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Presidency Alumni Association

Anuradha Lohia

Jayanta Kumar Mitra

Alak Banerjee
Prasanta Ray
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Subcommittees

Editorial &
Publication Board

Nabaneeta Dev Sen

Kathakali Jana
Urmi Chatterji

Biswanath Das

Prasanta Roy

Prasad Ranjan Ray
Mamata Ray Chaudhuri
Dipankar Chowdhury
Chaitali Brahma
Tathagata Dasgupta
Turna Pain

Cultural

Kamal Kali Kundu

Kathakali Jana

Bitanbindu Bandyopadhyay

Mainak Sengupta

Swati Thakur Chakrabarty
Syamasri Roy Chowdhury
S Venkatramani

Biswajit Dutta

Durba Bandyopadhyay

Global Outreach &
Alumni Relations

Sandip Kar

Anindya Dutta

Amit Choudhury

Membership

Kaushick Saha

Sanchita Mukherjee

Kaushik Roy Chaudhury
Debirupa Basu

Roshni Chakraborty
Ashis Dey

Shibendu Bikash Guha
Patrali Ghosh
Patralekha Mitra

Sandip Kar

Saubhik Ghosh

Surajit Ghosh

Seminar & Debate

Ashutosh Ghosh

Madhusree Ghosh

Sakti Bhattacharyya
Rupa Bandyopadhyay
Pradip Gooptu
Sayantan Adhikari

Social Responsibility

Ajanta Dey

Swati Thakur Chakrabarty

Biswarup De

Partha Paul

Subhra Saha

Sanjay Rai

Tathagata Dasgupta
Piyali Neogi (Sengupta)
Nandini Das

Sanjay Bhattacharyya
Aparna Roy

Bishakha Ghatak
Subhra Mukhopadhyay
Ganguly

Reunion & Sports

Champak Bhattacharyya

Biswarup De

Sayantan Adhikari
Bibaswan Basu

Rahul Saha

Sumalya Mukhopadhyay
Turna Pain

Finance

Kanchan Datta

Merchandise &
Office Management

Lopamudra Duttagupta

Patrali Ghosh

Sanjay Rai

Sanchita Bhowmick
Debarati Bhar
Asish Dey

Note: President,Vice-Presidents are permanent invitees, Secretary and Joint Secretary are ex-officio members of all sub-committees.



Bicentennial Celebration Committee

Anindya Kumar Mitra

Bivas Chaudhuri

Urmi Chatterji
Sandip Kar

Chief Patron and all members of the Executive Council
Presidency Alumni Association
Representatives from the Chapters

Satya Brata Mookherjee
Senior advocate & former Union Minister

Rakhi Sarkar
Director & Curator, Centre for International Modern Art (CIMA)

Aparna Sen
Indian filmmaker, screenwriter and actress

Sutirtha Bhattacharya
Former Chairman, Coal India Ltd.

Rudrangshu Mukherjee
Founding Vice Chancellor & Professor of History, Ashoka University

Sugata Bose
Gardiner Professor of Oceanic History & Affairs, Harvard University

Ram Ray
Chairman & Managing Director, Response India (P) Ltd.

Note: Advisory Board - arranged in increasing order of seniority as members to the Association

2017-2018
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Former Editors-in-Chief and Editors

Year

1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1967
1968
1980-81
1981-82
1982-83

1983-84

1984-85

1985-86

1987-88

1988-89

1989-90

1990-91

1991-92

1992-93

Editor-in-Chief

Atul Chandra Gupta
Srikumar Banerjee
Srikumar Banerjee
Srikumar Banerjee
Srikumar Banerjee
Srikumar Banerjee
Srikumar Banerjee
Srikumar Banerjee
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Editor

Amulyadhan Mukherjee
Amulyadhan Mukherjee
Amulyadhan Mukherjee
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Pratap Chandra Chunder
Pratap Chandra Chunder

Hiranmay Banerjee
Pratap Chandra Chunder

Hiranmay Banerjee
Pratap Chandra Chunder

Pratap Chandra Chunder
Sankarsan Roy

Pratap Chandra Chunder
Asok Mitra

Pratap Chandra Chunder
Sankarsan Roy

Pratap Chandra Chunder
Sankarsan Roy

Pratap Chandra Chunder
Debajyoti Das

Debajyoti Das
Atindra Mohan Gun
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Former Editors-in-Chief and Editors

Year

1993-94

1994-95
199596
1996-97
1998-99
1999-2000
2000-01
2001-02
2002-03
2003-04
2004-05
2005-06
2006-07
2007-08
2008-09
2009-10
2010-11
2011-12
2012-13
2013-14
2014-15
2015-16
2016-17

2017-18

Editor-in-Chief

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Amalendu Das Gupta
Amalendu Das Gupta
Amalendu Das Gupta
Amalendu Das Gupta
Amalendu Das Gupta
Amalendu Das Gupta
Amalendu Das Gupta
Tapan Raychaudhuri
Tapan Raychaudhuri
Tapan Raychaudhuri
Tapan Raychaudhuri
Tapan Raychaudhuri
Nabaneeta Dev Sen
Nabaneeta Dev Sen
Nabaneeta Dev Sen
Nabaneeta Dev Sen
Nabaneeta Dev Sen
Nabaneeta Dev Sen
Nabaneeta Dev Sen

Nabaneeta Dev Sen

Editor

Debajyoti Das
Atindra Mohan Gun
Kajal Sengupta

Debajyoti Das

Debajyoti Das

Debajyoti Das

Manotosh Das Gupta
Nityapriya Ghosh

Anjali Mookherjee

Anjali Mookherjee

Anjali Mookherjee

Anjali Mookherjee
Nityapriya Ghosh
Nityapriya Ghosh
Nityapriya Ghosh
Nityapriya Ghosh
Nityapriya Ghosh
Nityapriya Ghosh
Shyamaprasad Mukherjee
Shyamaprasad Mukherjee
Shyamaprasad Mukherjee
Shyamaprasad Mukherjee
Mamata Ray

Mamata Ray

Editorial Board

Editorial Board



Criteria

Endowed by

Type of Prize

Highest marks in BSc Part-II
Physics
1 Satyabrata Ghosh Memorial Prize | 1,00,000 Two cash prizes Dalia Datta
Highest CGPA in BSc final
Physics
2. | Balai Charan Roy Memorial Prize | 30,000 Eligsllisst marks in MSc Book prize Gopendra Nath Roy
3 Sisir Kumar Mazumder 1,00,000 Oratlon‘ 1'n Science & Honorarium to Sisir Kumar Mazumder
Endowment Lecture Humanities lecturer
4 | Sumit Kumar Roy Memorial Prize | 1,00,000 H‘1ghes.t marks in BSc Cash prize Swapna Roy
Life Sciences
5 | Panchanan Pal Memorial Prize 15,000 | Highest marks in BSc Maths Cash prize Prasanta Pal
6 | Anathnath Dey Memorial Prize 50,000 | Highest mark in MSc Maths Cash prize Amarnath Dey
Ramani Mohan Ghosh & Highest marks in BA . .
7 Kamala Moni Basu Prize 1,00,000 Philosophy Gold medal Sanghamitra Mukherjee
8 SDlliI::;lsu Dasgupta Memorial 3,00,000 | Annual Inter College Debate Cash prize Nandita Dasgupta
Presidency Alumni Association Highest marks in BA (Hons) Gold medal & Presidency Alumni
o Gold Medal 4,65,000 Cash prize Trust Fund
Highest marks in BSc (Hons.) P
Ahindra Nath Das & Highest marks in MSc
10 Nilima Das Gold Medal 1,00,000 Life Sciences Gold medal Swapan Kumar Das
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ENDOWMENT LIST OF PRESIDENCY COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY

Name of the Endowment Fund

Amal Bhattacharji Memorial Fund

Name & Address of the Donor

Smt. Sukumari Bhattacharji, 239A, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Road,
Kolkata-700047

Tarapada Mukherjee Memorial Fund

Prof. Asoke Kumar Mukherjee, Prof. of English, Presidency College, Kolkata, 30B
Anil Roy Road, Kolkata-29

Bivabati Sarkar Memorial Fund

Manjari Basu, 53/1, Badan Roy Lane, Kolkata-10

Bani Basu Memorial Prize

Not available

Bani Basu Memorial Prize

Not available

Himani Devi Memorial Prize

Sri Kamal Kumar Ghatak, P-60, C.I.T. Road, Scheme-52 Kolkata-14

Ajoy Chandra Banerjee Memorial Fund

Smt. Manju Banerjee, 57, Pataldanga Street, Kolkata-9

Suryya Kumar Das Memorial Prize

Smt. Manjusree Das, Sri Amit Kumar Das, Sri Sumit Kumar Das, EE-193, Flat No.-
3, Sector-I1, Salt Lake, Kolkata-91

Nitish Ch. Chakraborti Memorial Fund

Debanjan Chakrabarti, A-11/10, E.C.T.P. Phase-II, Kolkata-78

Rajendra Kishore Memorial Prize

N.C Basu Roy Chowdhury, D/A/87 Sector 1, Salt Lake, Kolkata-64

Chandan Kr. Bhattacharyya Memorial Fund

Atasi Bhattacharyya, Flat No.-12, Surendranath Buildings, 238, Maniktala Main
Road, Kolkata- 54

Naresh Chandra Chakraborti Memorial Fund

Debanjan Chakrabarti, A-11/10, E.C.T.P. Phase-II, Kolkata-78

Lilabati Ray Memorial Fund

Debanjan Chakrabarti, A-11/10, E.C.T.P. Phase-II, Kolkata-78

Nirmal Kanti Majumdar Endowment Fund

Mukul Kumar Majumdar, Uris Hall, 4th Floor, Cornell University, Itahaca, New
York, mukul_majumdar@yahoo.com

Dr. Haraprasad Mitra Memorial Prize

Dr. Namita Mitra, W2B Type of House (Phase-III), Flat No. -B/16/2, Golf Green
Urban Complex, Kolkata-45

Dr. Pravas Jiban Chaudhuri Memorial Fund

Smt. Ashabari Chaudhuri, 82B, Bondel Road, Kolkata-19

Late Shyamapada Bhattacharyya Memorial
Fund

Ajit Kumar Bhattacharyya, 2/11, Hazarhat Kalitala Lane, Howrah-711104

Deptt. of Sociology Foundation
Commemoration Fund

Dr. Prasanta Roy, BK 365 Salt Lake, Sector II, Kolkata 91

Prof. Nirmal Ch. Basu Roy Chaudhury
Memorial Fund

Bela Basu Roy Chaudhury, DA-87, Sector-1, Salt Lake City, Kolkata-64

Dr. Satinath Bagchi Memorial Fund

Sri Pratul Kumar Bagchi, 1, Haripada Dutta Lane, P.O. - Beadon Street, Kolkata-6

The Late Ramanuja Pattu Aiyenger Memorial
Fund

Sarayu Aiyenger, 49/1, I Main Road, Raja Annamalaipuram, Chennai-600028;
Satyavrata Samavedi, Assistant Professor, IIT Hyderabad, satyavratas@gmail.
com (9444008633)

Makhan Lal Sarkar Memorial Fund

Manjari Basu, 53/1, Badan Roy Lane, Kolkata-10

Parthasarathi Gupta Memorial Fund

Dr. Parimal Krishna Sen, Ex- head of the Department of Chemistry, Presidency
College; 22875809

Priyada Ranjan Roy Memorial Book Prize

Sri Dilip Kumar Roy, Bejoy Tower, Flat-C-1, 9, Hindusthan Park, Kolkata-29

Prof. Pratul Ch. Rakshit Fund

P.C. Rakshit Birthday Celebration Committee of Presidency College

Cunninghum Memorial Prize

Not available

Acharyya Prafulla Ch. Ray Centenary Prize

Not available

Prof. S C Mahalanabish Memorial Prize

Dr. Sachchidananda Banerjee, 23B, Tarasankar Sarani, Kolkata-37

Aparajita Chattopadhyay Memorial Fund

Arun Kumar Chattopadhyay & Purabi Chattopadhyay, CK-245, Sector-11, Salt
Lake, Kolkata-91

Dhirendra Nath Chatterjee Memorial fund

Dr. Tarapada Chatterjee, 46/11-T, Becharam Chatterjee Road, Kolkata-34

Prof. Sivatosh Mookherjee Memorial Fund

Re-Union Committee of the Deptt. Of Zoology of Presidency College

U N Ghoshal Prize

Not available

Debasish Chandra Memorial Prize

Not available




Name of the Endowment Fund ‘ Name & Address of the Donor

Konkana Chakraborty Memorial Book Prize

Runa Chakraborty & Nirmalansu Chakraborty, P-190/B 93, Diamond Park,
Diamond Harbour Road, Kolkata-104

Geographical Institute Book Prize

Geographical Institute, Deptt. of Geography, Presidency College, Kolkata

Nihar Ranjan Dutta Memorial Prize

Not available

Prof Achintya Kr. Mukherjee Memorial Fund

Physiological Institute of the Deptt. of Physiology, Presidency College, Kolkata

Chitralekha Mukherjee Memorial Book Prize

Smt. Debatri Banerjee, 21, Sandford Road, Bristol, B.S.84 QG, UK

Shivatosh Mukherjee Memorial Prize for Mol.
Bio. & Genetics

Zoology Deptt. of Presidency College

Nirode Baran Bakshi Memorial Prize

Not available

Nirode Baran Bakshi Memorial Prize

Not available

Scindia silver medal and Gwalior book prize

Not available

Ashin Dasgupta Book Prize

Smt. Uma Dasgupta, 4 / 104, Udita Apartments, 1050 /1, Survey Park, Kolkata-700
075

Narayan Chandra Ghosh Memorial Trust
Fund

Smt. Bina Ghosh, 1/2, Hindusthan Road, Kolkata-29

Late Jyotish Chandra Roy Memorial Prize

Sri Syamal Kumar Roy, Amrit Kutir, 673, Diamond Harbour Road, Behala,
Kolkata-34

Late Satish Chandra Banerjea Memorial Prize

Sri Atish Ranjan Banerjea, 28 B, Kalicharan Ghosh Road, Kolkata-50

Prof. Amulyadhan Mukherjee Birth Centenary
Prize

Prof. Amit Mukherjee, Uttarayan Housing Estate, Flat No.-B-8-5, 102, B.T.Road,
Kolkata-108

Dr. Syamal Kumar Chattopadhyay Memorial
Fund

Pradip Kumar Chattapadhyay, 61/1, Moore Avenue, Kolkata-40

Late Punyalekha Banerjea Memorial Prize

Sri Atish Ranjan Banerjea, 28 B, Kalicharan Ghosh Road, Kolkata-50

Kuruvila Zachariah Memorial Prize

Miss Sheila Zachariah, 167, Crookston Road, London,U.K.

Late Khagendra Pal Chaudhuri Memorial
Fund

Jyotirmoy Palchaudhuri, BC-155, Sector-I, Salt Lake, Kolkata-64

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Fund

Sri Shyam Sundar Basak, C/O Ashok Kr. Basu, 32, Sri Gopal Mallick Lane,
Kolkata-12

Sir Ashutosh Mukherjee Memorial Fund

Sri Shyam Sundar Basak, C/O Ashok Kr. Basu, 32, Sri Gopal Mallick Lane,
Kolkata-12

Dipak Chandra Ghosh Memorial Prize

Smt. Bina Ghosh, 1/2, Hindusthan Road, Kolkata-29

Akhil Bhartiya Pragatishil Sultanpur Samaj
Fund

Dr. Mata Prasad Singh, 12, Raja Subodh Mallick Square, Kolkata- 13

Manoranjan Mitra Memorial Fund

Dr. Manindra Mitra, 14/2, Hindusthan Road, Kolkata-29

Monindranath Saha Memorial Prize

Dr. Binata Roy Chowdhury, 16, Manmatha Dutta Road, Kolkata-37

Upendra Nath Brahmachari Memorial Fund

A.Banerjee, Secretary, Dr. UN. Brahmachari Memorial Trust, 19, Dr. UN.
Brahmachari Street, kolkata-17

Ram Gopal Bhattacharyya Memorial
Endowment Fund

Purnima Bhattacharyya, P-212, ].U. Employees Housing Co-operative,
Panchasayar, Kolkata-94

Samir Kr. Ganguly Memorial Fund in Applied
Economics

Smt. Shanta Ganguly, "DARPAN", 50A, Purna Das Road, Flat No.- 409, Kolkata-29

Dr. Megnath Saha Memorial Prize

Sri Shyam Sundar Basak, C/O Ashok Kr. Basu, 32, Sri Gopal Mallick Lane,
Kolkata-12

Bibhuti Bhusan Sen Memorial Fund

Dr. Manindra Mitra, 14/2, Hindusthan Road, Kolkata-29

Shovana Devi & Upendra Narayan
Bhattacharya Annual Award

Sri Dip Bhattacharya, Bidhan Nivas: N6 W2, 4, Bidhan Sishu Sarani, Kolkata-54

Prof. P.C. Mahalanabish Memorial Prize Fund

Statistics Deptt. Students' Re-Union Committee, 1974

Ahibhusan Chatterjee Memorial Fund

Smt. Samprit Chatterjee, C/O- Mrs. Ipsita Gupta, Superintendent's Quarters,
Technology Hall, 35, B.C. Road, Kolkata-19
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Name of the Endowment Fund

Kamalmani Sarma Memorial Prize
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Name & Address of the Donor
Dr. Manindra Das, 11B, Port Land Park, Alipore, Kolkata-27

Samir Kr. Ganguly Memorial Fund in
Physiology

Smt. Shanta Ganguly, "DARPAN", 50A, Purna Das Road, Flat No.- 409, Kolkata-29

Prof. Narendra Mohon Basu Memorial Prize

Physiological Institute of the Deptt. of Physiology, Presidency College, Kolkata

Lt. Phanindra Nath Mukherjee Memorial
Fund

Smt. Shanta Ganguly, "DARPAN", 50A, Purna Das Road, Flat No.- 409, Kolkata-29

Centenary Scholarship Fund-Govt. Eden
Hindu Hostel

Barun Kumar Chattopadhyay, Ex-Supdt. Govt. Eden Hindu Hostel, 1/2 A
Premchand Baral Street, Kolkata-700012

Prof. Anil Kumar Bhattacharya Memorial
Prize

Millennium Re-Union Committee of the Statistics Dpartment of Presidency
College

Arnab Biswas Memorial Prize

Saraswati Misra, Ex- Librarian, Presidency College, Dawnagazi Road, P.O.- Bally,
Howrah-711201

Paramesh Chandra Bhattacharya Memorial
Prize

Dr. Pushpak Bhattacharyya, B-187, ANANTA, IIT Campus, POWAI,
Mumbai-400076

Dr. Atul Ch. Biswas Memorial Fund

Dr. Anjan Biswas, 188/62, Prince Anwar Shah Road, Lake Gardens, Kolkata-45

Shovik Banerjee Memorial Prize

Ex- Students of the Department of Geology (1996-1999) of Presidency College

Lt. Mahadev Maity Memorial Book Prize

Sri Shyamal Kumar Maity, Govt. Rental Housing Estate, 193, Andul Road,
Howrah-711109

Arijit Sengupta Memorial Prize

Miss Arati Roy, 18, Garcha 1st Lane, Kolkata-19

Prof. Kartik Ch. Mukherjee Memorial Fund

Smt. Sumita Mukherjee, 11C, Dhawalgiri, Anushakti Nagar, Bombay-400094

Jayanta Bijoy De Memorial Scholarship Fund

Sukla De, 1900 Oro Drive, Fremont, CA 94539, USA

Parimal Krishna Sen Memorial Prize

Mrs. Ranu Sen, 11/3, Old Ballygunge 2nd Lane, Saptrang, Flat No.-22, Kolkata-19

Prof. Sukhamoy Chakraborty Memorial Fund

Smt. Lalita Chakraborty- Sukhamoy Chakraborty Memorial Trust, 7, University
Marg, University Enclave, New Delhi-110007

Prof. Arun Kr. Ray Memorial Fund

Smt. Rita Ray, 37 A, Hindusthan Park, Kolkata-29

Rajsekhar Bose Memorial Fund

Sri Dipankar Basu, 72, Raj Sekhar Bose Sarani, Kolkata-25

Prof. Sukhamoy Chakraborty Memorial Fund

Smt. Lalita Chakraborty- Sukhamoy Chakraborty Memorial Trust, 7, University
Marg, University Enclave, New Delhi-110007

Bani Bakshi Foundation Endowment

PR. Bakshi, Chairman, Bani bakshi Foundation, Happy Villa, 6, Mall Road, Dum
Dum, Kolkata-80

Dr. Syamal Kumar Chattopadhyay Memorial
fund

Pradip Kumar Chattapadhyay, 61/1, Moore Avenue, Kolkata-40

Taraprasad Mukherjee Memorial Fund

Prof. S.P. Mukherjee, Centenary Prof. of Statistics, University College of Science,
35, Ballygunge Circular Road, Kolkata-19

Aparajita Memorial Fund

Dr. D.K. Chakraborty, Aparajita Memorial Charitable Trust, E-13/1, Karunamoyee
Housing Estate, Salt Lake, Kolkata-91

Sushil Kumar Banerji Memorial Fund

Smt. Ranu Banerji & Dr. Purabi Mukherji, CA-17, Sector-I, Salt Lake, Kolkata-64

Bholanath Das Memorial Fund

Biswanath Das, Head, Deptt. of Statistics, Presidency College, Bholanath Dham,
41/1 K Hazra Para Lane, PO Bali, Howrah 711201

Arabinda Mukhopadhyay Memorial Fund

Dr. Purabi Mukherji & Sri Rabibrata Mukherji, CA-17, Sector-1, Salt Lake,
Kolkata-64

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookherjee Gold Medal

Mrs. Arati Bhattacharji, 98-40, 64th Avenue, Apartment-8B, Rego Park, New York-
11374, USA

Ila Mukhopadhyay Memorial Fund

Dr. Amal Kumar Mukhopadhyay, 140/20E, South Sinthee Road, (1st Floor)
Kolkata-50
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Looking beyond the Looks

BIVAS CHAUDHURI

t is a matter of great satisfaction and pride for us that
Iwe could celebrate the bicentenary of our alma mater

befittingly, on our much-loved campus, and were able
to involve the entire Presidency community of students,
teachers, alumni and the staff. On the 200" Founders
Day, that is 20" Janury 2017, Shri Pranab Mukherjee, the
then President of India, Dr Manmohan Singh, former
Prime Minister of India, Shri Keshari Nath Tripathi,
Governor, West Bengal, and Shri Partha Chatterjee,
Education Minister, Government of West Bengal, graced
the inaugural function at Derozio Hall. The programme
was primarily organised by the Alumni Association in
collaboration with the University. I would signify this
event as the most momentous programme ever organised
by the Alumni Association.

We are, therefore, entitled to a feeling of satisfaction,
given the present strength and capabilities of the Alumni
Association. However, we can hardly afford to rest on
our laurels. The Alumni Association has to continue to
maintain and promote this standard and enthusiasm.
Though many alumni were unhappy about the University’s
‘inaugural function’ for the bicentennial celebrations on
5% January, 2017, at the Prinsep Ghat, as it took place
away from the main Presidency heritage campus, they
appreciated the subsequent events, organized within the
campus.

The Alumni Association took a stand. The Bicentennial
Celebration Committee under the chairmanship of Shri
Anindya Mitra strongly proposed that the 200" Founders’
Day should be inaugurated only on the Presidency Campus
on 20" January, 2017, and by none other than the President

of India as had been done in the last two celebrations held
in 1955 and 1996. Although we faced several challenges
regarding fulfilling our plans, the support from the
Hon'ble Education Minister of the Government of West
Bengal Shri Partha Chatterjee changed the scenario. Shri
Pranab Mukherjee, the then President of India, and Dr
Manmohan Singh, former Prime Minister, both confirmed
their gracious presence in the function, thanks to the
initiative of our alumni Shri Somnath Chatterjee and Shri
Sutirtha Bhattacharyya.

Now, it was a tall order for us to handle such an event
involving VVIPs with high security protocol and
regimented formalities. The Alumni Association is run by
volunteers who are otherwise busy in their own domains.
The office is manned by only one assistant. But the entire
Executive Council of the Alumni Association and the
indomitable Dilip-da rose to the occasion. A team of
alumni burnt midnight oil and worked almost round
the clock to make the event successful. The most tiring
and intricate formalities of security arrangement for the
President of India and Dr Singh were addressed by a team
within the Alumni Association. The event was flawless
except for minors slips during the food distribution at
lunch time.

Morning does not always show the day. The bicentennial
year 2017 in many ways has hinted that all that glitters
may not be gold. While we were gearing up for the
closing ceremony, some alarming news about Presidency
University started pouring in. After altering the Portico
and the Professors’ Common Room in the main building,
replacing the iconic Iron Gate at the entrance, felling the



It is nice to see the glittering
exteriors and corridors of the
University buildings. But was

it necessary to demolish small
but important parts of it that
were cherished by so many
generations of students and
teachers who passed through its
hallowed precincts?

century-old banyan tree near the entrance and so on, the
authorities suddenly evicted Shri Pramod Swain (aka
Pramod da), from the students’ canteen and placed an open
tender notice to bid for canteen with eligibility criteria
that would only be met by big corporates. The Alumni
Association requested the authorities to rescind the tender
and organised joint protests with the students; however, all
efforts were futile. There was a lot of buzz in the media and
in social networking sites regarding this. Excerpts from
our letter to the Vice Chancellor are reproduced below:

“As is true of many other features of the Presidency
ecosystem, you may be aware that the current arrangement
by the above mentioned Pramod da has a deep connect
with the Presidencian community over decades. This
association is well documented.

It was to celebrate this connect that we had cherished his
company in our Bicentennial Heritage Walk a few months
back. Pramod da, along with Dilip Da rode with us on a
horse drawn carriage from the house of alumnus Swami
Vivekananda to the Presidency Campus, clearly enjoying a
very special status. Even University marketed bicentennial
merchandise with Pramod da branding.

The Association has been truly overwhelmed by the
feedback both from Alumni and students, and therefore,
requests to facilitate his continuance as manager of
the existing canteen at Presidency. This will not only
be conducive to the preservation and maintenance of
a heritage so long nurtured, but also beneficial to the
community of the students at large.

He cannot match the financial parameters of the tender
(i.e. turnover etc.) which are fit for a corporate setup.

Nor can any corporate set up match the pricing and
affordability of the food items sold in Pramodda’s canteen.
Not to speak of the bonding and nostalgia with which he
connects the past to the present in a whole that is ‘Brand
Presidency’ that comes without a cost.

On behalf of the Presidency community and in the interest
of those who constitute it, I place my request to reconsider
the decision to uproot such a remarkable institution and
allow the students and occasionally visiting alumni their
share of laughter over tea and finger food that is sold at
Pramodda’s canteen”

The University’s lack of response brought forth several
other issues portraying a negative image about Presidency
in the social media. There was pressure on the Alumni
Association to perform the role of a civil society to save
Presidency from ignominy.

In this background, a Bijoya Sammelani was held at the
Bengal Club on 4" November 2017. Other than the joy
and merriment associated with an event like this, there
was a serious discussion entitled ‘#Looking Beyond
The Looks” where Shri Prasanta Roy, Shri Jawhar Sircar,
Shri Arunabha Ghosh, Shri Suman Chattopadhyay,
Sm. Paula Banerjee, Shri Satyaki Chatterjee and
Shri Sohail Abdi pointed towards various activities of the
University administration which were not conducive to
the preservation and maintenance of academic excellence
and heritage. The changes were merely cosmetic in nature,
meant to hide a more sordid reality behind a glossy exterior.
Shri Jayanta Mitra moderated the discussion. The audience
desired that the Alumni Association should initiate action
by approaching the State Government in this regard. There
was a huge uproar in print and e-media supporting the
Alumni Association’s move to save the heritage institution
from further erosion.

