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Save Energy
Save Environment
Save Earth

Come, join the
‘Save Energy, Save Environment, Save Earth'
initiative by switching off all power for only 30 minutes a week.
Let's do our bit to protect Mother Earth.
Let's strive for a brighter future!

Some other ways to save power

» Save up to 85% electricity by using LED bulbs

» Check BEE Label and number of stars on electric appliances while purchasing
» Set AC temperature at 24 degrees to save up to 35% energy

» Switch off lights, fans and other electric gadgets after use

WEST BENGAL STATE ELECTRICITY
DISTRIBUTION COMPANY LIMITED

(A Govt. of West Bengal Enterprise)
Regd. Office: Vidyut Bhavan, Block-DJ, Sector-ll, Bidhannagar, Kolkata - 700 091
CIN: U40109WB2007SGC113473, cecorpmont@gmail.com, www.wbsedcl.in
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Presidency Alumni Association
Office Bearers | Members of The Executive Council | 2020-2021

Chief Patron (ex-officio)
Anuradha Lohia

Vice Chancellor
Presidency University

President
Sutirtha Bhattacharya

Vice Presidents
Bivas Chaudhuri
Champak Bhattacharyya

Secretary
Amit Choudhury

Joint Secretary
Kaushick Saha

Assistant Secretaries
Devasish Sen
Lopamudra Dutta Gupta
Sandip Kar

Treasurer
Kathakali Jana

Members

Alak Banerjee
Animesh Sen
Anindya Kumar Mitra
Apala Sett

Hindol Datta
Jayanta Kumar Mitra
Kamal Kali Kundu
Madhusree Ghosh
Manashi Roy

Mau Bhattacharyya
Partha Das

Paula Banerjee
Pradip Singha Roy
Rahul Saha

S. Venkatramani
Saikat Maitra

Sanjay Kumar Rai
Shromona Ghosh
Suman Bhattacharya
Turna Pain
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Sub-committees

Editorial &
Publication Board

Prasad Ranjan Ray

Dipankar Chowdhury
Kathakali Jana

Paula Banerjee

Pradeep Gooptu

Sritama Chaudhuri
Shromona Ghosh
Yashodhara Raychaudhuri

Cultural
Kathakali Jana
Shromona Ghosh

Bitanbindu Bandyopadhyay
Durba Bandopadhyay
Mainak Sengupta

Mau Bhattacharya

Souptik Majumdar

Sukriti Lahari

Finance
S. Venkataramani
Hindol Dutta

Anirban Chakraborty
Shomdip Ghosh
Sudipa Chatterjee

Global Outreach &
Alumni Relations

Sandip Kar

Mayuri Bhattacharya

Lopa Banerjee
Subhankar Sengupta
S. Venkatramani
Sumon Bhaumik
Anindya Dutta
Sutapa Balaji
Tilottama Roy

Social Responsibility

Ajanta Dey

Kaushik Saha

Anirban Chakraborty
Aparna Roy

Bhaskar Sarkar
Bisakha Sarkar
Moloy Saha

Nandini Das

Patrali Dey

Sanchita Mukherjee
Sandip Kar

Sanjay Bhattacharyya
Sanjay Rai

Saumyajit Das
Suman Bhattacharya
Sumanta Roy

Swati Thakur
Tathagata Dasgupta

Seminar & Debate

Swapan Datta

Saikat Moitra

Atanu Raha

Debashis Sen
Lopamudra Dutta Gupta
Madhusree Ghosh
Monoj Moitra

Pradeep Guptoo

Rupa Bandyopadhyay
Sauvik Majumdar
Shromona Ghosh

Surajit Roy

Membership

Hindol Dutta

Rahul Saha

Madhura Gayen
Mau Bhattacharya
Partha Das

Pradip Shikdar
Pradip Singha Roy
Turna Pain

ii

Reunion & Sports

Champak Bhattacharyya

S. Venkataramani

Lopamudra Dutta Gupta
Partha Das

Pradip Singha Roy
Rahul Saha

Shromona Ghosh
Subrata Ghosh

Turna Pain

Office Management

Lopamudra Dutta Gupta

Sanjay Rai

Bijoli Mullick
Madhura Gayen
Partha Das

Pradip Singha Roy
Rahul Saha
Swapan Kumar Das
Turna Pain

Note: President, Vice-Presidents are permanent invitees, Secretary and
Joint Secretary are ex-officio members of all sub-committees.
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Former Editors-in-Chief and Editors

Atul Chandra Gupta

Srikumar Banerjee
Srikumar Banerjee
Srikumar Banerjee
Srikumar Banerjee
Srikumar Banerjee
Srikumar Banerjee
Srikumar Banerjee
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Amalendu Das Gupta

vii

Amulyadhan Mukherjee
Amulyadhan Mukherjee
Amulyadhan Mukherjee
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Pratap Chandra Chunder
Pratap Chandra Chunder

Hiranmay Banerjee
Pratap Chandra Chunder

Hiranmay Banerjee
Pratap Chandra Chunder

Pratap Chandra Chunder
Sankarsan Roy

Pratap Chandra Chunder
Asok Mitra

Pratap Chandra Chunder

Sankarsan Roy

Pratap Chandra Chunder
Sankarsan Roy

Pratap Chandra Chunder
Debajyoti Das

Debajyoti Das
Atindra Mohan Gun

Debajyoti Das
Atindra Mohan Gun
Kajal Sengupta
Debajyoti Das
Debajyoti Das

Debajyoti Das
Manotosh Das Gupta
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1999-2000
2000-01
2001-02
2002-03
2003-04
2004-05
2005-06
2006-07
2007-08
2008-09
2009-10
2010-11
2011-12
2012-13
2013-14
2014-15
2015-16
2016-17
2017-18
2018-19
2019-20
2020-21

Amalendu Das Gupta
Amalendu Das Gupta
Amalendu Das Gupta
Amalendu Das Gupta
Amalendu Das Gupta
Amalendu Das Gupta
Tapan Raychaudhuri
Tapan Raychaudhuri
Tapan Raychaudhuri
Tapan Raychaudhuri
Tapan Raychaudhuri
Nabaneeta Dev Sen
Nabaneeta Dev Sen
Nabaneeta Dev Sen
Nabaneeta Dev Sen
Nabaneeta Dev Sen
Nabaneeta Dev Sen
Nabaneeta Dev Sen
Nabaneeta Dev Sen
Nabaneeta Dev Sen
Prasad Ranjan Ray
Prasad Ranjan Ray
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Nityapriya Ghosh

Anjali Mookherjee

Anjali Mookherjee

Anjali Mookherjee

Anjali Mookherjee
Nityapriya Ghosh
Nityapriya Ghosh
Nityapriya Ghosh
Nityapriya Ghosh
Nityapriya Ghosh
Nityapriya Ghosh
Shyamaprasad Mukherjee
Shyamaprasad Mukherjee
Shyamaprasad Mukherjee
Shyamaprasad Mukherjee
Mamata Ray

Mamata Ray

Editorial Board

Editorial Board

Sugata Marjit

Editorial Board

Editorial Board
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ENDOWMENT LIST OF PRESIDENCY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

ok Endowment Name Value Criteria Tpr of Endowed by

No. ®) Prize

1 Satyabrata Ghosh Memorial Highest marks in BSc Part-II Two cash Dalia Datta
Prize Physics prizes

1,00,000 | Highest CGPA in BSc final
Physics

2 Balai Charan Roy Memorial Highest marks in MSc Book prize | Gopendra Nath Roy
Prize 30,000 Physics

3 Sumit Kumar Roy Memorial Highest marks in BSc Cash prize | Swapna Roy
Prize 1,00,000 | Life Sciences

4 Panchanan Pal Memorial Prize | 15,000 | Highest marks in BSc Maths Cash prize | Prasanta Pal

5 Anathnath Dey Memorial Prize | 50,000 | Highest mark in MSc Maths Cash prize | Amarnath Dey

6 Ramani Mohan Ghosh & 1,00,000 | Highest marks in BA Gold medal | Sanghamitra
Kamala Moni Basu Prize Philosophy Mukherjee

7 Sudhansu Dasgupta Memorial | 3,00,000 | Annual Inter College Debate Cash prize | Nandita Dasgupta
Debate

8 Presidency Alumni Highest marks in BA (Hons.) Gold medal | Presidency Alumni
Association Gold Medal 4,065,000 | Highest marks in BSc (Hons.) | & Cash prize | Trust Fund

9 Ahindra Nath Das & Nilima Highest marks in MSc Gold medal | Swapan Kumar Das
Das Gold Medal 1,00,000 | Life Sciences

ENDOWMENT LIST OF PRESIDENCY COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY

Name of the Endowment Fund Name & Address of the Donor

Amal Bhattacharji Memorial Fund

Smt. Sukumari Bhattacharji, 239A, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Road,
Kolkata-700047

Tarapada Mukherjee Memorial Fund

Prof. Asoke Kumar Mukherjee, Prof. of English, Presidency College,
Kolkata, 30B Anil Roy Road, Kolkata 29

Bivabati Sarkar Memorial Fund

Manjari Basu, 53/1, Badan Roy Lane, Kolkata-10

Bani Basu Memorial Prize

Not available

Bani Basu Memorial Prize

Not available

Himani Devi Memorial Prize

Sri Kamal Kumar Ghatak, P-60, C.I.T. Road, Scheme-52 Kolkata-14

Ajoy Chandra Banerjee Memorial Fund

Smt. Manju Banerjee, 57, Pataldanga Street, Kolkata-9

Suryya Kumar Das Memorial Prize

Smt. Manjusree Das, Sri Amit Kumar Das, Sri Sumit Kumar Das, EE-193,
Flat No.- 3, Sector-II, Salt Lake, Kolkata-91

Nitish Ch. Chakraborti Memorial Fund

Debanjan Chakrabarti, A-11/10, E.C.T.P. Phase-II, Kolkata-78

Rajendra Kishore Memorial Prize

N.C Basu Roy chowdhury.D/A/87 sector 1, Salt lake.Kolkata 64

Chandan Kr. Bhattacharyya Memorial
Fund

Atasi Bhattacharyya, Flat No.-12, Surendranath Buildings, 238, Maniktala
Main Road, Kolkata- 54

Naresh Chandra Chakraborti Memorial Fund

Debanjan Chakrabarti, A-11/10, E.C.T.P. Phase-II, Kolkata-78,

Lilabati Ray Memorial Fund

Debanjan Chakrabarti, A-11/10, E.C.T.P. Phase-II, Kolkata-78

Nirmal Kanti Majumdar Endowment Fund

Mukul kumar Majumdar, Uris Hall, 4th Floor, Cornell University,
ITACHI, New York, mukul_majumdar@yahoo.com

Dr. Haraprasad Mitra Memorial Prize

Dr. Namita Mitra, W2B Type of House (Phase-III), Flat No. -B/16/2, Golf
Green Urban Complex, Kolkata-45




Name of the Endowment Fund Name & Address of the Donor

Dr. Pravas Jiban Chaudhuri Memorial
Fund

Smt. Ashabari Chaudhuri, 82B, Bondel Road, Kolkata-19

Late Shyamapada Bhattacharyya
Memorial Fund

Ajit Kumar Bhattacharyya, 2/11, Hazarhat Kalitala Lane, Howrah-711104

Deptt. of Sociology Foundation
Commemoration Fund

Dr. Prasanta Roy, BK 365 Salt Lake, Sector II, Kolkata 91,

Prof. Nirmal Ch. Basu Roy Chaudhuri
Memorial Fund

Bela Basu Roy Chaudhury, DA-87, Sector-I, Salt Lake City, Kolkata-64

Dr. Satinath Bagchi Memorial Fund

Sri Pratul Kumar Bagchi, 1, Haripada Dutta Lane, P.O. - Beadon Street,
Kolkata-6

The Late Ramanuja Pattu Aiyenger
Memorial Fund

Sarayu Aiyenger, 49/1, I Main Road, Raja Annamalaipuram,
Chennai-600028; Satyavrata Samavedi, Assistant Professor, IIT
Hyderabad, satyavratas@gmail. com (9444008633)

Makhan Lal Sarkar Memorial Fund

Manjari Basu, 53/1, Badan Roy Lane, Kolkata-10

Parthasarathi Gupta Memorial Fund

Dr. Parimal Krishna Sen, Ex- head of the Department of Chemistry,
Presidency college; 22875809

Priyada Ranjan Roy Memorial Book Prize

Sri Dilip Kumar Roy, Bejoy Tower, Flat-C-1, 9, Hindusthan Park,
Kolkata-29

Prof. Pratul Ch. Rakshit Fund

P.C. Rakshit Birthday Celebration Committee of Presidency College

Cunninghum Memorial Prize

Not available

Acharyya Prafulla Ch. Ray Centenary Prize

Not available

Prof. S C Mahalanabish Memorial Prize

Dr.Sachchidananda Banerjee.23B, Tarasankar Sarani.Kolkata 37

Aparajita Chattopadhyay Memorial Fund

Arun Kumar Chattopadhyay & Purabi Chattopadhyay, CK-245, Sector-II,
Salt Lake, Kolkata-91

Dhirendra Nath Chatterjee Memorial fund

Dr. Tarapada Chatterjee, 46/11-T, Becharam Chatterjee Road, Kolkata-34

Prof. Sivatosh Mookherjee Memorial Fund

Re-Union Committee of the Deptt. Of Zoology of Presidency College

U N Ghoshal Prize

Not available

Debasish Chandra Memorial Prize

Not available

Konkana Chakraborty Memorial Book Prize

Runa Chakraborty & Nirmalansu Chakraborty, P-190/B 93, Diamond
Park, Diamond Harbour Road, Kolkata-104

Geographical Institute Book Prize

Geographical Institute, Deptt. Of Geography, Presidency College, Kolkata

Nihar Ranjan Dutta Memorial Prize

Not available

Prof Achintya Kr. Mukherjee Memorial Fund

Physiological Institute of the Deptt. Of Physiology, Presidency College,
Kolkata

Chitralekha Mukherjee Memorial Book Prize

Smt. Debatri Banerjee, 21, Sandford Road, Bristol, B.S.84 QG, UK

Shivatosh Mukherjee Memorial Prize for
Mol. Bio. & Genetics

Zoology Deptt. Of Presidency College

Nirode Baran Bakshi Memorial Prize

Not available

Nirode Baran Bakshi Memorial Prize

Not available

Scindia silver medal and Gwalior book
prize

Not available

Ashin Dasgupta Book Prize

Smt. Uma Dasgupta, 4 /104, Udita Apartments, 1050 /1, Survey Park,
Kolkata 700 075

Narayan Chandra Ghosh Memorial
Trust Fund

Smt. Bina Ghosh, 1/2, Hindusthan Road, Kolkata-29
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Name of the Endowment Fund Name & Address of the Donor

Late Jyotish Chandra Roy Memorial
Prize

Sri Syamal Kumar Roy, Amrit Kutir, 673, Diamond Harbour Road,
Behala, Kolkata-34

Late Satish Chandra Banerjea Memorial
Prize

Sri Atish Ranjan Banerjea, 28 B, Kalicharan Ghosh Road, Kolkata-50

Prof. Amulyadhan Mukherjee Birth
Centenary Prize

Prof. Amit Mukherjee, Uttarayan Housing Estate, Flat No.-B-8-5, 102,
B.T.Road, Kolkata-108

Dr. Syamal Kumar Chattopadhyay
Memorial fund

Pradip Kumar Chattapadhyay, 61/1, Moore Avenue, Kolkata-40

Late Punyalekha Banerjea Memorial
Prize

Sri Atish Ranjan Banerjea, 28 B, Kalicharan Ghosh Road, Kolkata-50

Kuruvila Zachariah Memorial Prize

Miss Sheila Zachariah, 167, Crookston Road, London,U.K.

Late Khagendra Pal Chaudhuri
Memorial Fund

Jyotirmoy Palchaudhuri, BC-155, Sector-I, Salt Lake, Kolkata-64;

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Fund

Sri Shyam Sundar Basak, C/O Ashok K. Basu, 32, Sri Gopal Mallick
Lane, Kolkata-12

Sir Ashutosh Mukherjee Memorial Fund

Sri Shyam Sundar Basak, C/O Ashok K. Basu, 32, Sri Gopal Mallick
Lane, Kolkata-12

Dipak Chandra Ghosh Memorial Prize

Smt. Bina Ghosh, 1/2, Hindusthan Road, Kolkata-29

Akhil Bhartiya Pragatishil Sultanpur
Samaj Fund

Dr. Mata Prasad Singh, 12, Raja Subodh Mallick Square, Kolkata- 13

Manoranjan Mitra Memorial Fund

Dr. Manindra Mitra, 14/2, Hindusthan Road, Kol.-29

Monindranath Saha Memorial Prize

Dr. Binata Roy Chowdhury, 16, Manmatha Dutta Road, Kolkata-37

pendra Nath Brahmachari Memorial
Fund

A Banerjee, Secretary, Dr. UN. Brahmachari Memorial Trust, 19, Dr. U.N.
Brahmachari Street, kolkata-17

Ram Gopal Bhattacharyya Memorial

Endowment Fund

Purnima Bhattacharyya, P-212, ].U. Employees Housing Co-operative,
Panchasayar, Kolkata-94

Samir Kr. Ganguly Memorial fund in
Applied Economics

Smt. Shanta Ganguly, “DARPAN”", 50A, Purna Das road, Flat No.- 409,
Kolkata-29

Dr. Megnath Saha Memorial Prize

Sri Shyam Sundar Basak, C/O Ashok K. Basu, 32, Sri Gopal Mallick
Lane, Kolkata-12

Bibhuti Bhusan Sen Memorial Fund

Dr. Manindra Mitra, 14/2, Hindusthan Road, Kol.-29

Shovana Devi & Upendra Narayan
Bhattacharya Annual Award

Sri Dip Bhattacharya, Bidhan Nivas: N6 W2, 4, Bidhan Sishu Sarani,
Kolkata-54

Prof. P.C. Mahalanabish Memorial Prize Fund

Statistics Deptt. Students” Re-Union Committee, 1974

Ahibhusan Chatterjee Memorial Fund

Smt. Samprit Chatterjee, C/O- Mrs. Ipsita Gupta, Superintendent’s
Quarters, Technology Hall, 35, B.C. Road, Kolkata-19

Kamalmani Sarma Memorial Prize

Dr. Manindra Das, 11B, Port Land Park, Alipore, Kolkata-27

Samir Kr. Ganguly Memorial fund in
Physiology

Smt. Shanta Ganguly, “DARPAN”, 50A, Purna Das road, Flat No.- 409,
Kolkata-29

Prof. Narendra Mohon Basu Memorial
Prize

Physiological Institute of the Deptt. Of Physiology, Presidency College,
Kolkata

Lt. Phanindra Nath Mukherjee Memo-
rial Fund

Smt. Shanta Ganguly, “DARPAN”, 50A, Purna Das road, Flat No.- 409,
Kolkata-29

Centenary Scholarship Fund-Govt.
Eden Hindu Hostel

Barun Kumar Chattopadhyay, Ex-Supdt. Govt. Eden Hindu
Hostel, 1/2 A Premchand Baral Street, Kolkata 700012;
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Name of the Endowment Fund Name & Address of the Donor

Prof. Anil Kumar Bhattacharya Memo-
rial Prize

Millennium Re-Union Committee of the Statistics department of Presi-
dency College

Arnab Biswas Memorial Prize

Saraswati Misra, Ex- Librarian, Presidency College, Dawnagazi Road,
P.O.- Bally, Howrah-711201;

Paramesh Chandra Bhattacharya
Memorial Prize

Dr. Pushpak Bhattacharyya, B-187, ANANTA, IIT Cam-
pus, POWAI, Mumbai-400076

Dr. Atul Ch. Biswas Memorial Fund

Dr. Anjan Biswas, 188/62, Prince Anwar Shah Road, Lake Gardens,
Kolkata-45

Shovik Banerjee Memorial Prize

Ex- Student of the Department of Geology (1996-1999) of Presidency
College

Lt. Mahadev Maity Memorial Book Prize

Sri Shyamal Kumar Maity, Govt. rental Housing Estate, 193,
Andul Road, Howrah-711109

Arijit Sengupta Memorial Prize

Miss Arati Roy, 18, Garcha 1st Lane, kolkata-19

Prof. Kartik Ch. Mukherjee Memorial
Fund

Smt. Sumita Mukherjee, 11C, dhawalgiri, Anushakti Nagar, Bom-
bay-400094

Jayanta Bijoy De Memorial Scholarship Fund

Sukla De, 1900 Oro Drive, Fremont, CA 94539, USA

Parimal Krishna Sen Memorial Prize

Mrs. Ranu Sen, 11/3, Old Ballygunge 2nd Lane, Saptrang, Flat No.-22,
Kolkata-19

Prof. Sukhamoy Chakraborty Memorial
Fund

Smt. Lalita Chakraborty- Sukhamoy Chakraborty Memorial Trust, 7,
University Marg, University Enclave, New Delhi-110007

Prof. Arun Kr. Ray Memorial Fund

Smt. Rita Ray, 37 A, Hindusthan Park, Kolkata-29

Rajsekhar Bose Memorial Fund

Sri Dipankar Basu, 72, Raj Sekhar Bose Sarani, Kolkata-25

Prof. Sukhamoy Chakraborty Memorial
Fund

Smt. Lalita Chakraborty- Sukhamoy Chakraborty Memorial Trust, 7,
University Marg, University Enclave, New Delhi-110007

Bani Bakshi Foundation Endowment

PR. Bakshi, Chairman, Bani bakshi Foundation, Happy Villa, 6, Mall
Road, Dum Dum, Kolkata-80

Dr. Syamal Kumar Chattopadhyay
Memorial fund

Pradip Kumar Chattapadhyay, 61/1, Moore Avenue, Kolkata-40

Taraprasad Mukherjee Memorial Fund

Prof. S.P. Mukherjee, Centenary Prof. of Statistics, University College of
Science, 35, Ballygunge Circular Road, Kolkata-19

Aparajita Memorial Fund

Dr. D.K. Chakraborty, Aparajita Memorial Charitable Trust, E-13/1,
Karunamoyee Housing Estate, Salt Lake, Kolkata-91

Sushil Kumar Banerji Memorial Fund

Smt. Ranu Banerji & Dr. Purabi Mukherji, CA-17, Sector-I, Salt Lake,
Kolkata-64

Bholanath Das Memorial Fund

Biswanath Das, Head, Deptt. Of Statistics, Presidency College, Bholanath
Dham, 41/1 K Hazra Para Lane, PO Bali, Howrah 711201, ,

Arabinda Mukhopadhyay Memorial Fund

Dr. Purabi Mukherji & Sri Rabibrata Mukherji, CA-17, Sector-I,
Salt Lake, Kolkata-64

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookherjee Gold Medal

Mrs. Arati Bhattacharji, 98-40, 64th Avenue, Apartment-8B, Rego Park,
New York- 11374, USA

Ila Mukhopadhyay Memorial Fund

Dr. Amal Kumar Mukhopadhyay, 140/20E, South Sinthee Road,
(1st Floor) Kolkata-50

Dr. Atul Ch. Biswas Memorial Fund

Dr. Anjan Biswas, 188/62, Prince Anwar Shah Road, Lake Gardens,
Kolkata-45
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Editorial

ear Presidencians,

It is that time of the year when we

normally extend a warm welcome to
all of you to come and join in the Founders'
Day celebrations and the editor wields his pen
briefly to invite you to partake of whatever
broth he and his team has been able to stir up
in the soup pot. But this is no ordinary year!
Last year was bad enough when we lost our
President and Editor, dear Nabanitadi but 2020
was christened Annus Horribilis and we are
in the midst of a global pandemic (even this
term was a little unfamiliar to many of us) and
trying to come to terms with the 'New Normal'
(whatever that means). Our publications
subcommittee could not meet physically even
once but did manage to hold several 'virtual '
meetings. As a result, our larder is somewhat
bare and we have to be content with that.

