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2018-2019

Presidency Alumni Association
Office Bearers | Members of The Executive Council | 2018-2019

Chief Patron (ex-officio)
Anuradha Lohia
Vice Chancellor
Presidency University

President
Nabaneeta Dev Sen

Vice Presidents 
Animesh Sen 
Sutirtha Bhattacharya

Secretary
Bivas Chaudhuri

Joint Secretary
Urmi Chatterji

Assistant Secretaries
Devasish Sen
Lopamudra Dutta Gupta
Kathakali Jana

Treasurer
Amit Choudhury
 

Members
Alak Banejree
Atanu Kumar Raha
Anindya Kumar Mitra
Biswarup Dey
Chaitali Brahma
Champak Bhattacharyya
Jayanta Aikat
Jayanta Kumar Mitra
Kamal Kali Kundu 
Madhusree Ghosh 
Manashi Roy
Prasanta Roy
Rahul Saha
Rakhi Sarkar
Sandip Kar
Sanjay Rai
Sayantan Adhikary
Shromona Ghosh
Sugata Marjit
Turna Pain
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Subcommittees
Editorial & 
Publication Board

Editor-in-chief
Nabaneeta Dev Sen

Editor
Sugata Marjit

Members-in-charge
Kathakali Jana
Urmi Chatterji

Editorial Board 
Chaitali Brahma 
Dipankar Chowdhury 
Paula Banerjee
Prasadranjan Ray 
Prasanta Roy
Shoumyo (Tathagata) 
Dasgupta

Global Outreach & 
Alumni Relations

Chairperson
Sandip Kar

Convenors
Amit Choudhury
Arpita Mukhopadhyay

Members
Tilak Mitra
Trisha Chanda

Seminar

Chairpersons
Swapan Datta
Manashi Ray

Convenor
Devasish Sen

Members
Arpita Mukhopadhyay
Jayanta Aikat
Lopamudra Dutta Gupta
Monoj Moitra
Monotosh Dasgupta
Ratna Sengupta
Sauvik Majumdar

Reunion & Sports

Chairperson
Champak Bhattacharyya

Convenor
Biswarup De

Members
Bibaswan Basu 
Partha Das
Rahul Saha
Sayantan Adhikari 
Turna Pain

Cultural

Chairperson
Urmi Chatterji

Convenor
Shromona Ghosh

Members
Arpita Mukhopadhyay
Bibhas Chakraborty
Bitanbindu Bandyopadhyay
Kamal Kali Kundu
Kathakali Jana
Mainak Sengupta
Sukriti Lahari

Membership

Chairperson
Jayanta Aikat

Convenor
Turna Pain

Members
Bibaswan Basu
Partha Das
Rahul Saha
Sayantan Adhikary

Debate & Academic

Chairperson
Atanu Raha

Convenor
Madhusree Ghosh

Members
Chaitali Brahma
Devasish Sen
Pradeep Gooptu
Ramsebak Bandyopadhyay
Rupa Bandyopadhyay
Sayantan Adhikari
Shakti Bhattacharya
Shromona Ghosh

Social Responsibility

Chairpersons
Ajanta Dey
Biswarup De

Convenor
Swati Thakur Chakraborty

Members
Aparna Roy
Bisakha Sarkar
Madhusree Ghosh
Nandini Das
Patrali Dey
Sanchita Mukherjee
Sandip Kar
Sanjay Bhattacharyya
Sanjay Rai
Shoumyo (Tathagata) 
Dasgupta

Merchandise & 
Office Management

Chairperson
Lopamudra Dutta Gupta

Convenor
Sanjay Rai

Members
Ardhendu Bikash Sharma
Bijoli Mullick
Kathakali Jana
Sayantan Adhikary
Sreyoshi Ghosh
Swapan Kumar Das
Swati Thakur Chakraborty

Note: President,Vice-Presidents are permanent invitees, Secretary and Joint Secretary are ex-officio members  of all sub-committees.
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2018-2019

Former Editors-in-Chief and Editors
Year Editor-in-Chief Editor
1960 Atul Chandra Gupta Amulyadhan Mukherjee
1961 Srikumar Banerjee Amulyadhan Mukherjee

1962 Srikumar Banerjee Amulyadhan Mukherjee

1963 Srikumar Banerjee Subodh Chandra Sengupta

1964 Srikumar Banerjee Subodh Chandra Sengupta

1965 Srikumar Banerjee Subodh Chandra Sengupta

1967 Srikumar Banerjee Subodh Chandra Sengupta

1968 Srikumar Banerjee Subodh Chandra Sengupta

1980-81 Subodh Chandra Sengupta –

1981-82 Subodh Chandra Sengupta Pratap Chandra Chunder

1982-83 Subodh Chandra Sengupta Pratap Chandra Chunder

1983-84 Subodh Chandra Sengupta Hiranmay Banerjee
Pratap Chandra Chunder

1984-85 Subodh Chandra Sengupta Hiranmay Banerjee
Pratap Chandra Chunder

1985-86 Subodh Chandra Sengupta Pratap Chandra Chunder
Sankarsan Roy

1987-88 Subodh Chandra Sengupta Pratap Chandra Chunder
1988-89 Asok Mitra
1989-90 Subodh Chandra Sengupta Pratap Chandra Chunder

Sankarsan Roy

1990-91 Subodh Chandra Sengupta Pratap Chandra Chunder
Sankarsan Roy

1991-92 Subodh Chandra Sengupta Pratap Chandra Chunder
Debajyoti Das

1992-93 Subodh Chandra Sengupta Debajyoti Das
Atindra Mohan Gun

1993-94 Subodh Chandra Sengupta Debajyoti Das
Atindra Mohan Gun
Kajal Sengupta

1994-95 Subodh Chandra Sengupta Debajyoti Das
199596 Subodh Chandra Sengupta Debajyoti Das

1996-97 Subodh Chandra Sengupta Debajyoti Das

1998-99 Amalendu Das Gupta Manotosh Das Gupta
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Year Editor-in-Chief Editor
1999-2000 Amalendu Das Gupta Nityapriya Ghosh

2000-01 Amalendu Das Gupta Anjali Mookherjee

2001-02 Amalendu Das Gupta Anjali Mookherjee

2002-03 Amalendu Das Gupta Anjali Mookherjee

2003-04 Amalendu Das Gupta Anjali Mookherjee

2004-05 Amalendu Das Gupta Nityapriya Ghosh

2005-06 Tapan Raychaudhuri Nityapriya Ghosh

2006-07 Tapan Raychaudhuri Nityapriya Ghosh

2007-08 Tapan Raychaudhuri Nityapriya Ghosh

2008-09 Tapan Raychaudhuri Nityapriya Ghosh

2009-10 Tapan Raychaudhuri Nityapriya Ghosh

2010-11 Nabaneeta Dev Sen Shyamaprasad Mukherjee

2011-12 Nabaneeta Dev Sen Shyamaprasad Mukherjee

2012-13 Nabaneeta Dev Sen Shyamaprasad Mukherjee

2013-14 Nabaneeta Dev Sen Shyamaprasad Mukherjee

2014-15 Nabaneeta Dev Sen Mamata Ray

2015-16 Nabaneeta Dev Sen Mamata Ray

2016-17 Nabaneeta Dev Sen Editorial Board

2017-18 Nabaneeta Dev Sen Editorial Board

2018-19 Nabaneeta Dev Sen Sugata Marjit
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ENDOWMENT LIST OF PRESIDENCY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Sl. 
No. Endowment Name Value

(1) Criteria Type of 
Prize Endowed by

1 Satyabrata Ghosh Memorial 
Prize

1,00,000

Highest marks in BSc Part-II 
Physics
Highest CGPA in BSc final
Physics

Two cash 
prizes

Dalia Datta

2. Balai Charan Roy Memorial 
Prize 30,000

Highest marks in MSc
Physics

Book prize Gopendra Nath Roy

3 Sisir Kumar Mazumder
Endowment Lecture 1,00,000

Oration in Science & 
Humanities

Honorarium  
to lecturer

Sisir Kumar 
Mazumder

4 Sumit Kumar Roy Memorial 
Prize 1,00,000

Highest marks in BSc
Life Sciences

Cash prize Swapna Roy

5 Panchanan Pal Memorial Prize 15,000 Highest marks in BSc Maths Cash prize Prasanta Pal
6 Anathnath Dey Memorial Prize 50,000 Highest mark in MSc Maths Cash prize Amarnath Dey
7 Ramani Mohan Ghosh & 

Kamala Moni Basu Prize
1,00,000 Highest marks in BA 

Philosophy
Gold medal Sanghamitra 

Mukherjee
8 Sudhansu Dasgupta Memorial

Debate
3,00,000 Annual Inter College Debate Cash prize Nandita Dasgupta

9 Presidency Alumni  
Association Gold Medal 4,65,000

Highest marks in BA (Hons.)
Highest marks in BSc (Hons.)

Gold medal 
& Cash prize

Presidency Alumni
Trust Fund

10 Ahindra Nath Das & Nilima 
Das Gold  Medal 1,00,000

Highest marks in MSc
Life Sciences

Gold medal Swapan Kumar Das

ENDOWMENT LIST OF PRESIDENCY COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY

Name of the Endowment Fund  Name & Address of the Donor
Amal Bhattacharji Memorial Fund Smt. Sukumari Bhattacharji, 239A, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Road, 

Kolkata-700047
Tarapada Mukherjee Memorial Fund Prof. Asoke Kumar Mukherjee, Prof. of English, Presidency College, 

Kolkata, 30B Anil  Roy Road, Kolkata 29
Bivabati Sarkar Memorial Fund Manjari Basu, 53/1, Badan Roy Lane, Kolkata-10
Bani Basu Memorial Prize Not available
Bani Basu Memorial Prize Not available
Himani  Devi Memorial Prize Sri Kamal Kumar Ghatak, P-60, C.I.T. Road, Scheme-52 Kolkata-14
Ajoy Chandra Banerjee Memorial Fund Smt. Manju Banerjee, 57, Pataldanga Street, Kolkata-9
Suryya Kumar Das Memorial Prize Smt. Manjusree Das, Sri Amit Kumar Das, Sri Sumit Kumar Das, EE-193, 

Flat No.- 3, Sector-II, Salt Lake, Kolkata-91
Nitish Ch. Chakraborti Memorial Fund Debanjan Chakrabarti, A-11/10, E.C.T.P. Phase-II, Kolkata-78
Rajendra Kishore Memorial Prize N.C Basu Roy chowdhury.D/A/87 sector 1, Salt lake.Kolkata 64
Chandan Kr. Bhattacharyya Memorial 
Fund

Atasi Bhattacharyya, Flat No.-12, Surendranath Buildings, 238, Maniktala 
Main Road, Kolkata- 54

Naresh Chandra Chakraborti Memorial Fund Debanjan Chakrabarti, A-11/10, E.C.T.P. Phase-II, Kolkata-78,
Lilabati Ray Memorial Fund Debanjan Chakrabarti, A-11/10, E.C.T.P. Phase-II, Kolkata-78
Nirmal Kanti Majumdar Endowment Fund Mukul kumar Majumdar, Uris Hall, 4th Floor, Cornell University, 

ITACHI, New York, mukul_majumdar@yahoo.com
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Name of the Endowment Fund  Name & Address of the Donor
Dr. Haraprasad Mitra Memorial Prize Dr. Namita Mitra, W2B Type of House (Phase-III), Flat No. -B/16/2, Golf 

Green Urban Complex, Kolkata-45
Dr. Pravas Jiban Chaudhuri Memorial 
Fund

Smt. Ashabari Chaudhuri, 82B, Bondel Road, Kolkata-19

Late Shyamapada Bhattacharyya 
Memorial Fund

Ajit Kumar Bhattacharyya, 2/11, Hazarhat Kalitala Lane, Howrah-711104

Deptt. of Sociology Foundation 
Commemoration Fund

Dr. Prasanta Roy, BK 365 Salt Lake, Sector II, Kolkata 91,

Prof. Nirmal Ch. Basu Roy Chaudhuri 
Memorial Fund

Bela Basu Roy Chaudhury, DA-87, Sector-I, Salt Lake City, Kolkata-64

Dr. Satinath Bagchi Memorial Fund Sri Pratul Kumar Bagchi, 1, Haripada Dutta Lane, P.O. - Beadon Street, 
Kolkata-6

The Late Ramanuja Pattu Aiyenger 
Memorial Fund

Sarayu Aiyenger, 49/1, I Main Road, Raja Annamalaipuram, 
Chennai-600028; Satyavrata Samavedi, Assistant Professor, IIT 
Hyderabad, satyavratas@gmail. com (9444008633)

Makhan Lal Sarkar Memorial Fund Manjari Basu, 53/1, Badan Roy Lane, Kolkata-10
Parthasarathi Gupta Memorial Fund Dr. Parimal Krishna Sen, Ex- head of the Department of Chemistry, 

Presidency college; 22875809
Priyada Ranjan Roy Memorial Book Prize Sri Dilip  Kumar Roy, Bejoy Tower, Flat-C-1, 9, Hindusthan Park, 

Kolkata-29
Prof. Pratul Ch. Rakshit Fund P.C. Rakshit Birthday Celebration Committee of Presidency College
Cunninghum Memorial Prize Not available
Acharyya Prafulla Ch. Ray Centenary Prize Not available
Prof. S C Mahalanabish Memorial Prize Dr.Sachchidananda Banerjee.23B, Tarasankar Sarani.Kolkata 37
Aparajita Chattopadhyay Memorial Fund Arun Kumar Chattopadhyay & Purabi Chattopadhyay, CK-245,  Sector-II, 

Salt Lake, Kolkata-91
Dhirendra Nath Chatterjee Memorial fund Dr. Tarapada Chatterjee, 46/11-T, Becharam Chatterjee Road, Kolkata-34
Prof. Sivatosh Mookherjee Memorial Fund Re-Union  Committee of the Deptt. Of Zoology of Presidency College
U N Ghoshal Prize Not available
Debasish Chandra Memorial Prize Not available
Konkana Chakraborty Memorial Book Prize Runa Chakraborty & Nirmalansu Chakraborty, P-190/B 93, Diamond 

Park, Diamond Harbour Road, Kolkata-104
Geographical Institute Book Prize Geographical Institute, Deptt. Of Geography, Presidency College, Kolkata
Nihar Ranjan Dutta Memorial Prize Not available
Prof Achintya Kr. Mukherjee Memorial Fund Physiological Institute of the Deptt. Of Physiology, Presidency College, 

Kolkata
Chitralekha Mukherjee Memorial Book Prize Smt. Debatri Banerjee, 21, Sandford Road, Bristol, B.S.84 QG, UK
Shivatosh Mukherjee Memorial Prize for 
Mol. Bio. & Genetics

Zoology Deptt. Of Presidency College

Nirode Baran Bakshi Memorial Prize Not available
Nirode Baran Bakshi Memorial Prize Not available
Scindia silver medal and Gwalior book 
prize

Not available

Ashin Dasgupta Book Prize Smt. Uma Dasgupta, 4 / 104, Udita Apartments, 1050 /1, Survey Park, 
Kolkata 700 075
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Name of the Endowment Fund  Name & Address of the Donor
Narayan Chandra Ghosh Memorial 
Trust Fund

Smt. Bina Ghosh, 1/2, Hindusthan Road, Kolkata-29

Late Jyotish Chandra Roy  Memorial 
Prize

Sri Syamal Kumar Roy, Amrit Kutir, 673, Diamond Harbour Road, 
Behala, Kolkata-34

Late Satish Chandra Banerjea Memorial 
Prize

Sri Atish Ranjan Banerjea, 28 B, Kalicharan Ghosh Road, Kolkata-50

Prof. Amulyadhan Mukherjee Birth 
Centenary Prize

Prof. Amit Mukherjee, Uttarayan Housing Estate, Flat No.-B-8-5, 102, 
B.T.Road, Kolkata-108

Dr. Syamal Kumar Chattopadhyay 
Memorial fund

Pradip Kumar Chattapadhyay, 61/1, Moore Avenue, Kolkata-40

Late Punyalekha Banerjea Memorial 
Prize

Sri Atish Ranjan Banerjea, 28 B, Kalicharan Ghosh Road, Kolkata-50

Kuruvila Zachariah Memorial Prize Miss Sheila Zachariah, 167, Crookston Road, London,U.K.
Late Khagendra Pal Chaudhuri 
Memorial Fund

Jyotirmoy Palchaudhuri, BC-155, Sector-I, Salt Lake, Kolkata-64;

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Fund Sri Shyam Sundar Basak, C/O Ashok Kr. Basu, 32, Sri Gopal Mallick 
Lane, Kolkata-12

Sir Ashutosh Mukherjee Memorial Fund Sri Shyam Sundar Basak, C/O Ashok Kr. Basu, 32, Sri Gopal Mallick 
Lane, Kolkata-12

Dipak Chandra Ghosh Memorial Prize Smt. Bina Ghosh, 1/2, Hindusthan Road, Kolkata-29
Akhil  Bhartiya Pragatishil Sultanpur 
Samaj Fund

Dr. Mata Prasad Singh, 12, Raja Subodh Mallick Square, Kolkata- 13

Manoranjan Mitra Memorial Fund Dr. Manindra Mitra, 14/2, Hindusthan Road, Kol.-29
Monindranath Saha Memorial Prize Dr. Binata Roy Chowdhury, 16, Manmatha Dutta Road, Kolkata-37
pendra Nath Brahmachari Memorial 
Fund

A.Banerjee, Secretary, Dr. U.N. Brahmachari Memorial Trust, 19, Dr. U.N. 
Brahmachari Street, kolkata-17

Ram Gopal Bhattacharyya Memorial

Endowment Fund

Purnima Bhattacharyya, P-212, J.U. Employees Housing Co-operative, 
Panchasayar, Kolkata-94

Samir Kr. Ganguly Memorial fund in 
Applied Economics

Smt. Shanta Ganguly, “DARPAN”, 50A, Purna Das road, Flat No.- 409, 
Kolkata-29

Dr. Megnath Saha Memorial Prize Sri Shyam Sundar Basak, C/O Ashok Kr. Basu, 32, Sri Gopal Mallick 
Lane, Kolkata-12

Bibhuti Bhusan Sen Memorial Fund Dr. Manindra Mitra, 14/2, Hindusthan Road, Kol.-29
Shovana Devi & Upendra Narayan 
Bhattacharya Annual Award

Sri Dip Bhattacharya, Bidhan Nivas: N6 W2, 4, Bidhan Sishu Sarani, 
Kolkata-54

Prof. P.C. Mahalanabish Memorial Prize Fund Statistics Deptt. Students’ Re-Union  Committee, 1974
Ahibhusan Chatterjee Memorial Fund Smt. Samprit Chatterjee, C/O-  Mrs. Ipsita Gupta, Superintendent’s 

Quarters, Technology Hall, 35, B.C. Road, Kolkata-19
Kamalmani Sarma Memorial Prize Dr. Manindra Das, 11B, Port Land Park, Alipore, Kolkata-27
Samir Kr. Ganguly Memorial fund in 
Physiology

Smt. Shanta Ganguly, “DARPAN”, 50A, Purna Das road, Flat No.- 409, 
Kolkata-29

Prof. Narendra Mohon Basu Memorial 
Prize

Physiological Institute of the Deptt. Of Physiology, Presidency College, 
Kolkata

Lt. Phanindra Nath Mukherjee Memo-
rial Fund

Smt. Shanta Ganguly, “DARPAN”, 50A, Purna Das road, Flat No.- 409, 
Kolkata-29
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Name of the Endowment Fund  Name & Address of the Donor
Centenary Scholarship Fund-Govt. 
Eden Hindu  Hostel

Barun Kumar Chattopadhyay, Ex-Supdt. Govt. Eden Hindu  
Hostel, 1/2 A Premchand Baral Street, Kolkata 700012;

Prof. Anil  Kumar Bhattacharya Memo-
rial Prize

Millennium Re-Union  Committee of the Statistics department of Presi-
dency College

Arnab Biswas Memorial Prize Saraswati Misra, Ex- Librarian, Presidency College, Dawnagazi Road, 
P.O.- Bally, Howrah-711201;

Paramesh Chandra Bhattacharya  
Memorial Prize

Dr. Pushpak Bhattacharyya, B-187, ANANTA, IIT Cam-
pus, POWAI, Mumbai-400076

Dr. Atul Ch. Biswas Memorial Fund Dr. Anjan Biswas, 188/62, Prince Anwar Shah Road, Lake Gardens, 
Kolkata-45

Shovik Banerjee Memorial Prize Ex- Student of the Department of Geology (1996-1999) of Presidency 
College

Lt. Mahadev Maity Memorial Book Prize Sri Shyamal Kumar Maity, Govt. rental Housing Estate, 193, 
Andul Road, Howrah-711109

Arijit  Sengupta Memorial Prize Miss Arati Roy, 18, Garcha 1st Lane, kolkata-19
Prof. Kartik Ch. Mukherjee Memorial 
Fund

Smt. Sumita Mukherjee, 11C, dhawalgiri, Anushakti Nagar, Bom-
bay-400094

Jayanta Bijoy De Memorial Scholarship Fund Sukla De, 1900 Oro Drive, Fremont, CA  94539, USA
Parimal Krishna Sen Memorial Prize Mrs. Ranu Sen, 11/3, Old Ballygunge 2nd Lane, Saptrang, Flat No.-22, 

Kolkata-19
Prof. Sukhamoy Chakraborty Memorial 
Fund

Smt. Lalita Chakraborty- Sukhamoy Chakraborty Memorial Trust, 7, 
University Marg, University Enclave, New Delhi-110007

Prof. Arun Kr. Ray Memorial Fund Smt. Rita Ray, 37 A, Hindusthan Park, Kolkata-29
Rajsekhar Bose Memorial Fund Sri Dipankar Basu, 72, Raj Sekhar Bose Sarani, Kolkata-25
Prof. Sukhamoy Chakraborty Memorial 
Fund

Smt. Lalita Chakraborty- Sukhamoy Chakraborty Memorial Trust, 7, 
University Marg, University Enclave, New Delhi-110007

Bani Bakshi Foundation Endowment P.R. Bakshi, Chairman, Bani bakshi Foundation, Happy Villa, 6, Mall 
Road, Dum Dum, Kolkata-80

Dr. Syamal Kumar Chattopadhyay 
Memorial fund

Pradip Kumar Chattapadhyay, 61/1, Moore Avenue, Kolkata-40

Taraprasad Mukherjee Memorial Fund Prof. S.P. Mukherjee, Centenary Prof. of Statistics, University College of 
Science, 35, Ballygunge Circular Road, Kolkata-19

Aparajita Memorial Fund Dr. D.K.  Chakraborty, Aparajita Memorial Charitable Trust, E-13/1, 
Karunamoyee Housing Estate, Salt Lake, Kolkata-91

Sushil Kumar Banerji Memorial Fund Smt. Ranu Banerji & Dr. Purabi Mukherji, CA-17, Sector-I, Salt Lake, 
Kolkata-64

Bholanath Das Memorial Fund Biswanath Das, Head, Deptt. Of Statistics, Presidency College, Bholanath 
Dham, 41/1 K Hazra Para Lane, PO Bali, Howrah 711201, ,

Arabinda Mukhopadhyay Memorial Fund Dr. Purabi Mukherji & Sri Rabibrata Mukherji, CA-17, Sector-I, 
Salt Lake, Kolkata-64

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookherjee Gold Medal Mrs. Arati Bhattacharji, 98-40, 64th Avenue, Apartment-8B, Rego Park, 
New York- 11374, USA

Ila Mukhopadhyay Memorial Fund Dr. Amal Kumar Mukhopadhyay, 140/20E, South Sinthee Road, 
(1st Floor) Kolkata-50

Dr. Atul Ch. Biswas Memorial Fund Dr. Anjan Biswas, 188/62, Prince Anwar Shah Road, Lake Gardens, 
Kolkata-45
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öœ…yîû ›öì•Ä xyöìŠé îûyýœ îûyöìëûîû xy‰þyëÅ ²Ìš%þÍÔ‰þw îûyëû ç îyDy!œîû 
îÄî¢y !˜öìëû ~„þ!Ýþ !˜îöìõþ öîDœ ö„þ!›öì„þöìœîû „þíy– î“Åþ›yöì˜ 
¦þyîûöì“þîû ²ÌŸy¢öì˜ vþzF‰þþ™öì” îyDy!œîû ¢‚…ÄyÒ“þy !˜öìëû ”#þ™„þ 
îû&öìoîû vþz”ä!î@À ›hsþîÄ– xyîû ‰þyîû‹öì˜îû îÄ!_«†“þ ßþ¿,!“þ‰þyîû’Ð 

¢”Ä²Ìëûy“þ ›,’yœ ö¢˜öì„þ !˜öìëû ”#þ™Bþîû ›%öì…yþ™y•Äyöìëûîû ~„þ!Ýþ 
xyîû ~„þ‹˜ ²Ìy_«˜#îû ßþ¿îûöì’ ö¢ï›Ä ”yŸ=öì®îû ~„þ!Ýþ– ”%…y!˜ 
xyöìî†‡˜ öœ…yÐ “,þ“þ#ëû!Ýþöì“þ– öîû…y ö¢˜ îûyëûöì‰þï•%îû#îû x›)œÄ 
ßþ¿,!“þ‰þyîûöì’ ö²Ì!¢öìvþ!ª „þöìœöì‹îû ~„þ !îßþ¿,“þ x•Äyöìëûîû Šé!î 
ö”…öì“þ þ™y£zÐ „þöìœöì‹îû ˜“%þ˜ þ™”öìÇþöìþ™îû „þy!£!˜Ð ²Ìí› îŠéöìîû 
ö„þy~v%þöì„þŸöì˜îû Öîû&öì“þ ›ye !“þ˜‹˜ Šéye#îû ~„þ‹˜ !Šéöìœ˜ 
öîû…yÐ “¤þyîû £zrÝþyîû!¦þvþzéôé~îû !”˜ ë¤yîûy ö¢£z ‡öìîû îöì¢!Šéöìœ˜– 
“¤þyöì”îû ›öì•Ä !Šéöìœ˜ ¢öì“þÄ˜ öîy¢– ²ÌŸyhsþ‰þw ›£œy˜î#Ÿ 
£z“þÄy!” !‰þîûßþ¿îû’#ëû !„þŠ%é îÄ!_«Ð ¦þyîöìœç †yöìëû „¤þyÝþy ö”ëûÐ „þ# 
!”˜£z !ŠéœÐ

~ Šéyvþüy öþ™öìëû!Šé ›£y¦þyîûöì“þîû ”%£z þ™öìÇþîû îûy‹yîûy‹vþüy– ÷¢˜Ä 
¢y›hsþ– £y!“þ ö‡yvþüyîû …yç˜ ”yç˜éôé~îû !îþ™%œ •%›•yvþüyEþyîû  
!£öì¢î !”öìëû ¢¨#þ™ !îÙ»yöì¢îû ~„þ!Ýþ !î!ŸÜT !˜îõþÐ xyîû îûöìëûöìŠé 
›˜ ›y“þyöì˜y ~„þ ”%œÅ¦þ îû‰þ˜yÐ ‰þyîû!Ýþ xþ™!îû!‰þ“þ !îöì”Ÿ# îûy§¬yîû 
þ™%Cy˜%þ™%C îûõþ˜ ²Ì’yœ#îû ›•Ä !”öìëû ö¢£z ‰þyîû!Ýþ ”)öìîûîû ö”öìŸîû 
xöì‰þ˜y ¢‚ßþ,ñ!“þîû ¢öìD xy›yöì”îû £*”ëû xyîû îû¢˜yîû öëy†yöìëy† 
‡!Ýþöìëû !”öìëûöìŠé˜ ˜#œyO˜ £y‹îûyÐ ö¢y›Ÿ‚„þîû !¢‚öì£îû îûy†# 
²Ìîõþ îûöìëûöìŠé ¢œöìGþ!˜ê!¢öì˜îû îû‰þ˜y !îöìoy£# ¢_y !˜öìëûÐ xyîû 
xyöìŠé Šéyeéôéx•Äyþ™öì„þîû ¢Á™„Åþ !˜öìëû ~„þ!Ýþ îû¢îû‰þ˜y– !œöì…öìŠé˜ 
¢yëûhsþ˜# þ™)“þ“%þ[þÐ

£z‚!îû!‹öì“þ îyöìîûy!Ýþ öœ…y îý !î!‰þe !î¡ìöìëûîû ¢öìD xy›yöì”îû 
þ™!îû‰þëû „þ!îûöìëû ö”ëûÐ ~îŠéöìîû „þöìëû„þ!Ýþ ßþ¿,!“þ‰þyîû’ xyöìŠé– 
ëyîûþ™îû˜y£z £*”ëû@ùÌy£#Ð öë›˜– x˜%îûy•y îûyöìëûîû ‰þyœÅÞÝþ˜ ¼›’– 
¦þy!‹Å!˜ëûy vþzœšþ xyîû ¦þÄyöì˜¢y öîöìœîû ßþ¿,!“þ ‹vþüyöì˜y ö¢£z 
„þîû&’ îû!D˜ þ™íÐ !„þÁºy ²Ì¢y”îûO˜ îûyöìëûîû ²Ìîöìõþ ë%öìkþîû ¢›öìëû 
xyœyßþñyîû ‹›yÝþ îîûšþ öþ™!îûöìëû– !î…Äy“þ xyœyßþñy˜ £y£zçöìëû 
¢,!ÜTîû öîûy›£¡ìÅ„þ £z!“þ£y¢Ð ”#þ™Bþîû ”yŸ=öì®îû ¢%‰þyîû& „þœöì› 
¡ìyöìÝþîû ”Ÿöì„þîû ö²Ì!¢öìvþ!ªîû Šéye‹#îöì˜îû vþzIµœ– î’Å›ëû 
ßþ¿,!“þöìœ…!Ýþ x¢y›y˜ÄÐ ö¢£z ¢öìD þ™vþüöì“þ £öìî „þœÄy’ „þ›Å„þyöìîûîû 
„þöìœ‹ ßþTÉ#öìÝþîû …yç˜éôé”yç˜ !˜öìëû öœy¦þ˜#ëû öœ…y!ÝþÐ !“þ!˜ „%þ!vþü 
îŠéîû xyöì†îû ¢öìD “%þœ˜y „þöìîû ö”öì…öìŠé˜ …yîyîû ~„þ£z xyöìŠé 
Ö•% ”y› öîöìvþü !†öìëûöìŠéÐ ö†yþ™öì˜ î!œ– „þöìëû„þ îŠéîû xyöì† xy!› 
xy›yîû ö›öìëûöì”îû !˜öìëû !†öìëû!Šéœ%› xy›yöì”îû „þöìœ‹ ßþTÉ#öìÝþîû  
…yçëûyéôé”yçëûyîû ¢öìD “þyöì”îû þ™!îû‰þëû „þ!îûöìëû !”öì“þÐ ö¢£z þ™¤%!Ýþîûy›– 
xyîû þ™Äyîûy›yvþzrÝþ– ö¢£z „þ!šþ £yvþz¢– ö¢£z î¢hsþ ö„þ!î˜Ð ~„þ£z 
x!¦þKþ“þy £öìëû!Šéœ xy›yîûÐ xy›yîû Šéye îöìëûöì¢ ö”…y þ™MþéyöìŸîû 
”Ÿöì„þîû „þöìœ‹ ßþTÉ#öìÝþîû ¢öìD „þœÄyöì’îû ¢”Ä ö”…y „þöìœ‹ ßþTÉ#öìÝþîû  
…yîyîû ”yîyöìîûîû šþyîûy„þ ö˜£zÐ šþyîûy„þ Ö•% ”yöì›îûÐ x!˜öì›¡ì ö¢˜ 
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!œöì…öìŠé˜ ö²Ì!¢öìvþ!ª „þöìœöì‹îû þ™vþYëûyîûy Ö•% öœ…yþ™vþüyöì“þ£z 
Gþœ›œ „þöìîû˜y ö…œy•%öìœyöì“þç “þyîûy ”,ÜTyhsþ ¢,!ÜT „þöìîûöìŠéÐ 
²Ì¢D“þ– xy›yîû ›öì˜ þ™vþüöìŠé xy›yöì”îû „Ïþyöì¢îû öŠéöìœ– £z!“þ£yöì¢îû 
Šéye x!˜îû&kþ îûyëû £zvþz!˜¦þy!¢Å!Ýþ îÏ$ £öìëû!Šéöìœ˜ öîûy!ëû‚ ~Ð £zrÝþyîû 
„þöìœ!‹öìëûÝþ !e«öì„þöìÝþç “¤þyîû ÷˜þ™%’Ä !Šéœ ¢%…Äy“þÐ ~£z ¢®yöì£ 
“¤þyîû ›,“%þÄ ¢‚îy” öþ™œ%›Ð ‰þöìœ !†öìëûöìŠé˜ xy›yöì”îû xyöìîû„þ 
¢£þ™yàþ#– xíÅ˜#!“þîû xöìŸy„þ ‰þöìRyþ™y•ÄyëûÐ “¤þyöì”îû ¢öìD !Šéöìœ˜ 
x‹Å%˜ ö¢˜=®– !“þ!˜ç xyîû xy›yöì”îû ›öì•Ä ö˜£zÐ ö²Ì!¢öìvþ!ªîû 
!íöìëûÝþyöìîûîû !”öì˜ þ™îûÖîûyöì›îû ̃ yÝþöì„þ x‹Å%˜ ßþf# ¦)þ!›„þyëû x!¦þ˜ëû 
„þöìîû ˜y› „%þ!vþüöìëû!Šéöìœ˜Ð “¤þyöì”îû !‡öìîû „þöìœ‹ ‹#îöì˜îû xöì˜„þ 
vþzIµœ ßþ¿,!“þ ›öì˜ þ™vþüöìŠéÐ †“þ îŠéîû Š%é!Ýþ !˜öìœ˜ xy›yöì”îû ×öìkþëû 
²Ìy_«˜# ö¢y›˜yí ‰þöìRyþ™y•ÄyëûçÐ “¤þyîû îöìëû¢ £öìëû!Šéœ– !„þlsþ 
›˜˜ !Šéœ vþzIµœ– ¢²Ìy’Ð ¢î !î”yöìëûîû …îîû ö“þy xy›yöì”îû „þyöìŠ 
éöþ™ï¤öìŠéyëû ˜yÐ ²Ìëûy“þ îõ%þöì”îû xydyîû Ÿy!hsþ „þy›˜y „þ!îûÐ ²Ì¢D“þ 
ßþ¿îû’ „þ!îû– „þœ„þy“þyîû ²Ìy’Ÿ!_«îû vþzê¢ !“þ˜‹˜ ›˜˜Ÿ#œ 
‹îû&îû# ›y˜%¡ìöì„þ– „þœ„þy“þy ë¤yöì”îû £y!îûöìëûöìŠé ~£z îŠéöìîûÐ xöìŸy„þ 
!›e– ˜#öìîûw˜yí ‰þe«î“Åþ# xyîû ›,’yœ ö¢˜Ð ö²Ì!¢öìvþ!ªîû Šéye 
!Šéöìœ˜ ˜y– !„þlsþ ö²Ì!¢öìvþ!ªîû ¢öìD !î!¦þ§¬ ¢›öìëû– !î!¦þ§¬ ¢)öìe 
“¤þyöì”îû ¢‚öìëy† £öìëûöìŠéÐ „þœ„þy“þy “¤þyöì”îû x¦þyî x˜%¦þî „þîûöìîÐ

£z‚!îû!‹öì“þ öîŸ „þöìëû„þ!Ýþ ²Ìîöìõþ ˜y˜y !î¡ìöìëûîû !îöìÙÕ¡ìöì’ 
¢ëb– ÷î!‰þeÄ›ëû “%þœ˜y›)œ„þ xyöìœy‰þ˜y þ™y£zÐ öœyþ™y›%oy 
÷›e îy‹öìþ™ëû# !¢‚£œ m#þ™ ç ¦þyîû“þîöì¡ìÅîû öëy†¢)öìeîû 
†Ò†yŠéy !”öìëû Öîû& „þöìîû ”%£z ö”öìŸîû ¢y‚ßþ,ñ!“þ„þ xy”y˜ ²Ì”yöì˜îû 
£z!“þ£y¢ îöìœöìŠé˜Ð !îöìŸ¡ì“þ !¢‚£öìœîû ¢öìD „þœ„þy“þy xyîû 
Ÿy!hsþ!˜öì„þ“þöì˜îûÐ ›•%!›“þy ›‹%›”yîû !œöì…öìŠé˜ xy˜äíÊþ™œ!‹ 
xyîû £z!“þ£yöì¢îû öëy†¢)e !˜öìëû ›îûöìEþy ~î‚ ¦þyîûöì“þîû 
¢Á™öì„Åþîû „þíyÐ xyöìœy‰þ˜yëû “¤þyîû ²Ìy_«˜ x•Äyþ™„þ îû‹“þ„þyhsþ 
îûyöìëûîû ²Ì¢Dç xyöìŠéÐ îû’î#îû ¢›yjyöìîûîû e%«kþ xyöìœy‰þÄ !î¡ìëû 
!îÙ»‹˜#˜ !îŸ,CœyÐ þ™îû›y îûyëûöì‰þï•%îû# “¤þyîû ‹îû&!îû ²Ìîöìõþ 

me, too xyöì¨yœöì˜îû £z!“þ£y¢ xyîû “þyîû ¢y›y!‹„þ =îû&c 
þ™ëÅyöìœy‰þ˜y „þöìîûöìŠé˜Ð þ™œy îöì¨Äyþ™y•Äyëû !œöì…öìŠé˜ ö”Ÿ£#˜– 
þ™!îû!‰þ!“þ£#˜ öîûy!£!Dëûyöì”îû x›#›y‚!¢“þ ¢›¢Äy !˜öìëû ~„þ!Ýþ 
£z!“þ£y¢éôé¢›,kþ ²ÌîõþÐ ~£z ”%!Ýþ ¢›¢y›!ëû„þ !î¡ìöìëûîû ²Ìîõþ£z 
ëyîûþ™îû˜y£z ‹îû&!îû ~î‚ ¢%!œ!…“þÐ ‹£îû ¢îû„þyöìîûîû ”#‡Å ²Ìîõþ!Ýþîû 
!î¡ìëû !îKþyöì˜îû ”,!ÜTöì„þy’ öíöì„þ £z!“þ£yöì¢îû !”öì„þ “þy„þyöì˜yÐ 
£îû¯y ›öì£˜öì‹y”yöìîûyîû xöì˜„þ ë%† xyöì†– îyœ%!‰þhßþyöì˜– ›îû&“þ#íÅ 
!£‚œyöì‹îû þ™yvþüyëû öë ö›öì£îû†vþü ¢¦þÄ“þy!Ýþ ¢,!ÜT £öìëû!Šéœ– ö¢!Ýþ 
£îû¯yîû ö‰þöìëû !“þ˜ £y‹yîû îŠéîû xyöì†„þyîû ¢,!ÜTÐ xíÅyê 6–300 
îŠéöìîûîû þ™%öìîûyöì˜yÐ ö›öì£îû†vþü xy!îÜ,ñ“þ £öìëûöìŠé xöì˜„þ ö”!îûöì“þ– 
þ™MþéyöìŸîû ”Ÿöì„þÐ !„þlsþ þ™yàþÄ¢)!‰þöì“þ ~…öì˜y çöìàþ!˜Ð ö¢…yöì˜ 
˜‹öìîû ~öì¢öìŠé ²Ìy‰þ#˜ ›y˜î¢¦þÄ“þyîû £z!“þ£yöì¢îû ¢öìD xyöìÜTþ™,öìÜT 
ë%_« £öìëû xyöìŠé ›y˜%öì¡ìîû •y“%þ îÄî£yöìîûîû £z!“þ£y¢Ð öœ…öì„þîû 
›öì“þ– ¢¦þÄ“þyîû– ¢‚ßþ,ñ!“þîû £z!“þ£y¢ ëíyíÅ î%Gþöì“þ £öìœ– !îKþyöì˜îû 
e«›!î„þyöìŸîû £z!“þ£y¢!Ýþ ~„þ£z ¢öìD ‹y˜y ‹îû&!îûÐ ö„þ˜˜y ”%!Ýþîû 
¢Á™„Åþ x!îöìFŠé”ÄÐ

~£z ö£›öìhsþ xy›yöì”îû !˜öìî”˜ ~Ý%þ„%þ£zÐ ¢›ëû ¢îûœ ˜ëû– ‡öìîû 
îy£zöìîû þ™,!íî# ‹%öìvþü ‹!Ýþœ“þy öîöìvþü£z ‰þöìœöìŠéÐ xyîyîû ~öì¢ 
þ™öìvþüöìŠé !˜îÅy‰þöì˜îû vþz”äöìî†„þy“þîû îŠéîûÐ ö”…y ëy„þ ¦þyîû“þîöì¡ìÅîû 
¦þ!î¡ìÄê ö„þ›˜– xy›yöì”îû !²Ìëû ›y“,þ¦)þ!›îû „þþ™yöìœ „þ# öœ…y 
xyöìŠéÐ

xy›yöì”îû ¢”y ¢öì‰þ“þ˜ £öìëû !˜öì‹öì”îû ›öì•Ä Ÿ!_« ¢Mþéëû „þöìîû 
‹#î˜ ¢y›œyöì“þ £öìîÐ ¦þîû¢y öëy†yöì“þ £öìî þ™öìîûîû ²Ì‹§Ãöì„þÐ 
‹!Ýþœ“þy ë“þ£z îyvþY„þ– ¢y›öì˜îû þ™íÝþyöì„þ ö“þy !˜îûyöìœy„þ £öì“þ 
ö”çëûy ‰þœöìî ˜yÐ ö¢£z ”y!ëûc ¢›öìëûîû ö…œyëû xöì˜„þÝþy£z 
xy›yöì”îû çþ™öìîû î“ÅþyëûÐ ¦þ!î¡ìÄêö„þ ‹y!˜öìëû îûy…y ‹îû&!îû öë– 
xîßþiy ë“þ£z „þ!àþ˜ ö£y„þ– xy›îûy ¢öìD xy!ŠéÐ

Ö¦þ ö£y„þ 2019Ð
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Drawing the boundary 

Life Sciences have been classified into 
Botany or Plant Science, Zoology 
or Animal Science, Physiology, 

Microbiology and Genetics, with Biochemistry 
and Biophysics being classified as fields in 
their own right much later.  The discovery of 
DNA Double Helix by Watson and Crick in 
1953 marked a paradigm shifting moment 
when biological phenomena started being 
examined/explained in terms of “molecules”, 
birthing the field of Molecular Biology. With 
the advent of recombinant DNA technology, a 
new applied field emerged as Biotechnology.  
The idea of recombinant DNA was first 
proposed by Peter Lobban, then a graduate 
student in Stanford University Medical School. 
The first publications describing the successful 
production and intracellular replication of 
recombinant DNA appeared in 1972 and 
1973.  Stanford University  applied for a US 
patent on recombinant DNA in 1974 and the 
patent was awarded in 1980.  With the unfolding 
of these events “Modern Life Science” truly 
arrived in the global academic scene.

In this article, I have tried to write an objective 
overview on contribution of Indian individuals 
and Institutions in Life Science starting from 
the year 1953.  I must also mention at the outset 
that I would NOT consider any contributions 
of an Indian scientist who has done his work 

Modern Life Science: India’s scorecard 

ABHIJIT CHAKRABARTI

outside India and my assessment of the impact 
of Indian contributions would be only based on 
published papers in peer reviewed journals.  

Incident 1
An article appeared in India Today on May 11, 
2017 which enlisted 5 Indian Scientists whose 
work has shaped modern life. According to 
the article, Sir C. V. Raman, Dr. Homi J. Bhabha, 
Dr. J. C. Bose, Dr. Vikram Sarabhai and Dr. A. 
P. J. Abdul Kalam comprise this club of five. 
The reader must note that only one of these 
stalwarts, Acharya Bose, could be called a life 
scientist and most unfortunately Acharya Bose 
passed away in November 1937 making my job 
understandably difficult. 

Incident 2
I was present in the Convocation ceremony 
of a University located about 100 kilometers 
away from Kolkata. Two eminent Indian 
scientists were felicitated with honorary 
Doctor of Science. Along with them three 
other luminaries of Bengal, an eminent poet, 
a cricketer and a classical musician were also 
felicitated with honorary D. Litt. During the 
speech of acceptance of the honour, the poet 
mentioned the overwhelming effects of science 
and technology on human civilization while 
lamenting that the role of poetry was getting 
marginalized day by day.
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Contrary to the poet’s claims, however, I 
noted that the overwhelming majority of the 
audience’s appreciation for the awardees, 
expressed through their enthusiastic clapping, 
seemed reserved for the poet, the cricketer and 
the musician and not as much for the scientists. 
This disparity in public approval was, to me, 
only highlighted by the coincidental fact that 
all three of them, the poet, musician and the 
cricketer were high school drop outs while the 
other two held the highest academic degree, 
the PhD.

This set me wondering, what would the 
response of the people have been in Acharya’s 
era? Would he too, like these modern day 
scientists, have been defeated hands down by 
a musician or a cricketer in a poll of public 
appreciation? 

This incident surely speaks for itself, and I 
think the reader has to agree that scientists 
have failed to take the centerstage of the society 
in this country in the past 70 years or so. 

Incident 3
I was travelling on an Air India flight from 
Mumbai on September 14, 2017. While 
travelling I was reading an article entitled 
Transforming Lives and Making a Difference, on 
one of India’s leading funding agencies for 
Science & Technology, the CSIR - Council for 
Scientific & Industrial Research (Shubh Yatra, 
September 2017, Vol 5, Issue 8). It shows a logo 
saying “75 Years of CSIR Touching Lives”. A 
portion of the article sectioned as “Many a First 
– CSIR Leading and Paving Ways” lists in 12 
bullet points CSIR’s achievements in the past 75 
years. I would like to place the achievements of 
CSIR in front of you and leave them for your 
judgment. CSIR enlisted claims are as follows 
- (1) baby milk powder from buffalo milk 
with easier digestibility; (2) indelible ink to 
be used in election; (3) Saheli, a non-steroidal, 
once-a-week oral contraceptive for women; 
(4) flowering of tissue cultured bamboo and 
discovery of “one of the smallest protein”, 

seminal plasmin; (5) use of streptokinase 
as injectable drug for cardiac problem; (6) 
handheld, battery operated microPCR machine 
patented in over 100 countries and (7) DNA-
based microchip for eye infections.  There were 
five others in the list which does not fall in the 
category of Life Science.  

What then is the take-home message from these 
three incidents? It is for me a stark reminder 
that the field of Life Science in India has not 
done much, be it in basic or applied research 
or even extended to the field of medical science 
that has significantly impacted the lives of the 
common people of the country. We have even 
not been able to popularize science and spread 
science awareness and appreciation in the 
populace, and thus it has become our lot to not 
be appreciated in public events – a far cry from 
Acharya’s days. 

However, all is not bleak, in my opinion Prof. 
G N Ramachandran’s contributions stand as 
a shining beacon in the landscape of Indian 
Science. We would discuss on the contributions 
of GNR in some detail later.  Before that let me 
put forward a disclaimer that I’ve no intention 
to prove or disprove anything and have nothing 
against the Indian research grant funding 
agencies such as CSIR, Department of Science 
& Technology (DST), Department of Atomic 
Energy (DAE), Department of Biotechnology 
(DBT) and Indian Council for Medical Research 
(ICMR) from whom I’ve collected data in the 
preparation of this article. 

Indian Contribution in Life Science 
Undoubtedly the most  noted Indian contribution 
came from Dr. Jagadish Chandra Bose in the 
form of the invention of the Crescograph 
that could record even the millionth part 
of a millimeter of plant growth and orbital 
movement. Dr. Bose showed that plants have a 
circulatory system and had also proved the fact 
that the upward movement of sap in plants is 
the doing of living cells. Moreover, he was also 
the inventor of the wireless coherer which was 
later modified by Marconi as the radio. 
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In the period of modern Life Science, post 1950, 
a seminal contribution in the field of structure 
of peptides and proteins, which later developed 
into Structural Biology, came from Dr. G. N. 
Ramachandran in the form of his famous 
Ramachandran plot. 

I must admit that besides these two luminaries 
there are many noted scientists who also have 
contributed in the growth and maturation of the 
Indian scientific community, however, it would 
be difficult to list them all.  Moreover, it would 
bring unnecessary controversies on individual 
inclusions and exclusions.  I would thus only 
briefly mention some eminent Indian scientists 
in the field of Life Science and allied fields such 
as Dr. Subhash Mukherjee for his work on in 
vitro fertilization, Dr. Shambhunath Dey for his 
work on Vibrio cholera and Dr. Kamala Sohonie 
for her work on nutrition and dietetics. 

I must also admit here that I have sometimes 
branded a Medical Scientist as a Biologist and 
sometimes clubbed even Agriculture with 
Biological sciences which may be a matter 
of debate.  Nevertheless, I have broadly 
used subjects such as Biochemistry, Genetics 
& Molecular Biology, Immunology and 
Microbiology and sometimes Medicine to 
discuss the issues at hand.  

How to estimate scientific impact 
From a qualitative perspective, it’s relatively 
easy to define a good researcher as one who 
publishes many good papers which are widely 
read and appreciated. In the past few years, 
several different metrics have been proposed 
that determine an individual’s scientific 
caliber based on the quantity and quality of 
the individual’s peer-reviewed publications. 
However, most of these metrics assume that all 
authors contribute equally when a paper has 
multiple authors. This problem has become 
more acute day by day since presently a scientific 
work is mostly done involving multiple number 
of principal investigators in a consortium 
making evaluation of “contribution” of an 

individual scientist more difficult. Needless 
to say that one cannot rule out societal impact 
in judging the “contribution”. In addition to 
research publications, citations in the text books 
are also used as a mark of good contribution.  

In this context we must also discuss that research 
publications are judged in terms of where they 
have appeared i.e. which particular journal 
had published the work.  Presently, most of 
the journals are ranked by a number called the 
Impact Factor. From these numbers, research 
granting agencies and science managers are 
using the metric “high impact”.  In this context, 
three journals have played important roles in 
the field of modern Life Science – Cell, Nature 
and Science.  However, one could site many 
examples of great discoveries reported in not-
so-high-impact journals and not-so-important 
or even wrong work/claims appearing in those 
so called journals of high impact factors.  

The present scenario 
The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine 2017 
was awarded jointly to Jeffrey C. Hall, Michael 
Rosbash and Michael W. Young “for their 
discoveries of molecular mechanisms controlling the 
circadian rhythm”.  It would not be out of context 
to tell you the story of one of the above Nobel 
Laureates – Professor Jeffrey C Hall. In fact, 
Jeffrey Hall left science 10 years ago due to a 
lack of funding and an increase in “institutional 
corruption”.  The scientist spoke to the Nobel 
Prize organisation and said the “little flies” 
used in the research deserved a “little tip of 
the hat”. However during an interview in 2008, 
as he retired from science, Prof Hall made 
scathing remarks about funding and how it is 
allocated for research. He said: “I admit that I 
resent running out of research money…recent 
applications from our lab have had their lungs 
ripped out, often accompanied by sneering, 
personal denunciations—perhaps reflecting the 
fact that this old-timer has lost his touch”.  Prof 
Hall began his work in the early 1980s, based 
mainly out of Brandeis University in Waltham, 
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Massachusetts, USA.  He complained that some 
of the “stars” in science “have not really earned 
their status” yet they continued to receive 
massive amounts of funding.  He also said 
that these stars have boasted to him that they 
almost never send their articles to “anywhere 
but Nature, Cell, or Science“—among the three 
most prestigious science journals. “And they 
are nearly always published in one of those 
magazines—where, when you see something 
you know about, you realize that it’s not always 
so great,” he continued. 

How did Indian scientists do in producing 
high impact publications? 

Nature is an English multidisciplinary scientific 
journal, first published on 4 November 1869 
and ranked the world’s most cited scientific 
journal by the Science Edition of the 2010 
Journal Citation Reports.  In 2009, Nature was 
named as the ‘journal of the century’ by the Bio-
Medical and Life Sciences Division (DBIO) of 
the Special Libraries Association (SLA), USA. 
In a recent study by Kumar, Panwar, Verma 
and Mahesh of National Science Library, CSIR, 
National Institute of Science Communication & 
Information Resources, New Delhi, appeared 
on April 10, 2016 in the journal Current Science 
[1] an elaborate analysis has been done on 
publications of Nature which is authored by 
an Indian Scientist to showcase India’s output 
in this journal.  In 2012, Mahesh had reported 
that there were 572 papers from India in Nature 
during 1945–2012 [2]. Web of Science (WoS) 
found about 600 records as on 1 October 2015 
since 1945, published from India in Nature.  
Consequently, they went through each and 
every issue of Nature from 1948 to 1972, and 
found that while the WoS showed no papers 
from India in Nature during the period 1948–64, 
manual search yielded 1126 papers during that 
period.  However, the papers in Nature have 
steadily declined, during the decade 2005–2014 
with around 100 papers being published in it. 

Two important observations are (a) number of 
authors per paper are increasing in a Nature 
paper over past 70 years and (b) number of 
Nature papers are decreasing with time over 
a period from 1948 – 2014. During 1948–64, 
most of the papers were written by one or 
two authors. Single-author papers started 
decreasing from 1965, with the lowest being 29 
during the period 2005–14. From 1965 onwards 
there are several multiple authorship papers 
(>10) and during 2005–14 contains larger 
number of papers with mega-authorship (>50).  

The highest cited paper with only Indian 
authors (1251 citations as on August 2018) is 
that written by Rajat Varma & Satyajit Mayor 
from the National Centre for Biological 
Sciences, TIFR Centre, Bengaluru [3].  Similar 
examples could be given for publications 
in many other Journals like Cell or Science, 
however, none of them, in my opinion, could 
qualify as a contribution indicator better than 
papers published in Nature. 

International comparative performance of 
India’s research base: A bibliometric study 
by Elsevier 

The Department of Science & Technology 
(DST) was established in May 1971, with the 
objective of promoting new areas of Science 
and Technology (S&T) and to play the role of a 
nodal department for organizing, coordinating 
and promoting S&T activities in India. The 
Department made a survey with the help 
of an international team of experts from the 
reputed publishing house, Elsevier, under 
the guidance of an Expert Committee of DST 
for a bibliometric study. The report has been 
prepared and published in December 2015 by 
Elsevier’s Analytical Services, part of Elsevier 
Research Intelligence available on the website of 
DST http://www.dst.gov.in/document/reports/
bibliometric-study-elsevier-2016-full-report 
[4].  This report, commissioned to Elsevier by 
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DST, aims to provide DST with such necessary 
insights.  The study presents data on three main 
bibliometric indicator types: 

Measures of publication output, growth, 
and impact 
Analysis of international, national, and 
institutional collaboration and their resulting 
publication output, growth and impact 

Evaluation of the transfer of knowledge 
between sectors 
During the period of study, India’s research 
has been more heavily focused in the area of 
Chemistry and Pharmacology as compared to 
the world average in 2009-2013. 

Figure 1: Average citations per paper divided over institutes and research fields.

Figure 1 shows bar diagrams of average 
citations of a research paper in 4 different 
disciplines of Life Science including Medicine 
from 10 well known Indian institutes and 
universities constructed using the bibliometric 
data of Elsevier [4].  

Interestingly, it has been observed that there are 
82,501 Indian authors contributing to about 3 
research papers in a year out of which majority 
is from streams of Engineering followed by 

those in Medicine.  Needless to say that there 
are overlaps of other disciplines in each of them.  
Caution should be exercised in interpreting 
data, for example, data from Elsevier could be 
taken to mean that Postgraduate Institute of 
Medical Education and Research (PGIMER) is 
doing better than Tata Institute of Fundamental 
Research (TIFR) in the subject area of Medicine.  
A comparison shows that although PGIMER 
published 3244 papers as against 246 from TIFR, 
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the citations per paper is only 5.4 for the medical 
research institute compared to 13.6 of TIFR 
a basic research institute, distinctly showing 
better quality of their research outputs.  Out of 
82,501 active researchers maximum number of 
scientists is in Engineering and Medical Sciences 
with 18,993 and 18,686 respectively.  However, 
the Life Science community is the largest, 
more than 50% the total number of individual 
scientists if we include Medical scientists in it, 
with 29,153 scientists divided into 13,068 from 
Agriculture and Biological Science, 12,707 from 
Biochemistry, Genetics and Molecular Biology 
and 3,378 from Immunology and Microbiology. 

These surveys have listed the top 10 researchers 

per subject area based on their cumulative 2002-
2014 totals.  Eminent high energy physicist 
Prof. Sunanda Banerjee of TIFR (later in Saha 
Institute of Nuclear Physics) topped the list 
with 625 publications, 18,707 citations and an 
h-index of 60 during this period.  Interestingly 
all top 10 scientists in the list are high energy 
physicists who are involved in Large Hadron 
Collider based International collaborations in 
CERN, Geneva!  In the subject areas of Life 
Science disciplines the eminent biochemist 
Prof. Avadhesha Surolia of Indian Institute 
of Science, Bengaluru topped the list of 
Biochemistry, Molecular Biology & Genetics 
with 65 publications, 577 citations and an 
h-index of 12.

Work of Prof. G N Ramachandran: The Beacon of Indian Life Science 

As mentioned earlier we shall discuss a bit 
on GNR and why he should be a source 
of inspiration for us all. Gopalasamudram 
Narayanan Ramachandran (GNR) was born in 
Ernakulum on October 8, 1922 and passed away 
on April 7, 2001.  He was an Indian physicist, 
known for his work on the 3D structure of the 
structural protein, collagen and his creation 
of the Ramachandran plot for understanding 
peptide and protein structures. He was the 

first to propose a triple-helical model for the 
structure of collagen. 

After completing his PhD in Cavendish 
Laboratory, Cambridge, he returned to the 
Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, in 1949 
as an assistant professor of Physics. Using X-ray 
diffraction Ramachandran along with Gopinath 
Kartha proposed and published the triple helical 
structure of collagen in 1954 in Nature drawing 
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worldwide scientific attention to the “Madras 
group”.  GNR decided to examine the various 
polypeptide conformations then known and 
also to develop a good ‘yardstick’ that could be 
used for examining and assessing any structure 
in general, but peptides in particular. The result 
which emerged from these calculations in 1962 
– now commonly known as the Ramachandran 
plot – was published in the Journal of Molecular 
Biology in 1963 and has become an essential tool 
in the present field of protein conformation [5]. 

Concluding remarks  
Every survey, national or international shows 
that India is doing well in S & T and the growth 
curve is going strong.  On the other hand, after 
making quality research institutes, state-of-the-
art universities, both public and private, we 
could not produce “a scientist” of the stature 
of GNR or an Ashok Sen equivalent in Life 
Science, in the recent past.  I have discussed a 
few points, analyzed some data, and left many 
issues untouched, however, the fact remains 
that India could not produce an icon in Modern 
Life Science.  Whatever little international 
visibility we’ve earned is succinctly explained 
by R Umashaankar in a commentary appeared 
in Current Science as “Martina Hingis effect 
in science” [6]. Briefly put, the anecdote goes 
something like this – “Two Indians, Sania 

Mirza and Leander Paes won the Wimbledon 
Grand Slam in women’s doubles and mixed 
doubles.  The common partner of the tennis 
duo was Martina Hingis, who was the former 
Wimbledon Singles champion.  Following the 
win, BBC tweeted ‘Hingis wins Wimbledon 
doubles final’ hinting it was won by a single 
player!”

