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Chief Patron (ex-officio)
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President
Sutirtha Bhattacharya

Vice Presidents
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Joint Secretary
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Publication Board

Prasad Ranjan Ray
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Kathakali Jana

Paula Banerjee
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Shromona Ghosh
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Kathakali Jana
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Suman Bhattacharya
Sumanta Roy
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Swapan Datta
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Sauvik Majumdar
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Surajit Roy
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Hindol Dutta

Rahul Saha

Madhura Gayen
Mau Bhattacharya
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Pradip Shikdar
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Turna Pain
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Champak Bhattacharyya
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Partha Das
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Office Management
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Sanjay Rai

Bijoli Mullick
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Swapan Kumar Das
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1960
1961

1962
1963
1964
1965
1967
1968
1980-81
1981-82
1982-83
1983-84

1984-85

1985-86

1987-88

1988-89

1989-90

1990-91

1991-92

1992-93

1993-94

1994-95
199596

1996-97
1998-99

Former Editors-in-Chief and Editors

Atul Chandra Gupta

Srikumar Banerjee
Srikumar Banerjee
Srikumar Banerjee
Srikumar Banerjee
Srikumar Banerjee
Srikumar Banerjee
Srikumar Banerjee
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Amalendu Das Gupta

vii

Amulyadhan Mukherjee
Amulyadhan Mukherjee
Amulyadhan Mukherjee
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta
Subodh Chandra Sengupta

Pratap Chandra Chunder
Pratap Chandra Chunder

Hiranmay Banerjee
Pratap Chandra Chunder

Hiranmay Banerjee
Pratap Chandra Chunder

Pratap Chandra Chunder
Sankarsan Roy

Pratap Chandra Chunder
Asok Mitra

Pratap Chandra Chunder

Sankarsan Roy

Pratap Chandra Chunder
Sankarsan Roy

Pratap Chandra Chunder
Debajyoti Das

Debajyoti Das
Atindra Mohan Gun

Debajyoti Das
Atindra Mohan Gun
Kajal Sengupta
Debajyoti Das
Debajyoti Das

Debajyoti Das
Manotosh Das Gupta
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1999-2000
2000-01
2001-02
2002-03
2003-04
2004-05
2005-06
2006-07
2007-08
2008-09
2009-10
2010-11
2011-12
2012-13
2013-14
2014-15
2015-16
2016-17
2017-18
2018-19
2019-20
2020-21
2021-22

Amalendu Das Gupta
Amalendu Das Gupta
Amalendu Das Gupta
Amalendu Das Gupta
Amalendu Das Gupta
Amalendu Das Gupta
Tapan Raychaudhuri
Tapan Raychaudhuri
Tapan Raychaudhuri
Tapan Raychaudhuri
Tapan Raychaudhuri
Nabaneeta Dev Sen
Nabaneeta Dev Sen
Nabaneeta Dev Sen
Nabaneeta Dev Sen
Nabaneeta Dev Sen
Nabaneeta Dev Sen
Nabaneeta Dev Sen
Nabaneeta Dev Sen
Nabaneeta Dev Sen
Prasad Ranjan Ray
Prasad Ranjan Ray
Prasad Ranjan Ray

viii

Nityapriya Ghosh

Anjali Mookherjee

Anjali Mookherjee

Anjali Mookherjee

Anjali Mookherjee
Nityapriya Ghosh
Nityapriya Ghosh
Nityapriya Ghosh
Nityapriya Ghosh
Nityapriya Ghosh
Nityapriya Ghosh
Shyamaprasad Mukherjee
Shyamaprasad Mukherjee
Shyamaprasad Mukherjee
Shyamaprasad Mukherjee
Mamata Ray