The year, dubbed 'the year from hell' by New
York Post, began with abnormal climate
disruptions, with the worst bushfires ever
recorded in Australia which destroyed 186,000
square kilometers and killed nearly a billion
wild animals; followed by wildfires thatravaged
the U.S.West and tropical storms in Central
America, South Asia and South-East Asia
(including our very own Amphan), earthquakes,
volcanic eruptions and a locust outbreak. As if
that was not enough, we had the mammoth
COVID-19 pandemic that spread across the
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globe and infected more than 84 million people,
killing at least 1.8 million. It also brought about
the worst stock market crash since the Great
Depression of the 1930's, causing 400 million
job losses and a major poverty spike. The Black
Lives Matter protests swept the US like wildfire
from May and its rumbles were heard all over
the world. Then we had the spectacle of the US
Presidential elections turning into a real 'slug-
fest'. The world of entertainment lost some of
its glitz and events such as the Tokyo Olympics
and the Wimbledon championships had to be
postponed or cancelled. The end of the year
saw some sporting events being held in empty
stadia.

However, not everything was as gloomy
as the previous paragraph sounded. The
economic slowdown has directly resulted in
improvement of environmental parameters,
though that was temporary. A number of
new species of animals have been discovered
during the year, including a dwarf gecko
from India, a beaked whale from the Mexican
coast and a monkey from Myanmar. When the
Nobel Prizes were announced, 4 out of the 12
recipients were women for only the second
time in history. The Jupiter-Saturn conjunction
in December lit up the night sky and dispelled
some gloom. Several vaccines have been rolled
out by December itself, some sort of a record
in vaccine production. Vaccination is already
under progress in several countries.
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Nearer home, the situation was not much
different. While WHO declared this as a
worldwide pandemic on January 12, India's
first recorded case followed on January 30.
The pandemic swept through the country
and even the lockdown imposed on March 24
appeared inadequate and medical supplies and
quarantine arrangements took time to organise.
The wultimate infection toll during 2020
exceeded 10 million and deaths approached
1.5 lakhs. However, internationally, it has
been acknowledged that our case fatality
rate was low, compared to many developed
countries, may be because of the exposure of
the population to infections and consequent
acquired immunity. The economic fallout of the
lockdown and the status of migrant labourers
were of grave concern.Now that the vaccine
is round the corner and modalities are being
worked out, the situation looks less gloomy.

Nevertheless, the pandemic snatched valuable
lives from us. I recall our former President
Pranab Mukhopadhyay who had inaugurated
our bicentennial function. The world of
Bengali culture has been impoverished by the
passing of poet Aloke Ranjan Dasgupta, writer,
researcher Sudhir Chakrabarti and Bengal's
heart-throb thespian Soumitra Chattopadhyay,
apart from the wizards of the football field
P.K. Banerjee and Chuni Goswami, who joined
international soccer maestros Paolo Rossi and
Diego Maradona in the Elysian fields.

From our own institution we have lost quite a
few. I recall Professor Atindra Mohan Goon,
Professor Milan Kumar Gupta, Professor
Dipanjan Raychaudhuri, Professor Uttara
Chakravarti, Professor Nandini Raha, Professor
Indrani Mukherjee, Abhas Sen, Prathama Sen,
Arya Gupta and our loyal former staff member
Lakshmi Narayan Pal. I am sure there are some
others whose details have not reached us. With
a heavy heart, we bid adieu to all those who
have left us.

We are proud to inform you that, even with
limited financial and human resources, your

association has stepped out to assist the
needy. After supercyclone Amphan ravaged
the city and badly affected the booksellers
of College street , we donated old books and
cash assistance to 300 booksellers. Apart from
the support of the alumni, we received Rs 2
lakhs from the State Bank of India to support
the cause. The Presidency College Alumni
Association of Mumbai has also donated
Rs 70,000 to support a second phase of this
assistance. During lockdown, we provided
masks and hand sanitizer to our alumni.We also
distributed 1000 masks to the sweepers of the
Howrah Municipal Corporation through the
Commissioner. We also provided masks and
soaps to all households of remote Kumirmari
village of Sunderbans with the help of NEWS,
a reputed NGO. The Hon'ble Minister Shri
Subrata Mukherjee provided hand sanitiser at
a subsidised rate, for which we are grateful. We
also created two awareness and motivational
videos for circulation amongst the affected
households during lockdown. Many stalwart
alumni participated in this.

Usually we try to give an outline of the
contributions of our alumni which we are
printing. Unfortunately, this time, because of
circumstances beyond control, we cannot do
that as all materials are not yet ready. All that I
cansay is that we are publishing an article on the
triumvirate of Goon, Gupta and Dasgupta who
were pillars of the department of Statistics. We
also carry articles on the pandemic, lockdown
and psychological issues; Vidyasagar whose
bicentennial was observed this year, issues of
gender equality, poverty, corruption, aesthetics
and issues of the stateless. Everyone is aware
that one of the Nobel Laureates in Physics this
year is Sir Roger Penrose whose work relied on
the Raychaudhuri equation, the work of our
very own Professor Amal Raychaudhuri. We
are delighted to carry an article by Professor
Partha Ghosh who knew Penrose very well.
We were trying to get articles on our alumnus
Satyajit Ray, whose centennial comes up next
year. Unfortunately, the pandemic stood in the



way. Better luck next time!

Though this year'slarder mightlook a little bare,
we are hopeful for the next year. Pandemics
have produced great literature and literature
provided us with the "deepest and insightful
record of events during pandemics". From
Homer to Saramago, epidemics have been a
steady refrainin outstanding works of literature.
Nearer home, Rabindranath, Saratchandra,
Munshi Premchand, Fakir Mohan Senapati, TS
Pillai and others have also woven magic carpets
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with words on the same theme. The 2011 movie
Contagion has chilled people with its uncanny
resemblance to Covid19. It is therefore almost
sure that the current pandemic which confined
people indoors for extended periods will also
spawn major works. Is it too much to expect
that some of the outpourings may find their
way here?

Desultory  talks on  the  pandemic
notwithstanding, we wish everyone a happy
and covid-free 2021 and, maybe, we can have a
real Founders' Day meet in 2022.

—————tre—— (Ot
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1931 at Colchester, Essex, England. He is

essentially a mathematician and relativist.
In the 1960s he calculated many basic features
of black holes, regions of space-time from which
nothing, not even light, can escape. Some of this
work he did in collaboration with a younger
colleague, Stephen Hawking. He was awarded
the 2020 Nobel Prize for Physics for proving
beyond doubt that black holes are inevitable
consequences of Einstein’s General Theory
of Relativity. Unfortunately, his younger
colleague did not live long enough to share
the prize with him. He received the Copley
Medal of the Royal Society in 2008.

Sir Roger Penrose was born on August 8,
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From 1964 to 1973 he served Birbeck College,
London as reader and eventually professor of
applied mathematics. He later held the Rouse-
Ball Chair of Mathematics at the University of
Oxford. He was knighted in 1994.

In 1969 Penrose and Hawking proved that,
according to Einstein’s General Theory of
Relativity, all matter within a black hole
eventually collapses to a ‘singularity’, a point
in space which is infinitely dense. This result
is known as the Hawking-Penrose singularity
theorem. Black holes and singularities have a
long connection with India. Way back in the
1930s young Subrahmanyan Chandrasekhar
had shown that stellar objects with a mass
greater than approximately 1.4 times the solar
mass (the Chandrasekhar limit) cannot be stable
and would collapse to a point under their own
weight. He got into trouble with Sir Arthur
Eddington who claimed that such an absurdity
cannot possibly occur in nature. Even Einstein
did not believe in black holes.

In 1955 Amal Kumar Raychaudhuri came up
with a very important equation that bears his
name. It describes the most general possible
motion that can occur in General Relativity.
Under a certain condition that holds for nearby
bits of matter (the strong energy condition),
the equation implies a focusing of matter
that cannot be avoided. This result was used
by Penrose and Hawking in proving their
singularity theorems.
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Penrose has visited Kolkata many times. When
he came first in 1987 on his way to Chittagong,
Jeremy Eyres of the British Council threw
a party in his honour. It was in this party
that Penrose met AKR first, and remarked to
Dipankar Home, ‘Oh, he lives here!

Apart from General Relativity Penrose has
a strong interest in geometry. In the 1970s
he discovered what has come to be known
as Penrose tiling in which a set of shapes can be
used to cover a plane without using a repeating
pattern (aperiodic tiling). The tiles that we
normally see on walls and floors are all made of
repeating patterns. Penrose tiling did not only
result in new patterns being used for tiling, it
also turned out to be useful in understanding

Penrose’s proposition is that

there is a deeper level of truth
where both of them give way fo
something more fundamental, and
presumably that level operates

in a non-computable way, and if
one can access it, one will have a
deeper understanding of mind and
CONsCiousness.

the properties of quasi-crystals discovered
in the 1980s, materials that are aperiodic in
structure, somewhere between amorphous
solids (like sand) and crystals with precise and
periodic patterns.

Penrose eventually became interested in the
problem of the mind and consciousness and
wrote two seminal books, The Emperor’s New
Mind (1989) and Shadows of the Mind (1994). In
these books he developed his thesis that the
mind does not always behave algorithmically
like a computer. An ideal computer (called a
Turing machine which is a mathematical model
of computation that manipulates symbols
according to a table of rules, an algorithm) gives
an output to every input in a finite duration
of time. In most cases, not always. There are,
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however, tasks that the computer cannot
complete in finite time. Such tasks are not
‘computable’. But the human brain can come
up with the answers in a finite time. Hence,
the brain functions essentially differently from
computers.

Here enters another strand in Penrose’s thesis,
namely Godel’s incompleteness theorems. Kurt
Godel was a famous European mathematician.
He proved two unusual theorems. None of
them uses any mathematical symbols. They
are stated in plain, simple English. The first
incompleteness theorem states:

In any consistent axiomatic theory, sufficiently
rich to include arithmetic, it will be possible to
construct a proposition G such that neither G
nor its negation is provable within the system.

Roughly speaking, G has the form: ‘I am not
provable’, or, ‘I am undecidable’. Think about
it. Ifitis provable, it is false, because it says ‘I am
not provable,” What if it is not provable? Then
it is right but not provable. So, mathematics is
fated to miss things—it is incomplete.

The second theorem is even more deadly. It says:

No consistent system (with a certain amount of
arithmetic in it) can prove its own consistency.

Penrose uses these theorems to further his
thesis that the mind does not always compute
or calculate. But since the mind is very much
a product of nature and is a part of nature,
nature cannot always be computing. However,
all known laws of nature are of a computable
kind, and that includes the two most profound
and fundamental theories, Einstein’s General
Theory of Relativity which dominates the
macroscopic domain and quantum mechanics
which rules the microscopic domain. But herein
lies the rub—the twain are incompatible with
each other. Penrose’s proposition is that there
is a deeper level of truth where both of them
give way to something more fundamental,
and presumably that level operates in a non-
computable way, and if one can access it, one



will have a deeper understanding of mind and
consciousness.

There is far more correlation in the microscopic
world of atoms and molecules than in
the familiar macroscopic world of chairs,
tables, planets and galaxies. These quantum
correlations exist across distances. In fact, they
are independent of the distance, a feature that
Einstein dubbed ‘spooky action-at-a-distance’.
He rejected it because it is, at least in spirit,
incompatible with his theory of relativity built
on the idea that action-at-a-distance cannot
occur. And relativity a la Einstein has been
proven correct beyond all doubt.

Quantum correlations allow a quantum system
to be in different quantum states at the same
time. Mathematically speaking, this is known
as the ‘superposition principle’. It is at the root
of all quantum weirdness, like the famous
Schrodinger cat which is both alive and dead
when hidden in a box. But nothing ever is
like that when you observe it. A cat is always
either alive or dead when spotted, and this is
also true of quantum systems—they are always
found to be in a definite state when observed.
Yet, when not observed, they are capable of
being in a state of superposition. What causes
them to lose their coherence when measured or
observed? This is a big problem with quantum
mechanics that still remains unsolved, the so
called “‘measurement problem’.

Penrose believes that there is a link between
Einstein type gravity (space-time curvature)
and quantum mechanics that enables quantum
correlations to be broken whenever one makes
an observation on a quantum state. If true, this
would be a solution of the measurement problem.

Penrose has conjectured that consciousness
arises out of quantum correlations in the brain.
But the brain is a hot and wet mass of billions
and billions of neurons in which the quantum
correlations are known to die out very
quickly. But together with Stewart Hameroff,
an anaesthetist, he speculates that quantum
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correlations persist in very thin structures
within the brain called microtubules whose
insides are fairly well isolated from the rest of
the brain.

But the question is: what is consciousness? To
an anaesthetist, consciousness is something that
goes away when an anaesthetic is used during
surgery. According to the Indian tradition,
however, there are four states of consciousness,
clearly defined in the Mandukya Upanishad. They

are the wakeful, dream, deep sleep and the turiya
states. The first three are the common states of

consciousness and turiya is the background that
underlies and pervades them. It is something
that would not be easily admitted by scientists
who look for things in space and time that can be
observed and measured. But consciousness is of
a different category. It is a subjective first-person
experience, radically different from third person
observations that constitute the basis of science.
Hence, consciousness is more subtle than is
realized in Western science and philosophy.

In Cycles of Time: An Extraordinary New View of the
Universe (2010), Penrose develops his theory of
conformal cyclic cosmology (CCC). Conformal
space-time is a structure that is insensitive to
changes of scale from the small to the large



mm—\ N NUAL

How can a remote future with a
radiation that has cooled down to
zero temperature and zero density
be identified with a hot Big Bang
with infinite density in the next
universee This is where conformal
geometry comes in.

(stretching) and vice versa (squashing). Near
the Big Bang where all particles, including
the Higgs boson, become effectively massless
because of their tremendously large kinetic
energies compared to their (rest) masses, space-
time is conformal. This conformal structure
plays a crucial role in Penrose’s theory in
which “the universe as a whole is to be seen as
an extended conformal manifold consisting of
a (possibly infinite) succession of aeons, each
appearing to be an entire expanding universe
history....where the continuation of each aeonto
the next is achieved so that, as conformal space-
time structure, the join is perfectly smooth.’
How can a remote future with a radiation
that has cooled down to zero temperature and
zero density be identified with a hot Big Bang
with infinite density in the next universe? This
is where conformal geometry comes in. “The
conformal “stretching” of the big bang brings
the infinite density and temperature down to
finite values, and the conformal “squashing” at
infinity brings the zero density and temperature
up, to finite values. These are just the kinds of
rescaling that make it possible for the two to
match, and the stretching and squashing are

procedures that the relevant physics on either
side is completely insensitive to.’

Is there any evidence either for or against
CCC? Penrose and his colleagues have argued
that there indeed is evidence in its favour in
the cosmic microwave background radiation
(CMBR), the cold radiation left over by the hot
big bang. As the universe expanded, it cooled
and now has a temperature of only 2.7 degrees
Kelvin. It permeates every inch of the sky and
is amazingly uniform, except for minute hot
spots. Penrose and his colleagues have claimed
that there indeed is evidence for CCC in the
form of rings of uniform temperature within
the CMBR. Those rings are the signature in
our aeon of spherically-emitted gravitational
waves generated by colliding black holes in
the previous aeon. Others have argued that
such rings have explanations in terms of more
conventional physics. Undeterred by these
criticisms, Penrose has claimed that rather than
rings of near uniform temperature, there are
patches within the CMBR that are much hotter
than the surrounding region. These hot spots
could be due to the (mainly electromagnetic)
radiation given off during the Hawking
evaporation of supermassive black holes in the
previous aeon. All this is fascinating, and who
knows what the future will reveal.

Penrose has also written The Road to
Reality (2004), an extensive overview of
mathematics and physics. It is, however, very
technical and more aimed at serious students
than laymen.
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The 'People’s Painter': Revisiting Jamini Roy

Anuradha Ghosh

erhaps ours is a time inherently most
Popportune than any to attempt a revisit

to Jamini Roy’s life and art, especially in
the context of renewed contemporary interest
in the folk, the subaltern, in the reclaiming of
submerged discourses and the restructuring
of cultural locations. Looking closely, these
were also the concerns of Jamini Roy, working
in a far-removed timeline, trying to solve his
impatience with the art of his times which
latched on to other climes and other times,
and followed an aesthetic destination firmly
bound to the folk culture of Bengal. His attempt
to understand national identity in terms of
regional culture- the siting of the national in
the local, as it were- has also assumed a deeper
significance in our own times. Our perceptions
related to located identity are being constantly
recalibrated- referenced to a seamless world
as it appears to be, thanks to technology- and
we find ourselves negotiating with questions
of cultural rootedness with far more urgency
and frequency than in the past. Where do
regional figurations belong, in the fashioning
of a national identity- or, more importantly,
is it at all feasible, even desirable, to configure
a cultural uniformity of Indianness, where
variable patterns are shiftingly inscribed in the
mosaic of India?

One way of looking at Jamini Roy’s engagement
with folk culture would be to see it as an
attempt at mainstreaming the marginal. We
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must remember that, after all, his artworks
were directed at an almost exclusively
urban clientale, who could appreciate- and,
importantly, afford-even the moderately-priced
artworks he created. He was also patroned by
a collective intellectual capital which could
firmly and unwaveringly situate his works
within the grand narrative of Indian art- most
of the intellectuals who wrote influential pieces
on his art were writers, academicians or social
commentators, not art critics.

It is actually possible to see Jamini
Roy as a figure negotiating with this
complex politics of significance and
value. It is the success of his idiom
that managed to embed Bengal
folk art (which had been- and still

is- located at the fringes) within the
discourse of mainstream art history.

It is actually possible to see Jamini Roy as a
figure negotiating with this complex politics
of significance and value. It is the success of
his idiom that managed to embed Bengal folk
art (which had been- and still is- located at the
fringes) within the discourse of mainstream
art history. Considered closely, this was also
a negotiation between two distinct systems of
ideology. One was the way of considering art
as community-centric (which is distinct from,
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yet distantly related to, the Marxist idea of the
communitarian function of art) and naturally
integrated with lived life, the individual artist
always submerged by the larger rhythms of
the comfortingly familiar traditions that he
helped propagate. The second was the colonial
concept of the ‘glorified” artist, who was an
individual set apart, with the gift of originality,
each of his artworks seen as unique items of
possession. It was, in a sense, a shift of focus
from the community to the individual. It was
not easy for a professional artist- whose entire
livelihood depended upon the sale of his
paintings- to entirely ignore this colonially-
propagated ideology, as it actually created the
high-value market for art. This market, distinct
from the ordinary buyers of cheap Kalighat
paintings, brought into existence certain extra-
artistic yardsticks of appreciation. The artist’s
signature, for example, got value-added further
by his intellectual reception, and often rode
above the artworks” aesthetic value. Jamini Roy
was not unaware of how this system worked-
in his early days as a portrait painter he had
become so well-known that to have a portrait
painted by him was in fact fashionable, and
he received numerous commissions. The
system of commissions is in itself interesting,
as it involves the ordering/pre-booking of an
artwork not yet in existence: its value, at that
point, rest entirely on the name/fame/style
of the individual artist, the aesthetic value of
the proposed painting already subservient to
these other factors. Having passed through
this phase, it was hardly possible for Roy to
embrace the customary anonymity of the folk
artists, for he was well aware of the logistics of
the market on which his livelihood depended.

He thus had to devise a strategy that reconciled
the ideology inherent in the village painters’
practice with the conditions related to the
marketing of artworks. It is known that he
deliberately kept the price of his paintings low
enough to be affordable even to the middle
class- who, interestingly, had never really been
buyers of art till then, though a considerable
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The way in which Roy reconciled
the folk painters’ work-ethic as
well as the manner of production
with the conditions of an emerging
urban art market is a remarkable
feat that deserves closer analysis
than it has hitherto received.

section among them had a fair idea about the
art of their times through the plates of paintings
that were regularly published in popular
periodicals. So in a very real sense he was
creating his own market where there were none
in existence. The earlier market for his portraits
and oil paintings had been mainly limited to
moneyed patrons. The way he managed to
create a clientele even among the middle class
is significant in itself. He produced a staggering
number of paintings so that the prices could
be kept low, taking the help of his son Patal
and his friend Mantu (Manindra Chatterjee),
his daughter-in-law even, in the spirit of a
workshop. Certain contemporaries sarcastically
called his studio a ‘factory’, in which “stacks
of paintings, after production, got his sign on
them, almost like thumb impressions.”* He had
himself expressed his wish to see his paintings,
instead of calendars, adorn the walls of middle-
class homes (which was seen as a clever
marketing ploy by some of his harshest critics),
and it is entirely possible that his intention was
much more than only to transform the visual
culture of the Bengali domestic interior. As we
had discussed earlier, he may have wished to
make art an integral part of urban daily living
just the way it was in the villages.

The way in which Roy reconciled the folk
painters” work-ethic as well as the manner of
production with the conditions of an emerging
urban art market is a remarkable feat that
deserves closer analysis than it has hitherto
received. Much has been said about the interface
of the urban and the folk in his paintings: we

'Bhabesh Sanyal, Kichhu Smriti, p 76




can understand now that even apart from the
question of theme, technique and treatment,
his very manner of execution and marketing
incorporate further aspects of this interface. In
a sense his art originated from the community,
and it directed itself at the community as well,
though in the second instance it was one that
was predominantly urban. But it remains
undeniable that he had always valued the
recognition and appreciation of the common
people. He possibly wished to replicate in an
urban context the mass appeal that the folk art
forms had in the villages; in a way a full circle
would be completed then.

We must remember that by the late 1930’s,
the left cultural movements and their efforts
to take art to the people brought about newer
definitions of “progressive art’. It was possibly
a combination of all these factors that led
him to be hailed by the communists as a true
‘Peoples’ Artist’. It is said that the Communist
Party of India urged him to declare himself so,
but Roy was not interested in getting involved
in active politics. Gopal Haldar even claimed
the exclusive right of the communists over
the art of Jamini Roy (in his essay Jamini Roy o
Jatiyo Chetona) by insisting that the rich people,
travelling by cars, who frequent his exhibitions
are not the true connoisseurs of his art.
According to him, his art related to the national
tradition which was of the people because he
used the language of folk art.?

Austin  Coates mentions an interesting
anecdote in his essay A Peasant’s Painter: ‘One
day, after a Communist had been particularly
importunate that Jamini Roy declared himself
a ‘people’s artist, he turned to me and said,
pointing at one of his pictures, “The carpenter
who made the frames. The beauty of his work.”
It is clear that he was turning away from a
commitment that could affect both his work

In another essay, ‘Culture o Communistder Daiyitto’, Halder
unequivocally puts forward his view that exhibitions of folk art
would make the working people confident about their creative
power. For a detailed discussion, see Chilika Ghosh, Realism and
the Issue of Taste: Marxist Cultural Debates in the 1940s, p 53
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and his general acceptability if he publicly
affiliated himself with a particular political
faith: instead of explanatory words, he silently
underlined through his gesture his private and
intimate reverence of the handiwork of the
anonymous, unremembered framer- who was
not even an artist, technically. It is this sense of
deep respect for the artisan- that extended to
include the farmer, the potter, the weaver and
all those who toiled with their hands to make
a living- which indicates that he had already
found his commitment, one that he followed
silently and without fanfare. It is perhaps true
that his inherent reticence could have been

The left-leaning intellectuals were
more concerned with figuring
out the dimensions of ‘progress’,
building on attitudes both anti-
colonial and anti-fascist, where
the vision of the ‘people’ took on
fransnational connotations. They
also explored potential relations
between “scopes of the modern
and popularin visual art.”

incompatible with political activism, but we
also need to realize that his views harboured
an inherent challenge to the urban-industrial
power structures to which the country was
succumbing at that colonial juncture. As such
it was deeply political in a very real sense,
and needed neither support nor corroboration
from any theoretical or functional doctrine.
His idealization of a rural-agrarian system
of economy may have been a reason why his
empathy towards the farmers/peasants did not
extend to include the urban factory labourers
who had already emerged as a visible social
group in his times.