Shri Partha Chatterjee, Education Minister, invited a team
of Alumni Association members. Shri Jayanta Mitra,
Shri Prasanta Roy, Shri Jawhar Sircar, Shri Amit
Chaudhuri, Sm Urmi Chatterji, Sm Kathakali Jana and
I met him on 11" November 2017 at the Bidhan Sabha
Bhavan. He acknowledged our concern and promised to
initiate corrective measures.

While we acknowledge the immense support, funding
and facilities that the present Government has provided to
our alma mater — this is undoubtedly higher than those
given by previous governments — we cannot but notice
the anomaly in the university’s approach in fulfilling the



desired objectives. The Presidency community and the
public at large are concerned at what is being perceived as
a deterioration of Presidency’s historic standards.

The institution has a heritage that has been created by the
unstinting labour of countless visionaries for two centuries.
Those who are in current (and temporary) charge cannot
be permitted to damage or fritter away the treasures that
have been built by so many.

Moreover, one needs to address the question as to what
went wrong in the academic domain to attract and retain
talented teachers. After all, it is the talent as well as the
richness of the teaching faculty that serves as a prime
attraction for students. The fact that the posts of Chair
Professors are mostly lying vacant in Presidency is widely
known and criticized. We are worried about the negative
image, now portrayed all over the media and social
network.

It is nice to see the glittering exteriors and corridors of
the University buildings. But was it necessary to demolish
small but important parts of it that were cherished
by so many generations of students and teachers who
passed through its hallowed precincts? There appears
to be too much focus on buildings and looks alone. The
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unilateral actions of the administration in altering the
inheritance of centuries without consulting stake holders
are shocking. The reasons for such changes, in the name
of recommendations from expert committee, appear
unresolving. We were amazed to see some superfluous
sculptures erected within the quadrangle of the heritage
main building with public funds.

The outlook must change. The sentiments of the alumni
should be appreciated. Most of the new generation of
teachers and administrators who have taken the reigns of
Presidency University were not associated with it earlier
either as student or teacher. They need to be more sensitive
and appreciate the feelings of the alumni.

The Alumni Association is an integral part of an Institution.
Therefore, we cannot but hope that the name of Alumni
Association will be mentioned in the University website
and the signages on the campus will bear the name of the
Association.

The bicentennial celebration will come to an end on 20*
January, 2018, but the journey will continue. Younger
generations of alumni have joined the Association and we
are optimistic about our future and that of our beloved
Presidency.

- o o —



T 53,2050 3 &IfFIER fEFHT'7 @3 Resim-
AR Fiee Geht 2R, SR BiRNee
ARt e Rege weifere smifaw g2 a0

B 4wt 307 e

IR (TS (G GAb! WHARAN I, FR Ay [t s
R @13,

271, QUG oy

2RI @ SFIMLHA AT 72 AW RSN 9F SfS
gy SIRER A, IF I o -—oaw | ReaiNoma
TS| ©I2 Q0 | SAE 92 IO ARERCE Glercgl=t
frca siferfere AN 2 wTTa T el a0 |

R, el Trae FEd F9?
‘oo’ @B ST F2

oM @2 [ @ @S 8 S SRE SIS WaF
(1T R (IR | WINR| Wt (et O @3 G for giaepie
QEF Tfesy-og% WE 7'9F FA 69K G8 FAE! |

ST - (F AR GA-FIE FIOW I JCS
@F g ¥4« (ripple in the spacetime fabric) Ce i
T 27 | R AL ATHR (73, O @ T2 T SAFEAR *HI
TG AeTod JJIT 2T ©lF W | IF e 4! TF, @ 92
Q@RI s ST ey A GieR St g @RIE o8t
FE | I A O, @2 AT @ TG O SN SOl
T4, OF 2feReR {imilre wEea o AT PR w7,
@ e I S5 PR FACS ©f 47 AF6! AP 2@
Rl

N FIBAT WF @[T O] (1T W AU, @l
AR aifefee sifertez o fyfwiew sEkew @
JSGHAT #A1 | SiTS2 7i3ce @ @Al @F AN AN |

20

PRI BTl BISAIR bl (T O fom fon e@w 12lb
GIEF @2 T W @, @3 o = TS GIEs
7ioa S 1 AN A, ©f FRTw FEA (I IR 09, T
RReTEs e @F B #It) @3 915 Feafeee) |

IR, TG, GG GO 2% T ¢ Io (O, (FI T&b A2
T =opf A3 7 ©ifs 715, a1t 2= 79fs 2 ©ifafb Feeg?

YRS @fare (of ©-3 @, TuE? WS, G
IO Il RATF 5 AP WS To8 (O Bk
SN, Tl 0, OTa 91 IBHA A A0 TGOS |

TFAE WY FE e shifefere e wifigim S @,
ufs 712 @2 TN g = e, ot @ 2%l @ wiftre
Chere e s w! T@es, W72 fefers smfafare o=
‘Y TOd ©g T (Law of Free Fall) 23+ e, MO
7ol 29, ¢“Bq 8 oy CAr¥gy NIRRT, T sretR oS iR
M 2J |

iR, @ fF 2o A @ aiffres [ e fga
fogen 17 Tz, SR @7 TERAN SRICT SR@ s Aif,
FRA @3 A A2 SF Fiet S@fY IR F91 A, @38
T4 TECR WS (@, AP AP GO Wwy 7
75 @) | idie, amiferfers fatem g |

O ? @ G 2 ? B TS R 8 Sy R
fon fomr 2871 srgs 1 39 @92 W@ o = F@ &2
IHEE T, @ AR Ted RS fov *erites e
IR, AMe «F *oRma TEIE sififees AR @2 [l
RS e ARy #AfE frafea! svas 9. qnim &Ew
AR 0T AT SR o SRfRE IR
AR HIAFS IEARH TB(F A I | (AT BT
DI A2 I IR CTANSTER A2 g W&
AroiF BA AT FCAMRE |




R HIREE FEA @, T 602a2 e @2 A for
I s et fFaw @ 5 | @ @ @ T2Eiafes 3w
oo Al (AT (T 9o 93 w2

AR eEE @6 AN >l @3 @, @I A
HREHT e OF ©F FRrrRF | @ @ o Io| FF
siyifeferes (12 R SToggele |

@A REF-3O2ACH 9F o) TR HH e[S
o IRl FA0, GTIF S9ited J2dieR 5ifs ¢ € g7
AT T& o — @3 (B2 42 FRC TG AF | 9, G
2@ @2 YSAE @ @I 43 I TR AR
S | 86w @2 o] @ (force) AN e “wfewy’
(gravitation) | 2RI CHCT €2 HFACR TA 26 K, Al
O A SRS MEifre Siwet i | SRS
SRS (I A (LA @3 PR O 26 A4S, IR
T sifefered iese A1 sited See 7[2 Wowa e
AT | GF CATF VSO AN FEN OF “ISFRHT ©F 2

(¥) wIfSHER (gravitational force) 2SN wo® T
%3 §3° (acceleration) SIF ©F @ S CIFHTER $o17
frSae 73|

(%) 7' @ TRFR AR I O RHEE o[
I/-INOF (the force between two objects is
inversely proportional to the square of the distance
between them)!

fASha sifafes exid I CATEN @, @EAEE @ ©F
REFET AR TS | (SR @3 @, @@ oW
FACe I IRE W R @3 IR ARER IR
P, @D FEFFAN TNE @F T sifTreg!) fEowe,
sniferferez #1Frwim @Y GIEs (ball) 7% @3 Ewe! =T
Gl RUATRCE, SIS 9d B2 ARER &4 T @ O
T, FFE, TN 8 o WA Iwe 6o 5@

(acceleration) @3¢ FeTs, SIfeaal, G2 2(J |

— 2017-2018 _

o3RS 2o #1Ta) | TO! Y 20 ©iF 2, Hie TeIeie
T [CT AE | FFFO QRCE TN 70y @0 FIoI0e I,
a3 =B Foa el ¢ wReR @3l F5eEa ik g |
ol A, FI9NCE I TGCAZA], CREGAPRBIZA FCA (I
PR S GI e, o1 SR Sieree & paeed
e @re A | R S @3 @, @3 @2 foq @
I @ AT WHTe @ (el 2ol (©f [t aFE ANE
priifos zrel | widfle, Wiewrla Stz w=yie) 782 (12 ¢ ©ifF
50 51T 8 eIl FIITTR A G 2N I A |

TS, MifAfTs AR AT 2T QT WSS 2 @F
ASITOT I3 FFA TS A (ATF ASHH 6 &) AP
&4

[

93 FZCTA AN SR FAE, HZSHIF NEo FIR
AR 13 S AT, S5 TS, SING H3ZI613 O TRt
IrifFeel @8 (General Theory of Relativity) 2T&st
FE| T I@, O RO 2@, ANMTE [ROF SACIRRTOR
©tg’ (Special Theory of Relativity) @3 B fits 204,
Tt v qRF ST (Sdo¢ Y.) oI SRTFR IR |
‘R SiTifrTs!’ ©g 1?2 @36 Swizae R @ T4 I 2

T G, @ W sifere [9de e @ @1 @
AHFAT AfoTy FAR | GF0 FR=H, €@ IS, 2HFE
WS 7o GIee IR TG FEhivk 9 @ afe
AR | @A 46, 44N G ICT SR G [, @
Ao GAfbeE «i fw 51 @re Atz | ARG FI0R
fasln Gow sfows Ft 2?2

SN Sfewel (AF INdl i @ @ ot it @
AN AL SO TR 5 A@ | S>0e-9F +&T &H
O AR FItz faow GAiba of 2@ vo+yo = 30
it/ =5t | g @3 orer AwfS 2ot W3 @, fash GAfba
G SR AW GF SRR I Sl ©reet 2qemita
FIR ANCANF 5If® IR T 91 (AF Tood 21 | 5.
@Bl (Ol TIEA, IO 2RF FE @A GR J, @ @FNS

o [ WOER @ R AAfifeiferes sRTweR T2
TS FACEA? 1 1 732 fEhw ‘Sfead S «ifor srwmet
I aMferferss *REwIE 9T TREmfes TSNy Sare
A

RIS Mo gfeiTe Sy TN IR (force) TERAI ©
sifesie a2 3 Rye @ (g Afbe @, wem
AN (FUR e 61 | fFR @7 @ @FNe @R
Toifafos ‘ «fft @2 |

oI ©fF IR JATO SR JMTTo3 AN @3 A[HIH
FE @ACS A | AoTe @F 4o Fad A (Frem aiEe

21

72 IREE REHE IR, O0@ @& SRS offe
IS, BT 916 9T 20O 147! SZAIBIRAR JoMGHIG
P e @2 @ ¥2 wneifve sfeRie afes 9fe 7'3aw
9IfOTS B! WY ©fF T, Ot THg A0S F7HT 2d |
0% AN ©f T@ @, SAN@E SHIZAC AACT g Fogo
AT (23 @93 | WY O3 77, 83 @ S0 FH / 96
ReR fiey, wizwbRere oy @ ¢t w1, e
AT A @S G TR TBIF S0 [FEARGIET 8o
CIFORGE P! 72 A CTHDT T 92 @ WY A G{0g9
T #19T, @ @F WS stifefes fa @I seet | @3 fw



JF I 28 Lorentz transformation, ©F KRB SCam=t
TEN TR QSR AR, O %6 TRAN W apsii=st
GFp @RI 531 T A2

QW@WWXWWWtWW,ﬂT
Fe Fe Ifen (@ WNTE Trac e F0R07R)
S SRR NIa 2Re sfene fes (30 SNieE
TS LT I SRR F @3 I #ATIIo1 Wt 2
WC@TR x' @32 t' | qib SCHA2 @03 IS 20 12 ARTOER
T A, A7 T W A | J e wRm Rpefem amt
N 5,%,0 @32 8 CNFCGT T A TR
THAY @2 @ AR S CFS FREF > CTLICTA 5120
! @23 T, AR A G W Tog TerEIE
SIS WG GE Siem | S, ANES @FWS
e oisl @2, O T@Wr SRS Sow@ Zwd
T | GTSIE Hebie Ry Srifrsormeg” s
e R B- 8- GRelbE, 9T “teRe “gw-
el - qF Ty Qe

$53¢TS  ‘gRNE @@ (accelerated observer)
YR O TR OF @2 IOl TEre STREa’
(generalized) F# e | @b @TS, wRR @3 FFHE
ST FA AT | 4T, TR GI0 @O CAA-FIER
TR, I T @FH Ges (ball) 7 P 7@ | ©F
T @I 79 (force) faamie w1 2w Giesh fFRes
TPICS ARFE | @3, SR, 2R AWM G TP
ToItaR e TOTS AT, O Fl 2 ? CooPT-FPIER AR

22

[

oo SlfifoF 2INiel T @
@, PR @ S ST

A2 FeTekfe | (SRAPT @2 @,
Q3 2Nl FAC A SRF o
S @I oS SREE IR
P, @O FEFAN ANF 4F
o alferolz!)

7o @Fo TSI (& TF, TN WICFe) Gl G0
R 012 @3 wIRaNTes 7 TW AP FIRT O T I
o feie 7w, o' FepE™ @@ (floor) St @wi
EESHE = FAQ@ | Q4 SEFG ToBIdl, €& AT
T @ToeH, @ F T FPER @R IGT TR, G
(PTT 2 I (BIC CalTeTe(l 73T oifoeli® 20T (ieaie e e
IE, @ @ SISy @ 79 (force) feamie z@wz |
«Q37, S ¢ol, «2 a3 [Kfen sem, wigfs, sfa,
8 wF-Hfere WEmasf es (ball) W@ a1 =92 @
il M (G T TR AF @ NIEER Gl
I B AT O G2 A =% FA | A, QGO
Ty T Sl I framileTor IR 7 Clferesfg
O3 A A SIfOTe @RTS G0 AT | J, ANWE FE
SIS - HCAGAIF ST TG Vet #A1e ITR 92 FIHWSF
AR, [? HASPOIRER TR ooy’ ey,
2fl, 3 T AT -IER 450 9 | Ao IR ASE@
SR (TS I FU FU TWIEE GG ) A2
@F G35 TIPS 2RI SSS (accelerated frame of
reference) 0 SR AR (SMIHE GO AT |

TR SITHAGAIR T WIS, SIS —Ia1 2 AL 7
saa/eFle MRTIE a1 @8 @3 =[l SWe@ FWifTe
(accelerated) =1 oifeiferes fom e oAfS F=2EIR

SN GTSA2 FACE H(2AHI2 |

SefFFeRIE R’ eI TR’ oted W&y 93
gFged 14 291, RO ored o%@ SNl ZH-FR1E
SR AF IR ol Gt e wed Seigifoe Face
¥, A @FH AT (sheared grid) T 73 Il
T @3 ARG | BIRCE SRl AN qoA1, A AR




Felrwe (Ol fates ARG IR FA0e SAfR 1 A=
ARFFORITR (%@ @3 AR AE 911 @ owE ZH-
IR IR SRRy o% 2l @F I@ &3 (warped grid)
T IE FU FU @FH At e (s kiee @t
@RI (58! 1 TECR) | €3 ANIRCH2 Nfafes omm ‘I&
e (curved space-time IC) | Fh NG RAEF S
(=B ooPT-FIPICET TS| FIA1 FA0IR SISO (accelerated
frame of reference) I ©RI @TS A, ICE ANEF
TPl (ITE Sfey I 2Sie 2 |

‘wifesy T’ fFafb o FF weieEt ?

Q@ T @A GF T TARST T FE-IIER SifNfed
ITO! | I O, (=B (2B #AfTE 9f @3z FertE MAifdR
e | @ FRC ST -FeT T8 AR &) /L 4T | QM
@bl F ACHZ & SOS (@, GIW@ SASHH-IETEE. AN
S AT Wtz | SfeR-FEIR F@ A AR e
TSl O (I IEF @9 At 27, IR (@A T8
T 4T I 2O ) 2 G667 0 (12 T899 2Ffoq
ToR (@A, S0 el (B0 (OIS It Flae (P10 Gicet
T 5% @R oEhiEEbe et | Fw oiw @3’m
OIZCE R Wi SR dew Aty ‘oo fwwh!
SIEE F HBIR ?

IIZTHIRCER AR HAFFOR AT @, (FS
oI T N BFIA-ATea @l ARfEeE fefy Fat
T | ! @SR T3 I @O ANFe 40! ©IfF @IeT s
(ball) =4 @F fRetg F-5MER (trampoline) 2R
A 2, TRS BF I @RIF GG SR S EFHI0! |
CIES T© S =@ SHMG ©Te! I 2T, S SMEA
o-ghie [Fe 7@, O 1?7 Aoy WIS F, FNIEH
‘A (b @2 A (TFE GPTR | G, CIFSHCE T

— 2017-2018 _

(gravitational ) I I FCATRC | &7, S T2 eF=
@2 ©ifge SRFER Aol W@ 19 S[@Y @b e |

IR FIRFE GFEE W @ ey eI A
T AR, Gl IS (AF FEIH @I =7 Wt @F
TRIGI9SF AT FCEA TORE § @F CUFCHT FH TNEF
TR TREA (CF AR st @el 0ot 76 FZA (black hole)
et w3 @ faafeeE | @3 e T FRibnE @
AWy @R @I @I @It @ @It gt @ =fes
Uo7 =@ T S -wa% RO R ZfOE Gite | ¥
sAfaefs arer e zear ATgs I @I WS I
79y IR 7T @01 CitefeeE i N [ | Zele
fater @3 [Rfe =8 fest, Site v/ FEfoR a5 «F
Interferometer TCFA A MCHA (AT 261 O WNANGIEAS
T T AT 1ol | ST 2 2T ©12 -3 Wi 7o AR
T %@ (LIGO : Laser Interferometer Gravitational-
Wave Observatory) |

IR AR SACARFFS! OTEA (*1F WAKIFS =D
GTOIF AT T G G- AOTF *RTHCER
RO | SRS &gl 2 @3 @ o -oamm SREEs
dl mifeiem 56 4@ o @ Famers, A doRR
T e | (@7 R SifEfes SRR T AR Wi
MR, e e | O, @ @I To-ARaee
9ol Sfest-oam Teom FA0o AR (T @fds At
Ao WA LA/ ASE LA STHIAH I8 20O
AER) | o9, ‘SeF{-waw (i’ -9 waaifon
@A @Ok WH-78 Ciedl T | [eiwe:, a=hie
SiEa wirex JEre e Gitg @r® #F Ee @i 1
Qo =& IR AT |

ATse @2 fED oW @S e R @F G2 05y
el 2F, @ IR IS v 2@ SR SE AR
ST, SO Sl e, 2, 99 ©iz- ol swieliw (ifRe
20 ot o, AR SR W IR IR, Sy -ww
T @q | g e SR S SRre HiRg?
ESRiEX

qITIIe FA12, MR Ao e eReiefne Tone F0 |
SRS SCHAFFOR 0 SIREIET SRS #H3 S(2AHI 2
IR FAE @ e @I 81 9IS aitera (90 7oA
FACS A @R (oscillation), @b 5l T T 12
W 2@ ATT | @3 AL NZBIE ST g%

Fowme FM: @3 WIwLy Y@ RRE ARFad @A
@ ¢olts el AT (http://theory.tifr.res.in/-mandal/) |
T NFACE AR (ST, @R @IS IR
A1 PTE R A HeTR T IFIR MoEA GlgER
IR I S FOR |

+

23



vl IEA

T ifere g RPN 22, W2 AWEE! @3
TR @ el (R SIS F41 28, I ©F “World’s
Columbian Exposition’. @22 SIS 27 22re “fpgarf
TEPTCE, @38 OIF AP Sy aefqt, @b s
R SASTF 92 I 712 oA W

Columbian Exposition 73 &« ©dE RS @
TCafRCet! | A2wse S92 STed FIN [Esaw, FFsirs
ot ‘feyea’ -9 Fifef Areifer w2l SRR FIz T
IR IR g @3 @O RS FIMEF A7 TR,
TS SN, AW OfF 8 WISl (Srba-s53¢ ¥.) 459
e ey SEew wE, @ e S @R
T AT | @32 i, ANt R AT TS TSI
TR A e I fowel 7 (WE@E SIEE -9 @1
S AT A F2, G, S TS IR 1 e
IS AT WF €7 (AF2, IS (13 WF'TS APRA
TS W W T AN I O 2 FLGl, AR (T AN
&7 R P T RES e Iz |

TeREE TP A G (2054T8) R
GEPTeR 2 e¢ow IS FHER FFst agor s
i M ool @ sfeled TR, @R WES W&
R 7 AT SO 20R @uePTiRS| SR
ST 2 SATAGAICE =] S| Iz A4 o 12
few Wzl I Rz fiem oy @3 ‘afew” [
AP SCFAAC TF A0 MARE I [ AR
BFIS S MGRE | “muscles of iron and nerves of
steel” fREeT ©f7 771 IMET Tow et wfteen wmizm,
‘..o ST oIt CATeTtat DN F0ofa SiFor ARTS!

24

23’ F wEigEe REE, q, Rewe e 9 o
N IR A2 TG (AR, AREFE TE P
SR ST B3 FoeT ¢ @ @6 CAeT @A a3
Y T SESH A g =« REdeE e
aF TR [ A JoA GFIfemE 25 TWEREAE -
G “[ifers @ @A Freker @ Jneifreits
T2 SRSIPINCE STalere I QERa ol (of 3fozp, «F
SRITN (TSR GINRIS ! Bi2 T, 512 Azhieel,
12 Sg A AT 7 W bR frew R e
G - FINER @2 AN SE PrErReE Aeifns @@=
GroffeAial GIPT ARG P AMSIeE @ oo, i,
e Tl oot TR forfece ), TN of Yoz frcs s
AR ST, AT 8 (RN R idl’ e
I T IR @A 2R[RCS IRINAF-5G gy AabiE
T O(2? SR@Abre weme FEREW A wom qm (g
TATOR AEF #@) | BRCS B @ERET GO ZAm
@ FIR TSR PP RO A FIC0 | ST
CEMIOE qR2| N @F( oAl AZCEE SRl | A
WIST @ea ST (rAToRA 9B (OB, @Bt TR
@Bl “HIBHERPY.... o[ AR ICT SERTS @b IE@
IR AR | SRETEE e 04 erferen ¢ e
TRy, SR =0 2 W, R (SRR CPNSEE
@RE) @B o) FFP !

T, ST ST G2 7 AN FEFE 22ATS A
FRNIAE @2

T TSR AN TSR FARAN 3 Y (qelfos
FRNGER Te 20 2B el €7 Sie =T
I Al s focett 4, wifie, (I TR 20 !
AR @ AR o e 71 (03| O @I IRNIAET




S et 2 (rReTI] IPTCe! A (Swl, Sifwssice
HIZASTF) | TR TSR A2 FRI TiH [ =iem,
g2 F FE GFH AR ¥ A O ol
A I (O AW AL G (M O AR SHIATOR
M CTitg T TSR TSN @I 47 I Al ot
foge, Al “STTE’s (eresHd’ W RN FEAW | @2
STTe’S  (EreeHR’ RTHE A FASARE IR
FCO! ISR ST (@ TGS ST IRITH N SRS
OiF el @3 WE Fyl, uel Gifg’s FNhe 9t |«
2Tfem TS (AR |

fraits FE R TiterR «1[7e R oafkeEe
1 ol (@ oI T (90, WL TN T @O
A1, O Fol Aeq I (OR)| TG FEENL TN
@ RYEer’-Te Af[EE e E GRE 9
@emE (FCAR 2SIHTS) FER 2191 (DT 5eCS FING
4T SIERPTSA|  Ben FIAE 2@ f@Fh (e I[79
TEENL| QY AW b SIF6 CIRRET | [T - 9w
NFALSI P 2Py PR, O q4W AT FACON @A
fRetl ix 361317 fofy & aremes sror Rwes? o=, =
NG NCo! T ? @'a Rasq™ @[ Iz fOIm
STSIE @A 1 A ©F Soa 7 (A7 olfss FAE
T, of F e A@? W fewg et i,
©f2 9 WO CA@RE, you should know Gita as good
as your biceps. RIF™ TGl TORTS A (FEI FBH
Mol @RITS AREIR TR G GTRT A0 Sl =2
Wy ©fF T, @O TMER N 2@ IR 0L T
O waltz WIT64 I9Y IR TN (@I T
O AT HANER T QST TIFAS SR, 4R O
PR WA TSl TITF (B8 OfF 7o I coicafegat|
93 TN 8 TIIEE Iaedice WS T Fqrwee
focafew, ‘92 oRerEl A TIEWR @ @ GeARORE
SRR ARG A2, O Y@ Wie REsmewa I, q
O SSICF (TR |

AbroReE O TG (e FEF Surda-9F ISR
e B e FEFare (@El Yo e reEid e G
e I FNEE Faeme @Eee @ R ASRISE
Ryl PR 2 IERTS T T 1R | ARz
IR T S SRS K ©IgCe, SHIG! SIS
FHACER e ACarmeim SFfRFIR @F FoI0E 26 I
FING SR Sralgs FACE, I, ‘we must learn
to protest’...IM WF (AR AW R OF FACO AP
REERUCERSINIOERCISIRY!