Mamata Ray

Editorial Board

Editorial Board

Sugata Marjit

Editorial Board

Editorial Board

Editorial Board
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ENDOWMENT LIST OF PRESIDENCY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

ok Endowment Name Value Criteria Tpr of Endowed by

No. ®) Prize

1 Satyabrata Ghosh Memorial Highest marks in BSc Part-II Two cash Dalia Datta
Prize Physics prizes

1,00,000 | Highest CGPA in BSc final
Physics

2 Balai Charan Roy Memorial Highest marks in MSc Book prize | Gopendra Nath Roy
Prize 30,000 Physics

3 Sumit Kumar Roy Memorial Highest marks in BSc Cash prize | Swapna Roy
Prize 1,00,000 | Life Sciences

4 Panchanan Pal Memorial Prize | 15,000 | Highest marks in BSc Maths Cash prize | Prasanta Pal

5 Anathnath Dey Memorial Prize | 50,000 | Highest mark in MSc Maths Cash prize | Amarnath Dey

6 Ramani Mohan Ghosh & 1,00,000 | Highest marks in BA Gold medal | Sanghamitra
Kamala Moni Basu Prize Philosophy Mukherjee

7 Sudhansu Dasgupta Memorial | 3,00,000 | Annual Inter College Debate Cash prize | Nandita Dasgupta
Debate

8 Presidency Alumni Highest marks in BA (Hons.) Gold medal | Presidency Alumni
Association Gold Medal 4,065,000 | Highest marks in BSc (Hons.) | & Cash prize | Trust Fund

9 Ahindra Nath Das & Nilima Highest marks in MSc Gold medal | Swapan Kumar Das
Das Gold Medal 1,00,000 | Life Sciences

ENDOWMENT LIST OF PRESIDENCY COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY

Name of the Endowment Fund Name & Address of the Donor

Amal Bhattacharji Memorial Fund

Smt. Sukumari Bhattacharji, 239A, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Road,
Kolkata-700047

Tarapada Mukherjee Memorial Fund

Prof. Asoke Kumar Mukherjee, Prof. of English, Presidency College,
Kolkata, 30B Anil Roy Road, Kolkata 29

Bivabati Sarkar Memorial Fund

Manjari Basu, 53/1, Badan Roy Lane, Kolkata-10

Bani Basu Memorial Prize

Not available

Bani Basu Memorial Prize

Not available

Himani Devi Memorial Prize

Sri Kamal Kumar Ghatak, P-60, C.I.T. Road, Scheme-52 Kolkata-14

Ajoy Chandra Banerjee Memorial Fund

Smt. Manju Banerjee, 57, Pataldanga Street, Kolkata-9

Suryya Kumar Das Memorial Prize

Smt. Manjusree Das, Sri Amit Kumar Das, Sri Sumit Kumar Das, EE-193,
Flat No.- 3, Sector-1I, Salt Lake, Kolkata-91

Nitish Ch. Chakraborti Memorial Fund

Debanjan Chakrabarti, A-11/10, E.C.T.P. Phase-II, Kolkata-78

Rajendra Kishore Memorial Prize

N.C Basu Roy chowdhury.D/A/87 sector 1, Salt lake.Kolkata 64

Chandan Kr. Bhattacharyya Memorial
Fund

Atasi Bhattacharyya, Flat No.-12, Surendranath Buildings, 238, Maniktala
Main Road, Kolkata- 54

Naresh Chandra Chakraborti Memorial Fund

Debanjan Chakrabarti, A-11/10, E.C.T.P. Phase-II, Kolkata-78,

Lilabati Ray Memorial Fund

Debanjan Chakrabarti, A-11/10, E.C.T.P. Phase-II, Kolkata-78

Nirmal Kanti Majumdar Endowment Fund

Mukul kumar Majumdar, Uris Hall, 4th Floor, Cornell University,
ITACHI, New York, mukul_majumdar@yahoo.com

Dr. Haraprasad Mitra Memorial Prize

Dr. Namita Mitra, W2B Type of House (Phase-III), Flat No. -B/16/2, Golf
Green Urban Complex, Kolkata-45