He had, however, been close to the left-liberals
who were his contemporaries, and was wound
up in the emergent discourses. In 1942, in
a large public meeting, a committee was
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organized to set up the Anti-Fascist Writers’
and Artists” Union to counter the destructive
nature of Fascism. Presided over by Ramananda
Chatterjee (the editor of Prabasi and Modern
Review) the meeting was attended by Roy,
along with prominent liberals and Marxists of
Calcutta including Abu Sayeed Aiyub, Amiya
Chakraborty, Buddhadev Bose, Bishnu Dey,
Hiran Sanyal and Subhash Mukhopadhyay.
It was here that a leading left intellectual
said that “there is none more creative among
Indian painters” than Jamini Roy.> We need to
remember that the political potentiality of art
and literature was more a matter of concern then
among many progressive intellectuals, rather
than actual political commitment: a reason for
this could be the fact that the Communist Party
was itself underground from 1934 to 1942, and
its mechanisms, thus, could be deployed in the
cultural field only in a dispersed manner. The
Progressive artists and critics connected with
the Parichay group- some of whom were closely
associated with Roy and greatly admired his
work- were also not often inclined towards
active politics. The left-leaning intellectuals
were more concerned with figuring out the
dimensions of “progress’, building on attitudes
both anti-colonial and anti-fascist, where the
vision of the ‘people” took on transnational
connotations. They also explored potential
relations between “scopes of the modern and
popular in visual art.”* Such attitudes often
surfaced in many of their writings on Roy, while
trying to examine the deep connection of his art
to a living tradition of the people unsullied by
colonial modernity.

It has always seemed to me, however, that his
views had more of a Gandhian underpinning to
them, in his faith in the close-knit, self-sufficient
village economy and his distrust of embracing
a mechanized civilization at a time when the
country’s capacity of mechanical production

°Ratnabali Chatterjee, The Original Jamini Roy: A study in
the Consumerism of Art, p 13

*Sanjukta Sunderason, Partisan Aesthetics: Modern Art
and India’s Long Decolonization, p 47
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...there is indeed almost no instance
of violence or conflict in the

choice of his themes, or even in

his freatment, unless we consider
the curious emptiness in some of

his paintings of the unmanned
Calcutta streets as a trope for the
de-humanising effect of an urban-
industrial civilization.

was still limited. We may remember how he
used to press his palms to his ears whenever
a plane flew over his Ballygunge residence:
he believed the planes could break down any
moment, as the people here merely knew
how to pilot them, without knowing anything
about the practical production of its parts. But
at that particular cultural juncture, his art,
with its unique intersection of the folk and the
modern, had naturally become a fit subject to
be appropriated by the socialist debates of the
time regarding the formal and social value of
art. This, in conjunction with his methods and
intentions for reaching the common people,
made him a pivotal figure in the emergent
left-wing cultural discourse of the times. We
may recall that the Indian People’s Theatre
Association (IPTA) at that time had also been
figuring out ways in which art could be taken
‘to the people’. The collective nature of Roy’s
art must have had a role to play as well in his
popularity to the Marxists- it was anthesis to
the capitalist idea of the artist as a genius who
played solo to produce ‘masterpieces’, beyond
the grasp of the masses.

Therehadbeen, and stillis, a critical counterpoint
in existence that Roy’s paintings were never
really concerned with the contemporary social
and political upheavals: he lived through
two World Wars, the nationalist struggle for
freedom, and then the famine and partition
of the country, and none of these seemed to
leave any significant impress upon his art.



...there was, above all, that
impersonal aesthetic space

with its delight of lines, colours
and composition which was not
confingent on reality and hence
inalienable from the principle of
pleasure.

Even the fact that the source of his inspiration-
the Bengal villages and the villagers- were
facing rapid change both in their organization
and lifestyle seemed to go unregistered, and
neither his style nor his subjects responded in
any significant way to such changes. This is
indeed a veiled interrogation of his sustained
social commitment, and an instance of a rather
typecast expectation of homogeneity in artistic
response. While it is true that in Roy’s work
there is none of the portrayal of reality or
concerted social protest which, for example, we
get to see in some of the works of the Calcutta
Group artists of the 1940’s. it is also equally
true that each artist responds differently to his
times and shapes his own distinct narrative. It
is unjust to latch on to a preconceived notional
trend of correctness and use it as a yardstick to
measure deviations, as if from a pre-ordained
norm. The landscapes of his earlier days portray
stretches of the arid meadows of Bankura,
the undulating stony fields of the Santhal
homeland, women sowing seeds and farmers
ploughing in the paddy-fields- the atmospheric
ambience that had been real to him till a certain
age. Bishnu Dey mentions how he had painted
urban spaces too, as he saw them around him-
slums, the sad, serpentine lanes of Calcutta
with its overload of closely-packed houses,
even loaded boats on the Ganga at Bagbazar.
But there is indeed almost no instance of
violence or conflict in the choice of his themes,
or even in his treatment, unless we consider the
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curious emptiness in some of his paintings of
the unmanned Calcutta streets as a trope for
the de-humanising effect of an urban-industrial
civilization.

It does seem that with his folk-inspired idiom he
was trying to create an aesthetic reality which
was not parallel, but actively contradictory to
the fractured experience of the present which
effectively re-wrote the connections between
the individual, the community and culture. In
the face of such strong forces of transformation-
and disintegration- Jamini Roy’s works
encoded a deeper reality beyond the temporally
real; these brought about a world of reassuring
continuity rooted in the collective lived lives
of the people and the unifying folk culture,
something that had defied multiple forces of
change before, and had the quiet, unassuming
power to do so even in those deeply troubled
times. And there was, above all, that impersonal
aesthetic space with its delight of lines, colours
and composition which was not contingent on
reality and hence inalienable from the principle
of pleasure. The sense of perfect symmetry that
Roy created in his paintings also puts forward
a frame of reassurance in the face of dissonance
and discordance: it is as if the beauty of the
rhythms and symmetry holds together a slice
of frozen time that is almost prelapsarian in
its simplicity, untarnished by the forces of
change. It was possibly this charmed circle that
he could create in his works that made for his
immense popularity. It was a space one could
refer back to amid the fretfulness of the present:
it would remain ever unchanging, holding the
conviction that the basic regular rhythms of life
do not essentially change in spite of the rise and
fall in the fortunes of nations and civilizations.
These are, in fact, invincible and reassertive,
with an understated power that Roy could fully
utilize in his works.
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Real Name: Bantul

Identity/Class: Unknown.
Occupation: Various odd jobs when money is short.

Affiliations: ‘Lambakarna’. (a small boy, who has
a special power of hearing from a great distance.);
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an ostrich (by manipulating his wings Bantul flies).
Enemies: Terrorists, outlaws, smugglers in general.

Bachchu, Bichchu : two small boys who are
criminally-minded; Bantul always try to prevent
them from doing mischief, so they try to harm
Bantul.

Known Relatives: One very old aunt. Bantul is
brought up by her, and he still stays in her house,
looking after her.

Aliases: Bantul the Great.

Base of Operations: A small township at a remote
corner of eastern India, sometimes other parts of
India also.

First Appearance: ‘Bantul The Great” Comic strip in
Magazine shuktara, started 40 years ago.

Powers/Abilities: He has Physical power beyond
imagination. He can move big things by blowing air
form his mouth; his body is so tough that bombs,
bullets or knives cannot penetrate. In a few instances
terrorists fired missiles at him, and he used them as
football. Even his tiny hairs (he usually has a shaven
head) are so tough that they act like thorns or nails,
so if he touches a ball with his head, the ball bursts.
He can fly by manipulating the wings of his favourite
ostrich.

History: Bantul is a superhuman who tries to enjoy
a leisurely life in a remote corner of eastern India,



who comes to the rescue of good people and to
enforce the law and punish criminals. He helped
Indian Military and Police a few times to catch
terrorists and smugglers. The rest of the time he
spends reading books, cooking, fishing, roaming in
jungle and mountains, or try to earn some money
when he runs short of it. Most of the times he land
up in a mess when trying to earn money, as he is
never conscious of his great powers, so he does
normal things abnormally and destroy everything!
(For example, if he takes a job of lawn mowing,
he will definitely break the lawn mower!) Despite
all his abilities, he’s by heart a small boy, and most
of the time he forgets his powers and try to act like
a normal man. This way he brings miseries to his
friends also.

Created by Sri Narayan Debnath.
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Truth, Death, and Dialogue in the

Mahabharata

Ranabir Samaddar

[For the English translations of the cited stanzas of the Mahabharata in this section, I
have depended on Chaturvedi Badrinath, The Mahabharata — An Inquiry into the Human
Condition (Hyderabad: Orient Longman, 2006); I have used the literal (non-verse)
translation of the Bhagavadgita by V.M. Moharaj, and appended to his The Warrior and
the Charioteer (New Delhi: Leftword, 2005)]

I

eath and truth meet each other at their
Dﬁnal moments, and it is said that only

truthfully we can speak of death, and
only in the final moment of death we arrive at
the question of truth. This dialogue between
truth and death and the other dialogue that goes
on between different truths create the dialogic
subject. But by dialogue I do not mean a simple
uncontested conversation. The conversation
is ripe with dialogic possibilities when it is
contested. The subject is dialogic because the
subject is relational. The Mahabharata, studied,
invoked, and sought to be emulated in the
colonial time on many occasions, speaks of
the dialogic subject as it takes a distinctly
relational attitude to the question of the self.
This becomes clearer if we think of say Michel
Foucault’s writings on western antiquity.
Foucault described the technologies of the self
as the practices of the self on the self — practices
that were essentially practices of the body,
which would help taking care of the self. In
time this would mean governing the self. In
the Mahabharata however the inquiry into the
self is strictly relational, that is to say relational
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with the other. Thus the essence of human life
is not constituted solely by the relationship
each person has with his or her self, that is to
say, with the particularities of his or her body
and mind, and with their specific working
together in the form of desires, motives, acts,
and emotions, but it is constituted by the
relationship with the other, which may be a
family, or any other collective entity, society,
nation, and then, nature, earth, sky, fire, wind,
water, plants, rivers, and trees. Achieving a
right relation with the other is a crucial factor
in establishing a right relation with one’s self.
The two are inextricably linked, because life
is relational. In a relational framework the
Mahabharata tells us of the great issues of truth,
dialogue, and death.

Truth in the Mahabharata is not a philosophical
problem, but a political problem, in other
words a practical problem. In the Dronaparba
Yudishthira the virtuous finds warriors killed
and their bodies scattered everywhere, and
then with the dear young Abhimanyu being
killed by the enemy, he breaks down and wails,
“These kings and warriors are lying on the
earth; ‘dead’ is the identity they bear” (52.12).
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And then he asks, “I wonder, why they are
known as “‘dead’, who dies, what causes death,
and why death should claim the living?” (52.18)

The answer he gets from Vyasa the wise is
that death is equal to all. Diseases and illness
come naturally, and therefore men die, thus
no one is responsible for the deaths. In similar
way pride, arrogance, vain talk, lack of self-
sacrifice, excessive self-pursuit, and betrayal,
cause death. Death does not strike; men die.
We have here an appropriate theory of practice,
which weaves the theme of responsibility
and obligation with the broader question of
appropriate practice. Vyasa goes further. He
says not only death is equal, people working
appropriately do not fear death, Death has no
power over them, because they live their lives
in truth, they are free of sloth and laziness, they
earn wealth by proper means, and they speak
only good of their teachers and the thinkers,
and they are at peace with themselves and self-
controlled. If the self under the “confusion of
perceptions” is assailed by death which takes
the form of greed and hatred, there is also a
way out. As the Mahabharata says, “... the one
recognising that death comes from confusion of
perceptions no longer fears death, now firm in
the true knowledge of things. Approaching him
death dies, in the same way as die all mortals”.
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(42.16) Bhisma the elder makes the connection
even clearer. Lying on his deathbed of arrows
he says, “What may be done tomorrow, do it
today...for Death does not ask if your work
is complete” (174.14). Seeking truth, one frees
oneself from death. And then the Mahabharata
ends with these words, “Both death and
deathless co-habit the human body. From the
confusion of perceptions comes death, and
from truth that which death cannot touch. It is
only through truth that one conquers death”.
(175.29 & 30)

Therefore, the way the subject connects
death to truth is not a metaphysical one, but
a very practical one. Truth here is a matter of
determination in practice. It is this practice
that dispels the fear of death. The Mahabharata
proceeds with the problematic of truth in this
way: In fact we have to note that while in the
midst of war (Dronaparba) death (the most
expected sight, also the most common sight)
raises the issue of truth, when peace comes at
last (Shanitiparba) it is not truth which becomes
the pre-occupation of the combatants. They do
not discuss death, the obvious consequence of
war; they do not discuss the million slaughters
this war has caused. Peace occasions return
to a discussion of politics, practicalities, and
wisdom, which connect them to the realisation
of truth, earlier deliberated in the midst of
devastation, war, and deaths. We must realise
the significance of this displacement further in
the light of the fact, that while war should have
occasioned the discussion of the practical virtue
of avoiding deaths, instead we hear the epic
telling the protagonists of the necessity of death
because of human evils, and the parallel virtue
of truth, which, the Shanitparba will tell us later,
lies in discerning the practical obligations of
life. The theme of practical obligations returns
in Shantiparba when the Mahabharata discusses
truth in form of practice, politics.

What sense then can we make of this war-peace
continuum? How do all these look when one
recalls say Clausewitz, and think of politics as
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In fact we have to note that while
in the midst of war (Dronaparba)
death (the most expected sight,
also the most common sight) raises
the issue of tfruth, when peace
comes at last (Shanitiparba) it is
not fruth which becomes the pre-
occupation of the combatants.

war and as war as politics on the basis of the
maxim, war is the continuation of politics by
other means? For the political subject this is an
extremely significant question. The subject has
entered politics as a combatant, as a soldier;
and now the subject must make sense of this
politics, which is war, but not war. The wise
Bhisma of course tells that to avoid war, one
must perform the practical tasks of politics
well, that is, govern well. In other words,
one must secure and protect the practical
foundations of politics so that they are not
destroyed by the appearance of the “other”
form, which is war. In order to appreciate the
continuum, yet maintain the specificity of the
political, calculation is therefore imperative.
The advices in the Mahabharata are calculations
towards this maxim. The political subject must
deliberate and calculate. Both analytically and
normatively this is significant.

What do we mean by “continuum” and what do
we mean by “other means”, which define this
continuum? Does it mean that as diplomacy
fails, dialogue fails, violence must ensue, as
Krishna impressed on the point in conversation
with the Kaurava emissary, Sanjay, sent by the
blind Dhritarashtra. “You will not rectify by
my counsel and the counsel of dharma, hence
war shall begin.” Then what happens to the
foundations, possibilities, and therefore the
power of politics? Are we then to believe that
as the “im-political” (impossible for politics)
dimension of the political takes over, we must
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wait for the destruction of all save the core
of the political to wait for politics to begin?
And is it not this, which has happened after
every revolution, and every massive war as
the Second World War? Is it then the story of
the impossibility of politics, or rather “pure
politics”, and an ever-mutating combination of
the im-political and the political, and thus the
impossibility of politics as pure politics?

Butlest we should think that thisis all a question,
deliberately wrapped in enigmatic terms, about
the relationship between means and end, we
have to recall that in the Mahabharata it is not
a technological rationality that is established
between the dialogues in the Dronaparba and
those of Shantiparba. True, Mahabharata eschews
any notion of pure violence; and it speaks of
the futility of destruction while emphasising
the necessity of death. It means, violence must
be launched politically, which means rationally,
with calculation, with instruments, and hence
deceit can be a part of it as a rational option.
Yet, if the Mahabharata places war as an eternal
theatre, the continuum of war and politics is
specifically historical. Politics will interpret
a particular war as struggle and vice versa.
Politics in this sense will not be only daily
negotiation, but something will exceed daily
negotiations, and may mutate to war. This is
because interests will remain irreconcilable.
Recall therefore the warning, they “will not
rectify by my counsel and the counsel of
dharma, hence war shall begin.” But how will
the political subject ensure that the im-political
will remain only a possibility, and even when
it happens, that the return will be possible, and
mostly desirable? The only answer Shanitiparba
seems to suggest is that political conditions
have to be prolonged as much as possible by
good and judicious governance. Clearly the
imagination of the author of the epic stopped
there. Perhaps the pre-occupation of the epic
was with death and life, which we can read
as war and politics, and the only point he
was making was that this relation could not
be understood unless we had the problematic
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of truth in our mind - truth that bound death
and life with the same sense of practicality and
virtue.

Shanitiparba seems to suggest is
that political conditions have tfo be
prolonged as much as possible by
good and judicious governance.
Clearly the imagination of the
author of the epic stopped there.

Therefore the task is to understand practicality
or pragmatism as wisdom. Against delusion the
Mahabharata says in Anushashanparba, “What is
eternally true, but contains clever distortion is
in fact a lie” (232.18). And more significantly,
“The way it was heard, the way it was seen, and
the way it was done, to represent it through
speech without distortion is truth” (232.17). Is
truth then a manifest problem of the relative, in
the same way the Dronaparba treated the issue of
death and dharma? Even dharma is contingent on
truth, thus, “I hear that dharma and truth were
weighed on a scale, and truth was found to be
of more weight”. (Shantiparba, 199.69), and “in
truth alone dharma is preserved” (Shantiparba,
162.24). Thus, we avoid the delusion of dharma
with the criterion of truth. By how do we avoid
the delusion of truth? That is where rational
judgement, and therefore politics, which can
lead to war and killings, comes in. Bhisma the
elder counsels Yudisthira the virtuous that it is
difficult to determine all the time what is truth
and untruth, and when to speak truth and when
one must speak the untruth. “Undoubtedly it
is good to speak the truth... Yet I shall speak
to you of that which is exceedingly difficult
to judge. Where truth turns into untruth, it is
better not to speak the truth for in that case
untruth acts as truth.” (109.5) The Mahabharata
was reminding the enthusiastic followers of
free speech, “truth is not confined to truth
speaking”. “What is truth only formally in
speech is not necessarily truth; one should
discriminate between truth and untruth with

74

regard to their effects” (Karnaparba, 69.34).

In order to be aware of the human condition
and its implications for politics, the political
subject cannot be aware simply of the “human
condition”, the subject has to be a dialogic
agency to swim through the currents of
various relations and relationships. Politics in
this way establishes the passage between war
conditions and peace conditions, ethics and
practicalities, killings and saving lives, between
truth and untruth, and finally truth and virtue.
Bhisma says that freedom is an affirmation
of relationships, and not their denial. Even
though relation with the other begins with
consciousness of the self, there is no mysterious
basis of self-knowledge. It should not surprise
us therefore that the Mahabharata inspired the
subjectin colonial India. Anti-colonial resistance
led to arediscovery of the Mahabharata. A proper
anushilantattva was considered important for
the nationalist revolutionaries. They converged
on reading the Mahabharata, in particular the
Bhagavadgita (BG), and drawing from there an
appropriate theory of action (anushilantattoa),
which would be a part of an appropriate theory
of knowledge (gyanatattva) and dharma (virtue).
Thus killings were to be part of a theory of the
just. Therefore when Arjuna the warrior said,
“I see ominous sign, O Kesava, I do not foresee
prosperity after killing my kinsmen” (BG: 1.31),
his counsel Krishna the Hrishikesha replied,
“Just as the childhood, youth, and old age of
the mortal body are for the soul, so it is for the
soul to pass into another body; the Wise is not
perplexed by all these” (BG: 2.13), and then,
“The Unreal never exists, the Real is never
non-existent; the seers, who have realised the
truth, know this fact” (BG: 2.16); and “Whoever
thinks that he kills it, whoever thinks that it is
the killer, neither of them knows the truth; it
neither Kkills nor is killed”. (BG: 2.19). Krishna
thus tells, O Partha, “Be indifferent to desire and
sorrow... be prepared to fight... This advice is
based on the wisdom of Sankhya” (BG: 2.38-
39). “Sankhya is the path of knowledge” (BG:
3.3), and “He who restrains his organ of action,



but thinks of the object of senses is a fool who
acts vainly”. (BG: 3.6).

Anti-colonial resistance led to a
rediscovery of the Mahabharata.
A proper anushilantattva was
considered important for the
nationalist revolutionaries.

With this theory of action, where does the Gita
lead the political subject of the colonial time?
It tells, “Knowledge arises from satva and
insatiable greed from rajas; from tamas delusion,
error, and ignorance arise” (BG: 14.17). Satva
is purity, the result of good karma (action,
practice), and rajas results in sorrow and tamas
in ignorance (BG: 14.16). This epistemology
tells us of three gunas (quality, property) —
knowledge, action, and the being of the actor
(BG: 18.19), and proper knowledge would
see karma (action) in connection, relation (BG:
18.22). The anti-colonial political subject learnt
to wage war and kill if necessary, but this is not
all, it learnt to see actions in connection. Thus
from the moment of its emergence it was to be
free from any metaphysics of self. It also learnt
to connect truth with practice and practicality.
Dialogue thus means practical reasoning. It
makes the self relational. It suggests a new
register of the two permanent inter-related
realities of truth and death

II

Let us visit the anti-colonial time again. Exactly
one hundred and thirteen years ago, in March
1906, revolutionaries in Bengal started a journal,
called Jugantar. The colonial administration
initiated measures against the journal within
a year under the Incitement to Offences Act,
and the journal had to close down in mid-1908.
Only few issues thus came out. Yet the name
survived. The influence of the journal was so
strong in those days that few years later in 1913
some members of the Jugantar staff brought out
a compilation of some of the articles and entries
in the journal under the title. Mukti Kon Pothe
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(Whither Freedom?), the title under which
a series of polemical entries for discussion
had been previously published in the journal.
Writers like Aurobindo, Sakharam Ganesh
Deuskar, Bhupendra nath Dutta, Upendra nath
Bandopadhyay, and debated if India needed to
revive cottage industry, how they could help
the peasantry, how they could acquire arms,
the nature of the future rule, the organisational
style of resistance and rebellion, etc. Most
importantly, should they wait for the people to
become aware of the evils of alien rule to begin
“actions”, or were “actions” were to be the
catalytic or galvanising agents? These classic
questions of politics and material life surfaced
again and again in the essays in Jugantar.

In the first edition of Jugantar, the editor had
declared that without connecting its present,
past and future, no society could establish
itself, and for “transformation” society needed
new ideal, theory, education, and above all
“new practice”. “Practice” implied sadhana
(spiritual pursuit). Sadhana meant doing with
away with indiscipline in thought and lifestyle,
and lack of dedication in the pursuit of goal; it
meant further the realisation that individual
benefit and collective benefit were dependent
on each other. What was at stake was above
all national life. To make national life possible,
“appropriate work” was needed. In subsequent
issues the journal illustrated what the group
meant by goal-oriented work. In the
diagnosis of the ills of the country there was
little of the invocation of the past glory of the
country. If the disease had been recognised,
Jugantar argued, redress too had started,
first with character (charitra) reformation.
Character reform was possible through suitable
readings and actions — both individual and
collective exercises, which would drill the
body and mind into appropriate agencies for
actions. “Appropriate work”, therefore meant
“goal oriented performance” (upajukta karma ba
lakshyabhimukhin anusthan).

Was this insane thinking? In a letter to the editor
published in Jugantar (3 Bhadra, 1313 B.S.), an
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“insane” reader (insane through meditation
— jogakhyapa) admitted that currents of new
thinking had to ability the trigger wild ideas in
a reader’s mind; but then were not these ideas
clear symptoms of the end of an age? In the epic
Mahabharata Arjun the warrior was advised not
to behave like a coward; he was further advised
to clean his mind of the agony at the prospect
of killing men who were foes. This was goal
oriented thinking, though this was seemingly
an insane state of mind occupied with only one
thing.

Bankim's theory of practice (anushilan)
and the perfect man (Lord Krishna
because only he could perfectly
balance the virtues of the body and
the soul in the Mahabharata history)
became a critical gradient in anti-
colonial imagination.

But goal oriented thinking also meant
biplobtattva, which had to be combined with
jugadharmatattva (theory of the religion of
today), which in turnimplied attending to social
divisions and hierarchies, knowledge of how to
rule (once the British left), knowing the utility
and limits of passive resistance, understanding
the true meaning of the word “religion” (which
should cover the whole country), and finally
knowing how to collect men, money, and arms.
But while the journal increasingly articulated
the details of its enterprise, its inquiry (and
the mission of the early terrorists and the early
nationalists) was cast in a complex of three
theories — dharmatattva, anushilantattva, and
jugadharmatattva (theory of religion or virtue,
theory of practice, and theory of the religion
of the current age). Together they constituted
the politics of action — an intense materiality,
which could not take form without terror as a
component.

In Bengal then the early terrorists” language of
politics revolved around three words: (a) prakriti
(nature, way, self, as it exists...), the notion of
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which allowed them to critically analyse life and
existence; (b) sadhana (pursuit with dedication,
discipline, control, and concentration of self),
which enabled them to refuse to reconcile with
the existence of the colonised; and finally, (c)
karma (activity, action, practice, activism, duty,
destiny), which allowed them to author their
flight paths ranging from killing, courting
death, to connecting with the globe.

