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Presidency Alumni Association

Anuradha Lohia Urmi Chatterji

Jayanta Kumar Mitra Devasish Sen

Jayanta Aikat
Lopamudra Dutta Gupta
Alak Banerjee
Prasanta Ray
Milan Bhowmik

Bivas Chaudhuri
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Ajanta Dey

Amit Choudhury
Animesh Sen

Anindya Kumar Mitra
Ashutosh Ghosh
Champak Bhattacharyya
Kamal Kali Kundu
Kamal Kanti Ghosh
Kanchan Datta
Kathakali Jana

Kaushick Saha
Madhusree Ghosh
Mamata Ray

Patrali Ghosh

Sanchita Mukherjee
Sandip Kar

Sanjay Rai

Shiva Vrata Goon

Subha Sankar Sarkar
Swati Thakur Chakrabarty
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Subcommittees

Editorial &
Publication Board

Nabaneeta Dev Sen

Kathakali Jana
Urmi Chatterji

Mamata Ray
Biswanath Das
Prasanta Roy
Prasad Ranjan Ray
Chaitali Brahma
Maloy Rakshit
Tathagata Dasgupta

Cultural

Kamal Kali Kundu

Kathakali Jana

Mainak Sengupta
Bitanbindu Bandyopadhyay
Swati Thakur Chakrabarty
Syamasri Roy Chowdhury
S Venkatramani

Biswajit Dutta

Durba Bandyopadhyay

Global Outreach &
Alumni Relations

Sandip Kar

Anindya Dutta

Amit Choudhury

Membership

Kaushick Saha

Sanchita Mukherjee

Kaushik Roy Chaudhury
Debirupa Basu

Roshni Chakraborty
Ashis Dey

Shibendu Bikash Guha
Patrali Ghosh
Patralekha Mitra

Sandip Kar

Saubhik Ghosh

Surajit Ghosh

Seminar & Debate

Ashutosh Ghosh

Yajnaseni Chakraborty
(up to August, 2016)

Madhusree Ghosh
(from September, 2016)

Sakti Bhattacharyya
Milan Pal

Pradip Gooptu
Sayantan Adhikari

Social responsibility

Ajanta Dey

Swati Thakur Chakrabarty

Biswarup De

Partha Paul

Subhra Saha

Sanjay Rai

Mamata Ray

Tathagata Dasgupta
Piyali Neogi (Sengupta)
Nandini Das

Sanjay Bhattacharyya
Aparna Roy

Bishakha Ghatak
Subhra Mukhopadhyay
Ganguly

Reunion & Sports

Champak Bhattacharyya

Biswarup De

Sayantan Adhikari
Bibaswan Basu
Sumalya Mukhopadhyay

Finance

Kanchan Datta

Merchandise &
Office Management

Shiva Vrata Goon

Patrali Ghosh

Sanjay Rai

Sanchita Bhowmick
Debarati Bhar
Asish Dey

Note: President,Vice-Presidents are permanent invitees, Secretary and Joint Secretary are ex-officio members of all sub-committees.



Bicentennial Celebration Committee

Anindya Kumar Mitra

Bivas Chaudhuri

Urmi Chatterji
Sandip Kar

Chief Patron and all members of the Executive Council
Presidency Alumni Association
Representatives from the Chapters

Satya Brata Mookherjee
Senior advocate & former Union Minister

Rakhi Sarkar
Director & Curator, Centre for International Modern Art (CIMA)

Aparna Sen
Indian filmmaker, screenwriter and actress

Sutirtha Bhattacharya
Chairman, Coal India Ltd.

Rudrangshu Mukherjee
Founding Vice Chancellor & Professor of History, Ashoka University

Sugata Bose
Gardiner Professor of Oceanic History & Affairs, Harvard University

Ram Ray
Chairman & Managing Directot, Response India (P) Ltd.

Note: Advisory Board - arranged in increasing order of seniority as members to the Association
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Former Editors-in-Chief and Editors

Year

1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1967
1968
1980-81
1981-82
1982-83

1983-84

1984-85

1985-86

1987-88

1988-89

1989-90

1990-91

1991-92

1992-93

Editor-in-Chief

Atul Chandra Gupta
Srikumar Banerjee
Srikumar Banerjee
Srikumar Banerjee
Srikumar Banerjee
Srikumar Banerjee
Srikumar Banerjee
Srikumar Banerjee
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Editor

Amulyadhan Mukherjee
Amulyadhan Mukherjee
Amulyadhan Mukherjee
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Pratap Chandra Chunder
Pratap Chandra Chunder

Hiranmay Banerjee
Pratap Chandra Chunder

Hiranmay Banerjee
Pratap Chandra Chunder

Pratap Chandra Chunder
Sankarsan Roy

Pratap Chandra Chunder
Asok Mitra

Pratap Chandra Chunder
Sankarsan Roy

Pratap Chandra Chunder
Sankarsan Roy

Pratap Chandra Chunder
Debajyoti Das

Debajyoti Das
Atindra Mohan Gun
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Former Editors-in-Chief and Editors

Year

1993-94

1994-95
199596
1996-97
1998-99
1999-2000
2000-01
2001-02
2002-03
2003-04
2004-05
2005-06
2006-07
2007-08
2008-09
2009-10
2010-11
2011-12
2012-13
2013-14
2014-15
2015-16

2016-17

Editor-in-Chief

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Amalendu Das Gupta
Amalendu Das Gupta
Amalendu Das Gupta
Amalendu Das Gupta
Amalendu Das Gupta
Amalendu Das Gupta
Amalendu Das Gupta
Tapan Raychaudhuri
Tapan Raychaudhuri
Tapan Raychaudhuri
Tapan Raychaudhuri
Tapan Raychaudhuri
Nabaneeta Dev Sen
Nabaneeta Dev Sen
Nabaneeta Dev Sen
Nabaneeta Dev Sen
Nabaneeta Dev Sen
Nabaneeta Dev Sen

Nabaneeta Dev Sen

Editor

Debajyoti Das
Atindra Mohan Gun
Kajal Sengupta
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|| FROM THE SECRETARY'S DESK ||

A Longing Lingering Look Behind

BIVAS CHAUDHURI

here was no centenary celebration in the year
T1917 because of the First World War. There was

no sesquicentenary celebration in 1967 owing to
the Naxalite movement in Kolkata, especially within the
College. When during apparently peaceful circumstances,
the quartoseptcentennial celebration was planned in the
year 1992, the Babri Masjid incident shook the nation and
the celebration was postponed to 1993.

Hope to ward off the jinx in the bicentenary year of our
alma mater.

A few intellectuals felt that Hindoo College and Presidency
College were not in continuum. They validated the
centenary celebration of Presidency College in the year
1955. The historical records, however, exhibit enough
evidence to justify the celebration of 200 Years of Excellence
(1817-2017), describing a journey commencing from
Hindoo College and arriving at Presidency University.

It is a curious tradition that we do not observe the
Foundation Day of the institution. January 20 is observed
as the Founders’ Day. The College was founded by Raja
Ram Mohan Roy, Radhakanta Deb, David Hare, Justice
Sir Edward Hyde East, Baidyanath Mukhopadhyay and
Rasamay Dutt, to all of whom we pay tribute on the
occasion.

Every year, traditionally, the head of institution and the
Executive Council of Presidency Alumni Association
assemble in the Arts Library in the main building to pay
tribute to the founders at the site of the foundation stone
on January 20. This is followed by the Founders’ Day
meeting at the Derozio Hall. This is also the day for an
Annual Reunion, organized by the Alumni Association.
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Interestingly, the College had no alumni association for
almost a century. A reunion of the alumni took place in
‘Marakata Kunja® (Emerald Bower) of the Tagores on
January 1, 1875. On January 20, 1915, Prafulla Chandra
Ghosh took alead and established an old Boys’ Association.
Still, nothing concrete came out of the move. In 1925, a
similar initiative to form an alumni association taken by
the same professor met with an identical fate. On March
20, 1926, some sort of an ‘alumni meet’ took place when
the college arranged a gathering of ‘veteran graduates of
fifty years.

A more organized attempt was made in 1934 and a
Presidency College Association was formed with Surendra
Nath Mallick as Chairman and Prasanta Chandra
Mabhalanobis as Secretary. Unfortunately once again the
endeavour proved to be abortive. On January 19, 1951, a
meeting of the former students of the college was called by
a press notice. It was held in the Physics Lecture Theatre
with Mahmood Ahmad, the senior most alumnus in
the chair. Amongst other agenda, the meeting set up an
Organizing Committee with Atul Chandra Gupta as
Chairman and Jatish Chandra Sengupta, the Principal of
the College, as the Secretary.

On April 17, 1951, the Organizing Committee called
a General Meeting of the members. Of the 300 alumni
enrolled either as life or ordinary members, 117 attended
that meeting. It was chaired by Satinath Ray. The first
office bearers and members of the Executive Council were
elected. The office bearers were: President: ~Atul Chandra
Gupta, Vice-Presidents: Satinath Ray, Shyamaprasad
Mukhopadhyay and Secretary: Jatish Chandra Sengupta,
Principal. At long last Presidency College had got an



Alumni Association, which has been functioning without
any interruption since its inception in 1951.

In the year 2010, the college was conferred the status of
university. In June 2016 the association acquired a new
office behind the Baker Laboratory building.

As they say, change is the only constant. Slowly and surely,
the institution is taking new shape, with the objective of
becoming a world class university - a centre of excellence.
There is no hesitation in admitting that the present State
government is generous in funding the institution. The
most nostalgic domain of our youth has donned a new
look. A section of the alumni is agitated over the changes
in the main gate and portico, arguing that such acts disturb
the heritage of an iconic institution.

The bicentenary celebration of the alumni association is
special to all alumni who are nostalgic. It is an occasion for
reconnecting with the past, a time for homecoming.

Another curious tradition of the alumni association is to
grant membership to anyone who has taken admission
in the college or university, even for a short period. The
successful completion of a course is not at all a criterion.
This perhaps is in keeping with the spirit of a remarkable
institution whose dropouts are no less worthy than
those that passed out of it. Rabindranath Tagore, Swami
Vivekananda, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and many
more remarkable personalities are in the list.

A student of Presidency College was known for his or
her variety of interests and not just academic merit. The
intellectual and creative manifestation of the students
of this institution was more evident in their adda, the
songs they sang, the graffiti they wrote on the walls, the
magazines they brought out, the debates they participated
in and even in the political contests of the students’ union.
The freedom to rebel and the urge to think out of the box
were de rigueur in Hindoo-Presidency. Modernity and
free thought were a lineage from the days of Derozio.
The concoction of intellectual creativity, academic merit
laced with trivial vices was a fatal attraction. A brilliant
student of economics of the late “70s was once brought to
the Hare Street Police Station for loitering on the streets
in an inebriated condition. He recited from Thomas de
Quincey’s ‘Confessions of an English Opium Eater’ to
the officer-in-charge to explain the correlation between
creativity and addiction. The officer was so impressed that
he asked his driver to drop him at his home.
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There was another group of students at Presidency. They
were meritorious but were isolated from the ‘mainstream.
Though not necessarily subaltern, they were mostly from
arural background. Presidency was therefore not classless.
Student politics was often based on such divide but it was
not easy to predict, in general, who would subscribe to
which political party: Chhatra Parishad or SFI or DSO or
SA or IC. The chequered history of the college in grooming
great political personalities cannot be ignored. The
President of India (Dr. Rajendra Prasad), the President
of Bangladesh (Abu Sayeed Chowdhury) and the Prime
Minister of Pakistan (Muhammad Ali of Bogra) were
alumni. The alumni list comprises three Chief Ministers
of West Bengal, one Lok Sabha Speaker and several union
and state ministers. There were many interesting twists
in political beliefs also. Since the Naxalite movement
in Presidency College was the most talked about in the
history of student politics of the college, the stories are
equally interesting. A staunch Naxalite leader of early *70s
eventually became a senior police officer in the US; on the
other hand, the son of a dreaded Police Commissioner of
the early 70s was arrested from the college for his Naxalite
connection.

Though the alumni have made their outstanding mark
in almost every walk of life, there exists a bias towards
the achievers in the academic field. Presidency prefers to
showcase its academic power in the fields of science, social
science, arts and literature, rather than those of politics
and bureaucracy. Not that the aura of professionals was
less but that the brilliance of academics was more dazzling
in its domain.

Presidency has seen enough destruction during the days
of the Naxalite movement. It has witnessed political plans
to usurp academic excellence and autonomy in the name
of egalitarianism. But surprisingly, nothing could wither
the outstanding intellectual pursuit of the students. The
Pierian Spring of knowledge and inspiration has flowed
uninterrupted.

The alumni of Presidency in their gatherings often
ruminate about the old days and one of the best story
tellers is Dilipda. He remains a custodian of many untold
facts and his vivid memory for anecdotes enlivens many
an occasion. Dilipda has been in charge of the Alumni
Office in Presidency Campus since his retirement from
the college. An alumnus holds on to his or her days in
Presidency. The bicentenary celebrations will create a
rendezvous for all of them.



Alumni Association has taken various initiatives to
celebrate the bicentenary. The “Tribute to Bikash Roy’ was a
curtain raiser on December 18, 2016, at Nandan II. A short
film, created by the Alumni Association on Bikash Roy,
the legendary artist and alumnus, was screened alongside
a discussion by Soumitra Chattopadhyay, Jagannath Bose
and Jawhar Sircar.

The stage is set for the celebration of the 200th Founders’
Day on January 20, 2017, at the Derozio Hall where
Shri Pranab Mukherjee, Hon'ble President of India,
and Dr Manmohan Singh, eminent scholar and former
Prime Minister of India, have kindly consented to grace
the occasion in the evening and the morning sessions,
respectively. Ustad Rashid Khan will perform in the
evening. Prof Sukanta Chaudhuri will receive the Atul
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Chandra Gupta Distinguished Alumnus Award 2017 and
Presidency Alumni Gold Medal and cash prizes of Rs.
25,000/- each will be awarded to the toppers in Arts and
Science at the undergraduate levels in 2016.

The association has drawn up plans for iconic events
through 2017 until January 20, 2018. Support has come
from many unexpected quarters. The opportunity to
witness and organise the bicentennial celebrations of the
alma mater is a unique and life time opportunity for any
alumnus to give back to it a tiny bit of what one has got.

The alumni association wishes a very happy new year to the
Presidency family and invites all alumni and their family
members, students, faculty and the staff of Presidency to
join the bicentennial celebrations.
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English Studies:
The Presidency Legacy

SUKANTA CHAUDHURI

was a student for three years, then a teacher for nearly

nineteen, in the English Department of Presidency

College. It seems appropriate to write about the lessons
for English studies, especially in India, that I carried away
from there or developed on that basis. Much has been
written about the illustrious teachers of the Department,
often in a vein of sentimental rapture that trivialized or even
misrepresented their serious professional contribution.
It may be useful to focus on how they approached their
discipline, and what legacy they have left their successors.

I had the singular good fortune to be taught by Presidency’s
last full range of luminaries in English studies, and then to
work with some of them. They were very different from
one another - in fact, they had their differences in every
sense, as any group of intelligent humans must do. But they
appeared to subscribe to a common academic ethos and
agenda. They modified it in the light of experience, and
in response to new developments in the discipline and its
supporting technology. That is the first thing to remember
about their legacy: like any worthwhile legacy, it needs to
be constantly assessed and redefined. Uncritical imitation
is poor homage.

To start with the most down-to-earth, they firmly anchored
the discipline in primary texts. This should be too obvious
to state, but much literary scholarship seems virtually to
cultivate an avoidance of the text. That is patently true of
rote-learning for exams, but also at more exalted levels of
literary analysis. Yet deep analysis of texts must be admitted
as the core task of literary scholarship, one to which no
other discipline aspires in the same way. For the rest,
students of literature make tentative forays into various
sectors of philosophy, linguistics, history and the social
sciences — even, rarely, mathematics and the ‘true’ sciences.
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One might even say uncharitably that they do half-bakedly
what specialists in those fields do fully and well. But when
it comes to analysing textual or documentary material,
literary scholars can offer their expertise to the rest. Sadly
but irreversibly, we have come to confine the term ‘textual
studies’ to a single branch of our discipline; it should fitly
be applied to everything that happens in a department of
literature.

The text, then, and the whole text; but nothing but the
text? Here we may pause. My student days preceded the
advent of what is now designated the Age of Theory.
It began around the time I started teaching, but made
little impact in India at first, especially in a conservative
institution like Presidency. In this context, ‘theory’ is a
makeshift catch-all phrase for a wide range of approaches
and pursuits, often disjunct from or even incompatible
with each other. Some fields of theory penetrate far more
deeply into the text than conventional literary criticism,
usually to draw philosophic conclusions on verbalization
and communication. Other fields place texts in various
psychological, social and historical contexts and study
them chiefly in that regard: feminism, postcolonialism,
new historicism and psychoanalytic criticism, to name
only four that have enjoyed wide vogue. In other words,
these fields of theory use texts as instruments to explore
other terrains.

There need be no conflict between these two overarching
agenda of theoretical inquiry, one immersed in the text,
the other transcending it. Each can, should, and in the best
practice does serve the needs of the other. Yet they often
seem to operate in isolation or even opposition. Committed
theorists can be impatient of the text, applying pre-set
premises to the works they address instead of shaping the



premises in the light of the works. Yet those premises can be
valuable in intent and perspective, illuminating the works
more than conventional exercises in close reading. Both
approaches can pass into the clichéd and unproductive:
the tired idiom of a depleted liberal humanism against the
arrogance of newfound, self-absorbed doctrines. It is left
to the rare individual scholar to combine the two in an
integrated inquiry. We have not worked the task into the
basic pedagogy of our discipline.

The last half-century has thrown up another challenge that
specially concerns countries like ours. To be worth pursuing
at all, many lines of theory must engage with the theorist’s
immediate social or historical situation. In a department of
English in, say, India, this means passing beyond the ambit
of literature written in English or, indeed, literature of any
kind. Across India, English departments are morphing into
departments of Culture Studies. This would be a welcome
development were it not that — in not only financial but,
more crucially, academic terms - it is proving a cut-price
deal to have two departments, or indeed several, for the
price of one. We can end up doing badly in the English
department what we should be doing well in the Bengali or
Hindi or Marathi or Tamil department, or a department of
sociology, film studies or art history. We are also forgoing
by default the expansion of English studies into the study
of other Western languages, histories and cultures, for
which our universities usually have no other provision.
We value, even to adulation, Western scholarship in Indian
and other non-Western fields of study; but we would rob
ourselves of the scope, as a mature nation, to extend our
own efforts in the opposite direction.

I think it fair to say that the old Presidency tradition of
English studies provides a rich model for this outward-
looking expansion of our discipline while being unduly
neglectful or hostile to its engagement with our closer
cultural ambience. The former model is all the more
crucial in being virtually unique: as decades of library
acquisitions bear out, the Presidency training reached out
to other languages, cultures and art forms (especially the
visual arts), affording admirably wide entry to a global
and multimodal culture before those terms were invented.
Now that the age of globalization is upon us, it often proves
to enforce a restrictive uniformity; and multimedia can
have a diffusing rather than enriching effect. We may have
something to gain from the Presidency example of what
was, in its day, a modest but proactive exercise in liberal
humanism.
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| think it fair to say that the old
Presidency tradition of English
studies provides a rich model for
this outward-looking expansion
of our discipline while being
unduly neglectful or hostile to its
engagement with our closer
cultural ambience.

Such ventures beyond set curricular limits (and those
limits were very narrow indeed in the English syllabus of
the day) involve some practical problems. They require
much more infrastructure than is commonly allowed to
humanities departments even today. Forty years ago, a
classroom with benches and a staff table with a few teacups
would be considered furnishment enough. Any equipment,
or even books not directly relevant to the syllabus, had to
be fought for, often without success. Taraknath Sen fought
many battles with the bureaucracy for a record player and
enhanced library grants to procure, among other treasures,
arich collection of art books, unmatched in all or most art
colleges in India. They were a mainstay of Arun Kumar
Das Gupta’s strategy to lead us into the intricacies of the
European Renaissance. This array of resources was central
to the elaborate pedagogic framework that Professor Sen,
more than anyone else, gifted the English department,
as a potential (though seldom adopted) model for the
College as a whole. Twenty years later, I played my part in
a battle to buy the College’s first photocopier. I also hailed
with gratitude the efforts of Subrata Datta, then Head
of Physics, to set up a small computer lab where many
teachers including myself made first contact with a PC.

Funding agencies have now accepted the need for a
modicum of equipment in the humanities, though usually
far below requirements. We can fault them the less in that
many scholars in the humanities are themselves reluctant
to use technology. Projection facilities and audio-visual
aids to classroom teaching are acknowledged more often
than employed. The imaging technology and, vastly more,
the computational analysis that can transform research
into texts are largely ignored, with a suspicion bred by
unfamiliarity.

The suspicion is not unfounded. The often misguided



efforts of computer enthusiasts do not help matters, for
they would make an agent of the instrument, claiming for
the machine what only an intelligent human can deliver.
This is not the place for a reasoned advocacy of digital
humanities, but the task needs doing. This is specially so
because, though digital humanities has few worthwhile
centres in India as yet, it has lately become something of
a catchword to benefit private institutes and commercial
outfits of dubious credentials.

Even more imperative is the need to provide adequate
resources, both physical and electronic, for simple
consultation rather than analysis. The physical component
- most simply and crucially, books - should not be
dismissed with the fatuous catchphrase ‘It’s all there
on the Internet’ It just isn't, for any serious study of the
humanities. Meanwhile, the availability of books has
declined alarmingly. As a young scholar, I could find
nearly all the books I needed for serious research in the
Presidency library or, failing that, at Calcutta University or
the National Library. One cannot say the same today of all
Kolkata’s libraries put together. The situation is still bleaker
at other metropolitan centres in India. Yet there has been
no discussion whatsoever towards the pooling of library
funds, collaborative purchases, cross-institutional access
to research scholars, or any other plan to share resources,
let alone any serious demand to enhance them.

Yet I would say that the prospects of research in English
literature - and I do not mean only Indian writing in
English - have expanded in recent times for scholars
based in India. That is partly owing to the greater scope for
short-term travel to libraries abroad; but chiefly because
a great store of material is indeed ‘there on the Internet.
Much of it is on open access and, for most part, can be
freely and legally downloaded. As much if not more (and
that often the most valuable, whether primary material or
the best recent research) can only be accessed through pay
sites, usually at a staggering expense beyond the reach of
any Indian university or even a consortium: institutions
in the affluent West are groaning under the burden. Yet
access them we must if we are to achieve an international
profile that, to be honest, India-based research in English
studies (as opposed to undergraduate training at the best
institutions) cannot claim at present and never has done.
The UGC’s INFLIBNET is a major resource but, sadly,
the only one, fulfilling just a fraction of basic needs in
the humanities. The National Library subscribes to some
valuable databases, but they can only be accessed on-site. A
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particular state university might have achieved something
by its sole funds and efforts. But as with books, there has
been no attempt by institutions to collectively obtain funds
for shared access to at least a few key databases; nor to tie
up with international consortiums that would allow us to
share the sites available to partner institutions.

Given our ground realities, no single institution can set up
a viable platform for such resources; but Presidency’s old
savants, painfully gathering material that seems meagre
and technologically primitive today, offer an example of
academic asset-creation that we would do well to follow.
I think of Taraknath Sen, fighting yet another battle with
a clueless administration to acquire a set of the British
Library catalogues that were, in the 1960s, the biggest
single-window research bibliography in the humanities.
Today, of course, they are available online free of cost, like
the vastly expanded successor to the English Short-Title
Catalogue of yore, and many other basic research tools. I
think of Sailendra Kumar Sen, expending labour, money
and waiting time to obtain photocopies of old Shakespeare
editions for his internationally-acclaimed work on textual
criticism: what might he not have done today with the
Internet Shakespeare Editions and other sites a mouse-
click away. I think of Arun Kumar Das Gupta, dragging
heavy art books to class to show us a fraction of the
reproductions that he could now download from the
Internet. These are inspiring and humbling memories.
We lavish unproductive nostalgia on these masters; but as
an academic community, we have done little to emulate
their devotion to resource creation. I am not talking
of Presidency alone but the state as a whole, which has
benefited no less from the Presidency legacy.

There is a last issue I would briefly raise. Implementing
a varied and dynamic curriculum, extending it to co-
curricular studies and outreach, and summoning the
initiative for focused resource creation - all these ends
call for confidence and freedom of operation in the faculty
carrying out hands-on academic activity. This was what
the old Presidency College, a government institution
‘bound hand and foot by red tape” in Dickens’s phrase, so
cripplingly lacked, and what it might hope to achieve in
its new autonomous avatar as a University. The premises
inherited by the new University were rightly judged
inadequate; swift and welcome steps have been taken to
extend them. I hope the unflagging spirit of the old teachers
may work fully and fitly, as it could not in their own time,
to fill those rooms with assets and those corridors with
spirited voices.
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Creating History

Presidency alumni and the transformation of India

HIRANMAY KARLEKAR

r I {he alumni associations of Presidency University
in Kolkata and Delhi, have chosen to observe
the institution’s bicentenary as a “celebration

of excellence” The reason for this obviously lies in the
achievements of its former students in diverse spheres
as well as the role of the institution itself in shaping and
sharpening their capabilities. Since splitting hair over
words, concepts and their meanings is engaging but
seldom rewarding, I would abort the exercise by stating
that “celebration” here means “rejoicing” and “excellence’,
outstanding ability manifesting itself in landmark
achievements. In terms of the latter, Presidency University’s
alumni have a distinguished record in fields as diverse as
physics, biophysics, zoology, botany, literature, economics,
cinema, social reform, governance and statesmanship.

The point that a section of critics make by implication is
that these achievements, while admittedly considerable,
have benefitted their authors and specific disciplines
but not made the country a better place. This, it has
been contended, is because of the elitist character of the
institution and its alumni who have not been able to
engage adequately and effectively with the people and
society around them.

Bhadralok

The students and alumni of Presidency University have
mostly come from the category of the bhadralok (literally,
“gentle folk”). In Elite Conflict in a Plural Society:
Twentieth Century Bengal, ].H. Broomfield has described
the bhadralok as “a socially privileged and consciously
superior group, economically dependent on landed rents
and professional and clerical employment” He carefully
distinguished between the bhadralok and the middle
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class. According to him, the bhadralok were upper - and
not middle class, if class was taken as a status group after
Talcott Parsons. For, the category did not include many
middle-class elements in the Marxian sense of the latter
being an economic group, while encompassing persons
from both higher and lower classes.

As a status group, the bhadralok constituted an elite
which, in turn encompassed several elites comprising
professionals like lawyers, doctors, teachers, landlords,
businessmen, government employees and so on. Students
and alumni of Presidency University, therefore, came
from the ranks of the elites. Notwithstanding this, the
contention that their elitist backgrounds prevented them
from playing a transforming role in making India a better
place, merits unceremonious defenestration. Particularly,
the bit about the alumni not being able to empathise with
the poor and the deprived collapses when one recalls
that Dinabandhu Mitra, a playwright and prose-writer
whose play, Nil Darpan (Mirror of Indigo), a searing
indictment of the savage exploitation of Bengal and Bihar
farmers by European indigo planters and their Indian
agents, was an alumnus.

Besides, terms like “a better place” are not only vague but
raise the question: Better in relation to what? An attempted
answer would launch a thousand arguments which would
only burn up the energies of their protagonists. Besides,
the achievements of the alumni have not only enriched
the diverse areas of their striving but catalysed changes
beneficial to the society and polity to which they have
belonged. Viewed thus, they have played a very important
role in shaping modern India’s history and culture.

The fact is that elites are agents both of societal and political



transformation and preserving the status quo. They run
and change societies and lead revolutions. Lenin wrote
in What Is To Be Done:

The history of all countries shows that the working
class, exclusively by its own effort, is able to develop
only trade union consciousness, ie., the conviction
that it is necessary to combine in trade unions, fight
the employers, and strive to compel the government
to pass the necessary labour legislation etc. The theory,
of socialism, however, grew out of the philosophic,
historical and economic theories elaborated by educated
representatives of the propertied classes, by intellectuals.
By their social status, the founders of modern scientific
socialism, Marx and Engels, themselves belonged to the
bourgeois intelligentsia. In the very same way, in Russia,
the theoretical doctrine of social democracy arose
altogether independently of the spontaneous growth
of the working class movement, it arose as a natural
and inevitable outcome of the development of thought
among the revolutionary socialist intelligentsia.