Name of the Endowment Fund Name & Address of the Donor

Dr. Pravas Jiban Chaudhuri Memorial
Fund

Smt. Ashabari Chaudhuri, 82B, Bondel Road, Kolkata-19

Late Shyamapada Bhattacharyya
Memorial Fund

Ajit Kumar Bhattacharyya, 2/11, Hazarhat Kalitala Lane, Howrah-711104

Deptt. of Sociology Foundation
Commemoration Fund

Dr. Prasanta Roy, BK 365 Salt Lake, Sector II, Kolkata 91,

Prof. Nirmal Ch. Basu Roy Chaudhuri
Memorial Fund

Bela Basu Roy Chaudhury, DA-87, Sector-1, Salt Lake City, Kolkata-64

Dr. Satinath Bagchi Memorial Fund

Sri Pratul Kumar Bagchi, 1, Haripada Dutta Lane, P.O. - Beadon Street,
Kolkata-6

The Late Ramanuja Pattu Aiyenger
Memorial Fund

Sarayu Aiyenger, 49/1, I Main Road, Raja Annamalaipuram,
Chennai-600028; Satyavrata Samavedi, Assistant Professor, IIT
Hyderabad, satyavratas@gmail. com (9444008633)

Makhan Lal Sarkar Memorial Fund

Manjari Basu, 53/1, Badan Roy Lane, Kolkata-10

Parthasarathi Gupta Memorial Fund

Dr. Parimal Krishna Sen, Ex- head of the Department of Chemistry,
Presidency college; 22875809

Priyada Ranjan Roy Memorial Book Prize

Sri Dilip Kumar Roy, Bejoy Tower, Flat-C-1, 9, Hindusthan Park,
Kolkata-29

Prof. Pratul Ch. Rakshit Fund

P.C. Rakshit Birthday Celebration Committee of Presidency College

Cunninghum Memorial Prize

Not available

Acharyya Prafulla Ch. Ray Centenary Prize

Not available

Prof. S C Mahalanabish Memorial Prize

Dr.Sachchidananda Banerjee.23B, Tarasankar Sarani.Kolkata 37

Aparajita Chattopadhyay Memorial Fund

Arun Kumar Chattopadhyay & Purabi Chattopadhyay, CK-245, Sector-II,
Salt Lake, Kolkata-91

Dhirendra Nath Chatterjee Memorial fund

Dr. Tarapada Chatterjee, 46/11-T, Becharam Chatterjee Road, Kolkata-34

Prof. Sivatosh Mookherjee Memorial Fund

Re-Union Committee of the Deptt. Of Zoology of Presidency College

U N Ghoshal Prize

Not available

Debasish Chandra Memorial Prize

Not available

Konkana Chakraborty Memorial Book Prize

Runa Chakraborty & Nirmalansu Chakraborty, P-190/B 93, Diamond
Park, Diamond Harbour Road, Kolkata-104

Geographical Institute Book Prize

Geographical Institute, Deptt. Of Geography, Presidency College, Kolkata

Nihar Ranjan Dutta Memorial Prize

Not available

Prof Achintya Kr. Mukherjee Memorial Fund

Physiological Institute of the Deptt. Of Physiology, Presidency College,
Kolkata

Chitralekha Mukherjee Memorial Book Prize

Smt. Debatri Banerjee, 21, Sandford Road, Bristol, B.S.84 QG, UK

Shivatosh Mukherjee Memorial Prize for
Mol. Bio. & Genetics

Zoology Deptt. Of Presidency College

Nirode Baran Bakshi Memorial Prize

Not available

Nirode Baran Bakshi Memorial Prize

Not available

Scindia silver medal and Gwalior book
prize

Not available

Ashin Dasgupta Book Prize

Smt. Uma Dasgupta, 4 /104, Udita Apartments, 1050 /1, Survey Park,
Kolkata 700 075