25

— 2017-2018 _

T FREF ST, RN AT TARLH *oiAa <y fr<s
@TF SIS Sgeed T SR Awalte/FeFroR
TSR TR 5T 891 €2 TS [ “Srpoiier s’ -7 T
=6 @FE| | IR e IR FACCo IR
A BRF TR | PR RE TAwITS FRAT
Gl @8teR I @2 Swlfb wee [umE) 27f, 9
F% FTEren A oEF Al (F T2, $UF OfF TR
|

JRN 8 Aqa900 sffaiiere 7 e Tea Fhrom
‘Proet g ARRS offe 2™ $30-7 I TRINIRN
2@ JoeE ] (U@ Fofi7re @ifs I=g SPiTen, SPTes
TOMEAIR TeS| BFTE TS FAwE Frw ol AT
PRGN IR QFg TR IR A ol
e T gres  Rece e i

e
T F@ W@ FEE (35359), @ETE AT
APIATS I QT

FoeRel MR WHEE Emfere JRNEE, IqO:, WFE
IR AAmefon Miggpsad @ (RE @F) T2 (sdoo-
10 ¥.)| VIO A IS IS 24y [oidice
TTAR S 2D ‘TS FCETe o7 e q@=ia’
I GF SIS SRR | KYPIY SHRPIR TS
FIZ QAE JFER 56 W@ @01 O IeE Tamd (93,
TaATRe!) ©ife fite we FEF| AR @F-+IfFaa
T ACF PN e (e TOOTReT | o B el
SRS 2fBfeTe 20 AF @ AR FICE NLACHG! =2 A1
AT v (T W2 @ SEHIG1 AN IO iR,
@2 R T | e ((Fgfre) FreE 7 3 semtes 7
R, @ CME 20 @F TS JRIGIN | FAFTS! *ZED
I, Reiwe: SreRl w@wl TR, T’ e
RN FICO FPICOT|

vt vl oo A SIS (1 M SiRNE |
e *fEq ¢ #ARE CET Al e dfsh g
G TR fred @ Y@a eiered| REaR@ aremm
R TV (AN, SIS AN @oien | fef
IERAPT FNEFIF 50 N 8 ANFOPICHICS e @F
@G TS (oI, T WEe [RAems @32 =ife
ST | Fq REA™ AEESE @ @6E aee
PR G LIPS T G (N e 2=es @it
Qe Row @fe e swpiz IR SoF
PAGRT RTF2 AN Fco|  [ATS WD ©ICTe—
IS SR @ e o @ibeiz Regsaes “ifw
A ¢ X oICe T S| REI[R Sas wml AR




T (A R ReEw GIgs Sfhos| 7w IR
AT 2T gD o2 S|

Ry AN QR Wmiew EkeE  admafes
AEE Ftz IR FH2Ts| wEFrerTs ©3q A G
4T 7N, IZ 7@ OfF, OF 7K I¢F 26 gercs #Hea | Rgewaet
for AYoGa FIte FRN IR T 40 0o fof
el Sl 2 SO, IRN AR T8 SR O A
it sl @ 9 e Face 7@ i SR T
IMICE TR O Tl (02 ISP, O A 7 RN ?
Sf 71 I el Resad @ Ae-WioT 4R! WeEm @ ol
YT 2@ IR T8 o Tama ANH WL (@ Ag FA0oA |
GFTH AN, (I (R, (SN G2 KA (STl i
fo o RN 2?2 ISR P Ae o HE @ Y
@TNS| G @ T G [pracr [y wite we oo
2] FAE | BF AN IR ACF [ I I el
FCA AT PR [TEHIA-IGAWCH 9F¥S (S 9TY
T fof, |l dreones 7 2 wo! AR 3o
AN IR, (T3 SACEHAIBOT) |

TN (Tfes @ @9 T AT TR A 7 7222 F0o
fppacls (oxf FATES T IO —l@ I STCSH | il
ARG ST (ATS ST 2SI (RS FEACE 2| G- G ey
@I =@ Sw FNE Faee [GIQ o 2w (ofow
AR ool MRETREE (e @2 @3 FIRA oI 9%
A SIGIR N2HET IR W 02 Hift FEre 2@l #071
AR GFMA| @R Q0T qres e, s, faAfEeie sz
TR (O’ | O F2fF Iel, IR FIPICa ABoices
TIF #1eq ACTIR SE A7 Rt 901 pres W 61,
“GINIBT YT G (O (1 ) F1G!| @ KAl SHCs 0T
e WA RATS (AN | 719 10T, “reives [3%641g,
(REHR 235 oR AT AT ? Sifer ot @ (et
G SFA FR2.... 4N FR AT IR FIEA, (S
TS 9T Ff3l

zjf, ‘SIeA’ TEREW G I ©IGIS GFAR T, A
SR Sveh A AGER Ry’ afswifaer vl
ARG TSGR AW = Iox e @o oA
(553b-2004 ¢.), I AHF SRCOA IHA CISHAT WLF
ATSIT @3 =T ¢o 3 Tfs, o 2% 2o WF Qb 3
3! WY I SRR 7, Rgesarm #37 waws Iry fKem
Al AT AR, @32 “AIFD FRRPEEPT TCHIRF 25|
G 4T I AT TS (72 @0ITRA NARFA] | QR
e #RIR ST T R I (oIt | LTSI FRNAER
ST 1“1 SR 2O GeACeT 0o Wo{FNR A% S FeTCo

26

BT IS ZAqwA !
oLl AIfEF Afegaro *Fe6
BT AP IR | AR
ol [Rare S grol
e SeF e *fgEem
I FE W S
(55359’), TR AP
AIPITAE FE DO

3 ‘oIS wibeliem! Aelet| wiRwsTR | WS AWy (AR ARET?
TITeR M @3 WHiE A2 ARG W F331 o)’
e32MHa IMATTR 2f oS F@ ot B e ¢ SHioe
% e’ | 44 T (O T A6 RS, e 3
ize Twor ¢7 I3 v R ¢q 3% ! o[l IR

FRANE THN I@  Poce ORI pefise @R
FIA#{EIR NT NeTe AR ot Zrel| RS AR
oot foien | WiEE 2te REIR T FA0SH @A R F
TN, F O I, (AN O AL TSI | SO G2 fReet!
@3 1 @fet| fere foaTRTId B AFCe! Jl @ e Soe!
et 87 Jir @3 it @forl Swe feget qreifers wifar
CSIET, SR RN | WY FEFO! *2CH2 7F, (Sl
(TEATOS @' T2 -2 SR 0S|

RARE  CeNgWIRd WNAMG e Ted ool
IRAGEACS| Temd ANAIMTrs wpited [GAQ1 ot
‘P AR =R ife o e Tea! REI eew
T RN FACe R 7 TeAgIAS| ofF Wit =@
TAICOR AR A2 for e Tew IS & R i
U@ wIPTTed @ NPTS FCon| NFREET 2RI [igve
oot ~RR SRS foell @3 4l Ao WiwS weetlfer-
TEE A GG SCGINIE *FA5618 IqTw S| @ FEIFAZ
e STF e TG AT SRAR 0L ST @ IR
FCe oeafRl

AR RS PR 12 st
AR Aamafen JUg Ruecw I ferew IReE




PO BOAR| e WG sa N RN I |
AR ABIN TEG-516° wPiw o4fs Ane: JEE
AR AR @F6 ‘ofF [T o/, W @3 A/ @&
FIfow Aewr (AR @ T7) oo o AreifEs Fiw ofw
LIS BIQ Tlg GO FHFE 1N AR 2w, 8 Ragsaces
A CIFICE ITUER TN TSI Tamwd N Ifeffe-aa
Aforifarel 2rell #FFR Ko wpited TWe ey
Tl Rw [ s afst @fme s e
femeIPRIN ool 2@, FR Tt A RYPT Fa0e @
IS SIESIE FACS ARE| I2 AW SIFR FAPrS!
sfferet 0 FeafRee™ ©fs A1 R stewiey wifsfear ate
G FA-ZSF A SO S| 21 AN
8 HNR @F ARG I olafd ke vz AT #H13e0 |
AN @ A JEH SRS W G @ww @
SRRIGER IPTEIT (RTF NP @ AT I T |
I OfF P AFPBIG FRMI LT oo, I, 7 9 (ot
AT I | 0 0% YNGR GHIE AT FA00
Tl AR SFACE AN, F @ I, AGOWEE [
31 5 e fiwe Wi’ 0% @@ @, Tl AR ? W=
T T e @0 TR G @ B Fare Py ey
A 2EAR..... | S 237 A RGN ©IEH | FEIMA A&
R a1 TR AP 8 AT W ACHHTE G
a7 2| O €7 | (7 EF @ ST RF
QWS G @ FoEm B 78 e 2@ fwce)
Tl A LFOHIF AR (R o WF I3 frcerw ofve,
T, o [ 9@, W oNE avTe@ fofae
e ElR’ | o[l IR @3 e vl JANE! AENee S
Tig fRuew a1 |

R PR ol AmeEy R spigR e
forer =i fRgevael | Sifsfer waum TRIN TR ) s
RUe ©fF (Iostid (IR 91 | TOIERIER A& 1709 Sifew
ERR Srert fete €1 @ [ 1@ T Sifew
TEIRA [ (7 q@e e SRR N e el
AR 217 =@ e OISt @7 Wutere oo oot R
I IE (@2 SGHDI AT AR, et qce1 Sotem, 7ot

— 2017-2018 _

o5 <% afe1, I TR I QN @A 945 TS 0
SN T SPTCS! BT T ISR, ATRT TR 6 [=row|

ARG FIC= 2ifow! Fraferem Rypsad @ e @
YRS Todl T, I T 2O PAE| WY ©F RIEHE
T, YA @& oS 2 weared JF| AFCR @F we
YCETTRCE g5l (A1 | ZERRISIT (oMl BRI (TR @
RSN Siew A0l O (TR7@ APCwRd OGRA il
farem @R erEe ¢f e o9%e wifwen 2@ |1 I |
AP (08 TR fgeva|

AR @IRAE TR FE (O (IR SE
At foerem A TS T (S534-200¢ ¥.), R daw
SO el @il AT sv e A A Reyafewifarem
T oot I ot @IRIEN A T | ol 8wy
AR IR oA sEoR RN ‘e’ =1 *Mfe v@ael,
SFF G, TR CIFFE, i TR, Zrew q¥ 2y 7w
ARINIRENS TSR BFei3 e, [ @IEa srewr
GFF NS | e (NS ASITATFT W GO 27t
IR PRI Ao fRrem ¢

IfRfe: wree Jreifer o FoR @y @3H| W=7 AR,
IR A, AN SO TeEA WSS S 1w Grorw
I, P I el IR Afola LA FCH B SN
Q! T I JRAEE s @2 @[l afFces a|l
AN TeEiie T@ S| AreifeaEl wie see fAw
JRIN T4 s Jrcr, @bt oS ™ Fe3qm! S q=ca
o TS (ST OfF oo JCFR &) TIEH To
V@RI ERF e oF foared e FERE! @bl
AT FAN I TN 2

I KT @ F&m MTeE ST el T wrens
IECT) IC R, (FI] ATHE (3 OIS | FABSIZ SIS
GFAG *2F @A 4F JRNAERR S aAfolve zmwml —
fRgpaet aItas @3 1% frcs ifsw wirene 32 Areifer aifsfr
AN SR SF N A FY G0 “@RTG iR 8 FeiiTed
T [ ORS ToA TRCR!

o o —

27



pifes ST 8 Ry Jreifer

el wfcal

TOR AXAF (AT — T IR I =12, 9. 9.,
w AGIACE (OF B SR (FCHR - TR

Q@ @ @FFe TR @R - 94k, @FWe
FToZet! AT @2 RIW FN YCATRA I S =[ore
13| 5T § TITF TITH T IS AQAMATT |TH ez
- Jreife @3 SRR T IR F WO 26 fan =7
‘Ol T 0w JigE, efeHl, F2RE ¢ WiEre Fhw
wify v Frae el @ @3 ot FE @S wo
=W, o A, I A

@RATS (51Tt T @ PR @ 231

iRl $a N W=l 43 G, Syl THNRINS
*RrFE T @A) AT 2R SEbal 72 s,
TORMGS Mro| 22 242w - IT FHewma @9 7k =7 9=
F - O @57 WA Yo AR PR G T wisfmifst
IR | FCEE, IRI-TEI T 4 ST 8 G| =I5
FIGAIeT faoi wafore = Pt Siemify Aes *1fe =tz
- FF o[ 2R @ F0E AR 7 Sl WNE Jroid ¢
AT QI IR 90T R FC Toi0=e, AT, AW S
BIF IT 2 S 20O B8, I W3, @., (FIF?

NfTg FH VAT ANATS IRAE AAFT8 I TR,
“oiz.g.@. F? 8 I[N ARIAMET I I@ DI
Y WF 2 4Fp AW

‘Sfemm qufcrge e

‘IR O 8-99 2@ @2 WY (ol 2uite b 2eqife
W!”

WA WA [{az F900 FACo 20RY Mo ¢ ¥ 2|

Gfefexmfige, amIadges MW IFGACT AME @2

28

THITGAER 437 o4 “fof Siff 29[ 74, I[-*[-712
fofe 20 2a@ie AN

FCEACE S TR M0 ARG Srga~eiifiifare #ifz,
6T 211 ©F Fo12 CAPTTH F0EI0E  RIFANAG-ATTSTAZ
8 WIGPTPSTIHTE orrik ATCIR S FPD AR I
TRt GeoPT 20e 3re WA @M A0 AR - -
-Preber foor @t AFITE WS 512 | ST @
@ 2R 2@ T /AN, F TAST §& FER| HH AT
T o, §9 AFOG | @ @ WU QR NS T
I AR FHRFH = AN G Tewe IR, LWl
@I ATRING 2@ Ot T I3, T2-HAifodiea Swes
oY Te IEWI @3 2 IO FIEIN, TG
A@ieH ToFHT G W, AT AZF-7 TS F =g,
SR TR HEAFATS IR S|

Fieifer Areifery BT, SAORY OF FE UF FTHIF PRSI
TSR ARTE-2FH AT A FRFA I@ A
SWICeR AfReT 7 A, THOIENS AT N (4RI
IIfNS HEFHIZ @FAS HN-AGIfeTa A7) | @3 A@A,
IRCAR AFl, FFR AIGTS 9ME 5o, @3 CFaea,
HifeT—CeTe® GIRAISR 2fs Jreria ©iF gl | JHe
TR, €3 JIGANDGE Gk (961 doi® WEPN Al (SR
fFEriiires T (e, ©is [eE ¥er R oo
(SRR G STOIfF e Z0S AN M2 AT
Giaw T Txrfe| ffad Gfen GCINTeH Tgee s
THIEE AOTe & O P TW @S (Rl e
ThE2 FA@ (UrSe (s GUahR  AeE -SRI (92
iy o 1) Afre R e fge [ A et o8
TR S| @ R SefEe 2re!, Srce! SiibsfE 3t
fRERE T @ - IR ROR F@ SRR sfre
TOHIE TFHIIE RIS (FCE Fler 41 W - #F AARe




OIS @we™ =it - g Troshe B sam, &
T, RpeRAN fozg - W zvel Wew ekt @i 7@
TR @ e e !

B @ , A.9.97.07@ ITfifoea S reifer 3fi, e
3l - (&, S (&, gl (&0t AT, GT61 OfF xITi—
NFOTORE e, @I @3 TG Niva foere-3 Aeifers
TECROR Coliam! S (ITF FoF IR

fafer Sy FfPBRT QA A RE A T2 TR
RI-JIORN AR TS W13, 9Q.@7., -5 Tl
B, Q.G - TS NCFT SA(SeAq | ‘afPo=grs FAB 2
T TR A AT | 4 T AT, AN G
opTEe Fiferes| RIS wFe, @ [ee, -
(T Y3 TFE GG THRE) @G A TR #IPT FA0O
A | A T T OB @ GOR FA ©RR - AR
GfFPRTD | (RIBREAR O% A OIS AW TS (FATS
@F5! A8 | e Al e, AT THOAR WiTS, (TER
@IS, G fRolRsiEd "ol e I3 WB.9.97.-
7S TR wifefee ot - W2 wieg! fifweeEe <al

sAfRpIRIET @ @3 A0S WreTE AR ©f SR [ifEge|
FTFANEHT V.9 TS TS FeFOF ToF 7T 2@ wify
LN Pae Io FEREN, 932 AT o7 mEF @
MEC IS (I RO B e i T e B P P D RO
IRl SR SITORTg SIS (N2 ©ob! fxel af, Tobl feat
(F2PRITE IR A4S T[N woi (& ifg, FiATor 75
FH2 FRIOH FA IAET S (o F caeat Hifeat
AMTR & ATSE FEREW I[N SRFER AR
7 AT IR M R A 2@l =7, Sive A S|
BRI 3% SN @ISNE I TS AR TST AT
ARG SR AT T @9 Gl Talg SREE -
P e (=T 5 GOIE IO AP B[S,
AR iy FeR gl Ton fifes Mfeer Faee
T FE@ A @Y W A @R, OF @S TR
afr fifeet AfEER 1w 2@ TIa !

H2.Q.@1. AHR AEfoFA SRR Sged TRO,
Jreifer TwPT SAEd BE ArepT! fE&Efo F..am, |
TR W - TR FRRFeAoE I3 ©f @ @8 8
@R aFew (ol TPz FE PUET @ W399,
(A NS TP B! 27T (T, =1 AN, e 2012
BRI 5, TR N 2REfed (It AR o =
IS I3 (1, SIS el ey widwits [ewst
Iq12.2.97, wfie G TFANF TS Fghl “ffve, TR
Bifaat qasem ~[wR ook 2w, e wik.9.9.

29

— 2017-2018 _

TING TRl A0, AN AGCAR (I Pifee ATET
IR AT A IFEeR ARRIE kem T, o @3 9p
TSI | TS, (3 G ANCH W, G ACH, Ge TR,
TR T GTOR, TF Q@0 9Miere™, T #@ 2ojift
Cera TN betce | ffer (o @7 26 wE .38, -7 =wbasf
q2.9.9T1. -7 T2EIEH @ T O @N @ oE!
oY I @, @ f.@p.f8.-co T R eifte @b
ATRHNCTH (TF AW Pifea i #int e e
0 R Wews #f7 e

G Rforss  wwst [alb sizEfRce 92 e @om
eI G PO Tam fewet drew o B @1 T
SUET T @S @0 Mg WE @1 o7 Aure|
ey (R o R g fzw w1 e fRegfmrer,
AR G @ QW WY ISl SR Prag W)
RIS 2% TN MEREH, IEREW, 68 IR @ &
7 NS Gifwl, FEI WS ST T, WHF FleT A5 A
Q a7 T@Iff 2T

o o eife oify Reaes areifsr -1 = ©iER
e fifd1 Pifer ST A IR e SR @ ie
Afefoe FRe feat 711 IR IS 2, Reymgrera Aseioe
e, ForelR YRR ™ - @i “fRcefRres
I Bifes ST R ol @ent - T e semeEes
TN e R e o) e ¢ [Rew sowe fee T
TR RAFFTR FIR AT FIRIK @B @301 775t T3
@ FLAE ~ITTe GRRE, SR [Ree Fare ¢ i wLHite
TS, T FES ITER2 (SIfpT!) & o, @ SLFifes
fefemPiom SRR ¢ (21 @R - 8 9 - 39 &

HIGIeT SR SoN e |

a2 A Al Prws @ SRR o [eiwei S
Faco =W Ne-ToRaa Jom wol /g 372 =8 fedd,
@ SR AL W, 4 1 A @@ AT
AifEey, 3oz, smefw, wdNfe, wiaw, 9 2 e
sl - 3 TrefR-afgimfie sweE e wikzb e
TEREET GO GPIRe [ee e (e 8 e
sgeE G fRETE| Ngfe e AR T <3,
o=, T, Pitera vhIce e freafeet wfie fRmer sienf)
TR - - e - @6
I, WA 28, AT 7S, NGl 28...FO! G
(SR @re3) e Tafe i 792 JE0e, W, @2 I35
BN ? 8% 3361 CATEll @2 IIB1 ATT 9PN, ORER
2| P @2 iy SR SIS w1 AR AR F
8 IEEBH I @ YT I7EE FfE 3= FA|




eifer Areifery 5T, SITOITY

IR IR GF Y2 LS|
SRS AT - 25 IS

! SR IR @I A
AT 70T A, THPTLTS
89 N9 (afREE wife SR
OIS SN-JNGIfAF ACHF) | @3
TR, IR AP, TSI

AT MG BEl, @33
CRARTAE, SIMIfE-—ifes
SR 2fe e O F
frgwel

Fi&Tol M@ eI SromeR @I Sfeww I Sreet
foet @l qewel, [fEwAfTe S sfaem Wi +i9
FATO! GEIRE | ©OF W YIRS ol e Sreybiie
TNR-NIR CHIIFantall| ALFICEI ST * IR (TS
@I TS FE | T92 TGER T@le 7Y OIS Hfcafe,
39 RifE Fare =0 7 oo, S S e e
39 IR e RIS 2w WeT AefifEe wZRel,
@ f@ et @ RE-seR-car e wam i
@S WFE AFE Tie IwE) Fr i Twered
Vel OIS IR — (7 S Fo=aEe , afodifeaid, g
FOORF| 12 T Jrelfer IS ~Fmem [ =oER
o7 0 IS QA ([0 AFHBIF GT G A0 M I 11

T AT, YONRT SOl GFitefi-o ity firs fom s
JRI-N IS SANFIE O RN G2 OIR AMC

M z@iRE 6w T G343 RerSim aFr - [rer @3
RSN NH-F2E @@ T G 92 42 I el
PR AN FOW I @R@ @R, W OAE e
CHITBTPIR fT5 | =oT=e (BT SR 2SR JeTeT, 8TF, @3
QI ({06 AT AR 1 SN 0% Forhof et v

T, NI FA A AW FNEN 9, T4, ASET @32 A&
WA P 8 MG (ATS (4TS W 5 @ISR
C=IoeE, S, T2RIG GI T2 ARG T el |
T SICEARPT @ T2 AR SIE o) 0| Feafz
IS (g — ANEET AW QAT @RS qifoey, Mfoeems
QUF AT Ieraiel fFr NE @3 7 S, G2
FICEA T 8 SO FRE (TN GOS8 5T ZTE
el SRR (TR T GFToe1e IR ft, 1w wnfw
W A 8 A HARZ FE NES AF Giwe 7R
o & et 7e? fFifrs, s e Slaea @mgE
ST 1 (T0d e FRrwgfe @3 73t syl aoa 5 @
1Y o1 ? @Te ATF Tex @3N WH (TS I |

BRI w12, 9. @-RYIeR @I =G o5 M@ SAirows
@3 @Efba i Bt

Y 2 22N FOFred ATS| IAANE FBFS I
T (B RO OB 1O D T G [ A ERCL A ERSAC IR
G 2971t waTe| @ 5i-Rafore S#Fme o 2™
GEN| §F RS IEAFGAE STeoFA e, T2A I
FEE T ? TZF FAFIF IEIE AR vz A=afes
reifer i3, @, 9. - (7 N7 TegeToy |

J7 F IR G2F TR ? QTSR ST 8 Tfay! @Ie
7 e iR (Sfe TeFef!) ? IS -SEieRE TET-
T2 ¥ IR 0 IENCE, Gl &2 Pifeet e oAdw!
MR W, JHFER 04 @ Tor,REW 8 oivzm T
ol e, of 2forf FW@ @ @ Zaridl Qe Pies
G AR A SRAE2 7!

I @ (RN, R @ el Faor ofo SR O
SIS, A AMSr -7 TR o ot I ST
‘sreRel’ -7 Y@ frcafeet e @t P 2@ Wit @
CTITR CPIETI, Sl SINIC SIie It et ficend Srenta

_<.§.>_

30



Ted S kg

RIS R R AC)

‘ Q..\ T S R N REeHeE 2@ *< = |
wfﬁvj}f FoR oW 93 [ ‘adivs
TR 0T TR | GFCR QAL SR
9N IETCA TR ST The A Wom”, Fefordt IR
TRB | S A TEE — SR STF MRA - SR
TSI | ST FeTCe S AfSITa | TEw we vl
T REem™ CPITeR IEe ssas B 9F-9 FET
S = | QT S A=A feiei Srator Yo | [5e
TREAY §F IRCEE @M @A A W | oIwdE ww
SR o T=Re [ME TS Ao zvel 1 WERER
I QST AHAIE ©f feel 711 fofy 242w qufa a1l
I fiTs S 11 o faor I TEif 2w 911 ff
O AP s (=re Fo* b6 IS S A1 SR
I SHra8-9 G (SGAP, FC& AT I | 5% Foot
T Rer 1 Trey A FReeT R FIR |
SRR PEiarR-Fediol- StWMRAW TR Stav-9 IS
I | o e sfde sERER | Shho-(S @I
fofy a1 @z oo = oW | v fof cafrefRte
I Q@ M o6 T@RE= | O Ged @ 9w,
TSIt et SIsacet o iy i I 1 1 w38 caficefm
[BERICRIEIRSIERCRICE ERU A LY

T I 93 72 oldE e FW@ SANE (o S

— 2017-2018 _

6 A SSRCTR @b Tegel qoa1 FHCP T2 S
@

Srrdle AL FoPA-Ga SRS SITEET goo-oF T,
W ©f R IR SR GO FFEA N AW GF HiZA-
FPTNT GF T P 2AfFF FEH | Srdo F
FG @F 2| AR HC3 IRCES 4T 2@0F 7 Strdo-
@F SET T b FBRA G RFIcal =2 s [Keiw
FEH ST Wy M TR SPE 5 | BRb [l
foe -of, fawem, g @32 @iiEw @ SRR | TeEe
el fee - MAeaAfs, s, *eniiees, e,
LSS, WiEw FRE, Ao @32 o | @3 @& 4 3
e et T_REeE @R swiEEel @fe I |

TN REAR $bd\o—aF 212N WS NS (927FIF GHZ) -9
EEEIEE (R AP UG Rk LS A Rt G PRIGEIEER G K|
QF 92 FOTTAET FA WEHERE | N Fyj-oedl
@ITS TIE | FINAE @RITS AGE @ S OIF IS
oS | ST Il AR FACOS WF FAG | TS DT
PIRE | @< AT AT BFeR FN IR GCS
FrerSiREm PRFITENR GTe! SR G2 SRe 20o 5z I
TP Sta:-F COEE FURFACR AR FemE

ARRIRE | ITHIRT e S5 de-(o (fRrey @I

GG SP) A | G&T) IS TR {08 FI0R 90

HRFIF AT W), I TN 76 O FIN [T
faeem AN Sa wod” - ‘e S i) -9 weel
SHHle MER 5 CIT7H9A, CTINAR | (T2 AT 2054 @R
3> GTTHF, G @3 Tiel 9511 S ¢—oF AR | oA
93 I ffes ¢ TEIFS zrEE TWTR e SIMER
et cafref afepim faxre af+if6a a=a fomea | @3

31

TS 20 | O PMECe (oo Hesea o | 58 T
AW SCAwe 512 @ o1t gFeld Tme™-GF |
T 3R ogfa To e w11 fefve @iy = Wy s
SR fore | foaf #ita S weem | @3 R
FORTH BEE | WG & ¢ eI Al Hfere Piz-«aq
AR @R SARFN 2T | TFR (SN @FR) A
OSTH, Shdlo A WF I G SRS We I, IFACH




SIFA-9G G CII (A G I FIF0n e wo
Tef3, IR, A AT IO |

PR G CATRS 21T T2 OB | S (72 | 259
S | efute P afeffy @ viftes sfewr | 5
e 8 NEA AR ST FE IGE I ho QA
ABe YR 8 (SR 0 Frelid fof e At
I, SR ST A6 fAeha dafes gl frcs o
‘@ AERFRBT @I 8 SIEAl TCIRE IR RmeR
B B[R (IO 7- NG 717 T2y Foifer w4y e e
T AN 417 SO FAE, O 262D FARE S | Sl
O 7[FRIYE T T | SRR SACEABA T @23 WA BFY S
AITS! R €T 2SI Fl |

AT BIE FAA I @2 e AP @3 GOT=E 8
ke [ @ 33 ke (Svdv) | @eiES oW
2R TS G2 AT @2 ORI g [Reaet fervafzre
STCRES (IEF AT | @2 IR oo coiebfaae farstia
qeF @2 FAPCIAER TaRe ANe7 Terfe| «3
[RGCFL, TGHF ©. & [ (E6-937 AT oFR
Spers) TR AfvReita frcfeew, 2 9w aFem
T, IF #M1fes) SNwmR i SeReE s sifgsiese
2R AR SR @7 (SRS TN AR @omIeR A2
A% T | GOTCEC TN 391 (IR ST efa feafwet
T G (ST SEPTel SRR |

ATTEIFITH, AR XSRS TS B[] 7S (T G
arz, wifta 2. Wb, Fef bamt W) @ REaw focate |
TR (FIRCRANS Rfeq @ @ W@ FIeited | PR
Ag-HAfePRe O 8 REasmwE N 7w 8 (e
QIRTCR | 9T A G773 7012 O3 BIeeT] (eraifee @32 ©f 2iey
8 AMBITE] TS 8 Aklfere TERE | AT~ 58 G
GG TSR A1 2 fRrew 71 1 G fowe @ iR
Afoffa & erotsivw Sepmia, ™ are=ah At e
R-R-Aroeres w7 e fevasia afefifag swfeem @
TieRtrer facanl | STeaeiR eifofafimet feeem . wifoe
wifiE oifet, et FRbM-a-aR @3 RN
Afofifag FACo GFRRM RTF PRIMRER BT v,
i @@, i TR 29| Rsmw feem B aofa
Afsfafe | o “fasrm I O ‘el afsfe’,
AT T TN, SRR FAE I T (B
BIZP], 32.5.5vdb, TN SHCTSTG, 2v.5.5%d0)
o1l FACR | A2 r) Sreje Tetd o Tgory fof ftets
2 Tor 2ifefig eTRE, ‘I thank you in the name of
millions of Hindu people of all classes and sects’’ | G