After all this number crunching and data 
analysis, if a reader were to ask – “So then, what 
is India’s contribution in modern Life Science,”  
Would there be a one-line answer?  How 
many Indians know the name of Prof. Satyajit 
Mayor who has written the highest cited paper 
with only Indian authors from a Bengaluru 
laboratory? Would you find the work in any 
text book of modern biology?  I would leave 
you here with this open ended question.  
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‘’Every artist, every scientist must decide now 
where he stands. He has no alternative ... the 
artist must elect to fight for freedom or for 
slavery”                                          -Paul Robeson.
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‹˜Ä ßþºöì”Ÿ öíöì„þ !˜îÅy!¢“þ £öì“ £öìëû!ŠéœÐ “þyîû xyöì† !˜›Å› 
!˜ëÅy“þ˜ ‡Ýþyöì˜y ö“þy !˜“þyhsþ£z šþyvþz ç£z •îûöì˜îû Ÿy¢„þöì”îû 
„þyöìŠéÐ !îîû&kþ ›öì“þîû xíîy ‰þ[þ ²ÌŸy¢öì˜îû ¢›yöìœy‰þ˜y„þyîû# 
î%!kþ‹#î#öì”îû !˜öìÜ™!¡ì“þ „þîûyîû ”,ÜTyhsþ xîŸÄ þ™,!íî#öì“þ ö›yöìÝþ£z 
xD%!œöì›ëû ˜ëûÐ îîû‚ öîŸ ”#‡ÅÐ ¢öìe«!Ýþ¢– îÊ&öì˜y– †Äy!œ!œç– 
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A N N U A L

vþÞÝþöìëû¦þ!ßþñ– þ™œ ††¤y– †yêÅ!¢ëûy öìœyîû„þy– xyîûç– xyîûç– 
xyîûçÐ !îÙ»öì‹yvþüy ›%!_«„þy›#öì”îû „þíy ö“þy xyþ™y“þ“  xy˜!Šééôé£z 
˜yÐ “þöìî– £z!“þ£y¢ îöìœ– xye«yhsþöì”îû ¢î ësþf’y î%Äöì›îûy‚ £öìëû£z 
xyöì¢ xy‡y“þ„þyîû#öì”îû „þyöìŠéÐ

¢œäöìGþê!˜ê!¢˜ ~›˜£z ~„þ öœ…„þ öë “þ¤yîû ¢,!ÜTîû ¢öìD “¤þyîû 
îÄ!_«†“þ ‹#î˜– ¢›¢y›!ëû„þ îûy‹÷ì˜!“þ„þ þ™!îû›[þœ ~î‚ “¤þyîû  
‹§Ã¦)þ!›îû îûyÜTÉ#ëû ö²ÌÇþyþ™Ýþöì„þ ö›yöìÝþ£z !î!FŠé§¬ „þöìîû ö”…y ‰þöìœ 
˜yÐ !ŸÒ#îûy ßþº¦þyî“þ£z xhsþ›%Å…#Ð !„þlsþ ‹#î˜ öíöì„þ ö˜çëûy 
x!¦þKþ“þyöì„þ ¢›y‹öì‰þ“þ˜y– ›y˜îöì²Ì› ç ¢y›y!‹„þ ”yëûîkþ“þyîû 
îû¢yëûöì˜ ‹y!îû“þ „þöìîû ¢“þÄöì„þ vþz”ä‡y!Ýþ“þ „þîûyëû ë¤yîûy ”,‘þüöì‰þ“þy ç 
²Ì!“þ×&!“þîkþ £˜ “¤þyîûy éôé£z ¢›„þyöìœîû ¢‚„þ#’Å“þyöì„þ x!“þe«› 
„þîûyîû Çþ›“þy •öìîû˜Ð ö¢£z¢öìD ŸyÙ»“þ ›y˜!î„þ“þyöìîyöì•îû ²Ì!“þ 
xy‹öì§Ãîû }’ þ™!îûöìŸy• „þöìîû˜ ö”Ÿ „þyöìœîû œÇþ’öìîû…yëû 
!˜öì‹öì„þ =!Ýþöìëû ˜y öîûöì…Ð ~…yöì˜£z “¤þyöì”îû xyhsþ‹Åy!“þ„þ“þyÐ 
ö˜yöìîœéôé¢Á¿y˜˜yëû ¦)þ!¡ì“þ xyöìœ„þ‹yuþyîûç “þy£z Ö•% îû&Ÿ 
¢y!£öì“þÄîû ̃ ëû– !îÙ» ¢y!£öì“þÄîû x!œöì¨ !‰þîû„þyöìœîû ‹˜Ä ²Ì!“þ!Ûþ“þ 
~„þ !îîûœ îÄ!_«cÐ

îûy!Ÿëûyîû !„þ¢äöìœy¦äþöìßþñ 11£z !vþöì¢Áºîû 1918 ö“þ ‹öì§Ã!Šéöìœ˜ 
¢œöì„þ!˜ê!¢˜Ð xíÅyê öœ!˜öì˜îû ö˜“,þcy•#˜ 1917 ¢yöìœîû 
îû&Ÿ !î²Õî îy îœöìŸ!¦þ„þ !î²Õöìîîû þ™öìîûîû îŠéîûÐ ö¢ îöìvþüy x!ßþiîû 
¢›ëûÐ e«y!hsþ„þyœéôé£z îœy ‰þöìœÐ ö„þyöì˜y ö„þyöì˜y ú!“þ£y!¢öì„þîû 
›öì“þy ¢›ëûÝþy †,£ë%öìkþîûÐ þ™y!îûîy!îû„þ þ™!îûöìîŸç „%þ¢%›yhßþ#’Å !Šéœ 
˜yÐ ›y “þy£z!¢ëûy öëïîöì˜£z ßþºy›#£yîûyÐ ~„þ ¢Á™§¬ þ™!îûîyöìîûîû 
ö›öìëû ›öìßþñyöì“þ þ™vþüöì“þ !†öìëû!Šéöìœ˜Ð xyœyþ™ £ëû Gþ„þGþöì„þ “þîû&’ 
¢y›!îû„þ x!šþ¢yîû xy£z‹y!„þ ¢œäöìGþ!˜ê!¢öì˜îû ¢öìDÐ xy„þ!ßþ¿„þ 
”%‡ÅÝþ˜yëû îyîy ‰þöìœ ëyçëûyëû– òþ™¢äí%›y¢äó öŠéöìœ xyöìœ„þ‹[þyöìîûîû 
xyîû !þ™“,þéôé¢¨ŸÅ˜ ‡öìÝþ!˜Ð !Ÿ!Çþ“þy ç ”,‘þüöì‰þ“þy ›yöìëûîû „þyöìŠé£z 
›y˜%¡ìÐ ¢y!£“þÄöìîyöì•îû ”#Çþyç “¤þyîû£z „þyöìŠéÐ öîûyhßþ¦þ îûyÜTÉ#ëû 
!îÙ»!î”Äyœëû öíöì„þ xyöìœ„þ‹y[þyîû öë›˜ !îKþyöì˜ ßþ¬y“þ„þ £˜– 

ö“þ›!˜ ›öìßþñy !îÙ»!î”Äyœöìëû ”ŸÅ˜– ¢y!£“þÄ xyîû £z!“þ£y¢ !˜öìëû 
þ™vþüöì“þç “þyîû „Ïþy!hsþ !Šéœ ˜yÐ ›öì˜ îûy…öì“þ £öìî– Šéyeöìîœyëû 
öì¢y!¦þöìëû“þ Ÿy¢˜îÄîßþiy !˜öìëû !„þlsþ “¤þyîû ö“þ›˜ !îîû*þ™“þy !Šéœ 
˜yÐ !œ…öì“þ˜ “þ…˜ öíöì„þ£zÐ “þöìî– ²Ì„þyöìŸÄ ˜ëûÐ

~œ „þ›Å‹#î˜Ð !m“þ#ëû !îÙ»ë%öìkþ !î…Äy“þ œyœ öšþïöì‹îû 
ö†yœ¨y‹îy!£˜#öì“þ  !“þ!˜ ~„þ‹˜ !î!ŸÜT x!šþ¢yîû !Šéöìœ˜Ð 
ö˜“,þc ö”˜ ¢Á¿%… ¢›öìîûÐ ”%óîyîû þ™y˜ öŸïëÅéôéþ™”„þÐ 27 îŠéîû 
îëûöì¢ xíÅyê 1945 ¢yöìœ îy•œ ¢‚‡y“þÐ þ™)îÅ ²Ìy!Ÿëûyöì“þ 
„þ›Åîû“þ xîßþiyëû “¤þyöì„þ ö@ùÌ®yîû „þîûy £ëû îû&Ÿ ö†yöìëû¨y ¢‚ßþiyîû 
x!¦þöìëyöì†Ð ~„þíy îœy x²Ìy¢!D„þ £öìî ˜y öë ö¢¢›ëû îû&Ÿ 
ö†yöìëû¨yîy!£˜#îû ˜y› òöì„þ. !‹. !î.ó Sòöì„þy!›öì“þ“þ ö†y‹%öì¦þöì§¬y£z 
öîöì‹yþ™y¢ä˜!hßþóV !Šéœ ˜yÐ !î²Õöìîy_îû îûy!Ÿëûyëû ²Ìí› =®‰þîû 
¢‚ßþiyîû ˜y› !Šéœ òöì‰þ„þyó ëyîû ²Ìí› ²Ì•y˜éôé„þ“Åþy !Šéöìœ˜ öšþ!œ: 
~vþ›yöìuþy!¦þ‰äþ Gþyîû!Gþ˜!ßþñÐ îûyÜTÉîÄîßþiyîû !îîû&öìkþ ¢œäöìGþóîû öœ…yëû 
xöì˜„þ xyþ™!_„þîû ›hsþöìîÄîû x!¦þöìëy† xy˜y £ëû “¤þyîû ¢Á™öì„ÅþÐ 
›£yŸ!_«•îû îûyÜTÉ˜yëû„þ hßþy!œ˜ ¢Á™öì„Åþ òòThe whiskered 
one (=¤öìšþy), khozyan (›”›_–²Ì¦%þ), Balabos (çöìvþŸy 
xyMþé!œ„þ ¦þy¡ìyëû ²Ì¦%þöì„þ öÙÕ¡ìyd„þ¦þyöìî îœyVóó £z“þÄy!” ›hsþîÄ 
˜y!„þ “¤þyîû öœ…yëû þ™yçëûy !†öìëû!ŠéœÐ x“þ~î– îûyÜTÉîÄîßþiyîû ¦þy¡ìyëû– 
òöìŠé¤yvþüyÝþy ö“þy !îþ™I˜„þ– ¢›öìGþ ”yç ¦þyöìœy¦þyöìîÐó ö¢y!¦þöìëû“þ 
!e«!›˜yœ ö„þyväþéôé~îû 58 ˜Áºîû •yîûy x˜%ëyëû# ”yöìëûîû „þîûy 
îûyÜTÉ!îöìîûy•# „þyöì‹îû x!¦þöìëyöì† „þyîûy†yöìîû öëöì“þ £óœ ö”öìŸîû 
!˜îûyþ™_yîû œvþüy£zöìëû þ™%îûßþñyîû²Ìy® xy!ÝÅþœy!îû „þÄyþ™öìÝþ˜öì„þæ !˜›Å› 
²Ì£yîû ç !˜ëÅy“þ˜– !î‰þyöìîûîû ̃ yöì› ²Ì£¢˜– þ™!îû’yöì› 8 îŠéîû ̃ ,Ÿ‚¢ 
×›!Ÿ!îöìîû î!¨‹#î˜ „þyÝþyöì˜yîû xyöì”ŸÐ ‰þ›ê„,þ“þ £îyîû ›öì“þy 
~„þ!Ýþ “þíÄ xyöìŠéÐ ~£z ¢y‚‡y!“þ„þ ç ¦þëû‚„þîû Ÿy!hßþ– ö¢¢›öìëûîû 
îû&Ÿ#ëû xy£z˜ x˜%ëyëû#– !˜Á¬“þ›£z !Šéœæ

¢œöìGþê!˜ê!¢öì˜îû ‹#îöì˜îû ~£z ”%!îÅ¡ì£ þ™îÅ „þyöìÝþ ~„þy!•„þ 
×›!Ÿ!îöìîûÐ £z¤Ýþ ÷“þ!îûîû „þy‹– šþyvþz!uÈþîû ×›¢y•Ä ”y!ëûc– …!˜îû 
„þyöì‹ £z“þÄy!”öì“þ ö¦þöìˆ þ™öìvþü “¤þyîû Ÿîû#îûÐ xyîyîû– ÷îKþy!˜„þ 
!e«ëûy„þœyöìþ™îû ¢öìD ‹!vþü“þ ò¢yîû¢ä„þyó !Ÿ!îöìîûç “¤þyöì„þ 
‹%öìvþü ö”çëûy £öìëû!Šéœ îöìœ þ™îûî“Åþ#„þyöìœ !“þ!˜ !œöì…öìŠé˜Ð 
„þy‹y„þhßþyöì˜îû ò~!„þîylßþ‹ó !Ÿ!îöìîû íy„þyîû ¢›öìëû£z 1953 
ö“þ •îûy þ™öìvþü öë !“þ!˜ „þÄy˜¢yöìîû xye«yhsþÐ ×›!Ÿ!îöìîûîû 
ö›ëûy” öŸ¡ì £öìœ !„þ £öìî– ›%!_« ”)öìîû£z îû£zœÐ xhsþîû#’ íy„þöì“þ 
£öìœy £y¢þ™y“þyöìœÐ !‰þ!„þê¢yîû x˜%›!“þ !›œœ 1954ö“þÐ 
þ™îûî“Åþ#„þyöìœ xyöìœ„þ‹yuþyöìîûîû ~„þ Ö¦þyíÅ#îû öÙÕöì¡ìy!_« ƒ 
òò„þÄy˜¢yîû ö› çöìëûÝäþ îyÝäþ !Ýþîûy!˜ „þÄy˜ ˜ÝäþÐóó ö¢ ëy„äþ– îy•Ä 

›,“%þÄ “¤þyöì„þ “þyœ%î!¨ „þîûöì“þ ˜y þ™yîûöìœç– 
ö†yöìëû¨yîûy !„þlsþ Šéyöìvþü ˜yÐ “þyöì”îû îîûyîöìîûîû 
¢öì¨£ öœy„þ!Ýþöì„þ !˜öìëûÐ !Šéöì˜ ö‹¤y„þ íyöì„þ 
îû_« ö‰þy¡ìyîû •y¨yëûÐ „þyîûy‹#î˜ e«öì› e«öì› 
¢œöìGþ!˜ê!¢˜öì„þ !„þŠ%éÝþy ”yŸÅ!˜„þ“%þœÄ „þöìîû 
ö“þyöìœ ...
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£öìëû £y¢þ™y“þyöìœ íy„þöì“þ £ëû !‰þ!„þê¢yîû ‹˜ÄÐ îœy îyýœÄ– 
Ÿy!hßþ²Ìy®öì”îû ‹˜Ä ö¢ ‹yëû†yÝþy ¢%…”yëû„þ ˜y!¢‚öì£y›“%þœÄ !Šéœ 
˜yÐ ~…y˜„þyîû x!¦þKþ“þy£z “¤þyöì„þ öì²Ìîû’y !”öìëû!Šéœ ò„þÄy˜¢yîû 
çëûyvÅþó Ÿ#¡ìÅ„þ x˜Äî”Ä vþzþ™˜Äy¢éôé¢,!ÜTöì“þÐ

›,“%þÄ “¤þyöì„þ “þyœ%î!¨ „þîûöì“þ ˜y þ™yîûöìœç– ö†yöìëû¨yîûy !„þlsþ 
Šéyöìvþü ˜yÐ “þyöì”îû îîûyîöìîûîû ¢öì¨£ öœy„þ!Ýþöì„þ !˜öìëûÐ !Šéöì˜ 
ö‹¤y„þ íyöì„þ îû_« ö‰þy¡ìyîû •y¨yëûÐ „þyîûy‹#î˜ e«öì› e«öì› 
¢œöìGþ!˜ê!¢˜öì„þ !„þŠ%éÝþy ”yŸÅ!˜„þ“%þœÄ „þöìîû ö“þyöìœ Sxy›yöì”îû 
xîû!î¨ ö‡yöì¡ìîû ›öì“þy£z öë˜VÐ ~›˜!„þ– ›öì˜y‹†öì“þîû ~£z 
ö›Ýþy›îûšþ!¢¢ä “¤þyöì„þ îûy!Ÿëûyîû ²Ìy‰þ#˜ ¢‚ßþ,ñ!“þ– ú!“þ£Ä– ~î‚ 
!„þŠ%éÝþy £öìœç– x•Äydöìîyöì•îû ²Ì!“þ öë ×kþyŸ#œ „þöìîû “%þöìœ!Šéœ 
“þy þ™îûî“Åþ#„þyöìœ “¤þyîû x‹ßþË !˜îõþ– ²Ìîõþ– þ™eyîœ# ~î‚ ¦þy¡ìöì’ 
ßþ™ÜT¦þyöìî ²Ì„þy!Ÿ“Ð

ö›yÝþy›%!Ýþ¦þyöìî– îûyÜTÉëöìsþfîû ˜‹îû”y!îûîû öšþy„þyöì¢ íy„þöìœç 
þ™MþéyöìŸîû ”Ÿöì„þîû ›yGþy›y!Gþ öíöì„þ ¢‚öì†yþ™öì˜ Öîû& £ëû 
xyöìœ„þ‹y[þyöìîûîû „þÄyíyîû!¢¢ þ™îÅ ƒ òxy›yîû ¢„þœ „¤þyÝþy 
•˜Ä „þöìîû/š%þÝþöìî ö†y š%þœ š%þÝþöìîÐó “þ¤yîû ¢,!ÜTöì“þ “þ…˜ “þ_´– 
“þ§Ãëû“þy– !î›)“Åþ“þy– xyd†“þ †¦þ#îû“þyöìîy• £z“þÄy!”îû ‹yëû†y 
!Šéœ ˜yÐ xyöìœy!vþü“þ x!¦þKþ“þyîû ¢öìD ²Ì“þ#„þ# ¦þyöì¡ìÄîû ¢›§ºöìëû 
~„þ x˜yßþºy!”“þ ¢“þÄ vþz”ä‡yÝþ˜Ð ›y˜î“þyöì„þ ”›˜„þyîû# ö†yþ™˜ 
xþ™!e«ëûy¢›)öì£îû ¢y£¢# vþzöì§Ãy‰þ˜öì„þ£z !“þ!˜ “¤þyîû ²Ìyí!›„þ 
„þ“ÅþîÄ îöìœ !˜!”ÅÜT „þîûöìœ˜Ð !îþ™I˜„þ £öìœç “¤þyîû ²Ìëûy¢ !„þlsþ 
!‰þîû„þyœ#˜ ¢y‚ßþ,ñ!“þ„þ ”y!ëûcöìîy• ~î‚ £z!“þ£y¢ ¢öì‰þ“þ˜“þyîû 
¢›!§º“þ šþ¢œÐ

~£z ö²Ì!Çþöì“þ ö¢y!¦þöìëû“þ £zvþz!˜ëûöì˜îû ¢›„þyœ#˜ ‡Ýþ˜ye«›öì„þ 
~„þÝ%þ ö‡¤öìÝþ ö”…öì“þ£z £öìîÐ ¢y›‹“þy!sþf„þ •¤yöì‰þîû ²Ì!“þÛþyîû ‹˜„þ 
¦Ïþy!”!›îû £z!œ‰äþ öìœ!˜˜Ð ~ !˜öìëû !î“þ„Åþ ö˜£zÐ !„þlsþ 1924 
¢yöìœ “¤þyîû ö”£yî¢yöì˜îû þ™îû ‹!Ýþœ“þy !„þŠ%é öîöìvþü!ŠéœÐ “¤þyîû 
vþz_îû¢)îû#öì”îû ›öì•Ä ²Ì•y˜“þ› ë¤yîûy– “¤þyîûy £öìœ˜ öëyöì¢šþ hßþy!œ˜ 
S„þ!›vþz!˜ÞÝþ þ™y!ÝÅþîû ²Ìí› ¢!‰þî– ›%…þ™e ò²Ìy¦þ”yóîû ¢Á™y”„þ– 
=® þ™%!œŸ ¢‚ßþiyéôéîû ¢îÅ›ëû „þ“ÅþyV— !‹öì˜y!¦þöìëû“þ S1999éôé~ 
“,þ“þ#ëû xyhsþ‹Åy!“þ„þ î „þ!›˜Ýþyöì˜Åîû ¢šþœ îû*þ™„þyîûV— „þyöì›öì˜vþ 
Söìœ!˜öì˜îû îÄ!_«†“þ ¢!‰þî– ×!›„þ ç ²Ì!“þîûÇþy !î¦þyöì†îû 
¢¦þyþ™!“þV— îûy£z„þ¦äþ S¢%!²Ì› ~î‚ £z„þ˜!›„þ „þyvþz!ªöìœîû ¢¦þyþ™!“þ 
~î‚ !œëû˜ ÝþÆÝäþ!ßþñ Sœyœ öšþïöì‹îû ¢‚†àþ„þ– þ™îûîûyÜTÉ ”®öìîûîû 
„þ!›¢yîû– xyhsþ‹Åy!“þ„þ öÇþöìe ¢y›Äîy”# !‰þhsþy ²Ì¢y!îû“þ „þîûyîû 
²Ìî_«yVÐ

~¤öì”îû ›öì•Ä ¢y!£“þÄöìîy•– ›y˜!î„þ vþzþ™œ!¸þ– ˜Äyëûþ™îûyëû’“þy 
~î‚ ²Ì!“þ¦þyëû ÝþÆÝþ!ßþñ xöì˜„þ ~!†öìëû íy„þöìœç— •%îûõþîû“þy–  
„)þÝþî%!kþ ç Çþ›“þy £y“þyöì˜yîû ö„þïŸöìœ hßþy!œöì˜îû „þyŠéy„þy!Šé ö„þvþz 
!Šéöìœ˜ ˜yÐ ÝþÆÝäþ!ßþñöì„þ x˜y„þy!AÇþ“þ ²Ì!“þþ™Çþ †’Ä „þöìîû– “¤þyöì„þ 
£àþyöì˜yîû ‹˜Ä– hßþy!œ˜ ²Ìíöì› !‹öì˜y!¦þöìëû¦þ ç „þyöì›öì˜¦þ éôéöì„þ 
!˜öìëû ~„þ!Ýþ ÝþÆyëûy›¦þyöìîûÝþ îy !e!›öìeîû þ™!îû‰þyœ˜ îÄîßþiy †öìvþü 
“%þœöìœ˜ ~î‚ ×!›„þ ç „,þ¡ì„þöì”îû ßþºyöìíÅ !„þŠ%é ‹˜!²Ìëû þ™!îû„þÒ˜y 
!˜öìëû 1941 ¢yöìœ ~öì„þîyöìîû îûyÜTÉ²Ì•y˜ £öìëû î¢öìœ˜Ð xy›,“%þÄ 
•˜“þy!sþf„þ Ÿ!_«îû £y“þ öíöì„þ ¢öì”Äy‹y“þ ¢›y‹“þsþföì„þ î¤y‰þyöì˜yîû 
vþzöìjöìŸÄ !“þ!˜ îûy!Ÿëûyöì„þ öœï£þ™”Åyîû xyvþüyöìœ öîûöì… îûyÜTÉ#ëû 
!î„þyöìŸîû „þy‹ ‰þy!œöìëû!Šéöìœ˜Ð !„þlsþ– ¢›þ™”öìÇþöìþ™ ‰þöìœ!Šéœ “¤þyîû 
²Ì!“þþ™Çþéôé”›˜˜yÝþÄÐ ÝþÆÝäþ!ßþñöì„þ öë¦þyöìî 1929éôé~ ö”öìŸîû îy£zöìîû 
!˜îÅy!¢“þ „þîûy £öìëû!Šéœ ~î‚ |!˜ŸöìŸy ‰þ!ÍÔöìŸîû ²Ìíöì› xy“þ“þyëû# 
!”öìëû !îöì”öìŸ …%˜ „þîûyöì˜y £ëû– “þy !˜öìëû òxy†yíy !e«!ÞÝþó ‹y“þ#ëû 
!íÊœyîû öœ…y ëyëûÐó þ™y‹Å îy Ö!kþ„þîûöì’îû ˜yöì› ‰þöìœ!Šéœ ˜yîû„þ#ëû 
”›˜þ™#vþü˜Ð îÄ!_«†“þ x!¦þKþ“þyëû ¢œäöìGþ!˜ê!¢˜ öì¢£z ¢îÅîÄyþ™# 
S!“þ!îûŸ öíöì„þ þ™MþéyöìŸîû þ™öìîÅV þ™yŸ!î„þ ²Ì!e«ëûyîû ~„þ‹˜ 
¦%þ_«öì¦þy†# £öìœç ö¦þy†y!hsþöì“þ “þ”y˜#hsþ˜ îûy!Ÿëûyëû “¤þyîû ›öì“þy 
xyîûç öì„þy!Ýþ…yöì˜„þ £“þ¦þy†Ä !ŠéœÐ ëyöì”îû ›öì•Ä !Šéœ ²Ìyëû þ™¤y‰þ 
œÇþ „,þ¡ì„þ ×!›„þ î%!kþ‹#î#Ð xyîû îû&kþîy„äþ ‹˜†’ ö“þy x¢‚…ÄÐ 
hßþy!œ˜ Ÿy¢öì˜îû !îîû&öìkþ ¢›yöìœy‰þ˜y›)œ„þ îy !“þëÅ„þ öœ…yîû ‹˜Ä 
‹‡˜Ä !˜þ™#vþü˜– ¢sþfy¢ îy £“þÄyîû !Ÿ„þyîû £öìëû!Šéöìœ˜ îûy!Ÿëûyîû !›…
y£zœ î%œ†y„þ¦þ Sò›yÞÝþyîû xÄyuþ ›y†Åy!îûÝþyóîû ßþËÜTyV î%…y!îû˜– xy…
›yöì“þy¦þy– ²Õyöì“þy˜¦þ– þ™yhßþyîû˜y„äþ ²Ì›%… ›£y˜ öœ…„þ ç “¤þyöì”îû 
þ™!îû‹öì˜îûyÐ !îÙ»!î×&“þ ›Äy„äþ!¢› ö†y!„Åþ ç xy£zöì‹˜ÞÝþy£z˜éôéç 
öîû£y£z þ™y˜!˜Ð ö¢!”„þ !”öìëû ¢œäöìGþ!˜ê!¢˜ “¤þyöì”îû£z vþz_îû¢)îû# 
ç vþz_îû¢y•„þÐ !„þŠ%é ¢›yöìœy‰þöì„þîû ›öì“þ– hßþy!œ˜éôéë%öì†îû ”ŸÅ˜éôé£z 
!Šéœ :’’to drive out undesirable by barbarous 
means ... to perfer force to persuation.’’

~£z ò!Ýþîûy!˜„þyœ öšþy¢Åó éôéîy òþ™y‹Åó éôé~îû Sþ™yŸî Ÿ!_«îûV ”›˜›)
œ„þ !‹‡y‚¢yîû !‰þ£« î£˜ „þöìîûöìŠé ¢œäöìGþ!˜ê!¢öì˜îû îÄ!_«‹#î˜Ð 
xyÝþ îŠéîû “¤þyöì„þ „þyÝþyöì“þ £öìëû!Šéœ ˜îû„þ¢”,Ÿ „þyîûy†yîû=!œöì“þÐ 
îy£zöìîûîû þ™,!íî#öì“þ öë ¢î Ý%þ„þöìîûy …îîû öîîû&“þ š¤þy„þ öšþy„þîû 
!”öìëû– “þyöì“þ xîŸÄ „þ“Åþyîûy öë ¢î !˜þ™#vþü˜ !Ÿ!îîûöì„þ 
S¢œäöìGþ!˜ê!¢˜ ¢y›!@ùÌ„þ¦þyöìî ëyöì„þ ò=œy†ó îöìœ x!¦þ!£“þ 
„þöìîûöìŠé˜V ò„þ›Å!Ÿ!îîûó îœ“þÐ !£Ýþœyöìîûîû ˜y‹# !Ÿ!îîû=!œîû 
¢öìD ¢y£zöìî!îûëûy ~î‚ x˜Äy˜Ä îû&Ÿ !Ÿ!îîû ¢›)£ þ™yŸ!î„þ“þyëû 
x˜yëûyöì¢ þ™yÍÔy !”öì“þ þ™yîû“Ð ~£z x“þÄy‰þyöìîûç £öì“þy”Ä› £˜!˜ 
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!“þ!˜Ð ö¢£z¢î ››Åy!hsþ„þ x!¦þKþ“þyöì„þ éôôôé ¢y‚îy!”„þ ¢”,Ÿ 
¢ê !îûöìþ™yÝÅþy‹– ¢y!£“þÄ†õþ# ÞÝþy£zœ– öÙÕ¡ì– £y¢Äîû¢– x˜%þ™%C 
î’Å˜y– x˜˜Ä„þ#!“Åþ „þíy„þyîû¢%œ¦þ öœ…yîû î¤y•%!˜ ~î‚ ›˜˜}kþ 
‹#î˜öìîyöì•îû !›öìŸöìœ– x¢y›y˜Ä ¢,!ÜT !£öì¢öìî öþ™Ÿ „þîûöìœ˜ 
!îÙ»îy¢#îû  ¢y›öì˜Ð ²Ì“þÄÇþ x!¦þöìëy†!î£#˜ ~„þ !îßþ¿ëû„þîû 
!˜!œÅ®“þy ç !˜îûy¢!_« ~¢î îû‰þ˜yöì„þ •Ê&þ™”# hßþöìîû vþz§¬#“þ 
„þöìîûöìŠéÐ “¤þyîû ¢,ÜT ²Ì!“þ!Ýþ ‰þ!îûe– !˜‹ßþº ÷î!ŸÜTÄ !˜öìëû– öë˜ ~„þ 
vþz”ä‡yÝþ˜# !ŸöìÒîû ¢‹#î ²Ì„þîû’ þ£öìëû vþzöìàþöìŠéÐ îy˜yöì˜y „%þŸ#œî 
˜ëûÐ ¢öìîÅy_› „þÄyöì›îûy ¢îöì‰þöìëû Ÿ!_«Ÿyœ# ‹%›éôéöìœªç î%!Gþ îy 
~“þ !˜†)‘þü †¦þ#îû“þyîû í£z þ™yëû ˜yÐ !“þ˜ …öìuþ S@Õ¢y!îû– £z˜äöìvþ: 
!˜öìëû ‰þyîûV …öì[þ îû!‰þ“þ ›£y¢,!ÜT ò”Ä =œy† xy!„Åþöìþ™œyöì†yóîû 
vþzê¢†Åþ™öìe£z ~£z x˜˜Ä „þíy„þyöìîûîû ÷˜îÄÅ!_«îû !˜öìî”öì˜îû 
xyvþüyöìœ ¢£›!›Å“þy ç „þîû&’y!ßþ¬?þ öÙÕ¡ì ƒ

“I dedicate this
to all those who did not live
to tell it.
And may they please forgive me
for not having seen it all
not remenberd it all,
for not having divined of it”

ç£z öë– ²Ìíöì›£z xy›îûy ›£y¢‚@ùÌy›# !ŸÒ# þ™œ öîûyî¢öì˜îû 
xöì›y‡ ö‡y¡ì’y þ™vþüœy›Ð ¢œäöìGþ!˜ê!¢˜éôéç– !àþ„þ ~¦þyöìî£z– 
”y¢öìcîû !îîû&öìkþ !˜öì‹îû öìœ…˜#öì„þó !˜!îÜT îûy…yîû xD#„þyîûéôé£z 

!˜öìëû!Šéöìœ˜Ð ö„þy˜ !îöìŸ¡ì îûyÜTÉ– ›“þîy” îy ö„þy˜ !îöìŸ¡ì 
“þsþf !˜öìëû ›yíy ‡y›y˜!˜ !“þ!˜Ð !îöìîöì„þîû „þyöìŠé ~…yöì˜£z 
!“þ!˜ ßþºëûÁ±„þy!Ÿ“þÐ ~„þ˜yëû„þ“þöìsþfîû !›íÄy‰þyöìîûîû ßþºöì‡y!¡ì“þ 
¢yšþœÄéôé²Ì‰þyîû’y ç !›íÄy‰þyöìîûîû !›íäöì„þ ö¦þöìˆ ‰%þîû›yîû „þöìîû 
!”öìëûöìŠé˜ ¢œäöìGþ!˜ê!¢˜Ð

~öì„þ ~öì„þ !œ…öìœ˜– òòçëûy˜ övþ £z˜ ”Ä œy£zšþ xî £z¦þy˜ 
ö”!˜öì¢y!¦þ‰äþ SöìŠéyÝþ vþzþ™˜Äy¢éôé 1962V– xÄy˜ £z˜!¢öìvþrÝþ 
xÄyÝþ öìe«¢äöìÝþy¦äþ„þy öÞÝþŸ˜ Sú 1963V– ›Äy!eç˜yó¢ ö²Õ¢ 
Súó63VÐ 1968 ö“þ îûy!Ÿëûyîû îy£zöìîû SŸy¢„þöì”îû îý îy•y 
öþ™!îûöìëûV ~œ x˜˜Ä¢y•yîû’ vþzþ™˜Äy¢ òò”Ä šþyÞÝÅþ ¢yîû„äþœóóÐ 
hßþy!œöì˜îû£z ²Ì“þ#„þÐ ¢sþfy¢# xí‰þ ¢›öìëû ¢›öìëû !˜öì‹£z ¢sþfhßþÐ 
”yöìhsþéôéîû ò!vþ!¦þ˜y „þöì›!vþëûyó ›£y„þyîÄ î!’Å“þæ Ÿëû“þyöì˜îû ²Ìí› 
î,_£z îöìÝþÐ ˜îîû*öìþ™Ð £z!“þ£yöì¢îû x˜Ä þ™y“þyëûÐ ˜ëûy î#¦þê¢“þyîû 
!˜îûy¢_« xí‰þ “þ#îÊ xyöìœ…ÄÐ !˜vþz£zëû„ÅäþÝþy£z›¢éôé~îû ²ÌŸ!hßþƒéôé 
òòA book of great sadness in deep veins of 
humor ... It is at once classic and contemporary 
... future generation will read it with wonder 
and with awe.óó ú 1968 ö“þ£z öîîû&œ òò„þÄy˜¢yîû çëûyvÅþóóÐ  
~…yöì˜£z “¤þyîû ¢,!ÜT öíöì› íyöì„þ!˜Ð 1973éôôôé1978 
¢yöìœ îû!‰þ“þ £œ ›£y@ùÌsþi ò”Ä =œy†ä xy!„Åþöìþ™œyöì†yóÐ 
¢‰þîûy‰þîû”,ÜT ¢%öì„þy›œ ›y˜!î„þ î,!_öì“þ †vþüy öì¦þïöì†y!œ„þ 
þ™!îû!•îû xöì˜„þ îy£zöìîû x›y˜%!¡ì„þ ˜îû„þ öë˜ ~£z¢î 
m#þ™þ™%OÐ „þöìëû„þŸó î!¨îû x×&¢‹œ !˜”yîû&’ x!¦þKþ“þyîû  
öœ…Äîû*þ™Ð xy!D„þ– ÷î”?þÄ ~£z¢î !˜öìëû ¦þyîyîû xî„þyŸ 
ö„þyíyëûÚ ²Ì!“þ!Ýþ îy„þÄ£z öë˜ vþz”Ä“þ “þ‹Å˜#Ð ßþ¿,!“þ„þíy £öìëû 
vþzöìàþöìŠé ²Ì!“þîyöì”îû vþzþ™y”y˜Ð ~„þ!Ýþ ë%öì†îû £z!“þ£y¢öì„þ “%þöìœ 
•îûyÐ ¢œäöìGþ!˜ê!¢˜éôé~îû „þœ› ~…yöì˜ Ö•% xyöìî† myîûy Ÿy!¢“þ 
îy ²Õy!î“þ ˜ëû– Ÿ“þ„þîûy ~„þŸ ¦þy† !îöìî„þéôé²Ìöì’y!”“þÐ öî”˜y– 
öÙÕ¡ì– öìe«y• ç !¢‚£éôé¢y£¢ vþzöì§Ãy‰þöì˜îû ¢%“þ#îÊ ¢›§ºëûæ “¤þyîû 
!˜öì‹îû ö”öìŸîû ö„þyöì˜y !îöìŸ¡ì x•Äyöìëû ‡Ýþ›y˜ îûyÜTÉ#ëû ¢sþfyöì¢îû 
˜yîû„þ#ëû x!¦þKþ“þyöì„þ !îöìÙ»îû !˜þ™#!vþü“þ ›y˜%öì¡ìîû ²Ì“þ#„þ#  öî”˜y 
îû*öìþ™ ²Ì„þyŸ „þîûyîû ”%ƒ¢y£¢# òe«˜y£z„äþœäó £öìFŠé ¢œäöìGþ!˜ê!¢öì˜îû 
@ùÌsþi=!œÐ

x!˜îyëÅ¦þyöìî£z ¢y!£öì“þÄ ö˜yöìîœ þ™%îûßþñyîû !˜öìî”˜ „þîûy £öìëû!Šéœ 
“¤þyöì„þ– 1970 ¢yöìœÐ !„þlsþ îûyÜTÉëöìsþfîû ¢öìD Ýþy˜yöìþ™yöìvþüöì˜ 
„þyÝþœ ”#‡Å ‰þyîû îŠéîûÐ îû&Ÿ ö†yöìëû¨y!î¦þyöì†îû ˜‹îû £óœ xyîûç 
“þ#ÇøþÐ ~£z öîëûy”î ç !îþ™í†y›# öœ…„þ ö”öìŸîû ö„þFŠéy ö†öìëû 
xyîyîû ‹†ê¢¦þyëû îîû’#ëû £öìî– ~ xyîyîû „þ# „þíyæ x“þ~î– 

!“þ!˜ !Šéöìœ˜ îû&Ÿ ¢y!£öì“þÄîû ~„þ x˜Ä“þ› 
¢›y‹yöìœ…Äéôé!˜›Åy“þy– ‹#î˜ësþf’yîû ~„þ 
¢%!˜þ™%’ „þí„þ ~î‚ ÷ßþºîû“þsþf# Ÿy¢öì˜îû ¦þëûyœ 
ßþºîû*þ™éôévþz”ä‡yÝþöì˜ ~„þ ¦þëû£#˜ „þœ›•yîû#Ð 
“¤þyîû !˜öì‹îû öì”öìŸîû ö„þyöì˜y !îöìŸ¡ì x•Äyöìëû 
‡Ýþ›y˜ îûyÜTÉ#ëû ¢sþfyöì¢îû ˜yîû„þ#ëû x!¦þKþ“þyöì„þ 
!îöìÙ»îû !˜þ™#!vþü“þ ›y˜%öì¡ìîû ²Ì“þ#„þ# öî”˜y 
îû*öìþ™ ²Ì„þyŸ „þîûyîû ”%ƒ¢y£¢# òe«˜y£z„äþœó £öìFŠé 
¢œäöìGþ!˜ê!¢öì˜îû  
@ùÌsþi=!œÐ
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ö¢y!¦þöìëû“þ öœ…„þ ¢‚¢” öíöì„þ î!£ßþ,ñ“þ £öìœ˜ ¢œäöìGþ!˜ê!¢˜Ð 
›,“%þÄîû !„þŠ%é!”˜ þ™)öìîÅ ›%_«!‰þhsþyîû ›y˜%¡ì ”yŸÅ!˜„þ îyÝþÆÅyuþ îûyöì¢œ 
îû&Ÿ ²Ì•y˜›sþf# ö„þy!¢!†öì˜îû „þyöìŠé ~£z !¢kþyhsþ îûöì”îû xyöìî”˜ 
‹y!˜öìëû!Šéöìœ˜Ð !„þlsþ “þyöì„þ xy›œ ˜y !”öìëû ö”Ÿ öíöì„þ£z î!£Ü,ñ“þ 
„þîûy £œ ¢œäöìGþ!˜ê!¢˜öì„þÐ îûy!Ÿëûyîû îy£zöìîû öíöì„þ 1974éôé~ 
!îöìŸ¡ì x˜%Ûþyöì˜ ¢œöìGþ!˜ê!¢˜ ö˜yöìîœ !˜öìœ˜Ð “¤þyîû  
þ™)îÅ¢)îû# î!îû¢ þ™yhßþyîû˜y„äþ Svþyƒ !‹¦þyöì†yóéôéîû îû‰þ!ëû“þyV xîŸÄ 
~öì£˜ ¢y£¢ ö”…yöì“þ þ™yöìîû˜!˜Ð 1958 ö“þ ¢y!£öì“þÄ ö˜yöìîœ 
öþ™öìœç– ö”öìŸîû Ÿy¢„þöì”îû “þyvþü˜yëû– ~ þ™%îûßþñyîû ²Ì“þÄy…y˜ 
„þîûöì“þ þîy•Ä £˜ !“þ!˜Ð

~ ²Ì¢öìD ö˜yöìîœ þ™%îûßþñyîû î˜y› ¢›y‹“þy!sþf„þ îûy!Ÿëûyîû ¢‚‡yöì“þîû 
!î¡ìëû!Ýþç ~öì¢ þ™öìvþüÐ 1933éôé~ xy£z¦þy˜ ~.î%!˜˜ îûy!Ÿëûyëû 
²Ìí› ¢y!£öì“þÄ ö˜yöìîœ xyöì˜˜Ð 1965éôéöì“þ !›…y£zœ Ÿöìœy„þ¦þ 
SòxÄyuþ ö„þyëûy£zÝþ öšÏþy‹ ”Ä vþ˜óéôé~îû îû‰þ!ëû“þyVéôéç þ™y˜Ð “¤þyöì”îû 
!˜öìëû G%þÝþGþyöì›œy !„þŠ%é £ëû!˜Ð ö„þ˜ ˜y– “¤þyöì”îû ¢y!£“þÄ„þöì›Å 
“þ”y˜#hsþ˜ îû&Ÿ Ÿy¢„þöì”îû þ™öìÇþ xßþº!hßþ„þîû !„þŠ%é !Šéœ ˜yÐ ö†yœ 
îy•œ 1958éôôôéöì“þ î!îû¢ þ™yhßþyîû˜y„þ Sòvþyƒ !‹¦þyöì†yéôéîû öœ…
„þV ~î‚ 1970éôé~ xyöìœ„þ‹y[þyîû ¢œäöìGþ!˜ê!¢˜öì„þ !˜öìëûÐ 
þ™yhßþyîû˜yöì„þîû ˜yëû„þ ò²Ì‰þ!œ“þ îû&Ÿ ¢›y‹îÄîßþiy ç ²Ì£¢öì˜îûó 
!„þ!Mþéê ¢›yöìœy‰þ˜y öîûöì…!Šéöìœ˜ “¤þyîû ¢‚œyöìþ™Ð ¢œäöìGþ!˜ê!¢öì˜îû 
„þ#!“Åþ ö“þy ~öì„þîyöìîû £yöìÝþ £¤y!vþü ¦þyˆy ëyöì„þ îöìœÐ îûy!Ÿëûyîû 
x!¦þöìëy† !Šéœ– ¢%£z!vþŸ ö˜yöìîœ þ™%îûßþñyîû „þ!›!Ýþ •˜“þy!sþf„þ ç 
î%öì‹Åyëûy ¢›y‹îÄîßþiyîû ²Ì!“þ¦)þ !£öì¢öìî ~¤öì”îû ¢Á¿y!˜“þ „þîûöìŠé 
öëöì£“%þ ~¤îûy ¢›y‹“þy!sþf„þ îûyöìÜTîû e&!Ýþ !î‰%þÄ!“þöì„þ !îöìÙ»îû ¢y›öì˜ 
“%þöìœ •îûöìŠé˜Ð ~ó „þy‹ ö“þy îûyÜTÉöìoy!£“þyîû ¢y!›œÐ ö„þy˜ 
¢îû„þyîûéôé£z ö“þy ö›öì˜ !˜öì“þ þ™yöìîû ˜yÐó ö˜yöìîœ „þ!›!Ýþîû ßþ™ÜT 
‹îyî– òîûy‹˜#!“þéôé!˜îûöìþ™Çþ¦þyöìî “¤þyîûy !ŸÒ#îû ßþºy!•„þyîûöì„þ 
¢›íÅ˜ „þöìîû˜Ðó vþzöìÍÔ… „þîûy öëöì“þ þ™yöìîû– 1975éôé~ îû&Ÿ !îKþy˜# 
xyöìw£z Ÿy…yîû¦þöì„þ ö˜yöìîœ ö”çëûy !˜öìëûç öŸyîûöì†yœ !„þŠ%é „þ› 
£ëû!˜Ð ~„þíyç ö†yþ™˜ îûy…y ëyöìî ˜y öë– ¢yîöì‹!Q!¦þ!Ýþîû vþzþ™îû 
îûyÜTÉ#ëû !˜ëûsþföì’îû ~£z îÄyþ™yîû!Ýþ ¢›y‹“þsþf ¢Á™öì„Åþ öîûy›y!rÝþ„þ 
•yîû’yöì„þ ëöìíÜT xy£“þ „þöìîûÐ !îÙ»…Äy“þ ”yŸÅ!˜„þ îûyöì¢œ– ‹¤y þ™œä 
¢y“Åþîû– £z!œëûy ~öìîû˜î%†Å ²Ì›%… ›˜#¡ì#îûy hßþy!œ˜ ë%öì†îû !˜öìÜ™¡ì’ 
!˜öìëû x“þÄhsþ !î‰þ!œ“þ £öìëû þ™öìvþü!Šéöìœ˜– ~›˜!„þ– hßþy!œöì˜îû vþz_
îû¢y•„þöì”îû ˜#!“þöì“þçÐ

ßþº¦þyî“þ£z– ~…yöì˜ ²ÌÙÀ çöìàþ– îûy!Ÿëûyîû ~öì£˜ îûyÜTÉ#ëû ç îûy‹÷ì˜!“þ„þ 
þ™!îû›[þöìœ xyöìœ„þ‹y[þyîû ¢œäöìGþ!˜ê!¢öì˜îû î£z=!œ “þy£öìœ 
²Ì„þy!Ÿ“þ £îyîû ¢%öìëy† öþ™œ !„þ „þöìîûÚ ¢£‹ vþz_îûÐ îûy‹÷ì˜!“þ„þ 

þ™yœyî”œ ‡öìÝþ!Šéœ îöìœÐ 1953 ¢yöìœ hßþy!œöì˜îû ›,“%þÄîû þ™îû 
Çþ›“þy¢#˜ £˜ !˜!„þ“þy ¢yöì†Å!¦þ‰þ e%«öìØþ¦þÐ hßþy!œ˜ xy›öìœ ëöìíÜT 
xþ™”ßþi £öìëû!Šéöìœ˜ !“þ!˜ ç “¤þyîû ¢D#îûyÐ „þyöì‹£z îûy‹÷ì˜!“þ„þ 
î”œy öë ‰þœöìî– “þy£z ö“þy ßþºy¦þy!î„þÐ x“þ~î– hßþy!œ˜éôé!îöì›y‰þ˜ 
þ™îÅ ‰þöìœ!Šéœ e%«öìØþöì¦þîû ö˜“,þöìc£zÐ ¢œäöìGþ!˜ê!¢öì˜îû öìœ…
y=!œ Šéyþ™îyîû x˜%›!“þéôéöì”çëûy ²Ì¢öìD îû&Ÿ þ™!œÝþî%Äöìîûyöì“þ 
~£z îûyÜTÉ˜yëûöì„þîû ßþ¿îû’#ëû vþz!_«–éôôôéòò There’s a Stalinist 
in each of you; there’s even a Stslinist in me. 
We must root out this evil.óó šþœ×&!“þ– ¡ìyöìÝþîû ”Ÿöì„þ 
îûy!Ÿëûyëû ²Ì„þy!Ÿ“þ £óœ ¢œäGäþéôé~îû ²Ìí› þ™öìîÅîû ¢y!£“þÄ „þ#!“ÅþÐ 
²Ìîœ ‹˜!²Ìëû“þyëû ¦þy¢öìœ˜ !“þ!˜Ð !„þlsþ îû£zöìœ˜ Ÿyhsþ !˜îûy¢_«Ð 
x˜%›y˜ „þöìîû!Šéöìœ˜– „þ# ‡Ýþöì“þ ‰þöìœöìŠéÐ e%«öìØþöì¦þîû ¢›öìëû ö„þy˜  
”›˜›)œ„þ !„þŠ%é ‡öìÝþ !˜ “¤þyîû ‹#îöì˜Ð !„þlsþ e«öì› e«öì› xyîyîû ö„þ. 
!‹. !î.óîû öŸÄ˜‰þÇ%þ “þ#Çøþ“þîû £óœÐ îyöì‹ëûy® £óœ “¤þyîû öîŸ !„þŠ%é  
öœ…yÐ “þöìî ö¢Ýþy ¢_öìîûîû ”Ÿöì„þÐ !îöìŸ¡ì „þöìîû ö˜yöìîœ ö‡y¡ì’yîû 
þ™îûÐ 

e%«öìØþöì¦þîû þ™îûî“Åþ# ²Ì•y˜›sþf# ö„þy!¢!†˜ “þíy„þ!í“þ ö„þyÓþ 
çëûyîû îy àþy[þy ë%kþ ‰þyœyöì˜yîû þ™Çþþ™y“þ# !Šéöìœ˜ þ™yØþyöì“þÄîû ¢öìDÐ 
~£z þ™!îû!ßþi!“þöì“þ– ö„þ. !‹. !îóîû î”y˜Ä“þyëû ¢œäöìGþ!˜ê!¢˜öì„þ 
ö”Ÿ Šéyvþüöì“þ £öìœy 1974 ¢yöìœÐ ö„þöìvþü ö˜çëûy £óœ “¤þyîû 
ö¢y!¦þöìëû“þ ˜y†!îû„þcÐ ²Ìíöì› ‹y›Åy!˜îû šÊþyBþš%þÝÅþ– ö¢…y˜ öíöì„þ 
¢%£z‹yîûœÄyuþ– þ™!îûöìŸöì¡ì xyöì›!îû„þyëû ÞÝþÄy˜öìšþyvÅþ !îÙ»!î”Äyœöìëû 
!„þŠ%é „þyöì‹îû ¢%öìëy† öþ™öìœ˜ ¢œäGäþÐ ~îû›öì•Ä– îûy!Ÿëûyîû ²Ì•y˜ 
öîÊ‹öì˜¦þ ~öìœ˜– ö†öìœ˜çÐþ þ™!îûöìŸöì¡ì 1988ö“þ vþz”yîû#„þîûöì’îû 
îy“þyöì¢ ö¢y!¦þöìëû“þ ö²Ì!¢öìvþrÝþ £öìœ˜ !›…y£zœ †îûîyöì‰þ¦þÐ  
@Õy¢˜hßäþ ç öþ™îû÷ìßþf„þyîû îy“Åþyî£Ð ö„þ ‹yöì˜– ~£z î¢hsþéôéîy“þyöì¢îû 
!þ™Šéöì˜ ›y!„Åþ!˜ þ™y…yîû Gþyþ™Ýþ !Šéœ !„þ˜yÐ †îûîyöì‰þ¦þöì„þ£z– “þ¤yîû 
xöì‡y!¡ì“þ ”yëû–éôôôéòto preside over the liquidation of 
U.S.S.R.ó Svþz£z˜ÞÝþ˜ä ‰þy!‰þöìœîû „þyöìŠé îy„þÄîõþ!Ýþîû ‹˜Ä }’ 
ßþº#„þyîû „þîûöì“þ £öìîVéôôôé ¢yîûöì“þ £óœ 25 öŸ !vþöì¢Áºîû 1991éôé~Ð 
ö¢y!¦þöìëû“þ £zvþz!˜ëûöì˜îû !îœ%!®öì“þ ›y˜!‰þe î”œyœ £zvþzöìîû!ŸëûyîûÐ 
“þyîûþ™îû ëíye«öì› î!îû¢ £zöìëûœê!¢˜ ~î‚ þ™%!“þöì˜îû ö˜“,þcÐ

îûyÜTÉ²Ì•y˜ †îûîyöì‰þ¦þ !˜îÅy!¢“þ „þíy„þyîû ¢Á™öì„Åþ îöìœ!Šéöìœ˜– 
“Man of unique destiny whose name will 
remain in Russian history.” xyîûç ²ÌŸ!hßþ– “He was 
one of the first people who spoke out about the 
people who lived through this but were not 
broken.”



28

A U T U M N
A N N U A L

1990 ö“þ ¢œäGäþéôéöì„þ !šþ!îûöìëû ö”çëûy £óœ îû&Ÿ ˜y†!îû„þcÐ  
›y“,þ¦)þ!›öì“þ !šþîûöìœ˜ 1994éôé~ ”#‡Å ”%ó”Ÿöì„þîû !˜îÅy¢˜ „þy!ÝþöìëûÐ

ßþºöì”öìŸ ¢›y”,“þ £öìœ˜ !îþ™%œ ¦þyöìîÐ ²Ìîyöì¢ íy„þy„þyœ#˜ ¢›öìëû 
~öì„þîû þ™îû ~„þ ²Ì„þy!Ÿ“þ £öìëû!Šéœ “¤þyîû „þyœ‹ëû# ¢y!£“þÄ„þ›Å=!œÐ 
vþzþ™˜Äy¢– „þ!î“þy– ²Ìîõþ– ˜yÝþ„þ— †Ò– þ™eyîœ#– ¦þy¡ì’ ~î‚ 
îûy!Ÿëûyîû £z!“þ£y¢!¦þ!_„þ ²Ì!’•y˜öìëy†Ä îû‰þ˜y ò”Ä öîûvþ ý£zœóÐ 
“¤þyîû ‹#îöì˜îû öŸ¡ì þ™îÅ– ¢!“þÄ„þíy îœöì“þ ö†öìœ– ¢Á¿y˜‹˜„þ 
÷î×y!›„þ xîßþiyÐ xyöì›!îû„þy ç £zvþzöìîûyöìþ™ „þy!ÝþöìëûöìŠé˜Ð î_«îÄ 
öîûöì…öìŠé˜ £y¦ÅþyöìvÅþîû ›öì“þy ˜y›# !îÙ»!î”Äyœöìëûîû ¢%•#›[þœ#îû 
„þyöìŠéÐ !„þlsþ þ™yØþyöì“þÄîû ö¦þy†îy”# ‹#î˜•yîûy “¤þyîû !Šéœ ̃ yéôéþ™¢¨äÐ 
þ™þ™ä ¢‚ßþ,ñ!“þéç !Šéœ “¤þyîû „þyöìŠé xîöì£œyîûÐ îöìœ!Šéöìœ˜– òòThe 
human soul longs for things higher, warmer, 
and purer than those offered by today’s mass 
living habits ... by TV stupor and intolerable 
music.óó ~›˜ ›y˜%¡ìöì„þ þ™îûéôé²Ì‹§Ã !˜“þyhsþ òxy„Åþy£z¦þyœó ›öì˜ 
„þîûöìî– ~ ‡Ýþ˜y£z ë%öì†y!‰þ“þÐ ”%ƒ¢£– !„þhs$þ îyhßþîÐ •#öìîû •#öìîû 
•˜“þy!sþf„þ ö”Ÿ=!œç !˜ßþ™,£ £!FŠéœ “¤þyîû ¢Á™öì„ÅþÐ Së%kþîy‹ 
‹yþ™y˜öì„þ ¢›yöìœy‰þ˜y „þîûyëû öë›˜ “þyöì”îû îûî#wéôé¦þ!_« 
„þöì›!ŠéœÐV

þ™!îû’“þ îëûöì¢ „þ˜äš%þ!¢ëûy¢ !„þÁºy ÝþœÞÝþëû !„þÁºy ý£zÝäþ›Äyöì˜îû 
Sîûî#w˜yíéôé£z îy ˜˜ä ö„þ˜V ›öì“þy }!¡ì“%þœÄ ö‰þ£yîûyîû ~£z 
!îöìî„þéôéþ™%îû&¡ì ˜y ¦þyöìœyîy¢öìœ˜ „þ!›vþz!˜‹ä›öì„þ– ˜y @ùÌ£’ 
„þîûöìœ˜ îû„  xÄyuþ öîûyœ ‹#î˜•yîûyöì„þÐ ²Ìy‰þ#˜ îûy!Ÿëûyîû 
¢‚ßþ,ñ!“þ ~î‚ ú!“þ£Ä !˜öìëû£z öŸ¡ì îëûöì¢ !˜›@À!‰þ“þ îû£zöìœ˜Ð 
öŸ¡ì‹#îöì˜ îû&Ÿéôé£zý”# ¢Á™„Åþ !˜öìëû Two hundred years 
together S2003 ¢yöìœ ²Ì„þy!Ÿ“þV !œöì… îîû‚ xyîûç !î“þöì„Åþ 
‹!vþüöìëû þ™vþüöìœ˜Ð hßþy!œ˜ë%†öì„þ ò~:öìþ™y‹ó „þöìîû!Šéöìœ˜Ð 
öœ!˜˜öì„þç öŠéöìvþü „þíy îöìœ˜!˜ !“þ!˜Ð ¢›y‹“þy!sþf„þ xy”ŸÅöì„þ 
îyhßþîy!ëû“þ „þîûyîû ²Ìëûy¢# öœ!˜˜ 1920 ¢yöìœ îöìœ!Šéöìœ˜– 
ò›y˜!î„þ vþzþ™y”y˜ç ë!”ç þ™%¤!‹îyöì”îû ¢,!ÜT– “þî%ç “þyöì„þ îy” 
!”öìëû „þ!›vþz!˜‹› †vþüy ëyëû ˜yÐóéôôôé“þy ¢öìcç ¢œäGþéôé~îû ›öì“þ– 
éôôôé îûy‹÷ì˜!“þ„þ !îöìîûy!•“þy ”›öì˜ !˜ëÅy“þöì˜îû xy×ëû !“þ!˜ç 

!˜öìëû!Šéöìœ˜ ëöìíÜT ›yeyëûÐ ö¢y!¦þöìëû“þ þ™îûî“Åþ# îûy!Ÿëûyîû 
˜#!“þ!îîû!£“þ ö¦þy†îy”# ¢‚ßþ,ñ!“þ ¢œäöìGþîû îû&!‰þ„þîû ›öì˜ £ëû!˜Ð 
~¢îöì„þ “þ#îÊ ¦þy¡ìyëû „þ¡ìy‡y“þ „þîûöì“þ îyöì•!˜ ~£z !˜¦þ#Å„þ !îöìî„þ# 
¢_yîûÐ

›öì˜ £öì“þ þ™yöìîû !‰þhsþyîû ÷îþ™îû#“þÄ– !„þlsþ !îöìÙÕ¡ì’# vþzþ™œ!¸þ 
!˜öìëû !î‰þyîû „þîûöìœ öì”…y ëyöìî– !˜öì‹îû !îÙ»y¢ ç ”ŸÅ˜ öíöì„þ 
„þ…öì˜y ¢öìîû˜!˜ ¢œäöìGþ!˜ê!¢˜Ð !„þ ßþºöì”öìŸ– !„þ !îöì”öìŸÐ 
¢%œ¦þ ‹˜!²Ìëû“þy “¤þyîû „þyöìŠé !Šéœ î‹ÅÄ þ™”yöìíÅîû ›öì“þy£zÐ ‰þœ!“þ 
£yçëûyîû þ™sþi# ö“þy  £öì“þ£z þ™yöìîû˜éôé£z !˜Ð šþöìœ •#öìîû •#öìîû î“Åþ›y˜ 
²Ì‹öì§Ãîû „þyöìŠé !“þ!˜ xþ™!îû!‰þ“þ £öìëû vþzöìàþ!Šéöìœ˜ ~„þíy !˜›Å› 
¢“þÄÐ ›,“%þÄ ~î‚ ‹§ÃŸ“þî¡ìÅ vþz”äëyþ™˜ £ëûöì“þy “¤þyöì„þ ˜“%þ˜¦þyöìî 
þ™!îû!‰þ!“þ !”œÐ îû*þ™„þíyéôéöìŸy˜yöì˜y ²Ì!þ™“þy›£ ×kþyëû ò!¦þ˜öìÝþ‹ó 
£öìëû ëy˜Ð ˜“%þ˜„þyöìœîû vþz”ëûyöìhßþîû Šéyëûy¢D# xyîû íyöì„þ˜ ˜yÐ ~£z 
!˜Û%þîû ¢“þÄöì„þ ›öì˜ öîûöì…ç !„þlsþ ~£z ò„þöìœy¢y¢äó „þíy„þyîûöì„þ 
¢y!£“þÄ¦%þî˜ ›öì˜ îûy…öìî ²Ì…Äy“þ ¢›yöìœy‰þ„þ £Äy!îû¢˜éôé£z 
¢Äy!œ¢öìî!îûóîû ×kþy˜“þ lßþ!“þ £*”öìëû ¢›%Iµœ öîûöì… ƒ

“It is Solzhenitsyn’s camera eye, his absolute 
sense of pitch, his Tolstoyan power of 
charactererization, his deep humaneness, his 
almost military discipline which make his 
work a classic ... comparable with Tolstoy, 
Dostoyevsky and Turgenev if not hyperbole.”