Modernising India

Presidency University and its alumni have contributed
significantly to transforming India. Nothing underlines
this more clearly than the role played by Raja Rammohan
Roy, one of those who took the lead in establishing Hindu
College, in India’s transition to modernity. It earned him
the sobriquet of “The Father of Modern India” He played
a leading part in the abolition of the evil practice of Sati,
promotion of widow remarriage, upholding of the freedom
of the press, and the creation of one of the defining pre-
requisites of modernity--a climate of rational inquiry
which subjected contemporary practices and received
scriptural faith, to relentless scrutiny.

Also among the alumni was Swami Vivekananda, the
strident voice of resurgent India, who was both an
upholder and a searing critic of Hinduism of the day,
spiritually and theologically crippled by an accumulated
dross of superstition and its shocking indifference to
the plight of the poor, if not exploitation of the latter.
Utterly contemptuous of the prevailing taboos among
the Hindus, an outspoken champion of Hindu-Muslim
amity and communal harmony, he was an advocate of
moral, spiritual, intellectual and physical strength (“biceps
of steel” as he had once mentioned as what was needed),
which he thought was an essential requirement for
achieving emancipation.
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If Rammohan Roy was the father of modern India,
Swami Vivekananda had electrified and shaken the
country, urging it to realise its latent greatness. Neither
of them was in politics. Yet what they said and did had a
profound impact on the latter which gradually became co-
terminous with the freedom struggle as the 19" century
rolled to its end and the 20" began unfolding. Rammohan
Roy, who died in Bristol in 1832, did this by launching
movements like the one for the abolition of Sati, which
involved resort to polemic, petitioning, campaigning and
the activism underlying all this. This familiarized not just
the movement’s leaders and participants but all socially-
conscious elements with methods of conducting discourse
and the mechanics of running movements which prepared
the ground for their use during the freedom movement.

Swami Vivekananda’s strident assertion of the greatness
of Hinduism in fora like the Parliament of the World’s
Religions in Chicago in 1893, and the rapturous response it
received, gave a massive boost to the sense of pride in their
religion and heritage growing among the Bhadralok and
other sections with the flowering of the Bengal
Renaissance. His exhortations like the one to the valiant
to cease dreaming and wake up now that the messenger
of death stood near his head and fear did not befit him,
pushed people toward a bold activism which also came to
characterize their participation in the freedom struggle.

Role of the Renaissance

Rammohan Roy and Swami Vivekananda were primarily
inspirational figures in the freedom movement whose
emergence was a result of a number of factors, a critically
important one being the Bengal Renaissance, the
remarkable burst of multi-stream creativity that in many
ways spearheaded India’s transition into modernity which,
in turn, was a response to the impact of Western ideas
facilitated by the introduction of Western education
through the medium of English language following
the adoption by Governor-General William Cavendish
Bentinck’s Council, in 1835, of the famous Minute on
Indian Education by Thomas Babington Macaulay, its Law
Member.

The Renaissance was also a result of British
rule, particularly of the social, economic and
administrative consequences of its expansion leading to
the establishment of a judicial system largely patterned
after Britain’s and the setting up of engineering, medical



While Britishers like Sir William
Jones, James Prinsep, William
Carey, David Hare and Sir Edward
Hyde East had contributed much to
recovering the glories of India’s past
and spreading education, the Bengal

Renaissance was essentially the work
of the Bhadralok.

and other services. The result of all this, and the creation
of supportive educational institutions like medical,
engineering and law colleges, led to the rise of the practice
of law, medicine, engineering, education, and governance,
as distinct professions. Landowners, civil servants, lawyers,
engineers, doctors and teachers, most of whom had passed
through the portals of the Presidency College for some
time at least before embarking on professional education,
became the flag bearers of the Bengal Renaissance through
not only their personal achievements but contribution
to processes like the spread of higher education which
extended the reach of the Renaissance.

One can argue that opposition to the British rule would
have emerged even without it. The massive revolt of 1857
against East India Company’s government had nothing to
do with the Renaissance. The same applies to the struggle
against the savage exploitation and oppression of the
farmers of Bihar, Bengal and Orissa by the Indigo Planters,
and several other peasant uprisings that had occurred.
These revolts, however, failed. Their leaders could not
match the British they faced in administrative, strategic
and tactical ability. They had neither clear visions of the
future nor coherent, comprehensive operational roadmaps
to victory.

The Renaissance, and the educational infrastructure it
rested on, enabled the rise of leaders with the required
qualities. They were educated, could argue with their
British opponents on equal terms, devise effective
strategies and tactics and conceptualise plans of action on a
large scale, A look at stalwarts like Surendranath Banerjea,
Ananda Mohan Bose, Bipin Chandra Pal, Syama Prasad
Mukherjee, Deshabandhu Chittaranjan Das, Subhash
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Chandra Bose, Babu Rajendra Prasad—all alumni of
Presidency University--would make this clear.

Besides, the many achievements notched up during
the Renaissance had given the Bhadralok a feeling of
confidence and self-worth. While Britishers like Sir
William Jones, James Prinsep, William Carey, David
Hare and Sir Edward Hyde East had contributed much
to recovering the glories of Indias past and spreading
education, the Bengal Renaissance was essentially the
work of the Bhadralok. As a result, they felt that they were
equals in intelligence and competence to the British who
ruled over them, and should be treated as such. Having
read the libertarian writings of people like James and John
Stuart Mill, Rousseau and Voltaire, and also the promises
in Queen Victorias Proclamation of 1858, they thought
they would be. They were not. Their effort to gain access to
the highest level of the British governance structure, and
particularly to the Indian Civil Service, the all-pervasive
and all-powerful apex cadre of officials, and social and
juridical equality, were rudely discouraged.

The Advent of Discontent

The lowering in 1877 of the age ceiling for appearing in the
ICS examination was clearly meant to discourage Indian
aspirants who had to travel to England to sit for it. The
Arms Act of 1878 was grossly discriminatory to Indians
whose right to possess and bear arms it severely restricted.
The Vernacular Press Act of 1878 was aimed at stifling the
Indian press. Anger among increasingly large sections of
Indians because of these measures, was further stoked
by the withdrawal of the Ilbert Bill in the teeth of furious
opposition by Calcuttas European and Anglo-Indian
communities. The Bill, introduced in 1883 by Courtenay
Ilbert, Law Member in the viceroy, Lord Ripon’s council,
sought to withdraw the privilege granted to European
British subjects in the districts of trial only by a judge of
their race.

These, as well as other Indian grievances over issues
like inadequate relief arrangements for the victims
of severe famines which began occurring in the country
with increasing frequency, led to protests and an
intensification of the feeling that Indians must make
their voices heard by the British government. Indeed,
the feeling had been growing even during the East India
Company’s rule as a result of the interaction between the
government and the rich and powerful landlord class,



created by the Permanent Settlement of 1793, and the
emerging bhadralok community, increasingly prone to
articulating their grievances and demands.

The first outcome of this was the establishment of the British
Indian Association in October 1851 with Raja Radhakanta
Deb, one of those who took the initiative to set up the
Hindu College, as president. Not just that, alumni of the
Presidency University played an important part in setting
it up. Raja Digambar Mitra, assistant secretary, and
two members of the first committee, Ramgopal Ghosh
and Peary Chand Mitra, were members of the group
called Young Bengal and disciples of Derozio. Another
member, Prasanna Coomar Tagore, was also an alumnus
of Hindu College.

The British Indian Association was, however, dominated
by landlords and businessmen and mainly articulated their
interests. Besides, it was widely felt that its members had
too much at stake to speak out strongly against the British
when necessary. The demand for another organization
grew and, in 1877, Surendranath Banerjea and Ananda
Mohan Bose established the Indian Association in Kolkata.
Supported by younger elements, mainly professionals
and the intelligentsia among the bhadralok, it adopted a
clearly discernible political line in opposing the lowering
of the age ceiling for the ICS examination, the Vernacular
Press Act, the Arms Act and the withdrawal of the Ilbert
Bill. In this, and in the extension of its units and activities
outside Bengal, it did much to prepare the ground for the
formation of the Indian National Congress in Mumbai in
December, 1885, with which the struggle for the redressal
of Indian grievances took a giant leap toward becoming
one for India’s complete independence from British rule.

Alumni to the Fore

Alumni of Presidency University played a critical role
in the three main streams of the struggle—moderate,
where the methods were representation and petitioning,
extremist, where the emphasis was on confrontational
action like boycotting and burning of foreign goods and
strident protest demonstrations, and revolutionary, whose
protagonists and practitioners believed that the British
rule could only be ended through violence. Surendranath
Banerjea was a very important leader of the moderates
while Bipin Chandra Pal, along with Bal Gangadhar Tilak
and Lala Lajpat Rai, led the extremists. The revolutionary
movement attracted a number of alumni, the most

32

SN AUTUMN ANINU AL [

Presidency University alumni
continued to play an important
role in post-Independence India, an
important figure being Dr Syama
Prasad Mukherjee, whose political
career stretched back into pre-
Independence Days when he was,
among other things, finance
minister in the government let
by A.K. Fazlul Hug.

prominent among were Ullaskar Dutta, who was sent to life
imprisonment in the Andaman islands for involvement in
the Alipore bomb case, and Nolini Kanta Gupta, another
accused in the same case, who was acquitted after spending
a year in jail.

Deshabandhu Chittaranjan Das and Subhas Chandra
Bose did not belong to any of the groups but treaded their
own furrows within the Congress. Das along with Motilal
Nehru and N.C. Kelkar, set up the Swarajya Party which
functioned under the Congress umbrella. Bose, re-elected
Congress president at the party’s Tripuri session in 1939,
was subsequently forced to resign following his conflict
with Mahatma Gandhi and set up the Forward Bloc, which
continues as a political party, albeit with much diminished
presence,

As can be seen from the examples of Das and Bose,
Presidency alumni’s salience in national politics shrank
with the rise of Mahatma Gandhi as the undisputed leader
of the freedom struggle, and stalwarts like Jawaharlal Nehru
and Vallabhbhai Patel increasingly coming to the fore. By
Independence in 1947, the fulcrum of Indian politics had
shifted outside Bengal, which became truncated into West
Bengal, with two-thirds of the pre-Independence province
becoming East Pakistan.

Not Just in India

Presidency University almuni, however, continued to have
asignificant presence in politics and governance not only in
India but the Indian subcontinent. Thus, the first president
of Independent India, Dr Rajendra Prasad, and the second



President of Bangladesh, Abu Sayeed Chowdhury, were
alumni of Presidency University, the ranks of which also
included the third prime minister of Pakistan, Shahebzada
Mohammad Ali Bogra. Another outstanding alumnus
was A.K. Fazlul Hug, whose political life straddled both
India and Bangladesh, He was a mayor of Kolkata, prime
minister of undivided Bengal, chief minister of East Bengal
(As East Pakistan was initially called after Partition), home
minister of Pakistan and governor of East Pakistan.

Presidency University alumni continued to play an
important role in post-Independence India, an important
figure being Dr Syama Prasad Mukherjee, whose political
career stretched back into pre-Independence Days when
he was, among other things, finance minister in the
government let by A.K. Fazlul Huq. Inducted into the
Union Governmentby Pandit Nehruin 1947, he resigned to
register his opposition to the Nehru-Liaquat Ali Pact which
excluded East Pakistan refugees from the Compensation
Act, which severely hindered their rehabilitation. He was,
besides, strongly opposed to the enactment of Article 370
of the Indian Constitution and also to the requirement for
a permit for Indian citizens from elsewhere from entering
Kashmir. Defying the requirement, he entered Kashmir in
1953 and died—under circumstances that have continued
to be controversial--in the same year.

The University has also accounted for a number of chief
ministers. Dr Bidhan Chandra Roy laid the foundation
of industrial development, power generation and urban
renewal in West Bengal which, unfortunately, was not
built upon following his passing in 1962. A second thrust
for development came from Siddhartha Sankar Ray, who,
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among other things, initiated the construction of the
metro underground rapid transit system for Kolkata and
several adjoining areas. Jyoti Basu, the longest serving
chief minister in the country’s history, who held office
from 1977 to late 2000, belonged to the Communist
Party of India (Marxist). He will be remembered for the
sweeping land reforms that occurred under his charge and
steady expansion of the metro rail system begun by Mr
Siddhartha Sankar Ray who preceded him in office. His
successor, Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, was in office from
late 2000 to early 2011.

Union ministers who have been the university’s alumni
include Dr Triguna Sen, Dr K. C. Neogy, Professor
Humayun Kabir, Ashoke Kumar Sen and Dr Pratap
Chandra Chunder. Somnath Chatterjee was Speaker of the
Lok Sabha from 2004 to 2009, and remains the only person
from West Bengal to have held that position. Coming to
other states, Bishnuram Medhi, Chief Minister of Assam,
was an alumnus, as was Anugrah Narayan Sinha, the first
deputy Chief Minister of Bihar, who held office from 1947
to 1957.

The role of the alumni in statecraft and politics is important
because those controlling their commanding heights play a
major part in shaping societies and the lives of people. The
policies they initiate and implement affect developments
in the sciences where government funding of research and
infrastructure is essential, and active nurturing by a liberal
and democratic order is imperative for the blossoming of
the arts which are stymied by censorship and indifference.
Needless to say, Presidency University alumni have left
very large footprints in both these arenas.
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The education I was gifted by
Presidency

JAYANTA SENGUPTA

hen I saw my name in the list of History
Honours students who had ‘made it’ in the
Presidency College Admission Test, I was

mildly thrilled. Not that I had taken it for granted. Nobody
in my family had been a student there before, so it was nice
to know I was crossing a threshold. But I was even more
excited about the prospect of seeing my first test match at
the Eden Gardens, hopefully seeing Sunny Gavaskar teach
Rodney Hogg and Co. a lesson on his way to a magisterial
hundred. I was a small-town boy living in a world that was
exponentially more carefree than it is now, and coming to
the city mattered much more to me than making it into a
supposedly ‘elite’ college. In other words, the significance
of seeing my name in the list of admitted students didn’t
sink in then. It has taken years to sink in, to settle to the
bottom, to give me a vantage point of hindsight informed
by a maturity we didn’t possess back then.

I had spent my entire school years in Katwa, a small town
in Burdwan district about 100 miles from Kolkata, one
that had a rich history of Gaudiya Vaishnavite culture.
Two rivers, Ganga and Ajoy, large school playgrounds,
school, football in the summer and cricket in the winter,
an annual circus show and an annual one-act play festival
marked the change of seasons in the small town. My
friends came from among neighbours in the pre-teen days,
and from among my classmates when I was older. I had a
strong yearning for the city, and looked forward eagerly
to those years when we visited relatives in Kolkata for the
Pujo. My education was shaped by mainly two influences
- my father, who instilled in me a love for books, films
and music, and my mentor and guide during my high
school years, Sri Subhas Bhattacharya, a history professor
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at Katwa College and a Presidency alumnus, who took me
under his wings. They were my links to the wider world,
and it was especially from Subhas-kaku that I came to
hear about the legendary Presidency College students and
teachers, like Susobhan Sarkar, Tarak Nath Das, Subodh
Chandra Sengupta, Amales Tripathi, Ashin Dasgupta, and
many others. It was through endless chats at Subhas-kaku’s
home, interspersed with one-on-one carefully planned
tutorial sessions on the stylistic intricacies of the English
language, that the Presidency lore gradually grew on
me. By the time I finished writing my Higher Secondary
Exams, it had begun to loom large as an exalted place, in a
city that seemed to inexorably draw me into its orbit.

However, when classes began in November 1979, I
was not socially ready for Presidency. I was a good
student, but completely unfamiliar with the ways of the
‘metropolitan mind, and very shy about my appearance,
dress and English-speaking skills. On the first day itself,
at the ‘initiation’ ceremony (unfairly called ‘ragging; as I
realized later) I gave a good account of myself as a benign
and completely compliant object of fun, smilingly stowing
a small bag inside my shirt to simulate a paunch and
strutting about ridiculously to impersonate Napoleon. I
was asked which school I came from and when I mentioned
Katwa, quite a few seniors were able to identify the place
with reference to Katwar Daanta, a drumstick-like stem
vegetable that was quite popular in the city’s markets. I was
quickly labeled the ‘daanta guy’ - a title I bore lightly -
and my seniors soon tired of this tutoring in socialization,
having encountered such obeisant compliance. I had thus a
slightly silly but relatively smooth transition in the exalted
world of Presidency College.



| was a good student, but completely
unfamiliar with the ways of the
‘metropolitan mind’, and very shy
about my appearance, dress and
English-speaking skills. On the first
day itself, at the ‘initiation’ ceremony
(unfairly called ‘ragging’, as | realized
later) | gave a good account of
myself as a benign and completely
compliant object of fun...

I especially remember four of my teachers for their
teaching. Professor Sunil Chatterjee, who retired just as
we finished our first year, taught ancient Indian history
and was one of the most meticulous persons around. In
Katwa, Subhas-kaku had already given me a preliminary
introduction to D.D. Kosambi and Romila Thapar, but it
was Sunil-babu who really made us take a plunge into the
social and economic history of ancient India. He valued
clarity and analytical rigour more than anything else, and
came down hard upon vagueness and unsoundness of
argument, as I found out in one of the essays I wrote for
him on the Emperor Asoka’s policy of dhamma. I think it
was Sunil-babu who laid the first foundations of expository
writing.

Professor Ajoy Banerjee was the teacher from whom I
received the maximum affection. Indeed, for me he was
a father-figure — a mastermoshai rather than a ‘Professor’
- whose gentle mentoring was critically important in
my passage from a shy and diffident ‘country boy’ to a
‘normal guy’ who could blend easily into educated, urban
conversations about history, literature, and sport, among
myriad other things. Ajoy-babu was our go-to man in
every crisis situation in academic matters — providers of
books, affectionate advice, and legions of anecdotes served
up over tea and mishti at his Pataldanga home. He was by
far our most popular teacher - a genial and portly figure
of munificence who taught us modern Indian history to
begin with, but unfailingly padded up to help us tide over
the uncharted, swirling waters of several other papers,
especially in special classes he arranged after our Test
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examinations. Ajoy-babu was not a ‘flashy’ teacher; he
never played to the gallery and sometimes came across as
studious and workmanlike. But he was the most grounded
and down-to-earth among our teachers, and the one most
generous of spirit, who had a keen eye for the strengths
and weaknesses of all students, and was always only too
happy to address them.

Professor Rajat Kanta Ray was the teacher who gave me
the first real feel of great teaching in History, as he started
a mesmerizing survey of the French Revolution and
Napoleon with a session on why we should understand
the concept of ‘Historiography’ and why it was critically
important to know that how historical narratives changed
with the rise and fall of different schools of historiography.
His first few classes on the Revolution, when we were
introduced to the work of the great French historian
Georges Lefebvre and his idea of ‘history from below;
have remained for me as some sort of a template of how
to introduce European history to young students. In
comparison, his classes in modern Indian history - in
which he was one of India’s leading historians — seemed
less interesting, preoccupied as he was in highlighting the
infighting and personal animosities among many Indian
nationalists in the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth
centuries. Many of his detractors attributed this to his
training in Cambridge, and also emphasized his aversion
to the Marxist school of historiography, which was very
powerful in our student days. Interestingly, however, I
was always struck by Rajat-babu’s meticulous attention
to class as a prime mover of historical change, and to
his deep admiration for Marxist historians like Lefebvre,
Christopher Hill, Irfan Habib or Tapan Raychaudhuri. In
the days when we were students in college, Rajat-babu’s
personality did seem to be a little distanced from us, and
we thought he lived in his own bubble of excellence. Over
the years I realized that this image owed itself entirely to
an exercise of myth-making students tended to develop
around him, and that he was not the kind of a slightly aloof
person as we imagined him to be.

Finally, the fourth of this quartet was Professor Hiren
Chakrabarti, who was the Chair of the Department
when we got into college. Without a doubt, Hiren-babu
was the best-dressed Professor in Presidency - dapper,
dashing, suavely soft-spoken, and always seen smoking
a briar pipe. Hiren-babu taught us for only a year, after
which he moved to the West Bengal State Archives as its
Director, and subsequently to the Victoria Memorial Hall



as its Secretary and Curator. He taught us the ideologies
of the British Raj in India, and the political, legal and
intellectual foundations of the early Company State. He
was very good in the classroom, but for various reasons
we did not get too many classes with him. But, thinking
in retrospect as someone who has spent a considerable
part of his career in teaching, I would tend to believe that
Hiren-babu’s greatest strength was one-on-one teaching,
in which he was absolutely brilliant. Presidency’s tutorial
system, modeled on Oxford and Cambridge, required us
to write expository essays on various topics, which often
bore no resemblance with the standard questions that
were set in our university examinations. Having done
well in the college admission test, I was assigned in the
tutorial group of Hiren-babu, and he gave us our first essay
assignment: ‘Was the Revolution inevitable in France? The
main reading for this was the celebrated political theorist
Sir Isaiah Berlin's Historical Inevitability, where the author
attacked the idea of determinism and inevitability, and
contended that human beings possessed ‘free will' and
thus the power to influence the course of historical change.
It was a tough text to cut my analytic teeth upon, but this
challenge was daunting as well as enjoyable to write the
essay. A few days after I turned it in, Hiren-babu called
me to the college staff room, and spent a full two-and-
a-half hours with me going over the essay, painstakingly
dissecting its strengths and weaknesses. I still vividly
recall how neatly and systematically he had circled out
the apostrophe marks each time I had written ‘1770s’ or
‘1780’, and patiently explained to me how those marks
were redundant in English usage. We spent considerable
time discussing language and style, delving into Henry
Fowler’s Modern English Usage and Sir Ernest Gowers’
The Complete Plain Words — both of which were already
familiar to me, thanks to Subhas-kaku’s early tutoring. My
first essay in Presidency’s famed tutorial system earned
an ‘Excellent’ grade from Hiren-babu, who also provided
the icing on the cake by his words, ‘Jayanta, I think you
have great promise. I want you to do very well” My only
feeling at that time was one of elation, but in hindsight I
see that couple of hours as a defining moment in my life
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and career, when I was shepherded along by a teacher to
take a critical step towards overcoming my diffidence and
reticence realizing that, though I didn’t have a pedigree, I
belonged. It was because of that momentous one-on-one
session with Hiren-babu that I became a historian. Over all
these years, that session has remained indelibly etched in
my memory. It’s the image of a teacher a student carries for
all his life, with gratitude and a sense of autobiographical
significance.

What we had from these teachers was a model exposition
of a teaching philosophy that emphasized good lecturing,
if not always a solid ‘engagement’ with students inside the
classroom. That kind of a deeper engagement through
interaction and one-on-one teaching was reserved for the
tutorial sessions, which Presidency had institutionalized
in its system. While teaching in India, I had always
followed this model as closely as I could, until I began
teaching in the United States, where ‘engaging’ students
in conversations inside the classroom - and of course
outside - was built into the very structure of the teaching
programme. From the pedagogical standpoint, the latter
is perhaps a better way of assessing student interest — and
the dissemination of learning inside the classroom - but
we picked up the core skills of critical reading, analytical
reflection, and expository writing through our teachers.
The unstructured, informal nature of conversations in the
tutorial system ensured that we made many important
discoveries by ourselves, with gentle goading and minute
cues. Thus, unlike in the United States, where a teacher
would lay down all his cards on the table for the students
to see, Hiren-babu’s recommendation of Isaiah Berlin’s
Historical Inevitability for my very first tutorial essay made
it possible for me to discover, gradually and on my own,
what kind of academic pitfalls and theoretical dogmas
he was implicitly trying to teach us to avoid. This kind of
teaching had an easy relationship with self-teaching and
peer-teaching, and as an aging academic who has been
through multiple systems of undergraduate teaching,
I thank myself for receiving the education my teachers
gifted me.

G LY )N
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The Last Days of the First Rebel,
Derozio

JAWHAR SIRCAR

hen we recount the contribution made by
countless illustrious students and teachers of
Hindu College and its successor, Presidency

College, in the last two centuries, it may be fascinating to
make a list of those who were expelled from the institution
or left it on their own. One can only hazard a guess at the
number of such luminaries, as it is unlikely that such a roll
has ever been attempted. Many an expulsion or rebellion
has, of course, been the stuff of myth and exaggeration
regaled in by young students, over countless cups of tea
and shared snacks in the canteen or the portico. It is,
however, impossible to discuss the subject of rebellion
in Presidency or Hindu College without mentioning the
name of one - Henry Louis Vivian Derozio.

He was, without doubt, the first radical who lit such a
veritable fire on the campus that its glow continued to
lead several generations of 'Young Bengal' and eventually
succeeded in triggering the grand Bengal Renaissance. Just
as "the battle of Waterloo was won in the playing fields of
Eton" and not in its classrooms, the spirit of free inquiry
was engendered in the corridors of the college. We can
actually date the injection of this stimulating chromosome
of energetic questioning to May 1826, when the institution
was barely 9 years old. It was the month when Derozio
joined the college, to teach English literature and history.
Most Presidencians are aware that he was a young firebrand
but not many know that he joined Hindu College when he
was just 17 years old. And also that he was himself a school
dropout, who was more fascinated by the mighty Ganga
than by stufty classrooms. But let us also remember that
by the time Derozio was 17, he was already a well known
poet and radical thinker. As Susobhan Chandra Sarkar
recounted in his Derozio and Young Bengal (in Studies
in the Bengal Renaissance edited by Atul Chandra Gupta,
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1958), "Derozio is said to have edited the Hesperus and the
Calcutta Literary Gazette, acted as editor-assistant to the
India Gazette, ultra radical in its politics, written for the
Calcutta Magazine, the Bengal Annual, the Kaleidoscope.
This is also evident from the backhanded compliment
that the very English and very high brow Oriental Herald
expressed at "this really talented and interesting young
poet", but bemoaned his major limitation: that he had never
actually beheld the exquisite beauty of England, before
breaking into such raptures about his native land. At the
same time, it may also be appropriate to clarify at this stage
that the Hindu College was hardly a college in the sense in
which one understands the term now. It started classes on
January 20, 1817, with a handful of students in the form of
a pathshala as it was described in several records. Lessons
were given in a small rented building in Garanhatta, that
later became known as number 304 Chitpur Road. In its
journey from this place to Firingee Kamal Bose's house
nearby and then to Bowbazar and finally to the present
location of Sanskrit College, it added a maha-pathshala
or a 'high school'. The students who were addressed by
Derozio were young, eager and impressionable. In the
1820s, education in India was still in an experimental stage.
Macaulay's defining Minute on Education that sealed the
argument in favour of English education appeared almost
two decades later.

Our purpose here is to discuss Derozio’s personality and
his influence, because they led eventually to the opening
up of locked minds and to his consequent expulsion from
the first major educational institution of modern India.
According to Sarkar, "Derozio's personality brought a
new era in the annals of the College, the youthful teacher
drawing the senior boys like a magnet around him". Let
us visualise the first rebel through the fulsome praise that



an Englishman, Thomas Edwards, showered on him as
early as 1884. He mentioned repeatedly the "force of his
individuality, his winning manner, his wide knowledge,
his open generous chivalrous nature, his humour and
playfulness, his fearless love of truth, his ardent love of
Indjia......that produced an intellectual and moral revolution
in Hindu society since unparalleled”. On the other hand,
the conservative Britannica was miserly in its entry on
Derozio. It described him as "the son of an Indian father
and an English mother" who "began publishing patriotic
verses", and that "he was reportedly brilliant in Hindu
College". It admitted, however, that Derozio "influenced
his students and won him their loyalty".