How was the replacement of pure thinking
by goal-oriented thinking possible? How
could detachment combine with involvement
to give birth to criticality in thinking and
action? The displacement was provoked by
the great book itself. In Mahabharata Krishna
has to discuss practicalities of political affairs
of the state with the pious and holy men such
as Vyasa, Narada, Shukracharya, when he
meets them on his way to the Kaurava court
for one last try to avoid the civil war. In a kind
of political conference the debates take place,
and the possibilities of war and its effects are
discussed. Similarly, when the civil war is over
with hundreds lying dead on the battlefield,
and thousands losing their fathers, husbands,
and sons wailing continuously with “the wind
blowing their cry and anguish miles away”,
Yudhisthira the virtuous is a broken man in
sadness, remorse, and self-flagellation, and
thinks now of the possibilities of renunciation
and salvation (moksha), Arjuna, his younger
brother and the warrior, reminds him that
moksha is not for those who are in the business
of ruling and politics, and tells him that wealth,
material possessions, and power come at great,
superhuman effort, and why should that be
now renounced? Arjuna reminds him of the
long years of deprivation and dispossession that
the brothers had to pass, and then comes the
most remarkable part of the political account in
the epic. Yudhisthira along with his brothers is
taken to Bhisma the elder who is lying on his
deathbed, the mattress of arrows, for the last
advice on politics. And Bhisma the elder cannot
die without imparting the political advice to the



conqueror as to how to rule and the intricacies
of rule. Death comes only when politics has
been understood, instructed, laboured, and
avenged. Therefore, not surprisingly the Gita
could never make the militant nationalists who
read it every day passive, for Gita comes in the
Mahabharata, only in the wake of politics, just
before the great war is to begin, and is preceded
by doctrines and political deliberations around
the desirability of the war, similarly followed
by political discussions on ethical dilemmas.
Therefore with its idealist doctrines Gita cannot
prevent the militant reader from developing
a theory of action. Indeed, anushilantattva
developed by early revolutionaries included a
theory of obligation, legislation, and change.
Politics in short appeared to the early terrorists
as calculation, organisation, deliberation, goal
orientation, renunciation, and action. Activities
of mind and the body highly synchronised,
the militant nationalist could now become the
bomb to explode on the face of the enemy. The
revolutionary terrorists read Bankim chandra
well. Bankim’s theory of practice (anushilan)
and the perfect man (Lord Krishna because only
he could perfectly balance the virtues of the
body and the soul in the Mahabharata history)
became a critical gradient in anti-colonial
imagination. Speaking of Krishna, the purpose
in writing Krishnacharitra, Bankim had written,
was to demonstrate the historical possibility
and evidence of such character and indicate the
way the countrymen should follow.

Bankim wrote of karmanusthana. Karmanusthana
is the pursuit of karma, the culture of action,
the institution of action, which we call activity,
the doctrine of practice. To do so, Bankim
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argued in the voice of Krishna: cultivation,
that is incessant practice, is the key. Krishna
overwhelms Mahabharata with this sense of
practicality. Bankim elsewhere speaks of the
necessity of physical vocation(s) (shaririki britti),
which is one of the four major human pursuits,
the other three being, “pursuit of knowledge”,
“performance of work”, and “pleasing or
satisfying the soul”. Physical vocation includes
all types of action, keeping one’s body healthy,
arms training, training to ride horses, protecting
and caring for the family and the near and dear
ones, readiness to go to war, regular physical
education and training, eating meat and other
nutritious food, etc., etc. Yet Bankim does
not forget to mention that in all these will be
required anushilan, practice, and anushilan as
part of virtue (dharma).

In the epic therefore Krishna guided his dear
disciple Arjuna and the entire clan of the
Pandavas through the great war and left for
the nationalists in the early period of militant
anti-colonialism a theory of physical existence,
action, and a sense of mission and fulfilment
of life. Remember, Krishna had to plot the
murders of Jarasandha, Shishupala, Bhishma,
Drona, Karna, Aswathama, and others,
and in his advice he repeatedly the word,
karmanusthana, which implied “performance”
(or the institution of action).

One can say, using the words of Richard Rorty
in Consequences of Pragmatism, in the colonial
world the political subject was already halfway
towards the creation of an ethical theory of
practicality. The Mahabharata was the perfect
guide. The subject was a believer, yet the subject
was doing without a singular absolute God.

<t~
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Gender Gap in Science and COVID-19

Amita Chatterjee

adambini Ganguly, the first woman
Kphysician in the whole of South Asia,

received a degree in medicine in 1886,
from Calcutta Medical College. Yet, when
I joined Presidency College in 1967, only a
handful of girls (the number just reached
the double digit, if I remember correctly)
were enrolled in Physics, Chemistry and
Mathematics. After 53 years, the number of
female undergraduate entrants in science has
definitely increased. Still the fact remains that
the number of women in science dwindles
steadily at higher levels of scientific pursuit,
especially after obtaining Masters and Ph. D.
Degrees. The percentage of women in India
pursuing scientific research as a career or
occupying position of authority in reputed
universities, IITs, IISC or research institutes
is minuscule. I, therefore, was overjoyed a
couple of months ago. This year, the Nobel
Prizes in Chemistry and Literature have been
awarded to women. In Physics too, the Prize
has been shared with a woman scientist. But
that moment of jubilation was very short-
lived; it was soon replaced by a rude shock as
I came upon a report on how Covid-19 was
exacerbating the gender gap in science.

Post-Doctoral ~ Scholars’”  Association  of
University of California, San Francisco has
reported, following a global survey, that there
has been a significant decline in women’s
preprint publications in science journals
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during the last eight months. As women are
the primary caregivers, women scientists have
to spend a considerable chunk of a working
day on housework, elder and child-care, and
home-schooling. A very small number of them
could join or participate in clinical trials. While
some senior women scientists have been able
to change their research focus to Covid-related
areas and retain their research funding, many
junior scientists could not change their fields of
research. On top of that, due to lockdown and
limited transport options many of them could
not complete their fieldwork. Consequently,
some women scientists have lost their jobs
or stipend-support, and some are trying to
survive with a depleted research budget due

While some senior women scientists
have been able to change their
research focus to Covid-related
areas and retain their research
funding, many junior scientists could
not change their fields of research.

to fund-cuts. In many cases there has been a
30% cut in already sanctioned project finances.
As they cannot regularly attend their labs,
women scientists are being side-lined in
decision-making and leadership roles. Some
may object that owing to the pandemic people
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in general are facing hardships; so it is not a
gendered problem per se. Yet we cannot deny
that the pandemic has affected women rather
disproportionately. Virus may not discriminate
but the systems and social norms still do, says
the report.

At the policy level the focus has
shiffed from making enlightened
homemakers to empowering
women as science professionals.
There have been several attempts
fo make curricula and textbooks
gender equitable with efforts

fo highlight the necessity of
including girl students in classroom
interactions.

Under-representation of women in science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics
(STEM) is a global phenomenon. India is not an
exception in this regard. In spite of the fact that
there is no significant gender difference in test
scores of mathematics and science till the end of
the middle school in (urban and rural) India, as
the latest statistics provided by the Department
of Science and Technology (DST) suggests, only
14.3% of the total population directly engaged
in research and development activities at
various research institutes and universities are
women. The selection of subjects by women at
the high school and college levels as well as in
career preferences are observed to be guided
by certain stereotypes. This gender gap can
be bridged only if we know the causal factors
generating and contributing to it.

The situation is more precarious for rural
aspirants than those coming from the urban
background, though combining scientific
career with family responsibilities is difficult
anywhere. Every village in India does not
have a high school. Generally, young girls
are not allowed to venture outside their village,
though boys often travel to distant villages to
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complete their education. In most rural schools
laboratory facilities are very poor. So students
rarely have any hands-on experience even after
paying extra lab fees. Conservative parents/
guardians are reluctant to let the girls continue
higher studies irrespective of the stream - arts,
science or commerce. They would rather prefer
to marry their girls off as soon as they attain
the marriageable age. After marriage, very
few women have the opportunity to go in
for further study. Even if they are initially
allowed, they would be asked to discontinue
on the flimsiest of grounds because most are of
the opinion that pursuit of higher studies and
professional career are sure to affect adversely
discharging family duties and responsibilities.
Under the circumstances one needs a very
strong will and institutional support to take up
lab-based science courses.

The Government of India has been making
efforts to remove physical, economic, social,
individual/psychological, ~ cultural, and
policy-level obstructions in women’s access to
mathematics and science education by adopting
multi-pronged remedial measures and good
practices (vide DST Final Report on Status of
Women in Science and Technology, 2016-17).
The Government has distributed bicycles for
increasing the mobility of rural girl students
and has built many schools and colleges with
science facilities and hostels for women, even
though the number is inadequate for meeting
the existing need. In order to remove
economic hurdles, science education has been
considerably subsidized. Provisions have been
made by awarding programs such as National
Science Talent Search Scholarships, Single Girl
Child Scholarships, and Maulana Azad National
Scholarships for girls belonging to minority
community. Processing fees and tuition fees
have been exempted for scholarship-holders.
Women are given an age relaxation of 5years in
government jobs, science research projects, and
competitiv examinations. To encourage women
scientists, many schemes have been introduced
under KIRAN (Knowledge Involvement in



Research Advancement through Nurturing),
for example, Fellowship Schemes for break in
career, Institutional Support through CURE,
Women Technology Parks (WTP) and a
‘mobility scheme’ to address relocation issues
that may arise due to marriage, transfer of
spouse, schooling of children, etc. A National
Task Force for Women in Science has been set
up. Under the supervision of Government,
lives and works of women scientists are being
chronicled to inspire young girls to follow
in their footsteps. At the individual level
psychological and career counselling have
been arranged for boosting confidence of girl
students, their parents, and young researchers
in science. At the policy level the focus has
shifted from making enlightened homemakers
to empowering women as science professionals.
There have been several attempts to make
curricula and textbooks gender equitable with
efforts to highlight the necessity of including
girl students in classroom interactions. Still the
effects of gender stereotyping are persisting.

Though these measures appear to be adequate
for removing social inequities, to remove the
effects of stereotyping we need to bring about
drastic changes in our perception of women’s
ability to pursue mathematics and sciences.
There exists a strong belief in many societies,
including ours, that girls cannot perform
abstract reasoning and they follow different
problem- solving strategies. It is believed,
boys are naturally competent to grasp abstract
reasoning and have better spatial skills, i.e.,
they can mentally represent and manipulate
objects in space more efficiently than girls.
A successful scientific career requires certain
essential traits, such as proficiency in analysis,
logical coherence, and competence in visuo-
spatial reasoning. It is believed, girls are
somewhat challenged in these areas.

To test this notion, we, in our School of
Cognitive Science at Jadavpur University,
have given participants different reasoning
tasks (tasks in deductive reasoning, inductive

83

—2020-2021 _

reasoning, causal reasoning, and visuo-spatial
reasoning) to see whether there is any real
difference in the reasoning patterns of boys
and girls. We collected data from 956 students
of science and engineering from different
universities and institutes of West Bengal.
We have observed the following trends in our
studies.

If science and mathematics are not
faught in a dry and abstract way,

if in textbooks of mathematics and
science, abstract problems are
explained in more women-friendly,
l.e., content and context sensitive
ways with more examples, and
connections amongst concepts are
made clear, the performance of girl
stfudents and women researchers
will definitely improve.

In the abstract version of the logical and
mathematical reasoning tasks, the male
performance is comparatively better than that
of the female subjects, yet the difference is not
significant enough to claim that men are better
abstract reasoners than women. A crucial finding,
observed in concrete versions, is that women are
content and context sensitive. Though same tasks
were given to all, content and social problem
introduction led to much better understanding
and increase in the number of correct solutions
in case of women, and there is a clear evidence
of performance improvement. Women treated
each task (situation) individually (on a case-by-
case basis) rather than by forming a general
idea about all the tasks. In comparison, men
showed a lack of content and context sensitivity.
Their performance rate remained steady across
different kinds of reasoning. It is likely that
they followed the same pattern of reasoning
and applied the same solution right from the
first task to the last, irrespective of any change
in the pattern. Each task (situation) was not
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treated separately leading to a general pattern
of response. Initially men performed better
than women in visuo-spatial reasoning tasks.
Performance of women, however, improved
with training and cues.

As it is, the male—-female ratio in
scientific fields is quite lop-sided,

a further drop in the number of
women scientists will affect research
performances negatively.

It has become quite obvious from the above
studies that gender stereotypes are more
mythical than real. If science and mathematics
are not taught in a dry and abstract way, if in
textbooks of mathematics and science, abstract
problems are explained in more women-
friendly, i.e., content and context sensitive ways
with more examples, and connections amongst
concepts are made clear, the performance of girl
students and women researchers will definitely
improve. Instead of making all out efforts to bust
the unfounded myths and encourage more and
more women to take up science careers, parents
and teachers are construing their different
abilities as their inability to pursue science, as
we see too often. There should be more intense
parent counselling and teacher counselling
along with appropriate student counselling to
remove prejudices against women’s scientific
abilities.

Braving all these hurdles and misperceptions
women in science have to wage wars in
many fronts even in normal circumstances.
During the pandemic, their problems have
multiplied. If special supports are not provided
to junior scientists and aspiring scientists,
India is going to lose a generation of women
scientists. Beneficial effects of good practices
introduced by the Government of India before
the pandemic will be wiped out quickly. Both
the government sector and the private sector,
therefore, should adopt strategies to minimize
the effects of Covid-19 on women scientists.
To neutralize the impact of the pandemic,
DST, DBT, and other government and private
research institutions should be more flexible
regarding submission deadline of mid-term
reports and completion reports of funded
scientific projects, extension of projects, and
release of already sanctioned funds. Research
scholars and project assistants should be paid
regularly. This is the right time to take full
advantage of the schemes already existing
under KIRAN, especially those related to break
in career and relocation issues. If possible, new
schemes of support should be introduced for
women scientists. As it is, the male-female
ratio in scientific fields is quite lop-sided, a
further drop in the number of women scientists
will affect research performances negatively.
There is ample evidence to show that diversity
is beneficial for innovative approaches and,
therefore, participation of women in scientific
pursuits must be ensured during the pandemic
as well as in the wake of it.
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How India’s health workers suffer extreme
levels of pandemic burnout

Soutik Biswas

term effect of Covid-19 in India begged her
doctor to take her off the ventilator because
she didn't want to live any longer.

In November, a patient suffering from a long-

The woman had recovered from a severe bout of
the infection after spending a month in critical
care in summer and returned home, on oxygen.

A month later, she was readmitted to Pandit
Bhagwat Dayal Sharma Post Graduate Institute
of Medical Sciences in Rohtak, some 90km (55
miles) from the capital, Delhi. She was suffering
from lung fibrosis, an irreversible effect of
Covid-19, where fragile parts of the lungs become
damaged even after the infection is gone.

During her second spell in critical care, which
lasted three months, she wrote a series of notes
to Kamna Kakkar, a 28-year-old anaesthetist.

"I don't want to live. Take me off the tubes."

"You shouldn't have saved me when I had
Covid in summer."

The patient died soon after.

Those who work in critical care are used to
acute sickness, death and long hours. Dr Kakkar
and her colleagues have handled several
hundred very sick Covid-19 patients in their
hospital since summer. But as the pandemic
continues to engulf hospitals, and the disease
results in completely unpredictable outcomes
for patients, health workers are being driven
to breaking point of physical exhaustion and
mental frustration.
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"Here was a patient who was hopeful, and then
hopeless, and then agitated, not wanting to
live. It was difficult for me to process her pain,"
Dr Kakkar told me.

More than 1,400km away, in the western city
of Mumbai, Aseem Gargava, a 31-year-old
doctor at the state-run KEM Hospital, reported
a similar experience.

... as the pandemic continues

fo engulf hospitals, and the

disease results in completely
unpredictable outcomes for
patients, health workers are being
driven to breaking point of physical
exhaustion and mental frustration.

A patient, a young man and sole family
breadwinner, had a stroke, days before he was
expected to go home after recovering from
Covid-19. He was paralysed for two weeks
before he died. The cause: a blood clot in the
lungs, called pulmonary embolism, which can
happen in some coronavirus patients.

"Here was a young man, responding to all
medication, recovering steadily, beating the
virus and getting ready to return to his family.
And then, out of the blue, there's a setback and
all is lost," Dr Gargava said.

"It was so traumatic to break the news to his
wife. The patient was with us for 45 days. This
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helplessness breaks you down more. This
disease is so unpredictable."

As Covid-19 winds its way through India,
hospitals continue to be flooded with patients.
The virus has now infected nearly 10 million
people and claimed over 140,000 lives,
according to official counts.

India added lots of beds, but simply didn't have
enough critical care workers to cope with the
rising tide of patients. So hospitals have trained
practically any available specialist from plastic
surgeons to ear, nose and throat (ENT) doctors
to anaesthetists to look after Covid-19 patients.

Even that isn't enough. Health workers say
they are completely burnt out. "The pandemic
never really left the hospitals. People outside
just don't realise that," Dr Kakkar said, while
dealing with a surge of patients in the winter.

It's not just the pandemic that has overwhelmed
health workers; it is the fear of an unpredictable
and predatory pathogen that makes things so
stressful.

Doctors say any patient arriving in an
emergency room in India with shortness of
breath these days is immediately a Covid-19
suspect when she could be actually suffering
from heart disease, dengue, scrub typhus or
even acid reflux.

But since everyone is a suspect, doctors and nurses
have to take precautions, swab every patient,
triage carefully, and keep all suspected patients in
a separate ward until their results arrive.

When the very sickend up in critical care, forging
trust with the patient becomes difficult because
they can't see or sometimes communicate
with the doctor or the nurse. "It is very, very
frustrating sometimes," Dr Gargava said.

Doctors and nurses work in scrubs for hours
together - wearing protective gear "feels like
getting into a coffin every day,” a doctor
told me. They share mobile phone pictures
of themselves slumped over tables during
nightshifts like "zombies". In June Dr Gargava
posted on social media a picture of his wrinkled
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palm, the result of wearing rubber gloves for
hours without a break.

Most health workers haven't gone home in
months - a doctor in Delhi says she saw her
child after six months. Many live in hospitals
and hotels to protect their families. The last
time Dr Kakkar went on leave was after she
contracted the infection herself, and chose to
quarantine at home with her parents, away
from the hospital.

It's not just the pandemic that has
overwhelmed health workers; it is
the fear of an unpredictable and
predatory pathogen that makes
things so stressfu

Towards the end of November, Prachi Agarwal,
an anaesthetist at Delhi's Lok Nayak Jai Prakash
Narayan (LNJP) Hospital, began her "ninth
round of Covid-19 duty" - eight hours in critical
care for 15 days at a stretch, followed by a week
in quarantine in a hotel. She has to test negative
every time she returns to work.

"It's a strange life of seeing patients, deaths and
living in hotel rooms, and completely isolating
from the rest of the world," Dr Agarwal told me.

Doctors and nurses also have little time to
grieve for their personal losses. So many have
lost colleagues to the infection - more than 660
doctors have died in India so far, and most
of them worked in hospitals. "I have friends
who are taking anti-depressants and seeking
therapy,” another doctor told me in Mumbai.
They say they get very "angry and anguished"
when they see their friends and relatives being
lax with mask-wearing and going for parties
and weddings as "if the pandemic was over".

Health workers are also fed up of being lionised
as heroes for doing their work. "We've passed
that stage. If anyone calls us a hero now, I
tell myself, please stop it. It won't work now.
There's a limit to motivational lectures," says
Dr Kakkar. "Seniors placate us saying this is a
marathon, not a sprint".



Dwaipayan Banerjee, a medical anthropologist
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
says fatigue and resilience are endemic to
India's public health system, rather than the
result of a new pandemic. "So rather than just
celebrate human resilience and think of ways
to boost the capacity of individual doctors,
families and patients to withstand its impact,
we need to think of ways in which this resilience
is not demanded in the first place," he said.

—2020-2021 _

After they lost two colleagues to Covid-19 in
the summer, health workers at LNJP, India's
largest Covid-19 hospital, began praying every
day on each floor.

"We just pray to God to protect us all. And
hope one day, some day, we will triumph over
the virus," Farah Husain, who looks after the
hospital's Covid-19 intensive care unit, said.
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The Three ‘R’s of Indian Aesthetic of
Ugliness: Rasa of Representing the
Repulsive

Arindam Chakrabarti

hen we cannot stop admiring the
Wpainting of an uncouth man flanked

by two skinned animal carcasses by
Francis Bacon or the portrait of an obese woman
seated on the toilet-chair with her panties down
or an ancient black stone Gandhara Sculpture
of the Buddha emaciated to a sinewy ghastly
skeleton, we face a classic philosophical puzzle:

92




a. An art-work is admired for the beauty of
what the art work represents or means,

b. The ugly and the hideous, associated with
repulsive mis-shapen bodies, entrails,
excreta and vomit, cannot be beautiful.

c. Representation of the wugly and the
disgusting are often admired as beautiful,
even great, art-work.

How can a, b and c all be true together?

In modern Western aesthetics and
philosophy of art, thinkers have tried to
solve this puzzle by rejecting either a, or
b. Sometimes the theory of subjectivity
of beauty/ugliness has been deployed
to question ¢, implying that nothing is
objectively ugly and disgusting and a
good artist can make what is ordinarily
considered ugly such as a garbage-dump
or a man with a mangled face with swollen
lips and eyes appear beautiful. But in
this paper, we shall look at the classical
Indian theory of literary and dramatic art
which accommodates the repulsive, the
representation of repulsive and the refined
aesthetic affect arising out of relishing such
representation, as a more radical solution
of the puzzle.

1. The Rasa Formula

It all begins with the cryptic recipe given by
Bharata the 1st century CE father of Indian
dance and drama theory, a recipe for cooking
emotions, blending a variet of them delicately
to produce aesthetically relishable cuisine. The
cryptic formula is:

From the conjunction of determinant/ excitant
causes, consequent/expressive effects and
transient feelings, the relishable juice called
"rasa" is realized.

In a drama or readable poem this can happen
whenthe characteror plotgoesthroughexcitants
such as the death of a child, shows consequent
features such as the mother weeping, crazily
playing with the dead child's toys, and a series
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of passing states like fainting, delusion, anxiety,
feeling of emptiness etc. and the savour of tragic
sorrow (karuna rasa) emerges out of these
factors among the spectators. This account
is then generalized for other art-media like
music and painting as well, with appropriate
differences of modes of representation. Though
the transitory emotions are classified into
thirty five distinct states such as pride, anxiety,
langour, curiosity, oblivion, aggression, terror,
bashfulness, lethargy etc. , the major enduring
affects (called sthAyibhAva) that are realized
through this functional operation of the inputs
(determinants) and outputs (consequents) and
the transient accessories in between, are said to
be eight or nine in number.

...It is not the stable sentiment that
re-emerges out of the alchemical
cuisine of determinants, consequents
and fransient states which is called
‘rasa”, but only the inward yet
unselfish intuitive experience of it.

They are: Love, Laughing Mirth, Sorrow,
Wrath, Valour, Fear, Astonishment, Disgust and
according to Abhinavagupta - most crucially--
the special spiritual sentiment of tranquil
Dispassion. But even a simple stable emotion
(sthayi bhava) is not yet the fully relishable
savour called "rasa". Only when such an aroused
emotion is delinked from any egoistic worldly
pragmatic concern and depersonalized, then a
certain heart, resonating in sympathy with other
kindred hearts, loses itself completely in the
wonderous subjective tasting of the sentiment.
Notice that it is not the stable sentiment that
re-emerges out of the alchemical cuisine of
determinants, consequents and transient states
which is called "rasa", but only the inward
yet unselfish intuitive experience of it. One or
more of these stable sentiments are transmuted
into one or more of the nine rasa-s, the special
aesthetic genres of the Erotic, the Comic, the
Pathetic, the Furious, the Heroic, the Terrible,
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The reason we admire or are
attracted to such a disgust-evoking
theatre or poem, one could have
a first guess, is that we admire the
skill of the artist, the vividness of

the imagination that the work can
evoke in us.

the Wonderous, the Hideous, and the Peaceful.
The original use of that term "rasa" ranges over
a variety of interconnected meanings: a fluid
that tends to spill, a taste such as sour, sweet
or salty, the soul or quintessence of something,
a desire, a power, a chemical agent used in
changing one metal into another, the life-
giving sap in plants, and even poison! Almost
all these distinct meanings are exploited at
different junctures of the complex Aesthetic
Phenomenology centering the concept of rasa.
In the creation, appreciation and interpretation
of a particular work of art or even in a single
poem, more than one of these savours could
intermingle with a dominant one. And Bharata
asserts that "in practice, there never is poetry
born of a single rasa." (Natya-Sastra VII, 126)
That is why disgust blends with horror in the
macabre, on the one hand, and blends with
laughter in the grotesque, on the other.