@ùÌsþi}’ ƒ
1Ð 	 ¢œäöìGþ!˜ê!¢˜ ƒ xy îyöìëûy@ùÌyšþ–  ßþñÄyöì›œ !›öìŸœ

2Ð 	 xyöìœ„þ‹y[þyîû ¢œäöì‹!˜ê!¢˜ ƒ xy îyöìëûy@ùÌy!šþƒ ö‹y„Åþöì@ùÌ˜ ç 
~!˜îy†Å

3Ð 	 ÞÝþy!œ˜éôôôé xy£z‹y„þ vþöìëûÝþ‹yîû

4Ð 	 öœ!˜˜ ƒ övþ!¦þvþ Ÿyî

5Ð 	 ¢%¦þy¡ì ›%öì…yþ™y•Äyöìëûîû ²Ìy¢!D„þ ¦)þ!›„þyÐ

6Ð 	 ¢y®y!£„þ öîûyîîyîûéôé~ ²Ì„þy!Ÿ“þ îûyýœ ”yŸ=öì®îû !˜îõþ ò£yvþz £zÝäþ 
xœ !î†y˜äó S29 ‹%œy£z– 2018ÐV



29

2018-2019

One bright day in June, I stood in the 
dim-lit living room of Vanessa Bell’s 
farmhouse in Charleston, Sussex and 

wondered at the route that had led me there. 
Not the journey, which was no more than 
about two hours driving from London through 
English countryside covered in wildflowers. 
But the far-flung combination of reasons that 
had made it an imperative for me to stand in 
that room and breathe in air permeated with 
old books and threadbare rugs.

One of the reasons was Virginia Woolf’s book, 
a A Room of One’s Own. Which girl struggling 
to write would not be thrilled by Virginia 
Woolf’s essay on the impossible odds against 
women writing? It spoke in a voice that was 
true, witty and clear, despite the decades 
between the author’s time and ours. My friends 
read it, I read it, and then we worked our way 
through much of Woolf’s fiction, idolizing her 
as other teenagers might a rock star. For years 
the same postcard of young Virginia sketched 
in wistful charcoal was thumbtacked onto our 
bookshelves, glancing away from us, its gaze as 
elusive as her writing. 

And then there was the cover of A Room of One’s 
Own, painted by the author’s sister Vanessa 
Bell. An arrangement of blobs of colour and 
handpainted type, that cover was memorable 
for its very clumsiness. Vanessa Bell painted all 
the covers for her sister’s books and the books 

Pilgrimages: Charleston, Sussex

ANURADHA ROY

were published by the Hogarth Press, which 
was run by the author’s husband, Leonard 
Woolf. The three of them were at the centre of 
the Bloomsbury Group, that included writers 
such as E. M. Forster and Lytton Strachey. Their 
literary and artistic experiments were as fabled 
as their sexual ones.
As I read about the Bloomsbury Group, I 
read of Charleston.This was the farmhouse to 
which Vanessa Bell retreated with a few other 
members of the group during the first world 
war when conscription made it compulsory 
for men to join the army. They fled to this farm 
because agricultural labourers were not forced 
into joining up.

The valley of Charleston sits under the 
shoulder of the Downs which separates it 
from the English Channel. When Vanessa Bell 
moved there in 1916, it was a spartan 17th-
century farmhouse of flint and brick, with a 
hand-pump for water and no electricity or 
telephone. Only, it was no ordinary farmhouse. 
Charleston was an explosion of colour, passion, 
secrets, artistic adventures: an experiment in 
living differently in the 1920s. It was a large, 
unruly household, with Vanessa, a governess 
and her lover, five children, a cook, kitchen 
maid, as well as the artist Duncan Grant and 
his lover David Garnett. It was the location 
for liaisons between the same set in seemingly 
inexhaustible combinations and for the making 
of a great deal of art.
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Such bohemian freedom and such casual 
brilliance! Charleston came to embody an 
exotic, unreal way to live, so far removed from 
the rickety Calcutta classroom in which we 
thumbed our worn-out college textbooks that it 
became our stuff of fantasy. 

Today the area around the farmhouse is still 
mainly agricultural, and this June morning, 
with bleating sheep on the slopes not far 
from the house, it smelled of warm grass and 
flowers. The garden has mosaics and ponds 
and in one corner a young shrub grows out 
of the headless torso of a woman chopped off 
at her thighs. As you go from room to room, 
you pass flamboyantly painted cupboards, 
bathtubs, windows, fireplaces, lampstands, 
tables, chests. Flowers, nudes, vases, and vines 
dance and leap all over the furniture in blues, 
greys, pinks, oranges and reds. There are 
painted fireplaces and windows. Many artists 
scorn this kind of domestic art as a variety of 
decoration; few remember that Renoir too once 
painted on porcelain and curtains for a living. 

The pottery was made, glazed and painted 
by members of the family. The textiles that 
cover the sofas were designed by them. From 
children of five to renowned artists, anyone 
who passed through the house appears to have 
slapped paint onto the nearest table or chest of 
drawers. The charming thing about the house 
is this equality between high art and childrens’ 
daubs of paint.In the same room there might 
be lampshades made by one son, cupboards 
painted by another daughter while the painting 
on the wall is a Picasso. 

At Charleston, the home itself had been turned 
into an artefact. It became the design hub for 
Omega, a London design studio run by Roger 
Fry, once Vanessa Bell’s lover. Inside its lushly 
painted rooms, it was hard to tell apart life 
from art.

**

My mother had never heard of Charleston, but 
she painted. Normally she painted watercolours 

on paper, but often she painted things in the 
house too. We had a lot of chunky old furniture 
and in those days one never threw out old things 
on a whim. You lived with what you had. Her 
way of renewing our furniture was to take a tin 
of enamel paint and a brush to whatever had 
begun to displease her. The house would smell 
of turp and soon the cupboard or table would 
go from grey to red or green. She had seen 
doors and walls painted gorgeously by folk 
artists in Rajasthan, where she had grown up. 
She must have thought she would do the same 
to her own house. It was somewhat eccentric 
behaviour for a woman of her generation.

As soon as my brother and I could handle 
brushes we joined her and our house changed 
by degrees into a forest. Yellow and blue and 
orange macaws grinned behind tropical palms 
on the once oil-spattered stretch of wall behind 
the gas stove in our old, untiled kitchen. Blue 
sunbirds drank nectar from red hibiscus on 
an Electrolux fridge discoloured with age. A 
stretch of plywood (it hid a defunct cooler fan) 
became aquamarine and green water floating 
with bulbuous fish and fronds of weed. I have 
shelves in my kitchen today covered in purple 
morning glory, andwonky little cupboards and 
plywood tables made new via Berger and a 
brush.

For me, therefore, going to Charleston was not 
a trip to yet another literary home preserved as 
museum. It was a long-planned expedition to 
see a housepainted as mine might have been 
— only I had neither the talent nor a Sussex 
farmhouse. It was also a pilgrimage to see where 
several of my favourite books had been dreamt 
up: in nearby Rodmell is Monk’s House, where 
Virginia Woolf lived and wrote. The river Ouse 
that Woolf drowned herself in after a nervous 
breakdown still flows behind Monk’s House, 
shaded by serene trees.

I lingered for some minutes gazing at the river, 
trying to sense ghosts, but Rodmell village has 
nothing spooky about it. At the Cricketer’s Arms 
the benches outside are full with people drinking 
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cider and eating sausages. A little distance 
away, is the Berwick Church whose walls are 
decorated with playful murals by Vanessa and 
her menage. Charleston itself, on this June day, 
buzzes with students at an art workshop. The 
teachers murmur companionably to each other 
drinking tea from bright, big mugs. It’s all so 
cosy and tame it doesn’t seem possible that 
this was the epicentre of artistic hedonism and 

literary agony a century or so ago.

Inside the painted house, with its plump beds 
and shelves full of books, it feels as if the family 
will come back anytime, aghast at our invasion. 
Staying seems intrusive. Outside in the garden, 
a weatherbeaten old statue peers out of the 
shrubbery at a bank of red poppies, and tall 
heads of allium nod over the sunlit pond.
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True, I talk of dreams,
Which are the children of an idle brain,
Begot of nothing but vain fantasy, Romeo 

and Juliet, Act 1, Scene 4

Anyone belonging to my generation, when 
asked to conjure up his version of the Presidency 
tale, cannot help feeling a bit like the Ancient 
Mariner in Coleridge’s “Rime”. The college 
that I attended and the age it represented have 
been washed away by the tides of time. Half 
forgotten memories cling nevertheless like 
albatrosses around the necks of some of us. It 
is a punishment that can be awarded only to 
people who have shamelessly outlived their 
allotted time in “this breathing world”. 

The shame of over-extension does not visit 
those, of course, who had not only been a part 
of that “age of fables”, but continue to live on 
even today in supreme glory, and rightfully 
so, having joined possibly the ranks of the 
immortal. Almost surely, Amartya Sen leads 
the chosen few, accompanied by stars such 
as the geologist Asish Ranjan Basu, physicist 
Bikash Sinha and several others. Nonetheless, 
being admitted to Presidency College following 
the school board examinations endowed every 
student without exception during that age 
with an aura of greatness. Middle class parents 
took pride in announcing that their children 
were the chosen ones and their less fortunate 
neighbours invariably envied them. 

Looking Back at the Sixties: Tale Told by an 
Absolute Nobody

DIPANKAR DASGUPTA

As I remember, following what used to be 
known as the School Final Examination, I had 
walked through the gates of the college for the 
first time with “bated breath and whisp’ring 
humbleness”, to start off as a student of the 
Intermediate of Science (ISc) class. Admission 
was inextricably linked to the aggregate score 
secured in the School Final Examination. I 
should have been surprised and possibly filled 
with jubilation to locate my name in the first list 
of the successful admission seekers. At the very 
top of the list shone those who had achieved 
a rank in the board examination. First, second, 
third and so on as the list travelled all the way 
down in order of mark-wise merit. My name 
appeared somewhere near the very bottom, 
belonging as I did to the group that had also 
run, though I doubt that I ever tried seriously to 
participate in the “also ran” race. I had probably 
managed to simply limp along at best, a habit 
that I have failed to kick till this very day.  

I maintained a respectful distance from the 
medalists, once classes began. The champions 
were strewn across the classroom glowing 
in celestial glory, while a large number of us 
hoped to escape notice. I recall professors, 
one in particular, who on the very first day 
that he saw us, ordered us to declare our 
scores, not sotto voce but loudly and  clearly. 
Those who revealed monumental scores were 
further investigated. “What was your rank?” 
The answer could be a stunning “Third” or a 
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“fourth”. But the likes of me were not spared 
on that account. Our desperate prayers to be 
granted invisibility having been ignored by the 
powers in Heaven, we too had to own up to our 
rank-denied ignominy. The classrooms might 
have resembled cauldrons of class struggle on 
such occasions, being filled up by two sorts of 
students, the Prince Hamlets and the crowd of 
“attendant lords”. 

Whatever the perceptions of the world outside 
might have been, within the college boundaries, 
class distinctions existed. Only a  handful of 
students were assumed to be the heirs apparent 
to thrones of glory, with the majority resembling 
strangers à la Camus. Of course, fate decreed 
that many a throne had to be abdicated in the 
course of time, sometimes wilfully, sometimes 
in battlefields. The anonymous beginners often 
transformed into celebrities and the hastily 
anointed ones disappeared into the wilderness 
with equal frequency.  

***

Volumes have been written about the goings on 
within the college premises, about professors 
whose names will stand carved in stone for 
the rest of eternity. Since the high and mighty 
have already sung paeans in their praise, I can 
succeed, if at all, in adding minuscule footnotes 
to them. I will try and perform that holy duty at 
some point or the other in this essay. However, 
what attracted me more to start with were the 
environs of the Presidency College of yore. The 
clock in the clock tower, next to the observatory 
in the main building, if memory serves me right, 
never worked, so that recorded time appeared 
to have remained frozen throughout the entire 
period of my student day association with the 
college. The Derozio Hall did not exist, though 
we had been promised by Sanat Bose, the then 
Principal, that funds for the auditorium had 
been sanctioned. He warned us with deadly 
precision, though, that it was not likely to 
come up in the foreseeable future. There being 
no auditorium in the college, most cultural 
programmes organised by the Students’ Union 

were held in the Physics Lecture Theatre in 
Baker Laboratory building. This is where we 
were charmed by Debabrata Biswas, Purabi 
Mukhopadhyay and many other renowned 
singers. 

This Lecture Theatre, which continues to 
exist, was also the venue for public debates 
organised by students and the most popular 
and  unbelievably talented debater I was 
fortunate enough to witness performing there 
was Sudhangsu Dasgupta. Hiranmoy Karlekar, 
who was himself a student of Presidency 
College, was also an impressive debater. In 
all likelihood, around the time I heard him 
debate, he was a post-graduate student. 
Gayatri Chakravarty (later Spivak), along 
with Jayabrata Bhattacharjee (who was a year 
junior to me) and a much younger Sundar 
Chatterjee (later known as film actor Dhritiman 
Chattopadhyay) regaled us with their debating 
skills too. 

The best of the debates that we were exposed to 
in the Physics Lecture Theatre were organised 
in the form of “Mock Parliament” and the 
issue that was debated by this Parliament 
was the dismissal of the democratically 
elected communist government of E.M.S. 
Namboodiripad in Kerala. The dismissal took 
place on 31 July, 1959. It was my first year at 
Presidency College and I have no clear idea 
about the exact date of the debate. Eminent 
politicians such as Siddhartha Sankar Ray 
and Sadhan Gupta, as well as regular debaters 
like Sudhansu Dasgupta and N. Viswanathan 
participated in the debate. Saila Kumar 
Mukherjee, who had been the Speaker of the 
West Bengal Legislative Assembly from 1952 
through 1957 acted as the Speaker for the Mock 
Parliament too.     

It was one of the grandest of shows I witnessed 
during my student life and I simply cannot 
forget the oratorical skills that our young 
minds were exposed to on that afternoon. 
The students were thrilled and I think that 
the motion was thrown open to vote, but I do 
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not remember which side won on that lovely 
autumn afternoon. It’s quite possible that the 
Treasury benches won, since the Students’ 
Union at the time had an SFI minority and the 
group that dominated students’ affairs was 
the anti-SFI group PCSU (Presidency College 
Students’ Union).

Students presented musical performances 
too on occasions and one in particular that 
has remained glued to my mind was Partha 
Ghose’s singing with a piano accordion that he 
played himself. Most probably, he was then a 
student of the final year of the Physics Honours 
course and I was a year junior to him, studying 
Economics. It is difficult to come up with a list 
of the numbers he presented, but I distinctly 
remember him singing Kishore Kumar’s 
unforgettable song “shing nei tobu nam tar 
shingho …” He achieved instant popularity 
in college by his performance and I was told 
that many of the girls who attended his show 
fell in love with him. And why not? He was 
handsome, he was a talented singer and he was 
an accomplished student.  

There was yet another venue for an annual 
gathering, the Star Theatre in North Calcutta. 
Students used to stage all boys or girls plays 
there, since university rules strictly forbade 
boys and girls performing together. The girls 
normally perfomed Tagore dance dramas, such 
as Chitrangada or Shyama. Boys restricted  
themselves to plays like Sukumar Ray’s 
Chalachchitto Chanchori. Dwijen Bagchi, a 
lawyer in later life, was an accomplished actor. 
He excelled in these shows. Normally English 
language performances were avoided. During 
my student days though, English plays were 
staged for two consecutive years. The one I 
participated in had a female character in it, 
which was doctored upon, changing it from 
someone or the other’s wife to his brother. 

***

Students spoke to one another mostly in 
Bengali, avoiding English as far as possible. The 

atmosphere was typically Bengali middle-class. 
However, a cultural revolution of sorts occurred 
during the year I joined the BA programme in 
1961. A significantly large number of students 
joined the college who had a Loreto College 
or a St. Xavier’s College background. Most of 
them were fluent in English and opted for what 
was called Alternative English for the BA Pass 
course instead of Bengali. It took a while for the 
college to get accustomed to this new breed of 
students, but they were quite friendly and those 
who wished to associate with them were soon 
part of the group. The revolutionaries were 
led by a group of girls who had arrived from 
Loreto College. They brought a metamorphosis 
in the college premises, sartorially speaking. 
Prior to their arrival, the girls who studied in 
the college showed up in simple cotton saree. 
The Loreto girls arrived in tight fitting salwar-
kurtas and their kurtas, unthinkably enough, 
were often sleeveless. And there was a girl, 
who, if I remember correctly, arrived one day 
in a skirt. That was a bombshell. There was a 
murmur of disapproval, which could have, 
I am not entirely sure, reached the Teachers’ 
Room as well. But pretty girls in pretty dresses 
were pretty girls in pretty dresses and they won 
hands down. I am still in touch with some of 
these revolutionaries and they are no different 
from any other average Bengali person. In any 
case, middle class or not, they did precipitate 
a change and apparel-wise at least, the girls 
transformed the Presidency look from that year. 

***

The quadrangle next to the Baker Laboratory 
was a quintessential green, maintained in that 
state along with rows of the best seasonal 
flowers under the loving care of the Principal. 
A person entering the college for the first time 
was invariably caught by the breathtaking 
beauty of the garden and the bright green field. 
The maintenance did not extend to many of 
the other essential facilities, but this oversight 
was a part of middle class culture as well and 
no one ever demurred over such issues. One 
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assumes, though, that the Principal’s office and 
the Teachers’ Rooms were adequately equipped 
to attend to nature’s calls.  

The green quadrangle was where Dipak Ghosh 
excelled. He was a talented cricketer and 
students crowded to watch him produce over-
boundaries, one after another, during matches 
played against other colleges. St Xavier’s 
College was our principal opponent and when 
they came to play at the Baker quadrangle, all 
the students forgot about their classes. The 
Xaverians’ principal target was Dipak Ghosh 
and their joy knew no bounds once Ghosh 
was dismissed. However, was difficult to put 
a stop to his magic, which does not mean of 
course that he never fell prey to the opponents’ 
attack. On one occasion, I remember him being 
sent back to the pavilion by the captain of the 
St. Xavier’s team, Shivaji Roy I think, who 
caught Ghosh in the slips. Among Dipak’s 
many cricketing achievements was the number 
of glass windows in the Baker Laboratory 
Building that his boundaries managed to smash 
into splinters. 

Yet another accomplished cricketer was 
Bikash Sinha, whom I have mentioned earlier. 
However, there was a fundamental difference 
between the likes of him or Partha Ghose and 
Dipak Ghosh. Sinha and Ghose were successful 
students as well, which Ghosh was not. He was 
a student of the Mathematics Honours course, 
but I doubt that he ever attended classes. I do 
not think he managed to complete his degree 
at all. On days that had no cricket matches 
scheduled, he sat in the Coffee House in Albert 
Hall, chain smoking in a quiet corner, mostly 
alone. What his problem was, I never found out. 
He came from a well-to-do family I was told 
that lived in a two storied bungalow near the 
Gariahat crossing. And one day, without notice, 
he died. Some told me that his family had a 
history of premature deaths, but I didn’t know 
him sufficiently well to know the details. A pall 
of gloom descended on the college on that ill 
fated day, students speaking in whispers, but 
soon enough life was back to normal.  

***

I normally caught the No. 10 bus at Gariahat 
crossing to reach College Street. These were 
double decker buses, pretty crowded while 
boarding, but on lucky days the boys found 
empty seats. On exceptionally lucky days, 
there would be a girl from college and one 
could sit next to her. Being able to pay for her 
ticket (ten paise probably) was bliss. Outside 
academics, it was the ultimate achievement 
one could hope for. There was a longer route as 
well from College Street to Gariahat. This was 
the No. 2 or 2B bus route, the preferred route if 
accompanied by a girl.  

The college was bordered on its southern 
fringe by the Calcutta University campus, 
as Presidency University still is. What has 
disappeared, though, is the grand Senate Hall 
with its Corinthian pillars. The Senate Hall 
directly faced Goldighi in College Square and 
many an idle afternoon was spent in College 
Square munching peanuts. Beyond the eastern 
boundaries of College Square stood the 
Paramount “sherbet” restaurant (along with its 
competitor Paragon, which no longer) exists. 
We partook of the excellent elixir they served on 
days when our meagre allowances permitted 
the extravagance. What we drank there left us 
in a tongue licking state for days on end. 

On the southern border of College Square 
stood Puntiram Sweets, which we visited on 
poorer days to consume a variety of snacks. The 
northern boundary of the college was flanked 
by the YMCA building, which housed a small 
restaurant and this too we visited once in a 
while. Beyond YMCA, across Harrison Road 
was Dwarik Ghosh’s renowned eatery, which 
sold mouth watering “luchi” and “aloor dam” 
for 6 paise and “luchi” and “chholar dal” for 
4 on our financially stressed days. There was 
yet another restaurant on Harrison Road, Gyan 
Babur Cabin, which directly faced Bankim 
Chatterjee Street. I don’t think too many 
students from college went there, but thanks to 
a magnanimous cousin, I did get to taste one of 
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its delicacies one afternoon. The dish carried a 
name as exotic as “Kiss Me Quick”. Gyan Babur 
Cabin rests now in peace one knows not where, 
an event which could well have motivated my 
cousin to migrate to Australia. 

College Street Coffee House of course occupied 
the pride of place. It was the most patronised 
restaurant. It was somewhat expensive, quite 
apart from being smoke filled. Chairs were 
often hard to find and there were invariably 
days when one could afford to consume 
nothing other than the smoke and the intellect 
stimulating conversations carried out by people 
sharing the table, or, at best, the cheapest fare it 
served. This last was known as “infusion” and 
looked like black coffee. One hears a great deal 
about Coffee House being the most authentic 
producer of  bales of Bengal’s intellectual fabric. 
But I have to admit that the only thing that ever 
attracted me to that restaurant was its Mutton 
Afghani. I visited the place a few years ago only 
to discover to my horror that Mutton Afghani 
still existed, but it did so in a hopelessly 
depreciated state.    

College Street itself may have grown more 
congested compared to those days, but even if 
it has done so, this is not too apparent. It was 
always bursting at the seams, and it is difficult 
to imagine that the seams have actually given 
way. Of course, the one way traffic arrangement 
is a modern day phenomenon, but it is hard to 
distinguish the one way flow from the two way 
flow of the past. 

***

I was a regular student of Presidency College 
from 1959 through 1963. I completed my BA 
degree in Economics in 1963, but remained 
enrolled as a student till 1965, though I was 
attending classes in Kantakal at the time as 
a post-graduate student. An arrangement 
between Presidency College and Calcutta 
University those days made it possible for 
Masters’ students to be enrolled as students of 
Presidency College, primarily to let them have 

access to the College library. Taking this into 
account, I think I can declare myself to have 
been officially a student of Presidency College 
for six years. 

As I said, I had started off as a student of 
the Intermediate of Science (ISc) class, after 
finishing what was known as the School Final 
Examination. What are my memories from the 
ISc class? Not much alas that is worth recording. 
Few teachers in the science stream managed 
to leave any deep impression. And this has 
little to do with the passage of time, for I have 
fascinating memories of teachers who taught 
me in school. I have recorded those memories 
elsewhere. 

However, One teacher in the ISc class stood 
out. This was P.C. Rakshit. His classes were full 
of drama, drama that easily attracted young 
minds. He taught us physical chemistry and I 
recall the manner in which he distinguished a 
physical mixture from a chemical compound. 
A physical compound, he said, was a bit like 
a “muri-mudki” mix. Even after mixing them 
up, it was not difficult to un-mix them into 
their component parts, simply by physically 
separating out the two components. The 
mixtures that doctors prescribed those days 
and compounders  served  were therefore not   
physical compounds from a chemist’s point of 
view. 

Another fascinating incident that I remember 
from this class was the experiment he carried out 
to show how water could be produced by fusing 
two molecules of hydrogen with one molecule 
of oxygen. I was much impressed by the sound 
and fury accompanying the experiment. When 
the experiment was completed, we saw a clear 
glass dome sprinkled with water drops. If I 
remember correctly, he used a catalyst to carry 
out the experiment and that was the first time 
I learnt about a catalyst. Rakshit did not teach 
us for too long and the syllabus changed to 
inorganic chemistry. These were taught by 
teachers whom I quickly forgot. 
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Physics was taught by a number of teachers, but 
it was Nagen Das who took the largest number 
of classes. I am afraid that I remember very 
little of the Physics I learnt either. The teaching 
methods were uninspiring and on that account 
perhaps, I found the subject unattractive. On 
the other hand, as I realised much later in life, 
Physics is concerned with fundamental and 
deep questions. The professors did not pose 
the questions, for me at least, in a manner that 
could arouse my inquisitiveness.  

Mathematics was yet another subject that failed 
to excite me and this was most unfortunate. I 
had opted for Mechanics as an elective subject 
for the School Final Examination and performed 
reasonably well in the finals. The Mechanics I 
was taught in school constituted a part of the 
Mathematics syllabus for ISc as well. But the 
teaching method was maddeningly dull and 
helped me forget all that I learnt in school.  

The classes that I attended in the ISc course 
did me more harm than good and Physics, 
Chemistry and Mathematics helped me little 
to progress in my academic career at this stage 
of life. This is strange, to say the least, since in 
later life I literally fell in love with Mathematics 
as I specialised in Economic Theory and a 
good deal of my research in the subject used 
Mathematics that I hated in Presidency College 
but learnt with enthusiasm when confronted 
by some of the most wonderful teachers I came 
across. Of course, I need to admit here that my 
reactions to the teachers may not have been 
shared by my classmates. They could very well 
disagree with me and I have little to offer in 
self-defence if they do. 

***

Despite my deficiencies, I performed 
manageably well in the ISc examination and 
my father was hell bent on sending me to an 
engineering college. The batch of students 
I belonged to was  quite exceptional in this 
respect. The score-wise best among them opted 
for engineering courses and there were a few 

left who were willing to continue with Physics, 
Chemistry or other regular science subjects. 
The Physics Department in particular had 
rarely been betrayed by the rank holders in this 
manner. So, what was unimaginable those days, 
students belonging to lower rungs easily found 
admission into the Physics, Geology and other 
Honours courses. Not that they did not flourish 
in later life. In fact, I have already mentioned 
Asish Basu, who could not find immediate 
admission to the Geology department. But 
he is a world renowned  geologist today even 
though he could have been considered a non-
starter when he joined the Geology course. 

I had of course lost all interest in pursuing a 
science career and fought hard at home to switch 
to Economics, which during those days was 
considered an Arts subject. Once I was able to 
convince my father to let me off the hook, I was 
admitted to the Economics Department quite 
easily, though I cannot say that I performed 
particularly well there either. 

The professor who moved us most was 
Bhabatosh Dutta, whose teaching skills are 
impossible to forget. He was full of humour 
and his classes were intensely dramatic. The 
students simply lapped up what he taught 
and I missed only one of his classes during the 
course of my entire BA class and that on account 
of some illness or the other. He reminded me 
of Utpal Dutt who taught us English in South 
Point School. Utpal Dutt’s teaching was full of 
drama as well and the students got instantly 
attracted to his classes. 

The other well-known teachers I was exposed to 
in the BA Honours class were Tapas Majumdar 
and Nabendu Sen. They were serious teachers. 
Dipak Banerjee taught us for a single day, after 
which he left for an assignment abroad. On that 
single day, however, he gave us useful advice. 
He drew our attention to a number books in 
macroeconomics which were to be avoided 
under all circumstances. He did not proceed 
beyond this. 
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However, around four years later, I got to 
know him closely, when I was selected as 
a research scholar in the newly instituted 
Centre for Economic Studies in the Economics 
Department. During those days, I did get to 
learn a good deal from him and it was he who 
was instrumental in my securing a fellowship 
in a US university to complete a PhD degree. 
My association with Dipak Banerjee continued 
till the very end of his life. As is often the case, 
the teacher-student relationship vanishes and 
is replaced by friendship. Something similar 
in nature occurred as far as my relationships 
with Nabendu Sen and Tapas Majumdar were 
concerned as well. 

I was taught by Upendra Nath Ghoshal too, 
the departmental head, who clearly thought 
me to be the worst student in the class. Nirmal 
Majumdar taught us Aristotle’s Politics, Nirmal 
Chandra Basu Roychoudhuri lectured on 
International relations and Ramesh Ghosh 
taught us Political Theory. I failed to impress 
the Political Science professors and ended the 
BA course with a firm conviction that I was 
an absolute nobody as far as my abilities as a 
student were concerned. 

 ***

When those bygone days “flash upon my 
inward eye”, I cannot help asking myself 
why it was that Presidency College forced 
me to drown deep into mediocrity and lose 
whatever self-confidence I possessed. I end up 
with a solitary explanation, which may well be 
incorrect. It was an age when a student’s ability 
was judged almost entirely by the marks she or 
he scored. It was not easy to score high, for it 
involved perseverance. Hard work, that is, with 
a solitary goal. Not inquisitiveness about the 
unknown, but the sprinter’s zeal for snipping off 
a micro-second from the time required to reach 
the finishing line. The philosophy inculcated 
unto students was hard to distinguish from the 
motivations that provoke a Sachin Tendulkar 
or a Serena Williams. Beating the opponent was 
possibly more important than responding to 

the allure of imponderables. This was actually 
encouraged. It was an age when numbers 
scored in examinations alone sanctified. In this 
connection, one needs to be careful of course in 
pointing out that there were several instances 
of students who succeeded in maintaining 
the balance too, between high marks and a 
greed to learn. Mukul Majumdar was the most 
prominent among this latter group, but he was 
not the only one.

***

Going back to the ISc course, while it did not 
fulfil any major goal for me at least, viz. opening 
my mind to science and mathematics, I have 
to admit that the course was not a total waste 
and that for the wrong reasons. English and 
Bengali were compulsory subjects for us and 
these were taught by teachers who fascinated 
me. If I remember correctly it was Tarapada 
Chakravarty who taught us Coleridge’s Rime of 
the Ancient Mariner. This was not the first time 
that I was being introduced to the work, for back 
in school Utpal Dutt, who was perhaps the best 
teacher I have ever known, taught us the same 
poem. Perhaps my familiarity with the poem 
helped me absorb Tarapada Chakravarty’s 
version particularly well. If this was true, then 
it stood in contrast with my experience with 
Mechanics described earlier. Quite apart from 
him, we had Sailen Sen, Bhabatosh Chatterjee, 
Amal Bhattacharyya, Arun Dasgupta and a few 
others in the English Department and they did 
wonders for me. There were excellent teachers 
in the Bengali Department too, but the one I 
remember most fondly was Bhabatosh Datta. 

***
I left college totally bereft of confidence in 
myself. But not all of us were cowards. In this 
connection, I remember my classmate Dipak 
Mitra (who was better known by a nickname that 
his peers had adorned him with but one which 
I shall refrain from using now). I have no idea 
how Dipak had performed in the School Final 
Examination, but I do recall that he displayed 
a singular disinclination towards what the 
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college taught. He remained unmoved by the 
Presidency glory throughout the two years of 
the ISc class. Dipak rarely attended classes and 
must have employed well-known tricks to be 
marked present during the roll call with which 
each class began. It was mandatory to attend a 
minimum percentage of the number of lectures 
delivered. Falling short of the percentage figure 
had serious consequences. Permission to attend 
the final ISc examination was denied. There 
must have been people who were so punished, 
but not Dipak. He managed to sit for the final 
examination alright. And I distinctly remember 
him leaving the examination hall for some 
subject or the other long before the final bell 
went off. This was unthinkable in Presidency 
College. The examinees were so serious that 
they had to be forced to stop writing beyond 
the announced end of the examination hour. 
But Dipak could not care less. He submitted 
his answer script at least an hour before the test 
was over. 
Not that he failed the ISc examination. He was 
too smart to fail in anything he ever took up. He 
didn’t end up with a glowing record of course 
as far as ISc went, but he was least bothered on 
that account. Following the ISc examination, he 
left the college in search of greener pastures. 
My knowledge regarding what he was upto 
following his encounter with Presidency 
College is vague at best. But I did come across 
him much later in life. He was a successful and 
highly regarded corporate lawyer at the time 
and, what was most important, we became close 
friends long after we were both out of College. 
Of course, given Dipak’s successful career, he 
was a bit of a globe trotter as well and it was 
no easy job to drop into his office or home  and 
chat freely. 
Dipak was not incapable of playing pranks on 
the teachers and one incident comes readily to 
my mind. It involved Kajal Bose (later Sen), the 
beloved Kajal-di of the English Department. 
Kajal Bose was back from Oxford and had 
freshly joined the college. Women faculty 
members were rare those days and the only 

other lady I recall teaching at the time belonged 
to the Botany Department. Kajal Bose was 
young, beautiful, full of poise, an epitome of the 
Bengali culture of that age. The Intermediate 
class on the other hand was an all boys class 
in an otherwise co-educational college. Few 
among the boys in the class had ever been 
taught by women teachers. I was a bit of an 
exception in this respect, for I had passed out of 
a co-educational school which employed both 
men and women as teachers. Dipak and the 
others had a different background. And Dipak, 
as I said, had a headful of ideas.

Although he rarely attended classes, he decided 
to attend Kajal Bose’s class one fateful morning. 
He was a bit of a ventriloquist as I discovered 
that day. And he decided to try “confusions” 
with Kajal Bose. He was sitting straight faced 
at the back of the class as she began to lecture. 
When out of nowhere one heard clear notes 
of a sarod being played in full volume. Kajal 
Bose ignored this bravely for a while, but the 
rest of the class didn’t. We began to hear giggles 
and the class turned unmanageably noisy. But 
Dipak carried on with a face devoid of any 
expression at all. Finally, Kajal Bose reacted. 

“Aren’t you ashamed of yourselves?” she 
literally thundered. No one appeared to fit that 
description. She stood there in horrified silence 
for a while and finally threw out a challenge.  “Is 
there anyone in the class who has the courage 
to identify the mischief monger? If there isn’t, 
the entire class will have to pay for this.”

This was a serious threat and one student 
responded. His name was Bishnupada Ukil. 
Till today I think he, like me perhaps, was a 
misfit in the ISc class, or in Presidency College 
itself. In fact, he had given me the impression 
that he was attracted to learning Sanskrit 
more than anything else. He had difficulty in 
expressing himself in the English language 
and had developed the habit of writing up his 
English sentences and reading them out to keep 
conversation going. Bishnupada stood up with 
his sheet of paper. 
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“What exactly is it that you want us to tell you 
Madam?” he read out loud and clear. 

Kajal Bose was quite flabbergasted. She thought 
she had made herself amply clear and simply 
stared back at Bishnupada in disbelief. 

But Bishnupada read on unperturbed. “Do you 
want us to tell you the name of the student who 
is creating this noise?”

At this point, Kajal Bose found back her speech. 
“Why, yes of course. Who is responsible for this 
noise?”

With a sheepish smile on his face, Bishnupada 
read back, “That, Madam, we cannot tell you!”

I have a vague memory that, to her credit, Kajal 
Bose courageously continued with her class, 
ignoring the sounds that continued to pollute 
the air and that Dipak probably never showed 
up for Kajal Bose’s classes again.

None of the three people involved in this 
anecdote live today. Kajal-di, after a successful 
career, passed away. Bishnupada, who joined 

the WBCS, left us many years ago, following 
a heart attack. And Dipak himself was the last 
one to leave. He was suffering from the most 
dreaded of afflictions. Fortunately though, 
his suffering was short lived. I went to see 
him in the ICU at Bellevue Clinic, where he 
was languishing in a semi-conscious state, 
but he did recognise me and gestured me to 
come closer to him. I went as close as I could, 
defying the barriers of tubes and other medical 
equipment. His voice was faint, though I heard 
him quite clearly. “Don’t lament,” he said. And 
that may have been the last words he spoke to 
anyone at all. He left us the next day. 

Dipak was fond of translating Tagore songs 
into English and he had even published a book, 
Echoes, a few years ago. He presented me a 
copy of this book and here are a few lines from 
the first song in the book:

“Remember me yet if I am gone afar, If old love 
is overlaid with a web of fresh passion: If you 
know me not, even if I am near, As I were a 
shadow that might not be, remember me yet.”
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~îûþ™îû xy!› xyîû ö„þï“)þ£œ ”!›öìëû ˜y îûy…öì“þ öþ™öìîû ö¢£z 
öÝþ!îöìœîû „þyöìŠé !†öìëû !˜öì‹îû þ™!îû‰þëû !”öìëû îœœy›éôôôé xy!› 
~„þ‹˜ ¦þyîû“þ#ëû îyˆyœ#Ð xy!› xyþ™˜yöì”îû ö”öì… ¦þ#¡ì’ xyØþëÅ 
£!FŠéÐ ~öì“þy‹˜ îy‚œy îœy öœyöì„þîû ~˜éôéçëûy£zéôé!þ™éôé!vþéôéîû 
£zvþz!˜šþîû› þ™îûyæ “þy– ~˜éôéçëûy£zéôé!þ™éôé!vþéôéö“þ xyþ™˜yöì”îû ›öì“þy 
„þ“þ‹˜ xyöìŠé˜Ú ~„þ‹˜ vþz_îû !”öìœyéôôôé “þy Ÿéôé…yöì˜„þ £öìîÐ 
~„þöìŸy‹˜ îy‚œyöì”Ÿ# ~˜éôéçëûy£zéôé!þ™éôé!vþéôéö“þæ xy‹ç öîy•£ëû 
ö¢…yöì˜ ~„þ‹˜ç ¦þyîû“þ#ëû îyˆyœ# îy xîyDyœ# ¦þyîû“þ#ëû xyöìŠé 
!„þ ˜y ¢öì¨£æ

xy›yöì”îû xvÅþyîû ö”çëûy …yçëûyîû ‹˜Ä xöìþ™Çþy „þîûöì“þ „þîûöì“þ 
xy!› öÝþ!îöìœîû çþ™öìîû þ™öìvþü íy„þy …îöìîûîû „þy†‹=!œ ~„þÝ%þ 
vþzöìÎÝþéôéþ™yöìÎÝþ ö”…œy›Ð ~=öìœyîû ò£y£z ‹yîû˜y!œ!ÞÝþ„þ ¦þÄyœ%ó 
xyöìŠé îöìœ ›öì˜ „þîûyîû ö„þy˜ „þyîû’ ö˜£zÐ !„þŠ%é îy‚œyöì”Ÿ# …îöìîûîû 
þ™îû þ™y“þyîû þ™îû þ™y“þy Ö•% !îKþyþ™˜éôôôé vþz!„þœ– vþy_«yîû– @ùÌ¢y!îûîû 
ö”y„þy˜– ÝþÆyöì¦þœ ~öì‹!ª !„þöì¢îû ˜ëûÐ ~£z ‡Ýþ˜yîû þ™îû ²Ìyëû ”Ÿ 

îŠéîû ö„þöìÝþ ö†öìŠéÐ Ö˜öì“þ þ™y£z Ö•% !˜vþz £zëû„Åþ Ÿ£öìîû£z xhsþ“þƒ 
”Ÿ!Ýþ îy‚œy ÷”!˜„þ „þy†‹ xyöìŠé– “þyîû ¢î„þ!Ýþ£z îy‚œyöì”öìŸîû 
îyDyœ#öì”îû vþzöì”Äyöì†îû šþ¢œÐ !î!¦þ§¬ îy‚œyöì”Ÿ# îÄî¢yîû 
!îKþyþ™öì˜îû xöìíÅ „þy†‹=!œ îû›îû!›öìëû ‰þœöìŠéÐ îœy îyýœÄ öë 
¦þyîû“þ#ëû îyDyœ#öì”îû vþzöì”Äyöì† ~„þ!Ýþç ÷”!˜„þ ö˜£zÐ î“Åþ›yöì˜îû 
£zrÝþyîûöì˜öìÝþîû ë%öì† ~“þ=öìœy ÷”!˜öì„þîû ²Ìöìëûy‹˜ xyöìŠé !„þ ˜y 
ö¢ ¢Áºöìõþ ²ÌÙÀ ö“þyœy ßþºy¦þy!î„þÐ !„þlsþ ~£z „þy†‹=!œ xyîû 
îy‚œyöì”Ÿ# îÄî¢yîû !¢Áºyëû!¢¢ îy þ™îûßþ™îûéôé!˜¦Åþîû“þyîû ‹˜Ä£z 
~Ýþy ¢½þî £öìFŠéÐ …îöìîûîû „þy†‹ îyöì” ¢yîûy !˜vþz £zëû„Åþ Ÿ£îû ‹%öìvþü 
îy‚œyöì”Ÿ#öì”îû ‘þyœyç îÄî¢yÐ ~˜éôéçëûy£zéôé!þ™éôé!vþéôéö“þ ‰þy„þ!îû „þîûy 
îy‚œyöì”Ÿ#öì”îû „þíy xyöì† îöìœ!ŠéÐ Ÿ£öìîûîû ÝþÄy!:éôé‰þyœ„þöì”îû 
!¢‚£¦þy† îy‚œyöì”Ÿ#Ð ”%ƒöì…îû „þíy ~„þ‹˜ ¦þyîû“þ#ëû îyDyœ#öì„þ 
öŠéyÝþ îy îvþü ö„þy˜ îÄî¢yöì“þ£z …¤%öì‹ þ™yçëûy ”%ÜñîûÐ

~îû„þ› ö£yœ !„þ „þöìîûÚ ~îû vþz_îû ~„þ òçöìþ™˜ !¢öìe«Ýþó ç „þ”ëÅ 
~„þ ¢“þÄÐ ¦þyîû“þîöì¡ìÅîû î%öì„þ !îÊ!ÝþöìŸîû þ™y ö”çëûyîû xyöì†ç 
îyDyœ#îûy– ö¢ !£¨% ö£y„þ îy ›%¢œ›y˜£z ö£y„þ– ˜y˜y îÄî¢yöìëû 
!œ® !ŠéœÐ xyîû ö¢£z ¢›öìëû ç îD¦)þ!›öì“þ •˜# ‹!›”yîû ç 
òîyî%éôé„Ïþy¢óéôé~îû x!hßþc !ŠéœÐ xyîû “þyîûy !Šéœ ²Ìyëû ˜î¹£zþ ¦þy† 
!£¨%Ð ~„þ!”öì„þ ²Ìíöì› îÄî¢yëû#éôéîû*þ™# ç þ™öìîû Ÿy¢„þ !îÊ!ÝþŸîûy 
“þyöì”îû ~£z !£¨% îyˆyœ# •˜#öì”îû ˜y˜yîû„þ› ¦þyöìî öþ™y¡ì’ ç 
ö“þy¡ì’ „þöìîûöìŠé ößþËšþ !˜öì‹öì”îû ßþºyíÅ îûÇþy „þîûyîû ‹˜ÄÐ ~ Šéyvþüy 
ö”Ÿöì„þ Ÿy¢˜ „þîûöì“þ ö†öìœ ßþiy˜#ëû öœy„þöì”îû xÄyvþ!›!˜öìßþTÉŸöì˜îû 
˜y˜y˜ ‹yëû†yëû !˜öìëûy† „þîûy ²Ìöìëûy‹˜Ð ~îû ‹˜Ä ¢,!ÜT ö£yœ 
ò„Ïþy„Åþéôé„Ïþy¢ó îy ö„þîûy!˜éôé„)þœ ~î‚ ßþiy˜#ëû öœy„þöì”îû îyöì†  
îûy…öì“þ ç Ÿy¢„þöì”îû ¢%îûÇþy î‹yëû îûy…öì“þ ¢,!ÜT „þîûy ö£yœ þ™%!œŸ– 
”yöìîûy†éôé„Ïþy¢Ð ›‹yîû „þíy ~£z ”%£z ö×’#îû öœy„þöì”îû ²Ìyëû xy!Ÿ 
¦þy†£z !Šéœ !£¨%Ð xyîû ›%¢œ›y˜éôéîyDyœ#îûy îûöìëû ö†œ ¢›yöì‹îû 
~öì„þîyöìîû !˜öì‰þîû “þœyëûÐ “þyöì”îû öþ™Ÿy ö£yœ ¦þy†‰þy¡ì#– ÷”!˜„þ 
¦þyvþüyöìÝþ ×!›„þ– ›ê¢Ä‹#î# £z“þÄy!”Ð !îÊ!ÝþŸ Ÿy¢„þîûy xyîyîû 
òöîyGþyîû çþ™öìîû Ÿyöì„þîû x¤y!Ýþóéôéîû ›öì“þy ~öì”îû çþ™öìîû£z „þöìîûîû 
öîyGþy ‰þyþ™yöìœy öî!Ÿ „þöìîûÐ xyîû ö¢£z „þîû xy”yöìëûîû „þyöì‹ 
~!†öìëû ~öìœy ²Ì•y˜“þƒ !£¨% ‹!›”yîûîûy– “þyöì”îû ›%ª#– ˜yöìëûî– 
þ™y£z„þ– îîû„þ¨y‹ !˜öìëûÐ

!îÊ!ÝþŸ Ÿy¢„þöì”îû ~£z ò!vþ¦þy£zvþ xÄyuþ îû&œóéôé~îû @ùÌÄyuþ ²ÕÄy˜ 
~„þÝ%þ í›öì„þ ”¤yvþüyëû ë…˜ þ™!Øþ›# vþz”yîû÷ì˜!“þ„þ ¦þyî•yîûyëû vþz”î%kþ 
£öìëû ç ö£˜!îû !¦þ!¦þëûy˜ !vþöìîûy!‹ç– övþ!¦þvþ ö£ëûyîû– ‹˜ ~!œëûÝþ 
!vÈþBþçëûyÝþyîû öîí%˜– ‰þyœÅ¢ !šÊþëûyîû ~uÈþ$‹– ›yîû†yöìîûÝþ ö˜yîœ 
£z“þÄy!” „þ!“þþ™ëû ¦þyîû“þ!£÷ì“þ¡ì#îû ¢£yëû“þyëû ç ö„þy˜ ö„þy˜ öÇþöìe 

~„þ¢›ëû îy‚œy îy îDéôéö”öìŸîû x!•îy!¢öì”îû 
˜y› !Šéœ îyDyœ#Ð ¦þyîû“þîöì¡ìÅ !îÊ!ÝþŸ Ÿy¢„þöì”îû 
vþzF‰þyîûöì’ òîy‚œyó £öìëû ”¤yvþüyöìœy òöîDœó ç 
ö¢£z xMþéöìœ ëyîûy íyöì„þ “þyîûy ö£yœ òöîDœ#óÐ 
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¢!e«ëû þ™!îû‰þyœ˜yëû öîŸ „þöìëû„þ ¢‚…Ä„þ ò!œîyöìîûöìÝþvþó îyDyœ# 
òöîD!œ öîûöì˜¢¤y¢ó îy îyDyœ# ˜î‹y†îûöì’îû ¢%eþ™y“þ „þöìîû˜Ð 
vþzöìÍÔ…öìëy†Ä öë ~£z öîûöì˜¢¤yöì¢îû !îhßþyîû !Šéœ |˜!î‚Ÿ Ÿ“þy·#îû 
Öîû& öíöì„þ !î‚Ÿ Ÿ“þy·#îû ›yGþy›y!Gþ þ™ëÅhsþÐ þ™)öìîÅy_« ²Ìš%þÍÔ‰þw 
îûyëû ç îûî#w˜yí àþy„%þîû ~£z îyDyœ# ˜î‹y†îûöì’îûéôé£z šþ¢œÐ

öîD!œ öîûöì˜¢¤yöì¢îû „þöìëû„þ!Ýþ …%î =îû&cþ™)’Å !”„þ xyöìŠéÐ 
²Ìí›“þƒ– ~£z xyöìœyvþü˜ !Šéœ !£¨% ¢›y‹ ç •öì›Åîû ö†¤yvþüy!› 
ç xy‰þyîûéôé!î‰þyöìîûîû !îîû&öìkþÐ ~£z ö†¤yvþüy!› ›%¢œ›y˜ •›Å ç 
¢›yöì‹îû ›öì•Ä íy„þy ¢öì_´ç ˜î‹y†îûöì’îû vþy„þ “þyöì”îû ›öì•Ä 
xyöì”ï öþ™ï¤Šéëû !˜Ð “þyîû x˜Ä“þ› „þyîû’ ö£yœ ~£z xyöì¨yœ˜ !Šéœ 
¢Á™)’Å¦þyöìî !Ÿ!Çþ“þ !£¨%öì”îû myîûy þ™!îû‰þy!œ“þÐ !m“þ#ëû =îû&cþ™)’Å 
îÄyþ™yîû ö£yœ– ~£z ˜î‹y†îûöì’îû šþœ !£¢yöìî !„þŠ%é îyDyœ# !îÊ!ÝþŸ 
Ÿy¢öì˜îû ˜y†þ™yŸ Šé¤%öìvþü öšþöìœ ßþºy•#˜ ¦þyîûöì“þîû ßþº²À ö”…öì“þ Öîû& 
„þöìîû– xyîû “þyîû šþœ×&!“þ !£¢yöìî Öîû& £ëû £z‚öìîû‹ ç £z‚öìîûöì‹îû 
•y›y•îûy öœy„þ‹öì˜îû çþ™îû ¢Ÿßþf ö‰þyîûyöì†yhßþy xye«›’Ð ~£z 
xyöì¨yœ˜ ~›˜ þ™ëÅyöìëû !†öìëû öþ™ï¤Šéëû öë !îÊ!ÝþŸ ¢îû„þyîû 1911 
¢yöìœ ¦þyîûöì“þîû îûy‹•y!˜ „þœ„þy“þy öíöì„þ !”!ÍÔöì“þ ¢!îûöìëû 
!˜öìëû ëyëûÐ xyöìîûy ~„þ!Ýþ =îû&cþ™)’Å îÄyþ™yîû ö£yœ ~£z ßþºy•#˜“þy  
¢‚@ùÌyöì›îû x˜Ä“þ› ö„þw=!œ !Šéœ ›%¢œ›y˜éôé²Ì•y˜ þ™)îÅ îy‚œyëûÐ 
!„þlsþ ö¢…y˜„þyîû ¢‚…Äy=îû& ¢Á±”yëû ~£z xyöì¨yœöì˜ x‚Ÿ@ùÌ£’ 
„þîûy ö“þy ”)öìîûîû „þíy– “þyîûy ~£z x¦%þÄay˜öì„þ ¢öì¨öì£îû ö‰þyöì… ö”öì…
éôôôé ~Ýþy !£¨%öì”îû îÄyþ™yîû– !£¨%éôéŸy¢öì˜îû ö‰þöìëû £z‚öìîû‹éôéŸy¢˜ 
xöì˜„þ ¦þyœÐ

~£z ›y˜!¢„þ“þyîû šþœ !£¢yöìî 1947 ¢yöìœ ¦þyîû“þ ßþºy•#˜ 
£çëûyîû ¢›öìëû þ™)îÅ îy‚œyîû ¢‚…Äy=îû& ›%¢œ›y˜ ¢Á±”yëû …%!Ÿ 
£öìëû ö¢„%þÄœyîû ¦þyîû“þîöì¡ìÅîû ˜y†!îû„þ £çëûyîû î”öìœ £z¢œy!›„þ 
ö”Ÿ þ™y!„þhßþyöì˜ öëy† ö”ëûÐ x“þ#öì“þîû þ™)îÅîy‚œy îûy“þyîûy!“þ £öìëû 
ëyëû þ™)îÅ þ™y!„þhßþy˜– ë!”ç þ™y!„þhßþyöì˜îû ¢‚…Äy=îû& þ™yOy!î– !¢!õþ 
îy ¢‚…Äyœ‡% þ™y…“%þ˜– îöìœy‰þ– £y‹yîûy £z“þÄy!” ¢Á±”yöìëûîû ¢yöìí 
þ™)îÅ þ™y!„þhßþyöì˜îû îyDyœ#îû ~í!˜!¢!Ýþ– ¦þy¡ìy– ¢‚ßþ,ñ!“þ– ~›˜ !„þ 
¦)þ!›éôéöìëy†yöìëy† £z“þÄy!”öì“þ ö„þy˜ ¢‚öìëy† ö„þy˜!”˜£z !Šéœ ˜yÐ 
vþzöìÍÔ…öìëy†Ä öë ~£z x¢y”,ŸÄ öíöì„þ ²Ìyëû 25 îŠéîû îyöì” !„þ 
‡Ýþöìî “þ…˜ ö¢ ¢Áºöìõþ „þyöìîûyîû ö„þy˜ •yîû’y£z !Šéœ ˜yÐ ö¢Ýþy 
xîŸÄ x˜Ä xyöìœy‰þ˜yîû !î¡ìëûÐ

²ÌÙÀ ö“þyœy£z ëyëû öë ~í!˜„þ îyDyœ#îû îÄî¢yéôé›˜ßþñ“þy 
xyöìŠé !„þ ö˜£z ö¢£z xyöìœy‰þ˜yëû ~£z £z!“þ£y¢éôé„þíöì˜îû !„þ 
²Ìöìëûy‹˜Ú £¤Äy– ²Ìöìëûy‹˜ xyöìŠéÐ ²Ìí›“þƒ ~£z ú!“þ£y!¢„þ 

ö²ÌÇþyþ™Ýþ !îöìÙÕ¡ì’ „þîûöìœ£z öîyGþy ëyöìî !£¨%éôé¦þyîû“þ#ëû îyDyœ# 
ç ›%¢œ›y˜éôéîy‚œyöì”Ÿ# ~„þ£z ›)œ öíöì„þ Öîû& „þöìîû !„þ ¦þyöìî 
¢y›y!‹„þ– xíÅ÷ì˜!“þ„þ ç ¢y‚ßþ,ñ!“þ„þ ¦þyöìî xyœy”y £öìëû ö†öìŠéÐ 
!„þlsþ xyîûç =îû&cþ™)’Å îÄyþ™yîû ö£yœ ~£z þ™yíÅ„þÄ !„þ ¦þyöìî ~£z ”%£z 
¢Á±”yöìëûîû ¦þ!î¡ìÄê †àþ˜ ²Ì¦þy!î“þ „þîûöìŠéÐ

¢y•yîû’ ²Ìíy x˜%ëyëû# !£¨% îyDyœ#öì”îû îÄî¢y „þîûy ¢Áºöìõþ îy 
îÄî¢yëû#öì”îû ¢Áºöìõþ …%î vþzF‰þ •yîû’y ö„þy˜!”˜£z !Šéœ ˜yÐ xy›yîû 
îyîy !Šéöìœ˜ ~„þ‹˜ öŠéyÝþ îÄî¢yëû# îy ßþ¿œ !î¢öì˜¢›Äy˜Ð 
xy›yöì”îû îõ%þéôéîyõþî– xyd#ëûéôéßþº‹˜ ö„þvþz£z îyîyîû öþ™ŸyÝþyöì„þ 
¦þyöìœy ö‰þyöì… ö”öì… !˜éôôôé ò~¢î îÄî¢yéôéÝþÄyî¢y öŠéöìvþü !îûöìëûœ ‹î– 
öë›˜ îÄyöìBþ ‰þy„þ!îû !˜öìœ þ™yöìîûyæó !îÊ!ÝþŸ xy›öìœîû òö„þîûy˜#îû 
‰þy„þ!îû£z ‹#îöì˜îû vþzöìjŸÄó ›öì˜yî,!_ xy›yîû îyîyîû ö‹˜yöìîûŸöì˜ 
þ™%öìîûyþ™%!îû !Šéœ– xyîû î“Åþ›y˜ !£¨% îyDyœ# ö‹˜yöìîûŸöì˜ç 
“þy îûöìëûöìŠéÐ ö„þ˜ ~›˜ ›öì˜y¦þyî ‹§Ã !˜œÚ îÄî¢yîû ‹#îöì˜ 
xíÅ÷ì˜!“þ„þ vþz¤‰%þéôé!˜‰%þ …%î ßþºy¦þy!î„þ îÄyþ™yîûÐ öŠéyÝþöìîœyëû 
ö¢ x!¦þKþ“þy xy›yîû £öìëûöìŠéÐ !„þlsþ ö¢£z Gþyöì›œy ö„þ ö˜ëûæ 
“þyîû î”öìœ ~„þÝþy ‰þy„þ!îû „þîûöìœ ‹#î˜ xöì˜„þ ßþiyëû# £ëûÐ ~£z 
›öì˜y¦þyî xy‹ç þ™%öìîûyþ™%!îû !î”Ä›y˜Ð “þyîû šþöìœ !£¨%éôéîyDyœ#îû 
îÄî¢y ²Ìyëû ö”…öì“þ£z þ™yçëûy ëyëû ˜yÐ ~„þÝ%þ ‡%!îûöìëû îœy ëyëû !£¨% 
îyDyœ# îÄî¢yéôé›˜ßþñ“þyîû x¦þyî ö‰þyöì… xyD%œ !”öìëû ö”…yöì˜yîû 
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Stories connect and across the regions of 
India and Sri Lanka there are numerous 
stories which connect the two countries. 

One such very popular folktale which 
reverberates across the region of Bengal in India 
and across Sri Lanka is that of a simpleton. 
According to the famous Bengali story, once 
upon a time, a tiger was locked inside a cage. 
He appealed to all the people who were passing 
by to release him and finally a Brahmin pundit 
released him but on condition that the tiger will 
not eat him up. However, upon being released 
the tiger wanted to eat the pundit even though 
the latter kept on reasoning that it was unjust 
as he had just helped him get out of the cage. 
To settle this argument they appealed to three 
‘witnesses’ nearby on a small path amidst the 
agricultural field, a banyan tree and finally a 
jackal who happened to be passing by. Though 
the two former ‘friends’ answered in the 
negative, saying that man ‘deserves to be eaten’ 
as he never spares nature or other animals. The 
jackal was cunning enough to see the trick of 
the tiger. He pretended to not understand the 
situation and asked the tiger to get into the 
cage to demonstrate what had happened. The 
minute the tiger entered the cage, the jackal 
locked it up and adviced the pundit to never act 
so foolishly again. A very similar story echoes 
in the Sinhala language from Sri Lanka where 
a crocodile attempts to eat a simpleton. They 
variously appealed to a local Kumbuk tree 
and a cow and finally a jackal. The former two 
answered in the negative, while the jackal saved 

Stories that connect- British colonial 
public spaces and the historical connection 
between Kolkata and Colombo
LOPAMUDRA MAITRA BAJPAI

the day. Thus, the oral tradition seems to have 
travelled across the region and not only echoes 
an essence of local flora and fauna but also the 
emotions of common man and an established 
bond through stories and storytelling.
Both the regions of India and Sri Lanka have 
several aspects in common through history. 
The sacred Sinhala Buddhist text- ‘Mahavamsa’ 
speaks of a connection that is more than 2500 
years old. Various aspects of this connection 
came into greater prominence during the later 
stages of the British colonial period. Printed 
and published documents, literature and 
manuscripts as well as the many architectures in 
the regions bear testimony to the cross-cultural 
connections and influences between the two 
regions amidst which the connection across the 
British colonial cities of Kolkata and Colombo 
strikes an important cord of close associations 
and resemblances. This includes similarities 
in the gradual spread and development of 
a colonial life that began around the main 
harbour of the city. It was around this harbour 
and the many riverine bodies within the close 
hinterland of the two regions that a way of life 
and social structure developed which further 
flourished to give rise to several layers of 
complex socio-cultural, religious, political and 
economic representations in both the regions. 
The story of the British colonial period in both 
the countries began with the ports gradually 
expanding into the administrative system of 
the region and gradually the country in years to 
come. This gave rise to the beginning of several 
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centuries of colonialism in both countries up 
until 1947 (August 15) and 1948 (February 4) the 
years the two countries attained independence 
respectively.
Walking down amidst the busy streets of the 
Dalhousie region in Kolkata, one can fathom 
the resemblances of a familiar walk across the 
busy region of York Street and more noticeably- 
Kotahena and Mutwal regions in Colombo. 
Walking down the pavements, the striking 
similarities of architecture is spellbinding. A 
close study reveals the many stories which 
connect these magnificent constructions and 
thereby narrates tales of a historical connection 
across the region of South Asia.
As one proceeds on foot, leaving behind the 
congested traffic caused by the ongoing work 
of the Metro Railways in the Dalhousie area of 
Kolkata, one can walk past the old mint and 
finally after a few minutes, reach the pavement 
that houses the eloquent Great Eastern Hotel 
known as the Lalit Great Eastern since 2013. 
Constructed in 1841, it was initially called as 
the Auckland Hotel and by 1860s, its managing 
company renamed it as D. Wilson and Co, 
which later changed to Great Eastern Hotel 
Wine and General Purveying Co., even later 
The Great Eastern Hotel in 1915 and finally the 
Lalit Great Eastern in 2013.  There are many 
great stories associated with this magnificent 
historical structure, including the fact that 
this hotel was the very first amongst all hotels 
in India to receive electricity in 1883. It made 
history once again in 1859, when it became the 
first to have an Indian on its board of directors. 