Such upper lip comments notwithstanding, it is clear from
contemporary reports that his teaching was indeed so
revolutionary that the families from the so-called higher
castes of Bengal became increasingly alarmed at Derozio's
spirit and his charismatic hold over the students. His
critical dissection of orthodox Hindu beliefs and practices
as well as his tirade against idolatry and superstition were
viewed with horror. After all, they had taken such pains to
set up this pioneering institution. Their goal was to ensure
that their wards inculcated enough of the English language
and of Western civilisation as would ensure prosperous
careers or livelihoods for them in the prevailing regime.
They had never bargained for such strident criticism
against the very essence of Hinduism and were aghast
at the downright rejection of their religion by their own
children. There were other reasons for the Hindu leaders to
worry about this crusade against obscurantist practices. It
is our submission that Derozio's dismissal from the college
was, in a way, a consolation prize that certain samajpatis
of Calcutta extracted after losing the first major battle to
Ram Mohan Roy and Lord William Bentinck, between
1828 and 1830.

Raja Ram Mohun Roy and Devendranath Tagore had
formally breached Hindu orthodoxy on the August 20,
1828, by setting up the Brahmo Samaj. The avowed object
of cleansing the ancient religion of its cancerous cells was
viewed with dread and disgust and the attempt to stop
Sati was openly castigated as an infringement of some
imagined inherent rights. But that did not deter Ram
Mohan or the Governor General of India from signing the
Sati Regulation of the Bengal Code in December, 1829.
This law declared unequivocally that "the practice of sati,
or of burning or burying alive the widows of Hindus"
was considered "illegal and punishable by the criminal
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courts". The Calcutta Gazette of Monday, on January 18,
1930, reported that the Indian gentry met the Governor
General to demand an immediate rollback of this new
law. It is the same elite that finally hounded Derozio out of
Hindu College in just a year and four months. The Gazette
mentioned that "several Native Gentlemen, among whom
were Baboos Gopee Mohun Deb, Radhakanta Deb,
Nilmoney Dey, Bowany Churn Mitter, presented a petition
to the Right Honourable the Governor General, His
Lordship, who received them in his Council Chamber."
The petitioners attacked the reformists directly and went
to the extent of cautioning the Governor General. It also
warned him not to rely on "a doctrine derived from a
number of Hindoos who were apostate from the religion of
their forefathers". The last bitter charge was not specifically
restricted to those who favoured the immediate halting of
the abominable ritual of burning widows alive: it was a
general diatribe against all those who defiled the ancient
religion.

It obviously included several of Derozio's Hindu students
who had not only partaken of prohibited foods but had
openly flaunted their audacious acts as signs of liberation.
Derozio was, therefore, a marked 'culprit' for having led
these boys from conservative Hindu families ‘astray’. "A
short manuscript history of the Hindu College by Baboo
Hurro Mohun Chatterji", was excerpted in the Christian
Observer, giving interesting insights. It stated that in May
1829, several of the boys in the first and second classes
had acquired, under Derozio's constant guidance,
remarkable courage and spirit in expressing their opinions
on all subjects and particularly on the subject of religion".
Their off-class interactions with Derozio that "were
held almost daily after or before school hours......were
without the knowledge or sanction of the authorities". In
these sessions, "he taught the evil effects of idolatry and
superstition......and formed their moral conceptions as to
make them completely above the antiquated ideas and
aspirations of the age. The principles and practices of the
Hindu religion were openly ridiculed and condemned
and angry disputes were held on moral subjects". It must
be remembered that Derozio had similar problems with
Christian missionaries as well, for he was often a doubting
atheist and his rationalist philosophy got him into problems
with his own religion. But that did not stop newspapers
like the Sambad Prabhakar and the Samachar Chandrika
from raising a "hue and cry about religion in danger from
the atheist beasts who aped the vagabond Firingis".

"
a



To balance these one sided reports, we need to also check
what the more reasonable Calcutta Gazette had been
reporting on the progress made by the 'native' boys in
acquiring Western education in Hindu College. Two items
that appeared in January 1828 gave detailed accounts of
the achievements of young Indian boys in understanding
and mastering complex issues of English Literature and
heritage of the Greek and Roman classics. The latter news
noted with satisfaction the "extraordinary progress made
among Hindoo youth in English literature. The propriety
which they have manifested in idiom and expression and
their remarkable intimacy with Greek and Roman history
and English writers afford a most satisfactory proof of
the zeal and success with which their studies have been
conducted.” Though no specific teacher is mentioned, we
would do well to remember that Derozio taught English
literature and history.

That year, 1828, Derozio and his students took another
bold step and set up India's first public debating club, the
Academic Association. It discussed sensitive but critical
issues like ‘what constituted patriotism' and 'what exactly
was meant by individual freedom'. It is a remarkable
coincidence that these very issues are debated with as
much heat and less light, even today in our country. The
Association must have created quite a lot of controversy
when it debated threadbare on 'priest craft' and on God's
existence or otherwise. One of its hottest topics was
idolatry’ and the young men of Hindu College were bold
enough to take on many other sensitive topics head on.
This must have worried ultra conservative groups, though
it would be unimaginable for anyone in the 1820s to
visualise that almost two centuries later men would no
longer restrict themselves to civilised debates on religion.

We may now take a look at some more records of the
troubled period, 1830-1831, to gauge how the last days of
Derozio must have been. By 1830, the authorities of the
college had had enough of his radicalism on campus. The
Managers of Hindu College decided to act sternly, for the
fair name of the institution could not be held to ransom by
one precocious young man and his intemperate followers.
After all, the Hindu gentry had a say in the manner in
which the college was run. To cap it all, Derozio's students
had started antagonising the rulers of the land as well, by
arguing against British colonisation of India and talking
publicly of liberty. This meant that the Hindu orthodox
leaders could now seek official British intervention
against the exasperating teacher. Then, on February 12,
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1830, a damning "anti-colonialist' article came out in the
India Gazette. Derozio, however, continued his relentless
campaign and encouraged his students to start a magazine,
Parthenon, that espoused education for women, combating
superstition and spoke of justice for all. It was ordered
to be shut down after two issues, and in May 1830, the
Managers of the College issued orders that added teeth to
their disciplinary diktats of 1829. The new orders forbade
"the teachers from having any communication with their
students on religious subjects and especially the religion
of the Hindus". The Calcutta Gazette of October 4, 1830,
reported that "the Mangers of the College having heard that
several of its students are in the habit of attending Societies
at which political or religious discussions are held, think it
necessary to announce their strong disapprobation of the
practice and to prohibit its continuance". hIt was clear that
Derozio had to be silenced at any cost. He could hardly
expect any support from the Christian missionaries whom
he had annoyed with his occasional espousal of atheism.
He must have realised that he was in acute danger, but he
continued his task, regardless.

Things came to such a pass that when Derozio went to
meet the head master, D'Anselme, on February 5, 1831,
D’Anselme was so infuriated that he lifted his hand to strike
Derozio. This was in the presence of the Management
Committee members who had gathered there for a
meeting. The head master was prevented by David Hare
from actually hitting Derozio. Pearychand Mitra recorded
later that there was some sort of a patch-up, but the
mood of the meeting was definitely against Derozio. The
Managers of the Hindu College took a resolution in their
MC meeting and banned "Societies that discussed either
politics or religion". The radical India Gazette immediately
condemned these orders. The Bengali newspapers, on the
other hand, heaved a sigh of relief but were still bitter with
the British suppression of what they considered was their
fundamental right to burn alive young widows. Hindu
orthodox leaders became desperate to procure some
sort a victory. Dewan Ram Comul Sen, the grandfather
of Keshab Chandra Sen, was the leader of the intolerant
brigade and he started actively canvassing for Derozio's
dismissal in public. The Directors of Hindu College had
to call a 'Special Meeting' on April 23, 1831 for "checking
the growing evil and the public alarm arising from the
very unwarranted misconduct of a certain teacher". The
hand-written records of this fateful meeting contain a
damaging memorandum that accused "Derozio as the root



of all evils and the cause of public alarm". It proposed that
"he should be discharged from the College" along with
"all those students who are publicly hostile to Hinduism".
One may note how this strategy combined religion and
politics, for it helped establish a nexus that still flourishes
in all the three nations that later emerged in the Indian
subcontinent. As expected, the Committee voted 6 to 3
to dismiss Henry Derozio to assuage "the present state of
public feeling amongst the Hindoo Community".

Radhakanta Deb, Ram Comul Sen, Radhamadhab
Bandopadhyay and the "governor" Chandrakumar Tagore
voted in favour of the resolution as "absolutely necessary”,
while Prasanna Kumar Tagore and Rasamoy Datta sided
with it as they considered it "expedient". Srikrishna Sinha
was the only one who stood boldly against the resolution.
The College's Visitor, the famous Orientialist, Dr Horace
Hayman Wilson and the noted pro-Indian educationist,
David Hare, abstained on the ground that they could
not represent Hindu views. The orthodox group failed,
however, to pass the second part of the resolution that was
to condemn Henry Derozio as "an improper person to be
entrusted with the education of youth" because it could
not convince the majority. Wilson then informed Derozio
of this decision and suggested that he resign as "an act
of merit", but while Derozio sent his letter of resignation
immediately on the April 25, he refused to relent. Instead,
he wrote a sharp letter ripping apart the MC's decision
to terminate his services as violating the elementary
principles of natural justice. He made the Managers acutely
aware of the fact that he was "removed unexamined and
unheard........without even the mockery of a trial." The role
of Wilson appears rather intriguing for while he appeared
sympathetic to Derozio he sided firmly with the Hindu
Management. It was he who replied to Derozio on behalf
of the Management Committee that “"there was no trial
intended, there was no condemnation” He then quizzed
Derozio with questions like "Do you believe in a God?
Do you think respect and obedience to parents no part of
moral duty?" Derozio's long impassioned reply to Wilson
on the April 26 is a classic piece of logic. "I am neither
afraid nor ashamed to confess having stated the doubts
of philosophers.....because I have stated the solution of
these doubts. Is it forbidden anywhere to argue upon such
a question? Is it consistent with an enlightened notion of
truth to wed ourselves to only one view of so important
a subject, resolving to close our eyes and ears against all
impressions that oppose themselves to it?" He claimed that
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He was, without doubt, the first
radical who lit such a veritable fire
on the campus that its glow
continued to lead several generations
of "Young Bengal' and eventually
succeeded in triggering the grand
Bengal Renaissance.

all he did was to ensure that they did not become "ignorant
dogmatists” and to set "aside the narrowness of mind". He
ended this part of the argument with typical flourish: "to
produce convictions was not within my power and if I am
condemned for the Atheism of some, let me receive credit
for the Theism of others."

On the second question, i.e, whether he had been teaching
his students to disrespect their parents or to incite
rebellion against elders, he appeared genuinely hurt. "The
authors of such infamous fabrications are too degraded for
my contempt. If my father had been alive, he would have
repelled the slander by telling my calumniators that a son
who has endeavoured to discharge every filial duty as I have
done, could never have entertained such a sentiment; but
my mother can testify how utterly inconsistent it (defiance)
is with my conduct. " Having replied satisfactorily to all the
allegations against him, he posed a counter question to a
reputed scholar like Dr Wilson."Allow me to ask you, my
dear Sir", he wrote, "whether the expediency of yielding
to popular clamour can be offered as a justification of the
measures adopted by the Native Managers of the College
towards me?.... Excuse my saying it, but I believe that there
was a determination on their part to get rid of me, not to
satisfy popular clamour, but their own bigotry."

We have no record of how the Managers responded as it is
clear that neither side was prepared to discuss the matter.
The simple fact is that Derozio's dismissal from the college
could hardly constrict the historical process that he had
triggered. His students and those who swore by him for
several decades to come, would never give up their habit or
right to question every major issue and to relentlessly seek
to know the truth.

Derozio carried on regardless and that he continued to



...it is clear from contemporary
reports that his teaching was indeed
so revolutionary that the families
from the so-called higher castes of
Bengal became increasingly alarmed
at Derozio's spirit and his charismatic
hold over the students.

be the beacon for his students and admirers for the rest
of his life, which was tragically just nine more months.
He continued to influence young minds and assumed
responsibilities as the editor of a new, influential daily called
the East Indian. Many compliments were paid to him even
by his rivals and critics and one such statement declared
that, as a journalist, "he possessed the finest sentiments of
liberty". His special mission was to act as an interpreter
and an interlocutor between his own community of half
European and half Indians and the rest of society.

The fact that Derozio was as active as ever before is clear
from several items that appeared in different newspapers
in 1831, An item in the India Gazette of December 19,
1831, mentioned "an examination of the pupils in the
Parental Academic Institution" that was held a few days
before where "Mr Derozio came forward and intimated
his intention of delivering a series of lectures on Law and
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Political Economy, with a view of qualifying the pupils to
avail themselves of the judicial situations that are now open
to East Indians". He was thus his usual self even a few days
before a fatal fever struck him on December 17. He was
immediately attended to by his students and admirers in
such large numbers that the Indian Register, a rival journal,
was moved by "the serious apprehensions entertained for
him during his illness,......the whole community appeared
to be deeply interested in his safety, and the most anxious
enquiries were made by every person respecting the
progress of the disorder by which he was attacked".

Nothing worked. Henry Louis Vivian Derozio died on the
December 26, 1831, at the age of 22. The Calcutta Gazette
displayed maturity in its obituary where it mentioned:
"Destined to terminate his short but bright career, when
others are commencing theirs, he, nevertheless lived long
enough to acquire a reputation that is not likely to perish,
and that is honourably associated with the moral, social
and political improvement of his countrymen."

While tributes poured in, along with some strong
comments about some of his excesses beyond the
classroom, the pity lies is that very few realised at that early
stage of formal Western education in India that this college
would be unique throughout history not for its orthodoxy
but for leading the freshest of ideas. And, there is no doubt
that it was Derozio who first lit the flame. For the next 186
years, the prime contribution of the college lay in igniting
so many young minds through several generations to
think ahead of their times.
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The past does not change or strive. Like Duncan in Macbeth, "After life's fitful fever it sleeps
well.” What was eager or grasping, what was patty or transitory, has faded away. The things
that a beautiful and eternal shine out like stars in the hight. - Bertrand Russell
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Reminiscences to Research

BIKASH SINHA

hen we entered Presidency College in 1964
there was a feeling in the air, that the old
order was on its way out and the new order

was marching in. The teachers, some of them outstanding
certainly belonged to the old order and the newly appointed
ones were in the middle, neither old nor new!

We could hear the distant roar of revolution, “Down with
fascists, rise and revolt the farmers” The bourgeoisie can
go to hell. Come on proletariat, take over and rule. Quite a
few of us fell to this romantic vision of ushering in the new
world Bolshevik revolution or the Chinese revolution. Mao
Ze Tung was our hero, Lenin was our Guru, nothing local
mind you. We wanted leaders with proved effects, Subhas
Chandra Bose won't fit the bill. We thought foolishly.

Devotion to excellence, mind you, was very much there
and we adored our teachers, though, often laced with cruel
or even bawdy jokes!

In the physics department Amal Kumar Roychowdhury is
on the top of the list; he had one equation which goes by
his name. Shyamal Kumar Sengupta was pure theatre, so I
thought; each class was one piece in the drama. There were
many others in that department who inspired us to no end.

Revolution was scheduled for the Indian Coffee House and
the so called cricket field after dark!

All the courses we pursued had an air of romantic
excellence. Let’s take Shyamal Kumar Sengupta. The very
first day he came in the college attired in dhuti and punjabi
better known as kurta now!

Very softly he mentioned “I shall
thermodynamics” Raw and fresh from the school we had
no idea what thermodynamics really meant, except it must
be some subject which is very exotic. Well, exotic it was!
In the blackboard he drew a straight line, then he slowly,

teach you
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almost like an artist, drew an arrow! Professor Sengupta
with his sense of theatre exclaimed “This is the arrow of
time and the arrow of entropy”.

The arrow in this case was pointed to the Baker Laboratory
Verandah and beyond. In this case we thought to the
sky and then of course ultimately to the Universe - it
was exotic stuff! It took me a long time to realise that
with time, the chaos of the world increases and then the
entropy increases. It took even more time to realize that it
was not so simple! Thermodynamics as taught by Shyamal
Sengupta was inspiring.

Then there was Amal Kumar Roychowdhury. The so
called Roychowdhury equation from Einstein’s General
Theory of Relativity was very fundamental. Roger Penrose,
much later, told me that Stephan Hawking and he used
Roychowdhury equation quite a bit; and in those days
there was no computer, no telephone for long conversation.
People read papers in journals, sometimes corresponded
with the author. I appeared in research about those days;
believe me, it was very exciting to correspond. We used to
get requests in a card in the sixties for a ‘real’ copy of your

paper.

So, Amal Babu soon turned into a legend for us. In fact,
Amal Babu, entering a class room or for that matter
Shyamal Babu entering a class room had a poignancy
about it, every time it was a fresh act of a play, never fading,
only getting more exciting!

We used to sneak in sometimes to the famous Tarak Sen’s
class in English Literature. It is not just the literature that
attracted us, the best looking young women of the College
drew us to his class.

It was a pleasure and education of the highest kind to listen
to Tarak Sen- since I was quite ignorant about literature. I



learnt why Hamlet behaved the way he did- the profound
gravity of human nature was made somewhat transparent
by the lucid presentation of Tarak Sen. It was an almost
emotional reaction. I also sensed how and why the students
of humanities are smarter than us scientists. We scientists
only participate in the discussions about Karl Marx, most
of the time, but they read poetry. The act of seduction by
sheer language through poetry, I thought, can never be
realized by science and mathematics.

It is only when one went into the delicacy of research that
the poetry of science became somewhat more clear. It
was joy, sheer ecstasy when one tried to understand Paul
Dirac’s book “Principles of Quantum Mechanics” or the
great beauty of Einstein’s General Theory of Relativity.

Thus, Shelley, a poet for the scientists describes the
“Cloud”, “Like a child from the womb. Like a ghost from
the tomb, I arise and unbuild it again” Poincare speaking
in the conference “International symposium in honor of
Robert R. Wilson” the builder of Fermi laboratory on April
27, 1979 said the following: “The scientist does not study
nature because it is useful to do so. He studies it because
he takes pleasure in it; and he takes pleasure in it because

»

it is beautiful......

It is only now, at this age one realizes that the two paths
are different but the goal is the same, “Truth and Beauty”.

When I was eighteen it got muddled in adolescent
excitement and longing for the unknown.

And in Presidency there was the drama of cricket. Most
classes stopped especially at the end of “one day” match. I
thought much later that “one day” match was discovered in
Presidency! I was what they call a “taru” batsman; luckily
if I survived one over, I would go a long way. Attracting
young ladies was another great and lofty motivation; not
that one was very successful after the match.

Then there was the debating society; sometimes we used to
invite distinguished outsiders to enrich the quality. There
was some backbencher who used to tease and heckle the
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speaker no end. The tough and the seasoned ones survived,
the lesser ones just collapsed in confusion. It was a great
experience, useful later in life in Cambridge.

Epilogue:

Presidency College was not just an institution of learning,
although learning was its first priority. In the huge array
of very distinguished learners, so many names come
up. Amartya Sen tops the list in my opinion. I cannot
understand how and why the present generation cannot
do so well with the great men and women of this college
who have passed out have so much to inspire.

To be fair, I wrote my first research paper (!) in Bengali on
“Aurora Borealis”, hardly eighteen - it is not a question of
pride but the inspiration from Roychowdhury equation.

Presidency is a collection of so many institutions, some
of which I have already mentioned. It was a holistic
educational system, interconnecting one with the other
subjects. Without poetry there is no great science, without
economics there couldn’t have been great Amartya Sen.
Without cricket there cannot be great debate - where is
the strength of personality otherwise to fight the other? I
said the “new order” in the beginning- new order does not
throw out the old order at least in Presidency. Old order
makes the new order more vital, more vibrant as I would
like to think I was a child of the just started new order,
although I didn’t quite know what the new order had to
offer.

Finally, have you ever seen Presidency at night?

Presidency every night is a new person, depending when
you go and visit and at what time of the year (season).
It becomes alive, with a shaft of light from some corner,
shadows moving away gives it a sense of movement.
Ghosts from long ago come alive and talk with each other
in whispers along the corridor of time echoing their
whispers. The rising voice of their oratory makes the stray
dogs bark- sh!ghost. It is a delightfully magical experience-
Presidency College never sleeps, in its slumber it dreams!

G RORCX D
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My College Days

Memories and Musings

KALYAN CHATTERJEE

started at Presidency College in July 1969. The first
Ifeeling was one of self-congratulation at having got

admission into Physics Honours, which had the
reputation then of being the hardest department to
be admitted to. We did not have to take an admission
test, unlike those who entered other departments like
English and perhaps Economics. All admissions were
on the basis of school-leaving marks. The then recently-
retired Principal of the College, R.L. Sengupta, who had
been department head in physics before his elevation to
the college administration, had reportedly expressed an
opinion to the effect that students who had done the Indian
School Certificate (or "Senior Cambridge" as it used to be
known just before our time) were unfit for higher studies,
especially in physics and especially in Presidency. Being
one of the guilty ones who had not come through the West
Bengal Higher Secondary examination (apart from people
like us who had done the ISC, there were also students
who had done the pre-university examination), I was
one of the minorities in my class, which was full of other
students who were referred to with bated breath by some
of our compatriots-"x was first in the Higher Secondary
examination, y was second in the Higher Secondary" and
SO On.

As far as I remember there were 35 men and one woman
in our class, though I am not sure whether this was before
those who wanted to study medicine left or after. One of
the first lessons we learnt was that there were two kinds
of classes, one in one’s honours field, where one was
supposed to concentrate, and pass subjects, which some
students regarded primarily as a means of annoying
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instructors. I remember one of our honours instructors,
a young man who went by the abbreviated name of S.S.,
starting his class by saying that since we were not going
to learn any mathematics in pass class (because of the
culture of neglecting pass subjects) and since we needed
mathematics in physics, he was going to have to teach what
we needed before he started teaching his subject. Then
followed a course in mathematics taught at frenetic pace.
Those of us who had the ISC background had had a couple
of years of calculus and this helped in the first two weeks,
before differential equations, vector analysis, calculus of
variations and finally classical mechanics swept us away
along with many of the others. There suddenly seemed to
be great interest in exploring careers in medicine in our
class! I remain immensely grateful to Salil Sarkar and to
Presidency for putting us through this trial by fire, for it is
true that these first few months constituted nearly all the
mathematics I was to learn at college.

I had joined the three-year degree course but it turned
out this was a misnomer. The University of Calcutta was
slipping towards complete chaos. Examinations were
delayed, publication of the results was delayed even
further. Many years later, I heard of how Ph.D. theses
were thrown on the floor of a dusty room in the university
building, waiting (for years) to be sent out to external
examiners. Trying to find out when examinations would
be held (from the Controller of Examinations) turned out
to be impossible to achieve.

These were also the years of the Naxalite movement,
romanticized by future generations of students and myth-



makers in the newspapers. A number of committed
revolutionaries had left the college to work in the villages
of Medinipur. Within the college, the movement often
manifested itself by public beatings of supporters of
the Congress party on the main steps of the college and
strictures passed on the length of sideburns by the politburo
in the canteen. (Apparently, the Chhatra Parishad in later
years tried to regulate women’s outfits in college, so maybe
the Naxalites were cultural trend-setters.) This is not to
decry the dedication shown by individuals of all shades
of opinion; they at least tried to engage seriously with
issues larger than their own careers and the usual pre-
occupations of college students.

There were also frequent strikes, which evidently annoyed
the physics department head, S.N. Ghoshal, whose class
was once interrupted by strikers from our own department.
At least two faculty members, one in Economics (who was
actually politically left-wing) and one in Chemistry, were
harassed. One day there was an attack on a lab in which
a lead-acid battery was thrown at a well-loved physics
professor (who was fortunately not hurt). This was in
our second year, and college closed “sine die” as a result.
This was an interesting situation - we had to prepare for
the examinations eventually, so not having classes was
costly. On the other hand, the additional leisure time
enabled some of us to read beyond our standard course
fare. I remember struggling through economics books,
mainly to try to evaluate whether the Naxalite critique of
society had any validity. I also read through Karl Popper’s
“Open Society” and “Logic of Scientific Discovery’, which
together constituted a powerful antidote to the Naxalites
and a crucial influence on my own development, though
I think now that a simplistic interpretation of Popper is
misleading. (I thought for a few weeks thereafter of doing
a Master’s in Philosophy of Science but decided against it
because I was sure jobs in that field would be scarce.) I
discovered Popper through a footnote in one of Bertrand
Russell’s books praising Volume 1 of “The Open Society”
for its perceptive criticism, I believe, of Aristotle! It was
interesting to read the recent book “Wittgenstein’s Poker”
about the relationship between Russell, Wittgenstein and
Popper. Russell apparently rarely mentioned Popper, so I
had been lucky to have seen the footnote, though Popper
sometimes spoke of Russell as the greatest philosopher
since Kant.

1971 was also the year of the Bangladesh movement. On
one of the days when a strike had stopped classes, we stood
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| remember one of our honours
instructors... starting his class by
saying that since we were not going
to learn any mathematics in pass
class (because of the culture of
neglecting pass subjects) and since
we needed mathematics in physics,
he was going to have to teach
what we needed before he started
teaching his subject.

on the balcony of Baker Labs and listened on February 21
to Hemanta Mukherjee render his unforgettable Sukanto
Bhattacharya's songs in the university courtyard next
door. Inside the college, my classmate, Himadri Pakrashi,
regaled us with songs that were almost as good.

My third year in college saw a new political dispensation
take hold. The Naxalites were gone, as they were throughout
the state. As far as I know, however, the Chhatra Parishad,
which took over, discontinued the practice of beating up
political opponents inside the college (though the police
were certainly doing this in the state as a whole). This
was possibly due to their leader, Neptune Srimal, being
an avowed Gandhian who had been assaulted several
times himself during the Naxalite days. Classes were
held normally and other college activities resumed. I was
interested myself in debating and several debates were
organized in the college. The tradition of the Freshers’
Debate, where the audience drowned out what the speakers
had to say unless they were especially persistent, however,
continued through the years I was in college. While I was a
student at the Indian Institute of Management in Calcutta,
I was invited back by the then Debating Secretary, Sugata
Bose, to be a judge at the Freshers’ Debate. One of the prize
winners was my future (and late) wife, Kumkum, who later
became an eminent historian. She had not been told of the
tradition of unruly heckling in the Freshers’ Debate and
was outraged by what she saw and at anyone who seemed
to be an organizer.

The President of Bangladesh, who was an alumnus of the



college, made a well-publicised visit. This was of course
before the one-party system instituted by Sheikh Mujib
and the awful events surrounding his ouster and the
accession of his former colleague, Khondkar Mushtaq
Ahmed, to power.

The three-year degree course finally ended in four years
and I decided to leave physics and go for a MBA at the
Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta. To some extent,
I had got interested in economics and the social sciences
during extra-curricular reading in college and felt that it
was worth trying to see if there was a career in that field,
with the backup option of getting a job as an executive
if I turned out to be no good at it. Two people I knew at
Presidency had gone on to the IIM; I had thought of both
as extremely sharp as well as very good company. One,
Dipesh Chakraborty, had done his MBA and had started
doing a Ph.D. in history, while at IIM! In Presidency, he too
had studied physics. It is probably tempting after the fact
to say that he was clearly destined for great things, but, in
fact, he was one of the most incisive and analytical people
I had met in college. (I am not too clear now how I knew
him, since he was about four years senior to us.) He is now,
of course, an eminent historian. The second was Indrajit
Gupta, who had in fact studied History at Presidency (and
was also from my school), who had a later successful career
as a software executive and now management professor.

At IIMC, I had my first formal courses in economics, and
the course of Amitava Bose in the second year (in which
I floundered for a substantial part) enhanced my desire to
pursue this as a field. Earlier courses, with Ranjit Sau, Jati
Sengupta, Nirmal Chandra and Susmita Rakshit, had also
played a major role.

There are Presidencians almost everywhere in economics,
whether at the University of Sydney or the University of
Caen. It is interesting how even after all these years the
profile of a typical economics graduate student from
Calcutta is an undergraduate degree from Presidency
followed by a Master’s at the Indian Statistical Institute
(another contribution of a Presidencian to India) or the
Delhi School of Economics. It is a pity that somehow
very few potential economics Ph.D. students go on to the
University of Calcutta for a MA after Presidencys; a pity for
the University of Calcutta.