2. Eliciting the Discreet Charm of the
(representation of the) Uncouth.

The determinant/excitants of disgust are listed
by the first century text Natyasastra 6/34 as
follows:

"Perceiving or hearing about things hated from
the bottom of one's heart, naturally unlovely
such as foul smell or subjectively intolerable,
filthy or soured by satiety". The consequent
expressions would be shrinking of all the
limbs, covering of one's nose, grimaces of the
face, retching, spitting, fidgeting and fanning
of one's body etc. The transient states would
include anxiety, swooning, and deadly sickness,
or even death. Out of the functions of acting
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out or representing of such causes, effects and
transient states, there arises a special mimetic
awareness of that recognizable emotions latent
in every human heart: disgust. Some aesthetes
say that even when refined through drama,
poetry or painting this stable sentiment called
disgust is never relished as a "rasa." The reason
we admire or are attracted to such a disgust-
evoking theatre or poem, one could have a first
guess, is that we admire the skill of the artist,
the vividness of the imagination that the work
can evoke in us. But Abhinavagupta takes a
different and more daring stance. The rasa of
the hideous, he would say, is not just a distilled
or intensified or depersonalized form of the
emergent stable emotion that is disgust. It is a
supra-mundane (alaukika) self-savouring by
the connoisseur's consciousness of the sheer
creative freedom to feel every crevice and
corner of life, to transmute the putrid into
a "pure" reminder the body's mortality and
corruptibility. Take this mediaeval Sanskrit
poem (attributed to one Indrakavi):

"Then, it was fragrant sandalwood-paste,

Sprinkled generously to perfume this very
body--

Young and handsome.
Amorous glances of love-lazy crafty girls
Rested upon it like buzzing restless bees.
Now, as people look at that body guarded by
A thick net of vultures circling above
Worms creeping all over it,
They cover their noses"
What we admire in the original verse is
not merely the artful juxtaposition of the
contrasting images of glances of the girls and of
the vultures, the fragrance and the stink and the
clever use of suggestion through consequents

like "covering of the noses", but the serene
sense of ephemeralness of bodily attraction.

Evenninehundred yearsbefore Abhinavagupta,
Bharata distinguished between two types of
hideous: due to anxiety (ksobha-ja), associated
with saliva, excreta, worms, slime, dirt; and due



to agitation (udvega-ja), associated with blood,
entrails, corpses etc. A good example of the first
would be the poem by Yeats called "Crazy Jane
Talks with the Bishop" that ends as follows:

" A woman can be proud and stiff
When on love intent

But love has pitched his mansion in
The place of excrement;

For nothing can be sole or whole
That has not been rent "

The idea of beautiful people defecating
traumatized Jonathan Swift. His disgust is
recorded in this part of his charming poem
"Strephon and Chloe" (Poetical Works p 525)

" O Strephon, e'er that fatal Day

When Chloe stole your heart away,

Had you but through a Cranny spy'd

On House of Ease your future Bride,

In all the Postures of her Face,

Which Nature gives in such a Case;
Distortions, Groanings, Strainings, Heavings;
"Twere better you had lickt her Leavings,
Than from experience find too late

Your Goddess grown a filthy Mate."

You can trust the author of "A Modest Proposal"
to suggest, "better you had lickt her leavings".

A good example of the agitative violent variety
of the hideous would be the following poem
(translated from Sanskrit) which involves us, in
what Julia Kriesteva calls "a vortex of summons
and repulsion" or as Ksemendra, the champion
of "aptness" (aucitya) in literary aesthetics,
comments "shows the intertwining of eroand
and disgust" (the poem is by Ksemendra
himself)

"Swiftly snatching the heart of the young man

Who lay motionless as if drunk,

Clinging close to his neck, she revealed her
desire

Passionately scratching his face with her
fingernails

1. Powers of Horror: An Essay on Abjection, by Julia
Kristeva (Columbia University Press 1982) p.1
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Biting, and biting again his lower lip
Making love-marks on his chest with her
teeth

Thus indeed did the she-jackal display
Her intense passion for the carrion.”

But Abhinava adds a third kind, which he calls
"pure": that disgust which turns all outward
consumptions insipid for each of us "heroes
of the world-theater". Shakespeare's Hamlet
or that play's ideal reader seems to be almost
savouring this "pure" disgust when he tells the
King, with dry irony, that Pollonius, whom
Hamlet has killed, is at supper:

"Not where he eats, but where he is eaten. A
certain convocation of politic worms are eating
at him. ...Your fat king and your lean beggar
is but variable service--two dishes, but to one
table. That's the end."

the Mahabharata says that the

bliss of lessening thirst (trsna-ksaya)
is incomparably superior to all

other terrestrial pleasures. In this
sense the hideous can lead to the
rapturous, explaining why the frozen
in samadhi, the Hindu God Shiva
who presides over the arts of music,
percussion and dance has made
his abode in the cremation ground.

To contemplate upon Time or Death as the great
eater of all eaters, or even the cyclic nature of
consumption-- that we are our food's food-- are
ancient Upanishadic themes repeatedly echoed
in Sanskrit and modern Indian literature. Out
of this "pure" odium aembodiment arises
that ultimate spiritual relish: the rapture of
tranquility that Abhinavagupta is famous for
having founded his aesthetic phenomenology
upon. Even the hideous self-portrait of
Caravaggio as a dripping head impersonating
Goliath or the picture of Saturn eating his
own child that Goya is reported to have hung
in his own dining room can thus lead us to
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Aesthetic rapture simply by shattering our
consumer's ego. What comes out of it is that
our clinging slackens, our thirst abates. And
the Mahabharata says that the bliss of lessening
thirst (trsna-ksaya) is incomparably superior to
all other terrestrial pleasures. In this sense the
hideous can lead to the rapturous, explaining
why the frozen in samadhi, the Hindu God
Shiva who presides over the arts of music,
percussion and dance has made his abode
in the cremation ground. A contemplative
imaginative practice of what it is like to be
dead is not after all a necrophiliac's fantasy. It
is the first awakening mystical experience that
turned Ramana Maharshi into an enlightened
being !

3. K.C. Bhattacharya: Two Transformations
of the Loathsome: Ludicrous and Loved

Abhinavagupta did not say the last word about
the place of the disgusting in art. Far from it.
One of the most original but ill-understood
20th century philosophers of India, K.C.
Bhattacharya wrote some time in the 1930-s a
paper called "The Concept of Rasa", the second
part of which is devoted to the topic of the ugly.
"The aesthetic attitude survives the feeling of
ugliness in two ways," he wrote. It either turns
the feeling of incongruity to the ludicrous or it
overcomes and deepens the feeling of ugliness
into an enjoyment by the patient faith of heroic
love. The first mode of blowing away the
hideous with the power of laughter is brilliantly
illustrated by the following Sanskrit poem:

"As she kissed him deeply, he was choked with
emotions. In a violent convulsion he coughed
out that loose tooth that had travelled from her
mouth to his."

Kemendra, unfortunately, calls the above skit
a literary failure because it "inappropriately"
mixes savours, but we can surely enjoy
Aristophanes' Clouds when it not only
describes gnats humming through their narrow
anal orifices, a lizard "crapping" on Socrates as
2See K.C. Bhattacharya's Studies in Philosophy (volume
I and II) edited by Gopinath Bhattacharya (Originally

Progressive Publishers Calcutta 1958, Reprinted by
Motilal Banarsidas, Delhi 1978)

96

Whenever an unlikely blending of
emotional flavors amazes us and
makes us reflexively marvel at our
own capacity to relish a certain
sublime representation of the
death-bound pleasures and perils
of the body, the rasa of the hideous
crystalizes into a tranquility beyond
pleasure and pain.

he was busy star-gazing but shows his students
learning astronomy with their anus turned
heaven-ward and passing wind.

The second mode of patient faith winning
over ugliness can be illustrated by the end of
Gabriel Garcia Marquez' novel Love in the
Time of Cholera. Secretly loving her all his life
Florentino Ariza unites with Fermina Daza
on a sailing ship only when both of them are
very old. She is getting sea-sick. His bodily
sexuality is literally "dead". Their pungent
body-odours match mutually "like the smell
of human fermentation". Yet they promise
to love each other forever and the novel ends
with what Abhinavagupta would call a restful
unobstructed enchantment with eros--an
"intrepid love" that defeats the ugly hand of
time.

Whether it is the Buddha or Bharata, the ugly
philosopher-sage VyAsa or the ash-smeared
Kashmir Shaiva Abhinavagupta, Hieronymous
Bosch or Francis Bacon that “cooks” it, an
aesthetic description or depiction of the
decaying nature of our craved carnality affords
us a profound contemplative calm. Whenever
an unlikely blending of emotional flavors
amazes us and makes us reflexively marvel at
our own capacity to relish a certain sublime
representation of the death-bound pleasures
and perils of the body, the rasa of the hideous
crystalizes into a tranquility beyond pleasure
and pain.
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Understanding Exceptionality of Camp in
Forced Migration Study’

Nasreen Chowdhury

ne of the most comprehensive literature
Oon camp was printed in Forced

Migration Review by Barbara Harrell-
Bond discussed the understanding of camps in
forced migration and refugee policy. Harrell-
Bond examines the importance of camps in
both global north and south. Interesting the
author point towards the sustained importance
of camp as a space for refugees in receiving
assistance and protection that was intended
as a transient space had the potential of being
a problematic, especially if it meant that
continued refugee presence in camps were
likely to be “eating’ into the resources of citizens,
vis-a-vis refugees. While camps assumed a
relatively apolitical space, deprives refugees
of opportunities, access to resources also fails
to facilitate doing things right for them. Camp
therefore came into being to house refugees for
a short period of time, while other mechanisms
were being worked at. But in reality, such was
not the case. Camps assumed a space in forced
migration study as an important analytical tool
to understand how their existence can become
an exception.

Richard Black, examines the nuance of camps in
refugee literature, especially a innocuous place
like camp, a temporary/ transient/ place for
refugees actually means encampment of people

who had to flee home due to conditions leading
to refugee-hood. There are various elements
that constitute a standard view of a‘camp’; these
are, effectively, tented cities, supplied wholly
from the outside. In contrast, a wider definition
is used by Edith Bowles in her article about the
Thai-Burma border. She uses the word ‘camp’
to describe both ‘small, open settlements where
the refugee communities have been able to
maintain a village atmosphere’” and larger,
more crowded camps’ where they are ‘more
dependent on assistance’. It is the latter that

While scholars seem to agree on the
importance of camps, it is important
fo bring the discussion back on

link between camp and forced
migration.

can be distinguished rather than be regarded
as ‘settlements’ or even “villages” by their size,
density, dependence on external aid, and the
level of control exercised over inhabitants by
national or international authorities. Each
of these features of the ‘camp” has been cited
in different reports as the main element that
makes ‘encampment’ a bad idea for refugees.
But these classic elements of camps are not

1. Some of the ideas of paper overlaps with my earlier publications with Springer. This is a short version of a paper

published in Uddin and Chowdhory 2019, Springer.
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the only aspects of settlement policy that are
problematic. With so many nomenclatures
of camps available to readers, it is imperative
to make a distinction as to why it is essential
to engage with camps. While scholars seem
to agree on the importance of camps, it is
important to bring the discussion back on link
between camp and forced migration. In most
unassuming language, scholars also agree
that efficacy of camps as a space for refugees;
however, over a period of time, camps have
dominated the discussion in forced migration
as a place to house refugees while host state
and home state engages in a dialogue to
determine the fate of refugees. Interestingly,
political situations in Africa, Middle East and
Asia has created the largest refugee camps, be
it the exodus of Indo-Chinese, or the aftermath
of Soviet invasion in Afghanistan.

Within South Asia there are several
instances where certain refugee
groups have been rendered
stateless, either as a result of post-
colonial policies, which essentially
in some cases a spill over from the
colonial days.

Though camps emerged as mechanism to assist
and protect those in need in host state, UNHCR
adopted the model to provide assistance to
refugee, such as independent social services,
infrastructure, migration (Loescher 2001),
refugee camps became the primary means of
administering sanctuary in global south. States,
too, readily accepted the encampment strategies
because it allowed them to conserve scarce
resources for their own citizens; also this form
of segregation help contain security threats,
in some instances. Camp encompasses the
territory that provides safe haven to refugees.
Even though inequality exist on refugee issues
between the global north and south, i.e., burden
sharing (Suhrke 1998), camps have been used
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as an intermediary mechanism to contain
humanitarian crisis from reaching global north
(Shachnove 1993).

Countries engaged in the process of
decolonization had a difficult task of both state
building and nation building. Post-colonial
state pursued citizenship laws and policies that
were from above, which disenfranchise certain
sections of society. Also membership goods
were distributed in accordance with perceived
loyalty to the state and nation (Jalal 1995:247).
Also membership goods were distributed in
accordance with perceived loyalty to the state
and nation (Jalal 1995:247). The category of
people who were denied rights, privileges
and consequently citizenship were residue
of post-colonial structure, e.g., the Biharis
in Bangladesh, the Chakmas in Arunachal
Pradesh (India), and the Estate Tamils from
India, living in Sri Lanka for a long time.

The post-colonial state inherited not only its
colonial heritage of state and institutions, but
also certain category of people. Subsequently,
they were not incorporated within the new
state apparatus and thereby denied any
political, social rights prevailing by virtue of its
Constitutions. Thus, rejected from citizenship
in one state, the unwanted people were often
unable to find membership in the states to
which they were suppose to be ultimately
repatriated. This left them de facto stateless as
state involved spend years and later decades in
bilateral talks disputing their nationalities. In
the event of being repatriated to state of origin,
there seem little possibility that receiving polity
would reinstate full citizenship rights.

Within South Asia there are several instances
where certain refugee groups have been
rendered stateless, either as a result of post-
colonial policies, which essentially in some cases
aspill over from the colonial days. To discuss few
of these cases briefly; first the Biharis that were
part of the West Pakistan’s legacy were never
incorporated within the folds of new created



democratic state of Bangladesh. Some say that
now Bangladesh seceded from Pakistan in what
has been described as “a classic case of national
liberation from a colonial political economy
that was sustained in the post-colonial period
with relations of dominance and dependence
further reinforced by ethnic divisions” (Zolberg
1989:142). Most of the non-Bengali were part of
non-independence movement in East Pakistan,
and upon creation of new state of Bangladesh,
they were termed as traitors, hence denied
any official status or recognition. Since they
were sympathizers of Pakistani nationalism
and opposed Bengali nationalism they were de
facto stateless in Bangladesh. They continued
to live in camps waiting to be repatriated. They
are still stranded in camps in the outskirts of
Dhaka, at Mirpur and Mohammadpur and
more than 20,000 refugees live at densities of
ten people or more to a tent (Keesing 1973). The
camp contains a large number of widows and
infants. Short-term problems in the camps are
not food and health issues, it also includes some
basic amenities like water, sanitation, security
etc. One of the refugees lamented that since
they did not have any status in Bangladesh,
what is to become of them since Pakistan does
not want them and certainly India would not
accept them?

Second, the Chakma were fallout of the newly
created Kaptai Dam in East Pakistan in mid
sixties. In the year 1964 thousands of Chakma
families fled Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHTs)
and fled to Arunachal Pradesh and Tripura
in India. After being settled in camps in
Arunachal Pradesh during the period of 1966-
68 the government made financial provisions
in the forms of daily assistance. According to
the All Arunachal Pradesh Students Union
(AAPSU) that begun agitation to send them
back to Bangladesh—there total strength was
100,000.> Subsequently promises were made
that refugees who had entered India between

2. The Times of India, 9 May 1994.
3. Ibid.

103

—2020-2021 _

1964 and 1971 were eligible for the grant of
citizenship.> With the agitation growing to
oust the Chakmas from Arunachal Pradesh,
the Supreme Court of India gave a ruling that
they (Chakmas) were not entitled to citizenship
under the Section 6-A of the Citizenship Act of
1955 which contains certain special provisions
with regard to persons of Indian origin who
came to Assam before 1966 .

Short-term problems in the camps
are not food and health issues, it
also includes some basic amenities
like water, sanitation, security efc.

One other case that stands out quite starkly is
the disenfranchisement of the Estate Tamils.
The Estate Tamils were brought to the central
part of the island of Sri Lanka by the British
starting 1834 to work on the coffee and later, tea
plantations (Valentine 1996:75). As laborers on
the Tea Estate, they occupied the lowest socio-
economic strata of Sri Lanka’s society, earning
lower wages compared to the other sectors of the
island’s economy, and suffering poorer literacy
rates and health and housing compared with
the rest of the island’s population (Sahadevan
1995). They are different from other Tamil
population from India inhabiting the island.
Under the constitutional reforms of 1928,
the estate Tamils were given the right to vote
(Weiner 1993:1153), but since the independence
in 1948, both Sinhalese and the Sri Lankan
Tamils viewed the Estate Tamils as opportunist
group of “unwanted migrants who should
return home” (Valentine 1996:1159).

Under the new Ceylon Citizenship Act of
1948, Sri Lankan citizenship could be claimed
through descent and registration. This proved
to be a difficult task as most of the Estate
Tamils” family preferred to go to India to marry
and consequently have children, and most of
these births did not have requisite documents.
Furthermore there was no official registration
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of birth until 1897 (Peris 1974). The Ceylon
Citizenship was soon followed by the Indian
and Pakistani Residents Acts of 1949 which
seem less draconian than the 1948 legislation in
that it provided for a seven or ten year period
of “uninterrupted residence” in Sri Lanka as
a qualification for citizenship. This further
disenfranchised the Estate Tamils workers
who periodically would return to Tamil Nadu
or had no documentation to prove seven or
ten years of uninterrupted residence”. In
addition to residential qualification applicants
had to have an assured income of an amount
beyond the reach of the majority Estate Tamils
(Sahadevan1995:128). Consequently this led
to both disenfranchisement and denial of
citizenship of over 95 per cent of the Estate
workers, i.e., over one million people (Weiner
1993:1154).

While refugee subject is a creation
of the state processes in both
developed and developing world,
the construction of camps in this
narrative has assumed a specific
centrality. While engaging with

the historicity of camps in refugee
narrative, it cannot be denied that
indeed a temporary/ transient/
in-between place has now become
almost permanent state of being for
refugees.

In these three cases discussed above (Biharis,
Chakma, Estate Tamils) were part of the
post-colonial state structure. These stateless
people were at the receiving end of the state
discriminatory activity. With the exception of
Estate Tamils (Sri Lanka) both the Chakmas

and Biharis still exist at the fray of state
mechanism. Some of them have been de facto
accepted as citizens in the Chakma case, but
they are few in number. The Biharis still live
in camps, and there have been talks of possible
repatriation to Pakistan, but until recently
there have been no such political solution.
There are many arguments against Biharis
being forced to repatriate (if Pakistan state
would receive them), as after the formation of
Bangladesh they are now both de facto and de
jure Bangladeshi national, therefore entitle to
citizenship rights. The Estate Tamils were given
some official recognition, but with change in
political regime, sometime these rights and
privileged are withdrawn, therefore their rights
are transient. This left them de facto stateless as
state involved spends years and later decades
in bilateral talks disputing their nationalities. In
the event of being repatriated to state of origin,
there seems little possibility that receiving
polity would reinstate full citizenship rights. In
the process they were forced to stay in exile in
camps.

Camps in this context has assumed an
importance in the refugee studies and forced
migration. While refugee subject is a creation
of the state processes in both developed and
developing world, the construction of camps in
this narrative has assumed a specific centrality.
While engaging with the historicity of camps
in refugee narrative, it cannot be denied that
indeed a temporary/ transient/ in-between place
has now become almost permanent state of
being for refugees. In the context of developing
world the notion of massive and mixed flow
of people has become very relevant. Often the
reality of developed world holds relevance
to developing world, both as conceptual
categories and historical context which is a
problem. The very nature of the protracted
nature of displacement and governmental

i. With the exception of Khudiram Chakma case where the Supreme Court granted state protection to him, no other
refugees have been granted such protection. The argument put forth is that certain provisions of the fundamental rights
can be applied on the people who not born from Indian parents or did not belong to Indian origin.



technology of migrants produce the identity of
migrants (Samaddar, 2016)

Camps remain a problematic area in forced
migration studies primarily because of its
sway on the discipline and policies that tend
to impact refugee lives. While in Agamban’s
work on the zone of-in-distinction emerges
quite clearly where the state of exception is,
it is the suspension of law has become the
norm. Refugees are those who inhabit terrains,
denied access to law, resources, rights — where
lives exist as limbo-like state. To borrow from
Agamben’s state of exception, the ‘bare life” and
zone of in-distinction are refugees deprived
of rights etc., yet the very nature of exception
has transformed the abnormal into normal.
Refugee subject in camps has become normality
in everyday existence, where state subjects its
existence from being an abnormal to normal.
Interestingly, the relation between refugees and
camp is close, as one draws legitimacy from

—2020-2021 _

the other. Often terms such as ‘human refuse’
(Bauman 2004), ‘pariahs” (Varikas 2007) and
“urban outcasts” (Wacquant 2007) are associated
with refugees, who presumed to be unwanted
people, that, contributes toward instability and
a burden to the resource strapped society. ‘If
all this continues . . . camps will no longer be
used just to keep vulnerable refugees alive,
but rather to park and guard all kinds of
undesirable populations” (Agier 2011: 3). In
this context this represents the embodiment
of refugees, especially those denied of rights,
status and entitlements. Camp therefore can
be understood as space inhabited by illegal/
aliens/ refugees etc., those who live on the
margin, an abnormality that assumes normal
existence based on their location-of-stay. It is
in this context that camps represent normalcy
to ‘bare life” where sovereign has suspended its
legitimacy.