Narayan Chandra Ghosh Memorial
Trust Fund

Smt. Bina Ghosh, 1/2, Hindusthan Road, Kolkata-29
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Name of the Endowment Fund Name & Address of the Donor

Late Jyotish Chandra Roy Memorial
Prize

Sri Syamal Kumar Roy, Amrit Kutir, 673, Diamond Harbour Road,
Behala, Kolkata-34

Late Satish Chandra Banerjea Memorial
Prize

Sri Atish Ranjan Banerjea, 28 B, Kalicharan Ghosh Road, Kolkata-50

Prof. Amulyadhan Mukherjee Birth
Centenary Prize

Prof. Amit Mukherjee, Uttarayan Housing Estate, Flat No.-B-8-5, 102,
B.T.Road, Kolkata-108

Dr. Syamal Kumar Chattopadhyay
Memorial fund

Pradip Kumar Chattapadhyay, 61/1, Moore Avenue, Kolkata-40

Late Punyalekha Banerjea Memorial
Prize

Sri Atish Ranjan Banerjea, 28 B, Kalicharan Ghosh Road, Kolkata-50

Kuruvila Zachariah Memorial Prize

Miss Sheila Zachariah, 167, Crookston Road, London,U.K.

Late Khagendra Pal Chaudhuri
Memorial Fund

Jyotirmoy Palchaudhuri, BC-155, Sector-1, Salt Lake, Kolkata-64;

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Fund

Sri Shyam Sundar Basak, C/O Ashok K. Basu, 32, Sri Gopal Mallick
Lane, Kolkata-12

Sir Ashutosh Mukherjee Memorial Fund

Sri Shyam Sundar Basak, C/O Ashok K. Basu, 32, Sri Gopal Mallick
Lane, Kolkata-12

Dipak Chandra Ghosh Memorial Prize

Smt. Bina Ghosh, 1/2, Hindusthan Road, Kolkata-29

Akhil Bhartiya Pragatishil Sultanpur
Samaj Fund

Dr. Mata Prasad Singh, 12, Raja Subodh Mallick Square, Kolkata- 13

Manoranjan Mitra Memorial Fund

Dr. Manindra Mitra, 14/2, Hindusthan Road, Kol.-29

Monindranath Saha Memorial Prize

Dr. Binata Roy Chowdhury, 16, Manmatha Dutta Road, Kolkata-37

pendra Nath Brahmachari Memorial
Fund

A Banerjee, Secretary, Dr. U.N. Brahmachari Memorial Trust, 19, Dr. U.N.
Brahmachari Street, kolkata-17

Ram Gopal Bhattacharyya Memorial

Endowment Fund

Purnima Bhattacharyya, P-212, J.U. Employees Housing Co-operative,
Panchasayar, Kolkata-94

Samir Kr. Ganguly Memorial fund in
Applied Economics

Smt. Shanta Ganguly, “DARPAN”", 50A, Purna Das road, Flat No.- 409,
Kolkata-29

Dr. Megnath Saha Memorial Prize

Sri Shyam Sundar Basak, C/O Ashok K. Basu, 32, Sri Gopal Mallick
Lane, Kolkata-12

Bibhuti Bhusan Sen Memorial Fund

Dr. Manindra Mitra, 14/2, Hindusthan Road, Kol.-29

Shovana Devi & Upendra Narayan
Bhattacharya Annual Award

Sri Dip Bhattacharya, Bidhan Nivas: N6 W2, 4, Bidhan Sishu Sarani,
Kolkata-54

Prof. RC. Mahalanabish Memorial Prize Fund

Statistics Deptt. Students’ Re-Union Committee, 1974

Ahibhusan Chatterjee Memorial Fund

Smt. Samprit Chatterjee, C/O- Mrs. Ipsita Gupta, Superintendent’s
Quarters, Technology Hall, 35, B.C. Road, Kolkata-19