Flarer (O OITF amaela Afefiyz qerg | Meafrer e,

32

CTATA (4f-TZPICREG) GFE SO At Areifer ° e
o forem 2l ovasla awa afoff |I°

I e AiE, RBmael dfeffy 2w fofv sreawta
e AFTLTR TG FACo I I | Rgww 2w
APBTORTR FICR FASE SISR IR 90t (AR |

FREeEw @ fof =it smel, | 7w ¢7 arfes
Tl REe FACER ARG 4@ #IE W@ | @Ry fofH
o qofa dfefafd, o7 oA Tew @i, iy s
@ I (72 (g A #fATF T2NeTe! 8 7l TS I
AvefTer fRrw! e TTeR | SR Regeraiiey srzeiero e [T
F1, SR T (P2 ) I 42 IR | @7 22 o
BT (N GrOITOId AaiE AT | I, ‘@ TS (SR
o) 7RI W o ¢ wifer Wej2e ¢ SRR TEeE
e Sy W aoTtr, SN ¢T3 wifer qFed 6 SR
IR iR 2 ¢ SRR’ TILF W ¢l |

IEFOI R AT | ARPTEEAER A ARSI
NIMATE SWF CFCE RIS @ e @
Tef et oefe cm i Srarm’ eSife FEER
A @ T -T @2 ROWAE “Terel’ W@ TR | A
fAormer (‘cefer D, b S6PG, Sbde) WNAE 2O
AR, e ‘= TG T O[T @ 2 05 2@ |
T = RESA™ oF Igor Zeel s ‘a=ey of
FAB! IR FCARE | OF 242N e 377 Igor =4 I
(ol ANeT TR 1| oF P fof Bilve agol fte =1 |
@fFelal TNEe wren 71 | GweiR “faFs o[rEr W A
IR | BfTmE 7R’ (FerEa G TeAiws) -« =it
ol REFmewR RFe-n1m 0 To awy WE avifies
M | IR SOOI IR AT TG TG0l AbITS
AR | O Igor et e & ¢ IRE@ER 23T | AT
T2 aafarcza i fofw Feaw v | o ety Fifem gwea
O Q@Te3 AT 7 @ REFw™ S w@w | Gices
Wy WA, ARWMAW @32 AU 7€ | 82 e’ RF
AT Aot FAG! TIN FR =N | A @, AT TR
s 2 4oz afsfafacgg e fw sreara afesy,
2foRPT @ HOIFR AAPBICOA MA PC LRCS (GTACR |
faafe sfmt et % w@re ciwfeeem | fofq forates
Iy G @ e, e, remE A SR
sifefafammeet qeifReem | i@ FNeR Tgor R feet -
feom S SRaml, G SiF w1y WEe 82 srRakm
FLAYT AT @ 8 FHo S IR |

O 6w e (e CbTR) R Sftee
fifen afireriare fremm Ry afodmer oFa AifoTe




ACa o1 27 | REae™ Ot 7 FRE 0 Y 8 IR
rex Rrs ol I |1 TPRER AR FAGT SAFET |
IR fofF, ‘Siwal smE! aFel WS [ SETE
TOUSTA FR9 | SN gFvee 2 - SN SiE e e
ICT CTHITPL. TG Gol NG FAM% | Ief[Rera) O fres
IR ICT CHICE AT T FaceA! Prwme Hem &G
FER IO GBS Il A SRR | (@ SRt
AR @ SNTE @2 T SRR @O SIAR &
ol M@, ETem) SR 4¥[am e 27 17

FTHAN, QU (O I (S8 AW IToFod @ TS
26TF TR I@R | FRiel fNuitte ‘Fmrel iy
SRYA’ ERe Igellt FME MEReEs wPT=ees
Ja fee (m Cﬂ?%‘z?f) S | M fom et |
ol we Fafeem it gizek W | 2y, sagR
8 3Tt @2 fonh w2 AitalfozE 351 23re I6Hw Tt w=fy
@3 ~fASITe #vfere TR I’ @ B by WS 7 FERS
% =W 71 7% O T SRE IT TR AL E |
o=l af oerhTe I ACE SYPIR (Ol FACe AR M,
e free €3 of TRl frew T (itE et 2wz |
AP el ST SR | [$Y SRe TR o[
MR SR | €F G T TR ZYIei fefesty 3R
T Cofet, 5% 1 +1g oS ©iR o 5 iz |

R Tro «3 i AFR T SR @@ T O |
@@ @35 R wfarz 77, ©i7 wre «@ft 2oz ‘fon fon Ife
fifen @ @ W PR WER IE o, 1R
MER %S Sl I’ s cololfes sl e ohi|
SAPIeE (RRIRTSE WEs @3 Aee W SIUF |
AR foq 7T AW AT IR T B[S TR (Srae-
SHUY) OF ‘wifests MfoSIeR’ (racial memories) ©TE
Tl FEICS BiEEe @bl f5F ©f 7w, ©R Fgh! ORI I | @
@R WCTFE wLie WS o @@e qaaist 339
FISIE IR A GTAI- F& o | @ A T3 @I 79y A1 ©g
Toeifd FECRA — O PR SIS TS 8 WS el -
@g-Toerfaa Fre @R | Gwe W@ e wBe-93 og
TSl AR IO @ | ST IS TBIS S
(Collective unconscious) T9 TR @A [feq @ @3z
@2 *Rimslr Twgere fEe Fef 208 @@ |

SiE @RI AR @ @@ 4y 77 3 OF 2fbifTe el «of
T @ TE W 8 Afogee! — TEOHRCH AT A Ja
IR, @F A T2 FINRIE & TR Fol | 7] Flferm
Foglel Ty | @eiFe R~ Zqaie 2bfre ot «Giw
Orew 77 IREA FoBR ACoR AP ol WM |
FeRF *FaS el OtE FToR AT IER 92

33

— 2017-2018 _

T, ‘@ il (SR*E @)
#/faT 9 4 ¢ wifex
fH921s @ SR S
oI g M OIR,
N (12 Sifod qFe= I
SREY IR 1 TR ‘T e
‘SO AT T Gl |

FAB TSGR @ATF | 2y TIES, O @ [ifew 4ol
@ RRREE o) @ | Resmema Ife 8 [emrrs
SiCHlIT Ted, C..weerEte fen fen sifcaed fKfew
APOT NHET TN 2271 &) GF TOj2 Gel AT~
s o 4R IR | A A N2 9§ (Theory of
Continental drift)-3 F I I QA AT FH ©F |
R-97 ‘Tifwre Sfeeig’ -aa gl A e et a7 |
@2 ST SR TRomei S 3’ AgE vee o,
T GBI 8 IR APoF 8 IPTAWT IR GTegfer
*7oR Rifved 2@ T IO SRZR GOTCR | O AfRSE
R TE (O GF2 VSIS |

A~ IR 05 FAB I, 90 IR rore
ee o1 552 98, @3 993 @I [Res| o2 o @ty
oI =W, U T2 waefs AR q3E, IR @ [www
SIZA TN GANTS 237M0R 1 R W3 5N A0 TS 28TR
AfGE oot (asymptotic) | 40 (@S @2 F2Ul, O2
RAEFE™ G2 936 T *1% AT FE — i’ |
I A2 LM, (aodw Aghod fowa fwall (<Ity itaeditn
oo 230 T SF SaH 2309 ANGE! | 3212 TKAFR
W 1 RS 59N 15 I SR8 G5! A I [REF %
A o278 TG RWIER SeATes IR @ | o 2
93 @, ARCANFF 43 AT 7 |

fb 33 W AN I RIS | @7 Ny oo 2 oo
7 @Fgif e Trailbe 2@ WS e Iy Wy
i a3 6 ¢ S safEfon et a e aewi
2ENNS ORI STAR TR, Sred SEFIal - #ifi@ @ o |
A AN FeT3 @ TRl | TIGEE IAd FRCIE T
23 R Forwicare 1’ fE@obs ... B ot e afeele
IEDRRE TN T =< @ AfEe 5y fr R @




TR M T 28 oS IH g2 7| ATORF (2
TSI T FoN-FF - ¢y (e 1, @3 @13
G (oo - T T3 TP 40T et 7

@3 UM W S el e ol SegiEe
FAC0 AR | AT IERE @ RESEEwE SAme T
g foer @11 ofaqt w3 Rafier @ @ @ 9@ e
TSI o 7 | ST F13 Q- FLFS Bfercat sferca
@ ‘ISR Tplo ARA BEafe, G2 Stae-w=s
Ry @Rd IR TR R Tvael @3 # e sge
I fwew @, tae [IFEtEs 43 Sitae @93 RFR
foafs o I TS B9 @, 92 [EIR 530 o759 23000
(AT Sae oy I’

RRFa™ vy @ Tvael [fen remeR @ikt RyeR
T e AR RS (R@ ew o 7w, e 4e[
SRA-RA-Og-—F- e T @ @I wiew @
e, ©i-¢ S %R I Meew | AN 2@ G @ TRET
TR 4, YO G W 7 | NS S O A
T TS {8 @D | 7o)l Algq 23F Ty 4 7 | TS
AR fof qerem @ Tf¥Re e ‘ol iR | O 4oia
SO ) ATIGAT AT T3 R 1407, ©23 @
ARG, @ Bge TEBTHE 2420 FICS A | ATTSIPICA
ol ToT0=e — Il tept I27 (2 (ONIF @FIE o
20, O] (IR @ I Bfertet o w12 I’

TR W] APe AT SiEsE wReE o -
oG ] - IERER AEifod CRl € SR & -
@3 foet S GRER e | Tiaefed Gt Fe1cs [
FOCIRES Gl JRMREEH 17 (Toifer et Teiasw S Ryt
R CItE @RIt CIERE @ GR Q@TE 0™ aobi2
T SRFS @ (O O (@91 g Tt great A | iR
G (Ol WS AR 2021 O S el Siw
(REFHT7E) [0 TS 2@Re T2 83 i TZPTed
T |

R wRe A '@l 20 GTLET TG FAreaiet
e R IERE | O ST TS IR i

ifowe fo77IF FW@REH | You Christians, who are so fond
of sending out missionaries to save the soul of the heathen

- why do you not try to save their bodies from starvation ?
IERE @ SR KRS o) o 7, «f o 25
AT Stz | SRTed @i @I Tk SHacy @&¥& qio
oH BlaR | 93 SReIPHl 5% 2 79, wy wfRrrFe
FE NTS SRS #1722 fof T 8702 |

Y CTTPR (TR CR T maeiw e [A@ Il

34

fite form fol eRerie wivedm SrE @0 Jzed
AT FA 0 | o e @ @& 8 arsweEs
o2 SReAd SRafed SR | fofy T @ A& 2
SRS A2 q2F 4(F [T Ty FECE 8 FAR | OiF
TG Z @3 AN Fo @ | FAIRS] @A 2hog ANZ
RIS 0T @ RN A (IS O TIae
Ao I Ao 2foee, ©I-3 7201 FTFHIR fFofe swem
e e et | o R[few ewea oot oot o s
e T AAATSS FIATOT A A | R @2 AL
oI U O O | 92 IGOR GIN NWIE IAREE
A4S SR Fo= /1 ATT AF 711 @b 2c Wonderful
humanizing power - ¥ 6! Afoxw T 2T SPALRA
@Rl *fS | $IRM Jrad @2 242 REFFwE W5E
FER | HTOFEA @2 ‘EAFFM-2 @ [REFewR
AR T 7| 4 Trae” Afast ofofde 2 (svas)
o7 fadr MR O [Are 7R o4fs’ sRor [REsam
forataee Qe WY oI, 7Y el I R ? S
CAIY FCH (@3 O, O13 & (TR 547 17 @3 (AT
S 2 2B (72T A (@] F9 AR @32 W9 8 feitea
SANPTIRE CRIPEE N | SR e Sl S[11% 2@ i}
@@ Meva @3 wonderful humanizing power -@3 1 |
O ‘ATLHE @WIE 932 AT 2dF |

2 CTTHF WA G PTG A ST SIS
T2 AT ST 2@fRe | St SR @ et 2eafee
ot A, widie TR _eE @R Iece 20l |
i & 8 WCOF TSI SITF S 2N FCIARCE | AT 211
oA | QO3 @RI AW @ LALPICHAER A ATHAO SATAR
@ St RSN TAEE ATTRA | Sdob—9a AFIHS
A Poet's Life 510% IR0 TG fo0afRee ©...the handsome

monk in the orange robe gave us in perfect English a

masterpiece ... It was human eloquence at its highest pitch’
Boston Evening Transcript forcafeet (0o Cﬂt"%’ﬁ?, SHHe),
“The most striking figure one meets in this anteroom (&
ICH PICSA et FIFE 401 - world's congress Auxiliary of
the Columbian Empire, €fSgpesee feat I @ ....)
is Swami Vivekananda | #1@@ S ISRl qobi
Tale® TRRE @, SRl RESEAWE S 4ol W Ao

& FFCH TEACS AN T | a7 FFos = |

39 CTTHTR AR A 8 (N SRET | @3
S RESAeT Tgo! SRl oty 2de | o=
92 TGOR LNRPCHEARR Yo Sy 7j¢f et RGR o7l
AJMH (6T | O A6 I Sy STRFST] CPITETI- 98
ey | @ Tty S, S0 Q@R A | fof wim il T




WF FEREN @3 6 | gl -TC=eT @2 Toj3 IR
Fellfe Tz I fof @2 STHTeItR ARt ST 4@
RO T PR | -3 G(F AFNGS IR0 | 24
WY Tl I W AT SReIEn TSR dfovE
@3 Ry Ao’ (MEfrer SR) o miS eFed o
*AffFre @l (T BFFHCA TG #JfAT 7 A AR Soace
THIFS APFIF ST SIS @ ST APIGS
*iifgeyel TRREIER Fifers gt @ee i AR T2wg |

W Tt fuw e fofe | S wiftce S 2@, sRfrs
R Wi, Ao, & | e F ot a3ore wifFas 2w
1 G2 & =TS & @1 SRR - i T Wrew Freiiks
TR @ g Ab-IR-S1 SEPTIR TR JOF -~ 23 8
TN (@TT ST V292 TW | 4GF THES @32 32 | B
2 el (I 20O @ | ATOT 43 W el A
el a2l IR AT T @2 WEw FhEe! I
AR e 23S SRR 2P7R Ae FA0F | Toel, HfRiael @3
FEO AT @I RO GG 9Fohal 79 - 1 4w
o AN SRCE TRl WG 200 |

G317 fof @ AOEIA THiR FACEF TATHEEAL GO 7]
2% TGS M (F& AT T2l (0T @ SR 7 4 @t 21113,
i e Bre AR O fofd Ao FAAR #fa | @I @
SN O TN el Tt A SR TR 3ol
TS ARG e Afs — S 707 AIfere wriforgm
ARAEE @ ©Al SRS 20T — = e el
MES AT (A AOFR TR TreoRecy ke 23s
“fam T TREel, [RAnt 7F, SiRelRe s, ToRey
7, N9 ¢ =i’ (Help and not Fight, Assimilation and
not Destruction; Harmony and Peace and not Dissension) |

@ - 4o 47 #ITT (3191 | (SR (of (AT CalteT
Q-3 GEfRs | ifqray 8 [og @ 3@ @F 72w NI
#ifoB] @ 2B FAC | AFHTH QB AL TR T
TE | SRR @3 @F YR T3 ACER @F S
e T @2 TgED wNR R[RESEY 1 WE SeE™
TfeifH? GBI REEm™E A JERE | 2ot
CRRE 29 F0o @ AL Y 4 | O (SRET
G3 EEPITETE Fiefee fbaalt Rem o) Tu |
W R WA TS FAE @3 (HRIOR FR | FFORERR
s (Of ACIE @of ez SRR IEREW -
AFHIF NPT AT 4G T AFPI SIS 200

2@, O dfeqm | REFFe™ Aowe @ S =@ =,

— 2017-2018 _

O 2N (TSRS T @Aal AR 776 e | fof
RRFT o¥omm A%y fJeew, ©. 9B @ OF IR
Resmem AR sifetem el @l 9t
fofwz vy am Mt sl (Reret 5,
S GTTHF, Shde) | WG 7S FA fofey e
RS Awiam Sy | o sreare qrifRE |
TN T 2P REFeE [{eta 7637 @R |

% oz TR A MR @ Sydo-aF Pl
LTI T [Td™ @512 a1 aF© g 9ot
g | g, W wiR wiReifeTei@eE W
SRR 9o RYCE ACHIRS FCERCE | SR SIF 776! 241"
G 7 T=d (REsiews 2Pl 8 elg, s»ox) ©iF
JE @ FUR FAC (B 2@ I 93 GOTTEAS | 93 T
TNER T ol @ Mee @Fem S 8 715 PR,
Gifooaioss, rsle, racTer, wffiem, Sfiwews,
FEA, JAO-AfTror CRIFC Wraee  Gid &4l
TR W1y W P PR O o R @
@2 | TEe TeF WA RIFW Tl AT (@ SIS
SEP FE ST 0 991 23 | oI G AAHrey
8|

RIGE:
S1alfE Mo WHITS (o, J RS AT 8 o4,
TwElkE, 5539, IXG, 973 (I @ TH41)

1 I 1P, Moo, SEPifaE TaTe, $q

ol WHITOR wHBY, T 8 N ST O,
TR ZFOHI0, “Js0

81 fyorfem @m, ISwwid, cPre e, Autumn
Annual, Presidency Alumni Association, S55b-5%

@1 a8 oI, B

Yl M @

a1 AW 8 To, B!

vl JA S T, S, ey

1 @7y

Yo | &9

S I A S FHAL, 5, A2

531 @ 7230

S | I @ FH41, BN

o o —

35



Marxism, Socialist Economics and

Development

PARIMAL K BRAHMA

hile doing my Masters in Economics in the

early 1960s from Calcutta University as well

as Presidency College (students graduating
from Presidency College were allowed to be registered as
Post-Graduate students in the college where special classes
were held), ‘Emerald Bower, the isolated green campus of
the Economics Department at Baranagar came alive with
debates generated by certain profound statements made in
the classes by our professors. The controversies created a
situation of near confrontation between the students and
the teachers. I mention three of the controversies.

While teaching Contemporary Economic Development,
Professor Amlan Dutta created a commotion in the class by
a forceful statement: had there been no Bolshevik Revolution
(October Revolution) in 1917 and had Soviet Russia followed
the example of Japan for economic development, no power
on earth could prevent Russia from becoming number one
economic power in the world. He also predicted that the
Soviet economic system was bound to collapse because
it was inimical to fast economic growth. The statement
came not only as a surprise but also as an absurdity to us
because of our orientation in the invincibility of Marxism.
Professor Dutta explained how the free enterprise system
did wonders in Japan - the innovation, enterprise and
entrepreneurship of the industrial magnates known as
Zaibatsu- transformed Japan. The Bolshevik Revolution
followed by a regimented Communist government killed
individual initiative, innovativeness, and entrepreneurship
and also the entire class of businessmen and industrialists
who could create wealth.

After the Second World War, students all over the world
were influenced and inspired by Marxist ideas. It was more
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prominent among the Indian students of the 1950s and
1960s, who were so enamoured with Marx’s Dialectics -
Thesis, Anti-Thesis and Synthesis - that they could not
believe any alternative system could exist or succeed. They
were indoctrinated in the belief that Marxism was a science
and science could never fail. Many of us who were fired
and intoxicated with Marxist ideology and the inevitability
of Dialectical Materialism could not accept Amlan Dutta’s
contention and prediction about Russia and thought his
conviction was nothing but kite flying. The controversy
did not die down.

But, how prophetic he was! Within seventy years of
October Revolution (October according to Russian
calendar but actually 7th of November 1917), Soviet
Russia collapsed, her economy shattered and Russia
became a poor nation in spite of its having the largest
territory in the world with enormous natural resources.
Amlan Dutta lived to see the collapse and his prediction
coming true. He died in February 2010 at the age of 86 and
the devastation he witnessed far exceeded his prediction
and imagination. What could not be imagined was the
Hitlerian brutality of Stalin and conversion of the State
into a terror machine which was responsible for killing
millions of people, summary executions and elimination of
all rival intellectuals including Trotsky. Even Lenin’s voice
was silenced. The father of the Revolution was confined
to a small apartment almost as a prisoner and was not
allowed to meet or speak to the people till his death. The
ruthlessness of the totalitarian regime, one-party rule,
bureaucratization, centralized planning, collectivisation of
agriculture, lack of incentives, lack of cost-consciousness
led to stagnation in agriculture, slower industrial growth,



decline in efficiency and quality, fall in exports, decline in
GDP growth and also decline in life expectancy. So collapse
was inevitable. And Perestroika was bound to come.

I visited Russia in the mid-nineties and was horrified
to notice the devastation. Every system collapsed and
there were no signs of recovery. As we landed at Moscow
airport which was itself in bad shape, I saw a long queue of
housewives selling homemade bread and other essentials
to supplement their income. I proceeded to take a trolley
for my luggage, which I thought was free, but I was asked
to pay 5000 roubles. I was taken aback but I was assured
that if I had US dollars, I could have the trolley for one
dollar. The value of one rouble, before the break-up, was
22 rupees or about three US dollars and now one dollar
was equivalent to 5000 roubles! This meant that rouble was
devalued to almost nothing. In the evening, we went to
the university area and we were in for another shock. A
retired university professor was begging for alms. We soon
realised that the salaried people had lost everything - their
savings and pensions, turning them into paupers overnight.
The only consolation was they could retain their housing
flats for survival. Since everything was rationed under
state control, shopping complexes, departmental stores or
shopping chains did not develop. Internal travel by rattling
Aeroflot planes was nightmarish with no assistance and
on-board service, not even a cup of tea. The mafias took
over the economy.

While in Russia, Amlan Dutta’s face and words flashed
in my mind all the time. Being an extraordinary
intellectual and thinker Amlan Dutta could see the inner
contradictions of the Marxist-Leninist model of Socialist
Utopia decades ahead. The model itself was a recipe for
destruction. To my mind, Socialism or Communism is the
highest form of humanism which recognizes individual
freedom and dignity and also the material needs of
every human being irrespective of caste, class and family
status. But the Marxist-Leninist socialism led to absolute
despotism of one party; the common man was forgotten.

The Marxist- Leninist model stood on three pillars:

a. Armed Revolution and Dictatorship of the Proletariat;

b. The means of Production and Distribution in State
hands; and

c. Withering of the State.

All the three premises suffered from serious flaws. The
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Marxist-Leninist model of
governance led to the collapse
of the Soviet Union and all
other socialist economies of
the world except China. That
China became a super power
was because Mao made

many mid-course corrections
by abandoning the Marxist-
Leninist model of development.

first premise meant that the entire bourgeoisie — the rich,
landowners, politicians, industrialists, artists, professors,
teachers, intellectuals, great men and women of literature,
sportspersons and all others who belong to the higher
echelons of the society - will have no voice in running the
government and it is the Proletariat i.e. the workers and
the peasants who will run the state. Is it a practical idea to
hand over the reins of power of the state to the proletariat
who have no administrative experience or educational
accomplishments? Can a vast empire like the Soviet Union
be governed by eliminating or hating the entire bourgeois
class?

The second premise was equally faulty. It is said that
government has no business to be in business. It is a well-
established truth that government cannot efficiently
run commercial enterprises. State management and
control sans professional managers, innovation and
private entrepreneurship will result in inefficiency, low
productivity and financial loss.

The third theory is only a utopia and would remain a utopia
for many centuries till all the nation states come together
to form one world nation and eliminate war forever. In
the present situation no sovereign nation can survive
if it is run by the communes, cooperatives and the local
police dispensing with its security forces for defending the
country.

The Marxist-Leninist model of governance led to the



collapse of the Soviet Union and all other socialist
economies of the world except China. That China became
a super power was because Mao made many mid-course
corrections by abandoning the Marxist- Leninist model of
development. While China chose to remain a Communist
dictatorship, it opened its doors to all multinationals and
trans- nationals of the world to do business in China. China
liberalized its economy in 1978 and almost all American
companies poured into South China to set up production
plants closing their factories in their own country. China
maintained a dual system of governance - a political system
with one-party communist dictatorship and a capitalistic
economic system. Soon China became the manufacturing
hub of the world. Today, China produces 50% of world’s
steel; similarly, for many other products. A small fishing
village Shenzhen became a mega city with a population
of twenty million. In 1978 when China liberalized, India
was far ahead of China in agriculture, industry, Railways,
financial services and education. Had India liberalized like
China in the 1970s or in the 1980s, India would have been
an industrial hub of the world giving tough competition
to China. Now China’s economy is five times bigger than
India’s and India has lost the race. India tried to follow
the Soviet model of development and met with the same
fate of failure till there was a u-turn to abandon socialism
in 1991. The Indian economy did not collapse because of
the power of democracy for self correction. Socialism or
Communism failed because it ignored market forces, basic
human psychology, the difference between a worker and a
genius and above all the power of business which creates
wealth.

Another statement which generated a heated debate was:
Economics is Economics because Economics is a scientific
discipline. There is nothing called socialist economics.
This statement or similar statements were made by
Professor Tapas Majumdar, Professor Bhabatosh Datta
and Professor Sukhamoy Chakraborty. The majority of
the students who had leanings towards Marxist ideology
could not accept their contention because large volumes
of socialist economics existed and all the Communist
countries - USSR, China and the East European countries
were following socialist economics. Pioneers among

the socialist economists who contributed a great deal
in building socialist economics as a discipline were Karl
Marx, Friedrich Engels, Rudolf Hilferding, Ernest Mandel,
Rosa Luxemburg, Antonie Pannekoek, Piero Sraffa, Paul
Sweezy, Nobiuo Okishio, Ian Steedman and John Roemer.
Moreover, Marx’s Das Capital and Marxian economics
were being taught in many universities of the world. It
was also included in the Economics curricula of Calcutta
University. The controversy ended and the opinion of our
teachers was proved right with the dismantling of the Soviet
Union and the collapse of economies of the Communist
Bloc. The last bastion of Communism had been Cuba;
here also the rigidities were relaxed towards making a
free- enterprise economy. With the withering of the
USSR, socialist economics also withered away. The ideal of
discarded socialist economics has perhaps imperceptibly
crept into Amartya Sen’s Welfare Economics.

The third debate was triggered by Professor Rakhal Dutta’s
statement: the trade unmions are the greatest enemies of
revolution.

Marx had himself hinted that the petit bourgeois i.e. lower
middle class, clerical staff, shopkeepers etc. might not be
on the side of revolution. Professor Dutta’s interpretation
was that all organized trade unions belonged to the class
of petit bourgeois and trade unions develop their vested
interests in terms of position, money and privileges. They
would not like to give up their privileges and would remain
happy with small crumbs here and there. So long as their
charter of demands is accepted and they have a say in the
management of an enterprise, they will be a satisfied lot
who would never risk their privileges. They would never
come down to the streets joining hands with the poor,
the peasants and the oppressed unorganised workers to
launch a revolution. History has shown how correct this
assessment was about the organized trade unions which,
in almost all countries, became another instrument of
oppression not only for the industrialists but also the
ordinary workers who do not agree with them.

Even decades after, I still ponder over some of the fearless
statements of our professors — how prophetic they were
and how profound their insights were!
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Hindu College

NARENDRA KRISHNA SINHA

he Hindu College (Presidency College and Hindu
TSchool from 15th June, 1855) was founded on

20th January, 1817 "for giving a liberal education
to the children of members of the Hindu Community".
A Government report based on unpublished records of
the institution tells us that the subject had been agitated
at various places more than a year previously. The effort
which brought it into existence and the agitation in support
of it were independent of Government.

It was clear that there was a sense of choosing rather than
receiving a gift. New India thus accepted the West. The
reception of Western culture was not initiated in Bengal
from above downwards, nor from below upwards. It was
deliberately secular. "The modern West had fabricated a
secular version of its cultural heritage from which religion
was eliminated". The system of English education thus
commenced in a simple way with public support, two
decades before Macalays' coup de main.