An association to the Great Eastern Hotel of 
Kolkata lingers amidst the colonial structures 
of Colombo in Sri Lanka. A walk down the wide 
York Street in Colombo towards the harbour 
at the very end meets with a amazing view as 
one stands near the entrance of the Colombo 
Harbour. Standing on the very front of this 
entrance is a symbol that speaks of a connection 
across British colonial times. Stretching from 
the very gates of the Colombo Harbour stands 
the grand structure of the Grand Oriental 
Hotel – commonly referred to as GOH. Opened 
in 1875, November 5, the enermouse size of 
the hotel is itself a measure of its importance 
during the British colonial times from the late 
19th to early 20th century. The outer stretch of 
the hotel as well as the many facades inside 
resemble the architectural pattern of the Great 
Eastern Hotel of Kolkata. Of the many patterns 
that till date maintain this connection is a statue 
of a hand-pulled rickshaw, with an Englishman 
in a blazer and a hat sitting atop. Colombo 
had hand-pulled rickshaws during the English 
colonial times and it is often considered to 
have been a direct influence of the colonial 
city of Kolkata. Some evidences point out to 
the continuity of these hand-pulled rickshaws 
till the 1920s. Probably, after that, the vehicle 
gradually disappeared.  An interesting story 
revolves around the visit of world renowned 
scientist Albert Einstein and his wife to 
Colombo during the early 1920s. Einstein is 
reported to have refused the use of the hand-
pulled rickshaw at first, which was offered to 
him as the only mode of transport. Though he 
considered it an unjust way of travelling, being 
pulled by another human, he had to finally use 
the only vehicle of commuting available to him.
Standing close to the Grand Oriental Hotel in 
Colombo is the famous original building of the 
Cargill’s supermarket which was established 
in 1844. Quite interestingly, this went on 
to inspire an innovative structure of future 
departmental stores across both the countries 
and soon this was reflected in the opening of 
the Whiteaway, Laidlaw and Co. in Kolkata, 
opened in 1882 by Robert Laidlaw. At present 
the massive architecture of the Laidlaw 

The sacred Sinhala Buddhist 
text- ‘Mahavamsa’ speaks of 
a connection that is more than 
2500 years old. Various aspects 
of this connection came into 
greater prominence during the 
later stages of the British colonial 
period.
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building stands as the Metropolitan Building 
amidst the busy conjunction of the Dharamtalla 
crossing in Kolkata and is more popular as the 
LIC Building.  The Kolkata Laidlaw building 
structure closely resembled the Cargill’s 
store and also the mission and vision of the 
store had many things in common, including 
wholesale and retail departments of ladies 
drapery, dressmaking, millinery, household 
furnishing, wines and spirits, groceries, horse-
feed, gentleman’s tailoring and outfitting, 
drugs and dispensary. Soon after the opening 
in Kolkata, Laidlaw spread to other cities both 
in and outside India, including Colombo, 
Bombay, Madras, Lucknow, Darjeeling, Poona, 
Nainital, Mussoorie and the Straits Settlements, 
as well as in Kuala Lumpur, Ipoh, Taiping, 
Seremban, Klang and Telok Anson, Rangoon, 
Karachi, Malay Mandalay, Moulmein, Lahore, 
Singapore, amongst others.  With time, 
however, Laidlaw disappeared in both Kolkata 
and Colombo. Nevertheless, the Cargill’s store 
in Colombo continues with aplomb, reflecting 
the many interactions across time.
Variously constructed between 1870 and 1930 
the significant hotels and stores of the British 
colonial times were in themselves a reflection 
of a microcosm of colonial society. They 
represented several aspects, including acting 
as sites for the accumulation of foreign capital 
exploiting indigenous labour and also acted 
as social spaces where the Western colonials 
asserted their superiority over the locals. In 
the process, some of the hotels grew famous 
over time. The many examples of the Great 
Eastern Hotel or the Whiteaway, Laidlaw and 
Co. of Kolkata or The Grand Oriental Hotel 
or Whiteaway, Laidlaw and Co. or Cargill’s 
of Colombo have been a part of this historical 
journey and flourished as a important 
landmarks. These display layers of gradual 
development, transformations, subjugations 
and silent stories pertaining to socio-cultural, 
religious and economic perspectives to the 
times.
Amidst these legends, lay an important aspect 
of the significance of cross-cultural influences- 
the beacon of education. The many visits of 

Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore helped to 
encourage the establishment of the Department 
of Arts and Aesthetics of the University of 
Colombo in the early 1930s (several times at the 
Colombo University’s Sri Palee campus between 
1933 and 1935) in Sri Lanka. These visits also 
helped to spread the important influence of the 
‘Rabindra Nritya Natya’ in Sri Lanka. A team 
of 34 dancers and musicians from Santiniketan 
arrived during one of Tagore’s visits. The 
team also included the world renowned 
artist, Nandalal Bose. The team performed the 
famous Rabindra Nritya Natya – ‘Shap Mochan’ 
at the Regal Theatre in Colombo- one of the 
oldest still existing single-screen theatres in 
the city. Amongst the audiences was SWRD 
Bandaranaike, who later became Prime Minister 
of Sri Lanka. The refined dance forms inspired 
several dancers to pick up the new form of 
dance and with time this got influenced by the 
local dance forms and gave rise to a significant 
dance representation. Important dancers, 
many of whom were taught by Tagore himself, 
includes Chitrasena, Panibharatha, Nimal 
Welgama, Premakumara, Wasantha Kumara, 
Shesha Palihakkara, Anagalal Athukorala and 
Soorya Shankar Mollligoda. They incorporated 
the Tagore style in their compositions. Thus 
evolved the Mudra Natya of Sri Lanka. In 1936, 
Shantidev Ghosh from Shantiniketan stayed at 
the Sri Palee campus to train students in Tagore’s 
dance drama, Rabindra Sangeet, and Javanese 
and Manipuri dance movements. Shantidev 
Ghosh added the local Kandyan dance form to 
these. Ghosh had learnt Kandyan dance from 
the traditional guru James Dammannagoda 
and Kandyan drummer Subanchi Lal. Four 
dance dramas were performed by the students 
of Sri Palee under the guidance of Shantidev 
Ghosh Seethaharana (1936), Urvashi Jayam (1936), 
Manohara Bandanam (1937), and Chad Danta 
Dayam (1938). Though with time, the local 
Kandyan dance forms became more prominent, 
many dancers maintained the traditional 
style of Tagore, as is reflected in works like 
Chitrasena’s Karadiya and Naladamayanti. 
Tagore’s influence is still evident in the 
compositions and choreographies of modern 
performers, as demonstrated by the famous 
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choreographer and percussionist, Ravibandhu 
Vidyapathi of Colombo. From the early 1930s, 
many Sri Lankan students have repeatedly 
visited to study at Tagore’s university, Visva 
Bharati in Santiniketan and the tradition still 
continues. 
Speaking of learning, the education in the 
field of medical sciences in Sri Lanka also 
began with Kolkata. The Bengal Medical 
College in Kolkata was established in 1835 
and by 1839, Stewart-Mackenzie, who was 
the British Governor of Ceylon, started to 
send small numbers of Ceylonese students to 
Kolkata to study medicine. This continued till 
in 1847 when Samuel Fisk Green, who was an 
American missionary, started a medical school 
in Manipay in northern Ceylon. Much later, 
the Colombo Medical School was opened on 1 
June, 1870, by Governor Hercules Robinson.
As stories of historical connections can be 
traced in various layers of the socio-cultural 
fabric, one such reflection lies far away and 
amidst the greenery of the Borella Cemetery in 
Colombo. Built in 1840, this primarily includes 
the graves of soldiers who laid down their lives 
in both World War I and II, the Commonwealth 
War Graves Plot and a number of additional 
war graves. However, within the area lies the 
grave of noted science fiction writer- Arthur 
Clarke. He is credited for his screenplay of 
the 1968 film famous Hollywood film-“2001: 

A Space Odyssey”. Clarke lived in Sri Lanka 
from 1956 until his death in 2008 and his work 
connected him to another maestro of his time 
from Kolkata, Bharat Ratna Satyajit Ray. As 
one stands in front of the black tombstone of 
Clarke, one is immediately reminded of a long 
established friendship between two master 
storytellers, which however was not successful 
enough to reap a fruitful harvest. Clarke was 
eager to help Ray in one of his ventures and 
further an idea of a science-fiction movie 
about an alien. Though Ray was introduced 
to a few acquaintances by Clarke, yet several 
situations and circumstances led Ray to feel 
that sometimes was amised. The story was 
based on one of his Bengali short stories written 
in the early 1960s for the children’s magazine 
Sandesh. The title of this story was- Bankubabur 
Bandhu (Banku Babu’s Friend). Though the 
full draft of the screenplay reached various 
platforms of Hollywood, yet the manuscript 
never saw the light of day. Finally, after years 
of trying, Ray gave up on his dream by the late 
1960s. It was only years later that the release of 
two movies by a famous Hollywood director 
in the late seventies and early eighties that Ray 
was once again adviced by Clarke to speak to 
the Hollywood director about the uncanny 
resemblances with Ray’s script. But by that 
time, as is mentioned in Andrew Robinson’s 
The Inner Eye – The Biography of a Master Film-
Maker” (a biography of Satyajit Ray), Ray had 
lost all hope. The close friendship between Ray 
and Clarke however remained.
And thus, several other stories of connectivity 
continue across the two cities. Apart from 
connecting histories, the stories also connect 
the present through the many architecture, 
heritage buildings and public spaces. In both 
Kolkata and Colombo, a heritage building is 
often as an important landmark belonging to 
a speical period. The many stories associated 
with the same across both the countries helps 
to keep the essence of the buildings alive. It 
is through these many stories,  that one is 
acquainted with the many aspects of historical 
significance and connections across cultures 
and communications across regions. There 

Of the many patterns that till 
date maintain this connection 
is a statue of a hand-pulled 
rickshaw, with an Englishman in 
a blazer and a hat sitting atop. 
Colombo had hand-pulled 
rickshaws during the English 
colonial times and it is often 
considered to have been a 
direct influence of the colonial 
city of Kolkata.
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remains much more work to be done across 
other time periods of history, starting from the 
Paleolithic times across the two regions. The 
similarities are striking and many lores and 
historical incidents further connect these time 
periods into a continuous stretch of stories that 
help to throw significant light on rebuilding 
the history of the region of South Asia. Thus, 
stories remain important. They help to establish 
the reason for survival of all the historical 
monuments, structures and architecture 
amidst an ever-changing global environment. 

The stories keep alive a tradition and help to 
connect the past, present and future.

Endnotes
1.	 From Stories of the colonial architecture (Kolkata-

Colombo) -  to be published in early 2019 by Doshor 
Prakashan, Kolkata.

2.	 The author is also a Research Grant Fellow of the India-  
Sri Lanka Foundation of the Indian High Commission,  
Sri Lanka and the research work for the book was  
completed with the grant.
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Domestic quarrels rarely lead to 
intellectual adventures. Without much 
exception, most  lead to sullen cul de 

sacs and enduring moments of emotional and 
intellectual  torpor.  But much to my surprise 
one evening I found the usual path of a 
quarrel lead to memories of a  history lesson in 
Presidency College many years ago. So what I 
write is really a quirky retracing of the path of 
a memory of learning History in this institution 
almost three decades ago from a Professor 
who was both conventionally scholarly and 
pleasantly maverick.  I speak of Prof Rajat Kanta 
Ray with whom I have lost touch years ago but 
whose scholarship and teaching resonates with 
me to this day.1

The trigger for the dispute between me  and 
my ‘anthropologist - husband’ was decidedly 
mundane. We were trying to agree on a holiday 
destination but ended up cantankerously 
defending our disciplinary interests. We 
had moved beyond the usual “seaside or 
mountain” dilemma to the more contentious 
terrain of deciding on a holiday either at a place 
of ‘historical interest’ or to an  ‘anthropological 
field’. I began with a spirited defense in favour 
of a trip to Eastern Europe but eventually 
gave in to my husband’s insistence on North 
Africa. Morocco was a chosen as a site of happy 

Marc Bloch, Prof Ray and the abiding 
charms of History as Anthropology

MADHUMITA MAZUMDAR

compromise between a place rich in historical 
interest and a place that has also inspired 
some of the most brilliant works of social and 
cultural anthropology.  Little did I imagine at 
that moment that the contingencies of a holiday 
plan could re-connect me to Prof Ray, to Marc 
Bloch and the innocent joys of learning History 
as Anthropology at an age when I was scarcely 
aware of the difference between the two.

My acquaintance with Africa and in particular 
Morocco was embarrassingly limited and 
much of the discussion on the great work of 
anthropologists was beyond me. Morocco to 
me had seductively revealed itself through 
television travel shows that showcased the 
architectural splendors of its mosques, the 
exquisite colours and motifs of its tiles, its 
sumptuous tagines, its spice-laden, crowded 
souks and the glittering cities of Marrakesh and 
Casablanca.  My historical memory of Morocco 
was confined to that of the mighty Almoravides, 
the 11th century Berber Muslim dynasty whose 
empire stretched over the western Maghreb up 
to Andalusia in Spain and then of the later 19th 
and early 20th century history of the First and 
Second Moroccan crises as preludes to the First 
World War.

But I had little idea of Moroccan culture and 
society at large. For instance, I had no idea 

1I’m grateful to Prof Vishvajit Pandya for initiating a domestic quarrel, to Kathakali Jana for encouraging me to put that 
quarrel in some perspective and to Prof Ray my teacher, memories of whose class inspired me to relive my student days 
all over again.
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that Morocco was also a seat of heterodox 
Islam with its numerous brotherhoods, Sufi 
silsilas, and numerous worshippers of saints 
and demons and practitioners of magic and 
mysticism.  My husband persuaded me to read 
the cultural anthropologist Clifford Geertz’s 
1968 classic, “Islam Observed” for a preliminary 
but rich understanding of Moroccan Islam.2  
In this book, Geertz, I was told, had laid the 
foundations for an anthropology of Islam 
that was radically different from all earlier 
Orientalist essentialisms of the religion. Of the 
many other reasons why it remained critical for 
scholars was Geertz’s comparative analyses of 
the ‘lived experiences’ of the religion in the two 
contrasting contexts of Indonesia and Morocco. 
Geertz’s ‘observations of Islam’ in these two 
countries were meant to sensitize us to the 
vastly differing web of symbols and meanings 
through which people experienced the same 
religion. So in Morocco if  ‘the Islamic way of 
life’ came to signify intense individualism, 
engagement, and do-gooding, in Indonesia it 
demanded the annihilation of the individuality 
and a retreat to an inward code of piety. 

Upon reading Clifford Geertz, I was handed 
another book on North Africa whose title 
immediately caught my imagination. It was 
called “Tuhami” : A Portrait of a Moroccan” by 
another celebrated anthropologist, Vincent 
Crapanzano.3 A little background reading 
on Crapanzano told me that his earlier 
work on the Hamadshas, a Sufi brotherhood 
among the Berbers built upon the Geertzian 
perspective on ‘culture’ but took it to another 
level of analysis. In discussing the Hamadshas, 
Crapanzano addressed ‘culture’ as part of an 
expression of the Freudian unconscious, and 
from this psychological perspective, argued 
that all consciously known accepted meanings 

of culture were largely arbitrary and elusive. In 
other words, Crapanzano reinforced Geertz’s 
‘cultural’ interpretation of Islam and sought 
to explore the multiple and often deeply 
individualistic interpretations of it.

The result of that exploration was “Tuhami” 
a unique micro-ethnographic account of an 
eccentric tile maker from Meknes, a small town 
in Morocco. This book was no longer about the 
Hamadshas and their collective systems of belief 
but a deep dive into the inner world of a believer 
who was not just a tile maker but a master 
storyteller and an interpreter of dreams.  Beyond 
the labored reconstruction of the complexities of 
Tuhami’s psychic experiences, dreams, trances 
and struggles and more bizarrely his marriage 
to a  ‘she-demon’ with camel feet called Aisha 
Qandinsha, Crapanzano’s portrait was in reality 
a critical conversation with his own discipline. 
In his own words it was an ‘experimental 
ethnography’ that addressed the limits of the 
anthropologist’s methodological tools when it 
came to ‘explanations’ of religious experience.  
How was an anthropologist served by the 
rational, positivist methods of his discipline 
when it came to relating to or empathizing with 
an experience totally alien to him? How could 
an ethnographer engage with an inscrutable 
informant and an intractable subject?  How 
and in what conceptual terms could an 
anthropologist explain ‘cultural difference’ 
when that ‘difference’ seemed so radical?
It was hard reading   Crapanzano’s  “Tuhami” 
without being reminded of the Italian historian 
Carlo Ginzburg’s  “Menocchio”, the 16th century 
miller from Friuli,  whose ‘heretical’ explanation 
of  the story of ‘Creation’ in terms of the  “cheese 
and the worms” brought him into headlong 
conflict with Catholic inquisitors and became 
the subject of one of the most celebrated works 

2Clifford Geertz, “Islam Observed: Development of Islam in Morocco and Indonesia”, University of Chicago Press, 
Chicago, 1971
3Vincent Crapanzano, “Tuhami: he Portrait of a Moroccan”, The University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1980
4Vincent Crapanzano, “The Hamadsha : A study in Moroccan Ethnopsychiatry” University of California Press, Berkeley, 1973
5Carlo Ginzburg, “The Cheese and the Worms: The Cosmos of a Sixteenth Century Miler” Translated by John and Anne 
Tedeschi, The John Hopkins University Press, Baltimore, Maryland, 1980
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of  cultural history.5  It was Prof Rudrangshu 
Mukherjee who introduced us to Ginzburg at 
a reading group for graduate students at the 
Department of History University of Calcutta. I 
later found out that both Tuhami and the Cheese 
and the Worms were published in the same year.

However, it was only on re-reading the “Cheese 
and the Worms”, again that I realized that 
Ginzburg  like  Crapanzano was exploring the 
world of popular religion, experimenting with 
archival readings and ethnographic methods 
and transcending disciplinary boundaries. 
Crapanzano struggled to put together Tuhami’s  
tormented emotional world and his heterodox  
religious sensibilities while Ginzburg 
navigated the complex  terrain of  Menochhio’s 
interrogation records, to tease out the reserves 
of his ‘heretical beliefs’  about the divinity 
of Christ or the origins of the world.  Both 
Crapanzano and Ginzburg raised  provocative 
questions about the methods of historical  and 
ethnographic reconstruction of peoples and 
cultures  ‘alien’ to the modern imagination. 
Yet even as they engaged in debates about 
their own disciplinary practice it was clear that 
Geertz,  Crapanzano and Ginzburg  were also 
conversing amongst themselves and were part 
of larger and longer dialogue between History 
and Anthropology that had begun in the 
aftermath of the Great War in what was to later 
become the Annales School of History.

I’ve dwelt at length and somewhat self-
indulgently on the personal context of my 
encounters with History and Anthropology 
only to suggest how the intricate web of 
conversations between disciplines begin to 
cohere in one’s mind in completely unexpected 
ways. But I’m fairly certain that the connections 
I could draw between the two disciplines now 
had something to do with the way we were 
taught History in our undergraduate days.  For 
it was at that very moment of our initiation 
into the discipline that we were encouraged 

to understand that ‘the past’ could not be 
accessed only through conventional readings 
of the archival record but through imagination, 
empathy, and an intellectual openness to 
methodological plurality.

It is at this point that I found myself recalling 
Prof Ray and more significantly his lectures on 
western European feudalism. I remembered 
these lectures because these were rather 
unusual.  At that time and as a somewhat 
immature undergraduate student, I could 
only intuitively understand that Prof Ray was 
teaching us History in ways we had never 
known.  He was making a concerted attempt to 
take us beyond a straightforward narrative of a 
place, event or phenomenon and draw us into 
a more complex experiential life of a place both 
different and distant. 
I remember a warm August afternoon way 
back in 1987 when Prof Ray walked into the 
classroom with the usual attendance register 
in hand along with two volumes of Marc 
Bloch’s “Feudal Society.”6 We had already got a 
fair sense of the political context of the times 
from lectures by the late Prof Ajay Banerjee 
who gave us a broad overview of the period 
between the 5th and 15th centuries. We learnt 
of the tumultuous political changes that 
overwhelmed Europe since the fall of the 
Roman Empire and the social and economic 
shifts that drove those changes.  We got a sense 
of the dramatic new political configurations of 
the region and the enormous power struggles 
that played out between church and state. Yet 
beneath this political shifts we were told was 
the slow and gradual congealing of a new and 
hugely transformative socio-economic order 
broadly described as feudalism. This we were 
told was to be taught by Prof Ray.
 On the first day of the lectures on feudalism, Prof 
Ray introduced us to the broad organization of 
Bloch’s book.  When I borrowed the book from 
the library and read it more closely I found 

6Marc Bloch, “Feudal Society”  Vols I and 2 Translated from French by L.A. Manyon, Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd, New 
York, 1965
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from the very title of its chapters that this was a 
book that was both complex and rich. Volume 
One titled “The Growth of Ties of Dependence”, 
began with a general account of what Bloch 
described as “The Environment”. Chapters 
clustered around this head took us through the 
fall of the Roman Empire and the subsequent 
invasions of Europe by the ‘Hungarians, 
Moslems and Scandinavians’.  The discussion on 
the “Environment” then took a closer look at 
the economic conditions that emerged in the 
aftermath of these political changes and thence 
to the more substantive understanding of the 
core legal, religious and cultural terms in which 
a feudal society took shape. 

To be honest, my memories of most of these 
lectures are now a bit hazy. But there was a 
particular lecture that remains with me to this 
day. This was not because of its unusual tenor 
but because it brought alive in a marvelous 
moment of epiphany, the very essence of 
Bloch’s historical method. Prof Ray began his 
lecture with a brief introduction to a chapter 
titled,  “The Vassal Homage” and then quite 
unexpectedly, asked two student volunteers 
to leave their seats, go up to the front end of 
the classroom and stand facing each other on 
the raised platform near the blackboard.  After 
a few moments of bewildered silence, two of 
my classmates ambled awkwardly towards the 
platform and then waited anxiously for the next 
set of instructions. If I remember correctly Prof 
Ray either paraphrased or read out the opening 
paragraphs of the chapter as follows,

“Imagine two men face to face; one wishing to 
serve, the other willing or anxious to be served. 
The former puts his hands together and places 
them, thus joined, between the hands of the 
other man—a plain symbol of submission, the 
significance of which was sometimes further 
emphasized by a kneeling posture. At the same 
time, the person proffering his hands utters a 
few words—a very short declaration—by which 

he acknowledges himself to be the ‘man’ of the 
person facing him. Then chief and subordinate 
kiss each other on the mouth, symbolizing 
accord and friendship. Such were the gestures—
very simple ones, eminently fitted to make an 
impression on minds so sensitive to visible 
things—which served to cement one of the 
strongest social bonds known in the feudal era. 
Described or mentioned in the texts a hundred 
times, reproduced on seals, miniatures, bas-
reliefs, the ceremony was called ‘homage’ (in 
German, Mannschaft )”7

Taking their cue from Prof Ray, our friends 
on the platform stood face to face, with their 
hands clasped in each other’s, eyes transfixed, 
in a gesture of loyalty, accord and submission 
all at once and brought to life in one enthralling 
moment, the words of Bloch and the spirit of a 
medieval ceremony.

I’m not in a position to argue exactly why Prof 
Ray insisted on that ‘performance’ of the ‘vassal 
homage’ but my hunch is that its purpose wasn’t 
limited to providing a touch of lightness to an 
otherwise serious discussion. Prof Ray, I believe, 
wanted to draw our attention to the power of 
symbols in the articulation of social identities 
and relations. Like Bloch, he wanted us to be able 
to empathize with the dispositions, emotions, 
and the ‘felt life’ of communities.  My memory 
of subsequent lectures on ‘Feudal Society’ come 
to me in fragments though I do remember how 
the ‘tactile symbolism’ of  ‘the vassal homage’ 
re-emerged in a discussion of Bloch’s study 
of the Royal Touch or Le Rois Thaumaturges, 
published in French in 1924.  Prof Ray sought 
to show us how Bloch used the unusual subject 
the “king’s touch” which in French and English 
monarchies implied the practice of ‘touching’ 
subjects of irrespective of social class to cure 
them of certain diseases particularly scrofula. 
The ‘healing touch’ of the ruler was meant to 
symbolize his miraculous powers and thereby 
legitimize the divine provenance of his rule. 

7This paragraph is quoted from an electronic edition of the “Feudal Society” published in Taylor and Francis e-library, 
2004, pp. 145
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Bloch in this book was not concerned with 
finding out the ‘effectiveness’ of the ‘royal touch’ 
but chose to act more like an anthropologist 
in asking why people believed it and how it 
shaped relations between king and commoner.  
For Marc Bloch, and his contemporary Lucien 
Febvre of the French Annales School, we were 
told, the object of historical study went beyond 
events or ideas to modes of perceptions and 
feelings that could be studied not merely with 
the historian’s practices of intellection but with 
the ethnographer’s sensibility.

This is not a place to elaborate on the complex 
historiographical debates on the Annales School 
and its practitioners of the history of mentalities 
or sensibilities but merely to acknowledge the 
fact that Prof Ray was preparing us to engage 
with History not merely as a discipline that 
helped us perceive ‘order’ in a ‘disorderly’ 
past through a set of temporal frames and 
conceptual categories but also a discipline that 
prepared us to understand and relate to the 
complex articulations of cultural difference.  It 
now seems to me that Prof Ray did indeed bring 

to bear a distinctive anthropological sensibility 
to history.  He opened our eyes to pre-modern 
societies where Gods and humans, spirits and 
demons cohabited in cosmologies alien to 
our cultural and temporal consciousness. He 
demonstrated the power of symbols, emotion 
and affect in people’s lives and how these 
in turn informed their engagement with the 
material/economic conditions of their lives.

Little wonder then that almost three decades 
later and in a completely different context I 
recall these lessons with enormous gratitude.   
I’m grateful I enjoyed the story of “Tuhami” 
and relived the joys of reading “Cheese and the 
Worms” again. I’m grateful to Clifford Geertz’s 
writings on the anthropology of Islam resonated 
with my understanding of the historical 
sensibilities of Marc Bloch, I’m grateful my 
domestic quarrel led to a wonderful memory 
of my undergraduate days and finally I’m 
grateful to Prof Ray who introduced us to the 
abiding charms of History as Anthropology. It’s 
another matter though, we haven’t made it to 
Morocco yet!
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”%‹öì˜£z “þ…˜ç ÷„þöìŸyîû x!“þe«› „þ!îû!˜– xo#öìŸîû „þZþßþºöìîûîû 
œy!œ“þÄ “þ…˜ç ëyëû!˜– ¢”Ä!î„þ!Ÿ“þ ÙÂ×&=Á³þ›!uþ“þ 

²ÌKþy”#® ›y˜¢÷ìî”)öìëÅîû ö‹Äy!“þƒŠéÝþyéôôôé  
„þöìœöì‹îû îõ%þ xo#Ÿ

ö¢ï›Ä ”yŸ=®

£y!¢›%… ¢îyîû !”öì„þ ²Ì¢y!îû“þÐ ²Ìí› xyœyöìþ™£z ˜“%þ˜ 
˜“%þ˜ ¢î …îîû ‹y˜yœ ö¢ xy›yöì”îû “þyîû ˜“%þ˜ îõ%þöì”îûÐ 
!îöì”!Ÿ ö„þy˜ „þ!îîû „þ!î“þy þ™vþüœ ¢”Ä Sœy!“þ˜ xyöì›!îû„þy 
•öìîû!Šéœ “þ…˜V– „þœ„þy“þyîû öíöì„þ xöì˜„þ ”)öìîûîû ö„þy˜  
@ùÌyöì› îöì¢ ˜“%þ˜ ~„þ „þ!î „þ# öœ…y !œ…öìœ˜– !„þ¦þyöìî !œÝþœ 
›Äy†y!‹˜ xyöì¨yœöì˜îû „þ!îîûy !˜îûhsþîû þ™îû#Çþy !˜!îûÇþy „þîûöìŠé˜ 
öœ…yöìœ!… !˜öìëûéôôôé ~£z ö›˜ !ßþTÉ› ¢y!£öì“þÄîû £yÝþîy‹yöìîûîû 
öíöì„þ ”)öìîû îöì¢– ~£z¢î !˜öìëû “þyîû ”yîû&’ vþzöì_‹˜yÐ …%î 
“þyvþüy“þy!vþü ~„þÝþy î,_ ÷“þ!îû £œ xy›yöì”îû– ~£z¢î †Ò xyîû 
“þöì„Åþîû ²Ìöìëûy‹öì˜Ð !Ÿ!œ=!vþüîû x‰%þÄ“þ ›[þœ– „þœ„þy“þyîû£z 
!î²Õî ›%öì…yþ™y•Äyëû– ²Ìî#îû ”yŸ=®– xo#Ÿ– xyîû xy!›Ð ›yöìGþ 
›yöìGþ ~£z xyUþyëû ~öì¢ öëy† !”“þ ×#îûy›þ™%öìîûîû ö›öìëû– ßþñ!ÝþŸ 
‰þy‰Åþ „þöìœöì‹îû Šéye# ›ýëûy ö‰þï•%îû# S“þyöì„þ ö›ï£y îœ“þ xo#ŸVÐ 
“þ…˜£z “þyîû „þ!î“þy xy›yöì”îû ›%?þ „þöìîû òö”Ÿó þ™!e„þyëûÐ xyîû 
xy¢“þ ö›!”˜#þ™%îû öíöì„þ „þîû&’y›ëû#öì“þ ~öì¢ !ßþi“%þ £çëûyîû ö‰þÜTyëû 
!îÙ»!‹ê þ™uþy– ëyîû òŸ¢Äšþœöì˜îû £y!¢ó „þ!î“þy!Ýþ xy›yöì”îû ›%öì… 
›%öì…Ð ~£z ”öìœ þ™öìîû xyUþyëû öëy† !”öìëûöìŠé xyöìîûy xöì˜öì„þ– 
…y!˜„þÝþy !¢!˜ëûîû ‹ëûöì”î î¢% “þyöì”îû x˜Ä“þ›Ð

xyUþy !”öì“þ !”öì“þ ›yíyëû ~œ „þ!î¢öìÁ¿œöì˜îû þ™!îû„þÒ˜yÐ 
“%þ›%œ vþzöì_‹˜yëû öî„þyîû œÄyöìîyöìîûÝþ!îûîû ö”y“þœyëû !šþ!‹: 
!vþþ™yÝÅþöì›öìrÝþîû £œéôé‡öìîû „þ!î“þy þ™vþüyîû x˜%Ûþy˜ç „þöìîû öšþœy 
ö†œ ~„þ!”˜– ö¢…yöì˜ „þ!î“þy þ™vþüöì“þ ~öì¢!Šéöìœ˜ xy›yöì”îû !²Ìëû 
¡ìyÝþ ç ¢_öìîûîû „þ!îîûyéôôôé ‹ëû ö†yßþºy›#– ›,”%œ ”yŸ=®– îû’!‹ê 
”yŸ– !˜Ÿ#í ¦þvþü– ²Ì¢)˜ îöì¨Äyþ™y•Äyëû– ¦þyßþñîû ‰þe«î“Åþ#– ö”î”y¢ 
xy‰þyëÅ– xyöìîûy xöì˜öì„þÐ !“þ!îûŸ îŠéîû xyöì†îû „þíy– xyöìîûy 
„þyîûy ~öì¢!Šéöìœ˜ ›öì˜ þ™vþüöìŠé ˜yÐ ~£z x˜%Ûþy˜!Ýþîû þ™!îû„þÒ˜y– 
ö”ïöìvþüyöì”ï!vþü– „þ!îöì”îû ¢öìD öëy†yöìëy† „þîûy– £öìœîû îÄîßþiy 
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„þîûy– ‰þy xyîû ‹œ…yîyöìîûîû îöì¨yîhßþ „þîûy– ¢î xo#öìŸîû ö˜“,þöìc 
£öìëû!ŠéœÐ x“þ xÒîëûöì¢£z ¢îy£zöì„þ îÄ!_«†“þ¦þyöìî !‰þ˜“þ ö¢Ð 
òþ™!îû‰þëûó þ™!e„þyîû ¢Á™y”„þ öíöì„þ Öîû& „þöìîû öëéôéö„þyöì˜y îëûöì¢îû 
„þ!î– †”Ä„þyîû– ²Ìyî!õþ„þ– !œÝþœ ›Äy†y!‹öì˜îû „þ›Å#– „þöìœ‹ 
!ßþTÉöìÝþîû î£zöìëûîû ö”y„þyöì˜îû „þ›Å#– „þ!šþ £yvþzöì¢îû öîëûyîûy– ²Ì„þyŸ˜y 
¢‚ßþiyîû ›y!œ„þ– î£z Šéyþ™yîû ö”y„þy˜– „þy†öì‹îû ¢y²Õy£z– î¤y•y£z 
„þîûyîû vþzþ™ë%_« îÄî¢yëû#– !œšþöìœÝþ ö„þyíy öíöì„þ „þîûy ëyëû– ~î‚ 
~£z !îîûyÝþ öëy†yöìëy†!îöìÙ»îû ²Ì!“þ!Ýþ ›y˜%¡ì ¢Á™öì„Åþ “þyîû !˜‹ßþº 
!î‰þyîûÐ ö„þ ¦þyöìœy– ö„þ “þ“þÝþy ˜ëû– „þyîû ¢öìD „þy‹ „þîûy ‰þœöìî ˜y– 
„þyîû „þ!î“þy ˜y þ™vþüöìœç ‰þœöìî– „þyîû öœ…y ˜y þ™vþüöìœ ›)…Å öíöì„þ 
ëyöìîy– ~=!œ ö¢ !˜öì‹îû ö¢ï‹˜Äþ™)’Å ¦þo“þyîû ¢öìD£z îœ“þÐ 
ÞÝþy£zöìœ xöì˜„þ öî!Ÿ ~„þöìîûy…y xyîû ‰þîû›þ™sþi# !Šéœ x‰%þÄ“þ– 
¢%•#w˜yöìíîû ”#²Ì œy£z˜ ò~„þ!Ýþ „þíyîû !m•yíîûíîû ‰)þöìvþü/¦þîû 
„þöìîû!Šéœ ¢y“þ!Ýþ x›îûyî“þ#ó îœyîû ¢›ëû †œy ¦þyîû £öìëû xy¢öì“þy 
“þyîûÐ !î˜ëû ›‹%›”yöìîûîû ò~„þ!Ýþ vþzIµœ ›yŠé ~„þîyîû vþzöìvþü/”,ŸÄ“þ 
¢%˜#œ !„þlsþ ²Ì„,þ“þ ²Ìhßþyöìî ßþºFŠé ‹öìœ/þ™%˜îûyëû v%þöìî ö†œóéôôôé 
îœöì“þ îœöì“þ ö¢ !˜þ™y“þ „þîû“þ þ™%îûßþ,ñ“þ !î…Äy“þ „þ!îöì”îûÐ !„þlsþ 
x“þÝþy £zöì›yŸ˜yœ !Šéœ ˜y xo#Ÿ– ö¢ ö„þîœ £y¢“þÐ ~„þ!”˜ 
îœöìœy– òòëy!î– !î˜ëû”yîû „þyöìŠé– ö”…y „þîûöì“þÚóó

£y¢þ™y“þyöìœ ëyçëûy £öìœ ~„þ!”˜ ¢îy£z !›öìœÐ ¢îy£z îœöì“þ 
xo#Ÿ– x‰%þÄ“þ– !î²Õî– xyîû xy!›Ð ö¢…yöì˜ !†öìëû ö”…œy› !î˜ëû 
›‹%›”yîûöì„þÐ ö”ëûyœ ö‹yvþüy xöìBþîû ¢›#„þîû’ öœ…y– ö„þyíyç 
ö„þyíyç xq$“þ ¢î vþz!_«Ð !î!vþü •!îûöìëû „þ!î þ™!îû‰þëû „þîûöìœ˜ 
xy›yöì”îû ¢öìD– ¢Á™)’Å ¢%ßþi ›öì˜ £œ “¤þyöì„þÐ ~£z Öîû& “þyîûþ™îû 
öîŸ „þöìëû„þîyîû ö†!Šé “¤þyöì„þ ö”…öì“þÐ

îy£zöìîû £zöì›yŸ˜ „þ› ö”…yöìœç– !¦þ“þöìîû !¦þ“þöìîû ¦þy!îû x!¦þ›y˜# 
!Šéœ xo#ŸÐ xyîû– …%î xÒ £öìœç– Eþ!‰þêéôé„þ”y!‰þê “þyîû ~„þÝþy 
²Ì„þyŸ ‡öìÝþ ö†öìœ xy›îûy “þyîû £yöì¢ÄyIµœ îÄ!_«öìcîû ¢öìD “þyîû 
~£z öî”˜y‡˜ îûy†öì„þ ö›œyöì“þ þ™yîû“þy› ˜yÐ xí‰þ …%î !›!ÜT !Šéœ 
~£z x!¦þ›yöì˜îû !î¡ìëû=!œÐ öë›˜– xy›îûy ö›˜!ßþTÉ› ¢y!£“þÄ þ™!vþü 
!„þlsþ îû›y ö‡yöì¡ìîû „þ!î“þy ö„þ˜ þ™!vþü!˜– ~£z !˜öìëû ö¢ ~„þ!”˜ 
›%… †½þ#îû „þöìîû îû£zœÐ öë˜ xy›yöì”îû ç£z |!˜Ÿ îŠéîû îëûöì¢îû 
þ™vþüyîû ~“þ xÒ þ™!îû!• !˜öìëû ö¢ x“þÄhsþ £“þyŸÐ öë ¢›öìëûîû „þíy 
îœ!Šé ö¢ ¢›öìëû £zrÝþîûöì˜Ýþ !Šéœ ˜y– ö›yîy£zœ öšþy˜ !Šéœ ˜y– 
öšþ¢î%öì„þ ¢y!£“þÄ ëöìŸy!œ°%öì”îû !˜œÅI xyd²Ì‰þyîû “þ…˜ç Öîû& 
£ëû!˜– šþöìœ ²Ì‰þyîû£#˜ öœ…„þöì”îû öœ…y ~£z¦þyöìî îõ%þöì”îû „þyöìŠé£z 
‹y˜öì“þ £“þÐ xo#öìŸîû îÄy† öíöì„þ î£z !˜öìëû Öîû& „þîûœy› þ™vþüy– 
îû›y!”îû „þ!î“þyÐ “þyîû îûy† ö¦þöìˆ ö†œÐ

~£z ~„þ ßþº¦þyî !Šéœ “þyîûÐ !˜öì‹îû öœ…y ë“þ ˜y þ™!vþüöìëûöìŠé 
xy›yöì”îû– “þyîû ö‰þöìëû ö‘þîû öî!Ÿ xöì˜Äîû öœ…y þ™vþüyöì˜yîû 
öG¤þy„þ !ŠéœÐ Ö•% þ™vþüyöì˜y ˜ëû– xöì˜Äîû öœ…y ²Ì„þyŸ „þîûyîû 
vþzê¢y£ “þyîû ~›˜ !Šéœ öë ö¢ xy›yöì”îû !”öìëû öœ…y !œ!…
öìëû !˜“þ– =FŠé =FŠé öœ…y– övþvþœy£z˜ !”“þ !˜öì‹£z– xyîû 
˜y˜y „þy†öì‹îû ”šþ“þöìîû ‡%öìîû öîvþüy“þ ö¢=!œ Šéyþ™yîû ‹˜ÄÐ 
¢Á™y”„þöì”îû ¢öìD ö¢ xyöìœy‰þ˜yëû î¢öì“þy ö„þ ö„þ›˜  
!œ…öìŠé ~£z !˜öìëûÐ šþ#vþîÄy„þ ¢‚@ùÌ£ „þîû“þÐ „þ…öì˜y „þ…öì˜y 
ö¢£z¢î šþ#vþîÄy„þ Ööì˜ ~öì¢ ö£öì¢ ö£öì¢ îœ“þéôôôé òx›%„þ îyî% 
îœöìœ˜ ~ ö“þy ¢öìî !“þ˜/‰þyîû îŠéîû !œ…öìŠéÐ îŠéîû þ™¤!‰þŸ !œ…%„þ– 
“þöìî „þ!î îœy ëyöìî ò…˜– öœ…y Šéyþ™y ëyöìîæó þ™!îû‰þöìëûîû ¢Á™y”„þ 
!Šéöìœ˜ xy›yöì”îû ~„þ‹˜ !²Ìëû „þ!î x!›“þy¦þ ”yŸ=®Ð Ÿyîû”#ëû 
¢‚…Äyëû !“þ!˜ !„þ¦þyöìî „þ!îöì”îû „þ!î“þyîû œy£z˜ •öìîû •öìîû ö„þöìÝþ 
!”öìëû!Šéöìœ˜– ö¢Ýþy îû£¢Ä†öìÒîû ›“þ öŸy˜y“þ xo#ŸÐ !„þlsþ îõ%þ„,þ“þÄ 
“þyîû „þîûy ‰þy£zÐ ¢Á™y”„þöì”îû ¢öìD „þíy îöìœ– “þyîû îõ%þöì”îû  
öœ…yîû =’„þ#“Åþ˜ „þöìîû– Šéy!þ™öìëû– ˜“%þ˜ xyàþyîû †õþçëûyœy ö¢£z 
þ™!e„þy £yöì“þ !˜öìëû £y!‹îû £“þ ö¢– ›%öì… ö¢£z x›!œ˜ £y!¢Ð ö¢ 
ßþº¦þyî “þyîû ö„þyöì˜y!”˜ç ëyëû!˜Ð

2
„þöìœ‹ öíöì„þ öîöìîûyöì˜yîû þ™îûþ™îû£z xy›yîû !îöì”Ÿîy¢ Öîû&Ð ~îû 
šþöìœ– ~î‚ ö¢£z ˜öìëûîû ”Ÿöì„þîû ö†yvþüyîû !”öì„þ xyhsþ‹Åy!“þ„þ ¢£‹ 
öëy†yöìëy†îÄîßþiyîû x¦þyöìî „þöìëû„þîŠéîû xy›yîû ¢öìD xo#öìŸîû 
öëy†yöìëy† !Šéœ ˜yÐ öëy†yöìëy† öšþîû £œ 2003 ¢yöìœ– xyîû 
¢öìD ¢öìD ö¢ ²Ìhßþyî !”œ öë xöì˜„þ!”˜ £öìëû ö†öìŠé xy›yîû 

x“þ xÒîëûöì¢£z ¢îy£zöì„þ îÄ!_«†“þ¦þyöìî 
!‰þ˜“þ ö¢Ð òþ™!îû‰þëûó þ™!e„þyîû ¢Á™y”„þ öíöì„þ 
Öîû& „þöìîû öëéôéö„þyöì˜y îëûöì¢îû „þ!î– †”Ä„þyîû– 
²Ìyî!õþ„þ– !œÝþœ ›Äy†y!‹öì˜îû „þ›Å#– „þöìœ‹ 
!ßþTÉöìÝþîû î£zöìëûîû ö”y„þyöì˜îû „þ›Å#– „þ!šþ £yvþzöì¢îû 
öîëûyîûy– ²Ì„þyŸ˜y ¢‚ßþiyîû ›y!œ„þ– î£z Šéyþ™yîû 
ö”y„þy˜– „þy†öì‹îû ¢y²Õy£z– î¤y•y£z „þîûyîû 
vþzþ™ë%_« îÄî¢yëû#– !œšþöìœÝþ ö„þyíy öíöì„þ 
„þîûy ëyëû– ~î‚ ~£z !îîûyÝþ öëy†yöìëy† !îöìÙ»îû 
²Ì!“þ!Ýþ ›y˜%¡ì ¢Á™öì„Åþ “þyîû !˜‹ßþº !î‰þyîûÐ
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ö„þyöì˜y î£z öîöìîûyëû!˜– ~îyîû öîöìîûyöì˜y ”îû„þyîûÐ !îöì”öìŸ íy!„þ– 
ö”öìŸîû ¢y!£“þÄ‹†öì“þîû ¢öìD xÒ!îhßþîû !‰þ!àþþ™öìeîû îy£zöìîû 
ö„þyöì˜y öëy†yöìëy† ö˜£z “þ…˜– “þy£z ›,”% ²Ì!“þîy” „þöìîû îœœy›– 
òòö„þ þ™vþüöìîÚóó ~îû xyöì†ç ö“þy òòë%_«yÇþîû ²Ì„þyŸ˜yóó öíöì„þ …%î 
ë%b „þöìîû xy›yîû ²Ìí› „þ!î“þyîû î£z òîûy‹yîû ‹y›y þ™îûy ›yëûyî# 
¢y“þ!”˜ó öîîû „þöìîû!Šéöìœ˜ „þ!î ¢!O“þ ö‡y¡ì xyîû „þ!î ö†ï“þ› 
ö‰þï•%îû#– ²ÌFŠé” „þöìîû !”öìëû!Šéöìœ˜ ßþºëû‚ „þ!î ›,”%œ ”yŸ=®– ö„þvþz 
!„þ xyîû þ™öìvþüöìŠéÚ ¦þyöìœy ˜y !œ…öì“þ þ™yîûöìœ ö„þvþz þ™vþüöìî ˜y– 
îœœy› xy!›Ð xy›yîû „þíyÝþy öë˜ ö„þyöì˜y „þíy£z ˜ëû ~£z¦þyöìî 
xo#Ÿ ²Ì!“þë%!_« !”œ öë ö„þvþz£z ë!” ̃ y þ™öìvþü “þy£öìœ xyîû þ™yçëûy 
ëyëû ˜y ö„þ˜Ú „þÝþy œy£z˜ öœ…y £öìëûöìŠé ~£z „þéôéîŠéöìîûÚ ‹y˜öì“þ 
‰þy£zœ ö¢Ð ¦þ#“þßþºöìîû îœœy› ¢î !›!œöìëû „%þ!vþü îy£zŸÝþyîû öî!Ÿ 
£öìî ̃ y öîûÐ “þyöì“þ !„þ xyöìŠé– xyöì†îû î£zÝþyîû öœ…y=öìœyîû ¢öìD ~£z 
„%þ!vþü îy£zŸÝþy öœ…y !›!œöìëû ˜“%þ˜ î£z „þîûî– !¢kþyhsþ !˜œ xo#ŸÐ 
öë›˜ ¦þyîy– ö“þ›˜ „þy‹Ð òòë%_«yÇþöìîûîûóó ¢öìD öëy†yöìëy† „þöìîû 
x˜%›!“þ ‰þy£zœ ö¢– xy›yîû öœ…y o&“þ „þÁ™vþzÝþyöìîû þ™yàþyöì“þ îœœ– 
xyîû þ™îûî“Åþ# „þöìëû„þ ¢®y£ •öìîû œy£z˜ •öìîû •öìîû ~!vþÝþ „þîûœ 
xy›yîû öœ…y– „þyîû’ îý !îöì”!Ÿ Ÿ· “þyöì“þ– xyîû !îöì”!Ÿ Ÿöì·îû 
!œþ™Ähsþöìîû îy˜y˜!î!• î”öìœ ö†öìŠé ~…˜Ð ö¢£z =öìFŠéîû ˜y› !”œ 
xo#Ÿ xy›yîû ~„þ!Ýþ öœ…y öíöì„þéôôôé ò›£yþ™,!íî#îû çöìëûî¢y£zÝþó– 
xyîû ~£z ˜y› •!îûöìëû ö¢ !£îû’ !›öìeîû „þyöìŠé ‰þöìœ ö†œ ²ÌFŠé” 
x¤y„þyöì“þÐ “þyîûþ™îû öÝþ!œöìšþyöì˜ vþzöì_!‹“þ ¦þyöìî ~„þ!”˜ î’Å˜y 
„þîûœ !„þ¦þyöìî ç£z ˜y› !˜öìëû !£îû’”y xöì˜„þ ¦þyîöìœ˜– öœ…
y=!œ þ™vþüöìœ˜– xyîû “%þ!œ öÝþöì˜ !˜öìëû ÷“þ!îû „þîûöìœ˜ x¢y›y˜Ä 
~„þ ²ÌFŠé”Ð î£zöì›œyëû öîöìîûyöìœy ö¢£z î£z– xyîû xy›yîû ›öì˜ 
£œ xy¢öìœ „þ!î“þy ²Ì„þyŸ ö“þy ö„þîœ „þ!îîû „þy‹ ˜ëû– ~ ö“þy 
îõ%þöì”îû ²Ì#!“þ•˜Ä ßþºyíÅ£#˜ ¢›öìî“þ „þy‹Ð

îý ²Ìîõþ !œöì…öìŠé xo#Ÿ– ëíyíÅ ~„þyöìvþ!›„þ ö¢¢î öœ…y– 
†öìî¡ì’yëû ~“þÝ%þ„%þ š¤þy!„þ ö˜£zÐ ¢yîûy‹#î˜ ë!” ö¢ ~„þ!Ýþ !î¡ìöìëû£z 
†öìî¡ì’y „þöìîû öëöì“þ þ™yîû“þ– “þy£öìœ öîy•£ëû …%!Ÿ £“þ ö¢– „þyîû’ 
îýþ™ÍÔîy!ëû“þ £çëûyîû “%þœ˜yëû †¦þ#îû ¢›%öìo G¤þyþ™ ö”ëûyîû ²Ìî’“þy 
ç xy@ùÌ£ “þyîû öî!Ÿ !ŠéœÐ òòîÝþ“þœyîû î£zóó ˜yöì› ”%éôé…öìuþ |!˜Ÿ 
Ÿ“þöì„þîû ”%Ü±yþ™Ä „%þ!vþü!Ýþ î£z ö¢ ¢Á™y”˜y „þöìîû öîîû „þöìîû!ŠéœÐ 
ö„þîœ @ùÌsþi ¢‚„þœ˜ „þîûy ö“þy ˜ëû– ö¢£z î£zöìëûîû öë ë%†–  
ö¢…yöì˜ ”%ƒ¢y•Ä †öìî¡ì’y „þöìîû þ™yàþ„þöì„þ öþ™ï¤öìŠé ö”ëûy öë˜ “þyîû 
îÊ“þÐ ²Ìí› …öìuþ “þyîû ”%þ™y“þyîû ~„þ!Ýþ !˜öìî”˜ ~î‚ öŠé‰þ!ÍÔŸ 
þ™y“þyîû ~„þ!Ýþ “þíÄ!îöìÙÕ¡ì’ ¢›y!§º“þ ”#‡Å ¦)þ!›„þy xyöìŠéÐ ›‹yîû 
„þíy £œ– ‹˜!²Ìëû ¢y!£öì“þÄîû öë •yîûy!Ýþöì„þ xo#Ÿ xy›yöì”îû 
vþzöìþ™Çþy „þîûöì“þ îœ“þ– ~£z îÝþ“þœyîû ¢y!£öì“þÄ ö¢£z ‹˜!²Ìëû 

öœy„þîû&!‰þîû þ™%˜!˜›Åyöì’ ö¢ †¦þ#îû x˜%¢!õþê¢yëû ›@À £œÐ xyöìîûy 
›‹yîû îÄyþ™yîû £œ– þ™!îû¢‚…Äyöì˜îû Šéye xy!›– !„þlsþ !˜!ÙŠéo 
þ™!îû¢‚…Äyöì˜ ¦þîûy ¢y!£öì“þÄîû Šéye xo#öìŸîû ¦)þ!›„þyÐ 1805 
öíöì„þ 1852 ¢yœ þ™ëÅhsþ !î!¦þ§¬ î£z ²Ì„þyöìŸîû îy!¡ìÅ„þ £yîû– î£zöìëûîû 
‹¤îû îy „þÄyöìÝþ†!îû •öìîû •öìîû “þyîû !îöìÙÕ¡ì’– xy›yöì”îû “þíÄ!˜¦Åþîû 
~„þ ¢%!˜!Øþ“þ †hsþöìîÄ öþ™ï¤öìŠé ö”ëû– ëy ö„þîœ „þ!î„þÒ˜yëû ¢½þî 
˜ëûÐ îlßþ“þ– ¢‚…Äy ç “þíÄ!˜¦Åþîû ~£z ¢y!£“þÄ†öìî¡ì’yëû ö¢ ”yîû&’ 
”,ÜTyhsþ ßþiyþ™˜ „þöìîû!ŠéœÐ ~îû ¢öìD ë%_« £öìëû!Šéœ “þyîû vþz”yîû 
”,!ÜT¦þ!D– ëy xy›yöì”îû ‰þ‰Åþyöì„þ ²Ì¢y!îû“þ „þöìîû– „%þ!Çþ†“þ „þöìîû˜yÐ

~„þ£zîû„þ› ¦þyöìî ¢¨#þ™˜ ‰þöìRyþ™y•Äyöìëûîû †”Ä !˜öìëû “þyîû „þy‹– 
vþ„%þÄöì›rÝþy!îû ÷“þ!îûîû vþzöì”Äy†– ˜îyîû&’ ¦þRy‰þyöìëÅîû †”Ä !˜öìëû “þyîû 
!‰þhsþy– îy‚œy ¢y!£öì“þÄ ÙÕ#œéôéxÙÕ#œ !˜öìëû “þyîû †öìî¡ì’y– ~£z¦þyöìî 
~öì„þ„þÝþy !î¡ìëû !˜öìëû v%þî%!îûîû ›öì“þy „þy‹ „þöìîûöìŠé xo#ŸÐ ë…˜ öë 
!î¡ìöìëû ‘%þöì„þöìŠé– ²ÌŸyhsþ ›£y¢y†öìîûîû †öì¦Åþ ‰þöìœ !†öìëû Ö!_« xyîû 
›%öì_«y !˜öìëû ~öì¢öìŠé ö¢Ð öíöì„þ öíöì„þ ö¢£z¢î †öìî¡ì’y ²Ì„þyŸ 
„þöìîûöìŠé– ö¢£z¢î öœ…y ëb „þöìîû ßþñÄy˜ „þöìîû þ™y!àþöìëûöìŠéÐ £zöì›œ 
„þöìîûöìŠé– vþz_öìîûîû ‹˜Ä îöì¢ öíöì„þöìŠé– xy›yîû xyœöì¢Ä vþz_îû 
˜y öþ™öìëû îûy† „þöìîûöìŠéÐ „þyŸ#îû îyˆy!œ !î•îy !˜öìëû ¢„þyœöìîœy 
„þy†öì‹îû îû!îîyîû ¢‚…Äyëû 2012 ¢yöìœîû 19 öšþîÊ&ëûy!îû “þyîû 
!îû¢y‰Åþ þ™y!àþöìëû !œöì…öìŠé ò„þyŸ#îû îyˆy!œ !î•îy öœ…yÝþy !þ™!vþ~šþ 
šþîû›ÄyöìÝþ þ™yàþyœy›Ð þ™vþüöì“þ þ™y!îû¢ !„þ ˜y ”Äy…Ð “%þ£z ö„þ›˜ 
xy!Šé¢Ú xöì˜„þ!”˜ öëy†yöìëy† ö˜£zÐ xy!› xy!Šé ö›yÝþy›%!ÝþÐ 
¦þyöìœy íy!„þ¢óÐ

~îû þ™îû òòx@ùÌî#‹óó ˜yöì› ~„þ!Ýþ !‰þhsþyîû þ™!e„þyîû „þyöì‹ ö˜öì› 
þ™vþüy ›ye xo#öìŸîû !îþ™%œ vþzê¢y£ þ™yçëûy ö†œÐ ¢Á™y”„þîûy 
˜y˜y ö”öìŸîû ˜y˜y Ÿ£öìîû íyöì„þ˜éôôôé xy!› „þÄy!œöìšþy!˜Åëûyëû– ¢%îÊ“þ 
x†y!ÞÝþöì˜– ö†yöì›‹ xöìßþTÉ!œëûyîû ö›œöìîyöì˜Å– “þyþ™¢ †yöìëû˜ !˜vþz 

1805 öíöì„þ 1852 ¢yœ þ™ëÅhsþ !î!¦þ§¬ 
î£z ²Ì„þyöìŸîû îy!¡ìÅ„þ £yîû– î£zöìëûîû ‹¤îû îy 
„þÄyöìÝþ†!îû •öìîû •öìîû “þyîû !îöìÙÕ¡ì’– xy›yöì”îû 
“þíÄ!˜¦Åþîû ~„þ ¢%!˜!Øþ“þ †hsþöìîÄ öþ™ï¤öìŠé ö”ëû– 
ëy ö„þîœ „þ!î„þÒ˜yëû ¢½þî ˜ëûÐ îlßþ“þ– ¢‚…Äy 
ç “þíÄ!˜¦Åþîû ~£z ¢y!£“þÄ†öìî¡ì’yëû ö¢ ”yîû&’ 
”,ÜTyhsþ ßþiyþ™˜ „þöìîû!ŠéœÐ
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£zëûöì„Åþ– ¢%!î›œ ‰þe«î“Åþ# xyîû ö‰þï•%îû# ¢yœyýj#˜ ›y£›%” vþyœyöì¢– 
~î‚ ¢y” „þy›yœ# „þy˜yvþyëûÐ !îöì”Ÿ öíöì„þ îy‚œy!îöìÙ»îû !‰þhsþy 
!˜öìëû „þy†‹ £öìFŠé– “þyîû öœ…„þöì†yÛþ# îûöìëûöìŠé˜ ¢yîûy þ™,!íî# ‹%öìvþü– 
„þöìœ‹ !ßþTÉöìÝþîû öîy“þœ ¦þyˆöìî ~£zîyîû– ~£z vþzöì_‹˜yëû xo#Ÿ 
xöì˜„þ vþzê¢y£ !”œÐ xy›îûy ~öì„þ„þ ¢‚…Äy ~öì„þ„þ‹˜ ¢Á™)’Å 
”y!ëûc !˜öìëû ¢Á™y”˜y „þ!îû– ~öì„þ„þ !î¡ìöìëûÐ !îÙ»yëû˜– ²Ìy!hsþ„þ“þy– 
ö›ï!œ„þ“þy– îûy‹÷ì˜!“þ„þ vþzþ™˜Äy¢ ~£z ¢‚…Äy=!œöì“þ “þyîû þ™îûy›ŸÅ 
!Šéœ „þyöì”îû !œ…öì“þ îœy vþz!‰þ“þ ö¢£z !î¡ìöìëû– !˜öì‹ç ~„þ!Ýþ  
¢‚…Äyëû öœ…y !”öìëû!ŠéœÐ ö¢£z öœ…y ëb „þöìîû öŠéöìþ™!Šé– !„þlsþ 
öšþy˜ „þöìîû ö„þ˜ îÄ!_«†“þ ¦þyöìî ‹y˜y£z!˜ ö„þ›˜ öœöì†öìŠé– ö¢£z 
!˜öìëû x!¦þ›y˜ „þöìîû!Šéœ xo#ŸÐ “þyîûþ™îû xyîyîû ~„þ!”˜ „þíy 
£öì“þ£z x!¦þ›y˜ vþz•yçÐ

”% £y‹yîû xyÝþ ¢yöìœîû ~„þ!Ýþ £zöì›œ ö”…!Šé “þyîû xydþ™!îû‰þöìëû 
!œ…öìŠé xo#Ÿéôôôé

òxo#Ÿ !îÙ»y¢Ð öþ™Ÿyëû îy‚œyîû x•Äyþ™„þÐ ¢›y‹– ¢y!£“þÄ 
¢‚ßþ,ñ!“þ !î¡ìöìëû ²Ìîõþ !œöì… íyöì„þ˜Ð îÄ!_«†“þ †öìî¡ì’yîû 
!î¡ìëûéôôôé ‹˜!²Ìëû îy‚œy ¢y!£“þÄéôôôé îÝþ“þœy öíöì„þ î¤yÝ%þœ ”Ä  
ö@ùÌÝþÐ ¢Á™y!”“þ î£zéôôôé ¢¨#þ™˜ ‰þöìRyþ™y•Äyëû ¢Á™!„Åþ“þ S1996VÐ 
¢¨#þ™öì˜îû †Ò¢›@ùÌ S²Ìí› ç !m“þ#ëû …uþ 2006V– xyöìw£z 
“þyîûöì„þy¦þ!ßþñ ¢Á™!„Åþ“þ S1999V– îûˆ ˜yÁºyîû S!£îû’ !›öìeîû 
¢öìD „þöìíyþ™„þí˜ 2002VÐó !˜öì‹öì„þ ö¢ ²Ì•y˜“þ †öìî¡ì„þ 

!£öì¢öìî£z þ™!îû‰þëû !”öì“þ ö‰þöìëûŠé– ~î‚ ~£z îÄyþ™yöìîû “þyîû î%Äêþ™!_ 
²ÌÙÀy“þ#“þ¦þyöìî ²Ì›y’ „þöìîûöìŠé ö¢Ð

˜îyîû&’ ¦þRy‰þyëÅ ¢Á™öì„Åþ ö¢ !œ…öìŠééôôôé òxy!› !œ…öìîy– xy›yîû 
˜îyîû&öì’îû öœ…yëû öë öþ™yÞÝþéôé„þöìœy!˜ëûyœ þ™!œ!Ýþ: xyöìŠé “þy 
!˜öìëû öœ…yîû £zöìFŠé xyöìŠéÐ xy›yöì”îû öë ~˜œy£zöìÝþ˜öì›rÝþéôé~îû 
˜öìœ‹ þ™yçëûyîû xy!•þ™“þÄéôôôé “þyîû îy£zöìîû ”¤yvþüyöì˜yîû ö‰þÜTy xyöìŠé 
ç¤îû öœ…yöì“þÐ xyîû „þyöì„þ !œ…öì“þ îœ!î– ö¢Ýþy ~£z öþ™yÞÝþéôé˜¨#  
@ùÌy› þ™!îû!ßþi!“þöì“þ öîŸ ›%Ÿ!„þœÐ xy›yîû ö“þy £zöìFŠé ö”öìîŸ îûyëû 
ö„þ !œ…öì“þ îœ– !„þlsþ ~…˜ ~„þ‹˜ ¢%Ÿ#œ– xyîû ~„þ‹˜ £y›Åy”– 
~îûy !„þ ~…˜ ~„þ ‡yöìÝþ ‹œ …yöìîÚ “þöìî xy!› òòxÇþöìîû…yóó 
þ™!e„þyÝþy ö”…œy›– ̃ îyîîû&’”yîû ¦þyöìœy £zrÝþîû!¦þvþz ö˜£zÐ ëy xyöìŠé 
ö¢Ýþy ¦þyöìœy ˜yÐ †Òîû ö‰þöìëû ç£zÝþy ‹îû&!îûéôôôé ç¤îû ‹#î˜”ŸÅ˜– 
îûy‹˜#!“þ– öœ…yöìœ!…îû ö¦þ“þöìîûîû „þíyéôôôé öî¤öì‰þ íy„þyîû „þíy– 
„þöìíyþ™„þí˜Ðó

~“þ „þy‹– !„þlsþ ö„þy˜ ²Ì†y‘þü x!¦þ›yöì˜ ö¢ xy›yöì”îû öŠéöìvþü ‰þöìœ 
ö†œ– ö„þ ‹yöì˜Ð xy›yöì”îû ç£z îõ%þî,öì_îû xöì˜öì„þ£z xyîû ö˜£z– 
xÒîëûöì¢£z “þyîûy ‰þöìœ ö†öìœ˜Ð !„þlsþ xyöìÝþîû ”Ÿöì„þîû ç£z „þöìëû„þ!Ýþ 
îŠéîû xy›îûy xo#öìŸîû ›“þ˜ ßþºyíÅ£#˜ ¢y!£“þÄ„þ›Å#îû ²ÌKþy”#®  
›y˜¢÷ìî”)öìëÅîû ö‹Äy!“þƒŠéÝþyëû „þy!Ýþöìëû !Šéœy›– ö¢£z xy˜¨ !‰þîû 
x›!œ˜Ð
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For any literate, somewhat socially 
conscious person in India and elsewhere, 
the tidal wave of #MeToo, has been 

impossible to ignore. If you are an user of social 
media, then the wave may have threatened to 
engulf, given the number of arguments and 
counter-arguments, allegations, rebuttals and 
the general bloodletting that what on across 
academia, media, entertainment industry and 
corporate India. 