———<tre—— <Ot

105



dﬁﬂ

TUM

N
NUAL

wiace faee @ rraael— oy et o

el ARCOIR

AZI oCel, AEH ACel’| O Sl

fog «ova @Rz oFfg  f[e
S A Qe 2 T AT ATCE O A
gl zem AqE, O o WS- 6!
fSfa g ez wiw fowl 2— Jrel WiEew we
IGO0 AFIC S 7 2/ AIBT Gl AT |

290 [Fea5] AT NP [5F (Sl S
[ACeT© IR Sy | FRCEC (IS R
T 23 AR I 2N G [P P2
A=) &7e P |

Jteifers @oce fordets 06, fog Ggg NS A
OIF© Y2 e (4] AR | SR QWi &z 7 | AR
JCET— (ETIPIG] FCH (@ AMECAe! 5re (7| ooy
QG (BT ST TLCHR ) | 2P [eelbbl 7108 A
fog (& =12 fCeie NGeaa &ay | FR0ET I 2wl
T 211 A 3 TR e3¢ [T T2 siffo)fel e
0 | 926 R 0 el e &) Il Sgfoe
T €T AG! | G Y WA A T Keae @i
oD oFe, e SR WG @ R GBI
579 FACS ARCE 1 |0 2yl ez 7l gisifon 712 27,
SIRCET (-T2 (M0 T3 WRE 37w bifeTe 2re
AR A

106

OIZCET SIS SI*12 Aal5] 0 (7] TP IO (T
feaias! @ el 2iela! bie] Acae O @ b-[pfe
I @R eI @8 FHTE AL T AT | PSS
(O (G IF @RIWF AN T, T 6 M
Rl #[TT S 51 (A0S, It WS 1 A =1 |
GICE SAGTe) (AT (T GJF 3011 2T 1, (T618 il
el | OIRCeT SR 2T (@RI (5B R ST (e
G BT AfIEOB! 2e1 B A |

YIRS AR TTIE @ WY [eaie wice W
ST e wiefle SINieA elfee 3X0ae * I |
S Ty Teet ©ICwe SIChet AIFRes i $0e 1=
(R VST (T 2AB1E 1 | 212l 2l2ls Fies! Roaid
Y I, (5 99 T IR It 0 Je 2w
Al IR TG (7l et | o Sl ezl
FACS SNCE I Megand | =3 =8 1 et siora
a1 e 203 =1, ©i2 fFgol frvle (rew Frarg (e
26T | (TR (A0 Q) & |

R it w1 oifew ez o siroral [t
AR 2Co 9 | SR 20e OB SeibE,
G erpEb®, ST Ae, e IEc® NZANa |
SGRE (RITR! TefE 267 9F ORI (ol — ATerw
G, =M A=Y, BT 7S e, R S, e (119,93%
A S | dra TR e hererma s
A2 BoTO TIOITORIM, FIHITo! ST G 357! | 9%
Gl lie=ie] (HB R (5I0Re (M IR 67 %1 w11,
e MR AR A FFFoF 997 SR WA




—2020-2021 _

AR o7 TACO A T | FHTOR LRI G
I e, R ATeiE, *ifeFmel eibs, (rers fic
ifa, ©ifedt e aefe e, Hor vewes
A FHFCee foet weNy SfmEel | FHTOR o7
(TOLET OF G0 AT 3 Ha1 wvel (rICelS #lfesrra
BT | AT T N G FIAIL, TS LIS, I e
(F I, TX[AIST @ T Pl | S DML CHe*]
@5 et Tafe 20acR, GGl PoTe @B [T
[ |

el o fow SR FEREEE @w
wie AR 2exl Bfvw fest GIbl 22f | i <01
Y4 IR (I FETOR 2ICA8 (I TG!S
SRR Y 20O 27, T2 B-prerie v, weifde
TR TAlg, SR ifiw Tepiv | @3 ANEICe
ToICa WERIRTTE] ARRSTaR FEh] O 1 T | 93]
#AfEIe T il (i Gy (3 S R 9 2, SRS
(1o O (SIS 1 ST 22w | Sl W Sitel, g
g TegB REela (w78 a1 22,30 ABER FCAR6!
fRreeitaa sitaReice®™, v-ao! (Fufre e,
Aol =2 =iz G, ok iewnRetas g o= 3fem
BAPOYIE | SbA9CR (TPrg Cofd 2 71 @3 w12 oIS,
G ST (] GLT ST G&re] SICIONCTL 0T eIl |
GBI G Relpb] 2w a1sie fosg, g a1 7
O3 G0 [eRItas ST 90 (0w =il |

@2 T dAffefen um IR SRR St |
FHTOR AIFCE AR (ENH LLTe Goo (A
P | (AT @ frwea (o Iw-foig e foe |
w2 e B Ko oo foe a1, s 2w
AGAN (ZCER! A T IR2 GIRAAI FAC0 29 |
g TR 5107 71 TH AFHIH 2 TR Sy
2feT 20 (5761, =R fFgia 72 il cofeT (@ =

QG A Tl e agsiife tofy s e
@falC e el A | ET51 g aFse (otafRE™—
TR @PT— @R (OIS @F =[Ol sl | T R
wiz@ysel SN € WO SNCE TS (=
Roree wigfas A0q SRe RN @ SIReR
@ISRl 5Cet A, E5F oK S0 F12 @2 AT
(4T 2ABIT a1 g SN Sere (o] F% | FCACE,
S, G3R O AR RO [Resita eifis sre wiiearey |

SHb T SR 3R T2lfS beiced A | (1
IR SR SN 2Ll sl alifsh SN
I (AICET | SR (TS O (@IS (G900 |
ST A FA TET N (AT FI0R ([FRIeF AR
e 0 | (@91 AR g il 03 @0 2eter 1
(@ SRR S [ReEe*ire el 0L, OIid
wee TR WCei2 (o 27| FHeD] AR 2o R
Arro! ANifE (e RFICeT, @R TR JIF FACO SF
FAC SRS A ([F@IFma (@Ot g Tafo &7
G3R IR ey fFRH! T (ST | (7R (ATF BRI
g (4ISt e ©rRTe RFre @ I, 9 OF I
Qe (7l TR |

SHRO-T WHF (ACF (Al AR I G0 Tow ZIE3 |
(T 90T ST FITH-Ie= 415 At LT, industry |
Jlaie @3 (OIT (RLeTdl S Rewes! a1 {910 2itag
CATO oTI9IeT AU (IO, 20O SI9leT QLTI | ST S
26 (T e T (I AT — Rl w17, g [esie
8 ogfe (zre =i B M, @ wseifes e, b
G A | (12 A Bere 1z TR | e
I CTARIRA! (AP SRFAGE] AR T FACET,
T I 5 TGeT | SIS Z6 T (0] il
ORI (@O A6 A (Fe ZeT| A
Feifac, e vielaa efs ke oy S 2@

(RCET O M ad DI 900 BIF 1 | O & 7114
A @RI @A S 20e b, SLFT 2T
AT T (TORISl FCH | G2 AN (@3 (2 A
I |

(@3 (GBS SCIR0! P SN Sty L FALalfoq
IO | ST (0 QU8 ICACE G FCIS T C14]

107

SI$8 B0 SIS S3F FACE | SE (B @I a1 A
@ @M Al # s ool e o=e s 7w
(oI5 FCO T 1 | [ S5 @ FI-FS T (902 ©IF
¥ QLT TS |

@ G SIS 05 S AF | QI R
G2 RERIb61a Ny S TS S 4R, I



dﬁﬁ

TUM

N
NUAL

RIS ECRAL N ASTE CEICN b R ASIERE A SR IR
209 A ?

e R 22 o] SR*2 G 0 (SRl
e Cofd 41, Ace oIkl 79 g I e [ow
T (X0, G A SPST ql SIACE, O (AT TS
20 AN | GBI (3 F9b] ey, OF 2=l Sl (A (olf
TENN S 7T | g TLGE (MHIF TCF (3T
feite efe SReze a1 tIareE CoiiFe ¢ | Ol 51
FE SRR | SIE QAR T4 TFE AT, 9L
S (OIS feele (<1 =21 (b1 R iea <= |
fReaita 3™ col oiers bifdcs (3 97<6eT 9% A0,
SR HCR Gl | (6] SR &) v& I et 2I0e 0
A, CBTCR (T, PICH (AT, BoT 1], =R (318 T ©G IR
SicwE WKy M g g e 9| g S
QAR A 9y (FOId @74l g ©g, A7F SHfFe
AR 971, B7 o< pg alifeifes ceniget 1ok esm
TR AJPHIF OGN @R FLIA marks-W | 913 Keaie
frFlol AR TER Al S 2 A, FA-ICS
RIGCETE ORI 4 e [ | S (TS iR SR
QM S 2R W [eslq IQ-LSIF 2SI |
@2 Tl ey 24 BI2 qeb! f&fesi— siczaeiola s
TeoE] s | QD1 (ol TR &l =it g o
A FACS B | WL A @RI (7E, FIG
At 2@ TRCE | TeAEl Frwced g (FiRe el
(12, By O 267 (T TN 23wl Sl A
Tl | Ol @RIE A (@ TFA-FECEH Tt 23 Gy
AT XN AT ARAS w7 | @ (@
(e Gfue 203, (12 ST e = 90 i |

SitReeNg Ime Al TofF 2w, wifer e sgitie
Col AR | Ol & b2 SRren RERmEoE Some
G oA ARPEF | @4 [ S @R ot Rowee
AR STl W@, SN Y@ S SHATE
| G T RECR NS (MCHS Gl SNleTl <+
AT wF Cofa 341 | fFe (2 Reaol aige @i zewi
Biz— @2 A0l 903 J&ele (4 5L 1 910 |

AlGJoBET AL HLeT o q2-efFe ReamirmE
O 0! | oSl e il (3 (&7, (161 ATey=
(T (AT 3P S SCACHE M0 | Mgl (ol 2o

108

e TAATel | SIECET (6T 2002 Al (2 GBI AT
S s A o S R g v S e o R [l e [ s
el Sieml | (@ e e & s, o
wifieTeida 7t vwiffawy Fare ke @ 2feTelb!
R e feate, ¢ 5 @ ewEce Redee, oF
A ATSOIE SNADT A0 A ? [RIEE S
G512 O T4 T, (I61 AW 3ECATE 27 IO o I 2
Ol «Bre HRY TR @ ATE(OF FAS THIe!
(TIPT T4 AT GR RS O3 | ABIRE Woeie!
sAfserl MR TfeTs S @ie ez o @RI |
GEFFY FG-(NANT A7fG (AF CITGITIF
([T 20T GINHT Q5] S Qe

COfF 909 205 | 5 71251 (7 7 () g
Rif7e Scens«) 3= A3, € 3o P25

GBI (T, GFCr (FHIT [FealicE 9% 75

T 50207 70T (I (0@ ) BT |

G S A SHEE SR SRR 2P0 | 9-RAw
@M e TR A, vy foqs [ ool 4Are BiEd|
AT ZCOR TR I | [elta (g I
4l (9I0T (T el ST FAIF AL 9. TuR! =i
CIT TR (@R A R0-90 IR W), O
©0-80 IR (Y Ol [FgH! (] APCeTE, 0-4F 7
SfRIe] (Reslfeeal felrerers STl Seestatl sjaeecaal
FACO AT | TL6 AN Q< A R, ©ite
GFG (VLIS BIE FCACEH OO 2 St T2 ICH, OF2
TRfmTeTe coATRi &S T2 | 19-38 T7F B0 O (3
TI0O AICT TICHG TS | A ©ICE! BeTeet ¢ = 7,
refie Qb3 2F IACT (77 ffee 27 | @999 5 8-¢
T (2{1PG TFAMT (Pl 20 G- ST GO (TOICAT |
SR ©3-98 I8 W@ (3 21T G361 AP 5IFH |
MR S oI #Ai 27 MI— #F A tenured 209
A ¢~ T2 (FCH I, e TOMC QTG (el
¢ieoe ol (zre e e ol wsam sJeml i,
TN OF R 80 F0 HLAICE | R 2/ #A =l
FoT-CEACEE AN (53 7 20, B0 AP (T (AT
(ELTed (PP GBI WoIG-(AeA3 AEwe (A




SIS (F (ACATS ZCH NI G5! SFF elelel
toft Fate 7@ | B 2 @ § on o ke
ST 21 Y, 5 61 ST «BiE (3, 9 it
e @2 o wRifes so g @ e 2|

fash feh! 2o Reeitaa wigsifos ol | @3 i
e e ayfes (A T oeml | emer M
e o oY iy, @ KR @I | fFe SRR
sl (mechanics) TETCET (ETICR AICER 2ol O,
JFe R O € TG (@8 B, I A A
897 [T 0 7 | 02 Afeh! (q@ifes e 2o vl
ARG 757 | (e T9 0L ST S A
AN SRS AN RO qeeifer sl Sifea o |
w<fie SRS el o #i*6ley feel Jeet S 5y
(12— Witz ©Y Realw | 92 (0 FOAT| 5T 11, S
20O b2 2i5ife ' 204 | (FiRe) maeie fom for oroeia
[ CEREIE IS RICAZEE S S A (G R Sl (S
FCAFAC AR | [T (18 AT SR A
Reieial GaE 2Ce-SAI 4l | Treited AR
SO, SRFOR SR, AR SR St bR
(A s Gz |

I O PORl @R TR wwesd KRG |
@it afita o ale it oe 797 | o S 512 Tt
ATHB! Al teamwork | € ETAICZ SN R 6
9o | O3 SSI(F (Al SIfeTe Ser Fiarel dfes,

siEl fceaig frema oot (G @edfR | SRR

—2020-2021 _

ReEfFE RS 21 Wisma AT 212W-SI9(%,
- fam, RSl TEcAEe 2o ol S0 (T-3
@it A, ©iF2 A Tre Wi Fel 09 |
O3 (@ Retad 2fs ARmes Ao ARG
TR, (TGRS ISR TCAMSI ARG STors
TG | g (7-F2 0T (F 2

3 2P SN G361 Jfeare sifeees Mo (g 53 |
S T2 SCo! SN GF6T AN (@il frcafets, q=
faw feet smidf@IcTa #Momifo | @2 cwias SR
R a7 o3 srorg @, @R =il tofd =1
231 4TE SRCEER A0S | AT FHIR et iifsl featisr
Y2 IS, G S ©RCe G2 iy @ lo-[pyfen w2l
e 4f | g S G2 (3, SIS AT PTRe Syaiely
TG TIE, SR FFCHAZ A0S A1 (T S
elTel S 91 20eTe, G SRl 0 ACE, $Iid
S AT GISTA! ATAGT T | G237 THATE
@IF-FO TN 1 [ SPTE | wifsl Sl A @
T FFAT, O AGE FACS AR | O[3 AT 2T
AT 96! & LalfeRTeT SR, @RIt il S>ifbe
Az e wieare G0 (A0 @ 203 ggfed Fop
T2 e Ty BEl-Sie S0 2190 |

109



@ : g 3T T s

Tofel bapae!

()
= ot felmize

BTS ANGIF A0 ([ ARG &) GG

(TR e, P (AF G0, (A6

Wy €3 RleT wiw Op mveE qsmi
FEPIOIF (TICS (AT BRI 2PICe A (e
FCEACE ©AS 23R W9l (SCARAN 2 qF I3 ¢l
e A | Y, ©ICoe qras W F4 Ok @ smsm
THCI T W (4TS (4TS AT TS 21 T
Biferc e I1ta, G 3[4 o7 I | SR (@, IECE
aR @R CwFaz v e @ A
@RS, fes S foersl @ Sivew ool (A foats
e w5t wiE M o itaR 2 gRE U@
Fell F2HIE (AR @0 A AW— @ FHoAL (AT
8 571 | (61 I ZCA (510 S freay oot pieris
04 ICT ATCO2 AT JCOMIA BICE (AT (AT,
5 el fofere e e “@ha A, T 50 |
feyCers ey b Mt <&t 705 0o €8 21 0 A T
XL TS TEF G 7, (018 oy [l 72 |
RIS 20 AT (BT FCATRE (31, el (AR Bee (o,
@512 The| 2ta @6 T2 @Il SEbe, IO
@1, 37 =1 frere @fsaibrrera ¥ Teu NTereld
e oibe FIrew S 2re ARG Al 29 | GG A0
A el BfogT wbjres o [ fus, 2es gpaes
cefCefTes BfogR S P 2o »¥ S At T2
e S e wafs 2fest spre |

110

SIE A G (A1 20O (SRS e | i 1ipl e
T | (318 HOOI (3 S0 WoHEs 241 (ol A 7RG
(2| (7Aoo BI Sew | T e FD (O FOOIF
AHZ FACO BIZO | ARGIF O FCA2 | T 63 A,
A 2RI WIARDE feet 91 67| Al GG e e
2, S[CAM 2RI 917 G5! (@ AT W, G612 IR
(AT 51T (BIC SINeeT it | Sifer 0 23 (7612 931 3
Terered s, ae Neis wiw vwifiE s
27l i 3 S 17 wlfbety, 791G, TR |

F A T HAITS € OA Wl (T IR SO
dfoeian wwel w1, d9llp ™ o RN, Spres
FIACG, G 2™ T | SHICos SICETRIAIR GR6! o
B0z S e ST gl egw wifiel Swyecas
G3R A5d SAfe SRR (Rl 0% SEr Felw
I, gl i fafeeitl seRigwmE R g, o
b1 Col IR e 11| 5 fow A06 1) SitRe FEE
9Bl ATHZ 2R Yo[0F FCEACS (el 20 F G STl
SZIW ZC6 G0 Siferste w0 53] A0 9Mleet A (ene
SICE ATF OCF B AGHR SR (1 FAE2 | O 3
Y SR SICA) Sl AP 2R | S (A0 AwE
RIS 2 IR SRR PRl wital a3
R S AFCEE AT AT | (0] 977, (3,
@2 wi6Re AW GBI (GOAE 20 €TT O SRS
VEFIF B0 (R [WRTEE. (6! 1 (09 A |
SIE T (O] AR (6] A SR ©ite] ¢ Fifews |
%) TI0S 5 (161 PICene (TCafReT (IS (FIeS TF |
(S, (T2 TURE 2 FROE I8 ([N | Fgae T2




FEN B! (W [ 2P S NI B! | IR
(TGS GO0 | CPTCS T (FRIGICSHCST JLbT A e
(TS A SN | 2w SR Agfeifs (e sfiel
AT IR O | “ONIE JYCO (e (¥R
AlfeT® 2032 G2 T (FC G 17 ... 20Ol G2 FA2 618
AR, TS (- (TP Soly FCH (3741 2R, (7,
R SIE, S S9le wTaly, Sig Sogh o7 AW
AT #AIE 2P T SHTR | S beT (BT 40 1
GG S (B0 20T (o TAGS I | (FS Sfere
foe1 a1 ©ite | 7ROiE el ok o | Gifr ©ikt
AT I T B FIOIAS, 2 SHros S
@l (2 T G 2T 2P =50 REC AlfbzeT—
“@ I AR O @ et sifSra Ao |
2/ T TGS | SIS ZAREIT | 2P | O 5
@RS (e 2 N (A2 | FROR 1201 Wi (&9 22
O | OO R N SIS AR A Gre 2lfe
27 (@I | @2 Giftee SR 05 9108 Lo GrifRa
Cifrcea it | [5g @Fie Aot owre g2 foe a1 o |
G ST AT FF, S FACA Al SR Al =gl
A 20 OGS FACE (2 FIGHIE AR G
ZG! G QI AL... NI O THCH GTF ST
G301 giFe(E fFre A1 T Spre |

IR T2 | 58 (P13 719 (I [F52
foaT Y S | ST ST AT I, S
BT 3 I [ *NECNA A 207 Spr©
PICET (312 FIGH12 5T FiEce (74l BT

(¥ AR (e 2 S5 JCETel ©f | T@® Sy e
1 e @53 IR STF, ¢ SITE 2 Tl ¢ UFe
ST R T, (I W S THRE JOIH FLACH2 |
YANG 28 G I N2 OIS oA orems [aies
PR TS 203 U2 wioen MGeH TS, . Spres
(P, SR IR IO SR f2et 11| ©ig 2
SR JgF A8 @ FReR 20 @ER G
SRR Upre SRR AIRE SO FACY el

111

—2020-2021 _

(R 2 TR € TR ©lF AHod L
o0 072 2 0 | 4T IR (TS G 0T 20
T SHICes (-3 Aoy 2e [ibae 77|

0% Crenae oEl @i, spre sorg 7 w7 T
20T (GLAMRE | RCW-2RF0e Wrels AC TSR BB
@ foeT o1 @971 G O3 o7 o il fzet | @i o
G AL 14 @ | g el @3 Pl Sifewe e
1 €% i@ T @R IO FiaeR [eel
&7 for foot =09, fermren foet 11 @ biRe SrERqres
T S| ST O I I @I (A
(712 j2 ACA [0 Al ST ZHCo! O (Srafz g
OO Sed FHfW | ORE... Ol Spre ew, A
A15F RO el Faes Af TIEa IR,
€ ©f (207 92 ([FERIER FeTo I A o efofoe
241 CFRCQ I TR 20O 20, G (IS W (2 |
(Aol (2 | O W 2P #A1fF | 6l w0 fre
IEECIEEICICLIRIY

—& I T ORI GR I 2P (F RICOS SR ©f
IR (e fofRet |

R Gz feawts

wfefere R ACwioiE, SsEl @Pre™ FEcs
Ao 26T WeslE R i 30 50a (otfete=
(SL.91.38-(o | Sl (TCAfRsist S A[E FEy
TR (Meole e | R ez 2aueE Ao
forere fofd | wy wIgRifS 73, o7 RewaE $i7 7
[ 9% ST (STH (AOT... (TYTEN H92 AT
dfSpmieaE ekt cww e oI SEIEE
ST IF ST ST @ AN Z0F Toroe fofe |
R @ €T IR (AT (SR 6.1, »a&ias Fwoit
T s, e wfedgs AFte g e wite
T @ wame FC TR, Gole ™8 27| (@FRFg
@ cefrehice wafe erfeeT o | Teae cres
TN 21G17 377 (efrehE s confbreicte sreifis
RIe wgios SR Gt 05 [Rowr S
AT fofel | T 2T NS SItF 0, ‘Do you
know who am I? I'm T N Sen., #5! 24 e Do
you know who am I ? I’m D Banerjee. €3 #1912 =If%




mm—\ N NUAL

fC.R.-= 7IFBes w1 =1 T wiRite denfe e
10 ST BT A | GTAIC ©LF I SIS
SE B | Sfd SR (5T, 0 (1R A Sl $it
TG o ST PTG SHOF A IR | G
(AT FPH B0 (ARG S S A @9l (7
fofe | @z AibF R Glaeeifz« 27, fof (o wiagrer
(BICAR STl 202 | AT FCETS AP CeRoe 21T
CeTRCret ol RIGMIR Yamsrya Zorteml Faroe @<
e | T8.R.G 0 9301 951 @ ital e 2 @i, o
QI S bt AT 1ol | Efrefre o 7ol 2z |
e gz ;e Alfererm AfeferFieaed o |
SIS 2/T-R2ITF eI TR FI e e, *[71et
AETIPNGIE, AR i @R SN FEFGH | el
A FOTOL YBVIIA 0% | G2 Tl Aeloife
GRS .1 | e 2RI [0 w@ice o
fecers sfela ufb =g Tgre SrafRee :

oy PO Ty G T, BY FROE

ey fg (e,

©Y SO G G & ACHCTEAI

G (IR ...

wy RO Ty S Sy wiftzsy FafR”

SR ATE G (AHA GHANS SHI® NGe T2z A5l
qCeTlRe @ 68 FROR JBREE SF-GI 0 SRS Fl6
T, @i il foTee Nifsl @b AT I/
37 el foTed S 51 #4520 2i1fS I wigtet (0!
ey 2”

S| e SRGE I [ I CIE S MG B I RS
GHIT AT o Foie Tonfv 2re AT |

SOHR Al GFAR Y 20 O TSI AL
“ (o SIS (2B I 6T ! AL S (73,
O3 TF G T (IS ICHA 92 209) 200 (AR
7 IRICETS (RIG w1 (41 =S 1l 70 R0 fog (A0
GFTo 9T KT AR (G2 FReB (X “IE” R feTe
78 ¢ e fest /1 O el o531 62 qeaa Seiey
QA IS AL !) (T A, ‘@ FATEA O

20O ..., (N “AMR"-9 AR 92 (NP,
SB-AM2-a1e WM Y2 A (ZCED O (T ...
S MR AR =1, G2 SN FAINGT
A GG IO |

=R @2 T ITE0T gL 6. e =it fam araferem
5% @ [0S | SR Ot Qe AT | G891
g el AW Oi7l TS @ o A qreleeEE o
- (R ST 0T N ASIRS ol FI AL |

fofN AEIRcEE... “(@e SNEvaPTeR AN 7 33 |
€ (P (=0 & A0 A7l 27 2 =NifS I 96! 578
3feT |

AT 9B G2 SATTINT IF FIACE I ASTE, B
FACR NI 8-l | 70 A siafom 66! ez |
(O, G IS FAT (LAATS (AATS IoTe, “@g (&l
e s T F A WA A AT
IF-GF Gl (BT A0 NSCe AGTe ©iF ed e

GFNT G AT (ST [70F 2@
©CeT [©.13 Icer=iera— “OzceT ey

NI FREE I -HAC L (CE R e AR IE S PIRS I G|
AR AL A | SCens a-61 & 7 w17

RamE O Fleelfel At 8./ waviw fask o
AARCAT— “OFAT TBW SeTGWel AF AEM
G G @00 APNR (IS GF  FRHACT
FEOE! | ©ITeTe FRAMEN (M OFl | A AR
LS, 21/ 5 I 1 | I, WSS’ | oo
O GIF GG 20 (@0 GO e, A, A
A1 Col, FAFS! O ST 2 e FAE, Ao
(Sl 2B TECO AT | Fo0d (A0 YL 90T IeT0e
(&1 2 2 ANCZA T AR, “SF SR | (M0 Ga
FIACEE ARIF0! 26 F 11| (7 ICHI[T I BN 0L
s S A A

GFHE GF HAGTN (et e 2e wre fulk
JCTRCeT — IR o 17

.57 viqme s @it g g S|

<t~ <=

112



—2020-2021 _

One Mile at a Time

Mahua Sen

ver the past two decades, my job in
Ohealth information management has

taken me to many interesting corners of
the world and introduced me to many inspiring
people. These interfaces have moulded me as a
person even as they have taught me important
lessons that no Statistics lesson in my alma
mater, Presidency College, could ever have.
This article is about some of the experiences
that have left an indelible mark on me and have
shaped my world view.