Was it an institution meant for sons of wealthy babus only?
In 1823 the number of boys attending the Hindu College,
in its two sections, senior and junior, was 402 - pay boys
300, free 60, School Society 30, donation scholars 12. A
contemporary journal noted in 1830 that the scholars
of the Hindu College were "sons of dewans, brothers of
clerks, nephews of cashiers and grandsons of sircars'. This
disparaging description could only mean that middle class
families of no distinction were very well represented. In
Toynbee's scheme of historical generalization those who
received Western education in those days, were Brahmins
and Banias. It is relevant to note that there was no great
social change at this stage. Those who flocked to this
new college to receive western education were Brahmins,
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Kayasthas and Vaidyas. Bhudeb Mukopadhyay said later
about those who received English education that something
like the same position would have been assigned to them
under the old system of Manu. "Brahmins and Banias",
"sons of dewans and brothers of clerks"—such descriptions
suffer from the defects of smart writing.

Why was the College confined to Hindus only? "The mood
of moslems" — a dark phrase—would explain much. They
disclaimed the study of a foreign idiom. This disdain was
patient and deep. They found in their Qoran "Edicta,
mandeta, decreta, rescripta, metaphysics and ethics". They
were proud of the polished language and literature of their
own which they preferred to that of the strangers who
had deprived them of their supremacy. To the Hindus of
Calcutta who were sponsors of this College plan the idea
of including the Mohammedans did not occur because the
Mohammedans were not interested in the venture. The
stress was on respectability, not on creed. The managers of
the Hindu College wrote to the Government in 1824, "The
admission of persons likely to injure the respectability
and consequently to contract the utility of the College will
always be strictly prohibited".

There was no public character, no public opinion, no
public object in those days. The building of temples and
bathing ghats, the founding of dharmsalas and atithisalas,
pujas on a lavish scale, very expensive sradhs and marriage
ceremonies dominated our social consciousness. In 1815-
16, the Hindu College became a public question - possibly
the first of its kind. There was a public subscription
perhaps for the first time in India. Public life and public
spirit started from this point. The Anglo-Indian society
regarded this institution as an interesting experiment. In



The Hindu College was not the
only institution of new learning.
Much that was creative

was also found outside this
institution. Curricula, syllabi,
compulsory study plans,

tests and standards of this
institution would not explain
the atmosphere which old
students of this institution also

helped to create in Calcutta.

1897 a writer in the National Magazine—"Idler—went
so far as to say that most of the members of the Anglo-
Indian society—David Hare excepted - must have looked
upon educating us as an amusement. Hardly any one of
them expected that we would ever come to exceed their
expectations. In 1853, after a rowdy demonstration by
students of the Calcutta Madrassa, it was decided by the
Government to abolish English classes in that institution
and bring about organic changes in the Hindu College. It
was considered expedient to keep the junior department of
the Hindu College as a school exclusively for the Hindus,
change the character of the Hindu College, abolish the
existing management and convert the senior section
into an open college for all. The secular character of the
instruction maintained for about four decades facilitated
this change. The junior department, which was now
separated from the senior department to form the Hindu
School, had 293 students in all classes of which 266 paid
a monthly fee of Rs. 5/- each, realizing a total of 1330
rupees a month. For eleven "masters” and four pundits
the expenditure amounted to Rs. 1,010/-. The school more
than paid its cost. A monthly tuition fee of R. 5/- for school
education was, in those days, prohibitive for lower middle
class people. The Hindu School was thus an institution for
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sons of "wealthy babus". The Hindu College, senior section,
transformed into the Presidency College, had 132 students
in 1856, 94 in the general and 38 in the law section. There
were 82 pay students, 43 scholarship holders and 7 free
pupils. It was not an institution for sons of rich and upper
middle class families only, the scholarship holders and free
pupils introducing that element in the set up with which
we were familiar in our College days. Presidency College
inherited from the Hindu College its appeal to the best in
the growing generation. When the University of Calcutta
was formally brought into existence by Lord Canning he
hoped that University education would be the symbol of
aristocracy. But the tradition of the Hindu College, senior
section, made all the difference.

The most efficient part of education is that which is
derived from the tone and temper of society. The western
challenge, this Bengali-European contact, the opening of
young minds, did not lead to a surrender of national ideas.
Western education was an intoxicant for a few years but it
very soon became a nourishment. It would be a mistake to
think of the students of the Hindu College as intellectual
aliens. Growing self-respect contained within itself the
seeds of nationalism. It should not also be forgotten
that nationalism is the natural religion of secularism.
The founders of the Hindu College insisted when the
Government was given a voice in the management that
"works directed against the character and principles of our
countrymen will be excluded".

The public mind of Bengal expanded and old students of
the Hindu College contributed very considerably to this
expansion. The Hindu College was not the only institution
of new learning. Much that was creative was also found
outside this institution. Curricula, syllabi, compulsory
study plans, tests and standards of this institution would
not explain the atmosphere which old students of this
institution also helped to create in Calcutta.

The Calcutta Review was founded in 1844 by eminent
Englishmen. The object was to perform the same service
to India which the Edinburgh and Westminter Reviews
performed in England. It did perform this service for
some decades. Among the early contributors of the Review
were some eminent students of the Hindu College—
Pearychand Mitra, Kisorichand Mitra, Govin Chunder
Dutt, Rev. Krishnamohan Bandopadhyay and others, and
their articles compared very favourably with those written
by distinguished Englishmen like Sir John Kaye, Sir Henry
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Lawrance, Alexander Duff and John Clark Marshman.
In the long array of students of the Hindu College who
distinguished themselves in different walks of life mention
should be made of the names of Kashiprosad Ghose,
Radhanath Sikdar, Devendranath Tagore, Rajnarain
Bose, Bhudeb Mukherjee, Michel Madhusudan Dutt,
Dinabandhu Mitra, Pearycharan Sarkar, Jatindra Mohan
Tagore, Kesab Chandra Sen and others. The list is only
illustrative.

Sir Charles Wood's place in the history of Western
education in India is, according to popular imagination,
second only to that Macaulay. But he regarded Calcutta as
a dangerous spot for higher education, not so Madras and
Bombay. His political apprehension is reflected in a letter

he wrote to Dalhousie; "“These highly educated natives
are likely to be very disgruntled persons unless they are
employed and we cannot find employment for them all".
He added, "your Bengalis reading Bacon and Shakespeare...
future detractors, opponents, and grumblers." He could
not refuse them a University in Calcutta while Bombay
and Madras were each to get one. But he insisted on high
education being mainly supported by those who were
anxious for it, that is to say, on maintaining an impoverished
University without Government aid. The air of those days
was surcharged with a new public spirit. Calcutta was no
longer silent and submissive. Wood knew that the Hindu
College and Western Education had much to do with it.
The imp of history was grinning at the Anglicists.
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T he history of the Hindu College which was founded
one hundred and fifty years ago has been told many
times over and we all know of the services rendered
by the first founders - David Hare and Edward Hyde East,
Maharaja Tejchandra Bahadur and Gopemohun Tagore,
and last (and first), Baidyanath Mukhopadhyay. About
Rammohan Roy, possibly the greatest product of English
Education in India, the embers of controversy are not yet
laid to rest. It is not necessary to examine the part which
Rammohan played or did not play in the actual work of
establishing this mighty institution, which has grown, as
Secretary Baidyanath Mukhopadhyay prophesied, into
a big bur tree that has cast its branches far and wide.
But Rammohan was easily the most distinguished and
most uncompromising exponent of the ideals that were
embodied in the Hindu College.

In those days the British educationists were sharply
divided into two camps : those who wanted to engraft
western education on Indian soil, the Anglicists, and those
who pleaded for the resuscitation of Sanskrit culture, the
Orientalists. In 1823, Rammohan Roy wrote his historic
letter to Lord Ambherst, then Governor-General, making
a fervid protest against the proposal to establish a new
Sanskrit School in Calcutta. 'If it had been intended’, said
Rammohan, 'to keep the British nation in ignorance of real
knowledge, the Baconian philosophy would not have been
allowed to displace the system of the schoolmen which
was best calculated to perpetuate ignorance. In the same
manner the Sanskrit system of education would be the
best calculated to keep this country in darkness if such had
been the policy of the British Legislature'. Rammohan had
a brief to plead and he overstated the case against Sanskrit,
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but these words have a terrible relevance at the present
moment when the Hindu College, through its successor
the Presidency College, is celebrating the one hundred
and fiftieth anniversary of its birth. Substitute 'Hindi' and
'regional languages' for Sanskrit and you will have a picture
of the grave of ignorance parochial fanaticism and political
opportunism are digging for us.

Rammohan wanted ‘European gentlemen of talents and
education to instruct the natives of India in Mathematics,
Natural Philosophy, Chemistry, Anatomy and other
useful sciences, which the natives of Europe have carried
to a degree of perfection that has raised them above the
inhabitants of every other part of the world'. Rammohan
did not state, even if he might have foreseen, another
result that flowed from instruction of Indians in Western
literature, philosophy and science, that this instruction
would give them not merely knowledge but also political
and cultural unity. And now when one hundred and fifty
years after the establishment of the Hindu College we are
trying to undo the work of Rammohan and other pioneers,
we are paving the way back not only to ignorance but
also to disintegration. You cannot hide this hard reality
behind a cloud of phrases any more than you can get rid of
provincialism by calling provinces 'states'.

The mischief started many, many years ago when the
intrepid, freedom-fighting young barrister Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi laid down that Indians in South
Africa should draft their resolutions, memoranda in
Hindi or Gujarati and by no means in English; here we
have the inception of what is now being passed off as
the adoption of a national language for communication
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and of regional languages for education. The irony was
almost Sophoclean. The man who was making his first
great fight for freedom, who came rightly to be regarded
afterwards as the Father of the Nation, sowed here the
first seeds of dissension and disintegration. Gandhiji's
leadership of the Congress gave an impetus to the demand
for the linguistic redistribution of provinces, which
became aggressively clamorous after independence. The
controversy is unending, because in such a matter you can
never decide by argument whom Belgaum should belong
to or who should annex Chandigarh. I sometimes feel that
the British were short-sighted in trying to divide India on
the basis of two major religions. That carried them only for
even less than two hundred years. If they had foreseen the
linguistic squabbles that have followed in the wake of their
departure, they would have decided on linguistic division
and might have continued not for two hundred but for two
thousand years!

It is said - and rightly said - that the Muslim League
fanned the flames of communal passion, and religious
frenzy ran so high that partition seemed to be the only way
out of an intolerable imbroglio. But foreign commentators
think that one of the minor causes of Muslim discontent
was the increasing imposition of Hindi, specially after the
assumption of office by the Congress in the thirties. When
Chaudhuri Khalequzzaman, one-time acting President of
the Congress, finally left for Pakistan, he gave as his reason
his inability to learn Hindi in old age! It would be easy to
say that foreign observers are cock-eyed or that Chaudhuri
Khalequzzaman spoke with his tongue in his cheek. But
such complacency is not common sense.

It is often argued that you cannot have proper national
sentiment unless you have a national language, and Hindi
is the only acceptable language which should drive out
English, and then only we shall be true Indians. But non-
Hindi-speaking people living in the Hindi regions know
what this true Indianism is. It is a stark truth that the new
Imperialism is as aggressive as the old and much worse,
because here the emperors are not a handful of British
merchants and Civil servants but innumerable fanatics
who are as power-loving as they are pig-headed. It is a
retrogade movement also because Hindi is a less forceful
language than English and has a much poorer literature.
‘Babu' Hindi is held in greater contempt than was ‘Babu
English' at one time, and the intransigence of the South
is only a symptom of a disease sown by the North. If
following Rammohan Roy and the founders of Hindu
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College we had stuck to English, we might have been less
fervid patriots than Sri Morarji Desai or Seth Govinda
Das, but the unity of India would have been saved.

These new nationalists, who would swear by Rammanohar
Lohia rather than by Rammohan Roy, try to give a sop to
local patriotism by emphasizing the importance of the
regional languages. The cultivation of Indian languages
is a laudable move to which there cannot be the remotest
objection but when language becomes a pawn in a political
game, the results can be and have been both comic and
pathetic. The language riots that led to the bifurcation of
the old Bombay Presidency, the upsurgence of Shiva Sena,
the interminable disputes based mainly on language with
which good old Punjab is being torn now, the militant
claims made by champions of Urdu challenged equally
militantly by the custodians of Hindi - all these carry
their own commentary. Only those who are prisoners of
shibboleths and slogans do not see the writing on the wall.
Those who are interested in enfeebling and disorganizing
the established order see the writing, but they know that if
they can sow the wind, the harvest of the whirlwind will
bring grist to their mill.

I have said that the picture has both its comic and tragic
sides. Once upon a time Mahatmaji and Sirdar Vallabbhai
Patel were engaged in conversation in Gujarati in the
presence of one of Mahatmaji's most esteemed disciples
from Bengal, who demurred on the ground that he did
not follow the dialogue because he did not know Gujarati.
Mahatmaji, who was surprised at this ignorance, said that
political workers should be acquainted with other Indian
languages besides Hindi and the language of their region
— a tall order at which the great Harinath De would have
quailed ! When Mahatmaji was touring in the interior
of Dacca district, I believe in the twenties, he insisted
that all addresses presented to him must be written in
Bengali, and he gave his reply in Hindi. There were such
meetings at Baherak and Phursalil, villages in Bikrampore,
not far from my own ancestral home. I can visualize with
amusement the large gathering sitting before the great
man in spell-bound silence and not understanding a
word of what he spoke. If he had addressed the meeting
in English, a sizable minority in that educated area would
have been able to follow him. This was more than forty
years ago; it was not of much significance then, but such
narrowness has acquired a comic and pathetic meaning
now. The tragic side is most lurid in contemporary Assam.
Taking a cue from Hindi imperialists, the little emperors
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there first thought of driving out the Bengali-speaking
people — the present posters say that Indians should leave
Assam—and also of imposing Assamese on the hill people,
who, I heard, even named the language after a political
leader, at one time Chief Minister of Assam. You can
find various causes for the secessionist tendencies in the
hill areas - ethnological, anthropological, geographical,
historical or religious and you can lay the blame on foreign
missionaries or foreign powers keen on stirring trouble
in border areas. But it started soon after 1947 with the
attempts made to force Assamese on the hill areas, and it
is not without significance that Nagaland is the first region
to opt boldly for English. The tragic wheel is coming full
circle. The Assamese now face the prospect of their land
being thinned to a narrow strip of land which is scarcely
viable without the areas inhabited by the harried Bengalis.

The Government of India, which is subject to many
pressures and pulls and can seldom arrive at a decision,
is now thinking of instruction in various languages — the
regional languages for regionalism, Hindi for nationalism,
English for internationalism, and very soon we shall
have Sanskrit for spiritualism. The reasons advanced are
not merely political but also academic. It is argued that
if instruction is imparted through the regional language,
standards of education are bound to improve. This is what
has happened in all countries and must happen here too.
An eminent scientist, whose opinion carries weight even
if it is without substance, says that instruction in science
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can be given in the regional languages even in the present
state of their development. But he has not shown the way
by writing scientific text books in his own language. We
can be thankful to him for enunciating a new ethical
concept that precept is better than example and only
wish that his penchant for propaganda were matched by
patience for writing the appropriate books. This argument
about raising standards was advanced by the sponsors
of the eleven year school programme, but the recent
tendency to go back to the twelve year course reflects the
disillusionment that has come with experience. The Union
Minister of Education says with a chuckle that a large
number of Indian Universities have already switched over
to the regional language as the medium of instruction.
But he has not answered the further question whether
this regionalization has improved standards. I may refer
to a piece of news item that is worth pondering. Bengali
became the medium of instruction and examination in
the Matriculation Examination of Calcutta University,
I think, about three decades ago. After this there has
been a progressive change — I use the word advisedly—
in standards, and the West Bengal Board of Secondary
Education has now quietly, without discussion and
possibly without consulting its own members, reduced the
pass marks by 20. There can be no doubt about the trend of
the change I have just spoken of, and who will deny that the
change in medium has encouraged rather than retarded
the other causes of deterioration? Some universities in
Northern India have made English optional, some others
are trying to do it lip service by retaining it only for one
year and giving a failed candidate six chances — a worse
travesty of academic discipline than total abolition. When
we have got through the period of five years, which is
being proposed and retracted with the same facility with
which politicians cross and recross the floor, and when the
eighteen crores now allotted have run down the drain, it
will be necessary to make a further decrease in pass marks
or a further increase in the annual supply of grace marks.
This is improvement of standards with a vengeance!

From the Babel of tongues and this cockpit of warring
linguistic tribes it is refreshing to turn to 1817 when the
founders of the Hindu College affirmed without hesitation
or ambiguity that the path of true education in India is the
path of Western science and philosophy and literature, to
be traversed through the medium of English.

+
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In the Reign of
His Most Gracious Majesty George the Fourth
Under the Auspices of
The Right Hon'ble William Pitt Amherst
Governor General of the British Possessions in India
This Foundation Stone of this Edifice
The Hindu College of Calcutta
Was laid by
John Pescal Larkins Esquire
Provincial Grand Master of the Fraternity of Free
Masons in Bengal
Amidst the acclamations
Of all ranks of the Native Population of this city
In the Presence of
A Numerous Assembly of the Fraternity
And of the
President and Members of the Committee of
General Instruction
On the 25th day of February 1824 and the
Area of Masonry 5824
Which may God prosper
Planned by B. Buxton Lieutenant
Bengal Engineers
Constructed by
William Burn and James Mackintosh."
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"To His Excellency the Right Honourable Lord Ambherst,
Governor General in Council.

My Lord,

Humbly reluctant as the natives of India are to obtrude
upon the notice of Government the sentiments they
entertain on any public measure, there are circumstances
when silence would be carrying this respectful feeling to
culpable excess. The present rulers of India, coming from
distance of many thousand miles to govern a people whose
language, literature, manners, customs, and ideas are almost
entirely new and strange them, cannot easily become so
intimately acquainted with their real circumstances as the
natives of the country are themselves. We should therefore
be guilty of a gross dereliction of duty to ourselves and
afford our rulers just grounds of complaint at our apathy,
did we omit on occasions of importance like the present,
to supply them with such accurate information as might
enable them to devise and adopt measures calculated to
be beneficial to the country, and thus second by our local
knowledge and experience their declared benevolent
intentions for its improvement.

"The establishment of a new Sanscrit School in Calcutta
evinces the laudable desire of Government to improve the
natives of India by education,— a blessing for which they
must ever be grateful, and every well-wisher of the human
race must be desirous that the efforts, made to promote
it, should be guided by the most enlightened principles so
that the stream of intelligence may flow in the most useful
channels.

"When this seminary of learning was proposed, we
understood that the Government in England had ordered
a considerable sum of money to be annually devoted to
the instruction of its Indian subjects. We were filled with
sanguine hopes that this sum would belaid outin employing
European gentlemen of talents and education to instruct
the natives of India in Mathematics, Natural Philosophy,
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Chemistry, Anatomy, and other useful sciences, which the
natives of Europe have carried to a degree of perfection
that has raised them above the inhabitants of other part of
the world.

"While we looked forward with pleasing hope to the dawn
of knowledge, thus promised to the rising generation, our
hearts were filled with mingled feelings of delight and
gratitude, we already offered up thanks to Providence for
inspiring the most generous and enlightened nations of
the West with the glorious ambition of planting in Asia the
arts and sciences of Modern Europe.

"We find that the Government are establishing a Sanscrit
School under Hindu Pundits to impart such knowledge
as is already current in India. This seminary (similar in
character to those which existed in Europe before the time
of Lord Bacon) can only be expected to load the minds
of youth with grammatical niceties and metaphysical
distinctions of little or no practical use to the possessors or
to society. The pupils will there acquire what was known
two thousand years ago with the addition of vain and
empty subtleties since then produced by speculative men
such as is already commonly taught in all parts of India.

"The Sanscrit language so difficult that almost a life time is

necessary for its acquisition is well-known to have been for
ages a lamentable check to the diffusion of knowledge, and
the learning concealed under this almost impervious veil,
is far from sufficient to reward the labour of acquiring it.
But if it were thought necessary to perpetuate this language
for the sake of the portion of valuable information it
contains, this might be much more easily accomplished,
by other means than the establishment of a new Sanscrit
College, for there have been always and are now numerous
professors of Sanscrit in the different parts of the country
engaged in teaching this language as well as the other
branches of literature which are to be the object of the
new seminary. Therefore their more diligent cultivation,
if desirable, would be effectually promoted, by holding out
premiums and granting certain allowances to their most
eminent professors, who have already undertaken on their
own account to teach them, and would by such rewards be
stimulated to still greater exertion.

"From these considerations, as the sum set apart for the
instruction of the natives of India was intended by the
Government in England for the improvement of its Indian
subjects, I beg leave to state, with due deference to your
Lordship's exalted situation that if the plan now adopted
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be followed, it will completely defeat the object proposed,
since no improvement can be expected from inducing
young men to consume a dozen of years of the most
valuable period of their lives in acquiring the niceties of
Baikarana or Sanscrit Grammar. For instance, in learning
to discuss such points as the following; khada, signifying
to eat, khadati he or she or it eats; query, whether does
khadati taken as a whole conveys the meaning he, she or
it 'eats' or are separate parts of this meaning conveyed by
distinctions of the word. As if in the English language it
were asked how much meaning is there in the eat and
how much in the s? And is the whole meaning of the word
conveyed by these two portions of it distinctly or by them
taken jointly?

‘Neither can much improvement arise from such
speculations as the following which are the themes
suggested by the Vedanta; in what manner is the soul
absorbed in the Deity? What relation does it bear to the
Divine, Essence? Nor will youths be fitted to be better
members of society by the Vedantic doctrines which
teach them to believe, that all visible things have no real
existence, that as father, brother, &c. have no actual entity
they consequently deserve no real affection, and therefore
sooner we escape from them and leave the world the better.
Again no essential benefit can be derived by the student,
of the Mimansa from knowing what it is that makes the
killer of goat sinless by pronouncing certain passages of
the Vedanta and what is the real nature and operative
influence of passages of the Vedas, &c.

"The student of the Naya Shastra cannot be said to have
improved his mind after he has learnt from it into how
many ideal classes the objects in the universe are divided
and what spculative relation, the soul bears to the body,
the body to the soul, the eye to the ear, etc.

"In order to enable your Lordship to appreciate the
utility of encouraging such imaginary learning as above
characterized, I beg Lordship will be pleased to compare
the state of science and literature in Europe before the time
of Lord Bacon with the progress of knowledge made since
he wrote.

"If it had been intended to keep the British nation in
ignorance of real knowledge, the Baconian philosophy
would not have been which was the best to perpetuate
ignorance. In the same manner the Sanscrit system
of education would be the best calculated to keep this
country in darkness if such had been the policy of the
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British legislative. But as the improvement of the native
population is the object of the Government, it will
consequently promote a more liberal and enlightened
system of instruction, embracing Mathematics, Natural
Philosophy, Chemistry, Anatomy, with other useful
sciences, which may be accomplished with the sums
proposed by employing a few gentlemen of talents and
learning educated in Europe and providing a college
furnished with necessary books, instruments, and other
apparatus.

"In representing this subject to your Lordship I conceive
myself discharging a solemn duty which I owe to my
countrymen and also to that enlightened sovereign and
legislature which have extended their benevolent care
to this distant land actuated by a desire to improve the
inhabitants, and therefore humbly trust you will excuse
the liberty I have taken in thus expressing my sentiments
to your Lordship.

I have the honour &c.
Ram Mohan Roy."
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“My country! in thy days of glory past

A beauteous halo circled round thy brow,

And worshipped as a deity thou wast,

Where is that glory, where that reverence now?
The eagle pinion is chained down at last

And grovelling in the lowly dust art thou;

Thy ministrel hath no wreath to weave for thee,
Save the sad story of thy misery!

Well let me dive into the depths of time

And bring from out the ages that have rolled

A few small fragments of those wrecks sublime
Which human eye may never more behold;
And let the guerdon of my labour be,

My fallen country! One kind wish for thee. ”
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Entrusted as I was for sometime with the education of
youth, peculiarly circumstanced, was it for me to have
made them part as ignorant dogmatists by permitting
them to know what would be said upon only one side of
grave questions? Setting aside the narrowness of mind




which such a course might have evinced, it would have
been injurious to the mental energies and acquirements of
the young men themselves. And (whatever may be said to
the contrary) I can vindicate my procedure by quoting no
less orthodox an authority than Lord Bacon. “If a man’,
says this philosopher (and no one ever had a better right
to pronounce an opinion upon such matters than he),
“will begin with certainties, he shall end in doubts” This
I need scarcely observe is always the case with contented
ignorance, when it is roused too late to thought. One
doubt suggests another and universal scepticism is the
consequence. I therefore thought it may duty to acquaint
several of the college students with the substance of
Hume's celebrated dialogue between Cleanthes and Philo
in which the most subtle and refined arguments against
theism are adduced. But I have also furnished them with
Dr. Reid's and Dugald Stewart's more acute replies to
Hume - replies which to this day continue unrefuted.
This is the head and front of my offending. If the religious
opinions of the students have become unhinged in
consequence of the course I have pursued, the fault is not
mine. To produce conviction was not within my power and
if I am to be condemned for the atheism of some, let me
receive credit for the theism of others. Believe me, my dear
sir,Iam too thoroughly imbued with a deep sense of human
ignorance and of the perpetual vicissitudes of opinions
to speak with confidence even of the most unimportant
matters. Doubt and uncertainties besiege us too closely to
admit the boldness of dogmatism to enter an enquiring
mind and far be it from me to say that “this is” and “that
is not” when, after most extensive acquaintance with the
researches of science and after the most daring fights of
genius, we must confess with sorrow and disappointment
that humility becomes the highest wisdom, for the highest
wisdom assures man of his ignorance.”
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“To the Students of the Hindu College.
“Expanding like the petals of young flowers,

I watch the gentle opening of your minds

And sweet loosening of the spell that binds

Your intellectual energies and powers, that stretch
(Like young birds in soft summer hour)

Their wings to try their strength. O how the winds
Of circumstance, and freshening April showers
Of early knowledge, and unnumbered kinds

Of new perceptions shed their influence,

And how you worship Truth's Omnipotence!
What joyance rains upon me, when I see

Fame in the mirror of futurity

Weaving the chaplets you ar yet to gain

And then I feel I have not lived in vain”
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Obsessed...or Compelled!!!

URMI CHATTER]JI

ome on now...own up! How many times have you

walked out of the door when no ones at home,

locked it, walked a few steps and trotted back to
check if you have really locked the door? Or...during a
holiday, when you've just settled in and tightened your
seat belt, you suddenly have disastrous thoughts of not
checking whether the gas was finally turned off or whether
the attic light is still on. Or...even have visited a friend’s
house for dinner and kept looking at a painting on the
wall which is slightly swayed to the left and had urges
of walking over and straightening it? Well, if you could
overcome your thoughts...compulsions...and fear...you
are saved. If not, you may be, quite unwillingly, a victim of
OCD, more elaborately an obsessive-compulsive disorder!

You are not alone. If you carefully look around, almost
3 out of 100 eyes that meet yours are suffering from this
disease, in different forms. They are as helpless as you
are. In the United States, about 1 in 40 adults and 1 in
100 children have OCD. According to the World Health
Organization, OCD is one of the top 20 causes of illness-
related disability, worldwide, for individuals between 15
and 44 years of age. Interestingly, you would share this
disorder with Daniel Radcliffe, Cameron Diaz, Leonardo
DiCaprio, Megan Fox and Justin Timberlake, celebrities
who have lived with OCD.