In the last two years, women have broken their 
silence to name and shame sexual predators 
and serial abusers of power, causing important 
men, often shining stars in their chosen fields, 
to fall like ninepins. It is very rare that a sudden 
and almost spontaneous uprising can wreck so 
much havoc, but in a positive sense.

How did it all start?
The #MeToo storm on social media, started 
when actor Alyssa Milano, one of disgraced 
Hollywood Moghul Harvey Weinstein’s 
staunchest critics, called women to action on 
October 15, 2017 saying that if all women who 
have been sexually harassed or assaulted wrote 
“Me Too” as a status update, people might get 
the magnitude of the problem. Within 24 hours, 
4.7 million women and some men started 
speaking out and sharing the harassment and 
abuse they have faced, with over 12 million 
posts, comments and reactions, according to 

#MeToo: Bloodletting, catharsis or a 4th wave?

PAROMA ROY CHOWDHURY

Facebook data. A fresh wave of unrest swept 
across the US more recently when Justice Brett 
Kavanaugh was confirmed to the Supreme 
Court, despite allegations of sexual assault 
against him.

In India, the #MeToo movement, technically 
started last year when law student Raya Sarkar 
published a crowd-sourced list of 75 senior 
academics from 30 campuses, accusing them 
of harassment. It gained more traction in 
September, when former actor Tanusree Dutta, 
accused her co-star, the veteran film actor Nana 
Patekar, of misbehaving with her on the sets. 
On October 7, writer, comic and poet, Mahima 
Kukreja tore into @wootsaw-comedian Utsav 
Chakraborty in real life– for sending her obscene 
pictures and angry messages poured into the 
Internet at lightening speed.  Subsequently, two 
journalists, with screenshots of their exchanges, 
called out celebrity journalist-turned-Minister 
M J Akbar at 12 am. Within minutes, the post 
had 300-plus likes and retweets. Since then 30-
odd women including journalists Priya Ramani, 
Suparnaa Sharma, Ghazala Wahab and Tushita 
Patel, accused him of sexual misconduct during 
his tenure at the Asian Age and the mounting 
public pressure forced the government to act, 
leading to his resignation as Union Minister. A 
former colleague from The Asian Age, Pallavi 
Gogoi, accused him of rape, physical assault 
and consistent intimidation.
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And today, the line-up of the accused of sexual 
harassment, misconduct and assault features a 
veritable who’s who list: Actors Nana Patekar, 
Alok Nath, Rajat Kapoor, producers Vikas Bahl 
and Sajid Khan, advertising luminary Ravi 
Deshpande, author Chetan Bhagat and former 
Tata Group top executive, Rakesh Sarna and 
many more.

Why is it happening now?
Essentially, #MeToo has been about calling 
out sexual predators across a variety of 
fields, underlining influences of patriarchy, 
entitlement and abuse of power. But, why is it 
happening now?

Alka Kurien, a senior lecturer at the University 
of Washington, told The Times of India that it 
is a point on the continuum of the journey of 
Feminism and can be called out as a feminist 
revival globally.

While the first wave of Feminism, in the 
early 20th century, had anti-colonial politics 
as primary agenda, the second post-colonial 
wave of the 1960s and 70s focused on economy 
– price rise and land rights. The third wave of 
80s and 90s battled issues of female foeticide, 
malnourishment of the girl child, domestic 
and dowry violence and rape. But the context 
was an understanding of sexual violence only 
in the public realm where women needed to 
be protected and controlled by policing their 
clothes, movement and behavior in public 
spaces. By prioritizing issues of freedom, 
respect and sexual desire, younger feminists 
signaled their departure from the third wave 
and entered a new phase of social media-led 
movement, which she refers to as the fourth 
wave. An important component of this was 
harassment at the workplace and a desire 
to ensure a safer work environment, free of 
verbal bullying and patronizing attitudes and 
predatory attacks of a sexual nature.

In India in particular, even before the #Metoo 
movement started officially, young Indians have 

been leading a social media-fuelled revolution 
in the country, starting from anti-rape protests 
in 2012, culminating in the 2013 Justice Verma 
Commission recommendations and changes 
in rape laws. This moment was also seen as 
a failure of the Indian Feminist Movement to 
stem sexual harassment in workplaces and 
every day lives, leading to a generational gap 
between older and younger feminists.

What is workplace harassment?
Since the bulk of the #MeToo allegations have 
been about sexual harassment at the workplace, 
irrespective of industries, let’s look at what 
it really means. Physical harassment would 
include touching, pinching, caressing, kissing 
or fondling someone against her will; invading 
of personal space (getting too close, brushing 
past deliberately). Verbal misconduct would 
include sexually suggestive remarks, lewd 
jokes and innuendos, intimidation, threats and 
blackmail for sexual favours, unwelcome social 
overtures with sexual overtones, unwelcome 
sexual advances, stalking, abuse of authority 
or power to claim sexual favours  (the most 
common allegation) and rumour mongering 
to destroy reputations. Non-verbal harassment 
would include displaying sexually explicit 
pictures, posters, electronic messages and 
images, emails and other messages (Source: 
Handbook of Sexual Harassment of Women at 
the Workplace Act, 2013; Own-it Leadership 
Lessons from Women Who Do by Aparna Jain, 
Harper Collins India)

Legal redress
Astounding while it may seem, there were no 
clear laws on sexual harassment before 2013, 
which made it one of the least-reported crimes. 
The gang-rape of social worker Bhanwari Devi 
in Rajasthan in 1992 led to a petition in the 
Supreme Court in 1997 by a group of women’s 
organizations called ‘Vishakha’. The Court 
issued guidelines in 1997 to protect women 
in the workplace. The Sexual Harassment of 
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Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition 
and Redressal) Act 2013, is unique as it 
recognized workplace sexual harassment as an 
infringement of women’s fundamental rights as 
under the Indian Constitution.

Where does #MeToo go from here?
Amidst all the breathless excitement of 
breaking news, with a prominent man being 
outed everyday and a huge and collective sense 
of outrage, it is possibly worthwhile to pause 
and think about the trajectory of the movement. 
Typically, a lot of voices of dissent are emerging 
already.

One is typically around the timing of disclosures, 
questioning why the victims chose to talk so 
much later and whether there was anything 
else that was fuelling them. Having spoken to 
many women who have voiced allegations and 
shared experiences both publicly and privately, 
it largely emerges that when you are young, 
eager to impress and hungry for success, you 
might accept behavior and action, particularly 
from powerful male bosses, which you may find 
offensive but given the imbalance in the power 
equation, you tend to accept and internalize, 
and in the short-term, even benefit from the 
silence, in terms of career rewards. But later, you 
might actually feel enraged and empowered 
enough to share experiences and seek redress 
for the male privilege and impunity, even if it 
happened decades ago

Second is whether there was a quid-proquo 
involved at any stage. If you have seen 
the  media  reports on Hollywood’s #MeToo 
stories, then it’s likely you already have a good 
sense of quid pro quo harassment. Quid pro 
quo essentially translates to “something for 
something” and is committed by people who 
hold power over another person, like bosses. 
According to  The Advocates for Human Rights, 
“quid pro quo harassment “occurs when (1) job 
benefits, including employment, promotion, 
salary increases, shift or work assignments, 
performance expectations and other conditions 

of employment, are made contingent on the 
provision of sexual favours, usually to an 
employer, supervisor or agent of the employer 
who has the authority to make decisions about 
employment actions, or (2) the rejection of a 
sexual advance or request for sexual favours 
results in a tangible employment detriment, 
a loss of a job benefit of the kind described 
above.”

A prime example of this type of harassment 
is  Harvey Weinstein’s sexual misconduct  in 
his role as an A-list producer in Hollywood. 
Weinstein would frequently use his power to 
manipulate women into sexual acts. Due to 
his power over their future careers – whether 
through casting in his own company or his 
influence throughout Hollywood –  his sexual 
abuse is considered quid pro quo harassment.

And the third question is about the supposed 
elitism. Noted journalist Tavleen Singh came 
out as a strident critic of the #MeToo movement 
as she considered it a voice of only elite, urban 
women. “Horrifying! Can some of our feminists 
please start a real Indian MeToo movement for 
Indian women who do not speak English?” 
Singh wrote in a tweet. Singh’s tweet prompted 
several others to post their own viewpoints 
— agreeing or disagreeing with the sentiment 
expressed. Social entrepreneur Jaya Jaitly, who 
concurred with Singh, wrote:”(The) present 
MeToo is still among the privileged classes and 
urban [sic]. Rural, vernacular women are in far 
worse situations. Hashtags are no solution for 
them.”

But does it trivialize #MeToo as a movement? The 
consensus seems to be in favour of completely the 
reverse. Journalist Barkha Dutt made a great point 
about inclusivity when she spoke out against 
Singh, saying, “It’s not either-or. All movements 
must be as inclusive as possible but harassment, 
abuse, assault, groping, pawing is not just 
violation; it’s to intimidate women at the work 
place and stop them from working. How can that 
not have your support?” And she garnered huge 
support on social media for her stance.



64

A U T U M N
A N N U A L

Interestingly, Singh had also come in for heavy 
criticism for her support of M J Akbar and 
brand and image consultant Suhel Seth, on 
Twitter, when she alleged most of the alleged 
harassment was consensual and the women 
affected should have had the sense to behave 
differently.

Broad brush of victimhood
Another concern seems to be that amidst a 
cacophony of angry voices, a broad brush 
approach seems to be taking precedence, which 
questions almost all physical touch and confuse 
memories of male colleagues or superiors 
making unwanted overtures with grievous 
abuse of power. Which in turn, can seriously 
impact all man-woman relationships, especially 
at the workplace. Says Lionel Shriver, author 
and winner of the Orange Prize for Fiction for 
her work, ‘The Standing Chandelier’, “I am 
concerned that we are throwing knee-touching 
into the same basket as rape. And we are 
casting women as irremediably scarred by even 
minor sexual advances”. Also, that the hashtag 
which should empower women, is turning 
them into perpetual victims and indulging in 
a witch hunt. “#MeToo creates a toxic narrative 
which casts every male as a potential predator 
and every female as a perpetual victim,” says 
Rita Panahi, a columnist and journalist at the 
Herald Sun.

Male privilege
It has been interesting to see the average male– 
largely the urban, educated elite of course– 
reaction on social media and otherwise.  
Emotions run a full gamut from vociferous 
support, to skepticism, to indignation and full 
fury. A recent article in  Scroll.in  categorised 
the reaction of men accused in #MeToo 
into different groups — the Indignant, the 
Progressive, the Wronged. The Indignant 
blustered about a #MeToo “viral fever” and 
sued. The Progressives complained that a new 
liberal moral police was misunderstanding 

their hippie-go-lucky disregard for archaic 
social norms. The Wronged wailed about being 
treated like a convict and sentenced without 
trial and due process.

Says journalist and author Sandip Roy, 
“There’s the ‘Yes, But’. They are against sexual 
harassment but they just worry this is going 
too far, lumping Chetan Bhagat’s wooing skills 
with full-on assault and that this will harm 
the greater cause in the end. They are just 
thinking of the women, of course, when they 
advise them to cool it a bit.There’s the Statute 
of Limitations crowd. They don’t want to hear 
about anything that’s more than five years old 
because if you didn’t bring it up then, you are 
just opportunistically jumping on the #MeToo 
bandwagon now.”

Adds Somak Raychaudhury, Director, Inter-
University Center for Astronomy and Astro-
Physics, “I am following the movement and am 
completely in support and seeing it unfold in 
this jaw-dropping manner. The power situation 
in academia, particularly between students and 
teachers, has its own dynamic. Had to deal 
with many many cases in my career.  Tip of the 
iceberg still!

It possibly is boiling down to feeling unsettled, 
having a rethink and questioning my own 
boundaries as a male, says a top corporate 
executive, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. It may not change the order upside 
down in a day, but it’s a start.

Apocalypse now?

Clearly, “MeToo has unleashed the opportunity 
for women, at least of a particular background, 
to voice concerns and share traumatic 
experiences which may have occurred decades 
ago. Also, to underline the connections between 
various male behaviour- men who belittle, men 
who intimidate, men who treat women like 
property, men who assault and rape and do it 
consistently. “Prepare for Apocalypse, brothers 
and sisters,” says Nisha Susan, founder-editor 
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of the website The Ladies Finger, in her column 
in India Today.

It is also making organizations realize that the 
cost of bad behavior can be very high for both 
perpetrators and places that employ them, 
as Infosys had found out years ago, with the 
star executive-cum-serial-harasser Phaneesh 
Murthy. “ Organizations would do well to 
facilitate conversations about problematic 
behavior and offer support to those who 
would like to address their own behavior and 
assure victims of support if they raise issues,” 
says Amba Salelkar, a lawyer, with the Equals 
Centre of Social Justice. And of course a more 
diverse approach to hiring, retention and talent 
management would go a long way in building 
fair and equitable workplace, in her India 
Today column.

Finally, I do think that #MeToo is a turning 
point in the history of feminism, despite all its 
shortcomings. It has brought to light the issues 

of power and entitlement and their inevitable 
linkage to sexually predatory behavior across 
geographies and industries. It is also forcing 
uncomfortable conversations and dialogues. 
It has derailed patriarchy to an extent. But to 
be a harbinger of lasting change, it needs to 
transcend cyber-rage and become a sustained, 
global struggle that also stands for marginalized 
women–Dalit, Muslim, queer, differently-
abled– and push for enduring behavioral 
changes in households, educational institutions 
and workplaces. “ It can help men not to be 
testosterone-fuelled emotional midgets across 
walks of life, “ says Rajesh Jha, Managing 
Editor, India Today and a son, father, husband 
and friend who admittedly, works with women 
all the time. A tall order, but  not mpossible, 
surely?

Where do we go from here – apocalypse or a 
journey along the continuum?
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…y£z!˜Ð xyîû ö¢ …y˜yëû „þy›vþü ö”çëûy ›ye !‹¦þ öíöì„þ ›!hßþÜñ 
~„þÝþy x˜%¦)þ!“þ îöìëû ö†œ “þyîû ¢öìD ›y›Åyîûy ¢›%öìoîû£z “%þœ˜y 
‰þœöì“þ þ™yöìîû ~£z !˜!îûöì… öë– “þyîû ~„þÝþy£z îûˆ– ~„þ›y!e„þÐ !„þlsþ 
“þy †¦þ#îûÐ xyîû “þy ¢›%öìoîû ‹öìœîû ›öì“þy£z ¦þyîû#Ð ö„þyöì„þyöìîû‰þÐ 
“%þîûöìßþñîû ¢î öíöì„þ ‹˜!²Ìëû !ßþTÉÝþ š%þvþÐ “þöìî ~ …y˜yîû îû„þ›éôéöìšþîû 
!›œöìî xyîûç „þöìëû„þ!Ýþ ö”öìŸÐ öë›˜ þ™yöìŸîû !@ùÌöì¢ xyöìîûy›y!˜ëûy˜ 
¦þy¡ìy¦þy¡ì#îûy ~öì„þ îœöìîéôôôé „%þ„%þöìîûê¢%Ð !@ùÌ„þ¦þy¡ì#îûy îœöìîéôôô 
ö„þyöì„þyöìîûê!¢Ð xy‹yîûîy£z‹y˜éôé~îû öœyöì„þîûy îœöìî !‰þ!‹!î!‹Ð 

xyîyîû £zîûyöì˜îû “%þîûßþñ ¢#›yöìhsþ ~îû ˜y›éôé‹y=îû îy‡%îûæ

îÄyþ™yîûÝþy „þ#Ú ~îû„þ›éôôôé ²Ìíöì› ö¦þvþüyîû „þ!œ‹y– þ™y„þßþi!œ– 
š%þ¢š%þ¢– „þZþ˜yœ#– ë„,þê– !‹¦þ ~î‚ ö›yÝþy›%!Ýþ ëyéôéëy x‚Ÿ xy›îûy 
¦þoöìœyöì„þîûy öšþöìœ !”£z– ëyöì„þ îûy§¬yîû þ™!îû¦þy¡ìyëû £z‚öìîû!‹öì“þ 
îöìœ ‘offal’, ö¢£z ¢î x‚Ÿ !„þŠ%éÝþy ‰þ!îÅîû ¢öìD £yšþéôé£z!Mþé Ý%þ„þöìîûy 
„þöìîû ö„þöìÝþ !˜öì“þ £öìîÐ ö¢£z ¢î ~„þ ¢öìD ö›öì… !˜öì“þ £öìî 
öœî%îû îû¢– x!œ¦þ xöìëûœ– çöìîû†yöì˜y ›Ÿœy– ˜%˜éôéö†yœ›!îû‰þ 
xyîû xÒ xy”y !”öìëûÐ ¦þyöìœy „þöìîû ö›öì… öîŸ „þöìëû„þ ‡rÝþy öîûöì… 
!”öì“þ £öìîÐ ~îûþ™îû œy†öìî ›yöìëûîû ”%• Šéyöìvþü!˜ ~›˜ ~„þ!Ýþ „þ!‰þ 
ö¦þvþüyîû š%þÝþ ”%öìëû„þ œÁºy xßþf– £zöìrÝþ¢Ýþy£z˜Ð ~!Ýþöì„þ ¦þyöìœy „þöìîû 
•%öìëû !¦þ“þîûÝþy îy£zöìîû öÝþöì˜ îyîû „þöìîû vþzœöìÝþ öšþœöì“þ £öìîÐ 
“þyîûþ™îû “þyöì“þ £yÍñy ˜%˜– öœî%îû îû¢ xyîû ‹öìœ !„þŠ%éÇþ’ ‰%þ!îöìëû 
îûy…öì“þ £öìîÐ

~îyîû ~„þÝþy œÁºy !Ÿöì„þ ›y‚öì¢îû Ý%þ„þöìîûy=öìœy ö†¤öìí ö¢£z xöìsþfîû 
›öì•Ä ‘%þ!„þöìëû !Ÿ„þÝþy îyîû „þöìîû !˜öì“þ £öìîÐ ëyöì“þ xsþfÝþy Ýþy£zÝþ £öìëû 
¦þ!“Åþ £öìëû ëyëûÐ xöìsþfîû ›%…Ýþy öî¤öì• !˜öì“þ £öìîÐ “þy £öìœ öîŸ š%þÝþ 
”%öìëûöì„þîû ~„þÝþy !Ýþvþzöìîîû ›öì“þy £œÐ ~£z îyîû ö¢£z !ÝþvþzîÝþyöì„þ 
œÁºyœ!Áº ~„þÝþy !Ÿöì„þ š¤%þöìvþü „þyàþ„þëûœyîû x¤yöì‰þ !@ùÌœ „þîûöì“þ £öìî– 
ë“þÇþ’ ˜y ‰þ!îÅîû ö“þœ öî!îûöìëû îÄyþ™yîûÝþy œyœ öíöì„þ †y‘þü …öìëû!îû 
£öìëû ëyëûÐ îÄy¢ ö„þyöì„þyöìîû‰þ öîû!vþÐ

~îyîû ö¢Ýþy àþy[þy £öìœ „%þ!‰þ„%þ!‰þ „þöìîû ö„þöìÝþ ˜yçÐ ¢öìD ~„þÝ%þ 
öÝþy›yöìÝþy „%þ!‰þ xyîû xÒ þ™y¢Åöìœ þ™y“þy !”öìëû Ö„þöì˜y “þyçëûyëû 
~„þÝ%þ ö¦þöì‹ ˜yçÐ “þyîûþ™îû þ™¤yçîû&!Ýþîû ›öì•Ä !”öìëû ¢Äyu%þ£z‰þ 
îy!˜öìëû ö›yÇþ› £¤y „þöìîû ö›yÇþ› „þy›vþüÐ ö¢ ~„þ x¢y•yîû’ 
îû¢˜y!¦þKþ“þyÐ îÄyþ™yîûÝþy ~„þÝ%þ !‰þöìîyöì“þ £ëûéôôôé!‰þvþz!ëûÐ “þy£z 
ßþºyöì”îû ö‘þvþzÝþy Šé!vþüöìëû þ™vþüöì“þ ~„þÝ%þ ¢›ëû œyöì†Ð !„þlsþ ë…˜ þ™öìvþü 
ö¢Ýþy †¦þ#îûÐ “þöìî ~„þ›y!e„þÐé !î!îûëûy!˜îû ›öì“þy îý›y!e„þ ˜ëûÐ

¢öìD ~œ ~„þ @Õy¢ òxyëûîûy˜óÐ ~Ýþy ~öì„þîyöìîû£z xy›yöì”îû ö‡yœæ 
~„þÝ%þ þ™yêœyÐ ö‡yœÝþy !‹¦þ öíöì„þ ßþºy”Ýþy ›%öìŠé !”öìëû !‹¦þÝþyöì„þ 
!˜îûöìþ™Çþ „þöìîû ö”ëûÐ öšþîû „þy›vþü– öšþîû ßþºyöì”îû ö‘þvþzÐ ~£z ¦þyöìî 
‰þœöì“þ íy„þöì“þ ë%†œî¨#Ð

!œ¢y˜ xœéôéî„þîûéôôôé çëûy!Ÿ‚Ýþ˜ !vþ.!¢.

!˜£yœ !îû‹ä„äþÐ xy›yîû xyöì†îû ‰þy„þ!îûöì“þ „þyëûöìîûyîû ¢£„þ›Å#Ð îŠéîû 
16 xyöì† çëûy!Ÿ‚Ýþ˜ !vþ!¢öì“þ xy›yöì”îû ~„þÝþy öÝþÆ!˜‚öìëû ö¢ 
~öì¢!Šéœ !›Ÿîû öíöì„þÐ £zëûy œÁºyÐ œÁºyöìÝþ ›%…Ð !Ýþöì„þyöìœy ˜y„þÐ 
„¤þy• xî!• œyœöì‰þ ö„¤þy„þvþüyöì˜y ‰%þœÐ þ™îûöì’ ¢îÅ”y ÝþÆyvþz‹yîû¢ xyîû 

 xy›yöì„þ vþz_îûîöìDîû †îû&›yîûy ‹Döìœîû 
†¦þ#öìîû !˜öìëû !†öìëû ~„þ 86 îŠéöìîûîû 
vþy„þ¢y£zöìÝþ !Ÿ„þyîû#– ”)†Åy²Ì¢y” îûyëû– 25 îŠéîû 
xyöì† ö”!…öìëû !Šéöìœ˜ ç£z xMþéöìœ £y!“þîû !²Ìëû 
…y”Ä „þ#éôôôé î%öì˜y ~œyöì‰þîû !Ÿ„þvþüÐ !„þlsþ î%öì˜y 
~œy‰þ !˜öìëû ”%ó þ™yœ £y!“þöì“þ ‡y›y¢y˜ œvþüy£z 
öîöì•öìŠé– ~›˜Ýþy ö”!…!˜– Ö!˜!˜– þ™!vþüç!˜ 
„þ…˜çÐ
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ŸyÝÅþÐ ”%óxyˆ%öìœîû ›yGþ…yöì˜ ²ÌyëûŸ£z œÁºy !¢†yöìîûÝþÐ ¢y‚‡y!“þ„þ 
ŠéÝþšþöìÝþ ö›öìëûÐ ~ ö£˜ !˜£yœ ~„þîyîû îœœ– òòxyîû!î …yçëûy 
ö…öì“þ ‰þy£zöìœ xy!› !˜öìëû öëöì“þ þ™y!îûÐ ~„þÝþy ”yîû&’ öœîy!˜‹ 
öîûöìhßþyîû¤y xy›yîû ‹y˜y xyöìŠéÐóó ~…yöì˜ îöìœ îûy…y ¦þyöìœy 
çëûy!Ÿ‚Ýþ˜ !vþ!¢éôéö„þ x˜yëûyöì¢£z ”%!˜ëûyîû öîûöìhßþyîû¤y îûy‹•y˜# 
îœy ëyëûÐ !îöìŸ¡ì „þöìîû ‹‹ÅÝþyvþz˜ þ™yvþüyëû öë›˜ ¢yîûy ”%!˜ëûyîû 
öîûöìhßþyîû¤y xyöìŠé– ö“þ›˜Ýþy xyîû ö„þyíyç ö”öì…!Šé îöìœ ›öì˜ þ™öìvþü 
˜yÐ xy!› ö“þy ~„þ þ™yöìëû …yvþüyÐ „þœ„þy“þyëû “þ…˜ç þ™yvþüyëû 
þ™yvþüyëû öœîy!˜‹ x›%„þ– öœîy!˜‹ “þ›%„þ ˜yöì›îû ö”y„þy˜ †!‹öìëû 
çöìàþ!˜Ð öë ö”öìŸîû …yîyöìîûîû ˜y› òîyîy ‡˜%Ÿó– ˜y ‹y!˜ ö„þ›˜ 
£öìî ö¢ ö”öìŸîû …y˜y”y˜yæ

öŠéyöìRy ~„þ !‰þœöì“þ öîûöìhßþyîû¤yÐ ”%•éôé¢y”y vþz!”Å þ™îûy ¢yöìvþü Šéóš%þÝþ 
œÁºy çöìëûÝþyîû !îŸyœ ~„þÝþy ö†yœ xÄyœ%!›!˜ëûy› öÝþÆéôéö“þ öŠéyöìÝþy 
öŠéyöìÝþy îy!Ýþöì“þ ¢y!‹öìëû öîûöì… ö†öìœ˜ îý îû„þöì›îû …y˜yÐ “þyîû 
›yGþ…yöì˜ ~„þÝþy îöìvþüy¢öìvþüy !‰þöì˜›y!Ýþîû öîyœéôé~ ~„þÝþy £œöì”öìÝþ 
í„þíöì„þ öGþyœÐ þ™yöìŸ íy„þ „þîûy öŠéyöìÝþy öŠéyöìÝþy ¢y”y îû&!Ýþîû 
Ý%þ„þöìîûyéôôôé !þ™“þy öîÊvþÐ

!„þlsþ ›yGþ…yöì˜ çÝþy „þ#Ú òò!œ¢y˜ xœéôéî„þîûóó– ‹y˜yëû !˜£yœÐ 
ö¢Ýþy „þ#Ú vþz_îû Ööì˜ ~„þÝ%þ •yEþy …y£zéôôôé †îû&îû !‹öì¦þîû 
›y…y›y…y öGþyœÐ !îšþ Ýþy‚Ð xy›yöì”îû ö”öìŸ ~ …y”Ä!Ýþ !îîûœÐ 
xy¢öìœ xy›yöì”îû ö”öìŸ ¦þoöìœyöì„þöì”îû ›£öìœ !£¨%éôé›%¢œ›y˜éô 
é!…ÊØþy˜– îyˆy!œéôé!î£y!îûéôé›yoy!‹éôé„þyÙÂ#!îûéôé›yîûy!àþ ›y˜%¡ìöì”îû 
›öì•Ä Šéy†œéôé†îû&éôéö¦þvþüyéôéö›y¡ì £öìîû„þ îû„þöì›îû ›y‚¢£z ‰þöìœ– !„þlsþ 
~„þÝ%þ vþzF‰þ!î_ îy!vþüöì“þ ö„þy˜ç þ™Öîû£z ›yíyîû ö„þy˜ç x‚Ÿ 
¢y•yîû’“þ ö‘þyöì„þ ˜yÐ îyˆy!œöì”îû îy!vþüöì“þ ö“þy ˜ëû£zÐ „þœ„þy“þyîû 
ö„þy˜ç îöìvþüy ò!îšþóéôé~îû ö”y„þyöì˜ þ™ëû¢y !”öìœç ò‹%îy˜ó !›œöìî 
˜yÐ ö¢Ýþy !„þ˜öì“þ ö†öìœ îÊvþ !ßþTÉöìÝþîû !„þŠ%é !îöìŸ¡ì ö”y„þyöì˜  
‘¤%þ ›yîûöì“þ £öìîÐ

~ ö£˜ …y˜yëû ö›yöìÝþ£z x¦þÄhßþ ̃ £zÐ „þyöì‹£z !„þlsþ !„þlsþ „þîû!Šéœy›Ð 
!˜£yœ ö¢Ýþy œÇþÄ „þöìîû£z öë˜ ~„þ £y“þy “%þöìœ !˜öì‹ “þy!îûöìëû 
“þy!îûöìëû ö…öì“þ ö…öì“þ xy›yëû îœœ– òòey£z £z“þÐ çëûy¨yîûš%þœÐóó 
„þyöì‹£z ‹ëû ›y îöìœ £y“þ îyvþüyœ%›Ð “þyîû þ™îû öë !˜œÅIþ™˜y 
„þöìîû!Šéœ%›– “þyöì“þ xyîûç ”%óöì²ÕÝþ òò!œ¢y˜ xœéôéî„þîûóó xvÅþyîû 
„þîûöì“þ £öìëû!Šéœ !˜£yœöì„þÐ !‰þîyöì˜yîû ²Ìöìëûy‹˜ xyöìŠé– “þöìî 
¢y›y˜Ä£zÐ xyîû ›%öì… †öìœ öëöì“þ öëöì“þ ›%öì…îû ²Ìöì“þÄ„þÝþy 
ßþºy”éôé›%„%þœ Šé¤%öìëû Šé¤%öìëû ~„þ x!˜îÅ‰þ˜#ëû x˜%¦)þ!“þ ö…œy „þöìîû ö†œÐ 
„þœ„þy“þyîû öî!rÝþ‚ !ßþTÉöìÝþîû öîûöìhßþyîû¤y òxÄyÁºyîûóéôé~ òöîÊ˜ ›¢yœyó 
S›yöì˜ Šéy†öìœîû ›!hßþöìÜñîû †y‘þü öGþyœV îöìœ ~„þÝþy …y˜y ö›öìœÐ 

ò!œ¢y˜ xœéôéî„þîûó xyßþºy”öì˜îû x!¦þKþ“þy !„þŠ%éÝþy “þyîû „þyŠéy„þy!Šé 
îöìœ xy›yîû ›öì˜ £öìëû!ŠéœÐ !„þlsþ “þyîû öë öšÏþ¦þyîûé–é öë †õþé–é 
ö¢Ýþy xöì˜„þ ²Ì†y‘þü– !îšþéôé~îû ›öì“þy£zÐ ö¢Ýþyöì„þ îœy ëyëû ›)œ 
†õþéôôôé Base flavourÐ “þyîû ¢öìD !›öìœöìŠé ¦þy‹y öþ™¤ëûyöì‹îû 
†õþ– £yÍñy ”yîû&!‰þ!˜îû †õþ xyîû ¢î öíöì„þ îöìvþüy „þíy ‹yšþîûyöì˜îû 
xyØþëÅ ¢%îy¢Ð öŠéyöìÝþy öŠéyöìÝþy Ý%þ„þöìîûy !‹öì¦þîû ¢öìD !›öìŸ 
xyöìŠé ~öì„þîyöìîû ›y…öì˜îû ›öì“þy ˜îû› îöìvþüy îöìvþüy öþ™¤ëûyöì‹îû 
Ý%þ„þöìîûyÐ ›‹y £œ– þ™%öìîûy …y”ÄÝþy£z !„þlsþ ›%öì… !”öìœ£z ›y…˜ îy 
xy£z¢!e«öì›îû ›öì“þy †öìœ ëyöìFŠé ˜y– !„þŠ%éÝþy !‰þîyöì“þ £öìFŠéÐ „þyîû’ 
öŠéyœyÐ Šéyœ Šéyvþüyöì˜y „þyî%!œ öŠéyœyÐ ßþºyöì”îû !”„þ öíöì„þ îœöì“þ 
ö†öìœ– ¢y•yîû’ ¦þyöìî ö†yœ ›!îûöì‰þîû £yÍñy Gþyœ ö”çëûy ö˜y˜“þy 
ßþºyöì”îû ›öì•Ä öš¤þyÝþy öš¤þyÝþy !›!ÜTéôôôé !„þŸ!›ŸÐ ßþºyöì”îû xyîû †öìõþîû 
~›˜ xyØþëÅ œ%öì„þy‰%þ!îûîû x!¦þKþ“þy xyîû …%î „þ› …y˜y ›%öì… 
!”öìëû£z xy›yîû £öìëûöìŠéÐ

!¢”œ í%!vþü !£”œéôôôé xy†îû“þœy

xy!› xyîû ~›˜ ~„þ!Ýþç …y˜yîû „þíy ‹y!˜ ˜y ëyîû „þíy vþzàþöìœ£z 
~›˜„þ# ö‡yîû ë%!_«îy”# •›Å!˜îûöìþ™Çþ ›y˜%¡ìîûyç þ™öìÇþéôé!îþ™öìÇþ 
¦þy† £öìëû îû&!‰þîû “þöìœyëûyîû £yöì“þ ~öì„þ xþ™öìîûîû ¢öìD ¦þëûy˜„þ 
x!¢ë%öìkþ ö˜öì› þ™vþüöìî˜Ð

¢Á±!“þ ~„þ!Ýþ î£z xy!îÜñyîû „þöìîû xy!› öîŸ vþzöì_!‹“þéôôôé 
A Voyage to Suratt, In the Year 1689Ð öœ…„þéôôôé  
J. OvingtonÐ ‹˜ ç!¦þ‚Ýþ˜Ð xy‹ öíöì„þ 327 îŠéîû xyöì†– 
öë !”˜ x!¦þöì¡ì„þ £œ ¢ÁËyÝþ “,þ“þ#ëû vþz£z!œëûy› xyîû ›£yîûy!˜ 
ö›!îûéôéîû– !àþ„þ ö¢£z !”˜!Ýþöì“þ£z– £z‚œÄyöìuþîû vþîûöì¢Ýþ ~î‚ 
!›vþœöì¢: ‹!›”y!îûîû öîöìœÍÔy ‹!›”yîûéôé¢”Åyîû– í%!vþü– Earl, 
‰þyœÅ¢ ¢Äy„þ!¦þöìœîû îy!vþüîû þ™y”!îû ‹˜ ¢yöì£î ‹y£yöì‹ ‰þöìvþü 
ö”Ÿ Šéyvþüöìœ˜ „þyœyþ™y!˜ þ™yîû „þöìîû =‹îûyÝþ þ™y!vþü !”öì“þÐ !„þlsþ 
Ö•% “þyîû£z xyØþëÅ î’Å˜y ˜ëû ~£z î£zÐ î£z!Ýþîû ²Ìí› þ™y“þy …¤%!Ýþöìëû  
ö”…öìœ£z öîyGþy ëyöìî xyîûç „þ# ¢î ›!’éôé›%öì_«y îûöìëûöìŠé ~ î£zöìëûîû 
þ™y“þyëû þ™y“þyëûÐ ¢yöìvþü !“þ˜öìŸy îŠéîû xyöì†îû þ™“Å%þ†yöìœîû ›yöì”£zîûy 
m#þ™– xy!šÊþ„þyîû vþzþ™„)þœ– =‹îûyÝþ– îöìÁº– xyîûîÄ ”%!˜ëûyîû ›yßþñyÝþ 
Ÿ£öìîû ~„þ £z‚öìîû‹ þ™y”!îûîû ˜y˜y x!¦þKþ“þyîû “þyIî „þy!£˜# 
þ™vþüöì“þ þ™vþüöì“þ ‰þ›öì„þ vþzàþœy› ~öìEþîyöìîû öŸöì¡ìîû !”öì„þéôôôé 569 
˜Áºîû þ™y“þyëû Öîû& £çëûy x•Äyëû!Ýþöì“þ ~öì¢éôôôé Inhabitants of 
ArracanÐ ‰þ›öì„þ vþzàþœy› „þyîû’– “þyîû !àþ„þ þ™öìîûîû þ™y“þyöì“þ£z 
îûöìëûöìŠé xyîûy„þy˜îy¢#öì”îû …y˜y”y˜y ²Ì¢öìD ~£z î’Å˜yéôôôé “Fish 
they never eat, but when putrid and Corrupted, 
affirming them then to have the sweeted Relish. 
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Of these also they make a kind of Mustard, 
which they call Sidol... No man can pass the 
places, where ‘tis perpar’d without stopping 
his Nose”Ð Sîy˜y˜ xþ™!îûî!“Åþ“þV

!¢”œæ ëyöì„þ …y¢ !¢öìœ!Ýþîûy îœöìî˜éôôôé !£”œæ ö¢£z !‹öì¦þéôé‹œ 
˜yöì„þéôé‹œ xy=˜ •yîûyöìœy ßþºyöì”îû ”yþ™%öìÝþ …y˜y– ëyîû £yšþ îy!Ýþ 
!”öìëû xy!› x˜yëûyöì¢ ¢yîöìvþü !”öì“þ þ™y!îû ö”vþü íyœy ¦þy“þÐ ¢yöìvþü 
!“þ˜öìŸy îŠéîû xyöì† ~„þ £z‚öìîû‹ þ™y”!îûîû ö”çëûy ~ …y˜yîû î’Å˜yîû 
¢öìD xy‹öì„þîû xy› þ™!Øþ›îDîy¢#îû ö¢ …y˜y ¢Á™öì„Åþ •yîû’y 
„þ# xyØþëÅ !›œæ ‹˜ ¢yöì£öìîîû ¦þy¡ìyëûéôôôé ò›yŠé ö“þy ~›!˜ …yëû 
˜y çîûyÐ ”%†Åõþ›ëû– þ™‰þy £öìœ “þöìî£z £öìëû çöìàþ “þy!îûöìëû “þy!îûöìëû 
…yîyîû îlßþÐ “þy !”öìëû îy˜yëû ~„þ îû„þöì›îû „þy¢%!¨– çîûy ëyöì„þ 
îöìœéôôôé !¢”œÐ...ó

›%‡œ ¢ÁËyÝþ xçîûDöì‹öìîîû xy›öìœ ~„þ ¢yöì£öìîîû ²Ìy‰þÄ ö”öìŸîû 
î’Å˜yëû öë ~£z ¢yöìvþü !“þ˜öìŸy îŠéîû þ™yîû „þöìîûç vþz_îûîöìDîû 
îûy‹î‚Ÿ# ‹˜öì†yÛþ#îû ›y˜%¡ì– vþz_îûþ™)îÅ ¦þyîûöì“þîû öœy„þ‹˜ 
xyîû xy‹öì„þîû îy‚œyöì”Ÿ ~î‚ ›yëûy˜›yöìîûîû !îŸyœ xMþéöìœîû 
îy!¢¨yöì”îû ›öì•Ä x!“þ ‹˜!²Ìëû ò!¢”œó ˜y›„þ …y˜yîû ~›˜ î’Å˜y 
!›œöìî “þy „þÒ˜yç „þ!îû!˜Ð „þ# ö¢£z …y˜yÚ xy”öì“þ Ö¤Ýþ!„þ ›yŠéÐ 
ëyîû ˜y› öŸy˜y ›ye þ™!Øþ›îöìDîû 90 Ÿ“þy‚Ÿ îyˆy!œîû ˜y„þ 
öë !˜öì‹îû x‹yöìhsþ£z ”%†Åöìõþîû „þÒ˜yëû „%¤þ‰þöì„þ ëyëû– …yçëûy ö“þy  
”)öìîûîû „þíyÐ xyîû ö¢£z ”öìœ !Šéœy› xy!›çéôôôé ~£z îŠéîû „%þ!vþü 
xyöì† xî!•Ð

“þyîûþ™îû ~„þ!”˜ £y!‹îû £œy› !eþ™%îûyîû îûy‹•y˜# xy†îû“þœyÐ 
î”öìœ ö†œ ¢î !„þŠ%éÐ xyîû ö¢ î”öìœîû ›%…Ä ¦)þ!›„þyëû !Šéöìœ˜ 
ò!eþ™%îûy ”þ™Å’ó ÷”!˜öì„þîû ¢Á™y”„þ ¢›#îû’ îûyëûÐ öîûy†y !Šéþ™!Šéöìþ™ 
ö‰þ£yîûyÐ ¢yîûyÇþ’ ›%öì… ~„þÝþy £y!¢ öœöì†£z xyöìŠéÐ „%þ‰þ„%þöì‰þ 

„þyöìœyÐ þ™y“þœy ‰%þœÐ ¢îû& ö†¤yšþÐ îëû¢ öîyGþy x¢½þîÐ ~öìEþîyöìîû 
„þyÛþ îyˆyœÐ !”œéôé”!îûëûy ›y˜%¡ìÐ ~£z ¢›#îû’”y£z ~„þ!”˜ îœöìœ˜– 
òòÖ˜– xy£zz ¢õþÄyëû ö£yöìÝþöìœîû …yîyîû xšäþ „þ£zîûy ”yçÐ îûyöì“þîû 
…yîyîû xy›îûy£z “%þ›yöìîû …yçëûy£zî– ö£yöìÝþöìœ£zÐ î%zœyÐóó òxy›îûyó 
£öìœ˜ ¢›#îû’”y– !eþ™%îûy ¢îû„þyöìîûîû “þíÄ ç ¢‚ßþ,ñ!“þ !î¦þyöì†îû 
x!•„þ“Åþy ßþºþ™˜”y– xyîû !eþ™%îûy þ™%!œöìŸîû £z˜öìßþ™Qîû ö‹˜yöìîûœ 
x!›“þy¦þ ”yÐ xy†îû“þœyëû ö†öìœ£z ~£z !Šéœ xy›yîû xyUþyîû 
ö„þyîû @ùÌ&þ™Ð vþz_› ²ÌhßþyîÐ ßþ™ÜT ›öì˜ xyöìŠé öþ™ÍÔyëû ¢y£zöì‹îû 
ö‹yvþüy £z!œŸ £y!‹îû „þöìîû x!›“þy¦þ”y ö£yöìÝþöìœîû ›Äyöì˜‹yîûöì„þ 
ý„%þ› „þöìîû !Šéöìœ˜– ò~„þÝþyîû ¦þy‹y £öìî– xyîû ~„þÝþyîû ¢îûöì¡ì 
îyÝþy !”öìëû öGþyœóÐ xyîû “þyîû ¢öìD ¢›#îû’”y !˜öìëû ~öìœ˜ ²Ì›y’ 
¢y£zöì‹îû ~„þ!Ýþ îy!Ýþöì“þ ›y…yéôé›y…y ~„þ!Ýþ îû_«î’Å îlßþÐ öîyGþyîû 
ö‰þÜTy „þîû!Šé …y”Ä!Ýþ „þ#Ð öîy›yÝþy þ™vþüœ “þ…˜£zéôôôé òò“%þ›yîû ~„þÝ%þ 
zhyœ …yçöì˜ ²Ìîöìœ› ˜y£z ö“þyÚ Ö¤„þ!Ýþ ›y£zŠé ~„þÝ%þ zhyœ ˜y 
x£zöìœ zöì› ˜yÐ …y£zëûy ”Äy£– !¢”œÐ zyöì˜y ö“þyÚ ›y!Ýþîû £¤y!vþüöì“þ 
¦þ£zîûy ›y!Ýþîû “þœyëû îûy£zEþy šþyöì›ÅrÝþ „þîû˜ œyöì†Ð ¦þyöìœy !¢”öìœîû 
“%þœ˜y ˜y£zÐóó

„þy› ¢yîûöìŠéæ ~öì„þ ö“þy xy!› î¤y„þöìvþüyîû îy¨yÐ “þyîû çþ™îû !î¨% 
›ye Gþyœ ›%öì… þ™vþüöìœ£z xÄy£z¢y˜ ö£¤‰þ!„þ vþzàþöì“þ íyöì„þ öë ̃ yöì„þîû 
‹öìœ ö‰þyöì…îû ‹öìœ ~„þy„þyîûÐ !„þlsþ ö¢ ¢öìîîû öíöì„þ îöìvþüy „þíy 
¢öìhsþy¡ìþ™%öìîû íy„þyîû ¢›ëû þ™yöìŸîû šÏþÄyÝþ öíöì„þ ›yöìGþ›yöìGþ ö¦þöì¢ 
xy¢y þ™yvþüy ›y“þyöì˜y †õþ Ö¤Ýþ!„þ ›yöìŠéîû !î¡ìöìëû xy›yîû ›öì˜ öë •yîû’y 
ö†¤öìí !”öìëû!Šéœ “þyîû ¢öìD ç£z ‹˜ ¢yöì£öìîîû î’Å˜yîû x!î„þœ !›œæ  
…yçëûy ”yçëûyëû ~›!˜öì“þ xy!› öîŸ ¢y£¢#Ð !„þlsþ ~£z ~„þ!Ýþ  
…y˜yîû öÇþöìe ¢#›y œA‡öì˜îû ¢y£¢ öë „þ…˜ç £öìî ˜y “þy 
!˜öìëû xy›yîû ›öì˜ ö„þy˜ç ¢öì¨£ !Šéœ ˜yÐ ¢›#îû’”yîû „þíy 
Ööì˜£z þ™yöìŸîû šÏþÄyÝþ öíöì„þ ö¦þöì¢ xy¢y ö¢£z †öìõþîû ö‘þvþz !˜‡Åyê 
xy›yîû ›%öì…îû çþ™îû !”öìëû îöìëû !†öìëû!Šéœ– „þyîû’ ¢öìD ¢öìD !“þ!˜ 
öëy† „þöìîû !”öìœ˜– òòxyöì† „þ…˜ç …yç ˜y£z î%!zhÚ z%îû „þ£zîûy  
…yçöì˜îû ²Ìöìëûyz˜ ˜y£zÐ ~„þÝ%þ ‰þy£z…ä…y ”Äy£Ð ¦þyöìœy ˜y œy£z†öìœ 
…y£zöì“þ x£zî ˜yÐóó

„þ# œIyîû „þíyÐ “þyvþüy“þy!vþü vþy£y !›öìíÄ îöìœ þ™!îû!ßþi!“þîû ¢y›yœ 
!”£z– òòxyöìîû ˜yéôé˜yÐ xy›yîû ö“þy xöì˜„þ !”˜ •öìîû£z …yçëûyîû …%î 
Ÿ…Ð !„þlsþ xy¢öìœ xy›yîû îy!vþüöì“þ ö„þvþz îû¤y•öì“þ£z þ™yöìîû ˜yÐóó 
þ™öìîû ö‹öì˜ !Šéœy› ö¢ îûy§¬y £öì“þ þ™yöìîû ˜y˜y !„þ!¢öì›îûÐ öë›˜ 
‰þyœ„%þ›öìvþüy þ™y“þyëû !¢”öìœîû îvþüyÐ öë›˜ …y!¢öì”îû Ý%þ‚Ýþyþ™Ð

¦þyöìœy „þíy– ¢î !¢”œ£z ~„þ îû„þöì›îû Ö¤„þ!Ýþ ›yŠé îöìÝþ– !„þlsþ 
Ö¤Ýþ!„þ£z !¢”œ ˜ëûÐ öë›˜Ýþy îöìœ!Šéöìœ˜ ¢›#îû’”yéôôôé ›yŠé x¤yŸ 

xy¢öìœ xy›yöì”îû ö”öìŸ ¦þoöìœyöì„þöì”îû 
›£öìœ !£¨%éôé›%¢œ›y˜éôé!…ÊØþy˜– îyˆy!œéôé!î£y
!îûéôé›yoy!‹éôé„þyÙÂ#!îûéôé ›yîûy!àþ ›y˜%¡ìöì”îû ›öì•Ä 
Šéy†œéôé†îû&éôéö¦þvþüyéôéö›y¡ì £öìîû„þ îû„þöì›îû ›y‚¢£z 
‰þöìœ– !„þlsþ ~„þÝ%þ vþzF‰þ!î_ îy!vþüöì“þ ö„þy˜ç 
þ™Öîû£z ›yíyîû ö„þy˜ç x‚Ÿ ¢y•yîû’“þ ö‘þyöì„þ 
˜yÐ îyˆy!œöì”îû îy!vþüöì“þ ö“þy ˜ëû£zÐ
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Šéy!vþüöìëû– !þ™_éôé!Ýþ_ îyîû „þöìîû þ™!îûßþñyîû „þöìîû £®y …yöì˜„þ „þvþüy 
öîûyöì” Ö!„þöìëû ÷“þ!îû £ëû Ö¤Ýþ!„þ ›yŠéÐ S“þyîû ¦þ“Åþyç x¢y•yîû’  
ö…öì“þÐV ~îû þ™îû ö¢£z Ö¤Ýþ!„þ ›yöìŠéîû !þ™öìàþîû îöìvþüy „¤þyÝþyÝþy 
þ™¤y‹öìîûîû „¤þyÝþy Ök%þ öîîû „þöìîû– “þyöì„þ ¦þyöìœy „þöìîû ‹öìœ !¦þ!‹öìëû 
îyvþü!“þ ‹œ îyîû „þöìîû !”öìëû– xyFŠéy „þöìîû ¢îûöì¡ìîû ö“þœ ›y!…öìëû 
£¤y!vþüîû ›öì•Ä !”˜ !“þöì˜„þ öîûöì… !”öì“þ £öìîÐ ö¢£z ö“þœ ›y…yöì˜y 
›yŠé £¤y!vþü öíöì„þ îyîû „þöìîû– ›y”%öìîû Šé!vþüöìëû £yÍñy œyœ œBþyîû Sç¤îûy 
îœöìî˜ œyœ ›!îû‰þV =¤öìvþüy ›y!…öìëû öšþîû öîûyöì” Ööì„þyöì“þ !”öì“þ 
£öìîÐ £z“þÄî¢öìîû ~„þ!Ýþ ›y!Ýþîû £¤y!vþü !¦þ“þöìîû îy£zöìîû ¢îûöì¡ìîû ö“þœ  
›y!…öìëû x¤yöì‰þ †îû› „þîûöì“þ £öìî “þöì“þyîyîû ë“þÇþ’ £¤y!vþüîû ›y!Ýþ 
xyîû ö“þœ Ýþy˜öì“þ ˜y þ™yöìîûÐ ~îyîû ö¢£z öšþîû Ö„þyöì˜y ›yŠé 
¢îûöì¡ìîû ö“þœ !”öìëû ‰þÝþöì„þ ö›öì… !˜öìëû ö¢£z ö“þœy £¤y!vþüîû ›öì•Ä 
öîûöì…– ›y!Ýþîû ¢îûy !”öìëû “þyîû ›%… Ýþy£zÝþ „þöìîû !¢œä „þöìîû !”öìëû 
ö„þy˜ç àþy[þy xõþ„þyîû ‹yëû†yëû ›y!Ýþîû ˜#öì‰þ “þyöì„þ þ™¤%öì“þ !”öì“þ 
£öìîÐ ›y¢ !“þöì˜„þ öŠé¤yëûyç ‰þœöìî ˜yÐ “þyîû þ™îû ëy öîöìîûyöìî “þyîû 
˜y› !¢”œÐ

„þyöì‹£z ‹˜ ¢yöì£î ç “þyîû xy•%!˜„þ îyDy!œ ‡!Ýþ ¢‚ßþñîûöì’îûy– 
!¢”œöì„þ xyîû ö„þy˜ç !”˜ öîy„þyîû ›öì“þy ‘putrid corrupt’ 
éôôôé ö¢y‹y îy‚œyëû òþ™‰þyó îöìœ ¦%þœ „þîûöìî˜ ˜y !²Õ‹Ð ~„þöìŸy 
Ÿ“þy‚Ÿ þ™!îûFŠé§¬ ~£z …y˜yÐ

¢›#îû’”yîû „þœÄyöì’ ö¢ !”˜ ö…öìëû!Šéœy› þ™¤%!Ýþ !¢”öìœîû ‰þyÝþ!˜Ð ö¢ 
x!¦þKþ“þy Ÿöì· î’Å˜y „þîûy „þ!àþ˜Ð GþÝþ„þy œy†y îœöì“þ „þ# öîyGþyëû 
“þy öë›˜ !î”%Äöì“þîû Ÿ„äþ ö…öìëû öîyGþy öëöì“þ þ™yöìîû ö“þ›!˜ öîyGþy 
öëöì“þ þ™yöìîû !¢”œ ‰þyÝþ!˜ ö…öìëûçÐ xhsþ“þ– x˜¦þÄhßþ îû¢˜yëûÐ 
!¦þ!¦þxy£z!þ™éôéö”îû ‰þœyîû þ™í öë›˜ þ™%!œöìŸîû ”œ !˜”Åëû ¦þyöìî 
xy› þ™yî!œöì„þîû !¦þvþü ¢!îûöìëû ¢yšþ „þöìîû– !àþ„þ ö¢£z ¦þyöìî£z ~„þÝþy 
Gþyöìœîû !Gþ!œ„þ ¢yîûy ›%öì…îû x˜Ä ¢î xyöì† öœöì† íy„þy ßþºy” 
¢!îûöìëû ¢yšþ „þöìîû !”œÐ “þyîûþ™öìîû •#öìîû •#öìîû ~œ x˜Ä ßþºy”=öìœy 
²Ìyëû ~„þ ¢öìDéôôôé !¦þ!¦þxy£z!þ™éôéîûy öë›˜ ‰þÄyœyéôé‰þy›%[þy !˜öìëû 
‰þœy öšþîûy „þöìîû˜Ð ›•Ä›!’ £œ ~„þÝþy ²Ì†y‘þü ö›öìŠéy ßþºy” ¢öìD 
‰þÝþþ™Ýþy ö˜y˜“þy ßþºy”– ~„þÝþy Ýþ„þ¢y ßþºy” xyîû !àþ„þ ßþºy” îœî ˜y 
öþ™¤ëûy‹éôéxy”yéôéîû¢%˜ ö›œyöì˜y ~„þÝþy „þvþüy †õþÐ çƒæ vþzþ™yöì”ëûæ
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Three years ago, we travelled almost 1,000 
km along the Alaska Highway as part of a 
3000 km jaunt in remote British Columbia 

and discovered some of this forgotten history 
for ourselves. Alaska Highway or ALCAN 
has been called the ‘Magical Highway’ and it 
opens up the land route to Alaska and travels 
through prime wildlife areas and First Nation 
(as ‘Canadian Red Indians’ are now called) 
Reserves but a route attempted only by the 
brave and the foolhardy. We did get a glimpse 
of some tough areas and some of the amazing 
wildlife. However, this is not an account of 
our travels but a reminder of history almost 
forgotten now.

It is, of course, known that the US purchased 
the Alaska territory from Russia in 1867 for $ 7.2 
million. Grand Duke Konstantin, the younger 
brother of the Tsar was pressing for this and he 
won the support of the Foreign Minister and the 
Tsar, not only because the Russians were cash-
strapped but also because they wanted to keep 
the British Empire at bay. The Americans were 
also rebuilding after the ravages of the Civil War 
but the deal was concluded by the Secretary of 
State William H. Seward after negotiations. On 
October 18, 1867 the Russian flag went down 
and American flags unfurled in a ceremony at 
Sitka. This proved quite unpopular in America 
and the agreement dubbed ‘Seward’s Folly’, 
even though the price came to only 2 cents per 
acre of land. The gold strike in Klondike in 

The Magical Alaska Highway and an Almost 
forgotten Bit of History

PRASADRANJAN RAY

1897 and subsequent discovery of oil and gas 
fields completely changed the economics but 
this huge territory, underpopulated and more 
than double the size of Texas, continued to be 
viewed as a burden on the rest of the United 
States.

Alaska remained completely cut off from the 
rest of continental US, accessible only by sea 
through its southern ports. Proposals were 
mooted for road connectivity but the Canadian 
government wanted all the resources to come 
from the US. The Great Depression intervened 
and the project did not take off, though several 
road alignments were discussed. In 1935, US 
General Billy Mitchell stated to the US Congress: 
“I believe that, in the future, whoever holds 
Alaska will hold the world. I think it is the most 
important strategic place in the world”. In 1936, 
President Roosevelt visited Canada and, after 
discussions with the Canadian Prime Minister 
WLM King, announced support for the road 
project, which had economic and security 
benefits. The project was then estimated to 
cost $30 million. Even with an ‘in principle 
approval’, nothing happened on the ground 
for five long years. The Americans were jolted 
out of  their inactivity by the attack on Pearl 
Harbour (December 7, 1941) which catapulted 
the US into the war, opened up the Pacific 
Theatre of War and made Alaska vulnerable to 
attacks from Japan, particularly their naval and 
air bases in the Kuril islands.
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This realization made the authorities move 
really fast. On February 6, 1942 the US Army 
announced the approval of the construction 
project and, five days later, it received 
authorization from the US Senate and FDR 
to go ahead. Canada allowed construction 
of the road on Canadian soil on condition 
that the US bore the entire cost and the road 
with all facilities be handed over to Canadian 
authorities after the War. Ultimately, the 
Canadian government provided right of way, 
free timber and gravel, immigration facilities, 
customs duty waiver, scouting and limited 
manpower. The official start of construction 
took place on March 8, 1942 after moving 
men and materials to the site. Constructing a 
highway over 1500 miles of almost uncharted 
and extremely difficult landscape through 
prairies, tundra, permafrost, mountain ranges 
and rivers was then considered ‘the biggest and 
hardest job since the Panama Canal’. Further, 
there was no unanimity about which of the four 
route options A, B, C or D was to be followed 
and each had its advantages and drawbacks. In 
the end, a fifth route option was adopted which 
combined some of the best features of Routes 
A, B and C but had one major disadvantage – 
“no one had had the opportunity to study it 
and, without time for a comprehensive survey, 
engineers and surveyors would have to work 
out many of the road’s details once the project 
was actually under way”.

