sand beaches and
snow-capped peaks formed the
backdrop for people you last
remembered  sitting  against
Canteen walls plastered with
posters in blood red oversized
script. Wives and children (of
both the two and four legged
varieties) were introduced, first
virtually, and then through
physical addas and annual
picnics. Bosom pals, separated
by decades, found themselves to
have been neighbours in distant
lands, and never met, like passing
ships at night. Personal lives
suddenly became richer with the
spark provided by old friendships,
now renewed.

Linkedin has had a similar impact,
but with some crucial differences.
Since not everyone who is on
Facebook is on Linkedin and vice
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“joining an institution
So steeped in
history, and meeting
some of the best
students of my
generation in India,
is an exciting
prospect indeed”

versa, not only has this network
allowed re-connection, but it has
also provided a personal window
into the professional lives of old
friends. A “Presidency College
Alumni” group now exists on
Linkedin and it can be used for
networking in this difficult global
job market.

Using Social Media
to Bring the Alumni
Together

The opportunities that the advent
of social media provide need to
be utilised for the betterment of
the Alumni and the College (now
University). About a year ago,
through the Presidency group
in LinkedIn, a few of us got
together with the resolve to help
the Alumni Association launch a
new website that would eventually
fundamentally change the way
Presidencians across the world
interact with each other and the
alma mater. It’s taken a while from
the idea and conceptualisation
stage, to raising funds for the
new website (again through
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appeal to friends through social
media), to working with vendors
in coming up with the product
that we visualised, to finally
launching it, hopefully in the
coming weeks. Sandip Kar, Bivas
Choudhury, Amit Chatterjee,
Adheep Guptoo, myself, and the
many who financially contributed
to this effort, have a common
vision. We envisage that Alumni
will use the website to interact
with each other, rediscover
yet more lost friendships,
help fellow Presidencians
professionally  through the
strong “Presidencian” bond that
we all share, and give back to
the College and to current and
future students, a little bit of the
financial benefit that being a
part of this hallowed institution
has undoubtedly bestowed on
many of us. This remains the
hope and conviction of our
little group.

The Journey

It has been a long journey for most
of us from “Canteen to Linkedin”.
Social media has changed the way
we interact with people around us,
but has even more fundamentally
changed who we have in our lives
during the journey.

In an age when families are smaller
and physical distance between
family members and friends is
greater, social media has created
a “Virtual Support System” which
is proving invaluable. An ailing
parent a thousand miles away,
is a few minutes’ help away for a
close friend, who a few years ago
was a teenage memory. A fleeting
moment of joy, or a lingering
feeling of sadness, can instantly be
shared with like-minded friends,
who will immediately understand
the context. A struggle to land
a job in a difficult market, can
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become easier through a network,
whether one’s own or a friend’s.

The virtual world is blending
into the physical world of
relationships. We are a generation
that is privileged to be in the
midst of this change. We have
seen how our previous generation
at Presidency coped with college
friendships ~ which  de-linked
and then re-connected decades
later. And we have seen that gap
bridged immeasurably by social
media. The decades to come will
bring more dramatic changes, but
in this journey, we can truly claim
to be the “Cusp” generation for
whom, the two worlds have truly
become one.

Alumnus (Economics/1985-88)

Global Head, Private Banks
& Family Office Sales,
ANZ Singapore
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Land of the Winter Sun

JOYOSHI DAS GUPTA

[Based on travels in Arunachal Pradesh as part of the Bharat

Darshan Training in 2011]

igh among the jagged

mountain peaks, a lonely

eagle soars. Its strong
wings stretch wide, gleaming in
the sun... it floats just beneath the
clouds, effortlessly ....

A bright green parrot darts out
from the dense forests of the lower
slopes. Shy and mysterious, it
vanishes into the greenery again...