It’s eventually all about the ‘chemical locha’ in the brain
which rattled Munnabhai to the extent of a disaster! What
it actually means is that there are chemicals in the brain,
known as neurotransmitters, which carry messages from
different sources, both external and internal, to the brain
and back to an effecter organ, which elicits a response. So,
the realization that you are hungry comes from signals in
the stomach which are carried to the brain, and the brain
directs you to eat. Or, if someone slaps you on the face, the
brain and the neurotransmitters decide whether you slap
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back or turn the other cheek... and therefore guides your
choice of dadagiri versus Gandhigiri!!!

The problem arises when these neurotransmitters go
astray and their synthesis in the body is deregulated. These
neurotransmitters control every single move in your body,
voluntary and involuntary, and their proper functioning
is extremely important to simply keep you going. Slight
alterations can lead to minimal changes of a normal
behavior or activity, whereas considerable alterations may
lead to physiological and psychological peccadilloes. In
fact, recent studies have revealed that the microbiota of
the gut, that is, the bacteria which inhabit the stomach
and intestines, talk to the brain and control the secretion
of dopamine. Dopamine is a neurotransmitter known to
control several physiological processes, notably pleasure,
which plays a role in our mental health. Improper
communication of the brain with the bacteria can
develop aggression and even control suicidal activities
in individuals, as reported in the journal of international
repute - Nature, endorsing how minimum tweaking of
neurotransmitters can control ones life.

Toadd to thedistress, CD has dual nuances... the fear of dirt
which may lead to diseases, and the urge to keep washing
your hand to get rid of it... very explicitly seen in the ad as
the little boy emphasizes ‘dhotey raho, dhotey raho’ while
washing his hands with Lifebuoy liquid soap. More than
the ‘sabun being slow’ it’s the training to give in to rituals
like repeated washing of hands inculcated by his mom that
could be more perilous. Obsessive-compulsive disorder
was once considered a relatively rare disorder until about
two decades ago. Since then, considerable advance has
been made in understanding the various aspects of OCD
that include epidemiology, clinical features, co-morbidity,
biology and treatment.



There is substantial research from India on various aspects
of OCD, particularly from the National Institute of Mental
Health and Neurosciences (NIMHANS), Bangalore.
Males had an early onset of OCD, and a higher prevalence
of symmetry and religious obsessions, miscellaneous
compulsions, and co-morbid attention deficit hyperactivity
disorder, whereas females had a higher prevalence of
cleaning compulsions. A serotonergic hypothesis of
OCD was suggested originally whereby insufficiency of
serotonin, another major neurotransmitter, triggered the
disorder. A retrospective chart analysis of 15 cases of OCD
with psychosis found that obsessive doubts, washing and
checking compulsions were the most common symptoms.
In a study of children and adolescents, all aged 16 years and
below, contamination obsessions were the commonest,
followed by obsessions related to aggression, symmetry,
sex and religion. Regarding compulsions, cleaning and
washing was the commonest followed by repeating,
checking, ordering, counting and hoarding.

Some weird obsessive habits that people develop
inadvertently are trivial but simultaneously painful.
Examples could be.... taking a medication at exactly the
same time every morning, down to the minute. If the minute
is missed, they wait an hour; or measuring shoelaces to the
exact length; or eating fruits in order of largest to smallest;
or even reorganizing things in a store or folding saris in the
shop. And...like most of us do... knock on wood' (which
one often substitutes with one’s head in the absence of a
piece of wood nearby) when an unpleasant thing is said;
or leave the egg yolk on the plate till everything else is over
before popping it into our mouth! And to say the least
about rolling up sleeves by one and quarter inch, not more,
not less; and a latest being checking if the mobile phone is
still in the bag! Fascinatingly, most people who have OCD
also have a great sense of humor. This may have to do
with creative thinking, a quick wit, or just sheer necessity.
But the ability to laugh at oneself, especially in the face of
adversity, is a huge boon — not only for those who have
obsessive-compulsive disorder, but for those who care
about someone with OCD. A stressful situation looked at
from a humorous perspective will surely reduce anxiety, or
at least keep it from overtaking the sufferer. And laughter
is good for us. It relaxes us, helps us recharge, and can even
boost our immune systems.

How easily can you get out of it? Once the disorder sucks
you in, it’s not easy. One actually falls into a vicious cycle.
It starts with obsessions, which act as a trigger. Obsessions
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It is more likely that identical
twins have a greater risk of
sharing the disease if it runs in
the family. A shuchi-bai grosto
pishima or jethima and even a
pasher barir boudi can inculcate
this vice into other members of
the family and neighborhood,
silently and passionately, often
involuntarily, creating a peer
group, who would willingly
support each others’ activities.

of perfection lead to anxiety, which acts as a fuel and
tries to find means of fulfilling the obsessions. This leads
to compulsions, or rather reinforcers of actions. Once
repeated actions are complete, it leads to temporary
relief, which secretly acts as a stimulus for the next set of
obsessions. Sigmund Freud attributed OCD to internal
conflicts. Others have held factors like childhood abuse,
trauma, illness or even occupational changes responsible
for developing OCD. It is more likely that identical twins
have a greater risk of sharing the disease if it runs in the
family. A shuchi-bai grosto pishima or jethima and even
a pasher barir boudi can inculcate this vice into other
members of the family and neighborhood, silently and
passionately, often involuntarily, creating a peer group,
who would willingly support each others’ activities.

To make things worse, OCD may be associated with or
lead to other neuro-disorders, like age-related attention
deficit syndrome. Consider the following confession of a
patient, who started with mild OCD and landed up with
severe attention deficiency.... and do admit how many of
you have suffered anything close to this!

‘I decided to wash my car as I had to attend a meeting at
The Marriott. As I walked towards the garage, I noticed bills
and letters in the mailbox and decided to go through them
and pay the bills before washing the car. As I laid down the



car keys on the mailbox, I noticed the lilies were drooping
and decided to water the plant first, before paying the bills.
As I went to get the water can, my aide asked me to finish
the cup of tea left unfinished on the breakfast table. Since the
tea was cold, I decided to reheat it in the microwave, when
I finally found my spectacles, which I was searching for all
morning, lying beside the microwave. I set the tea cup and
filled the water can, when the mobile rang. It was the man
who wanted to clean the kitchen chimney and asked for a
date. While warding him off, I decided to call the centre for
the driver who was supposed to be there by ten since I had
to leave for the meeting. The tea was too hot, so I decided to
pay the bills first, but realized my cheque book didn’t have
a single page left. It was then that the driver arrived and
asked for the car keys. But where did I leave the car keys? At
the end, the car was unwashed...tea became cold again...the
lilies were not watered... and I did not carry my spectacles,
so could not take important notes during the meeting...

OCD is rarely totally curable. Few people show significant
improvement on treatment with a combination of
antipsychotic and anti-obsessional drugs, especially
those that boost the levels of serotonin. Psychotherapy,
exercise and relation techniques may help reduce anxiety
and stress, and reduce symptoms of OCD to a certain
extent. Researchers at the Stanford Obsessive-Compulsive
Disorders Program are committed to improving the
diagnosis of obsessive-compulsive
and related clinical problems in adults. The program
pursues this mission through four core activities: (i)
by providing expert consultation and state-of-the-art
medication and psychotherapy treatment in a supportive
outpatient environment that respects the safety, dignity
and confidentiality of every patient; (ii) helping patients
previously resistant to treatment and patients with complex,
related problems; (iii) educating psychiatrists and other
health care professionals and members of the community

and treatment
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regarding the nature, treatment and human costs of OCD
and related clinical problems; and (iv) advancing patient
care through research into new treatment modalities.
Similar centers can be found in Johns Hopkins Medical
Institute, National Institute of Mental Health, USA and
the International OCD Foundation, to name a few, which
emphasizes on OCD pathophysiology in kids.

A few people with this disorder acknowledge their
predicament. They classify
perfectionists. I know someone who craves to excel in
whatever he does, including achieving highest marks in all
trivial exams. He was extremely diligent about following
every teacher in and out of a class, to procure jottings in
black on semi-faded sheets, more appropriately, notes.
He never missed any, provided the teacher was ready
to share, and often inquired whether anyone else in
class could obtain a note in his absence. One day, while
entering college, I was handed a printed leaflet by a man
distributing them on the pavement. Since I was late, I
rushed into class holding the leaflet in my hand, only to
be almost pounced on by the person concerned, since
he was sure it was a precious note which I could acquire
from a teacher. Ten seconds later, and quite enraged, he
thrust it back into my hands... it happened to be an ad for
a ‘datobyo chikitshaloy. What these people do not realize
is that being a perfectionist would augment their self-

often themselves as

esteem and success; whereas OCD would interfere in their
daily activities and everyday functioning. It’s a fine line
between excelling and being controlled, where the latter
situation would definitely reduce promising potentials of
the affected and often could lead to deterioration of one’s
health, especially if someone took a shower four times
a day just to keep germs away or because an ‘unclean
outsider’ touched them unknowingly. Such people need to
be handled with a lot of care. Therefore, be aware... of you
and of people around you... and stay safe folks!

+
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Forgotten Barrackpore

MONABI MITRA

eyond the northern fringes of Calcutta lies
B Barrackpore, once a stylish summer retreat of the
out-of-the-way peripheral seat of the Police and a poor
castoff of Raj Bhavan with only the Army cantonment
keeping the show intact. J.P. Losty describes the Governor’s
seat at Barrackpore as “almost rivalling in magnificence the
Calcutta one, which he intended as the country residence

Company’s Governors General. Today a forgotten,

for future Governor-Generals...”

Architectural common sense, historical prudence and
a resurgence of interest in one’s historical past have led
to efforts at restoring that portion of Barrackpore Park
which is in near-ruins, namely the Police Hospital and
its surroundings. This is now included in the territory
belonging to the West Bengal Police’s training grounds
and is known as the State Police Academy. Retracing the
history of Barrackpore Park is a pleasurable experience, for
amongst other things it is also a moment of re-evaluation
of the 19th century British administrators. They exist
in popular memory as repressive representatives of an
Empire but credit must also be given to them for being
enthusiastic builders, town planners, landscape gardeners
and curators of art. The story of the Barrackpore Park,
as it was once known, is also the story of a typically
British desire of re-ordering the Indian landscape to fit
into an Arcadian version of the countryside retreats of
England. Government House Barrackpore thus served
various functions; it was the Company’s version of the
aristocratic country house and hence a pleasure ground
for recreation, as well as an assimilation of India
and England through its landscaping. This is evident
from its mixture of European styles of gardening and
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the very Indian trees grown throughout the park.

From about the middle of the 18th century, it had become
the fashion for the Governors General of the British East
India Company to escape from their stifling town houses
to garden houses in the suburbs. Lord Curzon states how
the rage for building “country retreats a little way out
of Calcutta as a relief from the pestilential smells and
abominable unhealthiness of the already congested town”
was fast setting in. For a while there was a struggle between
the Court of Directors’ disapproval of the superfluous
expenses borne by the Company in buying or renting these
retreats and the Governors General’s valiant attempts to
keep the garden-house habit on. Belvedere in the leafy
neighbourhood of Alipore was Warren Hastings’ official
country retreat in the 1770s. Henry Vansittart (1760-64)
was chided by the Directors for attempting to buy a house
for himself using Company funds until he finally gave in
and bought himself a shady retreat on Middleton Row, at
that time surrounded by a large wooded deer park. Loreto
House stands there today, and as a child I would spend long
hours gazing at a plaque in the junior school playground
commemorating Vansittart, Elijah Impey and even Bishop
Heber - all of whom lived briefly there. Clive’s retreat was
a mansion in Dum Dum which was built on the ruins of
an old Dutch or Portuguese factory. However, it was Lord
Wellesley who was a builder par excellence, initiating the
triumphal erection of a palatial new Government House in
Calcutta on the site of the old Government House, which
had the lordly title of Buckingham Place. Today we know
it as Raj Bhavan. Wellesley also started the process for the
acquisition of land for a suitable retreat at Barrackpore on
the banks of the River Hooghly, so named perhaps after



the barracks of the garrison stationed there since 1775.
Captain Wyatt, the engineer who planned the Government
House was also given the task of acquiring additional land
in Barrackpore for a full fledged, graceful country retreat.

Barrackpore Park is of a similar antiquity as Company rule
itself. In 1785 during the time of Sir John Macpherson,
a plot of land of about sixty-six acres with two thatched
bungalows had been purchased on the left bank of the
River Hooghly, opposite the old Danish settlement of
Serampore. In February 1801, Governor General Lord
Wellesley took over the land from the Commander-in-
chief of the army (with the peremptory argument that the
estate belonged to the Governor General rather than the
Garrison Commander) and began the process of building
a full fledged summer retreat. Wellesley’s plan was to build
a house as grand as the one in Calcutta but grander still
by creating facilities for recreation as proper in a country
retreat. The garden was to merge into a park, there was
to be a menagerie and an elephant stud. Alterations were
even made in the architectural views from the park by
adding a steeple to the Baptist Church across the river in
Serampore to give the illusion of an English landscape. The
barracks and parade grounds of the military cantonment
were in the same area but were carefully kept separate
from the House and Park, perhaps the notion being that
pleasure and repose were not to be transgressed upon by
political reminders. Wellesley ordered a complete overhaul
of the existing flat Bengal landscape by excavating lakes
and using the earth thrown up for creating an undulating
terrain reminiscent of the banks and knolls of England. He
planted trees and introduced avenues of mango, tamarind
and banyan. The Barrackpore Trunk Road was begun to
facilitate movement between Government House, Calcutta
and the retreat. In true Wellesley style, construction and
expansion at Barrackpore was concealed from the Court
of Directors who were all for economisation. Muddling
them thoroughly, Wellesley began two Government
Houses—one at Calcutta and the other at Barrackpore—
but reported only one until it was too late to be stopped.
Government House Calcutta was completed, south of the
Writers’ Building and symbolically at the heart of British
territory; Wellesley, however, was hurriedly recalled in
1805 and his vision of a Barrackpore Palace—as he often
referred to it—was unfulfilled. Only a handful of arches on
the ground floor had been put up.

Barrackpore fell into uninspired hands until the time of the
Marquis of Hastings — Governor General of Bengal from
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Barrackpore continued to
fascinate the British even
dfter it had lost its relevance.
A monograph dating from

the 1930s describes the
stately house, its gardens
and attractions including the
chiriakhana, deer park and
aviary while recounting how the
Governor General’s elephants
charmed dll, native and
British alike.

1813 to 1823. The main house, built up in bits and pieces
from the time of Wellesley, now assumed final shape.
Lady Hastings, in an attempt to increase the Englishness
of the house, installed a greenhouse for English blooms.
The Marquis also carried an inlaid marble basin and
fountain from the Royal Baths in the Palace of Agra fort
to Barrackpore. “I detected the marble of this Chamber, as
well as the white marble basin of a fountain, which I found
in the artillery yard, full of all kinds of lumber, to be raised
and shipped for Calcutta...”

Succeeding Governor Generals sang fulsome praise of
the house and park. Lord Amherst is quoted by Curzon
as being enthusiastically appreciative of the splendors
of Barrackpore: “a most delightful spot with fine spread
of trees, and the Hooghly branch of the Ganges flowing
under our windows.”

Yet the most enduring image of Barrackpore that remains
today is that of Lady Canning excitedly discovering the
joys of the park in her letters to her beloved family back
home. Lady Canning had been lady-in-waiting to Queen
Victoria and many of the sketches as well as specimens of
flora and fauna she collected were sent back for the perusal
of the Queen and the Royal children.

During the time of Lord Canning the main house was



comfortably furnished, “with the aid of 450 yards of rose
chintz, and a considerable addition of arm-chairs, small
tables, framed drawings, and flower pots, she had made
the house look rather nice even as an English country
house” An ornamental balustrade was built around the
semi-circular terrace on the south to overlook the Agra
fountain. A raised walk leading down from the southern
end of the house to the main landing stage was built along
which poinsettias and bamboos were planted. The great
banyan tree, now almost a colonnade with its gnarled
aerial roots, was cleared of weeds. Under its shade, by night
and day, a host of guests were entertained “as in an open-
air sitting room” Lady Canning wrote in a letter from
Barrackpore in 1856, “I have had a good deal of amusement
in cutting down shrubs and opening out vistas. Such a
beautiful Banyan tree like a grove covered with creepers
and orchideous plants is now exposed to view in sight of
the windows”. While her predecessors had sought to tame
Barrackpore Park into an orderly English looking entity,
Charlotte Canning delighted in the tropical trees here,
the mango, bamboo, coconut, plantains and arum, the
bougainvillea and the pools covered with water lilies. With
the outbreak of the Mutiny in spring 1857 Lady Canning
felt it her duty to be with her husband. Barrackpore visits
grew fewer. Once political order had been restored in 1859
however they returned for a visit and could see how the
park had shaped up. This was also the time to bid farewell
to India and leave Barrackpore. After packing her sketches,
journals and specimens and sending them on ahead Lady
Canning determined to undertake one last botanical tour,
this time of Darjeeling. In 1861, while returning from
Darjeeling and stopping to sketch a last few views of her
beloved shrubs in the Terai she caught malaria and died
a few days before leaving for England. Curzon describes
how “at midnight on the day of her death the four A.D.Cs
of the Viceroy, one of whom long afterwards told me the
tale, lifted her body into the coffin, which was carried on
a gun-carriage, drawn by six black horses, to Barrackpore
in the dead of the Indian night. In the breaking dawn
of the next morning, while the full moon was setting in
one quarter of the heavens, and the first rays of the sun
struggled up the Eastern sky and faintly flushed the silent
stream, the body was carried down the terraced walk from
Government House on the shoulders of twelve English
soldiers, the A.D.Cs holding the fringe of the pall. Lord
Canning walked immediately after, the stricken figure of
a doomed man...” Lady Canning’s tomb exists even today,
“by the side of the mighty Ganges, in a distant land, far
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removed from her husband and her people, Charlotte
Canning sleeps her last sleep”

With the death of Lady Canning the fortunes of the park
fell. Though Lady Dufferin in 1884 describes how “We fell
in love with Barrackpore on the spot”, and Lord and Lady
Curzon attempted at the turn of the century to improve
the rapidly deteriorating spot, their efforts were in vain.
Barrackpore Park had clearly lost prominence from after
the Mutiny. Perhaps it was the fact that the Mutiny itself
began from the cantonment here, with Mangal Pandey’s
defiant act, that sealed its fate. Though viceroys continued
to make occasional visits, Simla became the favoured
summer retreat from 1858 when Lord Lawrence stated
that the pestilential climate of Calcutta was unsuitable
for him and he would henceforth work from Simla for six
months a year.

After Charlotte Canning it was Samuel Bourne who gave
Barrackpore a last leap of fame. An avid photographer who
lent his name to the famous Bourne and Shepherd studios,
Bourne stayed in India from 1863 to 1870, photographing
the Himalayas through arduous trekking sessions. Samuel
Bourne’s collection of seven photographs that he made in
1867 show Government House photographed from various
vantage points including views from the North, the South,
near the Lake, along with shots of the Banyan Tree and
a miscellaneous print entitled ‘Gothic Ruin with Creepers
in Barrackpore Park’ showing a young British woman,
head bowed, hands folded in prayer against an assortment
of plants and what seems to be a ruined church. Bourne’s
scenic photography has been noted by visual historians as a
commentary on a place lately associated in public memory
with disorder and violence. Instead of photographing
the Cantonment where the actual encounter between
the British and Indian troops had taken place, he chose
to photograph the Governor’s private quarters, that is,
the House and Park in peaceful order. In doing this it has
been suggested that his “photographs of colonized space
enabled his viewers to make connections between their
aesthetic ideals and the subcontinent, while affirming
Britain’s imperialist ideology that it had a healthy civilizing
role to play in the non-Western world”

Barrackpore continued to fascinate the British even after
it had lost its relevance. A monograph dating from
the 1930s describes the stately house, its gardens and
attractions including the chiriakhana, deer park and
aviary while recounting how the Governor General’s



elephants charmed all, native and British alike. “Even now
we meet old people who sigh for the days of childhood
they enjoyed in the company of the denizens of the
forest in the Park” Lord Curzon wrote an entire chapter
on it in his two volume book published posthumously
(he was editing the proofs when he died). Following
independence, Barrackpore’s fortunes dwindled further.
The imposing house begun by Wellesley became a Police
Hospital, a euphemism for a piece of estate having vague
heritage value but little else. The bungalow belonging to
the Viceroy’s Private Secretary was made over into the
Governor of West Bengals official residence-in-retreat
and is known as Flagstaff House. Today statues of British
administrators, banished from the city over nationalist
concerns, are strewn here and there in the House, shorn of
their former glory.

Beyond the Flagstaff House, a few minutes, walk in
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fact, stands the West Gate of what is still popularly
known as the LatBagan, Lord Sahibs house and the
entrance to Barrackpore Park. One must walk over the
lake built by Wellesley, the Motijheel, and down into the
once lovely garden, now an overgrown weedy precinct.

As T write this piece I sit on the crumbling steps of the
south balustrade at Government House Barrackpore,
privileged to be there. I look at the stained marble basin
carried away from Agra by the Marquis of Hastings, half
buried in the mud and eagerly awaiting its restoration. It is
evening. As the sun sinks low, the shadows lengthen over
Lady Canning’s grave, over Lord Canning’s statue guarding
her tomb, over the bedimmed Government House, the
tangled Banyan Tree and the marble basin from Agra.
Perhaps the time has come to bring the Park to life again.
A knot of parakeets wheel out over the tree tops screeching
and shouting, as if they seem to agree!
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Odd Tales about Geniuses

CHHANDA CHAKRABORTI

hey say that genius and eccentricity go hand in
Thand. They also say that truth is, often, stranger

than fiction. With due deference to these two
sayings here, are a few unusual, quirky stories about some
of the most influential, formidably talented philosophers
that we know of. The objective here is not to ridicule but
to present the simple fact that these exceptionally brilliant
philosophical geniuses at the core were just as imperfect,

fallible, odd and fragile as any of us.

Let us take Plato (428-347 B.C.) for example. Modern
western philosophy, with its highly structured nature
under the broad divisions of ethics, metaphysics,
epistemology and logic, is still under the tall shadows
of this Athenian gentleman. Alfred North Whitehead, a
20th CE philosopher and mathematician (1861-1947),
had famously said that the safest characterization of the
European philosophical tradition is that it consists of a
series of footnotes to Plato.

But the name Plato was almost an accident. Plato's
aristocratic family had actually named him Aristocles.
It so happens that Aristocles had broad shoulders. Platys
(Greek) means broad-shouldered, and Platon (Greek) is a
derivative from that. It is claimed that Aristocles may have
been nicknamed Platon, and from that the name Plato
may have stuck to him.

Plato's famous school in Athens was called the Academy
(Greek:Axadnpia), where Aristotle studied for some
20 years. Disillusioned with the politics of Athens and
influenced by the incisive philosophizing of Socrates,

Plato opened his Academy to change the mindset of the
contemporary Athenians through a rigorous training in
‘philosophical wisdom'. In one of his Dialogues Plato,
following Socrates, had defined humans as animals that
stand erect and are "featherless bipeds", and won accolades
for that. Diogenes of Sinope (404-323 B.C.E.), of the
Cynic School, however, rebuffed Plato on this, clearly
considering mankind as worthy of a more complex
definition. Diogenes was an ascetic philosopher who
was known for his outrageous and forthright behavior.
Reportedly, Diogenes had asked someone to get him a
cottage in Athens to live in. When that person took a long
time, Diogenes famously decided to live in a tub, or in a
pithos, in full public view. He claimed that he had learnt to
adapt to any shelter, or to any living condition, by watching
mice. Apparently, no love was lost between Plato and
Diogenes. When Plato was asked on what kind of person
Diogenes was he replied: "A Socrates gone mad"'. Now,
going back to our story, to refute Plato's "featherless biped"
definition, one day Diogenes procured a chicken, plucked
all its feathers, and marched with it to Plato's Academy.
The point was made; But Plato was unfazed. He simply
added the phrase "with flat broad nails" to his definition.

Rene Descartes (1596-1650), the eminent philosopher,
mathematician and scientist, is credited with the modern
turn in Philosophy for breaking away from the old
Scholastic-Aristotelian ~ philosophical tradition that
reigned supreme in his time. He is also celebrated for
bringing in a more scientific method and spirit. One
of his earlier works, The World (Le Monde), also called

! Diogenes Laertius, Book 6, Chapter 54.
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When Plato was asked to
comment on what kind of person
Diogenes was he replied:

"A Socrates gone mad". Now,
going back to our story, to

refute Plato's "featherless biped"
definition, one day Diogenes
procured a chicken, plucked all
its feathers, and marched with it
to Plato's Academy

the Treatise on the Light, was to show how a completely
mechanistic physics can explain phenomena in the world
without any reference to the scholastic principles of Forms
and qualities. He also supported a heliocentric view of the
solar system. However, the persecution and condemnation
of Galileo led Descartes to suppress publication of his
view. Meditations on First Philosophy, Discourse on method,
Principles of Philosophy are some of the notable examples
of his momentous philosophical work. Some say that while
developing his analytical geometry, Descartes spent his
thinking and sleeping hours alone in a stone room, where
a fire always burnt in a stove?, because that was where, he
wrote, "I had every leisure to converse with my thoughts™.
Descartes maintained regular correspondence with the
rich and the influential in Europe, e.g. Queen Christina
of Sweden. Once Queen Christina asked Descartes what
causes us to love someone rather that another, without
knowing their merit. In response, Descartes made a very
personal confession to Pierre Chanut, a friend and close
confidant, to convey to the Queen. He stated how he
himself was attracted to cross-eyed women in his early
youth?, and how he subsequently traced the root of this
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attraction back to his early crush on a cross-eyed young
woman:

'Tloved a girl of my own age... who was slightly cross-eyed;
by which means, the impression made in my brain when
I looked at her wandering eyes was joined so much to
that which also occurred when the passion of love moved
me, that for a long time afterward, in seeing cross-eyed
women, I felt more inclined to love them than others,
simply because they had that defect; and I did not know
that was the reason®.’

In his personal life, Descartes never married, but had an
illegitimate daughter, Francine, by one of the maids where
he stayed. Unfortunately, when in 1640 Descartes was
making arrangements for her stay with the relatives and
for her education, Francine died at the age of 5. We do not
know whether it was the maid, Francine's mother, who had
the "slightly cross-eyed" gaze. But the private confession of
Descartes allows us to have a glimpse of a fondness in his
heart, and of his ability to analyze that feeling.

The enormous contributions of Immanuel Kant (1724-
1804) in epistemology, metaphysics and ethics have
had a profound effect on western philosophy. One of
the fundamental questions that Kant pursued in his
philosophical work was "what can we know?" He came
up with the answer that the human mind and its ways of
knowing create the world of experience for us. His seminal
works include The Critique of Pure Reason, The Critique
of Practical Reason, Prolegomena to a Future Metaphysics.

Despite the amazing heights that his philosophical
thoughts soared to, and the grand, massive, conceptual
architecture that he created in his philosophical writings,
Kant's appearance was not extra-ordinary. He was not
even five feet tall. He had a large head on a body that
unfortunately was a bit twisted. Twice in his life he had
considered marriage and each time he took such a long
time to make up his mind that one of the ladies went
ahead to marry someone else, and the other one shifted to
another city. Kant remained a bachelor, and later in his life,
he claimed that bachelors, or early widowers, kept their
youthful appearances longer, and lived longer than men
who sired children.

2 Descartes, Discourse on the Method, Part II.
3 Ibid.

* As cited. in Genevive Rodis-Lewis. Descartes: His Life and Thought. 1999. Cornell, Cornell University Press: P5.

* Ibid.