Just a week after a very exciting workshop with
Hans Rosling at the London School of Hygiene
and Tropical Medicine in 2013, I travelled to
a clinic in Morogoro, a small town in eastern
Tanzania. Amidst the excitement of discussing
how Gapminder, a set of data visualization
tools that promotes effective data utilization
and provides a fact-based worldview everyone
can understand, can improve the forecast with
the clinic’s service statistics, I noticed a young
mother with two kids waiting patiently to see
the doctor.

Soon enough, the two-year-old took interest
in my backpack and left her mum to join me
on the clinic tour. As I was going from room
to room carrying the child, we started to
chat — me in Bengali and she in Swahilli. My
colleagues who had travelled with me before
knew me and did not bother. The clinic staff
were awkward as they thought I knew Swabhilli
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and understood what they were saying
amongst themselves. By the time I came back
to hand over the child to her mother, who
had just finished the vaccination of her eight-
month-old, she smiled and thanked me for
taking care of the older child. She spoke broken
English and so we started chatting. I asked her
whether she had receivedall ofthe services she
was there for and she nodded with a big smile.
I could not stop myself from asking her what
had happened to her eyes. One of her eyes, as
I had noticed the moment I saw her, was fully
wrapped in a bandage. Now that she seemed
relaxed and willing to talk, I blurted out my
question. She replied matter-of-factly, “Oh, my
husband stabbed me in the eye because I was
late cooking dinner as my baby was unwell.”
She quickly added, “But, you know he works
really hard to fend for the family and by the
time he is back from work, he is very hungry.
It was my fault and I apologised. We are good

7

now.

I was speechless. My colleague from Nairobi, a
fierce feminist and a great advocacy activist, was
livid. She suggested that we contact the police
immediately and get the husband arrested.
Several others agreed with her suggestion. I
asked the mother what she wanted.Startled
by the conversation, she said, “But I told you,
we are good now,” and hurried out of the
clinic. That afternoon, instead of discussing
the clinical governance and quality assurance



dAUTUMN
ANNUAL

issues, we spoke only about the mother. To our
questions, the clinic manager said, “You have
to understand that we are not in a position to
offer her accommodation, livelihood or long-
term support. Yes, we can go to the police and
they will arrest the husband. Then what? The
family will starve to death. We would much
rather make sure that she continues to come to
this clinic, that both her children are properly
vaccinated, that she gets contraception until
she wants another child and that we can slowly
engage her in the gender and empowerment
sessions we conduct.” The manager paused
and added, “ You know, for you the service
numbers are important, but we have to deal
with the people behind those numbers. The
equation is not always a simple one.”

During the long drive back to Dar-es-Salaam,
I had an epiphany. My academic experience
and professional career had taught me to be a
committed Health Informatics specialist, but
the stories behind the numbers and statistics
that I die to substantiate actually matter more.
It is also important that the numbers are read in
their own context.

In 2011, I was visiting an association in Tel Aviv
who were being supported to enhance their
services for people with physical disabilities.
On the indicator of numbers of people reached
through the programme, their output was
lower than expected compared to other
associations and so my visit had a special focus
on addressing that. I met with a lot of clients
and other organisations they work with and
had a full day with the people who managed
the programme. That meeting was an eye-
opener. The association had recruited people
with declared physical disabilities to manage
the programme. It worked with a small peer
group over a long period of time to get them
re-settled into their lives. It aimed at bringing
long-lasting changes, slowly and steadily, into
people’s lives. Unlike others, they did not go for
the low-hanging fruit but took on the challenge
of changing lives. I remember Osnat, who told
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me, “For many years after I was paralysed,
I told everyone that I didn’t want to have a
boyfriend even though, secretly, I wished I
had one. But, through my participation in this
work, I discovered my sexuality as well as my
femininity. Today I feel beautiful.” She was one
of the brightest in the group. I came back and
wrote in my report why we should not judge
programmes just by the numbers and initiated
a series of two-pagers titled ‘Changing Lives’,
outlining stories such as Osnat's.

Being engaged in grass-roots level development
work is a privilege. It keeps you grounded and
offers you opportunities to meet people and
travel to unknown corners of the world that
you otherwise would never see. It also changes
your perspective.

My academic experience and
professional career had taught

me to be a committed Health
Informatics specialist, but the stories
behind the numbers and statistics
that | die to substantiate actually
matter more. It is also important that
the numbers are read in their own
context.

Once, during a day off in Nairobi in 2018, I
ventured out of my hotel to visit the Nairobi
National Park, called “the world’s only wildlife
capital”, as you can see Nairobi’'s high-rises
from the park. It is also unique in the sense
that it is fenced on three sides, while the open
southern boundary allows migrating wildlife
to move between the park and the adjacent
Kitengela plains. I had a few colleagues from
Europe and the US with me, most of whom
were on a safari for the first time. Looking at
a deep trench by the side of the road, one of
them asked the driver, “Is this trench to keep us
safe from the wild animals? This is such a good
idea!” The driver, Moussa, a seasoned guide



who had worked in that park for many years,
looked back and announced in his baritone,
“No Ma'am, this is to save the wild animals
from the visitors who try to get too close to
them for photo opportunities.” My colleague,
who was fiddling with her DSLR, was at a loss
for words.

In Pampanga in the northwest of Manila in
2013, I was holding a training session. Upset
with three latecomers who had missed the
entire first part, I sat with them at lunchtime to
caution them that this kind of behaviour was
not to be repeated the next two days of training.
I started by politely asking them their reason
for being late. Two of them kept quiet and the
third told me with a big smile, “When I woke up
this morning, I saw such a bright piece of blue
sky that I spent longer than usual in bed. That’s
why I am late”. Anger was brewing within me
when the second one added, “My husband did
not go to work today, so we had our morning
tea together. I had to brief him on all the work I
wanted him to do before I was back home. This
made me late.” I was about to explode and give
them a lecture on why punctuality mattered,
when the first one, who had been quiet so far,
added “My house was not as badly damaged
as yours, but I thought I should wait for you
instead of taking the earlier boat”.

We live in a world of confradictions,
discriminations and inequality. Buft,
we all contribute in our small ways
fo the situation — either to keep it
the same or to change it. That is the
only choice we have.

The last comment made me curious. I called
my local contact and found out that all three of
them lived in a village that was only accessible
by infrequent boat rides to Pampanga. The
night before, a seasonal cyclone had battered
their village, taking away more than half the
roofs and causing a lot of devastation. That
explained the blue sky being sighted from
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the bed and the husband not going to work to
get the repair done. After all of that, they had
taken a boat to come to the training where I was
teaching them how to utilise data! I took a life
lesson from them that day: to smile and be cool
even in the most difficult situations.

When we complain about the long wait to see a
doctor, I remember a village head I met in north
western Nepal in 2007. He told me that they
take seriously ill patients to the “crematorium”
as there is no doctor available within a 10-mile
radius. When Swiggy or Deliveroo messes up
my food delivery, I think of the eight-year-old
street kid who taught me how to “chew water”
so that you do not feel hungry too often. We live
in a world of contradictions, discriminations
and inequality. But, we all contribute in our
small ways to the situation - either to keep it
the same or to change it. That is the only choice
we have.

My workhashelped mebreak many stereotypes.
I have met amazing feminists, both men and
women. I have worked with truly empowered
young girls from the most remote rural villages
and adults with no formal education who are
promoting child rights.

I also think I have been able to appreciate
Indians more from having extensively lived and
travelled abroad. Indians never fail to amaze
me with their presence and warmth, even in the
remotest parts of the world. Shamiana, a great
restaurant in Cotonou, Benin, once offered me
a free dinner because it was Holi; a driver in
Port of Spain, Trinidad, named Ganesh offered
me a free ride because I wanted to see Brian
Lara’s home (he even posed with an invisible
cricket bat for me to take a photo of him outside
Lara’s home); and in Addis, the Indian owner
of a local theatre gave my whole team front-
row seats just because I was from Indial!

Growing up surrounded by Kolkata
intellectuals, we always undermined Bollywood
films. But then, I started travelling around
Africa, East Asia and Latin America, and found
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people who didn’t know the language but were
glued to romcoms, emotional dramas and the
extravagance of Indian weddings. In a youth
club in Accra, Ghana, all the young people
wanted to talk to me about was why surrogacy
is stigmatised in India. I could not comprehend
the question until I realised that they were
watching the 2001 romantic drama Chori Chori
Chupke Chupke where PreityZinta played the
role of a prostitute-cum-surrogate mother and

my whole team of young people had fallen for
her!

I have been detained by police in Kenya, I
almost got robbed in Senegal and I lost my way
in the middle of the night in La Paz, but I love
what I do. I always remind myself that getting
stabbed in London or run over in Kolkata bear
equal probabilities unless we are all locked
down in our homes for the foreseeable future.
I hope my friends, seniors and professors from
the Statistics department agree with me!

116



ifs s i w2
NP

S Qe SN SIS |

AT o @@ AAw Feemen
TR AR AL @B OGNS
AN (SETE @ ST AT SIS @ |

S 2 *ifER a3t Ssifae sk | st
G B (72, (T HASE S PIeT (ol TR gy,
I SR SIS ST I |

@ €3 (13, (e Hieot @31 g wfezm
GeT] AP, S AR 7 S @ G Ao
>4 |

SIS S8 (ST A0 q© I FIGIE STy
(712 | 2R TR AR AL IR, SIS, HEF A
o (e | AR 'ee (Bfefesia (e, i CAe,
O] TS G AGH AT | GF| OFIE, AR B
fog 19 ToilR (712 | SR 20O GBI AbeT (I AE
2 |

fFge ol il @ v Ttew e 7w
FERAN | (e [eea Fiet et 91, (rete Grfars
I 2fefEm= F 2| (@ TP TR SIS
W WCE (6! i fremaa | (i 2w oifyy oifea
A LA IEAT | (ZBCIE (UTF S T ST
8 AT, TG G (LT T (@ I AR T,
fefie:, SARIGRI | (318 A3 Q€ I (@ (I (I

3 T LET |
3 TIfeTFe IV G5! 5o ZI0OT O3 (3, SISl

GZ SFIfewe NG 9F6) 7S ZITS!

G% (3, SR T NTHT FI P
SIS ST/ SNH Gl O F2I7e |
(3] 39 GO7e] (T TCICT /NI SGeT
NS, (12102 T2, Ser 23]

(I O ST 33 A&7 97! Sroiaz
SIRAT

G (BT LN G2 (T, S AR G GG
3! {15 Acare Sty | =S F, F 209 512, F =IwR
52!, SIS @ v A e qRea =i § w0 5iE,
(I (ATRITS BIZ, (FINe &F A sif s — GTwiF (Fee
e 1 A SR — AW 20 T T A
1 G5! SR 6y, SN2 ARG | @6l A1 F0o
20 SIS =0l (g (diereas F0e 707, g 0
FRelT FACO 2 | [ TG (@ (F01 FAC© 201 I
2o [ red eReel ¢ Sfeay wHeE WEve 2ew | @5l

0o ITEHT T FEF0 LGS FA~F SR

GFMCF AT 97, I A LFFSE 2T AT

SR T N2RET | (3 I790F o 0 20T SR
B ABACH, (2reg AR, Ser 20 (7 o

117

ACCS B G 1T 2 SR (713 | w5id Gy,
AT, Gl el |

2020-2021 _



mm—\ N NUAL

G2 TR SR e SIS (12 STy el o
MRTR | @rEy 3 @R dfers 7 A fFarme
(FC Tt I, SAMEIIER Gl G AP AT
SR G el | =g (T g TG 31, SIS
RE$ta @3B! rele 06| SR R WS I,
SR IS o0, 1R oIS e, etifers wifg
01 99 T (X 43 3ZE IR (72 ORI — RS (A0
I S (T SNCE, FR[CE F S (@I =R | Q@
Y TR (BT Ot (TS, el fRiEe a0 I |
WA | SR SRR GOTR 98 SRR AL,
SRR AR, (3, 0% (27w [ Sl rfRe | 7
3 (IS Py 2R T 7R 20! TR |

G J2T foe7 (49T 93¢ e 517 e,
N3, PN -3 G299 92 3802T AT
T2 VTS STelE SfSel fecRifReeTe qee
GETET! S AR [T &I |

O3 AFG (FC (FC M AT A FCEA | GG
SIMe ORI MEFE (3 A0S 03 77 FioIcal T Sitnd
ez et W0 =W, ORCE S II0E ST AN
FOO] SIS | THCE AT SRS Mg
feprel w3, IECR MM fteore o, ftea
e, oo 15 |

eI Gt oy frge | sifaiae ae wiig g e
[, I SN, SR (FI92e, SIS S[F2/, el
e | o2 sreie zrae Sif or@ie w2 |

118



—2020-2021 _

Stateless in your own State

Paula Banerjee

here is an impression given by the
I international media that Covid-19
pandemic is extremely transgressive as it
affects prince and pauper alike. Soon after the
Covid-19 contagion appeared in the horizon
attention centred on who might be the victim.
Who is falling sick and who is dying is the
question that was debated throughout the
world. Early on the media marked the disease as
the “Great Leveller.” In one such representation
the newspaper declared that: “In many ways,
COVID-19 has been a great leveller of sorts.
Be it the rich, the poor or even the famous,
the virus has affected people from all walks of
life and spared none.” While it is true that this
disease affected one and all, but its effects were
vastly different on different groups. For the rich
it affected individuals. For the disempowered it
wiped out communities. After a year of living
with this virus it is progressively clear that as
in all other previous crisiseven in this oneit is
the vulnerable groups that paid the real price.

On 24 March 2020, the Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi announced a 21-day lockdown
in the wake of the spread of novel coronavirus
SARS-CoV-2 which is better known by its
acronym Covid-19. The announcement was
both destabilising and unexpected. The country
was totally unprepared for such a lockdown.
The pandemic and the sudden lockdown was
disastrous for most of the 400 million workers
of India but it proved particularly catastrophic
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for the 139 million migrant workers. The
employers of the migrant workers closed shop.
The workers were also driven out of their
rented shelters on the ground that they would
not be able to pay the rent. Their paltry savings
dwindled soon.Within days migrant workers

Very few people asked the question
how ethical was it to begin a
lockdown without any plans of
sustaining the entire working

class, let alone migrant workers,
and driving them to desperate
meaQsurese

crowded bus stations to catch a bus to go back
home or go someplace where they might live
a life of dignity. News reached readers via the
morning newspapers how: “Carrying their
children and bags migrant workers, including
women were standing in a long queue of about
3 km ... in the hope to catch any bus to return
to their distant villages located in UP’s different
parts. Several migrants were also from states like
Madhya Pradesh and Bihar.” The media soon
reported on how the police were beating back
desperate migrants trying to leave town by the
end of March. But real desperation of migrants
began when the first phase of lockdown ended,
and the next phase began. Very few people
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asked the question how ethical was it to begin a
lockdown without any plans of sustaining the
entire working class, let alone migrant workers,
and driving them to desperate measures?

When the next phase of lockdown started the
migrants were in such desperate conditions that
they decided to brave all odds to go back home.
Now it was not just a question of livelihood
but of life itself. On 14th of April again
desperate migrant workers started gathering
in bus stations. This time the flash point was
Mumbai. Soon news started appearing how:
“Migrant workers in large numbers gathered at
a bus stand in Mumbai on Tuesday afternoon
demanding transport arrangements to go
back to their native places, hours after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi announced the
nation-wide lockdown to contain the spread
of coronavirus has been extended till May 3.”
Failing to get any help from the government
the migrants started acquiring private vehicles
and those who could not do so began a long
trek to go back home thereby embracing death
in their pursuit of life. Migrant workers from
different parts of India trekked back hundreds
of kilometres carrying their scanty belongings
and dragging their hungry and thirsty children
in the scorching heat of the plains of India to
reach home in central or eastern parts of the
country. One news feed reported that: “After
facing difficulties to meet basic ends without
work, these migrants, in the absence of any
means of transport, found no choice but to
walk back home.Unfortunately, not all of them
reached their respective destinations.” For
many the notion of home as sanctuary was
revolutionised.

In May news such as these: “Three migrant
workers who were on their way to Uttar
Pradesh from Maharashtra, mostly walking,
died in Barwani district of Madhya Pradesh on
Saturday,” were becoming common place. In
the peak of summer migrant workers walking
back home were dehydrated, fatigued, and
starving and were dying on their trek towards
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their destination. No one asked why it was
so important for migrants to get away. There
were media agencies that started tabulating the
deaths that happened on route to home. One
media house reported that between 24 March
and 18 May more than 159 migrant workers
died in road accidents. When the date was
extended up to 30 May the reported numbers
of deaths rose to 198. One newspaper reported
that: “There were at least 1,461 accidents over
the course of the nationwide lockdown - from
March 25 to May 31 - in which at least 750
people were Kkilled, including 198 migrant
workers. There were 1,390 who got injured,
according to the data.” Amidst these events the

In the peak of summer migrant
workers walking back home were
dehydrated, fatigued, and starving
and were dying on their trek
fowards their destination. No one
asked why it was so important for
migrants to get away.

government began to confront uncomfortable
questions from the media. A news channel
asked: “While the economic disruption caused
by the pandemic and the lockdown remained
a cause of concern, the failure to provide
authoritative solutions for the unprecedented
migrant crisis, even after more than 50 days
of the lockdown, has raised questions over the
planning of the country’s Covid-19 response.”
Faced with mounting criticisms of the sheer
number of deaths of the migrants on the road to
their destinations and then a direct order from
the Supreme Court the governments of both
the centre and the states started running special
buses and trains to take the migrants back to
their homes. The trains were called Shramik
Specials. It was reported that, “within 15 days
4,277 Shramik Specials have been operated by
railways to transport approximately 60 lakh
people to their home states.” But even these
trains did not protect the life of the migrant



workers. It was reported that there weremore
than,”80 deaths on board the Shramik Special
trains (for stranded migrant workers) between
May 9 and May 27, according to data from the
Railway Protection Force...” Also the whole
notion of physical distancing sounded ironic.
While the leaders were busy preaching to

Social distancing be damned, if
family members are unwell they are
the front line care giver whether
they be in United States, France or
India.

the congregation that they needed to keep a
distance of 6 feet from each other they were
packing hundreds of migrant workers in each
train. It was a veritable black hole.

By the time the migrants reached home
India had reoriented itself to the term “social
distancing”. After all that was exactly what
the upper-class Hindus did to their lower
caste “essential workers” for centuries. When
the erstwhile socially distanced became the
essential workers, those who went to the cities
or the migrants who were once considered
essential for the rural economy because of
their ability to send remittances to their family
and villages had now become the new socially
distanced. The migrants rushing home against
all odds discovered that they are no longer
welcome and they were treated as if they “put
everyone in the village in harms” way” The
migrants said that upon returning, “they and
their families have been singled out, sneered
at, and harassed by villagers. In some villages,
they face ostracisation even after completing
the mandatory 14-day quarantine period.”
However, the more important question that the
migrants faced is that could they get the dignity
that they were looking for in their perilous
journey?

Ram Achal Prasad, a factory worker in Mumbai
returned to his village promising never to come
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back. Upon returning he was confronted with
a situation that was most unexpected. He said:
“I left for my village in April and braved many
setbacks. We almost lost our lives while going
home ... However, I could not find any work
that suited my skill-set in Bahraich district, and
I could not keep sitting at home waiting for
things to get back to normal. I had no money
left and had to decide to return to Mumbai.
But with the news of COVID-19 cases rising
every day, I decided to leave my wife and
two daughters behind.” Meanwhile the states
were busy eroding whatever rights the migrant
workers had by allowing businesses to hire and
fire their workers without intervention either
from government’s labour inspectors or from
trade unions. Some were arbitrarily trying to
increase the working hours of labour so much
so that the ILO expressed deep concerns.
However, what concerns us is that apparently
the dignity that the migrants were striving for
proved ephemeral both in their return as well
as re-turn. The pandemic and the long march
of the migrant workers brought back with a
vehemence like never before the issue of what
may be the ethicalmode for treating migrant
labour.Because clearly the way they were
treated in the present instance was anything
but.

Even worse off were migrant women workers.
“For the 8.5 million women migrant domestic
workers, often on insecure contracts, income
loss also affects their dependents back at
home.” There are many other risks that women
face than only loss of jobs. In most societies
the jobs of men and women are different. As I
have already argued care giving is considered
as women’s domain. With the Covid-19
lockdown in most countries women’s work has
increased stupendously. As two commentators
point out: “A nurse, frontline health worker,
policewoman and waste picker returning home
from work is expected to cook, clean, and bathe
the children, with little concern for her own
rest or recreation, while simultaneously facing
resentment for putting the family at risk.”
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Whether a woman has other jobs or not they
are supposed to look after the home and those
living at home. When maids are unable to come
they do the cooking and cleaning, prepare the
food, home school the children if need be due
to lockdowns, make sure that people at home
have enough supplies, look after the sick and
the aging etc. Social distancing be damned, if
family members are unwell they are the front
line care giver whether they be in United States,
France or India.

As for migrant women workers in India the
situation was even worse. According to one
report: A telephone survey of migrant laborers
in north India found that around 92% have lost
their work, and 42% are negatively impacted
with no food or supplies. There were many
reports how women migrant labour were
adversely affected. Let us discuss the case of
Asha Sharma, who was 25 years old:

Five years ago, she left the hilly state of
Uttarakhand for New Delhi to try to make a
living from her passion of dancing to Bollywood
songs. That dream lasted only a short while;
she couldn’t get into a dance troupe and her
degree from a small town was of no help in
landing an office job in the city. With a friend’s
reference, Sharma found a job at a beauty salon.
She was earning about 12,000 rupees ($159) a
month and sending some money back home to
her mother... With the pandemic she lost her
job and her meagre income. She had to go back
home and try to make a living with her mother
and other siblings with only Rs. 1500 that her
mother was getting as pension.

Women migrant workers coming to the city
for jobs had to stay back in their villages for
the duration of the lockdown. Many of them
lost their jobs. Those who came back to the
city to look for work once the lockdown was
lifted found that people were unwilling to
employ them for fear of contamination. For
a project of the Department of International
Relations, Dhaka University I had the occasion
to interview many such women. Most of them
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informed that not only were they scared of the
disease but also the stigma. If any one in the
homes that they worked in caught a cold they
were blamed for it. The situation was so bad that
some of the young girls were even beaten for
the mere suspicion that they were the carriers.
The pandemic's cost to women's employment
has worsened an already precarious situation.
India has one of the world's lowest female
labour force participation rates. With the
pandemic raging even middle management
women had to stay at home to look after their

The pandemic's cost fo women's
employment has worsened an
already precarious situation. India
has one of the world's lowest
female labour force participation
rates. With the pandemic raging
even middle management women
had to stay at home to look after
their family.

family. As for migrant women, the found that
the urban centres were closing their doors
to them. A number of these young migrant
women returning home due to the pandemic
were married of to any prospective grooms
who promised to feed them. Ganga Bauli. Aged
17, had stayed in a stable home in Kolkata for
the last three years. She was visiting her home
in the village when the lockdown started. After
being unable to return to her job for months
her parents got her married in the village. Since
Ganga had no training in cooking or managing
households as she was a child’s companion in
the city, she was sent back to her father’s home
by the in-laws. Now she is suffering from ptsd
and other mental issues.