Lohit means blood, but the river
that winds its way through the
deep, wide valleys of Arunachal is
jade-green in colour. The surface
foams with rapids. It is held that
no bodies of any man or animal
that have fallen into it are ever
found again. The mountain slopes
are gentle, with a dense cover of
banana, bamboo, orange, lemon
and lime trees, crossed by clear
streams.

Shoulders hunched, his back
towards us, the priest chants an
incantation. His voice rises and
falls, like the gurgling of a brook
as it bounces over pebbles. It is a
moonless night and the fire inside
the Mishmi hut offers us both

light and warmth. In the outer
room, a younger priest beats a
sombre tune on his cymbals. A
young man in the family has died.
He had gone out hunting with his
friend and the two had lost their
way in the jungles. It was two
days before they were found — by
then, they had starved to death.

Men of the village gather around
the fire. Women of the family
serve them freshly-made rice beer
in hollow bamboo shoots. They
have calm, sad faces. Fresh, damp
firewood dries on a rack above the
fire. A pungent smell pervades
the air -- cubes of “mithun”-meat
roasting above the fire.

(The “mithun” is a cow-like bovine
found exclusively in Arunachal. Its
meat is mandatory in ceremonies
like weddings and funerals.)

The Mishmis of Arunachal have
traditionally lived in the hills,
surviving on hunting and “jhum”
cultivation. There are three
tribes of Mishmis — the Idu,
Miju and Digaru Mishmis, each
with a distinct language of its
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own. However, intermarriage is
common. How then do they speak
to one another? In fluent Hindi,
brought to them by the Indian
Army, which has been present
there since the 1962 Indo- China
war.

About forty years ago, the Indian
government began coaxing the
Mishmis away from the hillsides
and jhum cultivation, by giving
them free land in the plains. Thus
there grew many villages. Loiliang
in Lohit district is one of them.

We are staying the night in the
hut of the Gaonbura or village
headman. Gaonbura Khogen Boo,
like the other villagers, lives in a
long bamboo hut raised about five
feet above the ground on concrete
pillars.

Each hut is like a train
compartment — you climb up
the wooden stairs and a long
corridor stretches before you with
consecutive rooms on the left.
The first is for visitors, followed
by those for family members and
ending with the kitchen.

Each room has a square of cement
in the centre, on which wood
fires burn. A couple of knotted
strings hang above the fire —
they are invitations -- the nine
knots remind Boo that they have
to attend the Dil ceremony at
a neighbour’s house, nine days
later. Dil is the biggest festival
here, coinciding with the rice
harvest. Women spend days
boiling and fermenting rice to
make the mandatory beer. Every
night, Boo lops off one knot from
his “calendar”.
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“For seven months
a year, when the
rivers are in spate
and even elephants
cannot cross them,
Bhekuliang
becomes an
inaccessible island”

The fire crackles merrily,
providing welcome warmth to the
chilly December night. The floor
and walls are made of bamboo
strips latticed together. Skulls of
antlered deer, horned “mithuns”
and wild mountain goats adorn
the walls — trophies of hunting
expeditions by Boo’s forefathers.

Dinner is simple—nutritious and
delicious. The main dish is rice
steamed with til in hollow bamboo
shoots. Chicken stewed in its own
fat and cauliflower made specially
for the vegetarians among us. The
delicate aroma of green bamboo
clings to every morsel of food.

The Boos spread out warm rugs
for us on the bamboo floors. Their
joy at having us with them is truly
touching. We don’t even notice
when the fire goes out. The latticed
bamboo walls keep a steady stream
of cool air circulating inside.

We are awakened at the crack of
dawn by the adamant crowing of
a cock. The family has the rare
possession of a covered toilet
and a septic tank. Water is piped

from a perennial stream that
flows in the mountains close by...
there are no taps — water just
flows and flows....

The cool, fresh mountain air
has made us hungry. We eagerly
gobble up the breakfast of boiled
sweet potatoes and black tea. Our
next destination is Bhekuliang
village -- the Health Department’s
worst nightmare. For seven
months a year, when the rivers
are in spate and even elephants
cannot cross them, Bhekuliang
becomes an inaccessible island.