My own career progressed through the MBA to operations
research to economics. I started doing game theory before
it became the rage in economics (and after it had all but
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disappeared from operations research). Presidency’s
economics department is of course well-known for its
alumni. Like nearly every department in the college, it
prepares its students to become contributors to their
respective disciplines. I don't have the figures with me, but
the proportion of Presidency undergraduates who become
academics or researchers must be among the highest for
any undergraduate college anywhere in the world. Going
into economics inevitably meant running into Presidency
alumni.

From our physics undergraduate class, a large group is
abroad, mostly still working in physics or applied physics.
Some have professorships in India, including one who
actually left the college during the enforced gap in our
second year as well as the sole woman in our class, who
is now a well-established scientist. A group of those of
us who went abroad in 1975 had planned a “Big Chill”
moment; we were supposed to all meet in twenty years in
the portico of Presidency College some time in August.
This included a couple of friends who were actually not
from Presidency but had become honorary Presidencians,
as it were. It turned out when the twenty years were up that
it was more convenient to meet in America rather than in
the college. A meeting in the Poconos in Pennsylvania was
arranged (this is a few hours from New York) and about
half the original group attended. Unfortunately, I couldn't
go. Apart from me, one other person from our class did a
MBA (at the IIM Ahmedabad), but unlike me, he chose
to pursue a corporate career. Another classmate became
a professor of finance, doing a Ph.D. in that field, while
several others work in research labs or as R&D managers.
There are relatively few from our class in academic physics
in US universities reflecting perhaps the paucity of jobs
in that field, though there are some academic stars. Even
though I left physics myself many years ago, I was quite
pleased to be able to spend the summer of 2016 at the Saha
Institute of Nuclear Physics, as an “econophysics” visitor. I
was happy to become acquainted and re-acquainted with
some very talented individuals.

There were three students in our physics class who had
done the I.S.C. examination. Of these one, Debi Prasad
Mitra, tragically died young, of a brain tumour. He
visited the US several times for treatment but it proved
of no avail.

I find in going through what I have written that I haven't
said much about our professors. Presidency College has



always had its quota of legendary academic mentors like
Taraknath Sen in English. I believe (though my physics
ended at the undergraduate stage I might be totally wrong)
that the most eminent academic who taught us in those
days was Amal Raychaudhury, who did seminal work
in relativity. I was sorry to read in the newspapers last
year that he had not survived the extremely hot Calcutta
summer of 2005 and had passed away from heat stroke.
I remember A.K.R. also in the lab, where he would never
get up from his chair. (There is a story in one of George
Gamow’s books that theoretical physicists can cause
instruments to malfunction just by looking at them-I
believe the story was about Wolfgang Pauli-so AKR might
have been trying to save our experiments!) However, he
could give us perfectly precise directions on how to resolve
our problems without having to get up from his chair. I was
also fortunate in coming to know some eminent professors
from other departments, probably through the debating
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society, including Dipak Banerjee and Amiya Bagchi from
Economics, Amal Mukhopadhyay from Political Science
and Mihir Chowdhury from Chemistry (who had also
taught us).

In 1972-73, a group of students and faculty had composed
a document about an autonomous Presidency College.
This found its way to the Chhatra Parishad, who apparently
rejected it (at least it was never seen again) as “elitist”. One
of the faculty involved had told us earlier that this was
its likely fate. Now that Presidency University is a reality,
my vague recollections of that document confirm how
completely unrealistic the students involved in drafting
parts of it were. We had no clue of the nature of the
difficulties that the new university would face. India has
also changed since 1972, especially in the availability of
resources, which make it difficult to compete for faculty
in the sciences.

G RORCX D
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A Chance Encounter with
Professor Martha Jones

BHRAMAR MUKHERJEE

t is probabilistically quite striking that the University
Iof Michigan, where I have been a faculty member

in Biostatistics for 10 years, is also celebrating its
bicentennial anniversary in 2017.

As I was thinking about writing this article to honour
another institution of academic excellence, my alma mater
Presidency College, I could not help but draw parallels
between these two institutions and their rich legacies
spanning 200 years. I reflected on the different ways in
which they have influenced my career and my life, my past
and my present. I want to share a simple story, a story that
reflects the signature spirit of the liberal arts education I
received at Presidency College on my daily existence,
thoughts, and scholarship. It is also a story that could not
happen had I not been immersed in biomedical sciences
research at the University of Michigan for the past decade.

Standing by the kitchen counter in my Ann Arbor home,
watching the first winter snowflakes wrestle with the red,
yellow, brown and orange leaves on the wooden patio,
listening to the wuthering winds, this composition reflects
an attempt to connect my past to my present. After the
unpredictable US election results, I have witnessed many
civil and uncivil discourses about race, gender and the
immigrant population that have left me confused. This
is perhaps my own afternoon of making peace with
reality. Time to heal, recognize, treasure and embrace my
hyphenated academic and social identity as I pay tribute
to the two educational institutions that shaped my life and
my values.

In 2016, I was inducted to the Michigan Society of Fellows.
A dear colleague of mine nominated me to the society as
he felt it would be good for me to interact with intellectuals
from all across campus — not just quantitative scientists
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— and it would expand and add colour to my Michigan
horizon. The Michigan Fellows is an eclectic honour
society that brings together distinguished faculty and
post-doctoral fellows from across the University, scholars
in language, arts and sciences, history, law, biomedicine,
engineering, social work, business, music, public health,
and other disciplines. An elected senior fellow is expected
to give a lecture to the society, a lecture that captures the
spirit of one’s own research while remaining accessible to
all disciplines. For this year’s lectures, the fellows isolated
themselves at Camp Storer, a YMCA camp 40 miles from
Ann Arbor. Summer camps are a usual thing for kids in the
United States: You sleep in bunk beds, eat in a cafeteria, do
chores on scheduled time, swim and canoe in lakes, and in
the evening you light a bonfire to make “smores,” roasted
marshmallows with graham crackers and Hershey’s milk
chocolate. My 18-year old daughter had been sharing her
camp experiences with me over the years. Being raised in
Kolkata, I am pathetic with camping and all these outside
activities. I can neither swim nor bike! At 43, I was not
looking forward to sharing a small lodge room with a
stranger, or eating fried chicken in a cafeteria. I had never
stayed in a dorm my entire life! My first group camp!

As T pulled my luggage into the lodge, I found my room
assignment. On the door of the room were two names:
“Bhramar Mukherjee” and “Martha Jones”. Professor
Jones had not arrived, so I claimed my preferred bed
and organized my belongings. I then went to the evening
lecture thinking and wishing my roommate better be nice!
I returned to my room, to find Professor Jones tucked in
bed. She introduced herself as a professor of law, history
and Afro-American studies. She was curled up under the
blanket with her i-pad, looking over her lecture for next
morning. Professor Jones is a soft spoken, elegant woman



and we spoke gently about Biostatistics, Public Health and
a bit about my education in India.

I told her how I loved to spend time with students of
history, political science, economics, literature when I was
an undergraduate in Presidency College. The Michigan
Society of Fellows was now providing access to that
renaissance-type broad-based liberal arts environment that
had enriched my education and deepened my perceptions.
I also told her I miss hanging out with academics that are
not in the mathematical or biomedical sciences!

The next morning, at her lecture, Professor Jones shared
three pieces of her writing with the fellows. Born to
an African American father and a Caucasian mother,
the quest for lineage and identity was complex for her.
Looking at history through a personal lens she transported
the audience to the summers she spent as a kid in her
grandmother’s house in North Carolina, where she had to
raise her hand to a fundamental question “Who here is a
Negro?” Being the child of a mixed race couple, Martha
Jones did not look like a “Black girl” but grew up with a
black cultural identity. I had not identified her ancestry as
I had entered the Camp Storer lodge the evening before
and I, in fact, never even thought about it. Forn about
50 minutes, all of us that morning were thrown suddenly,
often to our discomfort, into the riveting story that the
colour of our skin tells. I felt we were all under a mass
hypnotic spell that ended in tears of confusion, celebration
and pain. Professor Jones teaches critical race theory
at Michigan and I felt like a student. There were more
questions than there were answers, there were moments
of pause and one could not just go on to the next chapter.

Being a statistician by profession, I started to think
about race as a “treatment” like in a randomized clinical
trial, if we could randomize people to race, what would
the “outcome” be? What if we do a study of children of
mixed race who have a black cultural identity under a
non-black skin, or who have an American identity under a
brown Indian skin like my own oftspring? There has been
substantial innovative work on race in a causal inference
framework. In the counterfactual world of living as a
white man instead of a brown immigrant woman, what
alternative outcomes will I achieve? In my academic work,
whenever I have crossed boundaries between Statistics and
another discipline, it has led to a liberation of new ideas.
In my role as the Associate Director for Cancer Control
and Population Sciences at the University of Michigan
Comprehensive Cancer Center, rather than thinking of
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race as five boxes one of which you mark in surveys, we
try to understand the molecular characteristics of tumors
from different ethnicities by measured data. In treating
race and sex objectively as biological variables we try to
understand the granular level of molecular differences,
through measured high throughput biomarkers in
different cell types, tissues and serum samples. My
primary scientific area of work is in gene-environment
interactions. A reasonable study design that I have often
thought about in order to tease apart the genetic and
the environmental influences is to study immigrant sib-
pairs, my sister and I share my parents’ genetic pool
but are subject to different environmental influences as
she lived in India all her life. The lecture by Professor
Martha Jones that Saturday morning stirred not just new
emotions, social reflections, but new scientific ideas, and
a determination to pursue them. I am in a position to
actually pursue this type of interdisciplinary research that
spans across biology, medicine, social sciences, history,
biostatistics and epidemiology. Without the broad-based
liberal arts education of Presidency College, I would not be
susceptible to conceptualizing such projects and without
the interdisciplinary and thriving research environment at
the University of Michigan, I would not have the courage
of conviction and resources to pursue them.

After the day’s event, I and Professor Jones checked out
of our shared room. I was in awe of her scholarship,
determination, writing style, her simple elegance and
dazzling brilliance. As we were walking towards our cars,
and it was time to say goodbye, Professor Jones paused
and quietly said “Can I give you a hug?” In the woods of
Camp Storer, in the dusk, in a parking lot, two human
beings and scholars came close, dissolving all boundaries
of arts, science, race, culture and country of origin. There
really are no boundaries. Not in Presidency College, not
in the University of Michigan. There is knowledge, and
we explore that knowledge. I feel grateful to be a part of
two distinguished institutions, as a student and educator,
and to have the privilege to continue my personal quest for
knowledge. I found my vision and mission in academia,
as an explorer of a new horizon. Every time I come closer
to it, the horizon moves further away. I feel grateful for
ALL my professors and students who help me with my
journey each day and I feel thankful to life, for giving me
the opportunity to meet and greet Professor Martha Jones.

Happy 200th birthday to Presidency College and to the
University of Michigan!
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A Time Too Long Ago

SOUMYA BHATTACHARYA

e used to play a fair bit of cricket on the
basketball court laid out at one end of our
cricket field. The court we used as a pitch.

The bounce was true, and the ball came off it quickly. One
sunny autumn afternoon in 1989, as I was about to crouch
into my stance in readiness for the next ball, I heard a
familiar voice calling out my name.

The batsman used to take his position on the edge of
the field, close to the wire mesh that separated the field
from the path that looped around towards Derozio Hall.
I uncrouched from my stance and turned around. Across
the mesh of wire, her face wreathed in a welcoming smile,
was the late, great Kajal Sengupta.

“Come, come, let us do our tutorial,” she said. And when I
remained silent (sheepishness had got my tongue), “Please.
Please” I had been caught playing truant. My tutor, having
caught me out, was beseeching me as though she were
doing me a favour. We went for the tutorial. I had no words
for this sort of thing at the time. I still don't.

Kajaldi (she was older than my mother, but no student had
ever called her anything but Kajaldi) was my tutor in my
first year in college. Towards the end of one of our first
tutorials (we were discussing Wordsworth’s Preludes I
seem to recall), she said, “What do you think of the text?
Why aren’t you disagreeing with me?”

Disagree? I, the product of the West Bengal State Board of
Higher Secondary Education, had been dutifully hanging
on to her every word, taking prolific notes, hoping to
reproduce verbatim what she had been saying. Disagree
with a teacher? I didn’t know that that was permissible, let
alone encouraged.

“You'll have to learn to think for yourself,” she said.
She taught me how. As did my other tutors, Sukanta
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Chaudhuri and Kalidas Bose. It is hard to forget Kalidas
Bose’s tutorials, stretching long after official college hours
were over, twilight gathering, the tinkling of tram bells on
College Street audible above his voice, reduced to a stage
whisper, teaching his beloved Joseph Conrad.

Thinking for oneselfis an acquired skill. As is close reading.
There was a great premium on both things at Presidency
College. We learned how to parse texts; we learned how, if
one paid really close attention to words, they yielded their
meaning, their essence — and how, the meaning and the
essence could be not quite what you thought they were
when you first encountered the words. I sought and found
worlds within words.

Other worlds, too. They opened up in those two classrooms
you came to on turning left after ascending the stairs on
which Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose had ambushed the
racist professor, EF Otten. I was a voracious reader by
the time I arrived at college. But this was a different kind
of reading. Sukanta Chaudhuri decreed that, for us to
appreciate literature of the Renaissance, we had to have an
understanding of the art and architecture of that period.

On a pavement bookstall in front of the college (in
those days you found books there rather than self-help
manuals), I found a copy of the Larousse Encyclopaedia
of Renaissance and Baroque Art. And embarked on a new
love affair. It was not just art. It had nothing directly to
do with the syllabus either. I read psychology, philosophy,
history, theology, film. I read widely and deeply.

I learned to appreciate European cinema. Our Saturday
afternoon screenings at Derozio Hall led us through the
oeuvres of Eisenstein, De Sica, Tarkovsky, Godard, Fellini,
Antonioni, Rosellini. And when the international film
festival came to town, my teachers assumed that I would
be there - queuing for tickets from early in the morning



and watching films through the day - rather than in class.

My mind in those three years was being expanded in
other ways. Badminton after a session with recreational
substances. The swish of the racket a few seconds after the
shuttle had arced downwards. The shot completed only
after the feather was lying at my feet. Things slowing down,
proceeding at a lag with actual time.

Unlike many, I do not consider my time at Presidency
College as the best years of my life. Those would come
later, much later. Those would come in finding a vocation,
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becoming a published writer, making a happy marriage,
discovering the unrivalled joy and pride of fatherhood.

But the years at Presidency, I feel, laid the foundation for
all that. When I look back now, I think a line from John
Le Carre best sums up what my period in college was all
about. “It was too kind, too generous, too sudden, too long
ago”

I graduated in 1992. In the twenty-four years since, I have
rarely been back to Presidency College. But that is of little
consequence. In a certain sense, I perhaps never left it.
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Circles in Time

MAITREESH GHATAK

t is not nostalgia — time did stand still when we were
Iin college. The tower-clock of Presidency University

- Presidency College in our times — gave the correct
time twice a day. With sunlight touching its yellow and
brown coloured surface, the clock looked out over the cha-
otic landscape of College Street with its noise, fumes, slow
traffic, bookstalls, and the pedestrians trying to cross the
street with the same alertness as kho-kho players invading
the rival team’s turf.

Once inside the campus, past the gate and the amused
stare of the legendary gateman Johnny reclining on his
chair, looking like a character out of Sholay with his dho-
ti-kurta, paan-stained grin, and tousled white hair, it felt
like being in a different world. Despite the campus not be-
ing as sprawling as that of rival Jadavpur University, it had
its charm.

It was a rainy day in 1986 when I first set foot to the cam-
pus. Both my paternal and maternal grandfather were
former students, as were many other relatives and family
friends and so it almost seemed like a coming-of-age rit-
ual. The history of the institution and the famous alumni
- from Subhash Chandra Bose to Satyajit Ray, from Satyen
Bose to Amartya Sen - created a halo that was enough to
cover some of the visible signs of decay in the infrastruc-
ture to an eighteen-year old.

There was music in the canteen and (still) a whiff of revo-
lution in the air. Nineteen Eighty-Nine, with the Tianan-
men Square protests and the fall of the Berlin Wall, that
would shake our political beliefs up, was still far away. The
tumultuous days of the Naxalite movement was well past,
but outside of Latin America, our college was possibly the
first place in the world to put up posters protesting the ar-
rest of Leftist guerrilla leaders in Nicaragua or Peru. As
the Left Front was in power in West Bengal for almost a
decade, being a leftist in Presidency meant being left-of-
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the-CPI(M), a position occupied by a boutique collection
of various radical outfits, all of which believed revolution
was the true path to an ideal society, but differed in the
details of the roadmap.

The conflicting pulls of canteen versus classes, adda versus
activism, cultural pursuits versus romantic ones, defined
our existential turbulence. We were just out of the regi-
mented routines of school life and tasting the freedom of
being an adult for the first time.

The college was fascinating as a social and cultural melting
pot, and also, for those not from co-educational schools,
in terms of intermixing of genders. But, there were so-
cial divisions as well. Those who were from English-medi-
um schools (called the Tyansh crowd) were into quizzing,
rock music, Groucho Marx and Jack Kerouac, while those
who were from Bengali-medium schools (the Bong crowd)
were into little magazines, Naxalite politics, and the poetry
of Jeebananda Das or Shakti Chattopadhyay. But at least
among the self-identified canteen crawlers Sukumar Ray,
Salil Choudhury, Moheener Ghoraguli, Pete Seeger, Bob
Dylan, Ingmar Bergman, and Ritwik Ghatak provided suf-
ficient points of common interest, not to mention shared
intoxicating pursuits of intellectual and other kinds. In
fact, I would say that the most visible group consisted of
those like me who were staunchly bilingual, both literally
as well as in terms of cultural preferences. For me, it was
not just a matter of being fluent in two languages, or be-
ing comfortable in different social circles. In retrospect, I
feel it was a matter of forming a core cultural identity that
was genuinely bilingual and cosmopolitan, being rooted
but branching out wherever there was light, refusing to be
boxed in set social or cultural categories. This process was
nurtured in the cigarette-smoke scented air of the canteen
of Presidency College, much before the word “globaliza-
tion” entered our everyday language, or “cosmopolitan”



The conflicting pulls of
canteen versus classes, adda versus
activism, cultural pursuits versus
romantic ones, defined our
existential turbulence.

became synonymous with “rootless” in certain circles, or
the internet and cable-TV brought the whole world to our
fingertips.

In the Wild West those who can draw a gun fastest get the
most respect, and in the canteen, it was a flair for wit and
wordplay. Derrida and Foucault had not arrived in Kol-
kata yet, but Gabriel Garcia-Marquez and Umberto Eco
had, and they, together with all-time classics Marx-Sar-
tre-Camus-Gramsci, were compulsory reading for those
with canteen-honours to qualify for being taken seriously
intellectually. And while some forms of social snobbery
were definitely present, it is fair to say that the appearance
of being intelligent and well-read was the most respected
social currency.

While memory does tend to remove the rough edges, it
was not all sweet harmony, and there were tensions and
contradictions that have become clearer with distance.

There was undoubtedly some contradiction between the
comfortable and sheltered lives some of us lived and the
politics we espoused. Shortly after being elected a class
representative in my first year as a member of one of the
many radical outfits in college (which, friends allege, had
two and a half members other than me), I was seen smok-
ing an expensive brand of a cigarette in the canteen, from
a pack gifted by a friend who lived abroad, and teasingly
told by a canteen-mate that a radical should not be enjoy-
ing these bourgeois luxuries. I quipped that as a radical, I
wanted a society where everyone would be able to smoke
such cigarettes. Since then I have quit smoking and my no-
tion of an ideal of society has shifted somewhat. Still, while
I did have a point - self-denial that is not useful to others
does not really make sense - for me the story does high-
light a certain tension between our professed views and
our lifestyles.

Another incident I recall was involved a bunch of us
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demonstrating against a particular member of the ad-
ministrative staff for some alleged misdemeanour. Even
with all the sincerity of a teenage activist, I could not help
chuckling mentally at the somewhat absurd Sukumar
Ray-esque scene that unfolded, with this gentleman sitting
at his desk with a glum face as bright, well-dressed col-
lege students marched up and down the corridor chant-
ing, “Shyamal tomar mundu chai, mundu dao” (Shyamal,
we want your head, give us your head). Admittedly, it was
not a reasonable demand that this gentleman could pos-
sibly comply with. Trouble started when a hot-headed
student raised the ante by trying to break some furniture
and all of us quickly disarmed him - after all most of us
were well-behaved kids from good schools, and radicalism
clearly had its limits.

A certain degree of cultural conformism - about what
was considered good or cool - did permeate the air some-
times at the expense of discouraging original opinions and
views. I was reminded by a certain cinephile friend about
the time when a group of us had just come out of Baker
Hall after watching Bergman’s The Seventh Seal. Some of
the film-buffs were raving about the film but not saying
much beyond platitudes. Then the inimitable Shibuda
(Shibabrata Gun, who studied Statistics and was a campus
legend for his humour and erudition) rendered everyone
speechless by quipping in salty colloquial Bengali, “What a
film! Just like Sholay, everyone dies in the end!”

And then there were the classes. As the sequence of these
recollections suggest, studies were not the top priority for
some of us, at least in the early stages. Despite the attrac-
tion of various extracurricular activities, however, we were
aware that bunking Honours classes was not a good idea
(pass classes was another matter) and if we did, even Dilip-
da in the college office, a much beloved figure, would not
be able to bail us out before the exams. While an instinct
for self-preservation led me into the classroom, despite
the temptations of the canteen, what kept me there was a
growing fascination with the subject.

I chose economics even though literature was my first-love
in school. I fell in love with mathematics in high school,
under the influence of my High School teacher, Pinaki
Mitra, a Presidency Mathematics-graduate and an Ishan
scholar, who was a post-doctoral fellow in the Economics
department for some time. At the same time, my nascent
political yearnings drove me to try to understand the root
causes of poverty and inequality. I was advised that eco-



nomics was the right subject for me and that Presidency’s
economics department had legendary teachers like the late
Dipak Banerjee, Mihir Rakshit, and the late Nabendu Sen.

Dipak Banerjee, or DB as we all called him, with his bari-
tone voice, resemblance to Cary Grant, and an inimitable
swagger that was both aristocratic and cool, was not just
the star of the Economics department, but also a college
legend. My recollections about the Economics depart-
ment invariably revolve round his larger-than-life persona.

At first his lectures were difficult to follow because he
spoke with a thick British drawl. Once talking about gross
and net income, he corrected a student: it is not “gross” as
you would pronounce “cross” but as in “close’, he insisted.
But DB was no typical anglophile. It was part of his way of
not settling for anything but the best in any domain, from
his love for Indian classical music to getting a particular
sweet only from Balaram Mallick, to insisting that we read
the original economics classics like Hicks' Value and Capi-
tal, rather than textbooks.

His knowledge of Bengali literary classics was impeccable
and he would often quiz us about the reference for a par-
ticular character or incident from them, or the meaning
of some unusual Bengali word. He would also break into
Bengali from time to time, especially in the tutorials he
held in his spacious Head of Department office, when us-
ing rather unusual examples to illustrate aspects of micro-
economic theory, that he taught us in class. “Suppose you
go to the Chingrihata bazar to buy some uchchhe,” he once
growled in chaste Bengali, “the price of which has gone up
by 30%, would you buy more or less of kumro?” That, we
were told, depended on how these vegetables were cooked
in your house, and in particular, whether uchchhe and
kumro were used together or separately in the curries! To
this date, when I teach the concept of goods being com-
plements or substitutes in people’s preferences, I chuckle
thinking of DB’s example.

I could go on and on about DB. Once. when I asked him
for some career advice, he said, “You should not go for a
research-only career, because teaching is really import-
ant” I was beginning to feel moved by DB’s commitment
to teaching. But then he added, “Listen, research is hard.
There will be days you will make no progress and you will
feel you are no good. That is when you need students. Be-
cause teaching them will reveal there are others who know
and understand even less than you and you will regain
your confidence!” He would make fun of teachers as well.
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A certain degree of cultural
conformism — about what was
considered good or cool — did

permeate the air sometimes at the
expense of discouraging original
opinions and views.

Once, when someone complained a certain teacher in an-
other institution was skipping lectures, DB said confound-
ed him by saying, “That is good.” Then he said, “The chap
would teach students wrong things if he did teach, so it is
better this way!”

Despite his no-nonsense personality and sharp humour,
DB was very kind and generous to students. If a student
got into trouble (and, I am speaking from personal expe-
rience), DB could be trusted to bail the student out, even
though the process involved a fair bit of dressing down
as well. May be it was because he was not exactly a mod-
el “good boy” when he was a student in the college. He
studied Chemistry but dropped out, to resurface later at
the LSE as a star student of Economics after working his
way to England on a cargo ship and doing sundry jobs in
London. It was a significant moment for me -- a sense of
a circle being completed -- when a bit more than a decade
ago, he was passing through London and I accompanied
him and his wife, Dr. Nirmala Banerjee, back to the LSE
campus, where they first met as undergraduate students
in the mid-1950s. That was his last visit to the LSE as he
passed away in 2007.

DB presided over a department full of stellar teachers.

Mihir Rakshit (MKR) taught us macroeconomics. He was
an active researcher, a policy advisor, and a big influence
on those of us who went on to do research that tried to re-
late facts to theory. It was only later when I started working
with Indian national income data that I fully realized how
valuable his lectures were on national income accounting,
which did seem a bit dry at that time. Nabendu Sen taught
us economic history. Even though he was a bit shy in per-
son, he was an eloquent speaker and kept us captivated
when talking about topics such as the debate between
Maurice Dobb and Paul Sweezy regarding the transition
from Feudalism to Capitalism in Europe. Younger teachers



For me, the influence of Presidency
College extends beyond my direct
teachers and peers. Even dfter |
left college, many of my teachers,
mentors, and co-authors have been
Presidency alumni.

like Anup Sinha and Soumyen Sikdar were lucid lecturers,
and always willing to engage intellectually in and outside
of the classroom, whatever topic was raised by some preco-
cious student, from current politics to mathematical logic.

Without fully realizing it, being taught by teachers like
these gave us a glimpse into the majesty and breadth of the
discipline of Economics, far beyond the grim realities of
syllabuses, textbooks, and examinations that were always
lurking in the background. Also, while there were intel-
lectual battles raging in the discipline at large, in terms of
clashes between the Marxist and the mainstream approach-
es, we were never discouraged from raising questions on
what was taught or from reading alternative viewpoints.
What is more, we were always encouraged to read origi-
nal articles and books rather than relying on textbooks or
review articles. When I recall some of the conversations
I had with my teachers, I marvel at how democratic they
were in their intellectual approach, not shooing away any
question as impertinent or irrelevant, but treating them on
their merit.

When one thinks about it, it cannot be an accident that
so many world-class economists have emerged from the
dusty corridors of that relatively non-descript building in
Central Calcutta. In my view, it was the leadership of DB, a
truly first-rate faculty, and a certain departmental culture
that made this possible. When DB conversationally men-
tioned something that Kenneth Arrow or John Hicks told
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him, or a certain policy debate between Paul Samuelson
and Milton Friedman that he once witnessed, he made us
feel connected to a larger intellectual sphere, well beyond
the boundaries of the college campus, and encouraged us
to be intellectually ambitious.

For me, the influence of Presidency College extends be-
yond my direct teachers and peers. Even after I left col-
lege, many of my teachers, mentors, and co-authors have
been Presidency alumni: the late Sukhamoy Chakrabarty
and the late Mrinal Datta Chaudhuri, who taught me at
the Delhi School of Economics; Amartya Sen and Abhi-
jit Vinayak Banerjee who taught me at Harvard, with the
latter also becoming my PhD co-supervisor there (later
moving to MIT, where he has remained since), and who
happened to be DB’s elder son; Pranab Bardhan, Dilip
Mookherjee, and Debraj Ray whom I have had the priv-
ilege of having as co-authors and mentors.

This August, when I entered through the gate bearing the
famous address, 86/1 College Street, College Square, to
give a set of guest lectures in the Economics Department,
it suddenly occurred to me that it has been thirty years
since I first set foot here. With some grey hair, and a lot less
confidence in my own beliefs.