This gigantic task was entrusted to Colonel 
(later Brigadier General) Wlliam M Hoge, a 

gruff but capable West Pointer from Missouri. 
Within 48 hours, the Army Engineering Corps 
reached a preliminary solution which called for 
the deployment of four Engineer construction 
regiments to begin gouging out a new trail – 
two of these regiments (the 35th and the 341st) to 
start at different points of the southern Dawson 
Creek end and work their way north-west and 
the other two ( the 18th and the 340th) to begin at 
Whitehorse, Yukon near the middle of the route 
and begin road cutting both south towards 
Dawson Creek and northwest to Alaska. This 
was called the ‘pioneer trail’. In addition, 
civilian contractors under the US Public Roads 
Authority (PRA) would work south-east from 
Alaska towards the Canadian border and, later, 
after the ‘pioneer trail’ was finished, upgrade 
this into a two-lane gravel highway, complete 
with bridges. American troops and civilian 
workers started pouring into this almost 
deserted region which had more caribou and 
moose than humans and they arrived with 
an armada of heavy equipment – 174 steam 
shovels, 374 blade graders, 904 tractors, 
more than 5000 trucks, as well as bulldozers, 
snowploughs, cranes and generators. They set 
a gruelling pace but obstacles were formidable 
– men worked 18 hours a day, often short 
of rations and certainly short of sleep, with 
wrecked vehicles piled up on both sides of 
the road. A Canadian Army Observer noted 
“Those US troops – I felt sorry for them to 
begin with – then were amazed at what they 
did. If you weren’t there, you just couldn’t 
understand it. I saw fellows so tired, they were 
ready to drop in their tracks. It was rush-rush-
rush. Fellows were doing 18 to 20 hours a day 
on bulldozers. One was up to his neck in ice 
water repairing timbers in subzero weather. 
God, I admired them. Most were southerners 
– they’d never experienced cold like that”. But 
warmer weather only brought new hardships 
– rivers flooded, truck wheels were trapped 
in dense, grasping mud, equipment became 
caught in forest fires and Alaskan mosquitoes 
proved far more troublesome than Japanese 

Alaska Highway or ALCAN 
has been called the ‘Magical 
Highway’ and it opens up the 
land route to Alaska and travels 
through prime wildlife areas and 
First Nation Reserves but a route 
attempted only by the brave 
and the foolhardy.
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Zeros. In spite of covering up to 13 km a day, 
Hoge realised that they needed reinforcements 
and needed them fast.  With the war in the 
Pacific Theatre going against the Americans, 
most regular army engineers were dispatched 
there. Ultimately, the War Department had to 
solve the problem by sending black units to 
Hoge’s aid, though Secretary of War Stimson 
had refused this earlier.  Now, he was forced 
to reverse his decision and send three black 
Engineer regiments – the 93rd, 95th and 97th _ to 
the project. This set the US Army on the route 
to desegregation, another novelty. This decision 
raised the men under Hoge’s command to 10, 
607. In addition, 6000 contractor employees 
(including Canadian workers) and PRA 
staff worked on the project raising the total 
workforce to nearly 16,000.This was the largest 
single project ever handled by PRA.

Work was proceeding apace when other 
events overtook them. In June, 1942 the 
Japanese Navy and Air force launched an 
assault on the Aleutian Islands (part of Alaska 
administratively) to be used as a springboard for 
an attack on Alaska and Canada. The Aleutian 
Campaign opened up the American Theatre 
of War but is known as the ‘Forgotten Battle’ 
because it was completely overshadowed by 
the simultaneous Guadalcanal Campaign and 
the Battle of Midway. Certainly in India, this 
was totally unknown. By June, 1942, the US 
military strength in Alaska stood at 45,000 men, 
with about 13,000 men at Fort Randall at the tip 
of the Alaskan peninsula and the two bases in 
the Aleutians at Dutch Harbour on Unalaska 
Island and the newly built Fort Glenn on Umnak 
Island. The Naval Commander Rear Admiral 
Theobald had five cruisers, thirteen destroyers, 
three tankers, six submarines and some naval 
aviation units under his command; while the 
Army Air Force had 10 B-17 Flying Fortress 
heavy bombers and 34 B-18 Bolo medium 
bombers at Elemendorf Airfield at Anchorage 
and 95 P-40 Warhawk fighters divided between 
the bases at Fort Randall and Fort Glenn. 

Vice Admiral Hosogaya was in charge of the 
Japanese fleet with two aircraft carriers, five 
cruisers, twelve destroyers, six submarines 
and four troop transports. His instructions 
were to launch an air attack to cripple Dutch 
Harbour, which they thought was a ‘sitting 
duck’ and to launch an amphibious attack 
on the island of Adak, 770 km west of Dutch 
Harbour. On June 3, the Japanese attacked 
Dutch Harbour but bad weather, intense anti-
aircraft fire and air defence caused them to 
return to their bases. They returned the next 
day to cause considerable damage to Dutch 
Harbour. However, the plan to invade Adak 
had to be cancelled because of the foul weather 
conditions. But immediately thereafter, the 
Japanese invaded the islands of Kiska (June 6) 
and Attu (June 7) which were on the extreme 
west of the Aleutians. Kiska had a US Navy 
weather station with a dozen personnel and 
this was immediately taken over after brief 
skirmishes. Attu had a population of two white 
civilians and 45 Aleuts. The Japanese takeover 
was complete with 3 Americans killed and the 
rest of the prisoners transported to camps in 
Japan. The Japanese took control of the islands 
and settled in, building fortifications and an 
airbase. This was the first time that US land had 
come under enemy occupation since the War of 
1812 and American reactions were strong.  On 
5 July, the US submarine USS Growler attacked 
three Japanese destroyers anchored off Kiska 
Island, sinking one and seriously damaging the 
other two. By August, the US Army established 
an airbase in Adak Island and started bombing 
Japanese positions in Kiska. US Navy 
submarines and surface ships began patrolling 
the area and there were several encounters near 
Kiska Harbour. Several Japanese warships, 
transport ships and submarines were damaged 
or sunk in these waters. On March 27, 1943 came 
the Battle of the Komandorski Islands where 
the heavy cruiser USS Salt Lake City, assisted 
by a light cruiser and destroyers engaged 
a superior Japanese force but managed to 
escape after inflicting severe damages. Though 
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tactically inconclusive, this was hailed as a 
strategic US victory. On May 11, US invasion 
forces landed in Attu but the Japanese had dug 
themselves in and there was serious fighting, 
resulting in many casualties. Ultimately, the 
Japanese launched a fierce counter-assault 
and almost died to a man in battle, yielding 
only 28 prisoners. The Americans retook Attu 
on May 30 and planned Operation Cottage to 
retake Kiska. A huge assault force of 34,426 
landed on Kiska on August 15, only to find 
the island totally abandoned by the Japanese. 
Thus the Aleutian Islands campaign ended 
after a little more than a year with nearly 6000 
deaths and many aircrafts and Naval vessels 
damaged or destroyed. This was a joint US- 
Canadian operation with a Canadian Division 
participating and a key role was performed 
by Alaskan scouts called Castner’s Cutthroats, 
who were involved in the construction of the 
Alaska Highway also.
All these events close at hand obviously made 
an impact on the men working on the Alaska 
Highway. The engineers had to devise their 
own solutions for tackling dense spruce forests, 
muskegs (boggy patches) and permafrost 
(permanently frozen ground). They started 
a ‘train system’ of construction with all units 
moving forward simultaneously – heavy 
bulldozers in front, knocking down or uprooting 
trees, followed by other dozers pushing debris 
to the sides, and then work parties patching up 

the soft spots, creating bridges and culverts and 
eventually giving consistent shape and borders 
to the emerging roadway. As the ‘Summer 
of Forty Two’ ended, Hoge’s reports to his 
superiors grew more and more optimistic. 
Documentary maker Lorne Greene observed: 
“They worked as they had never worked 
before. The days bring no recreation, nothing 
but work and food and sleep and the endless 
forest….But always the men move on, making 
time, fighting to finish the road, the vital avenue 
of supply and defence for ultimate attacks from 
across the Pacific.” The viewpoint of the men 
was somewhat different: “The Alaska Highway 
winding in and winding out, fills my mind 
with serious doubt as to whether the lout that 
planned this route was going to hell or coming 
out.”  To the few frontiersmen and traders who 
lived in this region, the effect of the highway 
was nothing short of magical: “We were taking 
goods into the north by horse and dog sleighs 
the way our fathers and grandfathers had 
done…..When we met a great fleet of trucks, as 
far as the eye could see, time went ahead more 
in a few minutes than it had in a whole lifetime. 
Like the snap of your fingers, we changed from 
the old to the new.” The residents of this region 
had never seen black men before and some 
came forward to check whether the colour ran 
off when rubbed. It is interesting to note that 
some of the black men actually settled down 
here, marrying local women.

However, in August 1942, General Somervell, 
the chief logistician of the US Army made 
an inspection and concluded that the work 
was going on too slowly and the troops were 
ill prepared for the winter. The next month, 
Hoge was replaced by Brigadier General James 
O’Connor, a move that Hoge assigned publicly 
to personal rancour. The work, however, was 
near completion and, on September 24, an 
advance crew of the 340th Engineers finally met 
the 35th Engineers at Mile 588 on a tributary 
of the Liard River, thereafter called Contact 
Creek – to open the ‘pioneer trail’ from Dawson 
Creek to Whitehorse. On October 28, the entire 

It is difficult to realise that this 
giant project of nearly 1500 miles 
was completed in less than nine 
months in the face of a serious 
threat of Japanese invasion 
through forest wilderness and 5 
mountain ranges, reaching the 
highest point of 4212 ft, crossing 
several major rivers and hundreds 
of mountain streams.
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route was completed with the northern linkup 
at Mile 1302 at Beaver Creek when the 18th and 
the 97th Engineers encountered one another. At 
the official opening of the Highway at Soldier’s 
Summit (at Milepost 1061) on November 20, 
General O’Connor dedicated the Highway 
to the nation with the hope that this might 
someday become ‘an American saga ranking 
with the epics of Fremont and Lewis and 
Clark’. This was 8 months and 12 days after 
construction began and the first military truck 
convoy passed from Whitehorse to Fairbanks, 
Alaska. This was the Alaska-Canada Military 
Highway (or ALCAN for short). It was renamed 
the Alaska Highway on July 19, 1943.

It is difficult to realise that this giant project of 
nearly 1500 miles was completed in less than 
nine months in the face of a serious threat of 
Japanese invasion through forest wilderness 
and 5 mountain ranges, reaching the highest 
point of 4212 ft, crossing several major rivers 
and hundreds of mountain streams. This 
became a permanent all weather gravel road, 7 
to 8 metres wide and ran 2333 km from Dawson 
Creek, British Columbia to Big Delta junction, 
Alaska (the remaining 118 km to Fairbanks 
was already in existence). Along it were 133 
bridges, 6m or longer and several thousand 
culverts. In many places, it was a ‘highway’ 
in name only, instead resembling a glorified 
footpath with vast stretches of unpaved road, 
murderous switchbacks and no guardrails or 
shoulders. But it did provide a road connection 
to Alaska and, though the ravages of war did 
not ultimately reach Alaska or Canada, it made 
the two nations better prepared for defence. 
It should also be mentioned that the road was 
accompanied by the CANOL pipeline, built over 
1942-44 to carry crude oil from Canada to Alaska.                                                      

 The ultimate cost, however, went up to $147.8 
million from the initial estimate of $30 million. 
As agreed earlier, Canadian government took 
over the major portion of the highway (1954 km 
located inside Canada) on April 3, 1946. Canada 

paid the US government $108 million to cover 
airfields, flight strips, buildings, telephone 
systems and other assets. The road was opened 
to unrestricted travel in 1948, though on a 
limited basis with checkpoints and convoys to 
ensure traffic safety on a still dangerous road, 
and gradually regraded, paved and widened. 
Canadian Army engineers maintained their 
part till 1964, when it was handed over to the 
Canadian Federal Department of Public Works. 
Improvements have continued under British 
Columbia highway authorities (as BC97) and 
the Yukon Territory authorities (as Y1). The 
Alaskan part, designated US2 under the US 
Highway system, has improved even further 
after the Statehood of Alaska (1959), though 
maintenance is a continued battle against 
nature. The road has  been realigned in patches 
and the actual distance to Fairbanks has come 
down to 1483 miles, as against the original 1518 
but the original milepost  markings are still 
retained. Now completely paved, the road offers 
an extraordinary (but often extremely lonely) 
journey into the northern wilds. Built to carry 
supplies north, it is now a road over which to 
linger and enjoy both nature’s bounty and one 
of the twentieth century’s engineering marvels.

We saw several museums on the highway and 
a number of Historic Mileposts, around which 
many of the abandoned vehicles have been 
displayed, reminding visitors of the historic 
days of the Alaska Highway construction. 
Most of the information provided above are 
from the Alaska Highway House and Visitors’ 
Centre at Dawson Creek, the Fort Nelson 
Heritage Museum and the Signpost Forest and 
Visitors’ Centre at Watson Lake, apart from 
The Milepost published by Alaska Highway 
authorities and internet sources. I understand 
that more information is available at museums 
at Edmonton and Whitehorse, which we could 
not see. Several books have been written and 
documentaries (as well as a feature film Alaska 
Highway, 1943) made on this epic feat. Memories 
might have faded but are still encased in sepia!
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˜y›ç „þ…˜ç Ö!˜!˜Ð „þöìî„þyîû „þíyÚ !„þ £öìëû!ŠéœÚóó

›,’yœ”y éôé „þyëû)îû xy‹öì„þîû „þ’ÅyÝþ„þéôéö„þîûyœy îvÅþyöìîûîû „þyöìŠé 
~„þÝþy öŠéyR– x…Äy“þ @ùÌy›Ð ç…y˜„þyîû þ™¤y‰þ!Ýþ öŠéöìœ x“þÄy‰þyîû# 
Ÿy¢„þöì”îû !îîû&öìkþ ¢Ÿßþf „,þ!¡ì!î²Õî „þîûöì“þ !†öìëû!ŠéœÐ îœy 
îyýœÄ “þyîûy !„þŠ%é „þöìîû vþzàþöì“þ þ™yöìîû!˜– ¢„þöìœ£z •îûy þ™öìvþü ëyëûÐ 
‰þyîû!Ýþ öŠéöìœîû îëû¢ !Šéœ „%þ!vþüîû ›“þ– “þyöì”îû š¤þy¢# £ëûÐ þ™Mþé› 
xy¢y›#öì„þ š¤þy!¢ ö”çëûy ëyëû!˜. ö„þ˜˜y “þyîû îëû¢ !Šéœ ›ye 
þ™öì˜öìîûy îŠéîûÐ ~öì”îû î#îûc– xyd“þÄy† ö†yÝþy ö”öìŸ xyöìœyvþü˜ 
“%þöìœ!ŠéœÐ xy›yîû ~…˜ç ›öì˜ xyöìŠé xy£z. !þ™. !Ýþ. ~. ~öì”îû 
!˜öìëû †y˜ öî¤öì•!Šéœ– öì¢ †y˜ …%î ‹˜!²Ìëû £öìëû!ŠéœÐ ~öì”îû 
„þy!£!˜ !˜öìëû ö“þ‹!ßþº˜# îöìœ ~„þ!Ýþ ö›öìëû ~„þÝþy î£z !œöì…!Šéœ– 
The Stars Shone BrightlyÐ ~„þ ¢›öìëû ˜yÁº%o#þ™y” ¢öì›“þ 
ö„þîûyœyîû îý ›y:Åîy”# ö˜“þy xy›yöì„þ x˜%öìîûy• „þöìîû˜ ~£z ‡Ýþ˜y 
!˜öìëû Šé!î „þîûöì“þ– xy!›ç îûy‹# £öìëû !†öìëû!Šéœy›– !„þlsþéôé

xy!›– éôé òò~Ýþy ö„þy˜ ¢›öìëûîû „þíyÚóó

›,’yœ”y– éôé òò¢_öìîûîû öŸöì¡ìîû !”öì„þÐ xy!› “þ…˜ ¢”Ä ö“þœ%= 
¦þy¡ìyëû òòç„þy vþz!îû „þíyóó öŸ¡ì „þöìîû!ŠéÐ “þyîû xyöì† !£¨#öì“þ 
òò›,†ëûyóó „þöìîû öîŸ ²ÌŸ‚!¢“þ £öìëû!Šé– „þyöì‹£z öŸy¡ì’ xyîû 
x“þÄy‰þyîû !˜öìëû xyîû ~„þÝþy Šé!î „þîûöì“þ vþzê¢y!£“þ £öìëû!Šéœy›Ð 
ö¦þöìî!Šéœy› !£¨#– ç!vþüëûy– ö“þœ%= éôé ~“þ=öìœy ¦þy¡ìyöì“þ£z ö“þy 
Šé!î „þîûœy›– ›y!:ÅÞÝþ !î²Õöìîîû ~“þîvþü îvþü þ™#àþßþiy˜ ö„þîûyœy îy” 
þ™öìvþü ö„þ˜Úóó



80

A U T U M N
A N N U A L

xy!›– éôé òò~…˜ xy›yîû ~„þÝ%þ ~„þÝ%þ ›öì˜ þ™vþüöìŠé– xyÝþy_öìîû 
£z„þîyœ ›y¢%” ~„þÝþy ²Ìîõþ !œöì…!Šéöìœ˜ éôé Mrinal Goes To 
MalabarÐ “þyîûþ™öìîû !„þ £œÚóó

›,’yœ”y– éôé òòxy!› „þyëû)îû ö†œy› öœyöì„þŸ˜ ö”…öì“þÐ þ™yî!œöì„þîû 
²Ì‰þuþ vþzj#þ™˜yÐ xy›yöì„þ !‡öìîû !îŸyœ !¦þvþü £öìëû ö†œÐ öœyöì„þ 
…%¤öì‹ öþ™öì“þ ~„þ x!“þ î,kþy ›!£œyöì„þ !˜öìëû ~œ éôé îëûöì¢îû ¦þyöìîû 
˜%öìëû þ™öìvþüöìŠé– ¦þyöìœy „þöìîû „þíyç îœöì“þ þ™yöìîû˜yÐ Ÿ%˜œy› !“þ!˜ 
~„þ Ÿ£#öì”îû ›yÐ “þÇ%þ!’ !àþ„þ „þöìîû öšþœœy› ç¤îû ›%öì…îû çþ™îû 
„þÄyöì›îûy î!¢öìëû Šé!î Öîû& „þîûöìîyÐ !„þlsþ ~îû þ™öìîû£z ~„þÝþy xq$“þ 
‡Ýþ˜y ‡ÝþœÐ xy‹ç ›öì˜ xyöìŠéÐ ö”…œy› ~„þ!Ýþ xy•î%öìvþüy öœy„þ– 
îëû¢ ¡ìyÝþ öíöì„þ ~„þŸ éôé ëy !„þŠ%é £öì“þ þ™yöìîû– ¦þ#vþü öàþöìœ xy›yîû 
„þyöìŠé xy¢yîû ö‰þÜTy „þîûöìŠé– !„þlsþ ö„þvþz “þyöì„þ xy¢öì“þ !”öìFŠé ˜yÐ 
þ™öìîû îÄyþ™yîûÝþy þ™!îûÜñyîû £œÐ öœy„þ!Ýþ £œ ö¢£z þ™öì˜öìîûy îŠéöìîûîû 
îyœ„þ– öë š¤þy!¢îû ”!vþü öíöì„þ öî¤öì‰þ !†öìëû!Šéœ ˜yîyœ„þ îöìœÐ ö¢ 
~…˜ !¢. !þ™. xy£z. „þöìîû îöìœ „þRîû !¢!þ™~› @ùÌyöì› xþ™y‚öì_«ëû 
£öìëû þ™öìvþü xyöìŠéÐóó

xy!›– éôé òòý¤– !î²Õöìîîû ¢‚Kþy þ™yöìÎÝþ ö†öìŠéÐ !„þlsþ Šé!îÝþy £œ ˜y 
ö„þ˜Úóó

›,’yœ”y– éôé òò„þíy £öìëû!Šéœ ßþiy˜#ëû !¢!þ™~› Šé!îÝþy ²Ìöìëy‹˜y 
„þîûöìîÐ !„þlsþ çîûy Ýþy„þy ö‹y†yvþü „þîûöì“þ ¢›ëû !˜!FŠéœÐ çîûy 
ö‹öì˜ !†öìëû!Šéœ ç£z î,kþöì„þ xy!› !˜öì“þ ‰þy£z Šé!îöì“þÐ “þy£z £ëûöì“þy 
vþzê¢yöì£ ~„þÝ%þ ¦¤þyÝþy þ™öìvþü!ŠéœÐ xy!› !„þŠ%é!”˜ þxöìþ™Çþy „þöìîû– 
òò~„þ!”˜ ²Ì!“þ!”˜óó Öîû& „þöìîû !”œy›Ð xyöìhßþ xyöìhßþ îÄyþ™yîûÝþy 
›yíy öíöì„þ öî!îûöìëû ö†œÐóó

xy!›–éôé òò¢Ÿßþf !î²Õî öíöì„þ ö†îûhßþîû ö£¤öì¢œ– ~Ýþyç öîy•£ëû 
vþyöìëûöìœ!Q„þ¢Ð ~ îû„þ› ˜yéôéîœy îy’# xyîûç xyöìŠé ˜y!„þÚóó

„þíyîû ›öì•Ä£z xy!› “þ…˜ ¦þyîöì“þ Öîû& „þöìîû!Šé ~£z ›,’yœ”yöì„þ !„þ 
„þöìîû “þ¤yîû ”ŸÅ„þöì”îû xyöìîûy „þyöìŠé !˜öìëû ëyçëûy ëyëûÚ ‰%þþ™ „þöìîû îöì¢ 
‰þyöìëû ‰%þ›%„þ !”!FŠé ”%‹öì˜– £àþyê ›,’yœ”y îœöìœ˜– éôòòéöì“þy›yöì„þ 
xy›yîû xyîûç ~„þÝþy ¦þyî˜yîû „þíy îœ!ŠéÐ ~£z ¦þyî˜y!Ýþ xy›yöì„þ 
îý !”˜ “þyvþüy „þöìîûöìŠéÐ £z˜ šþÄyQ– xy!› ~„þÝþy þ™%öìîûy !ÝþÆÝþöì›rÝþ 
!œöì… öšþöìœ!Šéœy›Ð ~…˜ç þ™%öìîûyöì˜y „þy†‹þ™öìeîû ›öì•Ä 
…%¤‹öìœ £ëûöì“þy þ™yçëûy ëyöìîÐ !„þlsþ ¦þyî˜yÝþyöì„þ !˜öìÝþyœ ~„þÝþy 
„þyàþyöì›y !”öìëû vþzàþöì“þ þ™yîûœy› ˜y– “þy£z !¢öì˜›yÝþyç ~…˜ þ™ëÅhsþ 
£öìëû vþzàþöìœy ˜yÐ ö“þy›yöì„þ ¢‚öìÇþöìþ™ î!œÐ ¢#›yöìhsþîû „þyŠéy„þy!Šé 
~„þÝþy öŠéyöìÝþy ‰þyöìëûîû ö”y„þy˜– ~„þ î%!vþü ö¢Ýþy ‰þyœyëûÐ †yvþü#îû 

ö›„þy!˜„þ– ~ ö”Ÿ öíöì„þ ç ö”öìŸ ›yœ !˜öìëû ëyçëûy îvþü îvþü 
„þ˜¦þöìëûîû þvÈþy£z¦þyîû éôé ~îûy£z “þyîû …öìjîûÐ ~„þ Ÿ#öì“þîû îûyöì“þ– 
î%!vþü G¤þyþ™ öšþœöì“þ ëyöìFŠé ö„þyíy öíöì„þ ~„þ!Ýþ Ÿ#’Å„þyëûy ö›öìëû 
~öì¢ “þyîû „þyöìŠé xy×ëû ‰þy£zöìœyÐ ö›öìëû!Ýþîû ¢yîûy Ÿîû#öìîû xþ™%!ÜTîû 
!‰þ£« Šé!vþüöìëûÐ ö¢ xyîyîû †¦Åþî“þ#Ð Ö•% “þy£z ˜y– öëöì„þy˜ ›%£)öì“Åþ 
“þyîû ²Ì¢î £öìëû öëöì“þ þ™yöìîûÐ î%!vþü ‹y˜öì“þ ‰þy£zöìœy– îyF‰þyîû îyþ™ 
ö„þyíyëûÚ !„þlsþ ö„þy˜ vþz_îû öþ™öìœy ˜yÐ ö¢£z îûyöì“þ– ~„þ xyÇþ!îû„þ 
ö˜yéôé›Äy˜¢ œÄyöìuþ– vÈþy£z¦þyîûöì”îû ö‰¤þ‰þy!›!‰þ xyîû ÝþÆyöì„þîû £öì’Åîû 
›öì•Ä þ!þ™“,þþ™!îû‰þëû£#˜– ~„þ!Ýþ !ŸÖ ‹§Ã !˜œÐ ~£z ‹§Ã ~„þÝþy 
!îîûyÝþ ¢‚‡yöì“þîû £z!D“þ !˜öìëû ~öìœyÐ !„þlsþ ~îû öîŸ# xy!› xyîû 
ö¦þöìî vþzàþöì“þ þ™y!îû!˜Ðóó

xy!›– éôé òò~Ýþy !„þ ö‹öì˜!¢¢– þ™yÝÅþ Ý%þÚóó

›,’yœ”y– éôé òò“þy £ëûöì“þy îœöì“þ þ™yöìîûyÐ !„þlsþ ¢!“þÄ£z îy!„þÝþy xy!› 
‹y!˜˜yéóóéôé

xy!›– éôé òò“þy£öìœ ²Ì¢D!Ýþ ~„þÝ%þ î”öìœ ²ÌÙÀ „þ!îûÐ xyþ™!˜ ö“þy 
~…˜ç !˜ëû› „þöìîû †Òéôévþzþ™˜Äy¢ þ™öìvþü˜Ð “þyîû öíöì„þ !¢öì˜›y 
„þîûöì“þ £zöìFŠé „þöìîû˜yÚ ¢“þÄ!‹êîyî% ö“þy ›yöìGþ ›yöìGþ£z îûî#w˜yöìí 
!šþöìîû öëöì“þ˜Ðóó

›,’yœ”y– éôé òò”Äyöì…y– ~ ö”öìŸ „ÏþÄy!¢„þ¢ „þîûy ›£y Gþyöì›œyÐ þ™y˜ 
öíöì„þ ‰%þ˜ …¢öìœ£z öœyöì„þ ›yîû ›yîû „þöìîû ö“þöìvþü xy¢öìîÐ xy!› 
ö“þy ç îû„þ› vþzþ™˜Äy¢ Ý%þöì„þ !¢öì˜›y îy˜yöì˜yöì“þ !îÙ»y¢ „þ!îû ˜yÐ 
!„þŠ%é î”œ xy!› „þîûöìîy£zÐ †ÒÝþyöì„þ contemporise „þîûöìîy– 
˜£zöìœ !¢öì˜›y ö„þ˜ „þîû!ŠééÚóóé

xy!›–éôé òòîûî#w˜yí !˜öìëû öîŸ# î”œ „þîûöìœ ö¢îû„þ› £öì“þ£z 
þ™yöìîû !„þlsþ îûî#w˜yí Šéyvþüyç ö“þy þxyþ™˜yîû xöì˜„þ !²Ìëû öœ…„þ 
xyöìŠé˜éôé x›öìœ¨% ‰þe«î“Åþ#– îû›yþ™” ö‰þï•%îû#Ðóóé

›,’yœ”y– éôé òò~…˜ ö“þ›˜ !„þŠ%é xyîû Ýþy˜öìŠé ˜yÐóó

£z!“þ›öì•Ä ‡öìîû öœy„þ‹˜ xy¢öì“þ Öîû& „þöìîûöìŠéÐ “¤þyîûy ~“þÇþ’ 
˜#îûöìî xy›yöì”îû xyœyþ™ Ö˜!Šéöìœ˜Ð ›öì˜ £öìœy ›,’yœ”yîû 
xöì˜„þ ¢›ëû  !˜öìëû öšþöìœ!Šé vþzöìàþ ”¤yvþüyœy›Ð

›,’yœ”y ¢£yöì¢Ä îœöìœ˜– éôé òò”¤yvþüyç ”¤yvþüyç– ö“þy›yîû ë…˜ 
~“þ£z ö„þï“)þ£œ– “þ…˜ î!œ– éôé ~„þÝþy Šé!î xy!› îy˜yöìîy£z– 
ö²Ìy!vþvþz¢yîû ˜y ‹%Ýþöìœ !˜öì‹îû þ™ëû¢yëû îy˜yöìîyÐ ~„þ „þíyëû 
îöìœ !”£z– „%þ!vþü îŠéîû þ™öìîû xy„þyöìœîû ¢õþyöì˜éôéîû !šþÍÃ !vþöìîûQîû 
ö¢£z @ùÌy›Ýþyëû !šþöìîû ö†öìŠéÐ ~îyîû ö¢ ~„þy– “þyîû „þÄyöì›îûy– 
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£zvþz!˜Ýþ !„þFŠ%é ö˜£zÐ ö¢ Ö•% ö”…öì“þ ~öì¢öìŠé @ùÌy›Ýþy !„þîû„þ› 
î”öìœ ö†öìŠéÐ ›öì˜ ›öì˜ xyîû ~„þÝþy £zöìFŠé xyöìŠé éôôôéé ö„þyöì˜y 
îëûßþñ ›y˜%¡ì öþ™öìœ !‹Kþy¢y „þîûöìî éôé xyFŠéy– xyþ™˜yîû !„þ 
›öì˜ xyöìŠé– „%þ!vþü îŠéîû xyöì† ~„þÝþy „þyöìœy £Äy‚œyþ™y˜y öœy„þ  
~…yöì˜ !¢öì˜›y “%þœöì“þ ~öì¢!ŠéœÐ !„þ öë˜ ˜y› ... ›,’yœ ö¢˜Ð 
›öì˜ xyöìŠé “þyöì„þÚóó

~£z £öìî xy›yîû öŸ¡ì Šé!î– my last testamentÐ ~Ýþy ̃ y „þöìîû 
xy!› ›îûöì“þ ‰þy£z˜yÐ xyîû „þy!£˜#îû !î˜Äy¢Ýþy ~›˜ £öìî öë ~îû 
¢öìD òîy£zöìŸ ×yî’ó öíöì„þ Öîû& £çëûy î,_Ýþy ¢Á™)’Å £öìîÐ ëy„þ– 
xöì˜„þ î!„þöìëûöìŠéy– ~îyîû îyvþü# ëyçÐóó

~£z ~„þÝþy Šé!îç öŸ¡ì þ™ëÅhsþ £öìëû çöìàþ!˜Ð 2002 ¢yöìœ ›,’yœ”y 
òòxy›yîû ¦%þî˜óó Öîû& „þîûöìœ˜Ð “þ…˜ !“þ!˜ xyŸ# Š%é¤öì“þ ‰þöìœöìŠé˜Ð 
“þyîûþ™öìîû xyîû ö„þyöì˜y Šé!î „þöìîû˜!˜Ð ²Ì!“þ ‹§Ã!”˜ xyîû !î‹ëûyîû 
þ™öìîû ›,’yœ”yîû „þyöìŠé ëy£zÐ ›,’yœ”y Ÿ_« „þöìîû xy›yîû £y“þÝþy 
ö‰þöìþ™ •öìîû˜Ð “þyîûþ™îû xq$“þ ö‰þyöì… xy›yîû !”öì„  xöì˜„þÇþ’ •öìîû 
“þy!„þöìëû íyöì„þ˜Ð ö¢ ”,!ÜT xy›yöì„þ x!“þe«› „þöìîû îý”)öìîû ‰þöìœ 
ëyëûÐ xy‹öì„þîû ›,’yœ ö¢˜ „þíyç îöìœ˜˜y– “þ„Åþç „þöìîû˜ ˜yÐ 
†#“þyöìîï!” ‰þöìœ ëyîyîû þ™îû öíöì„þ þ™yöìŸîû …yÝþÝþyç …y!œÐ ›yöìGþ 
›yöìGþ ö¢!”öì„þ “þy„þy˜Ð ö„þyöì˜y x˜%öìëy† ö˜£z ö¢£z ”,!ÜTöì“þÐ

„þíyþ™%îû&öì¡ìîû „þíyîû vþzê¢ ö„þyíyëû öë˜ Ö!„þöìëû ö†öìŠéÐ ~„þ 
x“þœyhsþ Ÿ)˜Ä“þy ç ˜#îûî“þyîû ›öì•Ä x˜Ä •yîûyîû !¢öì˜›yîû 
¢îöì‰þöìëû îy„þþ™Ý%þ ç ¢Ÿ· þ™!îû‰þyœöì„þîû ~…˜ !”˜ „þyÝþöìŠéÐ

¢‚öìëy‹˜ ƒ
¢Á™y”„þ ‹y!˜öìëû!Šéöìœ˜ öœ…y ö²Ìöì¢ ‰þöìœ ö†öìŠé “þy£z !˜!Øþhsþ 
!Šéœy›Ð 
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Although football was the leader in 
sports in West Bengal, closely followed 
by cricket, other sports like hockey, 

badminton, table tennis, volleyball, basket ball, 
kabadi, tennis (to a restrictive extent) were plaed 
all over the state. All school going children from 
the age of 6 years had their session during the 
afternoon between the school and home study 
hours. Those were the days when participation 
in sporting activities was considered the major 
form of recreation.

As an encouragement to budding sportsmen, 
there were a number of tournaments organized 
by various Sports Bodies. The system produced 
outstanding sportspersons who in the 
subsequent days went on to play for various 
Clubs in different divisions. There were 
four divisions, both in football and cricket, 
comprising of 15/20 teams in each division, 
and they participated in round robin league 
and knock out tournaments. The system of 
promotion and relegation used to make the 
local league a very interesting one.

In the pyramidal system, promising players 
after their school days and subsequent 
enrolment into college were keen to make 
their entry into the college team which used 
to participate in the inter College League and 
knock out tournaments for further upward 
selection into University team. The inter 
University tournaments produced a number 

Presidency - Sports Culture

ANIMESH SEN

of prominent players who ultimately made 
it to the Indian team colour and these were 
keenly followed and observed by the National 
Selectors. Just to name a few, Samar (Badru) 
Banerjee, Chuni Goswami and Sukumar 
Samajpati represented University of Calcutta 
and continued to represent India in football 
while Ajit Wadeker, Sunil Gavaskar, Ashok 
Mankad represented Bombay University and 
later India in cricket. All participants in the 
University team were called University Blue. 
Among the other prominent Universities which 
excelled in sports, Osmania and Allahabad 
Universities should have a special mention.

It is sad that the system has become moribund 
and hardly produces any local talent this days.

With some exceptions, Presidency College 
during my student days in mid/late fifties was 
usually (if not only) linked with outstanding 
contribution in academics, breeding ground of 
Research Scholars, future Academicians  and 
Bureaucrats. Proficiency in Sports was always 
a back bencher.

In a lighter mood, I am tempted to narrate an 
incident depicting the extraordinary humour of 
one of my contemporaries Ashoke Chatterjee (a 
year senior to me) – of course a brilliant student, 
subsequently to become a very successful 
bureaucrat. It was a football match between 
Presidency College and Charuchandra College 
which boasted the presence of a number of 
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First Division players of the Calcutta Football 
League. Understandably, the result was a 
disaster (Charuchandra College-9, Presidency 
College-0). At the University ground tent 
while dejected Presidencians were changing, a 
remark was aired from Charuchandra quarter 
– they lose all matches, why do they play? Spot 
came the reply from Ashoke Chatterjee – they 
fail in all examinations, why do they go to college 
and appear in examinations?

However, jokes apart, Presidency College, 
alongside academic excellence, have produced 
many outstanding sportspersons, in multiple 
fields. It produced some eminent Sportspersons 
having represented University of Calcutta in the 
fields of Cricket, Football and Hockey. While 
they excelled in the Sports arena during their 
playing days, most of them were successful in 
their professional fields also.

There were silver linings too. The popular 
football tournament of the Colleges under 
University of Calcutta was Elliot Shield, played 
on knockout system in the mode of IFA Shield. 
Presidency College had the distinction of 
winning the Elliot Shield on 10 (ten) occasions. 
The first victory was in the year 1914 and the 
last was in 1939. In 1939 the college won the 
final against formidable Vidyasagar College 
which had 6 (six) regular First Division players 
including the goalkeeper Nirmal Deb Roy who 
was a member of IFA Shield-winning Aryans 
Club in 1940 (Aryans defeated Mohun Bagan 
4-1 in the final). It is just coincidental that first 
Elliot Shield winning Presidency College was 
led by Sudhir Ray in 1914 and the last one in 
1939 was led by his son Siddhartha Shankar 
Ray (former Chief Minister).

An attraction was the Annual Cricket Match 
between Presidency College and St. Xaviers 
College at Baker Laboratory ground which 
was a great crowd puller. Also the PAST vs. 
PRESENT cricket match during the Founders 
Day celebration was a great treat.

Eminent Sports Personalities of Presidency
While churning the memory, the first name 
which strikes is that of Nirmal Chatterjee. 
The other luminaries were Siddhartha Sankar 
Ray and Dhruba Das. All three of them were 
contemporaries in the 1930’s and played at 
various levels. While Nirmal Chatterjee excelled 
in most of the playing arenas – cricket, football, 
hockey, tennis, table tennis- Siddhartha Sankar 
Ray and Dhruba Das concentrated mainly 
on cricket. While all of them represented 
University of Calcutta and became University 
Blues, Nirmal Chatterjee went on to become 
an outstanding sportsperson in All India level, 
particularly cricket and also football. Dhruba 
Das also represented Bengal in Ranji Trophy.

Sri Nirmal Chatterjee certainly made a mark in 
Indian Sports, particularly cricket and football, 
when he represented Bengal both in Ranji 
Trophy (Cricket) and Santosh Trophy (Football). 
Bengal reached the final of Ranji Trophy under 
the captaincy of Nirmal Chatterjee only to be 
defeated at Indore by Holkar (a princely state 
of Madhya Pradesh) led by the illustrious Col. 
C. K. Naydu. The final unfortunately ended in 
a defeat, largely attributed to partial umpiring. 
Nirmal Chatterjee with his flamboyant sporting 
character, in a true manner of Presidency 
College upbringing, minced no words speaking 
against partial umpiring and terming the Final 
as ‘Demolition of Character of Sports’. I was 
also fortunate to witness an exhibition Table 
Tennis match at Dakshin Kalikata Sansad when 
he defeated the then India No. 1 Sri Kalyan 
Jayant.

While reminiscing about the subsequent era, the 
names that strike are Sri Pradip Gangopadhyay 
and Aniruddha Roy. Apart from being 
brilliant acadmically, Pradip Gangopadhyay 
represented the University both in cricket and 
hockey as University Blue. Aniruddha Roy was 
a pillar of the College Cricket Team.  Mention 
must be made of Atish Chandra Sinha, a very 
attractive batsman in the college level.
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I have tremendous respect for Partha Sarathi 
Ghosh – a talent virtually in all spheres, be it 
academics, music or sports. Partha was a very 
talented fast bowler who had the potential to 
play at the India level.

It was a great pleasure watching a very recent 
PAST vs. PRESENT football match at Town 
Club ground when two Olympians –Samar 
(Badru) Banerjee and Arun Ghosh were 
felicitated. Hopefully, Presidency University 

will be a prominent contributor to Sports 
which is a medium of character building and 
if facilitator in academics for which Presidency 
College was so well  regarded. 

In the process of recapitulating, I might have 
missed many other Sports personalities to 
whom I extend my profound apology. Any 
rejoinder/addendum will only enrich my 
knowledge.
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Rohingyas, as we all know, are an ethnic 
Muslim community living primarily in 
the western Myanmar’s Rakhine state. 

Arguably the word Rohingya came from the 
word Rohang, which was the historical name 
given to Arakan. The Treaty of Yandaboo of 
1826 led to the absorption of the Arakan Hills 
into the British Empire.  The border between 
Arakan and Bengal was always porous 
leading to cross border exchanges and during 
the nineteenth century the Arakan region 
witnessed migrations from Bengali Muslims 
into the Arakan Hills in large numbers since 
work was available in the plantations.  A large 
section of these Bengali Muslims came from 
Chittagong. However, there is enough evidence 
to suggest that there was a Muslim presence 
in the Arakan hills even before the arrival 
of the Bengali Muslims from Chittagong.1 
Today Arakan Hills are in the Rakhine state 
in Myanmar. The Rakhine state is composed 
largely of Islamic Rohingyas and the Buddhist 
Rakhines. Other than these groups there are 
the Chin, Mro and Khami people living in 
the Rakhine state. The Arakan Hills had their 
autonomous administration until 1784, when 
the Burman King Bodawpaya defeated the 
Arakan King and ended that autonomy.  Later 
the Arakan King took shelter in Bengal and the 
British got involved in the conflict that resulted 
in the Anglo-Burmese wars. As a result of 
these wars the Arakan Hills became part of the 

Rohingyas: The Archetypal Nowhere 
Community

PAULA BANERJEE

British Empire, to be administered as a province 
of India until 1937 when it became a self-
governing colony.However, Burma remained a 
part of the empire until it became independent 
in 1948.

After Burma’s independence the political 
demands for autonomy of either the Buddhist 
Rakhines or the Muslim Rohingyas from the 
Arakan Hills was never met.  In 1962 when 
Ne Win seized power the situation of ethnic 
and religious minorities became even more 
precarious.  In 1982 the new Citizenship Act 
made it impossible for Muslims to become 
full citizens.  At best they were given a status 
of associate citizen.  As for the Rohingyas they 
became a stateless community in 1982 when 
the Myanmar Citizenship Law excluded them 
from the list of 135 national ethnic groups.2  The 
situation of Rohingyas became progressively 
more precarious.  For decades Rohingyas have 
been subjected to excessive violence.  In 1989 
the Myanmar government issued colour coded 
scrutiny card for citizens but Rohingyas were 
not issued any card.  On 21 February, 1992, 
U Ohn Gyaw, the Foreign Affairs Minister of 
Myanmar announced: “Historically, there has 
never been a ‘Rohingya’ race in Myanmar? 
Since the first Anglo-Myanmar War in 1824, 
people of Muslim faith from the adjacent 
country illegally entered Myanmar Naing-
Ngan, particularly Rakhine State. Being illegal 
immigrants they do not hold immigration 
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papers like other nationals of the country.”3 This 
has been the official line since. From 1995 as a 
result of enormous pressure from the UNHCR 
the Rohingyas were given a white card that 
could not be used to claim citizenship as that 
card did not mention a person’s citizenship.  The 
situation of Rohingyas did not improve at all.

In 2015 the trials and tribulations of Rohingyas 
became known to the world when it was 
discovered that hundreds of Rohingyas were 
perishing in the boats as they were trying to 
escape persecution in Myanmar.  None of the 
other countries in the region were willing to 
take in the Rohingyas.   With the Rohingyas 
were many Bangladeshi forced migrants. 
Not only were they being denied safe haven, 
they were also denied resources essential for 
survival.  In these boats were women, children, 
the maimed, the sick, one and all trying to 
escape persecution and survive. Their first port 
of entry was Bangladesh because of proximity 
and religious affinity but in this case race/
ethnicity was proving stronger than any other 
affinities.  From 2009 onwards even Bangladesh 
was refusing to accept Rohingya refugees. The 
plight of Rohingyas in high seas led to protest 
by international human rights regime when 
open graves were discovered in Thailand. 
This more than any other event revealed 
the precarious situation of the Rohingya 
population.  In March 2017 another crackdown 
of Rohingya Muslims was defended by the 
Myanmar government as counter insurgency 
operations. Social scientists call the Rohingyas 
“the world’s most persecuted minority without 
citizenship.”4  As for Rohingya women their 
situation is even worse.  According to one 
observer, “because of the diversity among 
Burma’s 135 officially-recognized ethnic groups 
generalizing about them is risky. However, 
there clearly exists a country-wide pattern to 
the abuses suffered by Karen, Karenni, Mon, 
Shan, Kachin, Chin, Arakanese, Rohingya, 
and other ethnic women.”5Among the groups 
mentioned the Rohingya women are worst off 
because they belong to a stateless community. A 

440-page report by UN Human Rights Council 
(UNHRC) released in August 2018 details the 
persistence of crime against Rohingya women 
in Myanmar.  The report “includes accounts of 
women tied by their hair or hands to trees then 
raped; young children trying to flee burning 
houses but forced back inside; widespread use 
of torture with bamboo sticks, cigarettes and 
hot wax; and landmines placed at the escape 
routes from villages, killing people as they fled 
army crackdowns.”6

It is extremely difficult to access Rohingyas in 
what they consider their homeland.  This is 
how a report describes their situation:

…the Rohingya are not simply poor and 
persecuted by members of the country’s 
Buddhist majority. They also lackthe most 
fundamental measure of identity: citizenship. 
About 140,000 Rohingya have been herded 
by the government into fetid, disease-ridden 
camps since sectarian tensions with local 
Buddhists erupted in 2012. That violence, which 
disproportionately affected the Rohingya, 
culminated in what Human Rights Watch 
deemed “ethnic cleansing.” Visiting one such 
ghetto, a U.N. humanitarian-affairs official 
said she witnessed a level of suffering “I have 
personally never seen before.”7

The situation of the Rohingya refugees in 
Bangladesh is no better. The Naf river separates 
the Coxbazar region in Bangladesh from the 
Arakan region in the Myanmar. From 1978 
large number of the Rohingya population 
has been crossing to Bangladesh.  In 1978 the 
rulers of Myanmar launched an anti Rohingya 
campaign when large groups of the Rohingya 
population fled the Arakan hills and crossed 
into Bangladesh.  Even though Bangladesh 
is a fairly poor country, its proximity to the 
Arakan hills initially made it a destination.  In 
1978 almost 200,000 Rohingya refugees fled 
to Bangladesh. By 1992 April another 300,000 
had joined them. The exodus continues until 
the present times. About the formation of the 
camps in Bangladesh one social scientist writes: 
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During the second largest influx after 1978, the 
government constructed temporary shelters 
in the Cox’s Bazar district Teknaf highways 
in 199113. As many as 20 camps were set up. 
However, with the return of the majority, all 
camps were closed except two: Nayapara camp 
near Teknaf and Kutupalong camp near Ukhia, 
giving shelter to the remaining 21,621 refugees.8 

Rohingyas living in authorized camps faced 
many adversities such as lack of food and safe 
drinking water, physical safety, health-care etc. 
but their situation worsened when Bangladesh 
insisted that they needed to be repatriated.  
Repatriation was to be undertaken under the 
aegis of UNHCR but that process although 
began in 1996, could not be completed. Those 
that were living outside the camps faced much 
greater persecution than the camp refugees. 
But even those living in designated camps 
faced many trials. About their situation in 
legitimate camp sites an UNFPA report states, 
“women and girls report being harassed while 
attempting to access humanitarian services 
or perform essential tasks, such as collecting 
water or using the latrine. Many lack adequate 
clothing and essential hygiene items.”9

Though the situation of camp refugees is 
not ideal, there are many more who live in 
makeshift camp like facilities such as those 
living in Leda and their situation is even more 

precarious than the camp refugees.  There are 
many reports about the condition of Rohingya 
Muslim population in these makeshift places.  
In one such report a known international media 
person wrote: “The top UN human rights 
official said on Tuesday that Burma’s security 
forces may be guilty of genocide against the 
Rohingya. Burma has rejected accusations of 
ethnic cleansing and has labelled Rohingya 
militants as terrorists. While safe from the 
threat of violence, refugees in Bangladesh now 
face malnutrition on an ‘alarming’ scale, say aid 
agencies.”10

A visit to the Leda makeshift camp that houses 
more than 2500 Rohingya families shows that it 
is a shabby and squalid facility that lacks even 
the most basic amenities. Children there roam 
around in the narrow alleys amid shanties 
made of tin and bamboo huts. They lack access 
to education, medical care and sanitation.11 The 
situation of these non-camp Rohingya refugees, 
who are habitually termed illegal/militant/
terrorists, have never been decent anywhere 
but the extent of their precarious condition was 
starkly revealed in 2014. In November 2014 
Nigel O’ Connor reported that the Bangladeshi 
government was planning to intern and 
repatriate 270000 undocumented Rohingyas.

Bangladesh has outlined proposals to intern 
thousands of undocumented Rohingya before 
repatriation to Myanmar, which they fled 
because of targeted violence and systematic 
incrimination, an official Foreign Ministry 
document obtained by Al Jazeera America 
reveals…. The document, dated March 31, 
2014, reads, “It has been suggested that a 
survey/listing of undocumented Myanmar 
nationals in Bangladesh would be carried 
out in order to identify them and determine 
their actual number and location…. The listed 
individuals would be housed in temporary 
shelters in different suitable locations pending 
their repatriation to Myanmar through regular 
diplomatic/consular channels.”12

The latest of the attacks against Rohingyas in 

The Rohingyas are marked 
by officials from Myanmar as 
terrorist groups.  All actions 
against them are justified as 
counter terrorist measures. 
There are some incidents of 
Rohingya violence reported 
from Myanmar but how much of 
it is fiction to justify xenophobic 
attacks against them has not 
been documented.  



88

A U T U M N
A N N U A L

Myanmar took place in March 2017 when it 
was reported that 720000 Rohingyas fled to 
Bangladesh. In October 2018 it was reported that 
the leadership of Bangladesh and Myanmar has 
come to an understanding about repatriating 
these “illegal” migrants. But many rights 
groups challenged the assumption that such 
repatriation cannot take place because there 
are reports that attack against the Rohingyas 
is continuing in Myanmar.13 It is said that 
UNHCR officials also understand the fallacy. In 
The Guardian it was reported that: 

UNHCR spokesperson Andrej Mahecic said 
the agency “does not believe that conditions are 
currently in place in Myanmar for voluntary, 
safe, dignified, and sustainable return of 
Rohingya refugees”. KyawSoe Moe, the 
administrator of Inn Din, said: “I don’t think 
the Muslims will come back. No one wants the 
terrorists to come back.”14

As a result of this situation the UNHCR agreed 
only to verify the Rohingya refugees and not 
facilitate the repatriation. On 15 November, 
2018 when four trucks and three buses were 
stationed in Unchiprang Camp in Cox Bazar, 
waiting for the refugees to be repatriated to 
Myanmar, no refugees appeared.  The standstill 
continues without any refugees willing to 
voluntarily repatriate. Why are the leaders of 
the region so eager to send away the Rohingyas?  

The Rohingyas are marked by officials from 
Myanmar as terrorist groups. All actions against 
them are justified as counter terrorist measures. 
There are some incidents of Rohingya violence 

reported from Myanmar but how much of it 
is fiction to justify xenophobic attacks against 
them has not been documented. Although 
the Rohingya population has not perpetrated 
any significant violence in Bangladesh there 
are many who warn against the potential of 
Rohingyas becoming terrorists. Often such 
writings are based on assumptions and hearsay.  
Some of these reportage is done by known 
social scientists of Bangladesh. In one such 
analytical paper the author contends that since 
there is a plethora of Islamic terrorist groups in 
South Asia it is but a matter of time when the 
Rohingya issue will be exploited by them. The 
author conjectures that because the Rohingyas 
are so severely persecuted they will have no 
option but to join terrorist outfits. He writes:

While Bangladesh continues to receive the 
Rohingya refugees from Myanmar, it has 
legitimate security concerns if the on going crisis 
prolongs. The Rohingya’s continued persecution 
coupled with the attempts of various regional 
and transnational jihadist groups’ to exploit the 
issue for recruitmentand propaganda purposes 
can have negative implications for Bangladesh’s 
internal security.15 Without much evidence, the 
author manages to invoke serious doubts about 
the presence of Rohingyas in Bangladesh and 
that reinforces the argument that Rohingyas are 
unwanted because they are a security hazard 
and not because of reasons of race, religion and 
other identities.

The situation in Bangladesh has forced 
Rohingyas to seek other options. Many of 
them have fled Cox Bazar to enter into India.  
According to a lawyer, in India, “the image of 
the Rohingya is unenviable: foreigner, Muslim, 
stateless, suspected Bangladeshi national, 
illiterate, impoverished and dispersed across 
the length and breadth of the country. This 
makes the Rohingya illegal, undesirable, the 
other, a threat, and a nuisance.”16 Since 2011 
the Government of India has a new Refugee 
Status Determination Policy whereby the 
asylum claim is scrutinised and a long term 
visa is issued. But the Rohingya experience 

In Jammu there is a growing 
consciousness of the Rohingya 
presence and a xenophobic 
reaction that Rohingyas are 
trying to get a foothold by 
marrying Indian women and so 
there is a demographic anxiety.  
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is different. A large number continues to be 
arrested and thrown into prison on the basis 
of the Foreigners Act of 1946. Unknown 
numbers remain in detention even after serving 
their sentences as the Indian government is 
unable to send them back anywhere as they 
are stateless. In Jammu there is a growing 
consciousness of the Rohingya presence and 
a xenophobic reaction that Rohingyas are 
trying to get a foothold by marrying Indian 
women and so there is a demographic anxiety.  
However, according to the Sakhawat Centre, 
a community organisation that is working 
with the Rohingya community that there is no 
evidence that the Rohingyas want to join any 
extremist groups.  If that was their desire, then 
they would have gone to Kashmir where they 
could have established contact with members 
of other extremist groups.
The Rohingyas were fairly unknown in India 
until 2012 even though there is evidence that 
they had been coming to India in a trickle 
from the 1970s. In May 2012 the Rohingya 
community numbering about 3000 to 4000 
members squatted in Delhi in protest for non-
recognition of their refugee status by UNHCR.  
This is how they became visible at least in the 
capital city but in the other states they were 
still unknown.  While we were doing our field 
work in different jails in West Bengal we came 
across a number of Rohingya women who were 
incarcerated under the Foreigners Act and were 
placed in the same quarters as the Bangladeshi 
nationals. Yet the welfare officers of these jails 
told us that they spoke a different language 
that was seldom heard. Like the Bangladeshi 
incarcerated women, these Rohingya women 

were also separated from their minor children.  
But unlike the Bangladeshi women there were 
no end to their plight in sight.  They could not 
be released from prison.  About these Rohingya 
women, one activist comments: “Many of the 
women arrived with a history of rape, and came 
from divided families with lost husbands or 
children. They may have been unaccompanied, 
possibly pregnant or little hope of being 
treated sympathetically…”17 This is also true 
of Rohingya women in India.  Most of these 
women come to India with horrific memories 
of violence that they faced in Myanmar.  In 
Bangladesh, although their lives were not 
directly threatened, they face other challenges 
such as extreme poverty, malnutrition, diseases, 
illiteracy and many other maladies. Very often 
the Myanmar security forces made them 
witness the traumatic death of their children.  
Therefore, when they come to India and are 
incarcerated and then separated from their 
children this separation becomes that much 
more painful.  Although they know that their 
children are alive they have no knowledge of 
where they are or whether they will ever have 
the chance to meet them. Also the conflation of 
the Rohingyas with the Bangladeshis have made 
these Rohingya women even more vulnerable.  
The concern about Bangladeshi nationalist 
groups and their close contact with the 
Rohingya community endangers the Rohingya 
community even further.  If a community is 
under threat, their women become so much 
more vulnerable.  In West Bengal at least the 
Bangladeshi women are not looked upon with 
so much suspicion because they speak the same 
language as the Bengali community but for the 
Rohingya even that safeguard is missing.  