The stories about Kant's obsession with punctuality and
with a rigidly structured routine in life are well-known.
After he purchased his own house 59 year-old Kant
decided to structure his day with a schedule, and stuck
to this schedule till his death in 1804 at the age of 80.
Every day, Kant would wake up just before 5 AM, drink
one or two cups of weak tea and smoke exactly one bowl
of tobacco on his pipe. The observers said, however, that
with time the bowl of tobacco seemed to grow larger. He
would work on his lectures and writing till 7 AM. From 7
to 11 AM, he would deliver his lectures, and after 11 AM
spend time on his works till lunch time at 1 PM. After
lunch Kant would be seen taking his renowned one-hour
walk in the heart of the city of Konigsberg without fail,
irrespective of the weather. The walk was so predictable
that Heinrich Heine commented that when Kant walked
by, the citizens of Konigsberg greeted him and "set their
watches". Later, his walkway was named Philosophengang
or the 'the Philosopher's walk' after Kant.

Kant enthralled his dinner guests with animated speeches
on any topic. Kant did not like beer, and preferred wine; he
liked to eat well, and knew enough about preparation of
food to hold a conversation on that topic. He recommended
that liquid foods, such as soups, be avoided, and also
believed that during the meals one should not think hard,
otherwise one would suffer from hypochondria’.

Kant knew hypochondria too well, as he suffered from
what he called the "self-induced torture” throughout his
life. In a rare autobiographical reference, in The Conflict of
the Faculties (1798), Kant stated: "I myself have the natural
disposition to hypochondria" and mentioned that when
he was young, his physical complaints "made me almost
weary of life". He would consult medical journals to see
if he could diagnose in himself any of the new diseases
mentioned in the journals. He sought remedy for his
hypochondria in the inflexible daily routine described
above. By the time he reached 70, every month he used
to collect the latest mortality statistics from the Chief of
Police of Konigsberg to make an estimate of his own life
expectancy.

Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel (1770-1831) is another
celebrated philosopher who is well-known all over the

world. He held the Chair of Philosophy at the University
of Heidelberg, the most prestigious post in Philosophy in
his time.

Since he was 15, Hegel started to keep a diary of things
that he studied, or found, and copied long passages from
the books that he read. The amount of materials that
he internalized was astounding, considering that the
continuously strove to master various areas of learning.
Yet, despite his dazzling intellectual capabilities, Hegel
suffered from gnawing self-doubts and occasional bouts of
depression. He compared what he thought his own 'slow
progress' with the achievements of his friend Friedrich
Wilhelm Joseph Schelling.

His personal life was disturbed by the relationship with his
sister, Christiane, who was three years younger, and was
fiercely affectionate of Hegel. Christiane never married,
though she had many suitors. After their mother's death,
Christiane became the 'lady of the house' and took care
of the entire family and particularly of Hegel. She shared
many of her elder brother's interests and habits (such as
making excerpts from books read), and wrote poetry. As
Hegel became busier, they were gradually estranged from
each other. Christiane succumbed to a mental disorder
and had to be in an asylum for one year for recovery.
Meanwhile, at the age of 37, in 1804 Hegel fathered an
illegitimate son, Ludwig, by the wife of his landlord,
Christiana Fischer, in Jena. In 1811, when he was 41, Hegel
married Marie Von Tucker, a high-born lady half his age.
When Christiana Fischer, the mother of his illegitimate
son, came to know of his marriage, she tried to cause
trouble. Hegel apparently agreed to support the child and
quitened Christiana Fischer. However, after his marriage,
Christiane, his sister, came to stay with Hegel and Marie,
and the visit turned out to be a disaster. Christiane resented
Hegel's marriage and vented her "deep hatred" for Hegel's
wife, and a “thorough dissatisfaction with her brother™.
Three months after Hegel's death, Christiane went out for
a walk and committed suicide by drowning herself.

Soren Kierkegaard (1813-1855), the Danish philosopher,
theologian, and social critic, was the seventh and youngest
child of his parents. His father, Michael was a devoutly
religious but deeply melancholic man. He carried a

¢ James Miller, 2013. The Philosophical Life. London, UK: Oneworld Publications.
7 Arsenij Gulyga. 1st Ed 1987, Reprint 2012. Immanuel Kant.. His life and thought.. Birkhauser: 153-154.
8 Terry Pinkard. 2001. Hegel: A Biography. Cambridge, Cambridge University Press:314-315



burden of guilt inside, which he managed to pass on to
his children. In retrospect, Kierkegaard commented that
he never had a carefree childhood, and was born old. As
a starving shepherd boy, Michael had cursed God. He
was convinced that he had brought doom and curse on
his family, although his material fortune changed for the
better. He also believed that he was fated to watch all his
children die before they reached the age 33, the age when
Jesus died; that is, they would all die before his own death.
The melancholy of the father infected Soren deeply. Even
though he survived Michael's death, Seren Kierkegaard
continued to believe that the wrath of God would take his
life at an early age. This led him to write prolifically. As his
writings were controversial, he used to write under various
pointedly preposterous pseudonyms to avoid trouble. His
controversial Either/Or was published in the name of
Victor Emerita, and Concluding Unscientific Postscript in
the name of Johanness Anti-Climacus. Other examples
include Hilarious Bookbinder, Constantin Constantinius.
He saw himself as a genius, and geniuses, he wrote, "are
like thunderstorms. They go against the wind, terrify
people, and cleanse the air". In October 1855, he collapsed
in the street, ill and exhausted. He was taken to hospital
where he died when he was only 42.

Albert Camus, (1913-1960) too firmly believed that
he would die at an early age, despite being a survivor of
many downturns in life. This conviction led him to keep
a suicide note, written by a friend for him, in his pocket,
and he asked his American girlfriend to send him copies of
Embalmer's Monthly magazine. Winning the Nobel prize
in 1957 was a depressing omen to Camus, who believed
that such prizes come to a person only at the end of their
lives. Incidentally, on January 4, 1960, Camus was killed in
a car crash at the age of 46.

Ludwig Wittgenstein (1889-1951) is easily considered
to be the greatest philosopher of 20 CE. Cambridge
University regarded him either as a genius or as a madcap,
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but nothing in between. Born into a wealthy and large
family, his search for a vocation and a life-goal took him
from Mechanical Engineering to research in Aeronautics.
For a while, he was also to become an architect. His interest
in engineering and mathematics led him to philosophical
questions about the foundations of Mathematics. Gottlob
Frege (1848-1925) recommended that Wittgenstein should
study under Bertrand Russell (1872-1970). At Cambridge,
Wittgenstein's philosophical and mathematical prowess
greatly impressed Russell and G.E. Moore (1873- 1958).
There he began his work on logic. When his father died,
Wittgenstein inherited a fortune that was enough to make
him one of the wealthiest men in Europe. He quickly gave
away the money to his siblings, and some to Austrian
artists such as Rainer Maria Rilke. Next year, when the war
broke out, he enlisted in the Austrian army and won several
bravery medals. Captured in 1917, he spent the time in the
prison camp working on logic, which later resulted in the
legendary Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus, the only book
Wittgenstein had published during his lifetime. The rest of
his work was published posthumously. He loved watching
the "flicks", and would sit right at the front, eating cream
doughnuts while watching John Wayne on screen. When
in Cambridge, he was penniless, and needed a position.
But people realized that Wittgenstein did not have a
Ph.D. It was decided that his Tractatus would serve as
his doctoral thesis, and Russell and Moore would be the
examiners. The story goes that after the oral examination,
Wittgenstein patted the two eminent philosophers on
the back and said: "Don't worry, I know you will never
understand it"’. Nonetheless, he was awarded the Ph.D. In
1939, he became Professor of Philosophy at Cambridge,
but did not mind working as a hospital porter in London
during WWIIL. However, his brilliant life was not free from
darkness. Three of his four brothers committed suicide,
and he himself was not far from similar thoughts. He
seemed to fling all this however to the winds: his last words
were "Tell them I have had a wonderful life".

¢ Alistair McFarlane. “Ludwig Wittgenstein”. Philosophy Now, 121, Aug Sept 2017.
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Moving with the Times

KATHAKALI JANA

he term ‘Contemporary’ dance with a capital c,

now increasingly visible in the listings of cultural

events at performance spaces in Indian metros,
refers to experiments in our countrys dance ethos.
Prompted by globalisation, the emergence of the arts as
viable career options, the availability of diverse material on
the Internet, exposure to varied movement patterns and a
simple human urge to create vocabularies that adequately
represent today’s concerns and complexities, artists
feel the need to look for new expressions and identities.
It is a dance vocabulary that is informed by politics,
culture, gender and social change. It explores areas
beyond the edges of unyielding syntax and belongs to the
present, offering an open-minded, open-hearted present-
tense experience.

It is important to note that in India, even though the term
‘Contemporary Dance’ is lifted from its Western context
and is used quite freely, the Indian efforts at creation of
new idioms are uniquely our country’s own.

What is it that makes Indian Contemporary Dance distinct
from its Western counterpart?

This lends itself to an engaging discourse because of the
wide variety of expressions that come under the canopy
of the term and is further complicated by the measure of
independence sought by individual artists. Although this
may sound simplistic, one line of commonality among
Indian dancers and choreographers emerges clearly
from the methods in which these forms broke away from
tradition and the differences in impulses behind such
breaking away.

Even at the cost of appearing one-dimensional, we will
limit the comparison between the two systems to this one
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paradigm as this essay is an examination of the Indian
Contemporary Dance ethos and not its relationship with
its Western counterpart per se.

In the late 19th century, dance artists in the West such
as Martha Graham and Isadora Duncan were primarily
rebelling against classical ballet. They found corsets and
ballet shoes punishing. The strict, if unnatural, movement
routine of the ballet did not make sense to them. Historical
eventsand their socio-political consequences were bringing
about major cultural changes. Industrialisation led to the
emergence of a middle class. Health and fitness became
more central to life. Dance became more accessible. There
was a shift towards natural movements that drew from
instinctive athleticism and fitness routines. What was
initially called Modern Dance gradually metamorphosed
into today’s richly divergent contemporary forms that
could be defined as a re-thinking of dance movement with
a cross-disciplinary approach. Gradually dance began

Uday Shankar in one of his productions



to move away from conventional narratives, becoming
less linear and more abstract. Some of the iconic figures
in Contemporary Dance in the 20th century, men and
women such as Merce Cunningham and Pina Bausch,
steered it into new, rarefied zones that were abstract and
often subliminal.

It is possible to see Contemporary Dance in India today,
however,asa continuumin whichitis possible to foreground
the links between classical forms and their present format
rather than as a complete rupture from classicism. As we
have seen, the birth of Western Contemporary Dance,
in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, was a result of
tensions between the rules and regulations of the ballet
form and the urge to seek a less confining dance expression
disentangled from the ballet. What was a result of several
successive heterogenous cultural revolutions spanning
several continents later came to be grouped loosely under
the term ‘Contemporary Dance’

Mrinalini Sarabhai in one of her productions

The difference, therefore, lies in the extent to which
the contemporary forms in different cultures move
ideologically away from classicism.

In the Indian expressions, the outstanding dancers, most
of them highly accomplished in traditional movement
patterns, often deconstruct the lines, arcs, structures,
phrases, sub-phrases, whirls and pirouettes and combine
them with unexpected softnesses and stillnesses or with
variations in speed, have them play with theatre, music,
digital arts and circus. With these materials they create
new edifices. A compelling sense of discovery pushes them
into thrilling new terrains of artistic expression.

Perhaps in one of the first dance experiments in India,
the Titan and polymath Rabindranath Tagore looked for

9l
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a new language that would be a physical extension of
his poetry and songs. His tours across the country and
beyond its shores acquainted him with several classical
dances. His mind was furiously at work on examination
and enquiries towards a synthesis of forms that would
address his aesthetic requirement. He initiated a fusion
of traditions that had strong classical underpinnings.
The form that emerged found manifestation in Tagore’s
stage productions of ‘Barsha Mangal, ‘Tasher Desh,
‘Chitrangada, ‘Chandalika’ and other works. But one
could still perceive the fluidity of Manipuri, the precision
of Bharatanatyam and the drama of Kathakali, alongside
hints of Ceylonese and other dances, even though the
whole was greater than the sum of its parts.

Another Renaissance man, Uday Shankar, initiated a
dance movement in 1930 motivated by the revival of
tradition. Studying classical paintings and examining
their iconography, revisiting Indian classical, folk and

Sharmila Biswas

tribal dances in none of which discipline he had any
formal training, Shankar created an idiom that was richly
grounded in Indian culture. But, his travels across Europe
and his meetings with the legendary Russian ballerina
Anna Pavlova resulted in a collaboration that imbued his
work with European theatrical techniques. He created a
new expressionist template in Indian dance choreography
which took him across the globe and conquered large
swathes of it by his sophistication and consummate artistry.

A stunning, radical figure of the Indian contemporary dance
movement in the 20th century, Chandralekha, instilled her
Dasi Attam training with Yoga and Kalaripayattu in her
choreographic oeuvre. Her work ‘Sharira, for instance, is
a deliberately slow and powerful exploration of female



sexuality. She was one of the first Indian dancers to have
stepped out of the comfort zone of ‘pretty’ and ‘sacred’ into
more powerful and socially relevant spaces of the body
and mind. She was way ahead of her time and inspired
many, even though, ironically, she was herself averse to
institutionalising her dance and leaving behind a legacy.
In fact, she laughed the loudest at the suggestion of her
leaving behind an inheritance. Clearly, with her, the
contemporary sensibility had arrived. It had inspired,
among many others, Padmini Chettur, who continues
to do fascinating work that combines tradition with
modern sensibilities.

The new dance languages, essentially developing from
time-honoured roots, have variously been defined as
neo-classicism, or more accurately, post-classicism. By
the 1950s, the shift from temples and princely courts
to the proscenium and other experimental spaces was

From a work by Chandralekha

complete. Dance felt the need to become secular.
Cosmopolitan impulses led choreographers to devise
free-flowing movements to express their convictions
and individual identities.

Through her signature Nava Nritya, Manjusri Chaki Sircar
spectacularly broke barriers. Reconfiguring the traditions
of Bharatanatyam, Kathakali and Mayurbhanj Chhau,
she created a style and a body language that was uniquely
her own. In her new vocabulary, the entire body - along
with the face - was used to express moods and emotions.
Her eclecticism did not allow for the convention of hand
gestures which formed one of the bedrocks of the classical
or Tagorean dance culture. Her daughter Ranjabati,
stunning, brilliant and scholarly, was a consummate
dancer-choreographer herself. Ranjabati’s untimely death
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at the age of 36, however, tragically stymied the progress of
the unforgettable dynamics of Nava Nritya.

Trained in Bharatanatyam, Mohiniattam, Kuchipudi and
Kathakali, Mrinalini Sarabhai was a classicist and a purist
but she was an activist too. She used her art as well as
mythological material as a means of protest. Her dance
productions were solidly based on tradition but dealt with
issues ranging from dowry death to violence against lower
castes to the disastrous effects of environmental pollution.
Her daughter Mallika has also used the vocabulary of
Bharatanatyam and Kuchipudi to compellingly speak for
social change.

Kumudini Lakhia, too, has contemporised the idiom
of Kathak by transforming it into a group spectacle
from a solo form and adding new narratives into her
repertoire. Her pioneering work in this area has expanded

Jayachandran Palazhy

the horizons of Kathak well beyond the edges of its
classical canon.

In India, then, there is practically no example of rejection
of classical expression. In fact, training in traditional forms
has consistently fed contemporary idioms. It has been
strengthened by other robust physical traditions such as
martial arts and Yoga. The movement impulses may have
been at opposing ends of the spectrum, but their meld has
been organic and seamless in the hands of exceptional
leaders and the frontiers continue to expand.

An innovative choreographer, Jayachandran Palazhy, for
instance, is known for his collaborations with international
artists. He has used digital arts and technology to create
electrifying multimedia productions. Astad Deboo,



another phenomenal contemporary dancer, took off
from his training in Kathak and Kathakali to collaborate
with artists from diverse fields such as English rock band
Pink Floyd and German contemporary dance legend
Pina Bausch.

Kathak dancers Daksha Seth, Akram Khan and Aditi
Mangaldas have re-imagined their tradition in the light
of an eclectic dance philosophy to produce contemporary
works of astonishing quality. Their encounters with
different systems of movement and contact improvisation,
an openness of body that their diverse practice has lent
to them have helped create convincing vocabularies of
their own.

If classical Odissi is what has kept dancer choreographer
Sharmila Biswas rooted, it has also provided her wings
to fly with. Her experimental choreographic works draw
from her inquiries into Odisha’s music as well her research
in the ancient Mahari dance performed by the Devadasis
and other temple dancers of the state. Her rich body of
work today includes conversations with other forms of
dance and explores mental spaces of artists in general and
dancers in particular.

Citizen of a postmodern dance universe, Kathak dancer
Vikram Iyengar demonstrates a sophisticated point of
view which has been informed by a nuanced theatricality.
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This has helped him invent a convincing vocabulary of
his own. But this new idiom has developed organically
from the grammar and lexicon of Kathak in conversation
with other art forms. Rhythm, shape, design, musical
current and physical movement dissolve into a marvellous
harmony in his work.

Indian contemporary dance, like its Western counterpart,
is a cornucopia of ways to move, is on a continual
search for new forms and dynamics in the works of
the choreographers mentioned here. It is essential to
mention that there are many others who are extending
the horizons of the movement arts in Indian today.
Frequently in dialogue with other aesthetic languages such
a audiovisual technologies, visual or fine arts, architecture,
music, rhythm and others, they explore the power and
possibilities of light, props, costume and other components
of visual communication. Conversations with Western
contemporary dance have encouraged experiments with
some of its seminal elements such as release technique,
a feeling of falling and catching oneself just in time, that
explores the gravitational relationship between the human
body and the earth.

The search continues and the Indian Contemporary
Dance universe grows every day. And happily for dance,
its contribution to the avant-garde kindles contemporary
arts’ enthusiasm for it.

— o o E—
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Social Media — Death by Opinion

PAROMA ROY CHOWDHURY

ust a few months ago, a tidal wave of outrage had

followed the brazen murder of senior journalist and

activist, Gauri Lankesh. While her family, friends,
Colleagues and millions of readers struggled to come to
terms with her death, the flood of tweets and posts across
social media, condoning the act and actually mentioning
that she deserved the bullets for her anti-establishment
views, was deplorable. Of late, a similar wave of outrage,
though of an entirely different kind, is sweeping through
social media, denouncing the yet-to-be-released film
‘Padmavatt, for allegedly violating Rajput pride.

One tweet by former journalist Jagrati Shukla is just one
example. “So, Commy Gauri Lankesh has been murdered
mercilessly. Your deeds always come back to haunt you,
they say. Amen. #Bengaluru#GaurilLankesh” This tweet
was up for a long time and was being merrily retweeted.
There are scores of similar tweets issuing threats of death
and dismemberment to the cast and crew of Padmavati,
especially targeting the female lead and the director.

Which is what leads one to think about the terms of service
and community guidelines of social media platforms like
Twitter, Facebook and YouTube, when it comes to abusive,
graphic and violent content? Why does some of this
content stay up, despite being repeatedly reported or even
reviewed? Why are takedown requests not responded to, or
why do they require court orders and explicit government
requests? Do you and I as ordinary citizens have any
possibility of being heard, if our sentiments are hurt?

Explicit guidelines

On paper, the social media guidelines look perfect. Twitter
says, “In order to ensure that people feel safe expressing
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diverse opinions and beliefs, we do not tolerate behavior
that crosses the line into abuse, including behavior that
harasses, intimidates, or uses fear to silence another user’s
voice” YouTube similarly has very explicit guidelines
around sexual content or nudity, violent, hurtful and
graphic content, spam, copyright, and content around
dangerous acts, as do most such platforms.

But what is the reality on ground? How is content reviewed
and at what frequency? Does it need to be flagged
manually? Does it require human intervention to be
reviewed? Are local sensitivities taken into account along
with global standards of what comprises as offensive? And
most importantly, is the offending content removed, once
flagged?

Flagging

Content is reviewed only when flagged. None of the
social media platforms can be proactively monitored, due
to the sheer volume of content generated. For instance,
YouTube has 500 hours of video content uploaded every
minute.Facebook has two billion users around the world,
including both 30-day active and seven-day active users.
On an average, around 6,000 tweets are tweeted on Twitter
every second, which corresponds to over 3,50,000 tweets
sent per minute, 500 million tweets per day and around
200 billion tweets per year. This ensures that content is
reviewed only when it is flagged as offensive, illegal and/
or as violating terms of service and community guidelines.
While proactive censoring is neither desirable, nor
feasible, the flagging mechanism does put a constraint on
the amount of content that can be reviewed. There’s only so
much even a million pair of eyes can see.



Human hand

Once content is flagged, it goes to reviewers and
moderators spread across the globe, who review the flagged
content on a 24/7 basis and take action, if they think it
is required. And quite often, this is found to be woefully
inadequate. “The Guardian’ reports in a recent story that
Facebook announced that it was hiring an additional 3,000
moderators; on top of the 4,500 individuals it already
employs worldwide, to take down questionable content.
More moderators, the argument goes, could better handle
the fire hose of abusive and damaging, “offensive” content.
But there is no magic number of people that will check the
flow of violent, hateful, and threatening content, even if
they are able to respond more quickly to reports. Adding
and supporting moderators, while critical, has nothing to
do with the process of deciding what is acceptable content,
whether that content is on YouTube, Snapchat, Facebook
or Twitter.

Local nuances

One of the reasons why this could be happening is that
the inherent strength of the reviewing mechanism is also
its greatest weakness. The geographical spread ensures
that there is no time lag in response, but it also precludes,
at times,
and nuances. People outside Thailand might think
juxtaposition of a pair of shoes with the king’s picture is
humorous, but in Thailand, youd face prosecution for it
as Google found out over a YouTube image. Closer home,
when I worked for Google, in 2012 we had to take a call
on the removing of “The Innocence of Muslims” video on
YouTube fearing unrest in the Jammu & Kashmir region
following Friday prayers, as country management and
had to explain our decision to the headquarters at length,
because it was seen as violating free speech. Quite often,
something which is seen as violating local sensibilities is
not perceived through a similar lens globally. The threat to
physically harm people of course is taken seriously, across
geographies.

active consideration of local sensitivities

Global positioning

If you have worked in a Silicon Valley company or in parts
of Europe, you would have seen that free speech to most
is religion. It is so integral to an organization’s operating
philosophy, even a massacre in its office in 2015 did not
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deter French satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo to dilute its
editorial stance. In a case of dispute, possibly in 80 cases
out of 100, a global organization will uphold its global
philosophy over local sensitivity, as it has to defend itself in
multiple countries and it can’t have a different behavioral
code for each, even if it offends a few in the short term.

Way forward

The problem is not easily containable. More regulation is
certainly not the answer. United States laws leave it highly
unregulated when it comes to user-generated content,
thanks to Section 230 of the Communications Decency
Act, which legally absolves platforms from responsibility
for user-generated content. In India too, post the Indian
Supreme Court declaring Section 66A of Information
Technology Act as unconstitutional and struck it
down, misuse of the act to penalize people for posting
critical comments about social and political issues and
political leaders on social networking sites, has reduced
considerably.

Executives, civil society advocates, and subject matter
experts who have worked with social media platforms
during the past decade, believe that greater transparency
and engagement are critical to both the assessment
of problems and finding solutions. Most social media
platforms refuse to share details of their content
regulation. And yet there are compelling reasons for more
transparency and accountability. Add to this, the layer
of local sensitivity and expertise, the problem could be
mitigated to an extent.

Google, the big daddy of the Internet, has an ambitious plan
to use artificial intelligence to weed out abusive comments
and control online mobs. A technology incubator in the
company, called Jigsaw—formerly known as Google
Ideas—intends to spot and remove digital harassment
with an automated program called Conversation Al
Conversation AI will primarily streamline the community
moderation that is today performed by humans. So even
if it is unable to neutralize the worst behavior online, it
might foster more and better discourse on some sites.
Jigsaw is already running a pilot at the New York Times.
The challenge, however, will be using it, to prevent abuse
like threatening to cut off DeepikaPadukone’s nose and not
to control or monitor for alleged threats to reputation or
national security.

o o —
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Speech by

Shri Pranab Mukherjee

Hon'ble President of India
Bicentennial Celebration

20™ JANUARY 2017, DEROZIO HALL

ood evening, Shri Keshari Nath Tripathy,
GGovernor of West Bengal, Dr. Partha Chatterjee,
Education and Parliamentary affairs, Government of West
Bengal, Shri Anindya Mitra, Bar-at-law, former Additional
Solicitor General of India, Shri Jayanta Mitra, Bar-at-
law, Advocate General of West Bengal, Professor Bivas
Chaudhuri, Secretary Presidency Alumni Association,

Minister-in-charge, School Education, Higher

Professor Anuradha Lohia, Chief Patron Presidency
Alumni Association and Vice Chancellor, Presidency
University, distinguished faculty members, students, staff,
distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen.

It is indeed a proud privilege for me to be amidst you on
this happy occasion to celebrate the 200" Founders’ Day of
this iconic institution. I extend my congratulations to all
the members of the staff, the students, the administrators
of the institute and the members of the Alumni
Association. Presidency College and its campus, over the
last two centuries has indeed given birth to and nurtured
generations of students who went on to influence the
change the country saw over the last 200 years.

Distinguished participants, faculty members, dear
students, what is most remarkable is that the institution
which was established primarily to address the lower
bureaucracy of the colonial rulers went on - not only to
question and reform everything archaic - but also emerged
as the hot bed of anti-colonial ideas, principles and actions.

This itself speaks volumes about the course it undertook.

Speaking about the foundation of the institution one
would be amidst the names of Henry Louis Vivian Derozio,
Radhakanta Deb Bahadur, Babu Badrinath Mukherjee,
Mabharaja Tej Chandra Bahadur of Burdwan and Babu

Gopi Mohan Thakur and many others, who had helped to
establish this Institution, are now remembered.

Established as a place for giving scientific and secular
education, based on western ideas of nationalism, this
institution became the institution as well as intellectual
manifestation of the Bengali renaissance which spread all
over India and progressively indeed the Indian renaissance
that finally provided the ideological moorings of the
Indian Nation state.

Friends, although Presidency continuously upheld
academic excellence - its most outstanding drill by its
ability to question, discuss and debate every established
dogma, be it socio-religious beliefs, political construct
of ideological tenets, Presidency as an institution always
dealt upon the thesis and the anti-thesis before arriving at
the synthesis that suited the nation the most.

Asagreat institution of modern world, Presidency’s biggest
achievement to my mind has been its ability to inculcate a
love for learning. By learning, I refer to not just learning
that is contained in the text books or which are prescribed
for the syllabus and preparing for the examination but
knowledge that is acquired by plunging into the depths of
the subject .

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, it is this
tireless pursuit of knowledge which was inspired by faculty
such as Jagadish Chandra Bose, Prafulla Chandra Ray,
P.C. Mahalanobis, Dr. Prafulla Chandra Ghosh, Satyendra
Nath Bose, Meghnad Saha, Susovan Sarkar and hosts of
others.

And it is eternal pursuit that produced luminaries in the
field of literature such as Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay



and Anandaram Barua, S.N Bose, Meghnad Saha, P.C.
Mahalanobis, Amal Kumar Raychaudhuri, Shyamal
Sengupta and Ashok Sen in the field of basic science,
Amartya Sen, Sukhomoy Chakraborty in the field of
economics and alumni such as Dr. Rajendra Prasad the
first President of the Republic of India. And if I remember
correctly, the Prime Minister of Pakistan, Mohammad Ali
of Bogra, was also an ex-student of Presidency College.
I am not quite sure whether H.S. Sarvarde or Khwaja
Nazimuddin were also the products of this college. And
the first President of Bangladesh, Abu Sayeed Choudhury,
was also the product of Presidency College.