None of my teachers are around now - they have retired or
moved or passed away. But there is still music and buzz in
the canteen and assorted posters on the walls, brimming
with protest and outrage, just like before.

When giving my lectures in the same classroom where I
once sat in the student benches, another circle is complet-
ed for me. The faces of the students seem just the same,
though. As they say, time does not change as much as we
do.

The clock in the tower-clock has, however, been repaired
a few years ago. Now it keeps correct time, I am told, and
maybe even runs a few minutes fast. It is just as well. The
current students belong to my children’s generation. Over
to them.
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Civilization, the Chinese Hall and the
Lord of My Being:

Rabindranath Tagore and Tan, Yun - Shan

RAJAT KANTA ROY

he unprecedented ovation Rabindranath Tagore
I received in China on his arrival there in the summer
of 1924 - not altogether unmixed with some
negative reactions' - led Liang Chi Chao to say in Peking
at the time: ‘ you will recall that outburst of enthusiasm in
the Chien Men Station, on the day he arrived, such as has
never been accorded to any other foreign guest, so warm
it was, and so sincere* The Poet, however was too keen
an observer not to notice the uneasy response of some
Chinese patriots, and he said at the National University
in Peking that if he found even one among them who
accepted his mission, he would be happy.’

What he did not know then is that his visit had initiated
a chain of events that would lead, thirteen years later, to
the founding of ‘the Chinese Hall' (Cheena Bhavan) at
Visva Bharati in Santiniketan by Tan Yun - Shan. Tan
was, indeed, the one Tagore thought he was seeking in
vain during his cultural mission to China. The ironical
thing is that Tan was not among those Tagore addressed
in Peking. It took many years before the Poet’s mission,
i.e., to promote cultural relations between the world’s two
oldest living civilizations, could fructify. This mission
culminated ultimately in Tan’s return mission to India. But
that the Chinese Hall did finally materialize is symbolic
of the homage the Chinese people rendered to Gurudeva
thirteen years earlier: Tan’s ‘Dedication to Gurudeva
Tagore’ was indeed an eminently practical manifestation
of the Chinese people’s deep devotion to the Poet from the
‘Southern Ocean’ (Nan - Yang). Hiuen Tsang, the Chinese
pilgrim of antiquity, had carried Indian civilization back
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to China. Tan Yun- Shan, the modern Chinese pilgrim,
completed the cycle: he brought Chinese civilization to
India with him.

To go back to 1924, a circle of progressive intellectuals
and patriots in China reacted sharply to the Poet’s call
for the renewal of the spiritual interaction of China and
India thirteen hundred years ago. They were afraid that
the Poet’s spiritualism would be detrimental to China’s
material progress and national self-strengthening. And,
indeed, the manner in which Tagore presented his ideas to
the Chinese teachers and students might have caused the
misinterpretation and aroused the fear. For the Poet had by
then emerged worldwide as an opponent of ‘Nationalisny’
and an advocate of ‘Civilization’ Naturally, therefore, a set
of radical intellectuals in China jumped to the conclusion
that Rabindranath stood for the ancient and home-made
spirituality of the East. They thought that he was against
science, modernity and the Nation. This was a mistaken
reading. He told the students of Nanking clearly that
science was ‘truth™ and he warned the boys and girls at
Peihei in Peking that civilization would be stagnant and
one sided without scientific innovations: ‘Science gives
us the power of reason...”” He was quite aware of the
contribution of science and technology to the civilization
of China in the past, and referred clearly to the debt of the
West to the imported Chinese technical inventions at a
critical stage in early modern history. “You may say: “We
want progress,” he told the students at Tsing —~hua College.
‘Well, you did make wonderful progress in your past age,
you made great inventions that were borrowed and copied



by other peoples’s His point was that science by itself was
not enough. Civilization would go astray if religion did not
accompany science. This did not quite assuage the sense of
discomfort among China’s young generation. A university
student, whom he did not name, wanted arguments from
him upon which he based his belief in God. He gave him
arguments, but then, arguments were not the same thing
as ‘realization. He was obliged to tell some impatient
listeners that his religion derived ‘from vision and not
from knowledge’®

No one knew then that he had just communicated to the
Chinese people the most closely guarded secret of his life.
He had carefully refrained from talking about it in all the
autobiographical essays he had written in Bengali. Nor
had he talked about it abroad when he won the Nobel
Prize for literature, though he knew in his mind that
it was this ‘realization’ that had led to his writing of the
English Gitanjali (i.e., the work that won him the prize).
Certainly, he did not reveal the most important secret
of his life in his belated ‘Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech’
(1921) in Sweden,’ not to speak of the year he had received
the prize (i.e., 1913). The first time he ventured to talk
about the ‘realization’ in the West was when he delivered
the Hibbert Lectures on ‘The Religion of Man’ at Oxford
in 1930. Then, and only then, did he decide to talk about
it in his native Bengal, which was full of carping critics.
He translated the Hibbert Lectures, originally delivered in
English, into the Bengali language Manusher Dharma, two
years later. There, too, he spoke about the realization, after
having earlier described it to the learned Oxford audience
abroad. It is curious, that he casually hinted about it to
his Chinese audience six years earlier. What he said then
was incorporated almost verbatim in the Hibbert Lectures
later on.

This is what we have been able to learn about Tagore’s
‘realization’ by a close reading of the Religion of Man and
Manusher Dharma, a point that has been surprisingly
overlooked in most biographies of Tagore." At the age
of 29 (1890) Rabindranath had been sent by his father to
manage the family estate in the Padma River Valley, which
lay in Eastern Bengal (now Bangladesh). This, by the way,
was six years after the traumatic grief he had suffered over
the suicide of his beloved sister-in-law, Kadambari Devi,
in 1884. He was unable to accept the event and he could
not sublimate his grief until he arrived in the riverine
plains of rural East Bengal. In the month of July during
the rainy season of 1891, he happened to be in the family
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estate house of Shahzadpur when he had a sudden psychic
experience. He had finished the mornings work in the
estate office and was looking down from the upper floor
window at the canal below, preparatory to going into
the bathroom. Clouds had gathered on the opposite side
of the canal. Water was rushing into the dry canal from
the swollen river and the boats were coming afloat. Some
noisy boys were dragging a boat up the bank of the canal
boisterously.

Without any warning, something happened within his
mind - not an external event, but a psychic sensation.
Suddenly the young poet became conscious of a stirring
of the soul within him. He found himself able at last to
stand at a distance from the sorrows that had disturbed his
youthful years. In that moment, he found his own religion.
He named this the religion of Man in the Hibbert Lectures.
It was a personal faith in which the infinite manifested
itself in humanity. This was no institutionalized religion
centred on the collective worship of a sectarian divinity.
In a flash of illumination on that memorable occasion,
he became aware of a being within him who loved him
and in turn received his love. He identified this being
as Jibanadevta (Lord of My Life), who received all his
sufferings and looked upon them in detachment. At that
moment an unexpected train of thought ran across his
mind like ‘a strange caravan carrying the wealth of an

unknown kingdom"!

So much for the Hibbert Lectures. The Poet had cunningly
concealed this, the most important event of his life, in an
abstract framework. Three years later, he translated the
English language lectures into Bengali. He then added
one concrete detail, again cunningly concealed in an
abstraction. Deploying a highly abstract prose, he narrated
what was in effect a strange event, and not just an abstract
train of thought. The young man distinctly felt that a being
external to him was standing by his side at the window
and looking down at the scene below. He was enabled
thereby to look at his sufferings in the same detached way.
For he knew that the being standing at his side was an
eternal observer (nitya-sakshi) who saw all in a connected
manner and saw it whole. Like the Buddha’s realization
under the Bodhi tree, this was an incident, too, even if a
mental occurrence. The event was presented in so poetic
a prose that the readers might not quite grasp this unless
they looked for it closely.

And now to the surprise exposition in China. This
happened in an address in Peking, six years before the



He met Tagore when the latter was
on a visit to Singapore in 1927.
The Poet was then looking for a
competent Chinese teacher for
the university he had founded in

Santiniketan.

lecture at Oxford, thrown in so casually that only by a close
reading might a later researcher connect it up with the
subsequent lecture at Oxford. The old Poet was provoked
into a grudging reference to the most important incident
of his life by the impatient criticism of his religious
outlook by the progressive youth of China. However, he
concealed his tracks carefully in this the first revelation
of his enlightenment thirty three years before. The youth
did not know the singular honour he was conferring upon
them, because his defensive reticence made him talk about
the enlightenment in a casual and deprecatory manner. Yet
the occasion was historic, for this was the first occasion on
which he spoke about the matter publicly. His biographer,
too, have, by and large, not been able to tack the connection
between his address to the Chinese audience, his Oxford
lecture (1930), and the Bengali version (1933). The result
is that the most important event of his life hardly finds
mention in the standard biographies of Tagore. What
the Poet did in that forgotten talk in China is to reveal
and yet conceal an event of the first importance in the
cultural history of the times. This was the appearance of
Jivanadevata in his life. Though he translated Jivanadevata
(a private and personal aspect of the abstract God head)
as the ‘Lord of my Life, this mysterious being manifested
Herself to him on most occasions as the Mistress of his
being."

The reticent Poet’s reference to his enlightenment stood
shorn of any revealing detail. However, the substance of
the experience was there. ‘At that time] he told his Chinese
audience without specifying the date and place, T was
living in a village In fact, the young landlord was standing
at the window of the upper floor of the manor house in
the valley of the mighty river Padma, watching the clouds
and the onrush of water into the canal on a late morning
of the rainy season. The morning’s ‘trivialities of the usual
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commonplace’ in the estate office on the ground floor were
over. Ready to take his bath, he paused for a moment at his
window. He was watching the market place (haat) on the
bank of the dry canal (he called it the ‘dry river bed’ to cut
the matter short, but in fact the bed of the canal was filling
up fast).

‘Suddenly;, he said ‘T became conscious of a stirring of soul
within me’ The world of his experience became lighted.
Facts that had appeared ‘detached and dim’ (he meant the
sorrows he had not been able to resolve) became linked
up in one calm and whole comprehension (to be exact,
‘found a great unity of meaning’). He had so far been
groping through the fog without knowing his destination.
In one illuminated instance, he discovered that he stood
before his own house. He meant that he had arrived at
his personal faith, the religion of Man, in that moment of
enlightenment. As usual, he carefully concealed this in a
metaphor. His mind revealed in the unity of a vision, just
as he had thrilled in his childhood at rain drops falling
on the leaves of a tree. Now in his late youth, ‘the facts’ of
his life (meaning, among other things, the suicide of his
beloved sister - in - law) suddenly appeared to him in ‘a
luminous unity of truth’ It happened ‘on that morning in
the village, and all things that had seemed like ‘vagrant
waves’ were revealed to his mind in relation to ‘a boundless
sea’ The old Poet, recalling this moment of enlightenment,
told his Chinese audience: ‘From that time I have been able
to maintain the faith that, in all my experience of nature or
man, there is the fundamental truth of spiritual reality. **

Thus did the Poet refer to the most important incident of
his spiritual life to his Chinese listeners, wrapping it in an
abstract format, without detailing the incident. But then,
this was the very first time that he had ventured to speak of
it in public. It is now a matter of record, to be read in a close
and connected manner with the Hibbert Lectures and the
Bengali version. What had happened was of momentous
importance. For the first time, the Poet had talked of the
moment when Jivanadevata had appeared in his life. And
it seems that he then laid a train of developments that
led eventually to the founding of the Cheena Bhavana
by Tan Yun-Shan. It appears as if destiny intended that
Rabindranath Tagore’s visit to China should be concluded
by Tan Yun-Shan’s settlement in India, and the building of
the ‘Chinese Hall’ in Santiniketan.

It may be added that as far as Rabindranath was concerned,
‘destiny’ was but another name for Jivanadevata, the



Mistress of his being who guided his life and work. In
his view, she was behind the mysterious working out of
a purpose he himself could not foresee. And so was it
when he obtained the service of Tan Yun-Shan. Here,
finally, was the unexpected means of realizing his fond
dream of fostering studies in Sino-Indian cultural
relations in the past. The Poet expected thereby to foster
a new humanistic ecumene, with its headquarters at the
Ashrama of Santiniketan. The project, Rabindranath
and Tan were fully convinced, would offer to humanity a
better substitute for unity than the global domination of
imperialism everywhere. The restoration of the ancient
ties between China and India would show humanity a way
out of the imperial aggression and the violence of power
prevailing in international relations at the time.

Born of a literary and religious family of Hunan in China,
Tan Yun-Shan became a scholar by means of hard study."*
In search of a career, he migrated to Singapore like many
of his compatriots from South-East China, and eventually
he found employment as a middle school-teacher. He wore
the traditional black dress of the Chinese scholar, and the
house and garden he eventually laid out in Santiniketan as
the Director of Cheena Bhavana resembled the traditional
Chinese scholars’ home and garden.

He met Tagore when the latter was on a visit to Singapore
in 1927. The Poet was then looking for a competent
Chinese teacher for the university he had founded in
Santiniketan. The French savant, Sylvain Lévi, had earlier
initiated Chinese studies in Visva-Bharati, and a Chinese
class had been conducted for some time by a Chinese
scholar, Dr. Lin Wo-Chiang. But the Poet’s dream still
awaited fulfilment. Tan Yun-Shan visited Visva-Bharati in
1928 at his invitation. After a stay of three years in India,
Tan went back to China.

Despite the self-respecting character of a Chinese
scholar, he set about contacting important personages for
patronage of the ideals of Gurudeva and Visva-Bharati and
was eventually able to organize the Sino-Indian Cultural
Society in Nanking, the ten capital of China, in 1933. At
the beginning of 1934, he came to Santiniketan for the
second time. Rabindranath, his son Rathindranath and his
secretary Anil Chanda helped him set up a complementary
Sino- Indian cultural Society in India. Together, they drew
up a plan for establishing a ‘Chinese Hall’ in Visva-Bharati.
Tan went back to China the same year to raise the necessary
funds for the building and to acquire the Chinese books
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For the first twelve years of its
existence, Cheena Bhavana had
a voluntary Director in Tan,
who did not draw a penny from
the University.

for the library to be housed there. President Kai-Shek, the
head of the Kuomintang regime of China, gave him an
initial grant of Rs.53,000 for the building and the books.
Ho Yun-Chiao and other Chinese friends donated Rs.
4,300 for furnishing the Hall.

With these means, Tan returned to Santiniketan in the
summer of 1936. Construction of the building began
immediately, and the beautiful Hall was completed within
a year in time for the inauguration of Cheena-Bhavana
on 14 April 1937. Tagore’s vision and Tan’s organizing
accomplished what amounted to a miraculous renewal
of the cultural relations established by Hiuen-Tsang’s
pilgrimage to India thirteen centuries earlier. The imperial
ecumene of the inter-war world faced the challenge of
an alternative ecumene based on the renewed relations
between the two largest surviving civilizations of the
ancient world. Visva-Bharati’s finances did not permit
the University to offer Tan Yun-Shan a salary. For the
first twelve years of its existence, Cheena Bhavana had
a voluntary Director in Tan, who did not draw a penny
from the University. In the initial years of the endeavor to
found the Chinese Hall, his wife, who was a school-teacher
in Malaya, supported him. The Hall and its library started
with the financial backing of the Kuomintang Government
of China and carried on for the next twelve years with
its donations. The support of the Chinese Government
ended with the Kuomintang’s defeat in 1949. The People’s
Republic of China suspended the financial support of
Cheena Bhavana. The independent Government of India
took over the fianancial burden of Visva-Bharati, enabling
Professor Tan to draw a salary as the Director of Cheena
Bhavana. Eventually, Premier Chou En-lai of the People’s
Republic of China came to Santiniketan with a donation of
Rs. 60,000 for Gurudeva’s Memorial and other use in 1957.

In his opening address at the inauguration of Cheena
Bhavana, Rabindranath recalled that the two leading races



of the ancient world had met, ‘not as rivals on the battle-
field, each claiming the right to be the sole tyrant on earth,
but as noble friends, glorifying in their exchange of gifts’
He did not stop there, but went on to the needs of the
contemporary world. Visva-Bharati with its Chinese Hall
was the place Gurudeva and his disciple Tan designated as
the ‘meeting place for individuals from all countries, east
or west; who believed in the unity of mankind.

In this context, it is not without significance that the
Cheena Bhavana, under its leader Tan You-Shan, came
to house, by the twentieth year of its existence, a separate
Japanese Department and a Department of Indo- Tibetan
Studies. There had been a special thrust, from the very
year, towards Buddhism, Chinese, Indian and Tibetan. The
principal object was, of course, ‘to establish and promote
cultural exchange between China and India’

In his inaugural speech, Rabindranath cited once again a
saying by Lao-tze that he had often quoted while in China
thirteen summers before. It ran as follows: “Those who
have virtue attend to their obligations; those who have no
virtue attend to their claims’ This became the motto of Tan
Yun-Shan’s life. Rabindranath had, during his life-time,
traveled to many countries in the world, but none yielded
so concrete a result as the Chinese Hall conceived by Tan
in Santiniketan. Rabindranath might, therefore, have
justifiably felt the hand of Jivanadevata, his favourite name
for Destiny, behind the unforeseen creation of the Chinese
Hall. As for the Chinese followers of Tan, they thought
that he had ‘reincarnations alternately in India and China
eternally Without subscribing to the spiritual beliefs of
Rabindranath and Tan, historians may still see, in the
hitherto unseen connection between 1891, 1924 and 1937,
the working out of a mysterious chance. It was as if a hidden
destiny connected up the appearance of Jivanadevata in
the estate house of the young landlord, the old poet’s first
revelation of the mysterious occurrence during the visit to
China, and the Chinese Hall founded by Tan You-Shan in
what amounted to his re-birth (renaissance) in India.

Between them, the Indian poet and the Chinese scholar
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accomplished a momentous task. They demonstrated that
the civilizational interactions between India and China
over the centuries held up an alternative to the prevailing
structure of international relations in the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries. The lesson continues to be relevant
today.
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The Speaker speaks...

ANINDYA MITRA

INTERVIEW

Withering age, frail health and a cold winter morning could not deter the enthusiasm of Shri Somnath
Chatterjee, when he started speaking about his student life in Presidency. Undoubtedly his mesmerizing
eloquence captivated our undivided attention and Shri Anindya Mitra, the chief interviewer, listened
enthralled by the spontaneous narration of events which had occurred in and around 1945.

Anindya: So, what prompted you to take admission in
Presidency College?

Somnath: I ranked in Matriculation (7th in the Scholarship
list) from Mitra Institution, Presidency was the natural
choice for any student...it was like a dream come true.
I was very good in Mathematics, but I did not like the
subject...so I shifted from Science in ISC, which I had to
study at the behest of my father, to BA Economics.

Anindya: What about the teachers who taught at
Presidency during those days?

Somnath: It was a mixed bag....mostly great ones.
We Ssilently’ protested if classes were not adequately
educative....and on one event, were summoned to the
office of the Principal, Prof JC Sinha, for breaking the
silence with the bleating of a ‘kid’ brought into class by
a student. But what motivated me the most was the high
and pristine quality of teaching and the dignity of most of
the teachers.... I specially remember Prof Pratul Rakshit,
Prof. Jonardhan Chakraborty, Prof. Rabin Chatterjee, Prof.
Tarapada Mukherjee, Prof. Taraknath Sen.

Anindya: How did you then hit the bar?

Somnath: It was sheer destiny. My father sent me to
Cambridge for higher studies. Prof. Robert Jennings,
Dean of Studies of Jesus College asked me about my career
plans, to which I expressed my desire to be a lawyer. Prof.
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Jennings derided that it was typically Indian to opt for
Law after pursuing Economics. He advised me to study
law, to which my father consented. There was no looking
back...and after qualifying Bar-at-Law, I returned to my
homeland and started practising. Actually, my career was
always guided by my father, rather his close advisors.

Anindya: How were your days at Presidency?

Somnath: I was a studious type. Though there was enough
freedom in the campus, I never ventured into activities
stretching beyond the classroom and the library, except for
occasional visits to the canteen and coffee house. I never
even interacted with the 1/2 girls who studied with us.
However, I must confess that classes, examinations and
results were regular, in spite of the trying times of pre-
Independent India.

Anindya: Finally you joined politics. How did Presidency
days groom you for this new avatar?

Somnath: Well...it was again my father. I was never into
student politics. I remember only one occasion when we
hit the streets from college...Sarat Bose had arrived at
Howrah Station, after being released from captivity and we
were all celebrating. We all were ardent followers of Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose, and supportive of the freedom
movement led by him. We believed that one day Netaji
would come with his army to liberate India from British



oppression. But still...I was never interested in politics and
though there was an insignificant students’ union, I stayed
away. It was in 1971 when Jyoti Basu and Harekrishna
Konar approached my father for allowing me to contest in
a parliamentary seat. My father was a MP from the Hindu
Mahasabha, later contested election as an independent
contestant supported by the Left parties. In spite of his
initial hesitance, he finally conceded and my new journey
began.

Anindya: So..your father had a great influence on you!

Somnath: Yes, I still vividly remember the day I
accompanied my father to visit Mahatma Gandhi in
Beliaghata when he broke fast with a glass of lemon
juice offered by S Suhrawardy to stop the ensuing riots
in Bengal. Another interesting anecdote that comes to
my mind is that Dr. Manmohan Singh, the then Prime
Minister of India, had accepted his degree from my father
during the convocation of the Punjab University, which to
my delight, Dr. Singh often fondly reminisced. Much to the
amusement of the present generation, I have no qualms in
acknowledging that I thoroughly obeyed my father all my
life.

Anindya: So which phase of your life do you cherish the
most?

Somnath: There is no denying that I was always proud to
be a student of Presidency College. It was an honor which
we always treasured. However, my tenure of almost three
decades in public services has been most contributory to
the nation and therefore is of great satisfaction to me.

Anindya: Though there are many, can you highlight
some of your major contributions as the Speaker of Lok
Sabha?

Somnath: Its difficult to isolate a few. However, I must
say instituting the Lok Sabha Channel, setting up of the
Parliamentary Museum, introduction of a students
corner in the parliament library, allowing internship in
parliament, filling in vacant posts and activating cultural
activities of employees are worth mentioning.

Anindya: You were awarded the best Parliamentarian.
Can you name a few who you regard highly?
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Somnath: There were many. Still....to name a few...Iwould
like to mention Hiren Mukherjee, AB Vajpayee, Indrajit
Gupta, Jyotirmoy Bose, Pranab Mukherjee, Joypal Reddy,
Sougata Roy, Priyo Ranjan Dasmunshi....and amongst the
younger lot, Jyotiraditya Scindia.

Anindya: Coming back to Presidency...what is your
view on conferring University status to the college?

Somnath: Its quite laudable to elevate the college to a
University. It should have happened.... considering the
rich heritage and high standards of teaching and learning.
However, I am unhappy to hear of student unhappiness,
resignations of reputed teachers, and political interference
in internal matters from the media. Presidency must be
allowed to act independently to retain its glory.

Anindya: Presidency has a chequered history of student
politics. Should it be encouraged?

Somnath: Students have a right to follow their own belief,
but their activities should not interfere with the University
administration. I do not support gherao by the students,
which is deterrent to the academic atmosphere.

Anindya: What is your opinion about the existence of
the Alumni Association?

Somnath: Yes, the existence of the Alumni Association
is absolutely necessary. It has a role of bringing the new
and old together. Any institution must have respect
towards the contribution of the alumni association and
should acknowledge the advice the alumni association.
Alumni must come forward to contribute in terms of
various inputs...mostly intellectual...for the development
of the institution. Alumni association should suggest
improvements to the management, create scholarships
for needy students and create a platform where past and
present can meet for the benefit of the institution.

Anindya: Finally...what would be your advice for
the present students on the eve of Bicentennial
Celebrations...something that you would want to share
with them?

Somnath: Keep up the great legacy of Presidency.
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The Hindu College

RAMESH CHANDRA MAJUMDAR*

he establishment of The Hindu College in Calcutta

in January, 1817, is the first great landmark in the

history of English education in India. A section
of the people in Calcutta must have acquired a working
knowledge or smattering of English for purpose of trade
with the merchants in the 17th-18th century, and this
knowledge must have improved and more widely spread
when the British became virtual rulers of Bengal after
1765. Though we do not hear of any regular institution
in Calcutta where the Bengalis could learn English, there
is no doubt that even before the end of the 18th century,
its cultural value was being gradually appreciated. Bishop
Herber tells us that Nawab Shamsudaula of Dacca, whom
he met, spoke and wrote English tolerably and even
regarded himself as a critic of Shakespeare. That this
appreciation grew space among the Bengalis is proved
by the establishment of a school at Bhowanipore in 1800
and another in 1814 in Chinsurah. Indeed, the desire
for a liberal education of the European type became so
keen that at the beginning of May 1816, a distinguished
Bengali Brahmin, Baidyanath Mukherji, respected alike
by the Hindu and British communities, saw Sir Hyde East,
the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. An account of
the interview and subsequent events was communicated
by the latter to his friend, J. Harrington, in a letter. As
this letter gives us the most authentic account of the
foundation of the Hindu College, I quote some relevant
extracts which would remove many erroneous ideas that
have gained currency in our country about the Hindu
College. After mentioning the visit of the ‘Brahman, Sir
Hyde East writes: (He) “informed me that many of the
leading Hindus were desirous of forming an establishment
for the education of their children in a liberal manner as
practiced by Europeans of condition; and desire that I
would lend them my aid towards it, by having a meeting

held under my sanction. Wishing to be satisfied how the
Government would view such a measure, I did not first
give him a decided answer; but stated, that however much
I wished well, as an individual, to such an object, yet, in
the public situation I held, I should be cautious not to give
any appearance of acting from my own impulse in a matter
which I was sure that the Government would rather leave
to them (the Hindus) to act in, as they thought right, than
in any manner to control them; but that I would consider
of the matter, and if I saw no objection ultimately to the
course he proposed, I would inform him of it; and if he
would then give me a written list of the principal Hindus
to whom he alluded, I would send them an invitation to
meet at my house. In fact, several of them had before at
different times, addressed themselves to me upon this
topic, but never before in so direct a manner”.

This shows that the initiative for the foundation of the
College was taken by the Hindu public, and suggestions
about it were made from time to time even before 1816.
It also shows that the British Government adopted the
policy of neutrality in the matter of English education,
and thereby cuts the ground under the feet of those
who maintain, even now, that the British Government
introduced English education to prepare a set of clerks.
What the Hindu public wanted was a liberal education of
the Western type and this is supported by the subjects of
studies in the College to be mentioned later. Sir Hyde East
also described the project as a “system of national moral
improvement”.

The Government signified that ‘they had no objection’ The
letter of Hyde East continues:-

“The meeting was accordingly held at my house on 14th of
May, 1816, at which 50 and upwards of the most respectable

*Alumnus : 1907-11

106



The first and foremost effect of the
English education was that they
imbibed a spirit of rational inquiry
into the basis of their religion and
society. This was mainly due to
the influence of Henry Louis Vivian
Derozio, a half-caste Portuguese,
who exercised profound and lasting
influence not only upon his own
students, but also, through them,
upon the future generations of
students.

Hindu inhabitants of rank or wealth attended, including
also the principal Pundits, when a sum of nearly half a lac
of rupees was subscribed, and many more subscriptions
were promised. Those who were well acquainted with
this people, and know how hardly a Hindu parts with his
money upon any abstract speculation of mental advantage,
will best know how to estimate this effort of theirs. It is,
however, a beginning made towards improvement which
surprises those who have known them the longest, and
many of themselves also. Most of them, however, appeared
to take great interest in the proceedings, and all expressed
themselves in favor of making the acquisition of the
English language a principal object of education, together
with its moral and scientific productions”.

The following passages in the letter describing the meeting
deserve special attention.

“The principal objects proposed for the adoption of
the meeting (after raising a subscription to purchase a
handsome piece of ground, and building a college upon
part of it, to be enlarged thereafter, according to the
occasion and increasing of funds), were the cultivation of
the Bengalee and English languages in particular; next, the
Hindustanee tongue, as convenient in the Upper Provinces;
and then the Persian, if desired, as ornamental; general
duty to God; the English system of morals (the Pandits and
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some of the most sensible of the rest bore testimony to and
deplored their national deficiency in morals); grammar,
writing (in English as well as Bengalee), arithmetic (this is
one of the Hindu virtues), history, geography, astronomy,
mathematics; and in time, as the fund increases, English
belles-letter, poetry, etc. etc.