In South Asia trafficking and migration go 
almost hand in hand. There is an increase in the 
trafficking of women and children alongside 
an increase in illegal and undocumented 
migration within the region. This dramatic 
growth in migration and trafficking flows has 
resulted from a combination of push, pull 
and facilitating factors. Illiteracy, poverty, 
class clashes, natural calamities, political and 
ethnic unrest have all constantly increased 

Illiteracy, poverty, class clashes, 
natural calamities, political and 
ethnic unrest have all constantly 
increased vulnerabilities of 
marginalized groups, and 
made them susceptible to gross 
exploitation of human rights.
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vulnerabilities of marginalized groups, and 
made them susceptible to gross exploitation 
of human rights. Rohingya men and women 
are no exception to this rule. Their status of 
being stateless increases their vulnerability 
even further. If they are persecuted, no state 
intervenes on their behalf. Therefore, they 
face gross human rights violations. Their 
refugee cards are thrown away, when they are 
incarcerated they have no hope of freedom 
as they are stateless and they are constantly 
fearful of being pushed out. On top of that 
the myth that they are associated with violent 
political activities ensures that they would be 
constantly pursued and persecuted. They are 
the archetypal nowhere people. The resent 
repatriation of the seven Rohingya people to 
Bangladesh has severely affected this country’s 
claim to be a pro-human rights country. That 
way at least Bengal is still a beacon of hope.  
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!²Ì!ªþ™yöìœîû „þyöìŠé „þ›öì²Õ˜ ˜y „þöìîû!Šé...æó

„þíy=öìœy Ööì˜ xy!› ~î‚ šþyÞÝÅþ £zëûyöìîûîû ¢î ˜“%þ˜ ¢”¢Äîûy£z 
•öìîû !˜öìëûöìŠé öë £z!˜ ~„þ‹˜ îkþ þ™y†œæ ¢îy£z “þ…˜ ¦þyîöìŠé 
öœy„þÝþyöì„þ !„þ¦þyöìî Ÿyhsþ „þîûöìîæ „þy„%þ Ööì˜ öÇþöìþ™ ö†öìŠé˜ ö”öì… 
ò”y”yó ç îœy £œæ !„þlsþ “þyöì“þç !‰¥þöìvþü ö¦þöì‹ ˜yæ e«›y†“þ£z 
œÁ³þ GþÁ™ „þîûöìŠé˜éôôôé òxy!› ö”öì… ö˜öìî...!²Ì!ªþ™yöìœîû „þyöìŠé 
ëyöìîy...öŸ¡ì ö”öì… Šéyvþüöìîyæó

ç!”öì„þ ££z‰þ£z Ööì˜ ö²Ìyöìšþ¢îûîûyç öî!îûöìëû ~öì¢öìŠé˜Ð 
¦þoöìœy„þöì„þ ö”öì… î#öìîû˜îyî% þ™!vþü !„þ ›!îû „þöìîû Š%éöìÝþ ~öìœ˜Ð 
~„þ ö„þyöì’ öÝþöì˜ !˜öìëû !†öìëû !„þ öë˜ îœöìœ˜Ð

öŸ¡ì þ™ëÅhsþ ç¤îû £hßþöìÇþöìþ™£z ¢›¢Äy !›ÝþœÐ

xy›îûy “þ…˜ç î%Gþöì“þ þ™y!îû!˜ ¦þoöìœy„þ x›˜ ‰þÝþöìœ˜ ö„þ˜æ

î#öìîû˜îyî% ç¤öì„þ !î”yëû !”öìëû ~öì¢ …%î !˜îû#£ ›%öì…£z ‹y˜öì“þ 
‰þy£zöìœ˜éôôôéò!„þ îöìœ!Šéöìœ ç¤öì„þ ö“þy›îûyÚó

¢›hßþ „þy!£˜#Ýþy ç¤öì„þ îœy £œÐ Ööì˜ vþz!˜ !›Ýþ!›Ýþ „þöìîû 
£y¢öìŠé˜éôôôé òßþºy¦þy!î„þ– xy¢öìœ ö“þy›îûy ö“þy çöì„þ ö‰þöì˜y ˜yæ 
xy‹ öíöì„þ !‰þöì˜ îûyöì…yéôôôé ç¤îû ˜y› x!…œ îûO˜ þ™!uþ“þæ 
¢‚öìÇþöìþ™ ~ xyîû !þ™æ ö¢y!Ÿçœ!‹îû ö£vþ xšþ ”Ä !vþþ™yÝÅþöì›rÝþæó

xy›îûy öë˜ ›£y„þyŸ öíöì„þ þ™vþüœ%›æ xíîy ö†yÝþy îÊáþy[þÝþy£z 
‰¤þy” ¢)ëÅ¢öì›“þ ývþü›%vþü „þöìîû ›yíyëû ö¦þöìˆ þ™vþüœÐ ~îyîû î%Gþœy› 
ò„þy„%þó Ööì˜ xöì“þy ‰þöìÝþ!Šéöìœ˜ ö„þ˜æ !ë!˜ ò¢Äyîûó “þyöì„þ ò„þy„%þó 
îœöìœ ö“þy ‰þÝþöìî˜£zæ

éôôôéò¦þoöìœyöì„þîû !„þ!Mþéê ›Äy!˜ëûy xyöìŠéyæó î#öìîû˜îyî% “þ…˜ç ”%ÜT% 
”%ÜT% £y¢öìŠé˜Ð ç¤îû £y!¢Ýþy£z ”%ÜT% îyF‰þy öŠéöìœîû ›öì“þyéôôôé

éôôôéòvþz!˜ ¦þyöìî˜ öë ö†yÝþy !îÙ»£z ç¤öì„þ þ™y†œ ¦þyöìîæ x¼yhsþ 
•yîû’y öë ¢îy£z ç¤îû öœ† þ™%!œ‚ „þîûyîû ‹˜Ä– vþz“þÄ_« „þîûyîû ‹˜Ä 
÷“þ!îû £öìëû xyöìŠéæ ~›˜ !„þ ‹yþ™yöì˜ ¦)þ!›„þÁ™ ç ¢y£zöìî!îûëûyëû 
ößþ¬y šþœ £öìœç ç¤îû ›öì˜ £öìî ö¢Ýþyç ç¤öì„þ !Ýþ‹ „þîûyîû ‹˜Äæ 
~öì„þ£z ~£zîû„þ› ¦þyî˜y !‰þhsþy– “þyîû vþzþ™îû x!˜îÅy’ç •öìîûöìŠé 
ö›yÇþ› †y˜æó

!„þ ¢îÅ˜yŸæ òöë ö“þyöìîû þ™y†œ îöìœ..óæ

î#öìîû˜îyî%îû £y!¢ “þ…˜ç íyöì›!˜Ð …%î •#öìîû ¢%öìßþi ö“¤þ“%þöìœîû 
xy‰þyîû ö‰þöì… ö‰þöì… …yçëûyîû ›öì“þy îœöìœ˜éôôôé òç¤îû •yîû’y 
x!î!ŸÄ …%î ¼yhsþ ˜ëûÐ Šéye Šéye#îûy ç¤îû £z!˜!Ÿëûyœ öíöì„þ ˜“%þ˜ 
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˜y›„þîû’ „þöìîûöìŠéæó

!„þ ˜y›Ú ö¢Ýþy îœy£z îyýœÄæ ~ xyîû !þ™ ~îû xyîû !„þ öëy†Ä“þ› 
š%þœšþ›Å £öì“þ þ™yîûöì“þy ~îû ö‰þöìëûÚ xhsþ“þ ç˜yîû öÇþöìeÚ

~ xyîû !þ™ šþîûéôôôéòxy!› îû¤y‰þ# þ™œy“þ„þóæææ

~ xyîû !þ™óîû ¢Á™öì„Åþ “þ…˜ öíöì„þ£z ö„þï“)þ£öìœîû vþzöìo„þæ x†“þÄy 
¢„þöìœ£z !›öìœ ¢öìîû‹!›öì˜ “þ”hsþ „þîûöì“þ ö˜öì› þ™vþüœ%›Ð

xy›yîû ~„þ ¢£þ™yàþ# ˜#îû¼óîû ›öì“þ ~ xyîû !þ™ ~îû ‰)þvþüyhsþ xy›yŸy 
xyöìŠéæ ö¢£z‹˜Ä£z x›˜ „%þ£z˜y£z˜ …yçëûy ›%… „þöìîû íyöì„þ˜Ð

éôôôéòxy›yŸyîû öîûy†#îûy „þöìî öíöì„þ „%þ£z˜y£z˜ ö…öì“þ Öîû& 
„þöìîûöìŠé˜Úó

îy•Ä £öìëû£z îöìœ öšþœœy›Ð ˜#îû¼óîû îyîy †ÄyöìßþTÉy~öìrÝþÆyœ!‹ÞÝþ 
£öì“þ þ™yöìîû˜– !„þlsþ “þy£z îöìœ çéôé£z ¢î ç¡ì%öì•îû ˜y› ‹y˜öìî ~›˜ 
ö„þy˜ ›%‰þöìœ„þy ö›!Ýþ!îûëûy ö›!vþ„þy çöì„þ ö”ëû !˜æ

ëy£z ö£y„þ– xöì˜„þ “þ”öìhsþîû þ™îû ~ xyîû !þ™ ¢Á™öì„Åþ öîŸ !„þŠ%é 
“þíÄ ‹y˜y ö†œÐ ¢îöì‰þöìëû öë “þíÄÝþy Ööì˜ xy›îûy xyây!”“þ 
£öìëû!Šéœ%› “þy £œéôôôé îŠéîû…yöì˜„þ xyöì† ¦þoöìœyöì„þîû öîï ö„þyöì˜y 
~„þ ²Ì!“þöìîŸ#îû ¢yöìí ö¦þöì† !†öìëûöìŠé˜Ð

Ööì˜£z ö”î!¡ìÅîû „þöì›rÝþéôôôé ò“þy£z çîû„þ›– î%Gþ!œ ˜yÚ !vþþ™ öÞÝþ‹ 
xî !vþöì²ÌŸ˜óÐ çîû îyîy xyîyîû ¢y£z!„þëûy!ÝþÆÞÝþæ

›öì˜ ›öì˜ ²Ì!“þKþy „þîûœ%› vþy_«yöìîûîû Šéy˜yöìþ™y˜yöì”îû £y“þ öíöì„þ 
Ÿ“þ £hßþ ”)öìîû íy„þîæ

öŸ¡ì xî!• xy›îûy x!î!ŸÄ !¢kþyöìhsþ ~öì¢!Šéœ%› öë ¦þoöìœyöì„þîû 
ßþf# þ™y!œöìëûöìŠé îöìœ vþz!˜ çîû„þ› ö›yöìÝþ£z ˜˜– îîû‚ vþz!˜ çîû„þ› 
îöìœ£z ßþf# öî‰þy!îû þ™y!œöìëû öî¤öì‰þöìŠéæææ

~ xyîû !þ™ ”›”öì› ~„þÝþy šÏþÄyÝþ ¦þyvþüy „þöìîû xyöì† íy„þöì“þ˜Ð 
þ™îûî“Åþ#„þyöìœ îy!œ†öìO ‰þöìœ xyöì¢˜Ð öŠéöìœ þ™%öìœ ö˜£zÐ î,kþy 
›y ~îû ¢öìD íyöì„þ˜Ð “þöìî “þyîû ‹#îöì˜îû ¢îöì‰þöìëû îöìvþüy ‹yëû†y 
‹%öìvþü xyöìŠé ~£z „þöìœ‹Ð öî!Ÿîû¦þy† ¢›ëûÝþy£z „þyÝþy˜ „þöìœöì‹Ð 
“þyîû þ™y†œyöìÝþ £yî¦þyöìîîû ‹˜Ä Šéye Šéye#îûy “þyöì„þ ~!vþüöìëû£z ‰þöìœÐ 
xyîyîû ö„þvþz ö„þvþz ößþºFŠéyëû !†öìëû ~„þÝ%þ ö…!þ™öìëû !”öìëû xy¢“þÐ

vþz!˜ ‹y˜öì“þ˜ öë !þ™Šéöì˜ çöì„þ ¢îy£z òxy!› îû¤y!‰þ þ™œy“þ„þó îöìœ 
vþyöì„þæ ŠéyeéôéŠéye#îûyç ‹y˜“þ ç¤îû ”%îÅœ“þy ö„þyíyëûæ

£ëûöì“þy ö„þyöì˜y!”˜ vþz!˜ „þ!îûöìvþyîû !”öìëû ö£¤öìÝþ ëyöìFŠé˜ ~›˜ ¢›ëû 
ö„þyöì˜y ~„þ Šéye !†öìëû …%î !î˜#“þ ¦þyöìî !‹Kþy¢y „þîûœéôôôé òö„þ›˜ 

xyöìŠé˜ ¢ÄyîûÚó

¢Äyîû …%î …%!Ÿ £öìëû îœöìœ˜éôôôé ò¦þyöìœy£z xy!Šé– “%þ£zÚó

éôôôéòxy!› ”yîû&’Ð ~£z ö“þy „þyœ£z îû¤y!‰þ öíöì„þ !šþîûœy›óÐ

îöìœ£z ö¦¤þy ö¦¤þy ö”ïvþüæ xyîû ¢Äyîûæ ç…yöì˜£z ‹yÞÝþ ‹µöìœ ö†öìœ˜æ 
xyîû £yöì“þîû „þyöìŠé ëyöì„þ öþ™öìœ˜ “þyöì„þ£z ‹µy!œöìëû !”öìœ˜Ð

òxy!› îû¤y!‰þ þ™œy“þ„þó xíÅyê ~ xyîû !þ™ ~îû xyîûç ~„þ!Ýþ xq$“þ 
=’ !ŠéœÐ ¢yîûy!”öì˜ xhsþ“þ ~„þîyîû !²Ì!ªîû ›%… ˜y ö”…öìœ “¤þyîû 
¦þy“þ £‹› £“þ ˜yæ öë ö„þy˜ç ²Ì„þyöìîû£z ö£y„þ– öë¦þyöìî£z ö£y„þ– 
!²Ì!ªîû ›%… “¤þyîû ö”…y£z ‰þy£zÐ „þíyëû „þíyëû !²Ì!ªîû „þyöìŠé „þ›öì²Õ˜ 
„þîûöì“þ˜æ ö¢Ýþy ö„þyöì˜y !Ýþ‰þyîû ¢Á™öì„Åþ £öì“þ þ™yöìîûÐ Šéye Šéye#îû 
~öì†˜öìÞÝþ £öì“þ þ™yöìîûÐ !˜“þyhsþ£z „þyvþzöì„þ £yöì“þîû „þyöìŠé ˜y öþ™öìœ 
~˜ ~¢ !î!Óþöìˆîû ¢y›öì˜ ‡%îû ‡%îû „þîûy „%þ„%þîûÝþyîû !îîû&öìkþç £öì“þ 
þ™yöìîûÐ

~„þîyîû ö¢£z „%þ„%þîûÝþy xíÅyê ¦%þœ% £àþyê ö„þyöì˜y „þyîûöì’ öÇþöìþ™ 
!†öìëû çöì„þ x¤y‰þöìvþü !”öìëû!ŠéœÐ ~ xyîû !þ™ ¢öìD ¢öìD !²Ì!ªîû „þyöìŠé 
˜y!œŸ „þîûöì“þ £y!‹îûæ îû#!“þ›öì“þy öîûöì† !†öìëû îœöìœ˜éôôôé ò¦%þœ% 
xy›yëû x¤y‰þöìvþü !”öìëûöìŠéæó

!²Ì!ª ²Ìyëû xy„þyŸ öíöì„þ þ™vþüöìœ˜Ð „þöìœöì‹îû ö„þyöì˜y Šéyöìeîû ̃ y› 
¦%þœ%– xyîû ö„þ˜£z îy ö¢ x¤y‰þöìvþü !”öìëûöìŠé “þy “¤þyîû öîy•†›Ä £öìFŠé 
˜yæ ö„þyöì˜y›öì“þ xy¢œ ‡Ýþ˜y vþzkþyîû „þîûy ö†œæ “¤þyîû £z˜ÞÝþÄyrÝþ 
²Ì!“þ!e«ëûyéôôôé ò!„þÚ x¤y‰þöìvþü !”öìëûöìŠé îû_« öîöìîûyëû !˜ ö“þyæó

éôôôéò£¤Äy...ó ~ xyîû !þ™ ç ‡yîöìvþü ö†öìœ˜éôôôé ò~„þÝ%þ öî!îûöìëûöìŠéæ !„þ 
„þîûöìîyÚ xÄy!rÝþîûÄy!î¢ œy†öìî ˜y !„þÚó

!²Ì!ª ‰þŸ›yîû š¤þy„þ !”öìëû †½þ#îû ~„þÝ%þ òœ%„þó !”öìFŠé˜éôôôé òxyþ™!˜ 
¢%ßþi xyöìŠé˜Ú Ÿîû#îû …yîûyþ™ œy†öìŠé ˜y ö“þyÚó

éôôôéòŸîû#îû …yîûyþ™Ú „þ£z...ó vþz!˜ ²Ìyëû ö‡öì› ö˜öìëû ~„þŸyéôôôé ò˜y 
ö“þyæó

éôôôéò!ŸçîûÚó

éôôôéò£zöìëû¢æó

éôôôéòëy„þóÐ !²Ì!ª ”#‡ÅÙ»y¢ öšþöìœ˜éôôôé ò„%þ„%þîûÝþy öîy•£ëû ~ ëyey 
öî¤öì‰þ ö†œæó

“þyîûþ™îû !„þ £öìëû!Šéœ îöìœ xyîû „þy‹ ö˜£zæ Ö•% ~£zÝ%þ„%þ£z îœy 
öëöì“þ þ™yöìîû ~îûþ™îû ²Ìyëû ”#‡Å ~„þ›y¢ !²Ì!ªîû ›%… ö”öì…˜!˜ ~ 
xyîû !þ™æ
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xy›yöì”îû xöì˜öì„þîû þ™y¢ öþ™þ™yöìîû ö¢y!Ÿçœ!‹ !ŠéœÐ ëyöì”îû 
!Šéœ “þyöì”îû ”%ƒöì…îû öŸ¡ì ö˜£zæ ~ xyîû !þ™ ~îû ‹µyœyëû ²Ìy’ ²Ìyëû 
çÛþy†“þæ „Ïþyöì¢ ~öì¢£z þ™vþüy •îûöì“þ Öîû& „þöìîû˜Ð þ™y¢ öþ™þ™yîû 
ö„þvþz þ™öìvþü ˜y!„þÚ çÝþy ö“þy =œ“þy!˜îû „Ïþy¢æ !„þlsþ ~ xyîû !þ™ 
!„þŠ%éöì“þ£z î%Gþöìî˜ ˜yæ ö¢y!Ÿçœ!‹öì“þ xy›yöì”îû ¢îy£zöì„þ ²Ìyëû 
›yÞÝþyîû „þöìîû£z Šéyvþüöìî˜ !àþ„þ „þöìîûöìŠé˜æ

~„þ!”˜ ~›˜£z ~„þÝþy !”˜Ð þ™vþüöì“þ !„þŠ%éöì“þ£z £zöìFŠé „þîûöìŠé ˜yÐ 
¢‰þîûy‰þîû ö¢ï îûy ö‰þï ~îû „Ïþyöì¢îû þ™îû£z ~ xyîû !þ™ ~îû „Ïþy¢ íy„þ“þÐ 
xyîû xy›îûy öî!Ÿîû ¦þy† Šéye Šéye#îûy£z ú „Ïþy¢Ýþyîû þ™îû ößþËšþ 
ö¦þöì† öë“%þ›æ îœy£z îyýœÄ ~£z þ™œyëû˜ „þyöìuþ î#öìîû˜îyî% ~î‚ 
ö¢ï îûy ö‰þï ~îû ëöìíÜT ²Ì×ëû ç ¢£öìëy!†“þy íy„þ“þÐ

ö¢!”˜ ¢öìî =!Ýþ=!Ýþ þ™yöìëû „þ!îûöìvþyîû öîöìëû þ™yœy!FŠé– £àþyê 
ö”!… ~ xyîû !þ™ !˜•Åy!îû“þ ¢›öìëûîû xyöì†£z £˜£˜ „þöìîû ~!”öì„þ£z 
xy¢öìŠé˜æ

!„þ ¢îÅ˜yŸæ î%öìvþüy ~öì“þy “þyvþüy“þy!vþü ~öì¢ £y!‹îûæ ~îyîû þ™yœy£z 
ö„þyíyëûæææ

ö¢ï îûy ö‰þï  ö„þyöì˜y „þyîûöì’ !Ýþ‰þy¢Åîû&› öíöì„þ öî!îûöìëû ~öì¢!Šéöìœ˜æ 
!“þ!˜ ~„þGþœ„þ „þ!îûöìvþyöìîûîû !”öì„þ “þy!„þöìëû £z!D“þ „þîûöìŠé˜éôôôé 
òxy¢öìŠé...xy¢öìŠé...‡öìîû ëy... ‡öìîû ëy...æó

Š%éöìÝþ ‡öìîû !šþöìîû ~œy›Ð ¢î Šéye Šéye# !›öìœ ¦þyîöì“þ îöì¢öìŠé 
~îyîû !„þ „þîûy ëyëûæ !„þ „þöìîû ›%!_« þ™yçëûy ëyëû ~£z „Ïþy¢ öíöì„þæ

£àþyê ö„þyíy öíöì„þ ö”î!¡ìÅ ~öì¢ xy›yöì„þ£z „¤þÄy„þ „þöìîû ö‰þöìþ™ 
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A U T U M N
A N N U A L

Social commentators have started drawing 
our attention to the current time of chaos. 
We seem to have some ides of the elements 

of a situation of chaos. However, they require 
closer attention and be seen in a more historical 
sense.

In this neoliberal world, what began as a 
great age of globalisation, forces have been 
let loose which impel everyone to pounce on 
the other for survival. Aggressive wars are 
unleashed without any fear of retribution, and 
governments plunder people unconstrained 
by the spectre of popular fury. Like the age 
of colonisation of the world in the nineteenth 
century, today too, through other tools, the 
instrument of public debt countries are being 
impoverished. With national debt, there is 
now an international credit system, marked 
by unprecedented mobility of credit capital. 
Escaping taxes and the possible scenarios of 
less return, capital moves offshore to places 
like Panama, Mauritius, Switzerland, Gulf 
States, and reaches various destinations in the 
form of financial investments by known and 
unknown, newly set up companies. In fact, the 
international credit system is not one, mainly 
not even in national or the acknowledged inter-
governmental form everywhere, and through 
its own fickle existence contributes to global 
uncertainties. 

Global capital does not know which way to 
go: have an industrial policy or tariff-centric 

outlook, similarly protectionism or free 
trade. Anti-hegemonic forces do not know 
whether and how to build coalitions or play 
the mercantilist game with new homilies of 
cooperation. Small nations do not know how 
much to succumb to global forces of domination 
and bide time, perhaps eternally, or stand up. 
All in all we are seeing the advent of a nowhere 
age, much like the post-Napoleonic nineteenth 
century. National steadfastness is becoming an 
improbability, given the gusts of globalisation, 
the worldwide credit-debt game, and the 
stranglehold of global finance. Countries want 
to eschew hard choices. For instance, they still 
think that by exporting primary resources 
they can survive and follow pro-poor and 
developmental policies at home. Yet countries 
will survive only through a war-like mode, 
though wars today are self-destructive, and 
wars will be forced upon nations. Most of 
the time, these killings do not tell us of any 
direction the world may take. They point rather 
to an absence of direction on the part of global 
governance. It is like the night of darkness 
when the knives will be out, murderers will be 
on the prowl, and the police will be nowhere 
in sight. 

Similarly diplomacy is wanting in this situation. 
In the name of multilateralism and cooperation, 
countries like China have given leave to the 
strategic purpose of diplomacy. Diplomacy is 
now conducted case to case, money to money, 
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situation to situation, and country to country. 
In such condition, countries cannot depend on 
the diplomatic strength of the mighty. This is 
because diplomacy is rarely backed by force. 

Take the case of BRICS. It was supposed to 
be a crowning piece of multilateralism and 
open trade. It was also a major alternative to 
western economic and financial dominance. 
It even created an alternative bank. But see, 
India has least interest in BRICS, because as 
a clever market player it does not see much 
opportunity through BRICS. In the olden days, 
in the decade of the eighties in the last century, 
South-South cooperation had failed for lack of 
finance and a proper political strategy. Now 
lack of internal cohesion has added to these 
two factors in undermining BRICS. Brazil is 
in doldrums, India is moving towards the US, 
South Africa is engulfed in the neoliberal game 
and is embroiled in corruption, and only China 
and Russia seem to be stable. But they too are 
showing signs of pursuing besides BRICS other 
strategies, which are becoming clearer by the 
day. 

Yet these other strategies and new efforts like 
the Belt and Road Initiative, Infrastructure 
Bank, the Shanghai grouping, will have 
limited success because of a lack of synchrony 
between these piecemeal initiatives and a 
global positioning of politics. Mercantilism, 
multilateralism, and piecemeal diplomacy had 
never been the answer to phases of anarchy 
that had visited global history earlier. All 
these policies were built and pursued without 
taking into account the dynamics of internal 

commotions and upheavals, and the impact of 
the latter on global processes of economy and 
rule.

The chaos is more because it is originating mostly  
from the uncertainty of the global  financial 
flows, which combines with the capitalist thrust 
for more territory and more extraction. This not 
only explains the combination of finance capital 
with the primitive forms of accumulation – 
thus the present economic order features both 
technology and investment companies like 
Apple or Morgan Stanley and total destructions 
of countries like Iraq and Libya. Such bizarre 
combination produces uncertainties, not seen 
earlier. As the controversy over Iran deal shows, 
capitalist countries do not know whether to go 
to war or follow a relatively peaceful policy of 
market expansion. Earlier the economic order 
used to suffer periodic crises in the industrial 
world of production and trade. Now the crises 
may or may not have relation with industrial 
production (overproduction, etc.), but being 
reflections of the virtual world of money, credit, 
promises, and debt, these crises tell us of a 
nowhere global situation. The situation impacts 
on politics. A stable liberal-parliamentary order 
with stable parties and stable institutions is 
increasingly out of question in this world. 
Brexit, Trump, and Macron are only the loudest 
instances, and among themselves too they are 
different in nature. But, more importantly, 
people have lost faith in a stable political order 
– globally or nationally. It is as if an all-out war 
– but without the actual war – has broken out 
with no camp, no side, and no direction. 

What did the Americans mean when they said 
before the Trump-Kim Jong-un meeting, that 
the North Korean leader would meet the same 
fate that Muammar Gaddafi had met in 2011? 
Initially observers thought that it implied that 
Kim Jong-un would meet the fate of Gaddafi 
if he did not agree to end his nuclearisation 
programme. But Gaddafi had ended his 
ambition of developing nuclear weapons, yet 
he met his death. So is this then areflection 

The chaos is more because 
it is originating mostly  from 
the uncertainty of the global  
financial flows, which combines 
with the capitalist thrust for more 
territory and more extraction. 
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of the indecisiveness of the Americans as to 
whether to kill Kim Jong-un or not? Even the 
Americans cannot say what they meant. Under 
Trump, the United States, the biggest capitalist 
country, is unsure whether to engage in war or 
in isolationalism. This is the mark of the global 
situation. Only the clear headed and strong, 
and with a sense of global strategy, will survive. 
Never before the “internal” had been so decisive 
in influencing the “external”, the global.

Yet we have to remember that the chaos is a 
product of a dual crisis. There will be very few 
who would not accept that capitalism dwells in 
a terrain of contradiction and crisis. However, 
to understand the chaos and the need to think 
ahead courageously, we have to consider 
further that the Left’s own crisis played a 
role in capitalism’s survival throughout the 
twentieth century leading up to our time. 
While the followers and leaders of the Left had 
no problem in denouncing groups that sprang 
over the entire world acting as the basis of a 
resurgent New Right, they never gave serious 
attention to the possibility that the Left itself 
had been hardly rigorous and clear about the 
nature of the crisis since 2008. On the other 
hand the neo-liberals studied the analyses 
of the Left, absorbed many of the essential 
criticisms by the latter of the ills of the capitalist 
system, and turned these insights – for instance 
criticisms of the way the State functions or the 
market pushes out the weak –into a recalibrated 
strategy, which would turn the instability of 

the State and the market as essential features 
of a new way of global rule. Philip Mirowski 
observed, “They have carefully read and 
absorbed their leftist critics, from Thorstein 
Veblen to Naomi Klein, and far from rejecting 
them outright, they openly use their ideas to 
render the process of persuasion both more 
unconscious and effective”.1 Chaos as an 
existential order was produced in this way, and 
integrated into a new global strategy of rule 
and economy. The important question here will 
be: What is the relation between the crisis of the 
global capitalist order and Left’s crisis? Were 
there core elements in constituting the Left 
approach? And, is the shift in focus away from 
those core elements towards identity politics 
and social movement activism a reflection of 
the dual crisis? This is an important issuein the 
sociology of the knowledge of crisis. We do not 
have the scope to discuss this issue at length, 
but we can at least flag this.

On the other hand, issues of high finance 
volatility and primitive accumulation under 
an extractive mode of economy are reflected 
in worldwide massive population flows. 
Immigration and containment policies are 
becoming crucial everywhere. The situation 
resembles the one in late nineteenth century 
when after the manumission of slavery labour 
migration through indentured and other 
forms marked the global capitalist economy. 
Railways, plantation, telegraph poles wire 
– the three basics of imperial infrastructure – 
were built with migrant labour. Today, massive 
human flows are pressing on Europe from the 
south and the east, anticipating a situation that 
will remind us of the migrant invasion from 
the north on imperial Rome. Citizenship makes 
little sense in this milieu.

We can focus on Europe – let us take Italy as an 
instance - to make some sense of the chaos. If 
Greece showed four years earlier how soft and 
synthetic Leftist politics collapses in the face 
of the global capitalist might, Italy is showing 
today the extent of the damage that the neglect 
of classic virtues of the Left can cause to the 

Escaping taxes and the possible 
scenarios of less return, capital 
moves offshore to places like 
Panama, Mauritius, Switzerland, 
Gulf States, and reaches various 
destinations in the form of 
financial investments by known 
and unknown, newly set up 
companies.
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nation. At the same time, Italy also shows that 
the corporatist strategy of capitalism is failing. 
European Union is becoming an anachronism 
in a scenario where dog eats dog prevails, 
and countries are showing a brute animalistic 
feeling for survival. In Italy, both Left and the 
Right have lost sense of direction. The Italian 
Left had resembled for long the left wing of 
Christian Democracy; the same was true of 
the German Social Democrats, and the French 
Socialists, who for long have looked like the 
liberal Left after they had abandoned class 
struggle ages ago. In Italy again, as elsewhere, 
issues of migration, race, and citizenship have 
overwhelmed the Left, which earlier could 
resist appeals of race and nationalism. Italy in 
fact stands as the loudest instance in the West 
of the impossibility of the nationalisation of 
populations. 

With Greece, Italy faces the migration thrust 
from South across the seas. Vessels like 
Aquarius with 629 migrants on board were not 
permitted to dock in Italy and then Malta, with 
Aquarius finally being allowed by Spain to dock 
in Valencia. But this “good heart”2 has no ticket 
attached with it of long term assurance. From 
the East and South waves of populations are 
surging towards Europe in the form of a revenge 
of the colonial past, and it is hard not to sense 
the long term consequences of these population 

movements, whose tip only we can see. As if the 
end game of stable national population regime 
is nearing us. In other countries like India and 
Myanmar, governments desperate to stave off 
migration are taking hard and cruel measures 
to stabilise national populations. Measures like 
initiating national citizenship registers (such 
as in Rakhine state in Myanmar and Assam 
in India) will result in de-notification of large 
numbers of people in these countries, adding to 
the growth of stateless populations worldwide, 
and further migration. 

Global migration is not the cause but the 
occasion for the breakdown of the liberal 
system.The march of the Right in electoral 
politics, intellectual circles, media, and on the 
streets throughout the world is accompanied by 
electoral successes of erstwhile fringe figures. 
State sponsored racism indicates the role of 
the state in a time of economic and legitimacy 
crises. States are colluding with the growth of a 
post-liberal order, in which various seemingly 
discrete, electoral and non-electoral platforms 
come together as a means of legitimising the 
violent interventions of the extra-parliamentary 
Right.In a way all these go back to the moment 
of the early 1990s, in the wake of the collapse 
of the Soviet Union, the violent break-up of 
former Yugoslavia, and the aggressive reign of 
neo-liberalism, that attracted all parliamentary 
parties including Socialists and many in the Left 
to a new game. Ethno-nationalism coincided 
with the dismantling of the welfare state and 
the rapid rise of a precarious order. Finally, 
this was also the time when the responsibility 
for the refugees began to be externalised and 
migration was securitised. Privatisation of the 
security function produced a profitable asylum 
market, and the war on terrorism began.  A 
market for human bodies emerged, people 
became pure commodities or units of exchange 
to be shifted and circulated like parcels. 
The architects of this new market included 
multinational companies, global banks, and 
private security companies, designers, and 
constructors of detention and processing 

If we speak of the global 
situation, only in few countries, 
such as China, the party form is 
holding tight. But there too it is 
difficult to say whether the party 
form is lending stability to the 
governmental form of power, 
or more correctly the state form 
of power, or the governmental 
/state form of power is lending 
stability to the form of the party.
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centres, digital technology companies, and 
other institutions. Nationalism now appeared 
in many cases as the mirage of a solution to 
the contradictions of neoliberal capitalism.
Nationalism often facilitated not liberalism but 
neo-liberalism. Yet what was conceptualised as 
“global” was equally a mirage, for it offered no 
exit to the contradictions. This became a truly 
chaotic situation. 
As mark of a chaotic situation, we can witness 
the breakdown of the party form as an apparatus 
of rule. If we speak of the global situation, only 
in few countries, such as China, the party form 
is holding tight. But there too it is difficult 
to say whether the party form is lending 
stability to the governmental form of power, 
or more correctly the state form of power, or 
the governmental /state form of power is 
lending stability to the form of the party. Some 
belonging to New Left kind of thinking have 
declared goodbye to the party form and lent 
support to the “movement” form. Yet that too 
is not making sense; movements have proved 
to be of fleeting existence, with no tangible 
stake in power. Of course, movements in some 
cases have given birth to formations, which 
are proving relatively stable, and to which the 
party form has contributed. In fact with all the 
negative experiences of the Syriza experiment in 
Greece, it showed how formations can become 
the route to forming a strong Left party. In this 
transmutation of forms (scientifically speaking, 
and thus of the phenomenon irrespective of 
Left or Right), individuals appear crucial even 
among various institutional arrangements to 
lead a party. Thus again while the global press 
cried hoarse over the Chinese President Xi 
becoming an emperor, the fact of the matter is 
that strong leadership and national resilience 
are proving crucial to wade through uncertain 
waters. In some sense the Leninist grammar of 
politics is showing its long term relevance as 
a permanent critique of liberal politics. Some 
on the Left say, that the situation is calling 
for a party of new type, which will integrate 
today the features of formation, with the party 
becoming a formation – a specific arrangement 
of forces in battle.3While these may be termed 

as wild reflections, make no mistake: liberalism 
will not be able to hold out any promise of exit 
from the prevailing chaos, because its own 
decline is an element of chaos. One cannot 
comprehend chaos with a theory of order. The 
situation is incomprehensible; so it appears as 
“chaos”. The laws are suspended, so the world 
appears as “anarchy”. In this anarchy, some of 
the aspects of global politics and economy are 
suddenly thoroughly reorganised, while others 
remain in old forms.
The ultra-rich are now everywhere insecure 
while common people are also insecure 
with breakdown of welfare systems, and are 
struggling to put food on the table, pay tuition 
fees for children, and ensure minimum health 
care. The insecurity is pervasive. 
In this standoff, parliamentary democracy, as in 
Italy’s Second Republic,is truly dead and buried. 
The current global anxiety about populism is 
an expression of bad faith. This anxiety about 
populism under the pretext of combating “root 
causes” reveals the uncertainty of the liberal 
self of its own future, or shall we say salvation? 
The liberals dislike sharp alternatives. But they 
are faced with a series of cruel options. They 
have gone crazy.
A historical understanding of chaos is therefore 
necessary to make sense of chaos. If chaos is a 
state of affairs that is beyond our making sense 
of it (because sense will enable us to find the 
order of things), then a history of such chaos will 
be like that sudden shaft of light illumining the 
dark patches and interstices of a space and time.
In many ways the post bi-polar, post-cold war 
world going by the name of a multilateral world 
resembles the world of nineteenth century. 
Then too several powers went into unsure and 
unstable alliances, metropolitan expansion 
took the form of the subjugation of the rest 
of the world, inter-imperial contradictions 
grew, classes were unsure of themselves, the 
working peoples repeatedly rose in revolt only 
to fail, technologies advanced at rapid speed, 
nations were made and remade, and massive 
migrations marked the transformation of 
labour forms. Today we have a similar state 
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of affairs. Of course differences are there, but 
the differences between the cold war era and 
the post cold war era are greater than the 
difference between the nineteenth century 
and the early twenty first century. The crisis 
of the nineteenth century, particularly its later 
half, ended only with war and revolution. 
Democracy did not save the global order by 
ending disorder. Revolution showed the way 
out as class relations clarified international 
relations. Today too democracy is showing its 
abject failure, the emptied within. And the call 
is for a similar mutual determination of class 
politics and international politics.
At the core of all these the question is: Who is 
the subject of chaos? What has happened to the 
citizen, the subject of democracy? What can 
we say of the political subject today? If citizen 
is the subject of parliamentary democracy 
and a stable nation, what happens to the 
political subject with parliamentary democracy 
declining rapidly and the nation becoming an 
unstable formation? So, once again the famous 
question: Who comes after the citizen in a time 
of chaos?

The problem with doomsday prophets (many 
of them belong to the Left) agonised over the 
decline of parliamentary democracy and along 
with that of the figure of the citizen – a figure 
we adore with all our heart - and predicting 
the arrival of fascism on a global scale is that 
they ignore social and political struggles. They 
ignore the contradictions in the composition 
of the current situation, and the specifics of a 
situation chaos.We must remember that the 

citizen was the product of the dual process of 
union and separation of the economic being and 
the political being. The citizen denoted equality 
of man (human) and equal access to the political 
order of democracy and therefore included all 
in the civil society and economy, yet it was also 
a concealment of the dispossessed economic 
man (human). It thus represented emancipation 
of the political, while the subjugation of the 
social. The institution of citizenship signified 
the power of the political at the same time, its 
limits or say powerlessness to achieve social 
emancipation. It is the stability of this dual 
process of union and separation of the political 
and the social on which rested the relevance 
and durability of the parliamentary democratic 
order. The bourgeois in this way appeared in our 
eyes as the “citizen”and became the keystone 
of stability of our political society. Therefore 
as the dual process broke down in the wake of 
the neoliberal order, change in the dynamics 
of production of profit, and informalisation 
of labour on a massive scale, instability in the 
political sphere also became evident. The citizen 
either became dissatisfied with the political 
sphere or was no longer able to leverage the 
political in order to negotiate the social and 
the economic. Anthropological differences 
became too powerful for the political. In fact 
the political can now survive only on the basis 
of anthropological differences and enhancing 
them. This limit now unsettles the principles 
of order. This limit also shapes the subject. The 
subject is no longer the citizen, but the being 
of anarchy, traversing both the worlds, creating 
in the wake of chaos an existence that will no 
longer base itself on the old duality of union 
and separation but will demand an end to that 
anarchy by making chaos the permanent order 
of existence. In the eyes of this new subject of 
relations, the old separation which looked neat 
was actually anarchic, because the political held 
no clue to the social. Chaos in this way has upset 
the “order of things”. The political subject is the 
subject of chaos, some say “anomalies”. It will 
invent alternative norms through upheavals of 
power and displacement of political belongings, 
and set new relations between anthropological 
differences and political universality. 

Today, massive human flows 
are pressing on Europe from the 
south and the east, anticipating 
a situation that will remind us 
of the migrant invasion from 
the north on imperial Rome. 
Citizenship makes little sense in 
this milieu.
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Chaos, as one commentator said recently is 
a “warning from history”.4 It tells us of the 
fact that the scared memory of past epochs 
of chaos is a form of displaced historical 
consciousness. In this age of neo-liberalism 
when civic culture has been commodified, 
values of citizenship lie in ruins, and a dog eat 
dog mode of existence defines the nation by 
sharpening anthropological differences, chaos 
also provides the space for the emergence of 
the post-citizen political subject.
We seem to understand crisis, but we are 
perplexed by chaos. Crisis speaks of a system 
and its rules, and the moment of possible 
rupture. Chaos tells us of a condition. It is not 
inevitable that the chaotic condition, which 
is the other name of absence of any order, 
will lead to crisis, or specifically a deep and 
irremediable crisis. As this piece suggests, neo-
liberalism may want to thrive on chaos; and 
management of chaos as a permanent form of 
governance may become appropriate for global 
capitalism today. 
Chaos, as argued earlier, may be a part of 
crisis but is not necessarily a crisis; it may 
be a condition the bourgeoisie would like to 
perpetuate as a mode of exploitation and rule. 
Scientists have taught us that chaos calls for the 
study of apparently random or unpredictable 
behaviour in systems supposedly governed 
by determining laws. Chaos indicates not 
only randomness but also unpredictability. 
Randomness is not something we usually 
take as more apparent than real, arising from 
our ignorance of the real. On the contrary, it 
tells of a real world which is complex, beyond 
our knowledge of the forces which we would 
like to be governed by well-understood 
laws, and therefore its final outcome remains 

unpredictable. The result thus may be highly 
diverse, marked with unpredictability and 
irregularities in dynamics, motion, and 
reactions, and with acute sensitivity to initial 
conditions.There is also mixing of all kinds 
and as a consequence feedbacksmay impact 
on patterns – such as feedbacks on debts 
producing heavier debts – and thus at times 
feedbacks producing never ending patterns 
notwithstanding efforts at changing specific 
patterns. Such situation is understood as chaos. 
In global economy and politics we can also find 
spontaneous breakdown of symmetry which 
we had presumed to be an intrinsic property of 
the said economy and politics. To get a sense of 
chaos and finding way to “break” out of chaos 
require flexibility in thinking combined with 
resolution and resilience.

Endnotes
1.	 Philip Mirowski, Never Let a Serious Crisis Go to 

Waste: How Neoliberalism Survived the Financial 
Meltdown (London: Verso, 2014), p. 140

2.	 In a possible solution to the impasse, Spanish Prime 
Minister Pedro Sanchez, a socialist who took office 
just over a week before the incident, gave instructions 
that the ship be allowed to dock in the eastern port of 
Valencia. “Hearing of Spain’s offer, Salvini said the 
standoff had been resolved thanks to the “good heart” 
of the Spanish but the EU could not rely on such one-
off gestures to deal with migrants reaching Italy.” – 
Reuters, “Spain Offers to Dock Migrant Ship at the 
Heart of Italy-Malta Standoff”, 11 June 2018 - https://
af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFKBN1J71F4-
OZATP (accessed on 28 June 2018)

3.	 Seth Adler, “By Party or By Formation”, The Bullet, 
27 June 2008 - https://socialistproject.ca/2018/06/by-
party-or-by-formation/ (accessed on 7 July 2018); 
Adler poses the question, “What would happen if 
the concept of a political formation were turned into 
a party building strategy?”  Even though he leaves 
out the theoretical implications of the enquiry, and 
limits himself to organisational issues of the Left 
movement in the USA, the enquiry is important in 
today’s context.

4.	 Henry A. Giroux, “The Ghost of Fascism in the Age 
of Trump”, Truthout, 13 February 2018 - https://
truthout.org/articles/the-ghost-of-fascism-in-the-age-
of-trump/ (accessed on 8 July 2018)

Crisis speaks of a system and 
its rules, and the moment of 
possible rupture. Chaos tells us 
of a condition.



103

2018-2019

²ÌŸy¢˜ îœöì“þ î“Åþ›yöì˜ xy›îûy ëy î%!Gþ– ö¢£z xöìíÅ 
îDöì”öìŸ ö„þyöì˜y vþzöìÍÔ…öìëy†Ä „þyàþyöì›y îy îÄîßþiy 
xy›yöì”îû £z!“þ£yöì¢îû ›%¢œ›y˜ þ™ëÅyöìëûîû xyöì† !Šéœ 

!„þ˜yéôôôéíy„þöìœç “þyöì“þ îyˆy!œîû ö„þyöì˜y xî”y˜ îy ßþº#„,þ“þ 
ßþiy˜ !Šéœ !„þ˜y– ~ !˜öìëû !î“þöì„Åþîû xî„þyŸ xyöìŠéÐ îîû‚ £z‚îûy‹ 
Ÿy¢öì˜îû xyöì† îyˆy!œ „þ…˜ç „þ…˜ç ²Ìyhsþ#ëû îy ~öì„þîyöìîû 
ßþiy˜#ëû ²Ì!“þöìîûy•£z †vþüöì“þ ö‰þÜTy „þöìîûöìŠé ›%‡œéôéþ™yàþy˜ ö„þw#ëû 
Ÿ!_«îû !îîû&öìkþéôôôé ö¢£z Ÿ!_«îû x‚Ÿ#”yîû îy ²Ì!“þ!˜!• !£öì¢öìî 
îyˆy!œ “þê„þyœ#˜ xy›œy“þöìsþf ¢y!›œ £öìëûöìŠé !”ÍÔ#öì“þ îy 
x˜Äe– ~›˜ ˜!‹îû þ™yçëûy ”%ÜñîûÐ ~ !î¡ìöìëû x•Äyþ™„þ x›öìœŸ 
!eþ™yàþ#îû ›“þ ßþ™ÜT ç ²Ì!’•y˜öìëy†Ä òòö„þöìwîû ¢öìD îy‚œyîû 
„þœ£ Ö•% xy‹öì„þîû ‡Ýþ˜y ˜ëûÐ îy‚œy ö›ïëÅ îy =® ¢yÁËyöì‹Äîû 
¢öìD ç“þƒöì²Ìy“þ¦þyöìî !›öìŸ ëyëû !˜– ö†ïvþüy!•þ™ ŸŸyBþ îîû‚ vþz_îû 
¦þyîû“þ#ëû ¢yÁËy‹Äîy” ²Ì!“þ£“þ „þöìîû!Šéöìœ˜Ð •›Åþ™yœ ç ö”îþ™yöìœîû 
xy›öìœ îyˆy!œîû ‹ëû !îõþÄéôéþ™îÅ“þ öíöì„þ ßþñõþyîyîû þ™ëÅhsþ ²Ì¢y!îû“þ 
£öìëû!ŠéœÐ xy„þîöìîûîû îD !î‹öìëûîû þ™)öìîÅ !”ÍÔ#éôé¢%œ“þy˜ ç îy‚œyîû 
Ÿy¢öì„þîû ¢Á™„Åþ ²Ì¦%þéôé¦,þ“þÄ îy ¢ÁËyÝþéôé¢y›öìhsþîû ¢Á™„Åþ !Šéœ ˜yÐ 
xyçîûDöì‹öìîîû ›,“%þÄîû þ™îû ›%!ŸÅ”„%þ!œ …¤y ç þ™îûî“Åþ# ˜îyîîûy 
˜y››ye îŸÄ“þy ßþº#„þyîû „þîûöì“þ˜Ðóó

~£z ßþºy“þsþfÄ ç ö„þwŸ!_«îû !îöìîûy!•“þy î‹yëû îûy…öì“þ xîŸÄ£z 
~„þÝþy ßþiy˜#ëû ç ßþºëû‚¢Á™)’Å ²ÌŸy¢˜ îy þ™!îû‰þyœ˜ îÄîßþiy ÷“þ!îû 
„þöìîû !˜öì“þ £öìëû!Šéœ “þê„þyœ#˜ îy‚œyîû îûy‹˜Äî†Åöì„þÐ !„þlsþ ö¢£z 
îÄîßþiy „þ“þ”)îû ¢yšþœÄ îy ßþiy!ëûc öþ™öìëû!Šéœ– “þyîû ö„þyöì˜y ²Ìy›y’Ä 
›)œÄyëû˜ þ™y£z!˜Ð ‹!›”yîû# îy ˜îy!î ö¢öìîûhßþyîû „þ›Å‰þyîû#éôôôé 
!£¢yîîûÇþ„þ– …y‹y!Mþé– ̃ yöìëûîéôé˜y!‹îûéôéö†y›hßþy ‹y“þ#ëû xy›œyéôôôé 
!„þ‚îy ¢y›hsþîûy‹yöì„þ î“Åþ›y˜ xöìíÅ ²ÌŸy¢„þ îœy ëyëû˜y !˜ØþëûÐ 
~î‚ ö„þw#¦)þ“þ– ¢‚‡îkþ ²ÌŸy¢öì˜îû „þyàþyöì›y ~ ö”öìŸ ÷“þ!îû 

²ÌŸy¢öì˜ îyˆy!œ ~„þ!Ýþ þ™%˜!îÅöìî‰þ˜y

”#þ™„þ îû&o

„þîûyîû ‹˜Ä î,!ÝþŸ Ÿy¢˜öì„þ£z ¢%˜y› îy ”%˜Åyöì›îû ¦þy†# £öì“þ £öìî 
xîŸÄ£zÐ

²ÌÙÀ vþzàþöìî– ~£z èþ™!˜öìî!Ÿ„þ ²ÌŸy¢öì˜ îyˆy!œîû ¦)þ!›„þy !„þ 
!Šéœ îy xyöì”ï !Šéœ !„þ ˜yÐ ¦)þ!›„þy ²Ìíöì› ˜y íy„þöìœç “þy 
x!‹Å“þ £öìëû!Šéœ ›y˜!¢„þ“þyîû öîŸ !„þŠ%é îy•y öþ™!îûöìëûÐ xí‰þ– 
„þœ„þy“þy öëöì£“%þ “þ…˜ !Šéœ ö”öìŸîû îûy‹•y˜# ~î‚ vþzF‰þ!ŸÇþy 
“þíy xyíÅéôé¢y›y!‹„þ ¢%öìëy† ç x!•„þy‚Ÿ x˜%„)þœ vþzþ™„þîû’ 
îyˆy!œîû ˜y†yöìœ !Šéœ– ö¢£z þ™!îûöìîöìŸ ²ÌŸy¢öì˜ ²ÌöìîŸ „þöìîû 
¢šþœ îûy‹þ™%îû&¡ì £çëûy !Ÿ!Çþ“þ îyˆy!œîû þ™öìÇþ ö“þ›˜ ”%ƒ¢y•Ä 
!„þŠ%é £îyîû „þíy !Šéœ ̃ yÐ !„þlsþ £z‚öìîûöì‹îû îyˆy!œ !îöìm¡ì x!“þe«› 
„þîûyç …%î ¢£‹ £ëû!˜éôôôé xyîyîû x›öìœŸîyî%îû Ÿîû’yþ™§¬ ££z– 
òòö›„þöìœ ç öÝþÆöì¦þ!œëûyöì˜îû ò˜#œ ö‰þy…çëûyœy !„þöìŸyîûó Sîyˆy!œV 
ëyöì“þ ö„þyöì˜y›öì“þ !¢!¦þœ ¢y!¦Åþöì¢ ˜y ‘%þ„þöì“þ þ™yöìîû “þyîû ‹˜Ä 
‰þyœÅ¢ vþzvþ öíöì„þ ¢œ¢öìî!îûîû ö‰þÜTyîû „þ›ç !Šéœ ˜yÐ ‹˜ œöìîûª 
“þyîû Sîyˆy!œîûV ›öì•Ä ¢y£¢– „þ›ÅŸ!_«– xyd!˜¦ÅþîûŸ#œ“þy …%¤öì‹ 
þ™y˜!˜— îöìœ!Šéöìœ˜– ”%îÅœ ç ¦þ#“%þ ~î‚ þ™yOy!îöì”îû “%þœ˜yëû 
ö›öìëû!œ ~£z ‹y“þöì„þ !˜öìëû „þ# „þîûî xy›îûyÚóó

~ ¢öì_´ç ²Ìí›!”öì„þîû xy£z.!¢.~¢. ö“þy îöìÝþ£z– “þy Šéyvþüy vþy_«yîû– 
£z!O!˜ëûyîû– ¦)þ“þy!_´„þ– „þ!î– ¢y!£!“þÄ„þ– ¢›y‹éôé¢‚ßþñyîû„þ ²Ì•y˜“þ 
îyˆy!œ£z !Šéöìœ˜Ð ~î‚ ¦þyî²Ìî’– ¢£öì‹ vþzöì_!‹“þ– ßþºöì”!Ÿ!²Ìëû 
îyˆy!œ þ™%öìîûyþ™%!îû î,!ÝþŸ ¢yÁËyöì‹Äîû •y›y•îûy ˜y £öìœç !îÙ»hßþ 
òòö„þyœyöìîyöìîûŸ!˜ÞÝþóó £öì“þ ö“þy öþ™öìîû!ŠéœÐ öîy›yîy‹– “þy!„Åþ„þ 
îyˆy!œîû ²ÌŸy¢öì˜ ¢%˜y› £œ îûy‹¦þ_« ç „þ“ÅþîÄþ™îûyëû’ 
!£¢yöìîÐ ~›˜!„þ ö¢£z ¢›öìëûîû ¢sþfy¢– x¢£öìëy†– !îöì”!Ÿ 
¢y›@ùÌ# î‹Å˜ ç ¢Ÿßþf !îöìoyöì£îû ö›y„þy!îœyëû þ™ëÅhsþ îyˆy!œ 
Ÿy¢„þî,¨éôôôéxy£z.!þ™.– xy£z.!¢.~¢. ²Ìyöì”!Ÿ„þ þ™%!œ¢ ›Äy!‹öìßþTÉÝþ 
!˜!îÅöìŸöì¡ìéôôôé îûy‹Ÿ!_«îû ²ÌŸ‚¢y– ö…“þyî öþ™öìœ˜ îý!î•Ð ö„þvþz 
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ö„þvþz öë !m‰þyîû’ „þöìîû˜!˜– ~›˜ ˜ëûéôôôé îyˆy!œ !¢!¦þ!œëûy˜ 
xöì˜öì„þ£z !˜¦,þöì“þ ßþºöì”!Ÿ „þîûöì“þ˜– þ™ÍÔ#éôévþz§¬ëû˜– îÊ“þ‰þyîû# ‹y“þ#ëû 
†àþ˜›)œ„þ „þyëÅe«öì› î¤y•öì“þ ö‰þÜTy „þîûöì“þ˜ ö¢ ë%öì†îû ë%îŸ!_« 
ç ‹y“þ#ëû“þyîû xyöìî†öì„þÐ =îû&¢”ëû ”_– !î˜ëûîûO˜ ö¢˜ ²Ì›%… 
¢›y‹¢öì‰þ“þ˜ ²ÌŸy¢„þ ë%†þ™ê îûy‹Ÿ!_«îû ²Ì!“þ¦)þ ç òþ™Äy: 
!îÊÝþy!˜„þyóîû xyîöì£îû ²Ì“þ#„þ !Šéöìœ˜ !˜ØþëûÐ !î‰þyîûîÄîßþiyîû 
÷˜îÅÄ!_«„þ ”)îûöìc öíöì„þ ö†öìœ˜ ö„þvþz ö„þvþz ¢öì“þw˜yí àþy„%þîû 
öíöì„þ x§¬”yŸBþîû îûyëû xî!•Ð ¢y!£“þÄ– †öìî¡ì’y– £z!“þ£y¢ ‰þ‰Åþyëû 
›öì˜îû „þyöì‹îû m¨µ ö›Ýþyöìœ˜ xöì˜Äîûy Sîûöì›Ÿ‰þw ”_– ö”öìîŸ 
”yŸ– xöìŸy„þ !›e– ˜îöì†yþ™yœ ”y¢VÐ

£z!“þ›öì•Ä– îûy‹•y˜# !”ÍÔ#öì“þ ¢öìîû ëyçëûyîû þ™îû öíöì„þ „þœ„þy“þyîû 
“þíy îy‚œyîû !ŸÇþy– ¢‚†àþ˜ ~î‚ îûy‹Ÿ!_«îû þ™,Ûþöìþ™y¡ì’‹!˜“þ 
=îû&c ç ²Ìy•y˜Ä „þöì› ~œ xî•y!îûöì“þÐ ¢îÅ¦þyîû“þ#ëû ²ÌŸy¢öì˜ 
x˜Ä ²Ìöì”öìŸîû x!•îy¢#îûy xyöì† öíöì„þ£z !Šéöìœ˜éôôôé îyˆy!œîûy 
ö¢…yöì˜ „þ…˜ç …%î öî!Ÿ ²Ì¦þyîŸyœ# !Šéöìœ˜ ˜yéôôôé xyîû !”ÍÔ#îû 
”îûîyöìîû vþz_öìîûîû „þyëûßþi ç ”!Çþöì’îû îÊyáþ’ x˜yëûyöì¢ îyˆy!œ 
îÊyöìáþîû ˜y››ye x!•„þyîûöì„þ xyîûç …yöìÝþy „þöìîû !”öìœ˜Ð öëéôé¢î 
îyˆy!œ !”ÍÔ#öì“þ !Ý¥þöì„þ ö†öìœ˜– “¤þyîûy ²Ìy’þ™öì’ òò!”ÍÔ#çëûyœyóó 
¢y‹öìœ˜– ²Ìyöì”!Ÿ„þ ²ÌŸy¢öì˜ öšþîûyîû ö‰þÜTyç „þîûöìœ˜ ‰þy„þ!îûîû 
ö›ëûy” š%þöìîûyöìœçÐ ö”Ÿ“þÄy†# ~£z •îûöì’îû îyˆy!œ ²ÌŸy¢„þ ç 
“¤þyöì”îû vþz_îû¢)îû#îûy ~…˜ !‰þ_îûO˜ þ™y„Åþ– =îû†¤yç– ̃ ëvþy– myîû„þy– 
÷¢!˜„þ šþyöì›Å ~öì„þîyöìîû öŸ„þvþü†yvþüy îy!¢¨yÐ

¢%“þîûy‚– ßþºy•#˜“þyîû xyöì† îy þ™öìîû ‹y“þ#ëûéôéhßþöìîû Ÿy¢˜îÄîßþiyëû 
îyˆy!œîû xî”y˜ ¢!îöìŸ¡ì ›)œÄîy˜ îy xþ™!îû£yëÅ !Šéœ– 
~›˜ ¦þyîyîû xî„þyŸ „þ›Ð îîû‚ ßþºy•#˜“þyîû þ™îû ö”Ÿ¦þyöì†îû 
þ™!îûöì²Ì!Çþöì“þ îyˆy!œ xy›œyöì”îû ßþºßþiyöì˜ ~„þ ˜“%þ˜ ¦)þ!›„þyëû 
xî“þ#’Å £öì“þ ö”…y ö†œÐ vþzmylßþ !Ÿ!îîû î¢yöì˜y ç ‰þyœyöì˜y– 
îûy“þyîûy!“þ öëy†yöìëy†– …y”Ä ç ¢îûîîûy£ îÄîßþiy ßþiyþ™˜ „þîûy– ~î‚ 
~„þ£z ¢öìD …![þ“þ ö‹œy ç îûy‹Ä ²ÌŸy¢öì˜ „þyëÅ„þy!îû“þy !šþ!îûöìëû 

xy˜yëû îyˆy!œ ²ÌŸy¢„þîûy x¦)þ“þþ™)îÅ ”Çþ“þy ç !î‰þÇþ’“þy ö”…yöìœ˜Ð 
“þ…˜ öíöì„þ£z òe«y£z!¢¢ ›Äyöì˜‹öì›öìrÝþó îyˆy!œîû !îöìŸ¡ì þ™yîû”!ŸÅ“þy 
ßþº#„,þ!“þîû ”y!î îûy…öì“þ þ™yöìîûÐ þ™îûî“Åþ#„þyöìœ ¦þyîû“þ ¢îû„þyîûç ~£z 
!îöìŸ¡ì Çþ›“þyöì„þ „þyöì‹ œy!†öìëûöìŠé !˜öìœyöì…!îû– „%þîû&öìÇþe– ‰þy¨y îy 
”[þ„þyîûöì’ÄÐ ~›˜!„þ xy¨y›yöì˜îû þ™%˜îÅy¢˜ ²Ì„þöìÒçÐ

~„þÝþy „þíy ›öì˜ îûy…y ”îû„þyîûéôôôé ßþºy•#˜“þyîû xyöì† ²ÌŸy¢öì˜îû ›)œ 
„þ“ÅþîÄ xy£z˜éôéŸ,Cœy î‹yëû ç îûy‹ßþº xy”yëû öë›˜ !Šéœ– ö“þ›˜£z 
ßþºy•#˜ ¦þyîûöì“þ ”y!îûoÄ ”)îû#„þîû’– ¢y›y!‹„þ ç xíÅ÷ì˜!“þ„þ ¢y›Ä 
ßþiyþ™˜ ç x˜Äy˜Ä !î„þyŸ›)œ„þ „þ›Å„þyöì[þîû îû*þ™yëû’ ²ÌŸy¢öì˜îû 
›)œ vþzöìjŸÄ £îyîû „þíy !ŠéœÐ „þyëÅ“þ ö”…y ö†œ– 1947éôé~îû 
þ™îûî“Åþ# ”%£z ”Ÿöì„þ þ™!Øþ›îöìD ç x˜Äy˜Ä îûyöì‹Ä „þ‚öì@ùÌ!¢ 
Ÿy¢öì˜ ²ÌŸy¢˜öì„þ îÄî£yîû „þîûy £œ „þyöìëû!› ßþºyöìíÅîû x˜%„)þöìœ£zÐ 
~£z þ™ëÅyöìëû ²ÌŸy¢öì˜îû vþzþ™îû îûy‹÷ì˜!“þ„þ !˜¦Åþîû“þy îyvþüœ ~„þ£z 
„þyîûöì’Ð îy‚œyîû îy£zöìîû îyˆy!œ ²ÌŸy¢„þ ¢ê– ßþ™ÜTî_«y– !˜¦Åþ#„þ 
ç !îÙ»y¢öìëy†Ä– ~›˜ ~„þÝþy £zöì›‹ ÷“þ!îû £œéôôôé vþz_îû– þ™!Øþ›– 
þ™)îÅ ç ›•Ä¦þyîûöì“þ îûy‹˜#!“þ„þîûy îyˆy!œ x!šþ¢yîûöì”îû ö”…öì“þ 
œy†öìœ˜ ¦þëûéôé¢¾› !›!×“þ ö‰þyöì…Ð xyîû– !î•y˜‰þw îy ²Ìš%þÍÔ 
ö¢öì˜îû xy›öìœ ²Ìyëû ¢î vþzF‰þþ™”ßþi îyˆy!œ xy›œyîûy Çþ›“þy¢#˜ 
îûy‹÷ì˜!“þ„þ ”öìœîû x!¦þ²Ìyöìëûîû ¢öìD !˜öì‹öì”îû ‹!vþüöìëû 
öšþœöìœ˜Ð xy›œy“þöìsþfîû ö„þyöì˜y hßþöìîû£z „þ‚öì@ùÌ!¢öì”îû ²Ì“þÄÇþ 
!îîû&kþy‰þyîû „þîûöì“þ ö”…y ö†œ ˜y …%î öî!Ÿ „þyvþzöì„þÐ
~£z ¢›ëû„þyîû ²ÌŸy¢öì˜îû ßþºîû*þ™ ~„þÝ%þ î%öìGþ !˜öì“þ £öìîÐ 
1941éôé42éôé~îû þ™îû xy£z.!¢.~¢. ç xy£z.!þ™. ~£z ”%!Ýþ ¢öìîÅyF‰þ 
¢y!¦Åþöì¢îû ‹˜Ä ²Ì!“þöìëy!†“þy›)œ„þ þ™îû#Çþy ç xhsþ¦Å)þ!_« îõþ 
£öìëû ö†œÐ ö”Ÿ¦þy† ç ßþºy•#˜“þyîû ›%öì…y›%!… ~öì¢ ö”…y ö†œ– 
²ÌŸy¢öì˜ !îhßþîû š¤þy„þ– xöì˜öì„þ “¤þyöì”îû òö£yöì›ó– xíÅyê £z‚œÄyöì[þ 
!šþöìîû ö†öìŠé˜– xöì˜öì„þ „þöìîûöìŠé˜ þ™”“þÄy†Ð xí‰þ– þ™%˜îÅy¢˜ 
²Ì¦,þ!“þ xyþ™ê„þyœ#˜ îÄîßþiy ̃ y „þîûöìœç ̃ ëûéôôôé š¤þy„þ ¦þîûyöì“þ xy˜y 
£œ ë%kþöìšþîû“þ òçëûyîû !îûe%«Ýþó ç x˜Ä öþ™Ÿy öíöì„þ òößþ™ŸÄyœ 
!îûe%«ÝþóÐ 1948 xî!•– ë“þ!”˜ ˜y þ™îû#Çþy !˜öìëû xyöì†îû ›öì“þy 
„,þ“þ# ²Ì!“þöìëy†#öì”îû ‰þy„þ!îûöì“þ xy˜y ö†œ– “þ“þ!”˜ ~£z ¢î 
þ™¤y‰þ!›öìŸ!œ xy†lsþ„þöì”îû !”öìëû „þy‹ ‰þyœyöì“þ £œÐ îœy îyýœÄ– 
~¤îûy “þ…˜„þyîû îûy‹˜#!“þ„þöì”îû þ™Šéöì¨îû ›y˜%¡ì£z !Šéöìœ˜ ~î‚ 
“¤þyöì”îû !”öìëû ²Ìy„äþéôéßþºy•#˜“þy ë%öì†îû ¢y›hsþ²Ìíy “þíy !ßþi“þyîßþiy 
î‹yëû îûy…y ¢£‹ £œÐ „þy†öì‹ „þœöì› ¦)þ!› î^ùÝþ˜– ‹!›”y!îû 
vþzöìFŠé”– þ™Mþéyöìëû“þ ²Ìíy– vþz§¬ëû˜ îÏöì„þîû ²Ìî“Åþ˜ £œ– ×!›„þ x!•„þyîû 
ßþº#„,þ“þ £œ– !„þlsþ ö‹y“þ”yîû– öî˜y›”yîû– !›œéôé›y!œ„þöì”îû ßþºyíÅ£z 
î£yœ îû£zœ ²ÌŸy¢öì˜îû ¢y£yöìëÄ îy xîöì£œyëûÐ

˜“%þ˜ ë%öì†îû þ™yŸ „þîûy xy£z.~.~¢.– xy£z.!þ™.~¢ ë%î„þöì”îû 
!˜öìëû !îþ™öì” þ™vþüöìœ˜ ö˜“þyéôé›sþf# xöì˜öì„þ£zÐ †“þ Ÿ“þy·#îû 

²Ìí›!”öì„þîû xy£z.!¢.~¢. ö“þy îöìÝþ£z– “þy 
Šéyvþüy vþy_«yîû– £z!O!˜ëûyîû– ¦)þ“þy!_´„þ– 
„þ!î– ¢y!£!“þÄ„þ– ¢›y‹éôé¢‚ßþñyîû„þ ²Ì•y˜“þ 
îyˆy!œ£z !Šéöìœ˜Ð ~î‚ ¦þyî²Ìî’– ¢£öì‹ 
vþzöì_!‹“þ– ßþºöì”!Ÿ!²Ìëû îyˆy!œ þ™%öìîûyþ™%!îû 
î,!ÝþŸ ¢yÁËyöì‹Äîû •y›y•îûy ˜y £öìœç !îÙ»hßþ 
òòö„þyœyöìîyöìîûŸ!˜ÞÝþóó £öì“þ ö“þy öþ™öìîû!ŠéœÐ
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þ™MþéyŸéôé¡ìyöìÝþîû ”Ÿöì„þ ßþºëû‚ !î•y˜îyî%îû ²Ì¢y”²Ìy® ~›.~œ.~óöì„þ 
ö„þy›öìîû ”!vþü öî¤öì• îûyhßþyëû ˜y›yöì˜y– öî˜y›# ‹!›îû ›y!œ„þy˜yîû 
“þy!œ„þyëû ›sþf#öì”îû ˜y› ö‘þy„þyöì˜yîû „þ#!“Åþ ö”…yöìœ˜ “þ…˜„þyîû 
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This article is an edited version of a talk delivered at the Ramakrishna Mission Institute of Culture, Gol Park, 
Kolkata on 25 August, 2017. It is based on the transcript prepared from the recording made by the Institute.  