There being no road — “kuchha”
or “pucca” — we decide to hoof it.
The eldest Boo daughter gives us
a sackful of large, ripe oranges.
Fresh, sweet and juicy, they help
us through the 25 km journey.

The trail first takes us uphill,
through dense forests of bamboo,
banana and unknown evergreens
and creepers. The only sounds in
the near-darkness are of droning
insects and the occasional bird.

We are with a local official -- a
man named Jogin Tamai -- and
his friend. Jogin carries an ancient
shotgun in case we should meet
any elephants or leopards. Both
are carrying long, traditional
knives, used for cutting branches
as well as cleaving bones.

Jogin unsheathes his knife and
hews off a thick bamboo shoot...
His friend cuts fresh banana
leaves. We begin our descent to
the Digaru river.

The boulder-strewn bed of the
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Digaru is about two kilometres
wide. In December, though, the
river is only a fast, cold stream,
knee-deep and about ten feet wide.

Jogin collects dry driftwood
from the banks of the river. With
his knife, he hews the bamboo
into short pieces. The bamboo
“tumblers” are filled with river-
water, Maggi noodles, tomatoes
and chillies and thrust into the
driftwood fire. In twenty minutes,
lunch is ready. From the hills
-- far away by now -- we hear
the whooping calls of Hoolock
gibbons, the only other primate
found in India — besides us!

Elephant grass ten feet high
surrounds us. Jogin, too, is not
sure of the way. We think of the
young man whose funeral we
attended the day before. Then
Jogin spots the indicators — grass
stalks braided down by some
unknown wayfarer on either side
of the barely visible trail. We
heave a collective sigh of relief.

At one point on the riverbed,
Jogin and his more experienced
friend are both at a loss... There
are boulders large and small all
around us as far as the eye can
see... we don’t know which way to
turn. All of a sudden, we spot three
flat stones placed one on top of the
other, the standard for marking
the path in hilly areas.

It is late afternoon and the
temperature is over 35C. Since
noon, we have been accosted by
scores of tiny, buzzing flies. The
heat makes our temples throb.
How odd that  snow-capped



View of the river Lohit, Arunachal Pradesh

peaks should be visible just on
the horizon!

We  finally  stumble into
Bhekuliang. It is a fairly large
village with the usual bamboo
huts. Among fields of rice and
green pineapples, we spot a couple
of Tata Sky antennae.

The Panchayat pradhan is in
his thirties. Pigs and hens move
around under the raised bamboo
floor. The Pradhan’s wife brings
us piping hot “khichdi” of rice and
mustard leaves, followed by black
tea. Milk is not easily available
here, but we don’t mind.

After feeding us, she returns to
the kitchen where she is weaving
a garment embroidered with
silver thread. Women wear ankle-
length mekhlas draped tightly
without any pleats, paired with

blouses and shawls. The men wear
knee-length skirts and sleeveless
shirts — we marvel that they do
not feel cold.

“What is life like?” we ask.

Food is plentiful, life is
uncomplicated — they smile.

We are seated around the Boos’
kitchen fire. Freshly-plucked
chicken are being roasted here.
Jogin confides — “Other Indians
think we are Chinese loyalists ... it
hurts us... we love our country as
much as any of you...”

“What one wish would he ask for?”

He thinks for a while. “There
are so many trains and buses
to Pakistan and Bangladesh ... I
have heard there are Mishmis in
Tibet — they must be our relatives.
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Teang River, Anjaw District, Arunachal
Pradesh

Wouldn't it be nice if we could see
them ... talk to them?

“The sentinel hills that round
us stand

Bear witness that we loved
our land —
Amidst shattered rocks and

flaming pines

We fought and died on the Namti
Plains;
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Parashuram Kund on River Lohit

O Lohit! Gently by us glide

Pale stars above, softly shine

As we sleep here in sun and rain..”