“One of the singularities of the meeting was, that it was
composed of persons of various castes, all combining for
such a purpose, whom nothing else could have brought
together; whose children are to be taught, though not fed,
together".

“Another singularity was, that the most distinguished
Pandits who attended declared their warm approbation
of all the objects proposed; and when they were about to
depart, the head Pandit, in the name of himself and the
others, said that they rejoiced in having lived to see the day
when literaute (many parts of which had formerly been
cultivated in their country with considerable success but
which are now nearly extinct) was about to be revived with
greater lusture and prospect of success than ever”.

The meeting aroused great enthusiasm, Sir Hyde East
“heard from all quarters of the approbation of the Hindus
at large to the plan” and their resolve to raise one lakh of
rupees by subscription.

The letter of Sir Hyde East was written only four days after
the meeting was held, and the accuracy of the details can
be taken for granted.

The negative evidence of this letter is also important. It does
not refer to David Hare who was credited by some, even as
early as 1830, as being the founder of the Hindu College.
What part, if any, he played is not known with certainty.
It seems to be however certain that Raja Rammohan Roy,
whose name was for the first time associated with Hare in
1862 as the founder of the Hindu college, had nothing to
do with its foundation. Both these points have been dealt
with in details by me elsewhere* and need not be discussed
here.

We may now proceed to give some idea of the new spirit
which inspired the students of the Hindu College. The first
and foremost effect of the English education was that they
imbibed a spirit of rational inquiry into the basis of their
religion and society. This was mainly due to the influence
of Henry Louis Vivian Derozio, a half-caste Portuguese,

*Journal of the Asiatic Society, Letters. Vol. XXI, pp. 39-51.
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who exercised profound and lasting influence not only
upon his own students, but also, through them, upon the
future generations of students.

Under the influence of this young teacher, the Hindu
College students drew their inspiration from Voltaire,
Locke, Bacon, Hume, and Tom Paine, among others. When
Tom Paine’s Age of Reason was advertised for sale at one
rupee per copy, the demand for the book among the Hindu
College students was so great that it was sold at Rs. 5/-,
and shortly after, a part of it was translated into Bengali
and published in a Bengali paper. In a sonnet addressed to
the students of the Hindu College Derozio described his
feelings for them in beautiful words. Its opening lines are

“Expanding, like the petals of young flowers, I watch the
gentle opening of your minds, and the sweet loosening of
the spell that binds your intellectual energies and powers”.

Derozio influenced his pupils both by lectures as well
as formal and informal Associations outside the class.
Most advanced ideas on social and political reforms
were discussed by the Hindu College students in these
Associations and periodical publications. “The Academic
Association or Institution’, the first of these Associations,
was established in 1828 under the inspiration of Derozio.
Two other Associations, “Society for the Acquisition of
General Knowledge”, and “The Hindu Theo Philanthropic
Society” were started in the fourth decade.

The subjects discussed in the periodical meetings of the
Associations and the articles published in the magazines
give us fair idea of the mental development of the students
of the Hindu College. Particular emphasis should be laid
upon the patriotic sentiments and radical political ideas
which Derozio instilled into the minds of his students.
Derozio was a poet and was probably the first to write
patriotic verses on India. Here is a specimen:

“My country! In the days of glory past A beauteous halo
circled round thy brow, And worshipped as a deity thou
wast, Where is that glory, where that reverence now?"

Derozio had unflinching faith in the French Revolution
and English Radicalism, and drew the senior boys “like a
magnet” around him. Through the medium of Academic
Associations and College Magazines, Derozio and his
pupils discussed such topics as freewill and fate, virtue and
vice, patriotism, idolatry, priestcraft, superstitions, and
even the existence of God, not to speak of subjects of lesser
importance like female education, cheap justice, etc. The

108

SN AUTUMN ANINU AL [

Through the medium of Academic
Associations and College Magazines,
Derozio and his pupils discussed such
topics as freewill and fate, virtue and
vice, patriotism, idolatry, priestcraft,
superstitions, and even the existence

of God, not to speak of subjects
of lesser importance like female
education, cheap justice, etc.

practical effect of the political teachings of Derozio may be
illustrated by two incidents. “On 10 December, 1830, 200
persons attended the July Revolution celebration in Town
Hall. On Christmas day of the same year the tricolor flag
of the French Revolution was hoisted on the monument,
and it is not difficult to guess, by whom”. Though Derozio’s
career in Hindu College was cut short by his dismissal
on account of the radical views he preached, many of his
pupils cherished to the last days of their lives the rational
spirit and radical views in politics which they had imbibed
from him, and transmitted them to future generations of
Bengali young men. Thus it was the student of the Hindu
College, Kashi Prasad Ghosh, who, about 1830, sang
the glory of the motherland, probably the first Indian in
Modern India to do so. Here are a few lines:

“Land of the gods and lofty name;
Land of the fair and beauty’s spell;
Land of the bards of mighty fame,
My native land! For eer farewell!”

A section of the students of the Hindu College opposed
the pet plan of Raja Rammohan Roy of establishing
a European colony in India. Reference may be made
to a paper read before the Hindu Literary Society and
published in the India Gazette (12 February, 1830). The
writer traced the history of colonization from the most
ancient times, and described the oppressive character and
the adverse effect on the native population of the Greek,
Roman, and Phoenician colonies of the ancient, and the
English, Dutch, and Spanish colonies of modern times. In
a tone of brilliant satire the author observed: “No sooner



did the benevolent inhabitants of Europe behold their sad
condition, than they immediately go to work to ameliorate
and improve it. They introduced among them, rum, gin,
brandy and other comforts of life and it is astonishing to
read how soon the poor savages learnt to estimate these
blessings.”

This splendid review is remarkable in many ways. It shows
the depth of learning, power of expression, capacity of acute
judgment, and a spirit of true national feeling, on the part
of a youth, which would do credit to any public leader of
repute. What is more important, it proves that the teaching
in Hindu College did not necessarily denationalize or
anglicize the Hindus of Bengal, as is generally supposed.

It is particularly noteworthy that at least a section of the
students of the Hindu College did not follow in the footsteps
of the elder political leaders of Bengal like Rammohan Roy,
Prasanna Kumar Tagore and their associates, who loved
the British and looked upon them as deliverers rather
than conquerors. Brilliant students of the Hindu College
like Rasik Krishna Malik (1810-1858), Dakshina Ranjan
Mukherjee (1814-1878) and others preached ideas which
would do credit to a twentieth century Indian politician.
They were highly critical of the British administration.
The former severely condemned the Calcutta Police
and the administration of justice, which, in his opinion,
was characterized by everything that is opposed to the
just principles of government. “The primary function of
government,” said he, “was to administer justice fairly and
impartially. But this function can be properly discharged
only by such a government as has thoroughly identified
itself with the welfare and interest of the governed”
According to him, this was not the case in India which
was governed by a body of merchants whose principal aim
as such would be to promote their own interests and who
naturally “will try to make their government subservient
to the one ignoble principle of gain”

Dakshina Ranjan Mukherjee (1814-78) advocated the
doctrine of equality men and held that God “in his
impartial wisdom created all men alike equal to one
another in their birth rights” He reiterated the maxim that
“governments are for the good of the many and not the
few”. As a corollary to all this, he emphasized the evils of
subjection to foreigners. In his opinion the foreign ruler
were guided by their own interests and were seldom
actuated by the philanthropic desire of promoting the
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welfare of the native races. He attributed the poverty of
India to foreign subjection.

When we remember that Prasanna Kumar Tagore wrote:
If we were to be asked, what Government we would prefer,
English or any other, we would one and all reply, ‘English
by all means, ay, even in preference to Hindu Government’
we may have some idea of the advance made in political
ideas principally by the students and tradition of the
Hindu College.

Even the elderly political leaders of the old school pinned
their faith on the products of the Hindu College. Referring
to the public apathy to political affairs which constituted
their main difficulty, Dwaraka Nath Tagore remarked in a
public meeting held on 18 June, 1836: “The majority of my
countrymen say, ‘If I have lost one eye, let me take care of
the other, and thus they keep themselves back from public
meetings and are tardy in the assertions of their rights”
But he had great faith that English education would cure
this evil. “Let the Hindu College go on,” said he, “for three
or four years more and you will have a meeting like this
attended by four times the number of natives”

I shall conclude this review by referring to a notable
incident which throws some light on the character and
personality of Hindu College students. On 8 February,
1843, Dakshina Ranjan Mukherjee read a paper in a
meeting of the ‘Society for the Acquisition of General
Knowledge; held in the Hindu College Hall. When he has
read part of it, containing some strictures on British rule,
Captain D. L. Richardson, the Principal, stood up and
asked him to stop, saying, “I could not permit the College
Hall to be converted into a den of treason” Tarachand
Chakravarty (1804-1855), another old student of the
Hindu College, who presided, strongly protested saying,
“Captain Richardson, with due respect I must say that I
consider your conduct as an insult to the Society and if
you do not retract what you have said we shall represent
the matter to the Committee of the Hindu College, and if
necessary to the Government itself”

I hope enough has been said to prove that English
education was not introduced in order to prepare a set
of clerks, and the Hindu College and English education
produced men of whom not only Bengal but the whole of
India may well feel proud.

(From our Archives: Autumn Annual Vol. VIII, 1967)
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Looking Back
Post-Naxalite Days In Presidency College

ANUP K. SINHA

he early nineteen seventies marked a contribution
Tof the troubled times that begun in earlier decades.

Student violence continued, politics was linked to
the local toughs, and the general environment was that of
suspicion and hatred that clouded the relations between
students and teachers, and between students and students.
By 1972, the majority of Naxalite activists had been
imprisoned or were underground. Compared to 1970-
71, the movement in West Bengal had been restricted by
the State machinery of counterviolence. As a result, the
“activists” who remained in the college were qualitatively
different from their comrades of the late 1960s. They were
low key in their approach, but were able to exploit subtly
the lingering atmosphere of fear. Instead of meetings and
putting-up of posters, they concentrated on individual
level political discussions and if necessary, individual level
threats and violence. The police (uniformed as well as
plain-clothed) continued to be present in the college.

In 1972, Presidency College had a battlescarred look. In
the previous three or four years, political violence had
been acute, not only in the college premises but also in
a wide adjoining area of College Street, Bhabani Dutta
Lane, Hindu Hostel, Calcutta University, the Coffee House
and Surya Sen Street. The police had repeatedly entered
the College, the CRP had set up a camp, police pickets
were posted round the clock and one could suddenly find
oneself staring at the muzzle of a .303 rifle. Students were
arrested, classes disrupted all too often, and bombs and
bullets emerged as features of everyday existence. Students
had destroyed college property, since laboratories and
libraries were the prime targets. Uncertainty hung heavy
on the life of the college.

As is often the case in such circumstances, there were
individuals from student body, some senior boys of Hindu
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and Hare Schools, and some outsiders who took to fishing
in troubled waters. Their entire purpose was to bully and
impose their will on the life of the College. Though they
often talked about revolution, rarely did they profess
themselves to be Maoists or members of the CPI(ML).
Curiously, the police never touched them. One reason
perhaps was the fact that they were not overtly violent,
and hence had a clean record. Another reason, believed
to be true by many students, was the possibility of such
individuals being on the payrolls of the police as informers.

This undercurrent of terror, without any explicit political
activity, marked the brand of ‘late-Naxalism’ prevailing in
Presidency College in the beginning of 1972. Most students
by then had begun to perceive that (whatever their own
evaluation of radical student politics) this atmosphere was
unpleasant, often repulsive, and certainly not in their long-
term interests. Yet the large majority of students had been
frightened into inactive silence. Two factors contributed
almost equally to this. On one hand was the crude nature
of State violence; on the other hand was the overt and
covert terror unleashed by the urban guerrillas. This was
the new status prevailing then.

Dislike cannot be kept hidden for long, particularly in a
college where intelligence and awareness are high. The
manifestation of this dislike could come about through
open confrontation or a hardened cynicism. There was
one strategic problem regarding confrontation. Any such
challenge to the status quo would require support from
outside the college. Given the prevailing atmosphere, this
would be true even if a significantly large proportion of
students put in an organized effort. In other words, without
affiliation to a major political party, confrontation could
well be ruled out.



Students felt that the relationship
with their teachers had become
estranged dfter prolonged disruption
of classes, violence, verbal and
physical attacks on teachers, and
postponement of examinations.

It was in January 1972 that a small group of about six or
seven students started a unit of the Chhatra Parishad, the
students’ wing of the Congress party. These students, led
by Mr. Neptune Srimal (an outgoing postgraduate student
of geology) had previously established contacts with local
party offices in the Central Calcutta neighbourhood.
This was the first time in post-independence Presidency
College that Congress politics managed a toehold. Not
many students, however, welcomed the Chhatra Parishad
(henceforth referred to as CP) unit. In a college where
the tradition of student-politics had been by and large
dominated by radicalism, this was seen as an aberration.
This response was common despite the fact that it was
the time when Mrs. Gandhi had leaned most to the left
in her entire career and the strong emotional support
that Bengalees had for her contribution to the liberation
struggle of Bangladesh. Another type of response greeted
the emergence of the Presidency College Chhatra Parishad
(PCCP) which was one of irritation. This stemmed from
the perception that yet another political presence with
outside connections would bring about lumpen’ rule of
a different variety. Finally, the third type of response was
that of a guarded approval in the belief that two groups
opposed to one another (even though no one was openly
propagating Maoism then) would bring about a political
equilibrium of sorts. The non-committed students would
be the major beneficiaries of the local cold war. The
dominant response was of the second variety reflected in a
cynical we-have-seen-it-all attitude.

The opening of the PCCP passed off quite peacefully,
belying the fears of some students involved in the process.
This reflected either a marked change in attitude of the
Naxalites, or a significant reduction in their organizational
strength and fire power. Indeed, in a matter of a few weeks,
the PCCP members realized that where use of brutal force
was concerned, it was they who held the whip.
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The trend of violence in the campus had begun to reverse
from late 1971 even though police pickets continued.
Outside, the State machinery had brutally reduced the
strength of the ultra-left movement, and Congress was
perceptibly on the rise. The declining trend of violence and
the presence of the PCCP permitted a greater degree of
normalcy in college life. Classes were held more regularly
and students got back to their usual activities of studies,
thinking about careers, more relaxed ‘adda’ sessions,
extracurricular activities, and college romances, without
the fear of being caught in a violent clash or being dubbed a
petit-bourgeois degenerate escapist. This was also the time
when students began to reflect on the Naxalite movement
asathing of the past. The fact that many bright and sensitive
students had ended in jail with its associated horrors or had
given up their potentially promising careers, the hunting
down of a few of them by other political parties and the
plain frustration and disillusionment of many of them- all
blended into emerging images of the Naxalite of the late
sixties. The images varied from that of a tragic hero to
that of a confused and immature idealist. One perception,
however, was shared by all: social revolution had receded
into a dim and distant zone of future uncertainities.

1972 also marked a return to parliamentary democracy in
the college with the holding of elections to the Students’
Union Council. 1969 was the last time when elections had
been held and there had been allegations about the use of
force by the Naxalites. Starngely, similar allegations were
heard of in 1972. Only the tables had turned this time with
the Naxalites being at the receiving end.

When elections had been announced, the PCCP realized
that some students who were known to be Maoists
were filing nomination papers. When asked about their
sudden rediscovered faith in the ballot box, they denied
any current political affiliation. The PCCP demanded
that they address a public meeting in the college portico
to announce their belief in representative forms of the
government and denounce their past activities. It was also
made clear that if they did not comply, they would not be
‘permitted’ to their nomination papers. This led to a series
of heated but non violent meetings in the college canteen
where after a long time two different groups of students
seriously debated politics. The discussions were extremely
informed and the debating points well-argued. Neither of
the sides resorted to physical violence or abusive language,
though passionate and emotional speeches were common.
There was also a concrete outcome of these meetings. It
was decided that a portico-meeting would be jointly held
by both the groups with three speakers from each group.



The agreement was that each group would make public
three points of concensus. First, the college union would
be used for college affairs only and not for the propagation
of party politics. Any ideological campaigning would be
strictly at the informal level through individual persuasion.
Secondly, all cultural and extracurricular activities would
be promoted without being a priori shunned as ‘red’ or
‘bourgeois. Finally, no outsider would be brought in by
any party to meddle in college affairs. Any future conflict
would be resolved by discussion as far as possible.

The meeting was announced and it drew a large number
of students. This was one of the largest meetings that the
author attended in the college. The proceedings began
smoothly, but somewhere in the middle Mr. Somnath
Mukherjee (Physics) began criticizing the PCCP loudly
and a bit hysterically. He also proclaimed that his speech
would result in his being killed by a police bullet or by a
Congress gangster’s knife. This led to confusion and chaos
with some students trying to control Somnath while
others chanting to let him continue. Many from Somnath’s
own side left the portico in disgust as they thought it was a
breach of contract. Fist fights broke out and some members
of the CP went out to get local reinforcements. Within
minutes the college was swarming with outsiders. Police
jeeps also began to arrive. Major trouble was avoided,
but Mr. Sanmoy Mukherjee and Mr. Gautam Mukherjee
of the Physics and Statistics departments respectively
were seriously beaten up by members of the PCCP. What
followed in the next few days was the forcible withdrawal
of nominations of almost all non-CP students. Only a tiny
number was allowed to contest as they were believed to
be genuine independents. The elections took place with
a low turnout and the result, by then, was a foregone
conclusion. Thus, by a strange turn of events, ‘democracy’
was restored, but with the help of muscle-men and their
strong-arm tactics.

During 1972, there was a gradual return to non-acacemic
activity. The Athletic Council became active. Cultural
activities such as debates, dance dramas and socials
were frequently organized. Participation began to grow.
There was also a tendency to show that one could be
non-westernized without being revolutionary and that
there could be a cultural space, independent of ‘Yankee
decadence’ and ‘revolutionary propaganda. The College
magazine was published after a lapse of three years. The
previous issue was almost a pamphlet of the CPI(ML).
Previous restrictions on bourgeois dress were no longer
binding. Women students who came dressed in anything
other than a sari used to be reprimanded. Similarly, men
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students who came out in clothes of the latest fashion
were threatened or ridiculed. There was one instance
which the author remembers. A student arrived in a bright
multi-coloured sweater. He was asked (not forced) by a
revolutionary comrade to spin around so that others could
see if the colours blend into white like Newton’s Disc. With
the removal of these restrictions (unofficial), there was a
noticeable change in the patterns of dress. They became
more fashionable and certainly more colourful.

Leftists of various hues began to slowly organize against
the CP. Their campaign plan was : (i) opposition to the
ideology of the Congress, (ii) no political party-based
activity should be permitted within the college, and (iii)
since the PCCP had direct contact with local Congress
workers, threat of outside interference remained. The first
point was underplayed while the last two were stressed.

Without any strong and effective opposition, the PCCP
became more-and-more arrogant. The wheel was turning a
full circle; being a member of the CP gave one a protection
to do almost anything. Drinking liquor and smoking
marijuana started in the college canteen. Not many
participated and the majority was repulsed by the trend.
However, it continued because two or three well-known
PCCP leaders were involved.

There was an attempt that year to set up student-teacher
committees in every department. Members of the Students’
Union took the initiative to try and convince the Teachers’
Council about the need for such committees. The proposal
was to have a five member committee in each department
comprising three students and two faculty members. The
purpose was to take care of department specific problems,
such as, demands of students pertaining to academic
affairs, organization of seminars, availability of library
books, and so on.. Students felt that the relationship with
their teachers had become estranged after prolonged
disruption of classes, violence, verbal and physical attacks
on teachers, and postponement of examinations. There
was a perceived need to rebuild a relationship on trust and
mutual respect. One or two meetings were held involving
the union, the Principal and the Heads of departments. The
committees did not eventually materialize, not because
of any opposition from faculty members, but due to the
fact that the general atmosphere became stable, and the
students’ interests grew lukewarm.

The popularity of the PCCP did not rise significantly,
though the climate of the college changed to one of
political tolerance and openness. Mr. Neepesh Das
(Botany), the General Secretary of the College Union was



Interestingly, revolutionary activity
had its own knowledge demands,
such as an alternative set of texts
such as Das Capital and the Red
Book. Even a cursory reading was
compulsory for the sake of showing
off intellectual prowess

instructed to keep a low profile as far as party politics was
concerned. As a result, the 1973 elections were held in a
free and fair atmosphere (except for one or two instances
of alleged threats to potential candidates from both sides
to withdraw their nomination papers). The PCCP won the
elction by the minimum margin of one seat. Mr. Aniruddha
Sen (Economics) was elected the General Secretary. The
candidates opposed to the PCCP were students with
strong left leanings and Mr. Sanmoy Mukherjee (Physics)
had emerged as their visible leader. This group began to be
referred to as the Presidency College Students Association
(PCSA).

Throughout 1973, the trends of 1972 continued. This time
no one could allege that the PCCP had rigged the elections.
However, the PCSA continued its political campaing
against the PCCP. They underplayed the fairness of the
elections, claiming that their own strength and popularity
made the PCCP think twice about rigging. Their main
criticism, however, was focused on the identification of the
PCCP with the trend of Congress politics in West Bengal
and the regular reports of CP units forcibly winning
elections in other colleges. The PCCP was often ridiculed,
citing cases of in-fighting and factionalism that had
begun to emerge in the ranks of the West Bengal Chhatra
Parishad. The PCCP, in a sense, was on the defensive to
the extent that they could not publicly condemn such
trends. The union continued to mobilize support within
the college for things like improvements in the canteen
facilities and the Athletic Council.

In 1974, the PCSA made a desperate bid to win the
elections. There was a real threat that PCCP, if necessary,
could mobilize a large number of local Congress workers
very quickly. However, this threat was being reduced by
the spread of local factionalism in the Congress Party,
since the loyalities of the local Congress workers and their
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muscle-men had been split. The WBCP witnessed the
emergence of a dissident group called the Sikhsha Bachao
Committee (Save Education Committee) to which many
locals pledged loyalty. The PCCP retained its allegiance to
the official CP, referred to as CP (Mahajati Sadan).

Within a day or two of the announcement of the Students’
Union Council elections, the PCCP was served a twentyfour
hours’ ultimatum by the Save Education Committee. Some
local members communicated that either the entire PCCP
unit switch its loyalty, or face the prospects of a new Save
Education Committee in the College. It was made clear
by the local workers that Mr. Sanmoy Mukherjee had
pledged support to any unit in Presidency College owning
allegiance to the Save Education Committee.

The PCCP unit met late till the evening to consider the
ultimatum. The members were upset at the politicking
of Sanmoy Mukherjee, but no one really wanted a ‘war’
on this issue particularly with the elections ahead. Some
members panicked while others were weighing the
implications of a compromise in an effort to buy time.
However, Mr. Somak Roy (Physics) unilaterally decided
to take the battle to the opposition’s court. He went alone
next morning to a notorious local tough whose boys” had
served the ultimatum. He told the leader that the entire
PCCP unit would be converted on one condition, viz.,
Sanmoy would have to hoist the Congress flag openly in
the college premises and raise slogan of ‘Bande Mataram.
If this was not acceptable, a Save Education Committee
unit could be opened, but over the dead bodies of the
existing PCCP members.

The dead line for the ultimatum came and went. Nothing
happened, suggesting that Sanmoys ploy had failed.
The elections passed off peacefully though on election
day there was an extremely tense atmosphere inside the
college. Each side was almost certain that the opposition
had outsiders waiting on College Street. The PCCP won,
this time by a margin of 4 seats after re-elections were held
in tied constituencies. Mr. Supriyo Haldar (English) was
elected the General Secretary.

The 1975 election saw the PCCP make a clean sweep of the
seats. This was, according to Mr. Arunava Ghosh, the then
President of the PCCP unit, a reflection of the “fascist”
trend that had set in. The PCCP had begun to get divided
along two lines. One group believed in leaving nothing
to chance in case the opposition won. So, they preferred
to bulldoze over the will of the students. The other group
maintained that openness and democracy were the



essential ingredients for long-term political survival in the
college. The composition of the PCSA was also changing
from a left-wing umbrella to a more broadbased forum
against the Congress. Some of the newer members of the
PCSA had not seen the violence and disruption of the
Naxalite days. The only violence and high-handedness
they saw were perpetrated by the PCCP. Thus, the base
of PCSA was expanding in direct proportion to the rising
anti-Congressism in the State. The 1975 elections were a
victory of the hard-liners and Mr. Amal Roy (Geology)
was elected General Secretary.

In the second half of 1975, the PCCP’s reaction to the
imposition of Emergency in the country was a mixed
one. A relatively small group was opposed to the rise
of Sanjay Gandhi and the implications for democracy.
Another group remained silent- the so-called ‘intellectual
group. They were believed to make their position known
in public. Finally, there was a group that supported the
Emergency and was opposed to the anti-Sanjay Gandhi
activities like wall-writing, postering, distribution of
leaflets and the organizing of seminars. In one such
seminar, Mr. Priya Ranjan Das Munshi was invited to
speak after he was unceremoniously removed from the
presidentship of the All India Youth Congress. In the
seminer , Mr.Somak Roy gave a fiery speech against the
evils of Emergency. It is claimed that during those days the
police entered the college at night to erase the anti-Sanjay
Gandhi wall-writings and pull down posters. The PCSA
was in a dilemma, not knowing whether to support this
group in the PCCP or not.

From time to time, the PCCP had raised the demand for
autonomy of the college from Calcutta University, and
the ultimate creation of a Presidency University. Students
of a leftist persuasion were opposed to this notion, they
claimed that this would add to the elitism of the college
which was already a bourgeois factory for the production
of bureaucrats and managers. The demand for autonomy,
supported by quite a few members of the faculty, had
stemmed from the perception that the anarchy in higher
education and an overburdened university were ominous
signs that forebode a decline in the quality of education in
the college. In a sense this demand, which many people are
willing to raise even now, can be termed elitist to the extent
that it seeks to isolate the college from the disturbing trends
in the college from the mainstream of higher education.
On the other hand, it is not clear how the creation of such
a university would go against the interests of working class
as was often claimed as a reason against the demand.
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It was this opposition to the demand for autonomy that
led to Mr. Sanjib Mukherjee (Political Science) being
beaten up physically allegedly by members of the PCCP in
late 1975. This incident resulted in a protest demonstration
outside the principal’s office led by Mr. Santanu Mitra of
the PCCP, a member of the Students. A serious altercation
followed. It was during this altercation that a female student
of the Political Science depertment was allegedly slapped.
This led to wide-spread protests and the PCCP was under
severe public pressure to unconditionally apologize for
the instances of physical violence demanding that the
elected members of the Student’s Council must resign.
They did not agree to apologize, but believed that the act
of resignation would be interepted as if the PCCP was
bearing full moral responsibility for the lapses. The anti-
Emergency group thought that they could add another
reason for the resignation - protest against the growing
trends of authoritarianism in national and political
environments . The main advantage that this group sought
to extract was to take attention away from college issues to
more national ones.

However, Mr.Amal Roy and six others refused to resign.
It was not clear to the college authorities whether this
amounted ta a dissolution of the Council with only seven
members continuing in a house of over thirty. This led
to a constitutional crisis of sorts with the PCCP officially
claiming that they were no longer holding office. Indeed
they denied the existence of any Student’ Union in the
college. However, authorities decided that the Council
existed, and the members who wanted to continue would
be allowed to complete their terms of office. Strangely, no
disciplinary action was taken against those who failed to
abide by the unit’s decision to resign.

This brought into the open the internal tension in the
PCCP that had been building up for a long time. Mr.
Arup Banerjee (Chemistry) emerged as the leader of the
pro-Sanjay Gandhi group and was supposed to have a lot
of connections with Congresssmen in South Calcutta.
However, the unit did not officially split. Another group
continued to campaign against the Emergency but was
dwindling in size, many quitting out of fear rather than
out of conviction. Some individuals of this group were
supposed to have participated in a black-flag demonstration
against Sanjay Gandhi when he visited College Street and
Calcutta University in February 1976. Mr. Arunava Ghosh
(Physiology) who was president of the PCCP unit at that
time was not permitted to leave his residence on that day.