Let us Link History and Science 
Let us take a typical social science like history 
and try to understand it from the angle of some 
physical science, say,  physics or chemistry. 
This is difficult to think of as all that most of 
us remember of our encounters with history 
as a subject in school and college is rather 
discouraging.  We were made to think of history 
as an exercise in remembering the deeds of 
kings, emperors, leaders and challengers. It 
appeared more concerned about dates — of war 
and peace and of major events and who won 
or who lost. Traditional approaches to history, 
therefore, hardly go beyond this and rarely 
ever explain how scientific and technological 
breakthroughs and advancements impacted 
society. Many more would have been attracted 
to the subject had it narrated how the advent 
of technology at each stage changed not only 
our values and world-views but also our very 
existence. We normally come against an instant 
mental block when we try to link history with 
science, as we are trained to treat them as 
two different worlds — as belonging to two 
completely separate domains. At the school 
and college level we are, of course, told about 
the ‘Copper Age’ or the ‘iron age’ but we are 
hardly ever told how succeeding technologies 
or ‘improved metals’ actually changed the 

Looking Differently at Ancient Indian 
History  — From a Scientific Angle

JAWHAR SIRCAR

The topic which I have chosen to speak 
today seeks to bridge, to some extent, 
the ever-increasing gulf between the 

social sciences and the physical sciences. As 
academic disciplines improve their coverage 
and become more organised, more systematic 
and reach higher levels of understanding 
of reality in their own different ways, they 
become more and more exclusive. They begin 
to speak in languages that arise out of the 
requirement of their own disciplines without 
realising that their lexicon is hardly understood 
by anyone else who is not a part of their 
limited domain. Therefore, we find that it is 
extremely difficult to put two specialists from 
two different disciplines together and expect 
them to open up a meaningful conversation. 
Within the disciplines, too, more and more 
fragmentation occurs and very narrow 
domains of specialisation emerge, which makes 
communication extremely difficult even within 
the same discipline — as each specialist really 
knows so little about the others’ specialisation. 
This is why it is imperative for at least a few 
to connect the dots generated by separate 
findings and to keep trying to forge some 
degree of meaningful communication among 
these walled disciplines, to achieve a better 
understanding of reality.
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very face of civilisations. We come to know 
only bits and pieces of how science impacted 
history — like how the invention of the steam 
engine spurred the industrial revolution in 
Europe. But how many know, for instance, 
that improvements in the technology of iron 
actually resulted in the spread of the Mauryan 
empire? 

As a result, the style of teaching history to 
which all of us are exposed in our early years, 
one that only recounted dates and events, 
usually ends up in being very uninteresting. 
For most students, it is just too boring. In fact, 
I had carefully avoided studying history even 
though I had decided to study a social science 
for my graduation as I felt that studying history 
was just too stuffy. It appeared to be confined 
only to past incidents and of persons who are 
dead and gone, and appeared unconcerned 
with the exciting and problematic present and 
could not care much about the enigmatic future. 
Historians did not really strain to change these 
early impressions as they were busy writing for 
each other’s consumption — not for us — and 
seemed to revel in their own world of the past. 
It was only after I left the university and had 
taken up a demanding job that I began to read 
history in my spare time, on my own terms. 
It was only then that I began to see the links 
between technology and civilisations — and 
soon succumbed to the charms of history. My 
official task was very time consuming but it 
was either full of intense pressures and tension 
(as when facing law and order problems, every 

day) or very mentally-debilitating (when 
tackling excessively rule-bound locked minds 
and complicated bureaucratic procedures). 
It was during these days that I found history 
and social anthropology to be fascinating 
distractions or alternatives and they did help 
me understand social behaviour and political 
structures that I was immersed in. In fact, I 
became so seriously engrossed in these subjects 
that I took to burning midnight oil for several 
years, after very tiring days in office or in 
public affairs, and earned my Masters degrees 
in them, on my own. It is from this belated 
love for the subjects that I shall try to explain 
to you — in my own non-historian’s language 
— some interesting linkages between scientific 
breakthroughs, especially in metallurgy, and 
the corresponding developments in Indian 
history. Unless we learn to appreciate how 
each of the major phases of our history was 
influenced by the prevailing state of technology, 
the two worlds will remain separate and even 
antagonistic to each other. 

Inserting Harappan Civilisation into Indian History
As there are many phases of Indian history, 
I will restrict myself to the  three of the early 
stages of historical development in India, 
namely, the Harappan, the Aryan or Vedic, 
and the Mauryan. It is my first submission 
that if Indians had not mastered theoretical 
and practical physics in developing accurate 
measurement systems, it would not have been 
possible for them to create or sustain the Indus 
Valley or the Harappan civilization for almost 
2500 years. It was only after we understood 
the purport of the discovery of this civilisation 
in the late 1950s could we claim the honour of 
being one of the three oldest civilizations in 
the world — a distinction that belonged only 
on Egypt and Mesopotamia till then. There is a 
fourth civilization that is given equal antiquity 
and that is the Chinese one, even though it came 
up some seven-eight hundred years later. Until 
the Harappan civilisation on the Indus Valley 
entered our text books around 1960, all of us 

We were made to think 
of history as an exercise in 
remembering the deeds of 
kings, emperors, leaders and 
challengers. It appeared more 
concerned about dates — of 
war and peace and of major 
events and who won or who lost.
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firmly believed that the Indian civilization had 
really begun with the invasion by the Aryans 
sometime in the second millennium before the 
present era. We shall discuss a little later how 
text books were changed but what is more 
important is once the dates of Mohenjo-Daro 
and Harappa were confirmed, the beginning 
of India’s history was pushed back by almost 
two thousand years. The start of the Harappan 
civilization is usually taken as 3300 BC and it 
lasted till about 1300 BC. Incidentally, these dates 
are not negotiable as these are not determined 
by any particular government, though certain 
groups of ideologues do often try to tamper 
with history to suit their own world-views. But 
history has to be tested like all other sciences on 
the anvil of truth orempiricism.

As mentioned, students who studied Indian 
history even in the late 1950s were not taught 
about the Harappan civilisation. Though 
Harappa was first ‘sighted’ in the middle 
of the 19th century, early excavations began 
much later, in 1921. But it was Mohenjo-Daro’s 
exciting discovery in 1922 that stole the show 
at that time. The report of the archeological 
excavation prepared by Rakhal Das Banerji was 
accepted by the-then Director General, John 
Marshall rather late and it took quite some time 
to factor in the findings from the excavations 
in both Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa before 
the ‘Indus Valley’ or ‘Harappan’ civilisation 
was admitted into Indian history. I am  fond 
of collecting old history books and reading up 
what I can procure — just to get a feel of what 
was actually admitted as and believed to be 
history in those decades. I checked up the 1958 
edition of the Oxford History of India — a very 
standard text book for school students that 
was originally written by Vincent Smith and 
revised by Percival Spear. Strangely, I found 
no mention of the Indus Valley or Harappan 
civilisation, even though it was Mortimer 
Wheeler who had assisted Spear in updating 
the facts about ‘early Indian history’. This 
was extremely interesting because Mortimer 
Wheeler was certainly more aware than anyone 
else of the ‘new civilisation’ as he had led the 

major excavation in Harappa in 1946 as the 
Director General of the Archeological Survey 
of India (ASI). It is rather odd, therefore, that 
he made no mention of the great discovery of 
the Harappan civilisation as late as 1958. In any 
case, once it was admitted into the history text 
books of colleges and universities, the Indus 
Valley or Harappan civilisation ranked as the 
first phase of India’s history and was juxtaposed 
before the Vedic period as the first chapter in 
history books.

Mehergarh Precedes Harappan Civilisation
Returning to the significance of Harappan and 
the other three civilisations that are referred to 
as the Copper Age or Chalcolithic ones, we see 
how the use of copper had distinguished them 
from the rest of humanity in all other parts of 
the world. Most of the latter were in different 
stages of stone-age technology. All the four 
great ancient civilisations were also known as 
hydraulic civilizations as they were dependent 
on rivers — that they had managed to control 
and utilise this priceless water resource. The 
point is, why did this advancement take place 
only in these four areas of the world? Why is 
it that the Indus Valley was so far  ahead of 
Europe? We may use their colonial language on 
them by saying that the‘natives’of Europe were 
then stuck in a more primitive stage of human 
growth, i.e., the Neolithic one or in the early 
Chalcolithic stages that were characterised by 
small village and farming communities. They 
could not even dream of the urban civilizations 
like Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa and western 
and northern Europe were still very much in 
their cave-dwelling and animal-skin existence.

Be that as it may, in order to understand the 
Indus Valley Civilisation that began around 
3300 B.C., we need to go back by another 3,000 
years— to 6500 B.C. which is around 8,500 
years from today. Not too many people have 
heard of the discovery at Mehergarh and there 
has not been sufficient public discussions on 
it and nor have history textbooks rooted it 
firmly in our minds. But  those who are in the 
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profession of history and archeology are aware 
of the archeological site called Mehergarh 
near the Bolan Pass or modern-day Quetta in 
Baluchistan, in present-day Pakistan. This is 
regarded as the cradle of Indian civilization and 
it was discovered only in 1974 by a group of 
archeologists under the leadership of a French 
couple— Jean-Francois and Catherine Jarrige. 
They worked in two phases and it was only 
after the second phase that ended in 2000 A.D. 
could the French exploration team establish 
that this Mehergarh was indeed the precursor 
of the great Indus Valley Civilisation. Naturally, 
books about Mehergarh started  coming up only 
in the last few years. We have  to  understand 
one scientific fact — that Stone Age civilizations 
tended to be located in rocky areas because the 
main source of strength of man lay in the use 
of stones or lithos. This is why we refer to them 
as Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic — all 
-lithic ages that were characterised by more 
and more skilful use of stones. In other words, 
they avoided river valleys, though they needed 
some clean water to survive. They tried to stay 
clear of areas infested with swamps, forests, 
and high grass where rhinoceros and other 
wild animals lived. The same mighty river 
that we came to worship later was then quite a 
dreaded zone.

The Bolan Pass is in a rocky region and quite 
near Hinglaj, one of the toughest among the 
Shakta pilgrimages, and from there, the Indus 
river is not very far away. It is in this Mehergarh 
region that a group of humans came out of the 
earlier phase of depending only on hunting-
gathering that required mainly the adroit use of 
flints, blades and needles, to which their fingers 
and their brains had developed to a great 
extent. This is the area in which we find the old 
lithic civilizations of India transforming into 
animal herding civilisations. That means that 
man could escape from his total dependence 
upon animals he killed, for food, clothing, 
bone instruments and so on. The Mehergarh 
animal-herders did not have to kill animals 
all the time — they had learnt to domesticate 
many of them. The animal was no more their 

enemy or prey but their servant. From that 
animal-rearing pastoral stage, the inhabitants 
moved on to agriculture and if we are ever 
asked which is the first spot in the Indian 
subcontinent from where agriculture began, 
we can point unhesitatingly to Mehergarh. This 
culture not only saw the first domestication of 
animals, but it also witnessed the domestication 
of other crops, almost a thousand years later. It 
is this ‘cradle’ that reveals the different stages 
of growth of our ancestors.  

But what is more important is that it leads us to 
the next stage — from an isolated agricultural 
civilization to a sprawling and wondrous 
urban civilization that the ancient world had 
hardly seen, except in Egypt and Mesopotamia. 
Mehergarh displays the whole sequence of how 
this Neolithic settlement began with animal 
herding, moved on to the early agriculture 
— the first in the subcontinent of India and 
subsequently gave birth to the mature urban 
civilization of Mohenjo-Daro, Harappa and 
other towns. Why did it happen? Why it did not 
happen in Bengal or in other parts? This is the 
point we need to understand. It is fascinating 
to go through the evidence of scientific and 
technological advancements that were made 
during the journey of history. It began with the 
hunter-gatherer; it then moved to the animal 
herder; then to the agriculturist and finally to 
the urban civilisation along the Indus Valley. 

It is fascinating to go through 
the evidence of scientific and 
technological advancements 
that were made during the 
journey of history. It began with 
the hunter-gatherer; it then 
moved to the animal herder; 
then to the agriculturist and 
finally to the urban civilisation 
along the Indus Valley.
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Scientific Advancement in Mehergarh
One can only imagine what a phenomenal 
pooling of scientific knowledge and 
technological innovations must have come 
together to produce a civilisation like the 
Harappan, that was essentially urban based 
was huge — its core area spread over more 
than a thousand kilometres in length, and its 
width could vary from three to four hundred 
to seven or eight hundred kilometres. And to 
be its precursor, Mehergarh had obviously 
to reach a very high level of scientific 
advancement. To give an example, we note 
how surprised  scientists were to discover 
evidence of advanced dentistry in the form of 
eleven drilled molar crowns in nine skeletons 
that were as old as 8,000 years. It proved that 
the world’s first proto-dentistry was practised 
here and a Western scientific journal, Nature, 
actually declared in its April 2006 issue that 
Mehergarh was indeed the oldest and the first 
Neolithic evidence of dentistry in the whole 
world. This is only the tip of the iceberg. We 
can deduce from archeological evidence how 
scientific knowledge had been harnessed in a 
systematic mannerin Mehergarh, and how it 
had been applied in the technology of other 
applications in this particular civilisation. We 
have come across furnaces, ceramics, glazed 
pottery and sophisticated firing techniques that 
are as old as 4500 B.C. But we also find that 
by 3500 B.C., that is to say, exactly a thousand 
years later, the quality of products and the 
intricacy of designs seemed to have suffered. 
The reasons were mass production of items 
and the movement away from stone and stone-
earth-based ceramics and from terracotta to 
metals. This marks the beginning of the metal 
age. Hence we find technologies here included 
stone and copper drills, up-draft skills (when 
the draft is pushed upward to capture the heat 
near the neck of chimney of large pit-kilns) and 
copper melting crucibles.

In Mehergarh there is also evidence of 
manufacturing activity based on metals, such 
as artefacts, implements, and items of daily use. 

It is here that we get two recorded evidence 
of being the first site in the world to use the 
metallurgical technique of cire perdue — the 
lost wax process. Much of our bronze and other 
casting work in India and in many parts of the 
world is still done by this ‘lost wax’ method. In 
Bengal and in central India the Dhokra artists 
use this technique where the moulds for metal 
pots are first made on a cast made of earth and 
plaster material. The designs and carvings that 
are visualised are all made on it at this stage on 
the dummy mould.  Then wax is put over the 
worked-out mould, and then a second layer of 
earth is put over this wax coating. When finally, 
hot molten metal is poured into the entire cast 
through a hole on the top, it just melts away the 
wax and it takes on the space that lies between 
the outer and inner moulds, both of which are 
broken once the metal cools. The metal pot 
that emerges naturally has all the carvings and 
other design impressions that the wax layer 
had. This whole process of metal work is called 
cire perdue in French and adopted in English as 
the ‘lost wax procedure’. It is one of the world’s 
oldest metallurgical techniques, and it means 
a lot as it was first found in Mehergarh. This 
discovery came from a 6,000-year-old wheel-
shaped unalloyed copper amulet. The amulet 
itself will explain to you how science and 
superstition had gone hand in hand — as does 
even today. In India, we must have learned to 
live with both science and superstition from 
this earliest phase of our history. 

How Science & Technology Sustained 
Harappan Civilisation 
A vast city-based civilisation like the Harappan 
(3300-1300 BCE) that arose out of the 
achievements of Mehergarh (7000-2500 BCE) 
has often astounded historians, archeologists, 
anthropologists and even scientists. In its 
heydays, this civilisation had a population 
of over five million inhabitants, which is an 
astounding number in those days. Harappan 
civilisation was actually among the rare ones 
in the world where scientific techniques were 
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devised as early as 3000 BC to produce intricate 
hand-crafted carnelian products and seal 
carvings, in addition to a host of other items of 
daily use and recreation. Their incidentally, the 
seals used for trade, decorated with carvings 
of animals and mythical beings, indicate that 
Harappan cities conducted thriving trade 
with lands as far away as Mesopotamia. Indus 
Valley cities improved upon the technology of 
metallurgy of Mehergarh and it is clear that 
they made extensive use of copper, bronze, lead 
and tin. These cities are remarkable for their 
urban planning, baked brick houses, elaborate 
drainage systems, water supply systems, and 
clusters of large non-residential buildings 
— all of which point to the commendable 
advancements made in so many sciences. The 
profusion of toys that was found in the cities 
and the fact that there are very few weapons 
of war are evidence of peace and prosperity. 
Those who wonder how such a superior urban 
civilization as in Harappa suddenly appeared 
in around 3300 B.C. need to understand that it 
was not sudden at all as its feeder cultures like 
Mehergarh were already evolving and moving 
ahead towards this reality for 3,000 years.

Recent studies have proved that in the 
Harappan civilization people were not 
voracious consumers of rice or wheat like most 
of the people of India. For a civilization to have 
one or more towns or cities meant that all those 
who dwelt away from agriculture would need 
to be fed by the rural, agricultural communities. 
So, town-based civilizations would normally 
come up only after the arrival of iron, because 
iron-tipped ploughs were capable of generating 
surplus food that could then feed non-farm, 
town-centric people. Until the arrival of iron 
in the first millennium BC, every person had 
to play a role in agriculture as wooden tipped 
ploughs barely produced enough to feed only 
those who lent their hand in farming operations. 
The question now is: how did a Copper Age 
civilization feed townsmen as copper could not 
be put onto the tip of the plough? To produce 
agricultural surpluses with Copper-Age 

technology was surely difficult but the very 
existence of Mohenjodaro, Harappa, Lothal 
and other Harappan towns proves that it was 
possible. This was done by a combination of 
diet, agronomic practices, skilful use of water, 
using cattle to move ploughs and by utilising 
wheel-based and copper-tipped auxiliary 
agricultural implements. Recent studies prove 
that the Harappan people consumed dry 
staples that they had begun to eat at Mehergarh 
— like barley, oats, jowar, bajra and other crops 
that required minimal doses of water.

The surmise we arrive at from this is that their 
interaction with the mighty Indus river was 
limited to transportation and not linked to 
agriculture. The Indus river was always feared 
for its floods. By choosing dry-zone crops, they 
were not at the mercy of the river and clearly 
preferred ‘culturally accepted’ food that was 
conditioned during the neolithic and early 
chalcolithic existence, in a less-fertile dry area. 
They did have some wheat, but wheat was not 
central to their diet. It was like our soya. Let us 
not forget that the Harappan civilization made 
extensive use of animals and the toy bullock-carts 
we find these are an exact replica or prototype 
of our standard Indian one that we have used 
for so many millennia. It speaks volumes about 
the management of water, agronomic inputs, 
copper, brass and stone implements that they 
made use of in the pre-iron Copper Age to 
produce reasonable agricultural surpluses to 
feed those who did not till the land. These were 
urban-settled classes like craftsmen, traders, 
dealers, priests, intellectuals, administrators, 
soldiers and sailors and, of course, the ‘other 
thinking classes’ that included scientists and 
technologists. 
The latter were the ones who devised how 
loads and buildings were to be built and how 
water was to flow in and how waste materials 
were to drain away. Very few of us know 
that the world’s first home toilet, commonly 
known as the commode, was found here in 
Harappa. It was designed to flush out human 
refuse scientifically by using gradient and 
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gravity and we wonder what happened to 
such advanced toilet facilities and habits in 
later periods of Indian history — when the 
culture of defecation degenerated in India. In 
fact, the ancient Indus systems of sewerage and 
drainage that were developed and used in cities 
throughout the region were far more advanced 
than any found in contemporary urban sites 
in Egypt and Mesopotamia — and this could 
only happen when science and technology had 
reached new heights in that age. We hardly 
refer to these marvels of engineering — while 
Europeans simply cannot stop going into 
raptures about the Roman system of aqueducts 
that were constructed three thousand years 
later in the fully-blossomed ‘iron age’.  We 
hardly ever ponder and discuss how major 
public buildings like town granaries, massive 
citadels and public baths were constructed and 
maintained in an age when implements and 
techniques had to be improvised from wood, 
stone, copper and brass — without the benefit of 
steel. This class made life easier by factoring in 
science into the scheme of things and they were 
surely rewarded by the Harappans — whose 
civilisation was so dependent on their towns 
and in trading activities. The planners, scientists 
and administrators of Harappan civilisation 
surely managed to devise perfect systems of 
food procurement, food management, storage 
and distribution to survive for two thousand 
years and more. This is evidenced in the grain 
storage facilities and the plentiful remains of 
food that have been found in the houses — 
which indicates that there was no shortage.

Earliest Instruments to Measure 
However, to excel in trade and commodity 
management one needs measurement and 
measuring instruments. Archaeologists have 
found a series of weights in bundles, not just in 
one place, but in all the Harappan cities. These 
weights also had perfect similarity between 
each unit which indicates a rare degree of 
perfection in applied metrology. The first 
and accurate measurement scale in the whole 
world has been found in Lothal, a part of the 

Harappan civilisation. This first ‘ruler’ with 
precise demarcation of linear measurement has 
been found here and it is dated to 2400 B.C. 
The smallest division, approximately 1.6 mm, 
was marked on an ivory scale found in Lothal, 
a prominent Indus Valley city in the modern 
Indian state of Gujarat. It stands as the smallest 
division ever recorded on a Bronze Age scale. 
In his book, The Measure of All Things:  The Story 
of Man and Measurement published in 2007, 
Ian Whitelaw notes that this ruler is divided 
into units corresponding to 1.32 inches or 
33.5 millimetres, and these are marked out in 
decimal subdivisions with amazing accuracy to 
within 0.005 of an inch. That means that they 
had a ‘master ruler’ on the basis of which they 
could calibrate and compare these markings. 
Ancient bricks found throughout the region 
were absolutely uniform in size — which, again, 
proves the progress of science and technology 
some five thousand years ago — and their 
dimensions corresponded exactly to these units 
of measurement. In fact, it is very interesting 
that these units match the indigenous Indian 
unit called angulam. This measure is found 
not only in Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro — it 
continued throughout the history of India in 
our ‘native architecture’ all the way up to the 
Islamic period. The angulam as a measure in 
Indian architecture ended only when the British 
systems of measurements was thrust on us.

The Vedic Age & Problem of Material 
Civilisation 
The next historical stage that we will discuss 
is usually called the Vedic Age that was 
dominated by the so-called Aryans who spoke 
Sanskrit and composed the Rig Veda. It is dated 
from 1500 B.C.to around 600 B.C. and our 
problem here is to locate the contribution of 
science and technology. The literary text, the Rig 
Veda, is surely a superb literary composition 
though it hardly follows any clear linear path, 
but it hardly describes the material side of this 
civilisation. It was composed by a very literate 
class, possibly for an enlightened group but to 
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consider it as the definitive text that dominated 
the life of all Indians during the period of 
nine hundred years of its purported ‘sway’ is 
difficult to digest. This would require a lot more 
of historical and scientific proof than we have at 
present. It did not, for instance, endear itself to 
the people of India beyond the Punjab region, 
where the Rig Vedic Aryans were located then. 
What this means is that most people living in 
the subcontinent of India neither understood it 
nor really cared about it — but Indian history is 
fixated on this narrative. As hinted, we are not 
even sure how many among the cattle-rearing 
group of so-called Aryans were really capable 
of understanding a complex oral text or really 
interested in esoteric philosophy. Besides, what 
was its corresponding material civilisation and 
its state of scientific knowledge? 

In any case, historians have raised the point 
whether it is appropriate to call the entire 
period as Vedic as the Aryans definitely 
constituted a small minority, and their influence 
was  geographically restricted to just fifteen to 
twenty per cent of India’s land mass. So how 
can we attribute the entire historical stage of 
the whole of the subcontinent to one text or 
the way of life or world views of one superior 
minority as the civilization of all of India at 
that time? There are proofs of the existence 
of several other contemporary civilizations 
in India many of which were technologically 
more advanced. These are issues that standard 
histories do not like to touch as it destabilises 
the comfortable existing narrative. But there 

are people like us who just have to raise these 
disturbing questions. Besides, were the Aryans 
really invincible? If we take their own evidence 
stated in the Puranas, we come across stories 
of how the Rakshasas and Daityas frequently 
captured Indraloka (the abode of Indra and 
the gods), and how they drove away the 
Aryaputras. The mighty Aryans had then to 
seek the intervention of some superior force — 
a super god or a great goddess. The Puranas 
also mention mythical sages like Shukràchàrya, 
who were the gurus of the anti-Aryan forces 
and were masters or technology. Sanskrit 
texts frequently mention that Rakshasas often 
had weapons and powers that were definitely 
superior to the ones that the Aryans possessed. 
These are just apocryphal references to the 
constant wars between the indigenous people 
of India who were hopelessly fragmented into 
small tribes and the better-organised invaders 
who had iron to slash their defences and the 
horse to ride over them.  

While there is no doubt about the superiority of 
the Sanskrit language and the philosophy that 
is embedded in the Rig Veda, there are strong 
doubts about the contribution of the Aryans to 
the material civilisation of India. In fact, we note 
a perceptible movement backwards, — from the 
highly urban civilisation of the Harappans to 
the rural-pastoral culture of the Aryans. We find 
it strange that there is no archeological stage in 
the history of India that is branded as ‘Aryan’ or 
‘Vedic’, even though before and after this phase 
we get other archeological phases like the 
Harappan, Mauryan, Kushàna or Sunga that 
are denoted by the ruling class. The Harappans 
or Mauryas left their indelible stamps on 
their material civilisations, through their 
contribution to art, architecture, pottery, crafts, 
techniques, colours and many other aspects. 
We do not get any such or corresponding items 
that are known to be representing the culture 
of the Vedic people or the Aryans. We have no 
Aryan style of art, sculpture or architecture. The 
main problem with historians and ideologues 
is that they do not want to come to terms with 

While there is no doubt about 
the superiority of the Sanskrit 
language and the philosophy 
that is embedded in the Rig 
Veda, there are strong doubts 
about the contribution of the 
Aryans to the material civilisation 
of India.
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our real history and declare that there is really 
very little by way of a material civilisation left 
behind by the Aryans — because it militates 
against what they have been taught. We hardly 
ever raise the issue of degradation in terms of 
material culture and of science and technology 
during the Vedic period. We are so dazzled by 
just one bright text of a small minority that we 
fail to notice how we moved downwards from 
a superior world of international commerce of 
the Harappan phase to we reach a phase when 
cattle and cow-sheds become the centre of life, 
and the most important source of wealth. In 
fact, an entire genealogy is based on cattle or 
gotra, meaning ‘from the same cowshed’.

Pottery During That Period 
However, archaeologists have categorized two 
types of pottery found in regions inhabited by 
the Aryans as  BRW and PGW, or Black and 
Red Ware and Printed Grey Ware, though they 
do not directly attribute it to the Aryans. The  
first, namely the BRW pottery represents the 
early Iron Age culture of North India, dated 
roughly between the 12th and the 9th centuries 
BC, which overlaps with the Vedic period, i.e. 
three to four hundred years after the Aryans 
appeared in Indian history — when we note 
how a pastoral civilisation was trying to learn 
some agriculture as well. When we can admire 
this ‘journey’ from the cow to the plough, we 
are actually referring to the second agricultural 
economy when farming started occupying the 
centre-stage once again, some four millennia 
after the story of Indian agriculture began in 
Mehergarh. These are the fascinating ups and 
downs of history where we witness how its 
forward and backward movements take place 
among people in the same broad geographical 
area. 

The second type of pottery of this period is 
known as the PGW (Printed Grey Ware) and it 
began around the same time, in 12th century. 
But it appeared in full bloom only after the 
Aryans and their mixed groups had presumably 

crossed the Yamuna in large numbers, between 
the 9th and 6th centuries B.C. The archeological 
remains of PGW also indicate the domestication 
of horse, an animal that is hardly seen in the 
Indus Valley period, and also to the frequent 
use of iron. In fact, the Aryan victories which 
ultimately took place was not due to a superior 
language or not even because they surely had a 
more organized system of thinking and culture. 
It was largely because of the use of iron and the 
horse that simply over-powered the indigenous 
stone-age or copper-age civilisations of India. It 
was something similar to the hegemony of the 
white Americans over the Inca, Aztec and other 
native civilizations that were inferior in terms 
of warfare and fire-power. The archeological 
remains associated with this Painted Grey Ware  
also indicate domestication and we find that 
Ahichatra in Bareilly district of U.P. is the most 
important site that is on the Gangetic plains.

We must remember that the Gangetic plains 
were thickly forested and full of rivers and 
swamps till the middle of the first millennium 
BC. Historians generally believe that it was 
during the mature stage of the Iron Age that iron 
and fire were used to slash and burn through 
these forests and clear the Ganga-Yamuna 
region. Romila Thapar calls this slash-and-
burn philosophy, when the Aryans moved in 
from the terai that was less inhabited and then 
moved downwards. They went along the river, 
killing or capturing people and animals who 
inhabited the river and swamp areas. Coming 
to technology, we must admit that no Copper 
Age civilization could have captured the 
Gangetic belt that was heavily forested. So we 
had to wait for the arrival of iron which started 
in 1000 B.C. and reached maturity around 
600 B.C. Without iron and without the new 
lands and people of the Ganga basin that were 
brought under ‘Aryandom’, there would have 
been no true Indian civilisation. When I was in 
Delhi, I was fond of saying that India does not 
begin from either the Khyber Pass or the Bolan 
Pass or even from the Indus and Punjab. India 



115

2018-2019

begins after we cross the Nizamuddin bridge 
over the Yamuna and enter the Gangetic plains. 
That is where the crucible of Indian thought 
and philosophy was developed and from 
where it spread. The Janapadas or kingdoms that 
came up in the Gangetic plains dominated the 
landscape with iron swords and iron weapons. 
They were actually the result of scientific and 
metallurgical advancements— when Iron Age 
Aryans on horseback subjugated the primarily 
Copper Age culture of the indigenous Indians. 
It were the defeated indigenous Indians who 
were called dànavas, ràkshasas, pishàcas, dàsas 
and so on. Genetic sciences have proved that 
most Indians have predominantly the blood 
of the defeated people, with just a dash of so-
called ‘Aryan’ genes — which is irrespective of 
which caste we refer to. 

Iron Age Impacts Agriculture & Society 
We had briefly touched upon agriculture in the 
Copper Age earlier but when the metallurgy of 
the Iron Age introduced iron-tipped ploughs 
and implements, agriculture went through 
a quantum leap. Not only was it possible to 
cultivate more areas and tougher soil swith 
lesser effort, it was also possible to free large 
parts of the population from agriculture. 
The greater surpluses that iron ploughs 
produced could now feed the townsman 
and the craftsman as well as the ruling class 
which dominated all others with soldiers who 
wielded iron swords, spears, bows and arrows, 
besides horsemen, policemen and bureaucrats. 
This ushered in the arrival of monarchical 

domination through kingdoms and janapadas 
and led to the rapid breakdown of typical tribal 
democracy that Aryan cultures had practiced 
for so many centuries.  This is also the period 
when we get the stories of tensions developing 
between the two. When we study mythology 
we see the same tensions between the free 
people who lived in the  hills, and  the new 
ràjàs  who lived in the plains. Daksha-Yagna 
is a very typical such story where we come 
across thetension between a free man of the 
hills represented by Shiva taking on the might 
of several Gangetic monarchies and combative 
rajas who possessed superior arms. In fact, 
both Buddha and Mahavira were born in hill 
republics and preached its greater egalitarian 
spirit among the hierarchical population of the 
plains kingdoms. 

That reminds us that iron-tipped ploughs freed 
large parts of the population from the boredom 
of agriculture and led to speculation. In other 
words, the same agricultural surplus produced 
in the Iron Age also fed the speculators of 
thoughts and ideas, called the philosophers. We 
find that it was in and around the sixth century 
when the use of iron reached a certain maturity, 
the world got all its philosophers—Lao Tse, 
Confucius, Gautam Buddha, Ahura Mazda, 
Abraham, and Mahàvira. History that we are 
usually taught in educational institutions does 
not give adequate emphasis on such linkages 
and tell us how scientific developments 
changed the very faith of people at periodic 
intervals. We just have to look beyond the Ràjàs, 
Rishis, Munis, Aryans, Danavas and their wars 
and conquests to go to the root technology that 
made it all possible.

Technology of Zinc, Brass & Steel

Before we come to the last phase of our 
examination of the role of science in shaping 
history we need to take a little detour in 
the technology of zinc that developed in 
settlements in India in the late Vedic period. 
Brass,as we all know, is an attractive golden 

History that we are usually 
taught in educational institutions 
does not give adequate 
emphasis on... how scientific 
developments changed the 
very faith of people at periodic 
intervals.
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coloured alloy of copper and zinc and it is 
more ductile and strong. It has better resistance 
to corrosion and is a very useful metal. A team 
of scientists from the British Museum and the 
Baroda University unearthed the first use of 
zinc and the early technique of zinc smelting 
at the old Zawar in Udaipur, Rajasthan. I must 
pause for a second here, because I have not 
mentioned the oldest and richest settlement of 
copper in India. The rulers of Khetri had drawn 
their sustenance from this copper for several 
centuries and it was one such ruler who had 
helped Swami Vivekananda attend the World 
Parliament of Religions in Chicago in 1893. 
Zawar is famous not only for its monopoly of 
excellent zinc ore, it is  also considered to be 
the oldest site of industrial  zinc production  
of the whole world. During the process, zinc 
ore was roasted in smaller-sized retorts which 
prevented the production of typical slag, which 
made extraction more efficient and economic. 
These are some examples of the indigenous 
processes that developed in India at that point 
of time.

Good quality brass alloys require more than 28 
per cent zinc in them but in most parts of the 
ancient world we come across brass or other 
alloys with less than twenty-eight per cent of 
zinc. In India, however, we come across better 
quality brass and the one we come across in 
Takshashilà, dated around third century B.C 
contains as high as 34.34 per cent  of zinc — 
which is a far more  superior  brass. Recently, 
two brass bangles belonging to the Kushàna 
period have been discovered in Uttar Pradesh 
which revealed thirty-five per cent zinc of 
exceptional quality. In ancient India production 
of zinc metal was common, and the process of 
producing metallic zinc had been described 
in several ancient Sanskrit works. We also 
knew the use of zinc oxide in medicines and 
we come across references to zinc oxide use 
in those prescribed in the Charaka Samhità. So 
the mastery of zinc was another factor in our 

favour but how much of it came to good use in 
warfare remains questionable. 

In the South, we get solid evidence of the 
earliest production of high carbon steel in the 
whole of the Indian sub-continent. These sites 
were at Kodumanal in Tamil Nadu, at Golconda 
in  Telangana and nearby north-eastern 
Karnataka, and in northern Sri Lanka. This 
came to be known as Ooty steel of South India 
and by the 6thcentury B.C. it exported globally. 
But the fact that Tamil Sangam poetry mentions 
that the South had knowledge of exceptional 
steel technology long before the fourth century 
BC could not prevent it from being defeated by 
the Mauryas. This is being underlined to also 
explain that history is not always decided by 
scientific and technological advances. We come 
across references in Arabic and Latin literature 
to the people of South India as the finest steel-
makers in the world. This steel was exported to 
the Romans and the Arabs called it Damascus 
steel. We need to cross 1000 degree Centigrade 
temperature while heating iron and alloys 
to get steel— which was very difficult with 
the quality of coal that was available and the 
design of furnaces. Therefore, bellows were 
used to raise temperature and the bigger the 
bellow and smaller the furnace, the higher 
would be the temperature. In the fifth century, 
we find the Chinese and local Sri Lankans had 
mastered the art. Incidentally, Sri Lankans used 
the monsoon winds and their steel furnaces 
were driven by very high wind speeds during 
the monsoon period.

Strength of Mauryas Lay in Iron & Coal

Now wecome to the last part of our discussion 
where we try to explain why Pataliputra, the 
modern-day Patna, could dominate India in the 
4th century BC and bring almost all of it under 
the first pan-Indian empire of the Mauryas. DD 
Kosambi has explained that the eastward thrust 
of Indian civilization was successful because 
it could access the best ores and good quality 
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of coal. In very simplistic terms, it was the 
Mauryan control of two critical resources, iron 
ore and coal, that made it possible for it to forge 
superior steel weapons and implements— with 
which it dominated the subcontinent. As we 
know, almost  all the best coal reserves  in India 
are in the Manbhum-Singhbhum-Raniganj 
areas, and all the steel plants that came up in 
India initially (except Salem) are in this area— 
Bokaro, Bhilai,  Rourkela, Asansol, Kulti, 
Durgapur. Why? Because we have both coal 
and iron ore. It is due to the same mastery over 
coal and iron that helped Pataliputra under the 
Mauryas to become so strong and invincible. 
But, as touched upon, a major power required 
not only the best of resources and scientific 
achievements — it also needed organisation 
and leadership. Chandragupta Maurya had 
the benefit of the intelligence of Chanakya, 
who could capitalise on the technology 
of mining and steel-making. It is said that 
Chanakya actually came from Kànchipuram 
in Tamil country, who travelled all the way to 
Takshashilà in the extreme North West to study 
and teach and then moved to Pataliputra in the 
East for his career. His text, the Arthashàstra, 
laid down the basis of the first great empire 
in India. Its twelfth chapter deals extensively 
with mines and metallurgy. He declares that 
the Superintendents of metallurgy had to be 

proficient in geometry, geology, metallurgy and 
smelting of gems as well. One of the tasks of 
the Mines department was to locate new mines 
with ore-bearing earth, rocks and liquids, 
which proves beyond doubt that not only had 
Chanakya exceptional knowledge of mining 
and metallurgy but also that the Mauryan 
empire was making good use of science and 
technology.  

In his new book called Arthashàstra: The Science 
of Wealth, Thomas Trautmann explains how 
scientific discoveries and technologies were 
used to strengthen the kingdom. He states 
that the treasury had its source in the mines. 
From the treasury, the army came into being, 
and with the treasury and the army, the world 
was subjugated. Trautmann further points 
out that discussions of economic topography 
in the Arthashàstra connect trade with routes 
and not marketplaces. A close reading reveals 
that trade is thought in terms of transporting 
goods from workshops to the buyers, not inter-
citytrading. That was centralisation in the style 
of the erstwhile Soviet state. The Mauryas 
exploited their advantages and reached a stage 
when they could control everything. In fact, 
Asoka’s devastating Kalinga war is attributed 
to shortage of raw materials such as surface coal 
and iron. The richest ores were then available 
in the Kalinga region and Asoka just had to go 
there because he had to get his supplies.

In Conclusion

We have gone over a fairly long talk and what 
irks me the most in history is that it is so firmly 
rooted in agreed narratives and approved 
texts. Conventional history focuses on what is 
proved beyond doubt and is thus acceptable as 
material for standard textbooks and reference 
books. They hardly link the text to the context 
and are tied down to hard records and evidence, 
thereby often limiting their perspective. Since I 
am not a teacher of history, just a perennially 

We may or may not accept 
that economics necessarily 
determines human history, 
but none can deny that 
developments in material 
civilisation, which arises from 
consciousness of resources 
and their harnessing through 
advancements in science 
and technology do dominate 
society and its values.



118

A U T U M N
A N N U A L

curious student, I have the liberty of staying 
away from safe histories. Instead I have always 
been impressed with D.D. Kosambi’s approach 
to studying history, which gives as much 
importance to the context as it does to the text. 
He has left behind a wealth of information 
on the material view of history and has also 
been bold enough to deal with popular beliefs, 
myths, legends and superstitions. He was one 
who was not content to just narrate the history 
of the eastward surge of the Aryans in terms 
of dates and events, but explained it in terms 
of the necessity to access India’sfinest natural 
ore deposits that lay in the east Gangetic 
plains. The east became the centre of two of the 
greatest empires of India, the Mauryas and the 
Guptas, because it had excellent copper, iron 
and coal. We need to take a look at history from 
such points of view. I will refer to a statement 
made by Dr Kosambi where he remarked that 
Magadha’s great source of power  was not 
only in its resources but also in the formation 
of a state. He called it “a state that used metals 
systematically to clear the land and to bring it 
under the plough. It was also iron that allowed 
it to dominate the rest of India.”

I wish to point out that the way we are taught 
history in schools and colleges needs to be 
changed to make it more interesting. We need 
to understand not only what has actually 
happened which, of course, has to be factually 
correct, but what the reasons were that made 
them happen. Because the inquisitive minds 
of students at that stage would like to know 
why is it that ‘X’ happened and why ‘Y’ won 
over ‘Z’, not just the fact that ‘Y’ won over 
‘Z’ insuch-and-such battle in so-and-so year. 
Historians have a wealth of knowledge at 
their disposal and can surely connect the 
dots. They are capable of the “big, grand, 
narrative”, the “panoramic view from above” 
but professional compulsions drive them to 
swim near the shallow banks of rivers and not 
be too adventurous in stating what they believe 
could well have happened but they are unable 
to lay their hands on hard evidence. We may 
or may not accept that economics necessarily 
determines human history, but none can deny 
that developments in material civilisation, 
which arises from consciousness of resources 
and their harnessing through advancements 
in science and technology do dominate society 
and its values. We need to see the science that 
lies hidden behind history. 
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I left Kolkata for Mumbai twenty years 
back. I had finished five years in College 
Street before that. I first studied Sociology 

in Presidency University (then College) and 
then did my MBA at IISWBM, before I left the 
city to pursue a career in market research. I 
started writing my food blog, Finely Chopped 
more than a decade back in 2017. This was the 
stepping stone to my transitioning to a food 
writer and columnist and the realising of a 
childhood dream. That of writing a book. Not 
the spy thriller I once thought I would write. 
This was a food travelogue set across India.

I have realised that my way of looking at food 
owes a lot to the years that I spent at Presidency 
College, learning to look for patterns in society 
in our sociology classes, as well as the hours 
spent in Promod Da’s Canteen, figuring along 
with my peer how to deal with the challenges 
that life threw at us. We did eat quite a bit during 
that time too, as it was not just our minds that 
our hungry then!

My usual narrative, when I write about eating 
during my college days, is about  how little 
money we had in our pockets then and how we 
would look for the cheapest options around to 
fill our perpetually hungry tummies.

Then something changed about the way I looked 
back at that period. This happened the day I 
returned to College Street after a gap of almost 
twenty years  to visit some of my old food 

haunts. It was my Cinema Paradiso moment 
you could say. Written in the idiom of food.  

It struck me that there are very few other 
precincts/ localities in India which have such 
a rich collection of heritage culinary institutions 
from the past as does College Street. Almost 
every second eatery here is hundred years old. 
If not more! I realised that I was very privileged 
to have eaten at College Street at such an early 
age in my life. 

I was keen to know more. I wanted to know if 
the food legends of College Streets… nestled as 
they are among the many historical academic 
buildings there, endless rows of book stalls, 
offices of more than a century old publishing 
houses, the saris shops at one end and a red-
light district at another, the teeming millions 
walking down its packed lanes, making their 
way past hand pulled rickshaws and Ubers and 
Ola …  were living on past glory. More simply 
put, is the food there any good? I set off on a 
food walk that afternoon revisiting some of our 
food haunts from back then. The article is an 
account of that.

The Indian Coffee House
“Don’t spend all your time at the Coffee House,” 
warned the father of one of our friends the day 
we got admission into college. The gentleman 
was a former student of Presidency himself.

Little did he know that by then the action for 

A food walk down College Street

KALYAN KARMAKAR
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the Presidency College folks had shifted to 
Pramod da’s Canteen. The Presidencians of my 
time, unlike our predecessors, hardly went to 
the legendary Coffee House. Coffee House by 
then was frequented more by those who run 
the book stalls and sari shops of College Street, 
rather than young students dreaming of the 
Revolution, as it was in the past. Promod da’s 
Canteen unfortunately has shut down now and 
that is one precious part of my past that I could 
not revisit that day

By Coffee House, I mean the  Indian Coffee 
House  run by the Coffee Board of course. 
Wikipedia tells us that the origins of the Coffee 
House can be traced back to the Albert Hall in 
1876. The Coffee Board took over the space in 
1942 and started a coffee shop and named it 
Coffee House in 1946. Which makes it a young 
un of 72 years, even though the building where 
it is housed is much older.

From what I remembered, the  first floor of 
Coffee House  was where the  ‘grown ups’  and 
working folks used to sit. The second floor, which 
was possibly once balcony of the Albert Hall, 
was where us  students sat. This remains the 
same as I saw in my recent visit. However, as 
the downstairs section was full, I ended up 
sitting amongst the kids upstairs.

Here is how it works at the Coffee House. You 
stand in a corner. Keep an eye on the tables. 
If you spot someone getting up, you rush and 
claim your place. 

Things at the  Coffee House seemed to be the 
same as before  barring the cost of the dishes, 
which showed signs of inflation, and the many 
selfies of course, which the new patrons of the 
Coffee House were taking. 

My standing joke during my college years 
was that if you placed your order at the 
Coffee House, then your grandchildren would 
get to eat it here, that’s how  slow the service 
was!  The Coffee House is a cooperative run 
establishment after all and  unlike in the Irani 
Cafes of Mumbai, one is expected to linger here 

and not finish and scoot.

“No talking”, “No lingering”, “No Combing your 
hair,  or “No reading the newspaper while having 
tea… lines made famous by the Irani Cafes of 
yore in Mumbai are never uttered at Kolkata’s 
Coffee House. 

The slothful service seemed to have changed 
a bit at the Coffee House. My order this time 
took 20 minutes and not two hours to reach us. 
Maybe they realised that I was an interloper 
who would leave soon.

I chose to order dishes that reminded me of the 
past. I started with a plate of pakoras. We would 
order these back then when we came to Coffee 
House in a group. The logic was that each of us 
would get to have a pakora and make our Rupee 
stretch while we sat at our table chatting away. I 
ordered chicken pakoras this time though I am 
sure we would have gone for the cheaper veg 
ones back then. The batter of the pakoras was 
nice and crispy and well spiced. The chicken 
pieces inside were juicy. The seasoning was 
perfect and one did not really need the sachet of 
ketchup given on the side. 

I ordered a plate of sandwiches too, just as one 
would if one was a couple on a date here back 
in the day. 

The sandwich at Coffee House that afternoon 
was lovely. Soft white sliced bread, generously 
slathered with salted butter. I went for 
the  mutton sandwiches  which had slices of 
slightly chewy mutton (goat meat) inside. The 
sandwiches reminded me of my late father in 
law who loved similar sandwiches at Mumbai’s 
American Express Bakery.

How could I come to Coffee House and not 
have the ‘infusion’ (black coffee) though? It was 
the cheapest thing on the menu in my time and 
still is. It was our favourite order for this very 
reason.

It was priced as `0.50 then and `20 now!

I stepped out and then passed by the  Tasty 
Restaurant. I stepped in to check the menu. Yes, 
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the veg Hakka noodles, which my classmates 
in sociology and I would often come for back 
in the day, is still there. It costs `50, now but 
was around `8 or 12 in the mid 90s. They used 
to give a fork to eat the noodles with which 
was pretty posh for College Street then. Tasty 
is 29 years old now as I found out from the 
gentleman sitting at the counter. That would 
have made it a new and happening place when 
I was in college!

Next on my trail was College Square. My 
destination was what is literally a hole in the 
wall eatery beside the swimming pool. A 
friend of mine from my high school, college 
and B School days, Shubhrasheel, had told me 
about this place one day, when we were in the 
third year of college. He called it the  ‘YMCA 
Canteen’.    I realised this time that it belongs 
to  Bowbazar Bayam Samiti when I spotted a 
signboard saying so this time.

The boys of our batch in college would come 
here to have stew with thick slices of bread. 
We would go for the vegetable stew which 
was cheaper than chicken and would fill our 
tummies for `3.50. I do not remember the girls 
of our batch ever joining us here. I was out of 
luck this time. It was a Saturday and the stew is 
only sold on working days I was told. 

I walked on and soon reached a sweetshop 
named Putiram. Putiram is a self-service 
place. I stood at the cash counter and took a 
plate of radhabollobhis. This was served a 
subtly flavoured and runny chholar dal. I took 
this and sat at the one of the tables inside as I 
enjoyed the feast. A middle-aged man came out 
intermittently from the kitchen with a basket 
full of freshly made puffed up radhabollobhis. 
I ordered the mishti doi too and tried a dorbesh 
as well. The mishti doi at Putiram is uniquely 
white in colour compared to the pinker 
coloured ones sold elsewhere in Kolkata. It is 
not neither too sweet nor too thick.

Mishti doi, radha bollobi and dal were our 
standard orders here, when we would come to 

‘Xerox’ (photocopy) books from the library at 
`40 p a page at the shop next door. 

Putiram is about 160 years old and has seen 
many generations of students at its doorsteps, 
many of whom came back with their children 
and then grandchildren. The sweet shop opens 
at 6 am and in the morning sell kochuris, which 
are denser in texture than the airy radha bollobi 
I reckon, but then in the morning you are 
supposed to eat like a king say the dietitians.

I tried the shingara at Putiram for the first time 
that evening. It evoked unadulterated love in 
my heart. The maida casing of the shingara was 
thin, airy and crispy, the potato filling inside 
had a confluence of the sweetness of the starch 
of potatoes and heat of chillies and they had 
fried cheene badam (peanuts) too which made 
the rhapsody complete.

My next stop was Paramount Cold Drinks and 
Syrups. Putiram had completed 100 years earlier 
this year and is said to have been founded in 
the ‘Phalgun mash’ (Bengali calendar) in 1917.

I learnt this from Ms  Vaishali  Sen, whose 
grandfather,  Nihar  Ranjan  Majumdar, had 
started Paramount back then. Paramount is 
still run by the founder’s family, as are most of 
the other places that I went to that afternoon 
at College Street barring the Coffee House of 
course. 

Putiram was packed with customers that 
evening. There was a bench to sit on and wait 
by the door till a table got empty. Ms Sen sat at 
the cash counter warmly greeted everyone and 
managed the queue efficiently. When I finally 
got a table, I called for the refreshing daab 
sherbet and a grape sherbet, my favourites from 
my college days. I was kicked to see a grape in 
the bottom of the glass of the grape juice, just 
as it used to be back then. I remember that it 
used to give me a mild kick and the gentleman 
serving it said that three or four glasses could 
have that effect.

I tried a couple of sherbet flavours such as 
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tamarind and khus which I had not had before. 
Each drink offered something ‘extra’ in terms 
of taste beyond what the name of the flavour 
suggested and was made with a mixture of 
syrups and concentrates that they make in 
house. Some of which are bottled and sold too. 
Ms Vaishali told us that they had retained some 
of the flavours such as the daab from the early 
days of Paramount, dropped some such as the 
lassis which were on offer and have added 
some flavours over the years. The packed tables 
at the restaurant showed that their efforts had 
born fruits. Paramount is shut for a week or 
two in December so that the family can take a 
break I was told.

I went to Dilkhusa Cabin after Paramount to 
end my walk that afternoon. I confess that I do 
not remember frequenting Dilkhusa or the 
other famous cabin restaurant here, Basanta 
cabin, when I was in college. 

I later had a chat on this with Sunanada Sarkar, 
a Presidency College senior of mine who is 
currently the editor of the Times of India in 
Kolkata. 

Sunanda, AKA Bobby, said this could be 
because most of us never went to the cabins 
when we were in college as they would work 
out to be too expensive compared to spending 
time at Promod da’s. However, he added, many 
Presidency alumni, who later hung around at 
College Street to catch up with friends after 
having passed out of college, would spend time 
at the cabin. 

As my friend Kaniska Chakraborty, whom I go to 
for answers to questions on all things Kolkatan, 
summed it up, “cabin’ e toh boro ra jai.” (Cabin 

restaurants  are for the grown ups, and not 
students). 

They were both right. There was hardly any 
youngster visible at Dilkhusa that evening 
apart from a couple of grown up boys who had 
come there with their mother.

I ordered some typical cabin fare at Dilkhusa 
to end the walk with a flourish. I had the fish 
kobiraji which was made with bhola bhetki fish 
fillet. This was covered and deep fried in a crisp 
and thick lacy egg batter. Despite the gigantic 
egg coating, one did get a taste of the fish too and 
the fish was not over-cooked which was good. 

I tried the  deemer devil, a Bengali version of 
the Nargisi kofta and a cousin of the Scotch egg 
of the west, too. It is a sort of a chop/ croquette 
with a bread crumb coating and which has 
inside an intense garam masala, finely chopped 
garlic and chill spiced mince-meat and potato 
mash. This mix or pur was the highlight of 
the devil at Dilkhusa. Inside the mash is half a 
boiled egg.

I was rather stuffed by the end of the walk. 
I am in my forties now and no longer a 
hungry college student after all. I left College 
Street happy though. Happy to have relived 
memories of the past, both bitter and sweet. To 
have remembered the dreams and aspirations 
one had then. Felling grateful for the life one 
has now. 

The food helped me cross seamlessly from the 
present to the past and then back to present. 
I realised how indebted I was to my years at 
Presidency College and College Street, and 
made a promise to myself to return again soon.
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201st Founders’ Day Celebration
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Seminar on Rabindranath & Nationalism

Past vs. Present Festival Football Match
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Sudhansu Dasgupta Memorial Debate 2018
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Nabaneeta Dev Sen
English 1954-56
Eminent writer

Editor in Chief, Autumn Annual

Abhijit Chakrabarti
Chemistry 1978-81

Senior Professor
Saha Institute of Nuclear Physics 

Prasadranjan Ray 
Physics 1965-68

Retired IAS officer 
Occasional Author and Editor

Dipak Rudra 
Economics 1957-61

Retired IAS Officer

Somshankar Sinha 
Bengali 1959-61 

Academic and journalist 

Ranabir Samaddar
Political Science 1964-67 

Critical theorist on democracy, 
autonomy, justice and peace  

Dipankar Dasgupta 
Economics 1959-63

Former Professor of English 
Indian Statistical Institute

Animesh Sen
Geology 1958-60

Geologist and entrepreneur

Sayantani Putatunda
Bengali 2003-06

Writer

Rahul Ray 
Chemistry 1968-71

Professor at Boston University, 
Poet, Writer, Painter and Musician

Dipankar Mukhopadhyay        
English 1966-71                               

Former Director of NFDC, 
Biographer of Mrinal Sen

Lopamudra Maitra Bajpai
History 1996-99
Visual Anthropologist, Author

Shoumyo (Tathagata) Dasgupta 
Statistics 1985-89
Head of Data Science and Automation at Viacom,  
Adjunct Professor, University of Southern California, Poet

Jawhar Sircar
Political Science 1969-72
Retired IAS officer
Researcher on history, culture and religion

Paroma Roy Chowdhury 
Political Science 1983-1989 
Public Affairs Professional holding leadership 
positions in global organizations 

Nilanjan Hajra 
History 1985-88
Senior Assistant Editor at Ei Samay 
(The Times of India Group) 

Anuradha Roy 
English 1886-89
Author of An Atlas of Impossible Longing, The Folded Earth, 
Sleeping on Jupiter and All the Lives We Never Lived 

Madhumita Mazumdar 
History 1986-89
Associate Professor, Dhirubhai Ambani 
Institute of Information Communication Technology 

Sandip Biswas 
Physics 1983-86
Software engineer 

Paula Banerjee
History 1983-86
Vice Chancellor of The Sanskrit College and University, 
known for her work on women in borderlands 

Kalyan Karmakar
Sociology 1992- 1995
Independent food writer, columnist,
brand consultant and food blogger

Rekha Sen (Roy Choudhury)        
Physiology 1945-47
Social worker

From the desk of ...
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Space donated by

Dr. Sanghamitra Mukherjee (alumnus)

In fond memory of her beloved parents:

Kamala Moni Basu
&

Ramani Mohan Ghose 
Alumni of erstwhile Presidency College

Department of Philosophy
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ANUKUL RAKSHIT
COOCH BEHAR

With Best Compliments  from

MADAN ROY
RAJLAXMI DHABA

PUNDIBARI, COOCH BEHAR
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Presidency Alumni Association
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BERGER PAINTS INDIA LIMITED
BERGER HOUSE

129, Park Street, Kolkata - 700 017

2018-2019




	1. Title.pdf (p.1-16)
	2. body.pdf (p.17-128)
	3. Adv. Matter.pdf (p.129-141)
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 1
	Page 2