-- Bernard Dougal

The Namti Plains are wide,
flat meadows high up on the
mountains, near the border with
Tibet. Chir pines grow over the
site of the most decisive battle
fought during the Indo-China
war — the battle of Walong. This
is where the rising sun first
touches India. This is where the
Indian soldiers fought the Chinese
along with starvation and bitter
cold. Even today, it is not unusual
for the Border Roads Organisation
to unearth bones while laying
roads here.
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Far below, the Lohit flows in a
deep, wide valley; its clear, green
roaring waters hold our gaze by
some unknown, primitive spell ...
Hidden behind towering cliffs, the
sun lights up the sky with a pale
glow ... Arun — the dawning sun
in the month of Magha, bringer of
warmth and hope ...

Alumnus (Physics/2000-03)

Civil Servant with Gout. of India



In Search of
Pertumed Lands

ANITA SENGUPTA

Samarkand is a... perfumed name... it had delicate aromatic
associations... as if it were a magic city... John Gunter (Inside

Russia Today)

unter’s description  of

Samarkand as a “perfumed

city” is reflective of a
narrative mode that dominates
the study of the Central Asian
region. In fact, so pervasive is
this “romantic” influence that
even today the idea of an “antique
world” remains the overwhelming
impression in most studies on
the region. This “romantic”
interest was created by a genre
of literature that identified the
region as an “unexplored”, yet
naturally well endowed area,
geostrategically situated at the
crossroads of civilizations and
thereby repeatedly subject to
invasions by groups of people who
left behind traces of their own
culture. Fascinating tales emerged
from the writings of people who
ventured into these strange lands,
and for decades these tales set the
tone of writings on the region.
Interestingly, contemporary

studies reflect a re-emergence of
this theme, pointing to continuing
geostrategic interests. Writings
on the region viewed it almost as
a “pawn” in a game that was being
played out by the expansionist
Tsarist state and British imperial
power. A whole genre of literature
developed that identified the
region merely “as a variable tract
of land” between two expansionist
powers. This geopolitical theme
neglected crucial internal
developments taking place
within the region, in the course of
transformation of the semi-feudal
principalities into republics based
on modern “rational” principles.

The so called “re-emergence” of
the “new great game” in the region
has resulted in writings which
are engaged in looking back on
the era when advancing Russian
imperialism had  confronted
British interests in the region.
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The “suicidal” missions into
unchartered territory that had
begun in the first half of the 19th
century are the theme of this
literature. The image of the region
that was prevalent at the time
and the one that is sought to be
portrayed now is perhaps best
illustrated by the introductory
paragraph in one of the better
known of these writings, The
Great Game, where the author
reconstructs an event, more than
a century old, as representative of
the socio-political situation prior
to the October revolution:

On a June morning in 1842,
in the Central Asian town of
Bokhara, two ragged figures
could be seen kneeling in the
dust in the great square before
the Emir’s palace. Their arms
were tied tightly behind their
backs and they were in a pitiful
condition... Not far away,
were two freshly dug graves.
Looking on in silence was a
small crowd of Bokharans.
Normally executions attracted
little attention in this remote
and still medieval caravan
town, for under the Emir’s
vicious and despotic rule, they
were all too frequent. But this
one was different. The two
men kneeling in the blazing
midday sun were British
officers.

This is the story of two British
officers Conolly and Stoddart,
who had arrived in Bukhara
during the reign of the ill famed
Emir Nasrullah, and had refused
to follow his orders and convert
to Islam. Their fate at the hands of
the Emir was to influence thinking
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“The Bolshevik
victory in the region
resulted in another
group of men who
led “desperate
plots” to overthrow
the Bolsheviks in
the region. Their
accounts of the time
and the story of
their escape out of
the region were also
part of the “great
game” writings”

on the region for decades. It is an
unfortunate reflection on a genre
of scholarship on the region that
accounts written more than a
century later, during which time
the region experienced at least
two transitions, still begin their
descriptions with the story of
Conolly and Stoddart and how
they were dragged out of the
Emir’s palace to be put to death
for not accepting the dictates of
the autocratic man.