The PCCP used to publish a broadsheet called The



Presidencian where a lot of serious issues were analyzed
and one issue collected a lot of interviews of leading
politicians of West Bengal including Mr.Prafulla Ch. Sen.
Mr. Arup Banerjee’s group also started to distribute leaflets
— all of this is cited by Mr. David Selbourne in his book
An Eye To India. This referred leaflet made it clear that all
opposition would be wiped out.

In-fighting in the PCCP was now an observable fact. In
February 1976, during a metting in the Principal’s room
to decide on the election schedule, the General Secretary
was assaulted either in the heat of the moment or to
demonstrate strategic muscle- power. It was believed that
not all pro-Emergency members were placed under that
threat of violence.

This incident ultimately led to the arrival of the police into
the principal’s office, led by the Deputy Commissioners.
There was also a group of PCSA students led by Mr. Palash
Bose (Geology) who were shouting anti-Emergency
slogans. Failing to stop this and to clear the principal’s
office, the police first decided to arrest Mr. Arunava Ghosh.
Finally, Mr. Somak Roy and Mr. Supriyo Halder were also
arrested. They were released the next day without charges
being pressed against them.

After the announcement of the 1976 election, there were
allegations that Mr. Arunava Ghosh’s group had run away
with the nomination papers. According to Mr. Ghosh
however, there were some technical flaws in the electoral
process that he had pointed out. Elections were cancelled
and an ad hoc body was established, with Mr. Amal
Roy as the Students’ Union Council. Later, as part of the
Emergency measures, all college elections were banned.

In early 1976 some students, who were not identified
with any political group, led by Mr. Dilip Cherian and Mr.
Kunal Banerjee (both Economics) decided to organize
an inter-college festival along the lines of the popular IIT
Spring Fest. They were sure of a support base amongst the
students and hence were convinced that their move would
not be opposed by any political group. While they ensured
the support of the PCCP, they insisted on maintaining
their autonomy from the official ‘Student’ Union. The
college authorities had some reservations about extending
infrastructural support to any group other than the official
union. A compromise was reached with the General
Secretary being made an ex-officio member of the College
Festival Committee. The contribution of the Union was
a paltry Rs. 200 in a festival budget that finally exceeded
Rs.13000. Apart from the GS, all other members of the
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Festival Committee were non-political students. The
festival, christened ‘Melee’ , was a four-day event held in
March 1976. A large number of local colleges participated
and the Festival was a success. The involvement of
Presidency College students was significant with many
grabbing the chance to compete in a variety of events.
The large scale of operations implied that the required
finances would far exceed the union’ s budget. This was the
first time that the students organized fund-raising drives.
They exploited their contacts and explored new avenues by
digging into alumni rolls. This was new to the college and
was organized the following year, renamed as ‘Sambodh’
Now it has come to stay as an annual event called Milieu.

It is doubtful whether any political group could have
organized such a wide spectrum of activities without
feeling the constraints of ideology. Moreover, the fear of
being identified with a particular political group would
have reduced the degree of participation among students in
general. According to a write-up in the brochure published
on the occasion of Melee :

“The purpose of Melee is threefold : to provide the occasion
for a cultural get-togather, to provide entertainment, and
to provide an excuse to bring out into the open the hidden
talents of the college”

The author goes on to justify the organization of a cultural
festival in the “present times’, referring perhaps to the
troubled days of the Emergency :

“One might ask whether Melee was absolutely essential in
the present context. Our answer is self-evident; if we had
not thought that Melee would contribute something to the
academic life of the college, we would never have thought
of organizing it. Admittedly, that ‘something’ is a rather
nebulous concept. Still the enthusiastic response that
greeted our proposal to organize the Festival, indicated
that the student body was conscious of a cultural vacuum
in Presidency College Seminars have been arranged in
various departments, but there has been no participation
by the entire student community in such ventures”*

Ventures that listed items from Western pop to Bengali
Jatra, would have been dubbed as imperialistic hegemony
of Yankee culture, even five years ago. Yes it was not to
the credit of the PCCP that this was possible. It was the
fragmented nature of college politics that permitted such a
festival to succeed.

March 1977 saw the withdrawal of the Emergency and the
electoral defeat of Mrs. Gandhi’s Congress. On April 7,



PCCP members beat up some students on the allegation
that they were distributing ultra-left leaflets. There was a
massive protest against the PCCP violence on the campus.
This included members of a number of left-wing students’
organizations such as AISE, SFI, DSO and included a large
number of general students.

The principal formed a committee to investigate the
incident of the severe beating up of some students. The
committee came out with a report, named the culprits
and the college authorities decided to take action against
the offenders. This was the first time in the decade of the
seventies that the college authorities had shown courage
to officially respond (without the help of the police) to
complaints of disturbance in the premises and to take
disciplinary action.

According to the members of the PCCP, there were,
however, some legal hitches as to the way this came about.
Some of the accused had not been called to depose before
the committee though the committee claimed that they
failed to apper. The PCCP also questioned the power of
a committee to recommended punishment when it was
set up essentially to ascertain the facts of the incident and
submit a report. The PCCP organized a hunger strike in
protest against the injustice of the decisions. On the sixth
day of the hunger strike, the punishments were withdrawn
by the college authorities.

In November 1977, election for the Students Union
Council was announced. After a discrepancy was found
in one constituency, the Principal decided to cancel the
elections. The next elections were held in January 1978.
The PCCP lost by one seat. By then the Congress was on
the defensive in the state as well as the National level.

The period 1972-77 marked the rise and decline of Chhatra
Parishad in the college. It followed the cycle of politics in
West Bengal and had all the features of Congress politics
of the times from deep-rooted factionalism to the arrogant
and high-handed style of functioning. It did succeed in
restoring a degree of normalcy in college life, particularly
in the regularity of classes and examinations. This certainly
was in contrast to the closing years of the previous decade.

Extracurricular activities flourished in a fairly open
atmosphere. An inevitable outcome of this was the rising
trend of * Westernization’ in clothes and cultural tastes. The
PCCP faced a dilemma regarding this Openness necessarily
implies the acceptance of plurality and diversity. Yet, the
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PCCP, on many occasions, debated the intrinsic value of
aping and the cost of confronting such tendencies. It was
implicity accepted as an influence that was overwhelming
the middle class from which the likelihood of his or her
voting for the PCCP without becoming an active member.
This concern for the vote bank forced the PCCP to be a
little less concerned with nationalism and socialism.

Opening up culturally in a group of young adults had
inevitable consequences in other respectes too. There was
a marked decline in the quality of language with English
slang becoming more and more interspersed with Bengali.
The use of obscenities in every day language became not
only acceptable but was considered the height of fashion.
Liquor was considered to be the hallmark of a heroism.

Just as the previous decade, not more than ten to fifteen
percent of the students were actively into politics.Their
search for bases of support comprised a mixture of
personal friendships, college issues and the appeal to a
broad ideology that was in tune with the concerns for the
Indian society.

Finally, I would like to dwell on an aspect of the attitude
towards politics and studies that marked this period. The
students who were engaged in revolutionary politics had
been severly critical of the ‘studies’ (curricula) that the
universities demanded. They were dismissed as part of
bourgeois culture and hence had to be shunned. Thus,
not attending classes or avoiding examinations was part
of the revolt. Interestingly, revolutionary activity had
its own knowledge demands, such as an alternative set
of texts such as Das Capital and the Red Book. Even a
cursory reading was compulsory for the sake of showing
oft intellectual prowess. This changed during 1972-77.
Politically active students continued to ridicule formal
studies, but there were no alternative texts. Yet they never
ridiculed good students, particularly the well-read type.
This period marked the beginning of the polarization
between the ‘canteen set’ and the ‘library set. Politics, by
and large, became the preserve of the former. The very few
who could hold their own in both the sets, were the ones
believed to have charisma.

Reprinted from NOSTALGIA, An Illustrated History of Hindu
Presidency College (1817-1992). Pratikshan Publications. Calcutta.

"Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed in this article are
those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the position of
Autumn Annual”.
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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENCY COLLEGE UNION
1877-87

The “PRESEDENCY COLLEGE UNION” was founded on
the 8th of September 1877 by Mr. J. V. S. POPE Professor
or English Literature, Presidency College “to root out
the feelings of dis-union prevalent among students and
to unite them as fellow-workers in the cause of self-
improvement™*. The first session promised something of
success and though only three meetings were held, this
was due mainly to the fact that the session was already far
advance when the Union was founded. Early in February
1878,, when PROF POPE was made by fourth and fifth
year students to reorganise the Union, and, during the
session eight meetings were held, all under the presidency
of the distinguished Pandit Sivanath Sasti M. A. But the
fourth and fifth year gentlemen, who were the leaders of
the society, having finished their usual college career, the
conduct of the Union was entrusted to younger hands with
the result that there was only one meeting during 1879.
During the next year there were three meetings, but there
was none in the course of 1881. The Union seemed to
have almost died out, when the energy and enthusiasm of
some third-year and first-year gentlemen gave a renewed
strength to its inactive frame. It is renewed strength to
its inactive frame. It is desirable that the names of these
gentlemen, who inspired a new life into the Union, and
gave it that importance which belongs to it at present,
should be permanently recorded in its annals.
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They were,
Babu  Asutosh Mukhopadhyay
" Kalikrishna Bandopadhyay
" Hiralal Bandopadhyay Third year
" Asutosh Bhattacharyay** class
" Kaminikumar Chanda
" Amrita Lal Palit
" Madhabananda Basak
Babu  Satyachandra Mukhopadhyay_ First year
! Adhar Lal Chandra | class

A conversational meeting was held on the 25th February
1882, and these gentlemen resolved that they would not
willingly let die the noble object of the President- founder
Prof Pope. Prof. H. M. Percival was requested to preside
at the meeting, and he readily consented with his usual
kindness. The meetings were held very regularly, and five
lectures were delivered before the summer vacation. A
half-yearly meeting was convened on the 8th July, presided
over by Mr.G. Bellet, M.A, Principal of the Presidency
College. From this period dates the lively interest, taken by
our respected Principals and Professors in the cause of the
Union. Indeed this meeting served to stimulate the student
with a felling that their labours were sympathized with
by the highest education officers of the College. Among
the Professors, Mr. Parry ,Professors of Philosophy. The

Subjects

The character of Nepoleon Bonapath
The Life and Teaching of Dr.Johnson
Slavery

History

Study of Dead Languages

Eloquence and its Study

Sir W. Scoot

Defects in Character

O ® N AUk w D

The Indian as they are

—
e

Warren Hastings
11.  Mahomet

Speakers

Asutosh Mukhopadhyay (M.A.)
Hiralal Bandopadhyay (B.A.)
Satyachandra Mukhopadhyay (B.A.)
Kalikrishna Bandopadhyay (B.A.)
Asutosh Bhattacharyay (B.A)
Jogendra Chundra Das (B.A)

Adhar Lal Chandra

Satis Chundra Mukerjee (M.A.)
Satis Chandra Bose (B.A.)

Sagar Lal Palit

Maulvi Yakanuddin Ahmed (B.A.B.L)

*  Extract from the letter of Prof. Pope addressed to the students.

** We regret to record the loss of this most active and energetic member of the Union by premature death from smallpox in April 1885.
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late Babu Prosonnacumumar Sarvadhicari, Professor of
History. The late Dr . M’Cann, Professor of Mathematics.
Mr. Percival, Professor of English Literature, and ~ Babu
Nilmoni Mukherjee, Professor of Sanskrit were present
on the occasion. This meeting was a great success and we
read in the report of the Union for 1882 that “the hall was
densely crowed and many gentlemen had to stand for want
of seat”

After the summer-vacation, six meetings were held, a
number that would seem not very inconsiderable, if we
remember that as in those days, the University examination
commenced in November, meetings had necessarily ceased
to be called from the beginning of October. The following
is a list of lectures delivered during 1882:-

In the beginning of the year 1883, an Annual Meeting was
held, presided over by the Late Dr. McCann, Professor of
Mathematics, when Maulvi Yakanuddin Ahmed one of the
most distinguished debaters of the Society delivered an
address on Thomas Carlyle. The power of debate evinced
by the members of the Union was remarkable, and we read
in the report submitted to this meeting by the Secretary
Babu Asutosh Mukhopadhyay, as follows:-

“We have great pleasure in remarking that the excellent
qualities of independence of judgement and extempore
speaking have been most sedulously cultivated by every
one of the speakers....The debates were always very
spirited but never transcending the limits of moderation”
During the year ten meetings were held and the following
is a list of the lectures delivered:
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Mr. W. T. Webb. - M.A. Prof of English Literature.
The Late Babu Prosonnakumar Sarvadhicari - Prof of
History.

Mr. H. Percival - M.A. Prof of English Literature
Babu Nilmony Mukherjee - M.A. Prof of Sanskrit
Pandit Haris Ch. Kaviratna — M.a. Prof of Sanskrit

and Maulvi Kabiruddin Ahmed Prof. of Arabic, were
present on the occasion. The meeting was the most
successful of all recorded in the annals of the Union. The
hall was crowded, more than six hundred gentlemen being
present on the occasion. Two other lectures were delivered
before the summer vacation.

But it was not merely debate to which the members
confined attention. On the 25th of June 1884 the students
of the Presidency College, learned with the grief and
astonishment, the death of Professor McCann, who
had taken so deep an interest in the Union. The plan of
raising a subscription to erect a suitable memorial to the
memory of Dr. McCann first originated in the Secretary
Babu Asutosh Mukhopadhyay who with the advice of the
President Prof. Percival convened a meeting of the Union.
A special meeting was held on the 1st J7uly at 4-5 PM. in
the Second year hall Presidency College “to consider what
steps should be taken to perpetuate the memory of the
late Professor Dr. McCann, the news of whose sudden and
unexpected death was received as a shock by the whole
body of students” The Meeting was largely attended both
by professors and students; and Mr. C. H. Taweny, M.A,,
the Principal of the College was in the chair.

Thomas Carlyle

Unity between Hindus and Mahomedans
How to live well

Patriotism

Sir Tassac Newton

Caste System

Buddhism

Ram Mohun Roy

Sir Walter Raleigh

George Washington

O 0 NI QN U W N~

—
o

Maulvi Yakanuddin Ahmed (B.A.B.L.)
" Shamsul Hudda (B.A.B.L.)

Satya Ch. Mukherjee (B.A.)

Priyanath Ghosh

Asutosh Mukherjee (M.A.)

Suryakumar Karforma (B.A.)

Hemanta K. Mukherjee (B.A.)

Lalit Chandra Mitra

Ramananda Chatterjee

Jyotish Ch. Mitra

Babu

On the 8th March 1884, an Annual Meeting was held in
the second year class hall presided over by Mr. G. Bellet,
M.A,, Principal, Presidency College when Babu Asutosh
Mukhopadhyay delivered an address on Emerson. Among
the professors of the College:-
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The chairman having declared the meeting open and
having briefly explained its objects, read the following
resolution and called upon Babu Asutosh Mukhopadhyay
to move it “that this meeting is deeply sensible of the loss,
sustained by the College by the sudden and unexpected



death of Dr. H. W. M’Cann and desires that a letter of
condolence should be addressed to Mrs. McCann in
her present bereavement” Babu Hiralal Bannerjee B.A.
seconded the resolution, and it was carried unanimously.

The chairman then called upon Babu Jogendra Nath
Mukherjee, M.A., to move the second resolution which
ran as follows-

“That a subscription list be opened for raising a suitable
memorial, the form of the Memorial to be determined
according to the amount of the subscription realized, and
that a committee consisting of the following gentlemen be
appointed for the purpose:-
Prof. A.E.Gough. M.A.

“ W. T. Webb. M.A.

“ H. M. Percival M.A.
Asutosh Mukhopadhyay (M.A.)
« Jogen Chandra Dutta (M.A.)
« Manmatha Nath Rudra (4th year)
“ Satya Chandra Mukherjee (3rd year)
« Jyotish Chandra Mitra (2nd year)
« Hirendra Nath Datta (1st year)

Babu Asutosh Mukhopadhyay (M.A.)
as Secretary and treasurer.”
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successful as its promoters could have been wished it to
be and in the beginning of 1885, the Secretary was able
to forward to the University, a portion of the amount for
the McCann Medal “to be presented publicly every year
at the annual convocation for conferring degrees., to that
student who obtains the highest number of marks in the
B.A. Examination for Honours in Mathematics, of the
successful Presidency College students who gain no other
University prize, scholarship or medal for mathematics at
the Examination*

With the rest of the money a marble tablet was erected in
the Library of the Presidency College, and photographs of
it were presented to Mrs. McCann and distributed among
the members of the Committee.

Three other meetings were held during the remainder of
1884; but for circumstances over which, no one had any
control, no meetings were held till July 1886.

The following is a list of the lectures delivered during 1884.

It must be noticed here that during these years (1882-85)
Prof. Percival was the main spring of the Union; and the
members will even remain grateful to him because it was
through his co-operation that the Union had existed so
long. On July 17th the first meeting of the present session
was held, in which the office-bearers were elected. Nine

Subjects

Emerson

Julius Caesar
Industry and Idleness
Macaulay

Science of Language

Yoga Phillisophy

Speakers

Asutosh Mukhopadhyay (M.A.)
Hemontokumar Mukherjee (B.A.)
Haran Chandra Roy (B.A.)

Satya Chandra Mukherjee (B.A.)
Hiralal Banerjee (B.A.)

Asutosh Bhattacharya (B.A.)

Maulvi Syad Shamshul Hudda, B.A., having seconded
the resolution it was carried unanimously amidst loud
acclamations. Professor H. M. Percival, M.A., proposing
a vote of thanks to the chair declared that he had never
found a “more agreeable colleague than Dr. McCann
and that the professors ought to come forward” to
further the noble object of the students. The Chairman
then declared the Meeting closed. The meeting was as

other meetings were held, and the attempt of the gentlemen
who revived the Union was crowned with success. The
following is a list of lectures delivered during the session.

The best thanks of the Union are due to Dr. P. K. Roy
who had presided over most of the meetings and without
whose kind co-operation the Union would have proved a
decided failure.

*Extract from the letter of the secretary Babu Asutosh Mukhopadhyay addressed to the Registrar, Calcutta University (vide Minutes 1884-85 p.78)
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Subject

Influnce of English Commerce on Indian Indian Manufacture

Socrates or “known thyself”

End of Education, does History foster it?

Shelly.

Oratory

Importance of the study of the Physical Sciences
Duties and responsibilities of students.

Early Bengali Poets.

Speakers

Babu Promothanath Datta

" Mahit Chandra Sen

" Sarat Chandra Mukherjee
Kunja behary Gosvami
Chittaranjan Das
Rajanimohan Chatterjee
" Surendranath Mallik
" Satis Chandra Ghosh

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNION

L.

10.

11.

Every student of the Presidency College is a member
of the Union.

1882.
The Principal of the Presidency College is the Patron ~ 1883.
of the Union. 1884.
. . 1885.
The President must be elected at the beginning of the
session. 1886.
All professors with the exception at the Patron and the
President are ex-officer vice- presidents of the Union. 1882.
The President has a casting vote in the meetings. 1882.
1883.
The meetings are held every fort-night. 1884.
Members are at liberty to introduce visitors to the 1885
meetings. 1886.
The office-bearers will be elected in the beginning of
the session. 1882,
The executive committee consists of the Secretary and ~ 1883.
the assistant secretaries. 1884.
Each class elects an assistant secretary to represent its 1885.
interest in the committee. 1886.
The lectures are strictly confined to literary subject.
Political and religious subjects are strictly excluded.
G ROCK O\
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SUCCESSION LISTS FROM 1882

PRESIDENT

Prof. H. M. Percival M.A
Prof. H. M. Percival M.A
Prof. H. M. Percival M.A
Prof. H. M. Percival M.A
Prof. FJ Rowe. M.A.

SECRETARIES

Babu Kamini Kumar Chanda(From Jan. to June)
Babu Asutosh Mukhopadhyay

Babu Asutosh Mukhopadhyay

Babu Asutosh Mukhopadhyay. B.A.

Babu Asutosh Mukhopadhyay. B.A.F .R.A.S.

Babu Syamaprasanna Majumdar. B.A

ASSISTANT SECRETARIES

Babu Adharalal Chandra.(From Jan to June)
Babu Satya Chandra Mukhopadhyay

Babu Satya Chandra Mukhopadhyay

Babu Satya Chandra Mukhopadhyay

Babu Satis Chandra Ghosh

(From our Archives: AUTUMN ANNUAL
Vol XXX, 2001-2002)



[p)

1817 2017

PRESIDENCY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

R EDO P

LA AP ARFO
#fATTTR O 8 AT THa3Y

AFFIRFPIE

2 S RTE™ FES @R A @ (W @32 O™
A RS o (@ (@ S R ? @it e
TS AT SR (] FCECS T4 SRR ?

Tea: WY 35 8l9-88 FrFRw caifs Ftete arifeeN-
AT SIfed =R @31 O St ify Rwpie S
e foF = @R (FIERIF FEICE 8 AR IS
FESE RN O 9N @ IS GEN, ©XN PN
AT TR T3 FHRL-2-Al | O #ITHE R Seyioie
fsferta o - ol Gel Feete S e ftem. T=id!
SR TR R T JRIAFHAR TGmIE, T3 e
T G LT AN 5FT0! | HA[6-F & FTFORIET
T A9 e S v eirel 3R Pret ¢ freRs
SIS AFHGCHT TRIA! REE @R (12 FRCIOR 9T 9
2R IR |

2P : O AYRTSIT FAN THRCAG A S 8 ST
@ et ?

Ted 1 @A OB @Bl N RGE ©ltE @EeifEs o
2 QAR IC8 ACTI 2/ e AfRRA RCALE 8
R AREN, FIG @32 GEAITR S7F M9 | (TR Isc 8
Bsc SRR, e 90 @i Swit st wie @Fwsiy
FIOCPed HICH FCCRGE | HRPI SR RIS
TN IS T2E 2R | oA AR s8N kEw, FoR
TR FACOT €32 RIAUR IAPTRY (R (BB FA0oA | ©F (T
ST G5! SOl f2eT | TS R O3 Wi | (Peieid @Fwet!
RISTIC It C"Tﬁm Physical Chemistryﬁiﬁ'@%\% foet
- Jad @ AR (18 M0 we FA G G5!
0T AP-GEHR I | A S58¢ -9 ST TTI BT (31T |
qofte HICT Physical Chemistry FRGEGE f2e 711 edt
o fRere #M1fer @ | ¥F 3% F@ @ifaw 7T G T
SITIET | IR S#TH 0-8 3f% F (O SR AR A -

IR EFE qow MR-AE W@ e GF 7 A=
FACO 24 | T AR Tald I IR FACo
IR & R @ T @ECalfRe | (R 7R} FREHH bl
= |

W FOR Togel @I TG | Ot (G100 (9T IR
TEPIRCAL, oo 57 (I 8 TIFIF WA, #7oBLE T AT
Sl ORI AR SIS IR | GT NS ApF AR
FACS T @32 NI T AFCS T | Gifuey C2APTTSHT FCerte
AT @ % AR OF el ([3 | SN AW W&
e fifSs owtan PRt oo Aifew 2@z - SiEne,
ST, SR, afgfaaifae, Sraifd ar e i | sl
@17 g SNR @I S (2| ORI @ @I S
FITT IS, 13 SNF T2

T AfoPeror FUS Ifet | T (TS PR =@ — G161
T FECE AT IR @92 RS 77 77 AR | e
T QI TS WF I, SNCF GFo18 (TS DI
FPT ST T T — I FIIL ANNF TS TS HSH DI,
e O7 R ATRR WS =3 fRree | foq a2 “I
~FIATOR AW — SANF (IS P FPT ST 2 |

2P el Sovo iR TSRl 27 U8 FCEACE R | !
T @32 WA SGeE A= aEifReE) St S
frg Tem=m?

Teq : U T QAN @ R, U wurw  feee
A FGAF TP % | FW ADT AER o v
CIE | O SEeE oEpE 2 e ifreefiy
ANEET T, GF-9F @31 | ol 97 I A
(R SPICeA, @SR TREGRCS T IR I AFTS
- @ g AT OIF (O | {RF T O SEaR
GGt SffTefn (ifodE @ - fof “©F’ =R @ 5y
TfZS] T FW NI | OF T (AT AT LT =0

125



TOMHT CTBY - SRENRMER ST | @F (7 L1 2T
Q.05 @FG-COEAl G2 TP | G SHTHA A
TN 9D @IS TR | A2 eafR Torg Aee,
INIRF @3z FAD |

A [eiteR FA SR IER | A @3 [oit @ @F
A4 TN TGAT T CNBE | G AGTF AR
A3 A A AT {0 SPTR Greian SR
e | SR SMIfSToR 8 S opd i et wa
FESH AN I RS WFNE IO, G
W@, TR CMeY, ORPW JCAIgR, I S
ETl, ST e FAIE, AFCO A% ©el 8
ChFieie =g, wLNifers @sime" Bz, ™ FfNiee @
@2 A SEIBRY, aifits griwsw e 8 [Rgfo o,
AN FETHTT T4, 2HBET TZE T, AT I,
Sfenfa fafseerms TgwmiE, @32 SRS SIS | @ I
Rfawie dar el SpeiTRe TRt It #iHTe |
9y TR W, T NS 31 foree SHweEs | G e
G@l, T2 SRS IR Wi [Ee zEizem |

S A qN SN (G T g 08T M (R AR
TS REFTOR AR i Ffe FEAREE @R TaRAImE
WEE Al T TR | @SB W AW SEy R
SAGTS ORI G, SNel FA CHH, AW bawqol,
TLASTe SATON We, IR WM fl@, v G,
s TAEENI W, fvw qeaenaE, 2feReT
S fQeNdt, SAItEd TRy, SO TR, R
AR ICHIAGR, AR FRTeR JeieigE, g
TP TR, A(er© FAF 2, SR AT+ STt
GIR NN ST A |

M IR TP I TS @I AR sifaes
T 52

Teq : Y7 @M 1 e g g AfET 7@z | v588-9
FECH (Pl-TGLFI o] 2T | 22T (SRR, Al e
AR (oo R FACS A N1 ETo! =y efesm 2@ |
e Rfen =mr Tfela & ek s
THEA SGFE I e |

g #ita Feetce AR @ graiet felal cael 2el @3
S5 >-CS Aifelfm |

5589 I IMFS ReMiT ¥ & *AE P o
IS FAEES 1 7 | - Fopifecs e e
2e (A ST S |

126

SN AUTUMN ANINU AL [

-9 TIE AN F TR Ko F9 8T IS
22} I A1 29 |

ARG T | T T, TSt (AT FeTe Swrwia
AT (20 Fgye 2@ | e wtete wiw G @i
c2APTTE FeTe (1R 1 @ R 2, = @ RrewelR e
(2ATF T ToITS {52

Teq : W3 RefFe avm TR S@R (reat 1o | SifY 0
I2F 6 FETS (ATF 5 A1, GNP S_F 8 T T
%3 wifw 1| O (Ol @ W A TEe IR, AR
T CTSTE F 7 =d @) FeTce MR |

A NPT FOS SRE  [ROR SRt T@ AT
FEFE A1 oS [few FiteR Wity Fw Gew =
Mo | SRFeR FCE Aol FACoq @RS S
EIAET CTHBY @32 TS FIFIF | FCACE (T ARG
T @I SRR TRy o S FEeg Ae 8
TR FAR AW | SHF IZES. FECEH Fow, stipend—-aq
T QAR 16T @92 FETCE oS e (ATS T©
SAICE | SFF WY A2 FRL AT |

G W@ (O “(TANS, CSAE Gl el Siees Wik —
@7 @ 1 | FECS AR WS FMBL [-9F6! GRAIBRFT
T AT (TS | ISR CF I T —*[gfeT e SIS Tl
HINITO 2@ A7 |

IR AT -2NIR A S#ACFAN T ATIF A 02, FHIT
0o | e Reits #01 A5F A Al AT, S [l
TR FECE 2/ 20O @32 AO ATOH! #G AFToA | 4T
ATGH N 20 (6 go oo =1 | =fy 21 f[etst s
TS A, @E ST SeFe AT G FIOT
aFG @Ue 31 Sify 241w e o of2 w7 faet | @it
FO1E IM #Fe 71| 2fS AT SNOH TauE GF6! A
ST IRTSIETS f2eT @32 SITS Y SITet! Fa1 #Aheat et |
TG FIT2 AP o F1 2 |

FICE AWM ATE @pF T =, IS St el S
@ Rgfs Itz O 24w IR FES AGHIOT ST
8 O A4 | SIS ATSIF AAFT IR RGES e e
eSS «I7ell @ eyt feet g Gt et Ayfwsrs - Fwts
AP 1 Ao -#10 O 2ol AT T& e | @37 @ o[
ecy

S @O FAN | (FRFAR (AR AT (accountability)
Tl AT TGy ¢ SRR | O FCe R Saeho



T, B! @¥ G (Al A | S @A aTiegafser 13,
G Tafe 10 U, She S |

2 : 2AFTTE TS RITeen TETH SpTe “wts & S
AP A = ?