Friends, distinguished faculty members, students, ladies
and gentlemen, as a visitor of 126 central institutions that
includes central University, IT'Ts, NITs, IISES, SPS and hosts
of other institutions, I have been consistently calling upon
the institutions of higher learning to innovate and almost
like parrot in every academic congregation I am expressing
my disappointment over some of the developments which
are taking place in our academic era. There is no doubt,
our IITs, our NITs are the best technical institutions in
the world. While addressing the convocation of one IIT,
I asked the Director - what is the intake and campus
recruitment? - They said -Sir, it is 100% plus because they
want more. But then I asked “What is your ranking in the
first 200 world class Institutions?” - He said ‘No place’

That struck my mind. What purpose we are serving by
selling our top brains to the multinational organisations to
promote and advance their sale proceeds? Do we seriously
require an IIT graduate to advance the sale proceedsof
detergents or soaps or some commercial products like that.
Or we should have their talents, energies to be devoted
in the laboratories - to engage themselves in innovation,
research, doing the basic science works. How is it — after
1930, that no Indian scholar working in Indian University
- I am emphasizing on that — Indian scholars we have
after CV Raman - got a Nobel prize in original research
work and that is more than 80 years ago. It is not that
there is lack of talent. Amartya Sen got it, Har Gobind
Khorana got it, Chandra Shekhar got it, Subramanium got
it - all between 80’s and 90’s — everyone are the product of
Indian Universities - either Calcutta University or Madras
University or Punjab University. If they can get Nobel Prize
working in foreign Universities as scholars and teachers —
why can't we create that ambience in our country. That is
the question which we shall have to answer when we are
celebrating the 200" year of this illustrious institution.
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| am quite sure (it is)
appropriate... (that) this college
... has been converted into
University. | congratulate the
Bengal government for doing
so and | do hope (that) as it
was... number one in India

(as college) — as University, it
must be number one — under
no circumstances (should it be)
even (in) the second position

— that will | think fulfil our
cherished desire. We can take
a vow to make it possible on
this two hundredth year of this
illustrious institution

We have built up, no doubt, infrastructures for higher
education, number has increased - right now 753
universities and more than 36,000 colleges are there but
again I am saying - till last year, not a single institution of
them - central universities, state universities, IITs, NITs ,
IISES, till 2014, none of them got a place among the first
200s rated by important rating agencies.

I would not take the credit but like a parrot, I went on
speaking in every educational congregation. I would not
mention the name of the director but one of them, Director
of an IIT said ‘Just give me one year, I will come up’ and
he came up. He came up and occupied 168th position in
2015. Another occupied 196th position and one missed by
2 marks - his position was 201. And if he could get a 2
marks rating, perhaps he would have come to 199. These
points I am trying to make only to highlight that we must
emphasize on research particularly the basic research,
emphasize on innovation. If the numbers are less, I don’t
mind. But if the quality of the products are such of course



not in terms of money not in terms of advertising the
commercial interest of multinational companies but in
terms of doing research work, innovation and fundamental
works in Indian Institutions - I would like to see those
changes.

I do hope on these important occasions as I do believe
Presidency is just not a simple expression of language
or a name - it creates some emotion. It has an emotive
connotation as Shangri-La, Babylon, Hiroshima, when
we utter these names - it does not connote merely its
geographical existence but it connotes something else —
Presidency to my mind connotes something else rather
than just an academic institution or a building where the
classes are being taken. That connotation of Presidency
means advancement, progress, thinking, questioning. The
great personality whom we had of course as a result of
the colonial rule, otherwise I do not whether any Derozio
would have come or any David Hare would have worked
in India - they were linked within but at the same time
starting from newspaper - starting the liberal thoughts,
ideas, philosophies breaking all prejudices - these
students of Presidency college, Hindu schools - they were
in the forefront.

Just coming from the function of Hindu School - there I
mentioned one point and I read it with very deep interest.
In the life of Madhusudan Dutta - Michael Madhusudan,
I read somewhere - three of them were classmates of
the Hindu School - Radhanath Sikdar, Madhusudan
Dutta and Dinabandhu Mitra. Radhanath Sikdar got an
appointment in the Survey of India office - the office was
located in Dehra Dun and he did not come to Calcutta
for a pretty long time. In between lot of changes took
place and which struck him first that their friends were
talking among themselves in Bengali not in English, as
was the practice in their school days or college. He was
very surprised and he enquired - what Madhu is doing -
Madhu means Madhusudan Dutta - Madhu is much more

advanced - he is trying to write blank verse in Bengali.
Radhanath Sikdar exclaimed - it is incredible - blank verse
in Bengali - impossible! Madhusdan told him that you
would see impossible had been possible. Actually blank
verse was written by Madhusudan in Bengali language and
it was a successful experiment.

The short point which I am trying to drive at - it was in
the case of language, literature, poetry but in every walk
of life it could be done because I am happy that there is a
very powerful alumni association which has been created.
Many of the organizations, top class universities — you
know much better than me - top class universities of the
world have provided strength, technological innovations,
new ideas, dynamism in the process by their alumni.

Whether it is Oxford, whether it is Cambridge, whether
it is Harvard, whether it is Stanford, alumni play the
major role in building up. Presidency has so many,
almost innumerable - so those, if they contribute, I am
not talking in terms of money - I am talking in terms of
ideas, I am talking in terms of technology, I am talking in
terms of dynamism in work culture with which they are
accustomed - which they can inject in the system which
I am quite sure will be appropriate and this University -
now form college it has been converted into University. I
congratulate the Bengal government for doing so and I do
hope as it was college number one in India - as University,
it must be number one - under no circumstances even
the 2" position - that will I think fulfil our cherished
desire. We can take a vow to make it possible on this two
hundredth year of this illustrious institution.

Thank you ladies and gentlemen and particularly to the
vice chancellor and others for inviting me to be present on
this great occasion.

Thank you and I wish you all success. Jai Hind!!!

(Transcribed from the speech)
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Dr. Manmohan Singh

Hon'ble Former Prime Minister of India
200" Founders' Day Celebration

DEROZIO HALL, 20™ JANUARY 2017

ignitaries and executives of Presidency Alumni
DAssociation, Vice Chancellor of Presidency

University, learned professors and members of
the faculty, distinguished alumni, students, ladies and
gentlemen.

It is a great honour to be invited to the bi-centenary
celebrations of Presidency University.

I have had the privilege of knowing many illustrious
Presidency faculty and alumni. Professor Sukhamoy
Chakravarty was a dear friend, as is Professor Amartya
Sen. As a Member of Parliament and Speaker Lok Sabha,
Shri Somnath Chatterjee was always very kind to me. I
had many fruitful exchanges with Shri Jyoti Basu and Shri
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee - two very distinguished Chief
Ministers of West Bengal. I also had useful discussions on
economic policies with Shri Asim Dasgupta, the former
Finance Minister of the Government of West Bengal. Shri
Amit Mitra, who is now the Finance Minister of West
Bengal, was my student at the Delhi School of Economics.
There are many more examples of how my life has been
enriched by Presidency — for which I am deeply grateful.

The Hindoo College was established in 1817 as a civil
society initiative in which the great Raja Ram Mohan Roy
played a pioneering role. Renamed as Presidency College
of Bengal, it became a government-run institution in 1855
and befittingly started to admit meritorious students from
all communities. Over the years it emerged as the most
celebrated educational institution in India for almost all
areas of humanistic and scientific knowledge. Its journey
continues with the latest milestone being reached in 2010,
when the Government of West Bengal conferred on it the
status of a University.

I was the first member of my family to go to a university.
My grandfather was illiterate and my father only studied
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till middle school. Although my father encouraged me to
work with him in his dry fruit shop, I was keen to go to
college and to study economics. This, I believed, would
enable me to understand the reasons for India's poverty. I
also believed that it would help me find practical solutions
that would take the country forward. I was not to be
disappointed.

My interest in economics deepened through the years that
I spent at Panjab University, followed by the Universities
of Cambridge and Oxford. At each stage I was fortunate
to obtain scholarships that allowed me the opportunity
to study at these fine institutions. Those were exciting
days and there was much to learn and to absorb. Under
the guidance of dedicated faculty members, I realised the
value of extensive reading and critical thinking. Although
economics was my passion, I came to appreciate multi-
disciplinary principles and inter-disciplinary approaches.
There was also plenty to engage with apart from academics.
Politicians, social reformers and business leaders of diverse
persuasions gave talks on important issues of the day.
There were heated debates and lively discussions. And the
company of bright young minds contributed immensely to
my intellectual growth.

I believe that every university must give its students the
freedom to pursue knowledge — even where that knowledge
may be at odds with established intellectual and social
traditions. We must guard this freedom zealously.

In his seminal work - Idea of a University, Cardinal John
Henry Newman said that a university is the place:

“.. in which the intellect may safely range and speculate,
sure to find its equal in some antagonist activity, and its
judge in the tribunal of truth. It is a place where inquiry
is pushed forward, and discoveries verified and perfected,



True nationalism is found where
our students, our citizens, are
encouraged to think freely and
to speak freely, where dissent is
encouraged and not suppressed.
It is only by constructive
engagement with dissent that
we can truly build a stronger,
more cohesive, self-sustaining
democracy. India can and must
do this. We are a mature, vital
democracy. We are not afraid
to look at ourselves and think
about how we can do better.
Our willingness and ability to
engage with dissent is a sign of
our inherent strength.

and rashness rendered innocuous, and error exposed,
by the collision of mind with mind, and knowledge
with knowledge”

Regrettably, independent thinking and free expression
at Indian universities are under threat today. Political
interference in university curriculum and academic
appointments is highly short-sighted. Recent attempts to
interfere with free expression of the student community
in Hyderabad Central University and Jawaharlal Nehru
University are of particular concern. Attempts to suppress
peaceful dissent are not only inimical to learning, they are
also undemocratic. We must make every effort to protect
the autonomy of our universities, and to foster the right of
our students to express ideas that powerful interests may
not agree with.

We are witnessing around the world a rise in neo-nationalist
tendencies responding to populism and directing hatred

against backward classes and minorities. In disregarding
reason and rationality, and in privileging raw emotion,
these tendencies can be extremely destructive. We must
protect India from this trend, and universities have a vital
role to play in this regard. For it is our universities that
prepare Indian citizens to distinguish fact from fiction,
to disregard propaganda, and to be unafraid to speak
their minds.

True nationalism is found where our students, our
citizens, are encouraged to think freely and to speak
freely, where dissent is encouraged and not suppressed.
It is only by constructive engagement with dissent that
we can truly build a stronger, more cohesive, self-
sustaining democracy. India can and must do this. We
are a mature, vital democracy. We are not afraid to look
at ourselves and think about how we can do better. Our
willingness and ability to engage with dissent is a sign of
our inherent strength.

In December 1947, four months after Independence,
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru gave an important speech at
Allahabad University. He observed:

“A university stands for humanism, for tolerance, for
reason, for progress, for the adventure of ideas and for
the search for truth. It stands for the onward march of
the human race towards even higher objectives . . . A vast
responsibility . . . rests on our universities . . . They have
to keep their lights burning and must not stray from the
right path even when passion convulses the multitude
and blinds many amongst those whose duty it is to set an
example to others”

Pandit ji recognised that our national objective was “a
strong, free and democratic India where every citizen has
an equal place and full opportunity of growth and service,
where present-day inequalities in wealth and status have
ceased to be, where our vital impulses are directed to
creative and cooperative endeavour”.
said, “communalism, separatism, isolation, untouchability,
bigotry, and exploitation of man by man have no place ...
all this business of Hindu and Muslim and Christian and
Sikh must cease in so far as our political life is concerned
and we must build a united but composite nation where
both individual and national freedom are secure”

In such an India,” he

Panditji's words are just as true today as they were in
1947. India is a country with vast potential. Among her
countless assets are her young people who depend on



universities like Presidency to prepare them to be critical
thinking, contributing members of Indian society. But
notwithstanding almost 70 years of progress made since
Independence, we have much to do.

India must grow — and grow rapidly — to find pragmatic
solutions to the problems of poverty and inequality, and
to create a climate in which internal tensions can be
resolved without recourse to violence. We have to find
effective means to address the systemic disadvantages
suffered by individuals on account of their caste, tribe,
religion or gender. Adequate attention has to be paid to
education and to health to facilitate these outcomes. We
have to evolve strategies which will provide productive
job opportunities for 10 to 12 million new entrants to the
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labour force every year. At the same time, we must ensure
that our environmental resources - land, water and air
- are appropriately managed to make our development
sustainable.

For 200 years, Presidency University has played an
indispensable role in the progress of our great country, in
the pursuit of knowledge, and in preparing our polity for
self-inquiry and critical thinking. Our country is fortunate
to have an institution of such immense capability and
stature ready to play this role for countless more centuries
to come.

Honourable Vice Chancellor, members of the faculty, staff,

students and alumni of Presidency University, may your
path be blessed.

—— o o E—
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THE EVENTS OF THE BICENTENARY CELEBRATIONS

Birth Centenary Celebration of Bikash
Roy

18" December, 2016 - As a curtain raiser to the
celebration, the
commemorated the birth centenary of the legendary
actor and alumnus of the college, Bikash Roy. The event
comprised a discussion punctuated with the screening of
an audio-visual on the late actor and was organized at the
Nandan II auditorium. The widely-praised documentary
on the life and work of Bikash Roy was created by Shri
Mainak Sengupta and Sm Urmi Chatterji and coordinated
by Sm Kathakali Jana. Shri Amitava Nag and Sm Durba
Bandyopadhyay also contributed towards making the
documentary a comprehensive one. Shri Jawhar Sircar was
instrumental in helping gather archival material from AIR
Kolkata to enrich the film. Shri Soumitra Chattopadhyay
and Shri Jagannath Bose talked on the life and work of
the late actor while the entire programme was moderated
by Shri Jawhar Sircar. An impassioned letter written by
alumnus Shri Sumit Roy, son of Bikash Roy, applauding
the Alumni Association for taking up this project, was read
out by Sm Kathakali Jana, who anchored the programme.
The media coverage for the event was excellent.

bicentennial Alumni  Association

Heritage Walk

15" January, 2017 - The second curtain raiser was the
Heritage Walk of the Presidency family. The first ever
Heritage Walk was historical in terms of its magnitude,
composition and colour. The event was flagged off by
Swami Purnatmanandaji Maharaj at 10 am from the
ancestral house of Swami Vivekananda, an alumnus of
the college albeit for a short while. The procession was
a unique one for the city. Two stallions upholding the
banner of Presidency Alumni Association were in the
front. Vintage cars carrying senior alumni members
like Shri Jyotirmoy Pal Chaudhuri, Shri Animesh Sen
and Sm Rakhi Sarkar followed the team led on foot
by Shri Sankha Ghosh, Sm Bharati Roy, Shri Anindya
Mitra, Shri Jayanta Mitra, Shri Amal Mukhopadhyay,
Shri Bikash Sanyal, Shri Jawhar Sircar, Shri Sugata

Bose, Shri Sutirtha Bhattacharyya, Shri Suman
Chattopadhyay and many other eminent alumni. Two
iconic personalities of Presidency, Dilipda and Pramodda,
rode a decorated phaeton. The first Vice Chancellor
of the University, Sm Amita Chatterjee, and former
principals of the college Shri Nitai Charan Mukherjee,
Shri Amal Mukhopadhyay, Shri Amitava Chatterjee,
Shri Sanjib Ghosh and Sm Mamata Ray joined the
walk. Alumni and students marched together through
Bidhan Sarani singing Rabindrasangeet, selected by
Shri Sankha Ghosh and led by alumnus Sm Rajashree
Bhattacharyya. A colourful tableau exhibiting the history
of Hindoo/Presidency followed. A huge crowd had
gathered to watch the Heritage Walk. The Kolkata Police
escorted the procession keeping the stretch between the
starting point and Presidency University free from traffic.
Around 2,000 persons walked that morning to celebrate
the bicentenary of their alma mater. Sm Anuradha Lohia,
Vice Chancellor, the Registrar of the University, and
teachers received the procession at the University gate at
around noon. A cultural function was organized on the
grounds by the students. The Vice Chancellor hosted a
sumptuous lunch for all participants. Especially designed
T-shirts, badges and mugs were sold from the alumni
counter on the university ground. The entire progarmme
received huge publicity on the e/print media.

200" Founders’ Day Celebration

20" January, 2017 - The celebration started with a tribute
to the Founders’ at the Arts Library at 11 am where the Vice
Chancellor, teachers, President, Chairman, Bicentennial
Celebration Committee and the Secretary of the Alumni
Association were present. 200 balloons were released from
the college ground. The session started at noon at the
Derozio Hall. Dr. Manmohan Singh, former Prime
Minister of India, delivered the 200" Founders’ Day
address. Shri Anindya Mitra, Chairman of the Bicentennial
Celebration Committee delivered the welcome address
and Shri Bivas Chaudhuri, Secretary, offered the vote of
thanks. The special bicentennial edition of the Autumn
Annual 2016-17 was released by Dr Manmohan Singh.



Prof Sukanta Chaudhuri, introduced by Sm Kathakali
Jana, was honoured with the Atul Chandra Gupta
Distinguished Alumnus Award by Dr Manmohan Singh.
Sm Urmi Chatterji conducted the entire event. The Vice
Chancellor hosted a special lunch for Dr. Manmohan
Singh and his wife Sm Gursharan Kaur at which
distinguished guests and executive members of the alumni
association were also present. The Alumni Association
organized an annual reunion with lunch on the grounds of
the University and it was attended by a very large number
of members from Presidency family. Like every year, the
reunion programme continued through the afternoon.

At 5 pm, Presidency University had the privilege of the
presence of His Excellency Shri Pranab Mukherjee, the
President of India, His Excellency Shri Keshari Nath
Tripathi, the Governor of West Bengal, and Dr. Partha
Chatterjee, Minister-in-Charge, Department of Education,
Government of West Bengal on the dais of the Derozio Hall.
Shri Bivas Chaudhuri, Secretary, presented a memento of
the Presidency Alumni Association, especially designed by
P C Chandra, to the President of India. Shri Jayanta Mitra
delivered the welcome address and Shri Anindya Mitra
offered the vote of thanks. The audience was enriched by
the bicentennial speech delivered by His Excellency, the
President of India. He also awarded the Presidency Alumni
Gold Medals to the toppers of undergraduate Arts and
Science in the year 2016, viz., Sm Dipasree Hazra and
Sm Banhisikha Ghosh. A cash award of Rs. 25,000/~ was
presented to each of them. Sm Urmi Chatterji coordinated
the function.

An Evening with Ustad Rashid Khan

The day-long programme ended with a performance of
classical music at the Derozio Hall by Ustad Rashid Khan
accompanied by Pandit Tanmoy Bose on the Tabla, Shri
Jyoti Guho on the Harmonium and Shri Allah Rakha
Kalawant on the Sarangi. The audience was enthralled by
the rendition which brought the memorable day to an end.

Past vs Present Cricket Match

The cricket match between the past and the present students
was held at the Eden Gardens on 11" February, 2017. Shri
Biswarup De was instrumental in getting permission to use
the facilities of the Eden Gardens free of cost. Renowned
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Bengal cricket icons of yesteryears, Shri Gopal Bose,
Shri Chuni Goswami and Shri Raju Mukherjee were
invited on the occasion. All players were given a special
bicentennial jersey and a medal from the Alumni
Association. The lunch for the players was arranged in the
players’ room by Bijoli Grill. The past team won the match
with 7 wickets to spare. Shri Raju Mukherjee distributed
the medals to all participants and handed over the trophy
to the winning team.

Cultural Programme

The life, as well as, work of the firebrand thinker and
teacher, Henry Louis Vivian Derozio, is the subject of Utpal
Dutts play Jhor, which was staged by the Alumni
Association at Sisir Mancha on the evening of 21 February,
2017. Directed by alumnus Bitanbindu Bandopadhyay, the
play befitted the bicentennial celebration of the institution,
with alumni and theatre personalities Shri Bibhas
Chakraborty and Shri Arun Mukhopadhyay in advisory
roles. The actors in Jhor included current students as well
as alumni. The cast comprised Shri Mainak Sengupta, Shri
Anindya Mitra, Shri Biswajit Dutta, Shri Bishanbindu
Bandopadhyay, Shri Devashis Sen, Shri Gurupada Mitra,
Shri Arnab Khashnabis, Shri Haraprasad Chakrabarty,
Shri Sushrooto Chattopadhyay, Shri Bibaswan Basu, Shri
Rajarshi Sen, Shri Amartya Choudhury, Shri Prithibi
Biswas, Shri Souptik Majumdar, Shri Ranajit Das, Shri
Tarun Chattopadhyay, Shri Debesh Chakraborty, Shri
Badal Lahiri, Shri Indrajit Bandopadhyay, Sm Sukriti
Lahori Sinha, Sm Bijetri Bandopadhyay, Sm Urmi Chatterji,
Sm Kathakali Jana and Shri Bitanbindu Bandopadhyay. All
logistical coordination for Jhor was done by Sm Kathakali
Jana and Sm Urmi Chatterji.

Seminar

A seminar on Women Empowerment: Beliefs and Balances
was organised in collaboration with the Bengal Chambers
of Commerce and Industries on 6™ March, 2017 at
the Williamson Magor Hall. The speakers were Prof.
Prasanta Roy, Sm Alokananda Roy, Sm Shamlu Dudeja,
Sm Swati Bhattacharjee, Shri Subhodip Ghosh and Shri
Bivas Chaudhuri. The discussion was moderated by Sm
Monideepa Banerjee. A pledge was taken by the Alumni
Association to stand by the survivors of acid attack through
the Acid Survivors Foundation, India.
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119



FROM THE ALBUM
200" Founders' Day Celebration
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FROM THE ALBUM
Bijoya Sammilani
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FROM THE ALBUM
Bijoya Sammilani
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FROM THE ALBUM
Commemorative Dinner at Governor's House

FROM THE ALBUM

Heritage Walk
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FROM THE ALBUM
Touching Lives
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FROM THE ALBUM
Past vs Present Cricket Match at Eden Gardens
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FROM THE ALBUM

Play - Jhor
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FROM THE ALBUM
Seminar
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Anindya Kumar Mitra
History 1951-1955
Called to Bar from Lincoln, UK;
former Additional Solicitor General
of India, former Advocate General
for the State of West Bengal

Bivas Chaudhuri
Statistics 1980-1983
Professor, Statistics, All India
Institute of Hygiene and Public
Health, Government of India

Jayanta Aikat
Statistics 1981-1984
‘West Bengal Civil Service

Jayanta Kumar Mitra
Economics 1954-58
Called to Bar from the Middle
Temple, UK; Advocate General for
the State of West Bengal.

Urmi Chatterji
Zoology 1986-1989
Faculty, University of Calcutta

Milan Bhowmik
Statistics 1972-1975
Retired CEO, Shikshayatan
Foundation

Amit Choudhury
Physics 1983-1986
Head, HCL Technologies Ltd.,
Eastern India.

Executive Council 2017-2018

Alak Banerjee
Bengali 1966-1969
Advocate, Calcutta High Court.

Prasanta Ray
Political Science 1960-1965
Emeritus Professor, Department of
Sociology, Presidency University
and Honorary Visiting Professor,
Institute of Development Studies

Devashish Sen
Physiology 1977-1980
Faculty, Department of Life
Sciences, Presidency University

Lopamudra Dutta, Gupta
Philosophy 1972-75
Social worker

Champak Bhattacharya
English 1975 - 1978
Indian Police Service.

Kathakali Jana
English 1986-1991
Arts administrator and dance critic

Kamal Kali Kundu (Poddar)
1967-1970
Social Activist



About Us...

Madhusree Ghosh
Sanskrit 1961-1964
Retired from Maharani Kasiswari
College Kolkata

Patrali Ghosh
Philosophy 1985-1990
Associate Professor, Vidyasagar
College For Women

Sanchita Mukherjee
Philosophy 1985-1988
Assistant Secretary, West Bengal
Council of Higher Secondary
Education
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Executive Council 2017-2018

Animesh Sen
Geology 1957-1960
Business

Swati Thakur Chakrabarti
Bengali 1985-88
Social worker and teacher

Subha Sankar Sarkar Kamal Kanti Ghosh
Geology 1973-1976 Mathematics 1966-1969
Vice Chancellor, Netaji Subhas Retired from KMDA
Open University
Kaushick Saha Ajanta Dey

Mathematics 1985-88
Environmental activist

Geology 1985-88
‘West Bengal Civil Services

Sanjay Kumar Rai
Hindi 1981-1984
Ministry of Defence, Government
of India

Kanchan Dutta
Economics 1980-1983
Partner, KGRS & Co.

Sandip Kar
Statistics 1991-1994
President & Regional Head, YES
BANK Ltd.

Rahul Saha
English 2008-2014
Acquisition Manager
Aegon Life

Turna Pain
Botany 2011-2013
Research Fellow
University of Calcutta
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Sayantan Adhikari
Physiology/Biological Sciences 2010-2015
Research Fellow, Life Sciences
Presidency University



AUTUMN

English 1954-56
Eminent Writer
Editor-in-Chief Autumn Annual

Statistics 1980-83

Professor of Statistics, All India Institute of Hygiene
and Public Health, Govt. of India

Secretary, Presidency Alumni Association

Physics 1980-83
Senior Professor, Department of Theoretical Physics
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Mumbai

Philosophy 1980-83
Resident Editor, Millennium Post, Kolkata

Economics 1973-76
Author and former Civil Servant

Chemistry 1959-61
Faculty, Chemistry Department, Presidency College

Economics 1961-64
Indian Administrative Service (Retd.)

Philosophy 1984-87
Poet, Indian Audit & Accounts Service, Principal AG, Odisha

Political Science 1980-83
Chief Managet, Punjab National Bank

Political Science 1979-83
News Editor, Ganashakti, Kolkata

Zoology 1986-89
Professor, Department of Zoology, University of Calcutta
Joint Secretary, Presidency Alumni Association

Reader in Bengali 1999-2003, Presidency College
Poet and essayist

English 1990-93
Associate Professor, Department of English
Scottish Church College

Philosophy 1971-74
Professor, Department of Humanities ¢~ Social Sciences
IIT Kharagpur

English 1986-89
Arts administrator and dance critic

Philosophy 1989-92
Professor, Ramkrishna Mission Vidyamandir, Belur, Howrah

Bengali 1991-96
Associate Professor, Scottish Church College

History 1989-93
Art historian and heritage consultant

Political Science 1983-88
Vice President, Corporate Communications and Public Affairs
Soft Bank International

Bengali 1982-85
Associate Professor, Victoria Institution
Stage, television soap and film actor



| 2017-2018 [
GIVING to

Presidency Alumni Association

e

PRESIDENCY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION CALCUTTA
86/1, College Street, Kolkata 700 073
registered under the FCRA, 2010
is authorised to receive donations from foreign sources as permissible.

It is also registered u/s 12A of Income Tax Act and the donation shall qualify
for deduction u/s 80G(5)(vi) of the Income Tax, 1961
subject to fulfillment of conditions.

o

Space donated by

A Well Wisher
(D)
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With Best Compliments

from

GLOBE ROADWAYS

With Best Wishes

from

K.N. GUPTA & ASSOCIATES




With Best Compliments

from

LAXMI INDUSTRIAL BOTTLING PLANT
SONARI, COOCH BEHAR

With Best Wishes

K.N. GUPTA & ASSOCIATES




— 2017-2018 _

With Best Compliments

from

UMA HALDER

NEW MADHABPUR, DIAMOND HARBOUR
24 PARGANAS (S), PIN 743331

Well Wishes

from

BENGAL EMAMI AUTO HI-TECH
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Space donated by
Dr. Sanghamitra Mukherjee (alumnus)

In fond memory of her beloved parents:-

Prof Kamala Moni Basu & Shri Ramani Mohan Ghose

Alumni of erstwhile Presidency College
Department of Philosophy