This examination of the region
from an onlooker’s perspective
has its tradition in the era of the
“great game” when focus on the
expanding Tsarist and British
imperial powers reduced the
historical status of the region
to a pawn. This was also the era
of the invasion of the region

by numerous travelers who
visited the region under varying
pretexts to report back on what
was actually happening in the
heartlands of Asia. While many of
them left behind copious records
of their travels and impressions of
the people, these were obviously
coloured by the traveler’s
prejudices. In a number of cases
these were prejudices that had
already been formed even prior
to their arrival by negative reports
of the fate of missionaries who
had preceded them. In most cases
they were also the political agents
of their governments and had
particular motives in mind while
writing their reports. However
these remain as interesting
sketches of the social, political,
economic and cultural life of
the people. The constant strife
that they portray was of course
conducive to the imperialist plans
for takeover that followed in the
decades to come. Two travelers
who have left interesting accounts
of this region are Alexander
Burnes and Arminius Vambery.
Burnes had travelled to Bokhara
in 1831, at the time of Emir
Nasrullah and Vambery later in
1863, during the reign of his son
Mozaffar-ed-Din. Since these
two accounts were written in the
context of the developing conflict
over the region they are useful as
political accounts of the nature
and extent of the boundaries of
the Khanates and of the nature of
internal dissensions in the region.

The Bolshevik victory in the
region resulted in another group
of men who led “desperate plots”
to overthrow the Bolsheviks in
the region. Their accounts of the
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time and the story of their escape
out of the region were also part of
the “great game” writings. In the
course of their flight out of lands
controlled by the Bolsheviks,
these men moved across towns
and villages and the portrayal
of the journey provides not just
personal experiences but also the
reactions of people and the state
of the region. These reminiscences
furnished valuable information
and supplied the ingredients for
numerous sensational romances
and fiction. Despite their obvious
biases they provide interesting
insights. Most of these men
escaped either to Kashgar or to
Meshed. Paul Nazaroff’s Hunted
Through Central Asia is an
account of a prosperous mine
owner and leading member
of the Russian community in
Tashkent, whose opposition to
the Bolsheviks resulted in his
arrest. The story that he narrates
is that of his escape to Kashgar.
He describes, in the course of this
journey, the groups of people with
whom he hid, the Sarts and the
Kyrgyz, and portrays the misery
that the revolution apparently
brought in its wake. Again, the
image of the households described
here is typical of the entire genre of
literature that examines the region
from an onlooker’s perspective. It
also carries the impression of an
imminent British intervention,
suggested by the activities of such
men as Colonel F.M. Bailey, whose
own account of his anti-Bolshevik
activities is available in Mission
to Tashkent. Bailey had been
sent to report on the possibilities
of an anti-Bolshevik uprising
which would be helped by British
forces. The nearly total lack of



support that this mission faced
led to its abandonment. Mission
to Tashkent is a bizarre story of a
British agent who escaped out of
the region into Meshad disguised
as a Bolshevik agent in pursuit of
himself. Hopkirk also describes
another group of men who went
in search of the treasures of these
regions, the story of Sevin Hedin,
Sir Aurel Stein, and Paul Pelliot,
men whom he rather appropriately
calls “foreign devils”.