TGd : TN G2 FENE ST AES I, SN Sl 73 |
SN TN FPIRSIE (4 Sfere gazmal (16 201 1A-
Isc -CS 2% 99 (YK NI f2eT - admission test 7L
ST TS @I @A o [t | @i Swizadd I
2| INE 0F SR Reiiy o4 @3 SN[ =iy O
e CT (N TR ST AT &y wR4E FARA |
fog oF fFg 797 I A ©ICF Wi S FTS #H1faf |

2% : TG A (TSI el Tt 20=, (37 770 S
TS 2

'p)

PRESIDENCY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

TORR (NI FAZ@ITE A6l NP @3 FCACH ISP
QATF S TEEX |

1817 2017

2P : WA LTS AATE S (FI o1 T2 76 0372

T@q : (74, ToAl (Ol FO2 AHR | @I W I AR
T S A ATT | GO AT S»8y A 2K AR
vk T @ Rel-5F o e FEe 32 #ReE
-3 FEre, @3 9o [ vl afevm feet | Toar @ qfoa
1 T SR B! ARFBICTR 21717 | wefie wAf2cafRa 327,
TR TS Tojifng wets sma M@ e =@ | @bt
TR IO IPNIA AW | IOl I A 32 @ emR
ICAT e BF f, ©F SRTSR Iobl Fe 4 IW! @ KA
SR TR ARAM @32 FrAR-3-YAR *0F AN SLqG!
ARG PR G RIEFAR BRI FEPAF ST
2o | g 0 2w, 93 91 9@l ewl AW A, ©|

TeF : TIAT 6T P @b Wiz, ©F g ARTes
3 ATISH | AFOHE FIOW TAE @ @ (ea (e
R (12 gemi oifgs bl wfolie Tew edR
AqTS] (M1 T |

YEFE N IFECEHE. ((FG FIGT demonstration
experiments &G (3% | @TS B*riF TF @ @z | @@f
4] G | CAPTCST™ FECS St FIAIRY @34 experiment
— &3 7] FACoA- ol RAW 3T % w3 OfF FIR
N @7 S st Rt |

AT e AT [A/Isc 21 Plus-2 TFPf B fawag -
@, JACO A7 T | @A @ ST — @, Plus-2
P AFE THOF FIOT AT T T 2 — FISA

SRCBIE M g YEIAT T OfF SIS A SRS (163l
2@ | REERIhY e oW cabiteR Ses 3gits
ol e AR Fom @it FeW SN SO | ¢l
FENRA R f1Ce 203 A ToTa W@ | G0 =R STl
IEIS | O TRt Kot AermgN =F Jgeifon
T& O W@ R I 9T w2 I | W FES I
TR SON | SN AR @ FICGE JH & 2,
TN T AF, FG WF I | S ARG A
@R MERFNR I AR ANE O NI AT O
PR AR TR | T 2T, O FERIM ACo MG
fFTs #1faf | S qre g W32 ®% Fgefen fors
8 7Y %7 FA00 To | T e (WS SN W@ RRIER
3z SR Rl wife Face ciafeas | wif @ enRE

BT & | R e (©f [A/Isc F 26 O3 (O NI
A AT AR, Reyfmiees eaziaidt 392 ShEE IR |

FeafRe, ez Rk fee or ™arre @ | wEE
S SHOH AT SR (S RGP 212¢ FCARHA |

G (Ol PREFTLTIe ¥ e B8 @R | S ST
FECE (Ol Plus-2 @Pf I@R | OITR 5 21072107 T
DT (IR ? CATCS™ FeTs (TF Plus-2 (&P $0 ST

GINF @ GF0! 7 20O I, G612 TAT S N0 2R |

3fSzITT 9irel (T : AUTUMN ANNUAL Vol-XXX, 2000-2002.

/G LY I\

127



W AUTUMN ANNUAL

R EDO P

JLAF ©COF e
SR w3

AFFIRFPI

oY : = WETER (R I St ceifie ™ Stetes T 3@
Tore - et via ReTE, #itw wdMifs [Reiew Freaw g3t
TR IR AT TR ARG Tt & | =eie
& FACSR A0 F=0E R g wrs St wniarg |

T : 5o A WIS S 7g 2 =iy calfsf
FEE A FR @2 Sdwo AN Fed fGfa AZ |1 @@,
FIOT IR WA QT B | Ry e ¢ oF e
T N ATCREAN @3 SO @ FCEAS0a 2670 o1
FA[ [0l | A 7E SO (AT RICE] 83 FCEICH PO
@32 @A @ PR 217 217+ @ron ol B foe
TERI TS | S T4 FCECE ATCS G, 55 ©973
O, TR S @ AL SFS] 4 oo rgjegs
TG TG Offl I IR | S SIS TN
WPT @32 TEIPITH SN D B A S2IPFW Swros
e ICMIAGIER TCol QTad R SR Woem #i07 |
ST RrEemE T R wdAfere e wimiEe
SRS, Rt gefe wieifE uT RS AFEvE
@ 8 AFAR ICHHATLGIEI TCS! T | (T AN Fresed
S GG @IS B Fa1 37 712S e 1, [FR e
TN F=2IMF [T A AW GO0 qeq A=
PSRRI | @9 Jel 9% SfRema Nro! Zamd
Ry g gfemes WM™ 33 =iz fee |

SOCA =7 RAfST I Sveo e HLTS [ fFrrs
TR I FCECT FE G | G, AT detefe @y
RaUE SF8 FAR | SLANe [ee wiwal @ [Raw Ko
I SR RN, FRe Y —IAtE SR IR e, ot
fecel M, T-20 JLS | FECE O9F ™I @
TR SLIHAFFIE S oo G, T 50!, AoFAR
cRud, fifer afFs, SfNEER b, o407 I, SN
SIMEl @ e SR ATol Ta CITARet™ | HI07 @3
e 2rad SRS RrreerR SeeRel fre | SRl SN

128

@ SN QA Fo AT FFF G2 S A0F TS
o #/fZw T 29 |

I @ SRAOE 256 ARSI Graleetw ©f z&1 A= |
Sl fras o *R8 FwEcem T Ffoer «F@
@l REN Shda-0d FE - FCEAEE AT SO THF
T 41, GF. AR I BIEeTS! A1 $58Y A B@E
) S WA YT (RSN 26 | S (I FCACT (*TS13
EIEE w1, *[% FEFR el SRIER [ e |
@ IAGE FoTO A9, BLESr, JgE, Wi, SfenEmi
@ #ifafm Irol Fosesfe RE QA ey &S FA0E |

@R ARER O Toq e weet 37wy @z
[ Aleq WL Rl wNiem % [Rew et 32
TERA | Sdeo-a T N P N o, LSS
TG FRIAIfT O3 A4S & TR SFFIF ¢ i Al
T AL SGPS TO | Tgd GRAR IO SNl @A @
PR T TGS AT @32 IPIEre CTBIANRE. CeTS
Sf T, T A RE FLAie 8 AFRWIT 32 8CTFe
MR T AMETS AR TS AN | APIe Fcewes
SN 7R TAEL. (O Sro o 21 feet, 5% oF
T foe FTesiems |

e 8 PARAE & AFETS F=oE T Afas
IHRET | @ @I W AT iR S FiEee!
RERAITE 25 432 SRl SNTE IS ST | ATGPL6!
o8 edTeR ol fFFertya &y W Q@renate s
7@ | 92 329 I Aofer semife fzey |

IR @GR S0 @ [wafs @gn wieqifs ¢ g wiq’
e 2l feeT, it wiw A AfafEe 2w wiew wdwifs
8 ABRC | SR #IF SN 724 e, SN @ g
7> oz el 20 IR | FQ ST 2RI @Il S5z
T | AFRBITT FALGAFIGAR 2T 20 LT (e




@32 SR GFCE GF2 FHLCS Fe FA00 AFE | S
T4 =q e, I& Ret foqem fFrvs forem | wifi 329
e 2@ 5 @aw, o9 = 5w o g3 Relet Fog
(A AT GARS RGIF G661 | @24 GFF Qe 73 [
(SHIG e W=, @9 SOt St R s
AR 25 & FMEEIsal | 37 RyRweas sgmet
Reialem gemm «2 y2 Ko @eid wwe @R Il |
oY RE w21 ool RyRwpieE, @02 FEmee g
ARSI N 1S FACO S Tl |

oY Sy @ AP [(fw-aa @3 sm @t fwcs
cfe® FEe e T3 4 ez Wi wfeRke
(Supernumerary) % &3 TS FEHH FMT o 1,
G AZ! FAF (581 IR, 8 92 97 FEF T4
TR SV @TF SdUd G CEAPTTSH FCACSR 70 SR
@IS oot I @M RS AR | e FeEes
TFRR FIAGE N TS w @@ @32 wify 77 wioe
ST WY (TS CelN | Sf q4q Sdud AN ARHIR
PR QATE SRR e, SRR TR SNE @3 P
‘ORGP ST e e | GWRGPT SHpiee
oA wifg At 711 5% 22w foq-si7 q=a Eifve

1817

L

PRESIDENCY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
TS REw wifi {edy Il fefees | Row @ 354
A 35 A TWH([6F TLSIYF FF0H TAH ©Fe (ST
F FNEF I AR

SfoNey RRwie SRmE S GR-FEs e
TTIPF TYAITR LS AT @b (FTHR o] SCaie]
FAE | IHF TS I @I TAWE! AifS fye =1
YRR 0 G @ @Frw Wi @iHRb 7R eimE @3
Rif¥E SeAifsRmom SRR =i Eoifge @, Ioim =
T AR PR W GAF e 2@ AT |
oI S, @uia 37 T TEE | R 9 wF it 3@
AL AR FACS #I1fF |

QAT FCA TR SANIF FCACER FORCT T@R | CAPIeH
JCEACH FE FE @ 9 CIRRAN ©f S (FIAS S 1R
1 @e Frem «fiey @sAR dwEem 303 @9 SEd
S, wif e e wdaier aEiken S1es |
FECEA I @4 I bred Iz WIS el gfozm
SR B I AR - AW G 7S | I99 ©IfF IS =7 92
SORCR TS AN, ST A% 8 9 Syeq I |

3SR et =P : AUTUMN ANNUAL Vol-XXX, 2000-2002.

2017

G RORCX D

129



W AUTUMN ANNUAL

R EDO P

Prof. Subodh Chandra Sengupta

TAPATI GUPTA

INTERVIEW

Q : When did you join Presidency College as a student ?

Ans: I came from the matriculation exam. I won a
scholarship. That was in 1920; I was a Presidency student
right up to 1926.

Q : There must have been many British professors at that
time ?

Ans : Quite a few. But there came about a change in the
structure of the Education Department. It came under
the jurisdiction of a ministry supervised by an elected
minister. After this, many of the British professors began
to take early retirement and move homeward. The last
recruitment to the Indian Education Service was in 1919.

Q : I believe the Principal used to be an Englishman ?

Ans : Yes, always. I also remember that the Proessor
and Head of the Physics department was English, one
E. P. Harrison. But he too retired soon and Professor P. C.
Mabhalanobis steped into his shoes.

Q : There must have been Englishmen in the —

Ans : English Department ? Right. There were Professors
Stirling and Holme. The former, quite a happy-go-lucky
type, had himself photographed with the students before
he left, and I heard that he could identify each student
from the group photograph. From England, he used to
send his contribution to the Students' Aid Fund. He even
bequeathed some of his property to the college. He was a
bachelor.

Q : He must have been an interesting person!

Ans: A jolly good chap. He took everything lightly. He was
also the Bursar.

Q : Was he a good teacher ?

Ans : Well, he took only the I.A. classes because he was a
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paper-setter for B.A. Such were the norms. He used to say
that pronunciation indicated one's place of origin.

Q: And Mr. Holme ?

Ans : A very good teacher with an academic approach. He
was editor of the Arden edition of As You Like It. He had
rigid notions about prose style. "Use no extra adjective,
and if you use "very" before an adjective, I'd fine you Re.
1/- for every such use", he used to say. Difficult advice for
us ! Wasn't ornamentation the soul of style? Mr. Holme was
always careful to define the terms he used : Romanticism,
Renaissance — the latter to him was the "apotheosis of
man" — I have found no better definition than this. He
taught us the Special Paper in B. A. and the Romantic
period in M. A. Romantic poetry he defined by quoting
Keats' famous lines: "Charmed magic casements, opening
on the foam of perilous seas, in faery lands forlorn"

Q : What was the nature of the student teacher
relationship? Were the Englishmen intimate with
students as, for instance, Derozio had been ?

Ans : No — on the contrary, perhaps it was due to the
presence of these Englishmen that there was a barrier
between the students and teachers, a chit had to be sent in
order to enter the professors' common room.

Q: It is so different today — the place now looks like a
common room for students.

Ans : I, however, had a certain privilege in the fourth
year class. I was then Editor of the college magazine and
Profesor Srikumar Banerjee was Editor-in-chief. Students
watched my sorties to and from the staff-room with awe.

Q : There must have been tutorial classes in which...

Ans : There was more scope for student and teacher to



come intellectually closer to each other. You still have
such sessions in college today especially in our English
department. This was and still is possible because of the
small student-teacher ratio.

Q : Do you remember any interesting tutorial episode ?

Ans : Ten to eleven a.m. was the allotted hour for four
students who did tutorials with Mr. Holme. He would
devote the first half hour to two of them while the other two
would come at eleven. One of them I heard had written the
phrase "destroyed the life of many people,” whereupon he
got a sharp nudge of the pencil from Holme who growled,
"And why not the simple Teutonic word "killed" ?

Q : Though during the last year I've noticed an element
of seriousness on the part of many students and teachers
regarding the pass subjects, they were quite neglected in
my time.....

Ans : So too when I was a student, but then it was
primarily students who were the shirkers. The exception
was Professor P. C. Ghosh's English classes. Then there
used to be a scramble for the front benches.

Q : What pass subjects did you read, sir?

Ans : Economics and History. But I usually studied these
subjects just before the exams.

Q : And what was your impression of these classes ?

Ans : Well, of the three teachers who taught us Economics,
two would just dictate notes which the students did not
even bother to take down. Sir Jahangir Coyajee was a
distinguished teacher of Economics. He was knighted
while still in service whereas J. C. Bose and P. C. Roy
were knighted after retirement. Coyajee streamlined the
teaching of Economics in Presidency.

Q : Did you attend his classes ?

Ans : Yes, though it was actually like non-attendance.
He taught us in the fourth year class. The classes were
comprised of both honours and pass students (that is,
combined classes). The Honours fellows naturally sat in
front. What ensued was conversation between Coyajee
and his Honours students of which we back-benchers
followed not a word. In fact without a grasp on the subject
it was impossible for anyone to follow.

Coyajee a man of multiple scholarship was a good scholar
of Persian, had record marks in History at Bombay
University, a first class Tripose degree of Cambridge.

Q : Ah yes! Gone are the days of non-specialisation
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and liberal scholarship. I believe Coyajee also became
Principal?

Ans : He was so, for a time. In those days special
consideration was shown to sons of the founders of the
Hindu College at the time of admission. One gentleman,
claiming the privilege for his son, said he had donated the
tower clock. "But", said the Principal, "despite his legitimate
rights, your son has passed in the second division. Make
him appear again and get a first division".

Coyajee introduced a few administrative reforms
admission on the basis of marks, waiver of the custom of
granting special concessions to Muslim candidates, and
doing away with the Madrassah in the college. Even wards
of V.I.Ps had to produce a respectable marksheet.

Q: How did it feel to be a teacher at Presidency ?

Ans : The story behind my appointment is interesting. It
shows how different those days were. Mine was the last
appointment to be recommended by the governing body;
after that the Public Service Commission took over such
things. I came to know later that there was a heated debate
between the Principal and the D.PI., both Englishmen ; it
was thoughtIshould be given a junior postin the J.E.S. They
wanted the B.E.S. post to be filled by promotion and not by
fresh recruitment. The former was class III (Rs. 150 - 450)
while the latter was class II (Rs. 250 - 800). Dr. Srikumar
Banerjee was firmly in my favour; he recommended the
higher post, stressing my academic qualifications — the
Premchand Raychand scholarship and research work. He
pointed out the anomaly in a set-up that urged research
yet was unsympathetic towards scholars. Mr. Barrow was
adamant. "But I don't know this young man," he argued. "Is
that at all necessary?" remarked another young man.

There is a similar history behind the appointment of
Dr. Srikumar Banerjee himself, the only Ishan scholar in
English. His first appointment was at Ripon (Surendranath)
College. Professor P. C. Ghosh advised Banerjee to
meet Principal H. R James about a post at Presidency
College, though it was a bit late. James who knew of Dr.
Banerjee's scholarship was helpless "I've already made my
recommendations,” he Said, "But please remember my
request,” pleaded Dr. Banerjee.

"There are people who desire but do not deserve; you
deserve but do not seem to desire," said James.

Principal James had just sent a note for a post to be
transferred to the Darjeeling Government College. He
despatched a messenger to intercept the note which was



annulled. Dr. Banerjee was appointed at Presidency. Today
there is more secrecy about the mode of appointment
probably because of party politics.

(After a slight pause, Dr. Sengupta mused, sounding like
a slow chant) : If there was anyone irreplaceable it was P.
C. Ghosh. And H. M. Percival. And Sir Jagadish Chandra
Bose.

Q: I believe after Professor Ghosh's retirement, two
English professors were summoned from 'home' to
replace him ?

Ans : Yes, and Nalini Ranjan Sarkar remarked, "The man
who is being replaced by two Englishmen is himself an
Indian". Principal James later wrote to Professor Ghosh,
"I congratulate you; or should I congratulate myself for
bringing you 2"

Q : Was there any important change in the status of the
college while you were there ?

Ans : Co-education was introduced in 1944. It bacame a
purely Honours institution and rich people's children got
no privileges. Merit was the only criterion for admission.

Q : The administrative powers of the Principal are
much reduced today. Even the A.C.R.s are written by
the departmental heads and only countersigned by the
Principal. Is this a welcome change ?

Ans : The 'Heads' do enjoy certain powers not found in
other colleges. Since this departmental autonomy has not
harmed the academic standards of the college, I cannot say
it is bad.

Q : The long-standing demand for making Presidency
an autonomous institution- is this demand justified ?

Ans : Oh yes, certainly. Autonomy should be granted
immediately. Also the privilege to hold M. A. classes in all
subjects, as it used to be.

SN AUTUMN ANINU AL [

Q : Should the present custom of modeling admission
tests in all subjects be continued ?

Ans : Certainly, though it wasn't there in the early
days. When I joined as a student, admission to the
intermediate class used to be on the basis of marks. The
decision regarding admission test would depend on the
discretion of the head of the department concerned even
as it did previously. When I was the Head of the English
Department, those who had high marks were admitted
directly, while others had to write an admission test.
Professor T. N. Sen introduced admission test for all
candidates. Each department had its own policy.

Q : Were the students an teachers in the past interested
in politics ?

Ans : Not very much. The Teachers Association was
formed around 1954-55. But general politics were kept
out of the staff room. In pre-independence days, I have
no knowledge of any teacher getting involved in political
movements.

Q : Was the college affected during the Quit India
Movement in 19427

Ans : No. During the Civil Disobedience Movement only
one gate used to remain open. Principal Barrow disliked
police intervention in college. In 1947 I was the partition
committee secretary. The Government rewarded me for
writing the report.

Q : Do you approve of the routine transfer of teachers ?
Has it done the college any good ?

Ans : Certainly not. It wasn't there in my time.

Q : What future do you predict for Presidency College ?

Ans : I cannot foresee the future. I don't want to try. Let us
hope for the best.

(Adapted from AUTUMN ANNUAL Vol XXX, 2001-2002)
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About Us...

Anindya Kumar Mitra
History 1951-1955
Called to Bar from Lincoln, UK;
former Additional Solicitor General
of India, former Advocate General
for the State of West Bengal

Bivas Chaudhuri
Statistics 1980-1983
Professor, Statistics, All India
Institute of Hygiene and Public
Health, Government of India

Jayanta Aikat
Statistics 1981-1984
‘West Bengal Civil Service
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Executive Council 2016-2017

Jayanta Kumar Mitra
Economics 1954-58
Called to Bar from the Middle
Temple, UK; Advocate General for
the State of West Bengal.

Alak Banerjee
Bengali 1966-1969
Advocate, Calcutta High Court.

Prasanta Ray
Political Science 1960-1965
Emeritus Professor, Department of
Sociology, Presidency University
and Honorary Visiting Professor,
Institute of Development Studies

Urmi Chatterji
Zoology 1986-1989
Faculty, University of Calcutta

Devashish Sen
Physiology 1977-1980
Faculty, Department of Life
Sciences, Presidency University

Lopamudra Dutta, Gupta
Philosophy 1972-75
Social worker

Milan Bhowmik
Statistics 1972-1975
Retired CEO, Shikshayatan
Foundation

Mamata Ray
Economics 1974-1977
Principal, Bethune College

Kamal Kali Kundu (Poddar)
1967-1970
Social Activist

Ashutosh Ghosh
Chemistry 1976 - 1979
Vice Chancellor (Acting),
University of Calcutta

Kathakali Jana
English 1986-1991
Arts administrator and dance critic

Champak Bhattacharya
English 1975 - 1978
Indian Police Service.
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Madhusree Ghosh
Sanskrit 1961-1964
Retired from Maharani Kasiswari
College Kolkata

Animesh Sen
Geology 1957-1960
Business

Shiva Vrata Goon
Statistics 1982-86
Regional Manager
(Eastern Zone), LIC

Amit Choudhury
Physics 1983-1986
Head, HCL Technologies Ltd.,
Eastern India.

Swati Thakur Chakrabarti
Bengali 1985-88
Social worker and teacher

Sanjay Kumar Rai
Hindi 1981-1984
Ministry of Defence, Government
of India

Patrali Ghosh
Philosophy 1985-1990
Associate Professor, Vidyasagar
College For Women
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Subha Sankar Sarkar Kamal Kanti Ghosh
Geology 1973-1976 Mathematics 1966-1969
Vice Chancellor, Netaji Subhas Retired from KMDA
Open University
Kaushick Saha Ajanta Dey

Mathematics 1985-88
Environmental activist

Geology 1985-88
‘West Bengal Civil Services

Kanchan Dutta
Economics 1980-1983
Partner, KGRS & Co.

Sandip Kar
Statistics 1991-1994
President & Regional Head, YES
BANK Ltd.

Sanchita Mukherjee
Philosophy 1985-1988
Assistant Secretary, West Bengal
Council of Higher Secondary
Education
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Nabaneeta Dev Sen
English 1954-56
Eminent Writer and Editor-in-Chief Autumn Annual

Bivas Chaudhuri
Statistics 1982-83
Secretary, Presidency Alumni Association

Rajat Kanta Ray
History 1963-66
Eminent Scholar and Head of History Department, Presidency College

Soumyendra Sikdar
Economics 1971-76
Professor of Economics, IIM Calcutta

Sukanta Chaudhuri
English 1967-70
Eminent Scholar and Professor of English at Presidency College

Bharati Roy

History 1952-56

Educationist and Historian, Former Pro-VC Calcutta University,

Founder of Women'’s Studies Research Centre, Former Member, Rajya Sabha

Amal Kumar Mukhopadhyay
Political Science 1954-58
Former Principal, Presidency College

Biswanath Das
Statistics 1961-63
Chairman, Indian Association for Productivity Quality and Reliability

Hiranmay Karlekar
History 1955-60
Eminent journalist and former editor of Hindustan Times

Tathagata Dasgupta

Statistics 1985-89

Director of Amazon.com, Adjunct Professor of Data Sciences and
Operations at University of Southern California

Bibhas Chakraborty
Geography 1953-57
Eminent theatre personality
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Bikash Sinha

Physics 1961-64

Former Director, Saha Institute of Nuclear Physics and
Variable Energy Cyclotron Centre

Kalyan Chatterjee

Physics 1969-72

Distinguished Professor of Economics and Management Science,
Penn State University

Bhramar Mukherjee
Statistics 1991-94
Professor of Biostatistics, University of Michigan School of Public Health

Abhirup Sarkar
Economics 1972-75
Professor of Economics, Indian Statistical Institute

Soumya Bhattacharya
English 1989-92
Journalist, literary critic, memoirist and writer of fiction and non-fiction

Nitai Mukhopadhyay
Physics 1956-60
Former Principal, Presidency College

Asim Chattopadhyay
Physics 1960-63
Economics 1963-66 Eminent political thinker

Jayanta Sengupta

History 1979-84

Secretary and Curator, Victoria Memorial Hall and Director,
Indian Museum and Anthropological Survey of India

Aparajita Dasgupta
History 1982-87
Associate Professor of History, Lady Brabourne College

Maitreesh Ghatak
Economics 1986-89
Professor of Economics at the London School of Economics

Jawhar Sircar
Political Science 1969-72
Retired IAS officer. Researcher on history, culture and religion
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With Best Wishes
on the Bicentenary of Presidency University

MK Devices

135/A HARISH MUKHERJEE ROAD, KOLKATA 700020
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Best compliments from

Diamond Drugs Private Limited

PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURER
COMPLIES SCHEDULE (MA) 2001
IN RESPECT OF GMP CERTIFIED COMPANY

APILYSIN SYRUP (Promotes Appetite All)

LIVOLYSIN SYRUP (Liver Protection With Additional Anti-Amboebic Action)

LOOSEIT (Laxative)

TUSSOL SYRUP (For Total Relief From Congested Cough With Clogged Airways)
AZO 500 (Azithromycin Tablets)

CYTIN CAPLETS (Ciprofloxacin & Tinidazole Tables)

LYCIMOND OINTMENT - (Wound Healing Gel)

Head Office: 37, Srigopal Mullick Lane, Kolkata 700012 ¢ Factory: A.T. Ghosh Road, Santragachi, Howrah 711112
Ph: 2241 6105, 65267168, Website: www.diamonddrugs.co.in, E-mail: businessquery @ diamonddrugs.co.in

With Best Compliments

from

FUTURE TRADESOLUTION LLP




“We wish for successful

Bi-centenary Celebration of Presidency University

formerly PRESIDENCY COLLEGE, Kolkata”

Indrani Bhattacharya Chakraborty
Sujata Majumder Bhadra

Manasi Mukhopadhyay

Debarati Bhattacharya

Krishna Mallick

Rupak Kumar Bhadra
Arup Sengupta

Prabir Mukherjee
Ardhendu Bikash Sarma

Swapan Kumar Das

From the Ex-Students of

Hundred Years Old
PHYSIOLOGY DEPARTMENT formerly PRESIDENCY COLLEGE, KOLKATA
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Sp)ee QF doy

Multicuisine Restaurant

SERVICE OFFERED

MULTICUISINE RESTAURANT
HOME DELIVERY SERVICE
PARTIES & GET TOGETHER BOOKING
OUT DOOR CATERING SERVICE

BRANCH : DHAKURIA & NAKTALA

Contact: Mobile: 9836802646/9230544090, Phone: 033 24055900, Website: www.spiceofjoy.com
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