From the above account it is perhaps clear
that the effect of pandemic is much more
widespread than was previously assumed.
Also, the pandemic has not proved to be
transgressive as was previously thought and



affected the more vulnerable communities in
many insidious ways. The migrant workers
lost most of their rights as citizens when intra
state borders were erected. Their situation was
exactly like the stateless people. India is not
exceptional in this. The worlds richest country,
the USA, also witnessed a similar phenomenon.
African American and Latinos were affected
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‘The “measureless layers of history”: Hardy

and Archaeology’

Shanta Dutta

by training and a novelist by choice — was

about 46 years old, he toured the Continent
and visited Turin, Pisa, Florence, and Rome,
including a literary pilgrimage to the graves
of the poets P.B. Shelley and John Keats. There
was ‘a great spurt of new buildings’ being
erected in Rome at the time of Hardy’s visit
and he wondered how ‘anybody can have any
zest to erect a new building in Rome, in the
overpowering presence of decay on the mangy
and rotting walls of old erections, originally of
fifty times the strength of the new.” Just before
Hardy’s visit to Rome, the ‘Coliseum and
other ruins” had been stripped of their ‘vast
accumulations of parasitic growths’, a process
that Hardy seemed to have regretted even while
recognizing — as an architect — how essential it
was to the preservation of the old walls. In his
disguised third-person autobiography Hardy
recorded how, while wandering around in
the Holy City, he keenly felt ‘its measureless
layers of history to lie upon him like a physical
weight.” [Life, p. 195]

In 1887, when Thomas Hardy — an architect

This acute consciousness of the historic past
being omnipresent in his native Dorset had
been voiced by Hardy in his novel The Mayor
of Casterbridge (published in 1886 but set
in the 1840s), in which the most prominent
Roman landmark was the Maumbury Ring. As
Hardy’s narrator informs the reader, the ‘Ring
at Casterbridge was merely the local name of
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one of the finest Roman Ampitheatres, if not
the very finest, remaining in Britain. . . . It was
to Casterbridge what the ruined Coliseum
is to modern Rome, and was nearly of the
same magnitude. . . . Melancholy, impressive,
lonely, yet accessible from every part of the
town, the historic circle was the frequent spot
for appointments of a furtive kind.” [MoC,
Chapter 11] It is at this historic site that the
male protagonist, Michael Henchard, furtively
meets his estranged wife Susan whom he had
drunkenly auctioned off almost two decades

In his disguised third-person
autobiography Hardy recorded
how, while wandering around in
the Holy City, he keenly felt ‘its
measureless layers of history to lie
upon him like a physical weight.’

ago. This prominent Casterbridge landmark,
however, probably dates back to an even
remoter past. Later excavations have revealed
that beneath the layer of Roman relics and
coins lay ‘prehistoric implements, flints,
horns, and other remains” which suggested
that this ancient earthwork was of either
the ‘palaeolithic or neolithic age’. Hardy’s
commonsensical, layman’s explanation, in an
article on ‘Maumbury Ring” published in The



Times on 9 Oct 1908, is that ‘the colonists, to
save labour, shaped and adapted to their own
use some earthworks already on the spot’.

In this novel, while describing the town of
Casterbridge, which is the fictionalized version
of real-life Dorchester, Hardy’s omniscient
narrator had provided a fairly detailed account:

Casterbridge announced old Rome in every
street, alley, and precinct. It looked Roman,
bespoke the art of Rome, concealed dead men
of Rome. It was impossible to dig more than
a foot or two deep about the town fields and
gardens without coming upon some tall soldier
or other of the Empire, who had lain there in
his silent unobtrusive rest for a space of fifteen
hundred years. He was mostly found lying on
his side, in an oval scoop in the chalk, like a
chicken in its shell; his knees drawn up to his
chest; sometimes with the remains of his spear
against his arm; a fibula or brooch of bronze
at his breast or forehead; an urn at his knees, a
jar at his throat, a bottle at his mouth ...” [MoC,
Chapter 11]

This description is not a case of artistic
imagination run wild. In real life, when the
foundations were being dug for Max Gate,
the house that Hardy designed and built for
himself, spectacular ‘relics of antiquity” were
discovered, a detailed account of which Hardy
provided in a paper entitled ‘Some Romano-
British Relics found at Max Gate, Dorchester’
which he read out to a gathering of the Dorset
Natural History and Antiquarian Field Club
in 1884 and which was later published in the
proceedings of the Club in 1890:

On this comparatively level ground we
discovered, about three feet below the surface,
three human skeletons in separate and distinct
graves. Each grave was, as nearly as possible,
an ellipse in plan, about 4 ft. long and 2% ft.
wide, cut vertically into the solid chalk. The
remains bore marks of careful interment. In
two of the graves . . . abody lay on its right side,
the knees being drawn up to the chest, and the

arms extended straight downwards, so that the
hands rested against the ankles. Each body was
fitted with, one may almost say, perfect accuracy
into the oval hole . . . strongly suggestive of the

The creature represented but a

low type of animal existence . ..
Zoophytes, mollusca, shell-fish, were
the highest developments of those
ancient dates. The immense lapses
of time each formation represented
had known nothing of the dignity
of man. They were grand times,

but they were mean times too, and
mean were their relics. He was to
be with the small in his death.

chicken in the egg shell. . . . In the first grave
a bottle of white clay, nearly globular, with a
handle, stood close to the breast of the skeleton,
the interior being stained as if by a dark liquid. .
.. In the second cavity were four urns, standing
nearly upright like the others, two being of
ordinary size, and two quite small. They stood
touching each other, and close to the breast of
the skeleton . . . In the third grave two other
urns of like description were disclosed. . . .
There was naturally no systematic orientation
in the interments — the head in one case being
westward, in the other eastward, and in the
third, I believe, south-west.

However, not all such reminders of the ancient
past were hidden underground but, rather,
were abundantly visible on the earth’s surface
if only one had the vision and the curiosity to
look for them. Sometimes the past confronts the
human characters dramatically as in the case of
the geologist Henry Knight in Hardy’s novel A
Pair of Blue Eyes (published in 1873). Knight
accidentally slips off the edge of a precipice
and as he desperately tries to find a foothold
among the craggy rocks while clinging on to
a shrub in order to avoid imminent death, he
comes face to face with the fossilized remains
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of a prehistoric creature:

...opposite Knight's eyes was an imbedded
fossil, standing forth in low relief from the
rock. It was a creature with eyes. The eyes, dead
and turned to stone, were even now regarding
him. It was one of the early crustaceans called
Trilobites. Separated by millions of years in
their lives, Knight and this underling seemed
to have met in their place of death. It was the
single instance within reach of his vision of
anything that had ever been alive and had had
a body to save, as he himself had now.

The creature represented but a low type of
animal existence . . . Zoophytes, mollusca, shell-
fish, were the highest developments of those
ancient dates. The immense lapses of time each
formation represented had known nothing of
the dignity of man. They were grand times, but
they were mean times too, and mean were their
relics. He was to be with the small in his death.
[PBE, Chapter 22]

This passage in Hardy’s early novel finely
combines his interest in geology, paleontology,
and evolutionary biology to suggest that human
beings, with all their pride in their own highly
evolved consciousness, are really no better than
the earliest crudest forms of life on earth because
they are both subject to the same inevitable
and inexorable laws of extinction. Hardy’s pet
theme is often the contrast between the brief
and fitful human lives played out against the
implacable, unchanging face of nature. A good
example of this would be the figure of Eustacia
Vye silhouetted atop the Bronze Age tumuli
called the Rainbarrow in the novel The Return
of the Native (published in 1878). This barrow
has remained inviolate down the ages; in the
words of the narrator: ‘Not a plough had ever
disturbed a grain of that stubborn soil. In the
heath’s barrenness to the farmer lay its fertility
to the historian.” [RoN, Book I, Chapter 3] Even
the annual bonfires that are lit atop Rainbarrow
on 5th November — ostensibly to commemorate
Guy Fawkes Day — probably owe their origins
not to a 1605 failed plot to blow up the King and
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Parliament but to a more hoary pre-Christian
past. Hardy’s narrator speculates that:

Festival fires to Thor and Woden had followed
on the same ground and duly had their day.
Indeed, it is pretty well known that such blazes
as this the heathmen were now enjoying are
rather the lineal descendants from jumbled
Druidical rites and Saxon ceremonies than the
invention of popular feeling about Gunpowder
Plot.

Hardy's pet theme is often the
contrast between the brief and fitful
human lives played out against the
implacable, unchanging face of
nature.

Moreover to light a fire is the instinctive
and resistant act of man when, at the winter
ingress, the curfew is sounded throughout
Nature. It indicates a spontaneous, Promethean
rebelliousness against the fiat that this recurrent
season shall bring foul times, cold darkness,
misery and death. [RoN, Book I, Chapter 3]

The Return of the Native opens with Hardy’s
famous description of Egdon Heath — which
is the composite fictional name that he gives
to the heaths stretching from Bournemouth to
Dorchester — in the chapter entitled ‘A Face on
which Time makes but Little Impression’. In
other words, Egdon Heath can be termed as
one of those enduring landscapes that resists
human attempts to tame it or appropriate it.
In describing this ancient heath, which Hardy
claims was trod by ‘that traditionary King of
Wessex — Lear’ [1895 Preface to the novel], he
says that ‘everything around and underneath
[it] had been from prehistoric times as unaltered
as the stars overhead.. The great inviolate
place had an ancient permanence which the
sea cannot claim... The sea changed, the fields
changed, the rivers, the villages, and the people
changed, yet Egdon remained’. [RoN, Book I,
Chapter 1] The heath was not so elevated as
to be eroded; neither was it so low-lying as to



be flooded with sedimentation; and neither
‘pickaxe, plough, [n]or spade’ could leave
any permanent mark on its unchanging face
through the centuries of human toil.

Another such enduring landscape with which
Hardy’s late novel Tess of the d’'Urbervilles
memorably closes is that of Stonehenge — the
man-made construct of megaliths, arranged in
concentric circles, that has dominated Salisbury
Plain for centuries. Even today, there is much
debate among archaeologists regarding the
age in which it was built, the manner in which
it was built, and the purpose for which it was
built. It could have been a place dedicated to
pagan worship of the Sun; some claim that it
was a sacred Druidic burial site; others suggest
that it was a place of healing as the colossal,
imposing, monolithic stones were supposed
to have magical properties. The idea has also
been mooted that it was some sort of giant
astronomical clock by which the ancient
peoples regulated their agricultural cycle of
sowing and harvesting, relative to the solstices
and equinoxes. Hardy imaginatively uses it
as a gigantic theatre where his tragic heroine
Tess Durbeyfield is cornered like a hunted
animal, finally captured/arrested by the forces
of law and order, and brought to ‘Justice’. In
the novel, in a conversation that Tess has with
her husband Angel Clare — while reclining on
one of the prostrate columns of Stonehenge —
she wonders whether, in the dim pagan past,
human sacrifice had been offered in this place.
Hardy seems toimply thatironically Tess herself
is the sacrificial victim at the altar of the double
standards of Victorian morality, punished (i.e.
hanged) for an act of desperation by a gender-
insensitive judiciary in what would be viewed
today as a miscarriage of justice.

Hardy’s interest in Stonehenge survived well
beyond the publication of Tess in 1891. In an
interview that was published in the Daily
Chronicle on 24 August 1899, entitled ‘Shall
Stonehenge Go?’, Hardy argued that it is a
‘national relic’ and should be ‘purchased by

the nation’. This was stated at a time when
this ancient ‘wonder of Salisbury Plain” had
been virtually put up for auction and there
were rumours of a ‘rich American’ having
made a bid for it. The danger of Stonehenge
being ruthlessly dismantled, carted across
the Atlantic, and painstakingly reassembled
on American shores, was not really a feasible
threat, and the down-to-earth Hardy was
much more concerned about saving it from
the ravages of the elements. Exposed to ‘wet
weather and frost’, ‘time nibbles [at the south-
west side of Stonehenge] year after year’ and
given the ‘gaunt nakedness of its situation’
[it is located on a vast naked plain], Hardy’s
suggestion was to create around it a protective
‘belt of plantations’” so that the trees could
arrest the eroding effects of inclement weather.
Towards the end of the interview, Hardy’s
practical observations and suggestions give
way to poetic eloquence:

Hardy's awareness of the
picturesque appeal of ancient
structures, whether natural or man-
made, is withessed time and again
in his fiction — both in his novels and
in his short stories

The size of the whole structure is considerably
dwarfed to the eye by the openness of the place,
as with all such erections, and a strong light
detracts from its impressiveness. In the brilliant
noon-day sunlight, in which most visitors
repair thither, and surrounded by bicycles and
sandwich papers, the scene is not to my mind
attractive, but garish and depressing. In dull,
threatening weather, however, and in the dusk
of the evening its charm is indescribable. On a
day of heavy cloud the sky seems almost to form
a natural roof touching the pillars, and colours
are revealed on the surfaces of the stones whose
presence would not be suspected on a fine day.
And if a gale of wind is blowing the strange
musical hum emitted by Stonehenge can never
be forgotten. To say that on moonlight nights it
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is at its finest is a commonplace.

Hardy’s awareness of the picturesque appeal
of ancient structures, whether natural or man-
made, is witnessed time and again in his fiction
—both in his novels and in his short stories (for
instance, ‘A Tryst at an Ancient Earthwork’).
Hardy’s architect’s vision embellishes the
description of Eustacia Vye’'s still figure on the
summit of Rainbarrow in the opening of The
Return of the Native:

There the form stood, motionless as the hill
beneath. Above the plain rose the hill, above
the hill rose the barrow, and above the barrow
rose the figure. Above the figure was nothing
that could be mapped elsewhere than on a
celestial globe.

Such a perfect, delicate, and necessary finish
did the figure give to the dark pile of hills that
it seemed to be the only obvious justification of
their outline. Without it, there was the dome
without the lantern; with it the architectural
demands of the mass were satisfied. The scene
was strangely homogeneous, in that the vale,
the upland, the barrow, and the figure above
it amounted only to unity. [RoN, Book I,
Chapter 2]

Such evocative juxtapositions of the ancient past
and the living present are not limited to Hardy’s
fictional and non-fictional prose alone but they
form the kernel of some of his philosophically
introspective poems too — for example, ‘The
Clasped Skeletons’, ‘In a Museum’, and ‘The
Roman Road’, to name only a few of the most
obvious ones.
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Notes

1.

The Life and Work of Thomas Hardy ed. Michael
Millgate (London: Macmillan, 1984; rpt. 1989), p.
196. After Hardy’s death in January 1928, his second
wife, Florence Emily Hardy, published a two-
volume biography entitled The Early Life of Thomas
Hardy: 1840-1891 (in 1928) and The Later Years
of Thomas Hardy: 1892-1928 (in 1930). Professor
Michael Millgate has conclusively demonstrated
that this purported ‘biography” is almost wholly the
work of Hardy himself — written in the third person.
Future references to this thinly-veiled autobiography
will refer to it as Life and page numbers will be
parenthetically included.

Harold Orel ed. Thomas Hardy’s Personal Writings:
Prefaces, Literary Opinions, Reminiscences (London:
Macmillan, 1967; rpt. 1990), p. 226.

Ibid., pp. 192-93.
Ibid., pp. 192-93.

Hardy was one of the “earliest acclaimers’” of Darwin’s
On the Origin of Species which was published in
1859 (see Life, p. 158). Hardy also attended Darwin’s
funeral at Westminster Abbey in 1882.

The basic template of abusive and exploitative man-
woman relationship which features in Hardy’s
Tess is echoed in the 2006 film Provoked which
dramatizes the real-life story of Kiranjit Ahluwalia.
The landmark final judgement in this 1990s British
case redefined the meaning of “provocation’, making
it a legal precedent.

Stonehenge is now in the UNESCO list of “World
Heritage Sites” and is owned by the State. Hardy’s
1899 interview is collected in Harold Orel ed. Thomas
Hardy’s Personal Writings, pp. 196-200.

Ibid., p. 200.
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20379 Founders’ Day Celebration

20" January, 2020
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'~ rounders’ Day Celebration

20" January, 2020
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g in association with [future Snwinenment and, ({Jildlife Society
A58 Donalte fon heallh shields and. hygiene packs.
Action undenway t provide washable masks and soap bans T 250 househslds ot
Kumirmani; Block Gosabo o for fung islond, in Sundanban witheut o phon

- 1

WE NEED Yoz SupPOeT FOTZ-THE NEXT ONE

Denalion quenies @ 9831695756

us inthe

ght Against Pandemic

)
exeMPTED.

COMPUANT

We are committed to fight this eut
Alumni uniled
the unsenved, the isslated.

WWW,PRESIDENCHALUMNLCOM
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A product of
Promise Charitable Trust
8"x4" Face Mask Washable
4 Ply Non Woven Cotton
Reusable & UV Sterlized
Donated By -
PRESIDENCY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION




Succour to the Amphan-hit book sellers of
College Street
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A Rendezvous
: with
ALAFN BANG

SAN Jay, 198
o B

0

L o

)
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A Rendezvous

with

ALAPAN BANDYOPADHYAY

Saturday, 19" December, 2020
Bengal Club

143



AUTUMN

A Rendezvous

with

T
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“and Sutirtha Bhattacharya

 Prasad Ranjan Roy (physics

196568) asks everyone to
bt riean,
mesh Sen (geology batch1958-60)

(batch 1974-77) echoed him.




ANURADHA LOHIA
Chief Patron (ex-officio)

AMIT CHOUDHURY
Secretary

SANDIP KAR
Assistant Secretary

MANASHI ROY

Member

SUTIRTHA
BHATTACHARYA
President

o B
KAUSHICK SAHA

Joint Secretary

KATHAKALI JANA

Treasurer

ALAK BANEJREE
Member
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CHAMPAK BHATTACHARYYA
Vice President

BIVAS CHAUDHURI
Vice President

LOPAMUDRA DUTTA GUPTA

Assistant Secretary

DEVASISH SEN

Assistant Secretary

ANINDYA KUMAR MITRA
Member

JAYANTA KUMAR MITRA
Member

ANIMESH SEN
Member

MADHUSREE GHOSH
Member



About Us...

SAIKAT MAITRA KAMAL KALI KUNDU HINDOL DATTA
Member Member Member

2020-2021 _

PAULA BANERJEE
Member

Member Member Member

SHROMONA GHOSH MAU BHATTACHARYYA PRADIP SINGHA ROY
Member Member Member

_——
RAHUL SAHA TURNA PAIN
Member Member
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S. VENKATRAMANI SANJAY KUMAR RAI SUMAN BHATTACHARYA

PARTHA DAS
Member



Prasad Ranjan Ray

Physics 1965-68

Retired civil servant and occasional
author and editor

Biswanath Das
Statistics 1961-63
Academic

Partha Ghose

Physics 1960-61

Physicist, author, philosopher,
musician, academic

Soumitra Sengupta
Physics 1978-81
Academic

Someswar Bhowmik

Economics 1973-76

Academic, writer, known for his work on
the media and Tagore’s visual imagination

Anuradha Ghosh
English 1988-91
Academic, writer and poet

Adrish Biswas
Bengali 1986-89
Writer, Academic

Anirban Chattopadhyay
Economics 1974-77

Journalist

Ranabir Samaddar

Political Science 1964-67

Acclaimed critical theorist on democracy,
autonomy, justice and peace

Goutam Roy
History, 1980-83
Academic

Amita Chatterjee
Philosophy 1968-71
Philosopher of Science, Logician, Academic

Soutik Biswas
Political Science 1982-85

Journalist

Dipankar Mukhopadhyay
English 1966-71
Former Director of NFDC,

Biographer of Mrinal Sen

Arindam Chakrabarty
Philosophy 1973-76
Academic

Abhirup Sarkar
Economics, 1972-75
Academic, writer

Nasreen Choudhury
Political Science 1990-93
Academic

Sreerup Raychaudhury
Physics, 1980-83
Academic

Arpan Chakraborty
Bengali 1988-91
Academic, writer

Mahua Sen
Statistics 1985-88
Health information management executive

Manish Nandy
Economics 1956-58
Author, Journalist

Paula Banerjee

History 1983-86

Academic, known for her work
on women in borderlands

Tarun Goswami
Philosophy, 1980-86
Journalist

Shanta Dutta
English 1979-82
Academic

Prosenjit Gupta
Economics 1980-83
Chartered Accountant
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WBMSCL

Serving the People

==

West Bengal
Medical Services
Corporation Limited

WEST BENGAL MEDICAL SERVICES
CORPORATION LIMITED

(Wholly Owned by the Government of West Bengal)

The key objectives of the Corporation are:-

®,

% Construction and maintenance of health facilities.
Efficient procurement and supply of quality drugs to hospitals.
Efficient procurement of medical equipment and maintenance of the same.

Providing Facility Management Services at the newly built Multi/Super Speciality

Hospitals by providing manpower services of housekeeping, Hospital ward support ,
security and scavenging.

: Registered Office :

Swasthya Sathi, Swasthya Bhawan Complex,
GN-29, Sector-V, Salt Lake, Kolkata — 700 091

033-40340300 (Phone) ® 033-40340400 (Fax)
info@wbmsc.gov.in ® www.wbmsc.gov.in
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NMDC has triumphantly completed the Diamond Jubilee Year with a string of laudable achievements.
The Company’s remarkable growth in these six decades is a testament to its strong fundamentals.

One of the best performing Public Sector Enterprises of India.

The single largest producer of iron ore in India.

Bringing socio-economic transformation through innovative and impactful CSR initiatives in the less
developed regions of the Country.

Sole producer of Diamonds in India.
e Venturing into steel by commissioning 3.0 MTPA Steel Plant at Nagarnar, Chhattisgarh.

NMDC re-dedicate itself with a fresh zeal and renewed enthusiasm, energy and strategy to achieve
greater heights in delivering value for all its stakeholders

NMDC Limited

(A Government of India Enterprise)
'Khanij Bhavan', 10-3-311/A, Castle Hills,
Masab Tank, Hyderabad-500 028. INDIA
website: www.nmdc.co.in

€ @nmdclimited | . @nmdclimited Eco-friendly Miner
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With Best
Wishes

DARJEELING DISTRICT
UNEMPLOYED WELFARE SOCIETY
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PATAKA INDUSTRIES PVT LTD

PLATTER HOSPITALITY PVT LTD
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ILEAD

Visit for a promising future

and no dreamer is
ever too SMALL
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A State Owned Premier Thermal Power Generating Company

e QOperating Five Thermal Power Stations at present Existing Power Stations of
Present Total Installed Power Generating Capacity of 4745 MW WB P D C |—

Power Plant Simulator Training Institute at Bakreswar Thermal B an d e|
Power Station (Recognised by Central Electricity Authority) 335 MW

Construction of Unit # 5 (660 MW) First Super Critical Unit in the Santaldlh

State at Sagardighi Thermal Power Project is going to commence
shortly 500 MW

Kolaghat
1260 MW

Setting up of 10.58 MW Roof Top Solar Power Plant at all the Five
Power Stations is going to be commissioned shortly and another Bakreswar
10 MW Ground Mounted Solar Power Plant at Sagardighi Thermal 1050 MW

Power Project is under construction Sagard|gh|
1600 MW

Having Five Captive Coal Mines with reserve of around 600 MT

The West Bengal Power Development Corporation Limited
(A Government of West Bengal Enterprise)
Bidyut Unnayan Bhaban, Plot No.: 3/C, LA - Block, Sector - Ill, Bidhannagar, Kolkata - 700106
Email: wbpdcl@wbpdcl.co.in | Website: www.wbpdcl.co.in
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Wecrti Beot Wecsties

INDORAMA @ Dhunseri

Deshapriya Park | Salt Lake | Southern Avenue | Jessore Road | Naktala
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GIVING to

Presidency Alumni Association

PRESIDENCY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION CALCUTTA
86/1, College Street, Kolkata 700 073
registered under the FCRA, 2010
is authorised to receive donations from foreign sources as permissible.

It is also registered u/s 12A of Income Tax Act and the donation shall qualify
for deduction u/s 80G(5)(vi) of the Income Tax, 1961
subject to fulfillment of conditions.
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hitps://makautwb.ac.in

MAULANA ABUL KALAM AZAD
UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY,
WEST BENGAL

Wy I

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad
University of Technology, W.B.

[Formaly known as West Bengal University of Technology (WBUT)]

The largest Technical University of Bengal

Invites you
(Every Alumni of Presidency)

to please share on any online patform,

your St Story, Knowle

with the largest pool of our Students.

Kindly contact:

Gitanjali Coomar,
Contact No. - 6290622433, Office of the Vice Chancellor, MAKAUT,WB




BT A D Coal India Li

- 4 ; / "_?7 » . i S —, . . :':. . .
Enwronmen? conservation is firmly A government of India Undertaking
entrenched in our consciousness ; A Maharatna Company

Safe environment, secure future
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