Today the region has once again
engaged the attention of a number
of non-specialists who have moved
through desert and mountain
and a long course of abandoned
history to weave together images
of a lost world. - “...somewhere in
the core of the greatest land- mass
on earth, beyond more familiar
nations, there pulsed another
country, half forgotten, to which
the rest were all peripheral...”
writes Colin Thubron, in The
Lost Heart of Asia. There is,
however, an amazing continuity
in the images that have emerged
in the two sets of writings,
nearly a century apart from each
other. A similar reflection of the
exotic Orient, which eludes the
Occidental traveler’s rational
mind, and the fallout of the
colonial encounter, remains an
abiding theme. The images in
these writings today are made real
by encounters with individuals
whose casual observations serve
to reinforce assumptions against
reality and stand in place of
serious ethnographic research.
The importance of this need not
be reduced, for in numerous
instances these lead to amazing
insights into the essence of groups

of people and their demographic
character. However, the images
that are generated in the course of
these accounts seem to reinforce
the authors’ own preconceived
understanding of the “lost world”
and fail to explore the possibilities
inherent in the region itself. Like
all non-specialists, Thubron’s
delight in certain themes would
have gained from a more moderate
projection closer to reality. One
such theme is that of “revival” in
general and the revival of faith
in particular. The sense of an all
pervasive Nagshbandi upsurge
is possibly more a reflection of
Thubron’s expectation of a sudden
revival rather than an actual event.

Another such journey was
undertaken as the  world
underwent the end of a historical
era. Undertaken by an Italian,
Tiziano Terzani and described as
Goodnight Mister Lenin, it has the
rather gruesome task of a search
for the “corpse of Communism”
which takes the author through
Siberia, Central Asia and the
republics of the Caucasus. It
provides an image of the turbulent
times and elucidates the political
transformations that took place as
the Soviet Union crumbled. But it
is also an interesting ethnographic
record of minorities, forgotten by
time, of rebels who become state
leaders of old poets and young
mafiosi. The end of an era and the
tumbling down of the “scepter and
crown” is more palpably present
in Terzani’s descriptions as is
the pathos of groups of people
displaced by turbulent political
change. Terzani quotes Misha, “a
palefaced bearded Jew” whohopes
that the last remaining statue of
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“There is, however,
an amazing
continuity in the
images that have
emerged in the two
sets of writings,
nearly a century
apart from each
other. A similar
reflection of the
exotic Orient, which
eludes the Occidental
traveler’s rational
mind, and the fallout
of the colonial
encounter, remains
an abiding theme”

Lenin would remain in the square
in Bishkek, as without it he too
would have to go for “... after all
I'm not Kyrgyz either”. At other
times the artificiality of the ethno-
territorial divisions of the people
is evident in the words of a group
of elders, who, when asked about
their nationality by the author
with his modern notions of the
sanctity of territorial boundaries.
answer “... the Prophet knows no
races ... It was the Communist
party that divided wus.” The
overriding impression that one
gets from Terzani’s description
of his journey is one of an all
pervasive search for “dollars”
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“One such classic
contact zone was
Central Asia-the
zone where orthodox
Russian culture
came into contact
with the mores of a
frontier Muslim world
and became the
continuing object of

”

‘imperial eyes”.

among the people rather than
of social transformations in the
period of transition. One aspect
that he stresses however is the
deterioration of ethnic relations,
particularly a strong anti-Russian
feeling among Central Asians. He
also notices a sense of superiority
among Russians for whom Central
Asians are “lazy and less civilized”.

The growing sense of differences
among Central Asians themselves
is also evident as a group of Tajiks
told the author about the Uzbeks,
“.. we are poets and they are
traders.” A certain element of
the exotic is present throughout
Terzani’s descriptions. Terzani
describes an early morning bazaar
in these words, “...an old man
walks about with a pan of smoking
medicinal herbs. The vendors
wave their hands to waft the
smoke over themselves and
brush it into their hair. They pay
a few kopecks for the service
which is meant to drive away evil

spirits.” While on the one hand
this description is an interesting
pointer to the non-Islamic
traditions that are a continuing
part of the culture of the people,
it is also typically a European’s
picture of the Orient, dominated
by images of a quintessentially
non-European world.

Books on travel and exploration
often create images which lead
to what Mary Louise Pratt terms
“discursive reformulations” of
the explored lands, that then
come to be generally accepted.
In a number of instances they
also provide the first impetus for
detailed ethnographic studies,
particularly along what Pratt calls
the “contact zone”. This zone was
the space of colonial encounters-
the space in which peoples
historically and geographically
separated come into contact with
each other and establish ongoing
relationships. One such classic
contact zone was Central Asia-
the zone where orthodox Russian
culture came into contact with the
mores of a frontier Muslim world
and became the continuing object
of “imperial eyes”. For the Central
Asian region the influence of travel
writing on social science is evident
from the fact that geopolitics and
its corollary, the importance of the
strategic location of Central Asia,
subsequently become central in
social science writings on the
region.

Travel Writings

Peter Hopkirk, The Great Game,
On Secret Service in High
Asia, Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 1991
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PHOTO GALLERY
CRICKET MATCH (PAST Vs PRESENT), 18™ JANUARY, 2014

REUNION, 20™ JAN, 2014




PHOTO GALLERY
CULTURAL FUNCTION, 12™ JULY, 2014
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PHOTO GALLERY

INTER COLLEGE DEBATE COMPETITION,
12™ SEPTEMBER, 2014

SEMINAR (POL. Sc DEPT., 18™ DECEMBER, 2014




PHOTO GALLERY
BIJAYA SAMMILANTI, 15™ NOVEMBER, 2014
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PHOTO GALLERY
SANTINIKETAN TRIP, 12™-14™ DECEMBER, 2013
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With best compliments from

MBG COMMODITIES PVT. LTD

(An I1SO 9001:2008 Company)
Regd. Office:#8-2-293/174/A/26, 2nd Floor
Road No. 14, Banjarahills, Hyderabad-500034 (India), Phone: 91 40 67330750, Fax: 91 40 67330699

E-mail: mail@mbgcommodities.com e Website: www.mbgcommodities.com

IMPORTERS OF STEAM COAL AT ALL THE MAJOR PORTS IN INDIA « REAL ESTATES DEVELOPERS

COAL WASHERIES AT TALCHER, RAMAGUNDAMS& IBVALLEY * SHARES & STOCK BROKERS

Associates: Mandhani Securities Ltd. ® Global Coal & Mining Pvt. Ltd.
e Mandhani Carriers Pvt. Ltd. e Trident Properties Pvt.Ltd.

Trusts: G.L.Mandhani Charitable Trust.
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A Tradition of Taste
Website: www.kcdas.co.in
Inventor of:

Rassogolla, Amritakumbha, Rossomalai

SHOWROOMS

© 11A, Esplanade East, Kolkata-700069, Phone: 2248-5920
@ Nobiln Chandra Das, 77 Jatindra Mohan Avenue, Kolkata-700005
(Opp. Shyambazar A.V. School), Phone: 2554-5689
© 119, Lake Town, Block-B, Kolkata-700089 (Opp. Laketown Girls School), Phone: 7278223783
® 28, Rash Behari Avenue (Opp. Gurudwara), Kolkata-700026, Phone: 2419-8383
® 426, Jodhpur Park (Opp. Carmel High School), Kolkata-700068, Phone: 9831082852

BANGALORE SHOWROOM

3, St. Marks Road, Bangalore-560001, Phone: 0091-080-2558-7003/5672

CONN
CT1
ON

Connecting minds...

79, Raja Basanta Roy Road
Kolkata-7000 29

Tel: 2466 2837 / 9903049596
email: connectionspr@gmail.com

With best compliments from

Manufacturer Exporter & Importer
An 1SO 9001:2008 Certified Company
309, B.B. Ganguly Street, Kolkata 700012
Factory: 51.52, Lock Gate Road, Kolkata 700002
Cell: 9830053376, Ph: (O): +91 33 25300822
E-mail: sanjaydtta@yahoo.com/zenpollenpaints@yahoo.com
Website: www.zenpollenpaints.com

With best compliments from

45 Raja Rammohan Ray Sarani, Kolkata 700009
Phone:(033) 2354 5688 / 2350 8113
Mobile: 9833034192, 9836255222
email: prabaha45@gmail.com
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