Kamalmani Sarma Memorial Prize

Dr. Manindra Das, 11B, Port Land Park, Alipore, Kolkata-27

Samir Kr. Ganguly Memorial fund in
Physiology

Smt. Shanta Ganguly, “DARPAN", 50A, Purna Das road, Flat No.- 409,
Kolkata-29

Prof. Narendra Mohon Basu Memorial
Prize

Physiological Institute of the Deptt. Of Physiology, Presidency College,
Kolkata

Lt. Phanindra Nath Mukherjee Memo-
rial Fund

Smt. Shanta Ganguly, “DARPAN”, 50A, Purna Das road, Flat No.- 409,
Kolkata-29

Centenary Scholarship Fund-Govt.
Eden Hindu Hostel

Barun Kumar Chattopadhyay, Ex-Supdt. Govt. Eden Hindu
Hostel, 1/2 A Premchand Baral Street, Kolkata 700012;

X1
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Name of the Endowment Fund Name & Address of the Donor

Prof. Anil Kumar Bhattacharya Memo-
rial Prize

Millennium Re-Union Committee of the Statistics department of Presi-
dency College

Arnab Biswas Memorial Prize

Saraswati Misra, Ex- Librarian, Presidency College, Dawnagazi Road,
PO.- Bally, Howrah-711201;

Paramesh Chandra Bhattacharya
Memorial Prize

Dr. Pushpak Bhattacharyya, B-187, ANANTA, IIT Cam-
pus, POWAI, Mumbai-400076

Dr. Atul Ch. Biswas Memorial Fund

Dr. Anjan Biswas, 188/62, Prince Anwar Shah Road, Lake Gardens,
Kolkata-45

Shovik Banerjee Memorial Prize

Ex- Student of the Department of Geology (1996-1999) of Presidency
College

Lt. Mahadev Maity Memorial Book Prize

Sri Shyamal Kumar Maity, Govt. rental Housing Estate, 193,
Andul Road, Howrah-711109

Arijit Sengupta Memorial Prize

Miss Arati Roy, 18, Garcha 1st Lane, kolkata-19

Prof. Kartik Ch. Mukherjee Memorial
Fund

Smt. Sumita Mukherjee, 11C, dhawalgiri, Anushakti Nagar, Bom-
bay-400094

Jayanta Bijoy De Memorial Scholarship Fund

Sukla De, 1900 Oro Drive, Fremont, CA 94539, USA

Parimal Krishna Sen Memorial Prize

Mrs. Ranu Sen, 11/3, Old Ballygunge 2nd Lane, Saptrang, Flat No.-22,
Kolkata-19

Prof. Sukhamoy Chakraborty Memorial
Fund

Smt. Lalita Chakraborty- Sukhamoy Chakraborty Memorial Trust, 7,
University Marg, University Enclave, New Delhi-110007

Prof. Arun Kr. Ray Memorial Fund

Smt. Rita Ray, 37 A, Hindusthan Park, Kolkata-29

Rajsekhar Bose Memorial Fund

Sri Dipankar Basu, 72, Raj Sekhar Bose Sarani, Kolkata-25

Prof. Sukhamoy Chakraborty Memorial
Fund

Smt. Lalita Chakraborty- Sukhamoy Chakraborty Memorial Trust, 7,
University Marg, University Enclave, New Delhi-110007

Bani Bakshi Foundation Endowment

PR. Bakshi, Chairman, Bani bakshi Foundation, Happy Villa, 6, Mall
Road, Dum Dum, Kolkata-80

Dr. Syamal Kumar Chattopadhyay
Memorial fund

Pradip Kumar Chattapadhyay, 61/1, Moore Avenue, Kolkata-40

Taraprasad Mukherjee Memorial Fund

Prof. S.R Mukherjee, Centenary Prof. of Statistics, University College of
Science, 35, Ballygunge Circular Road, Kolkata-19

Aparajita Memorial Fund

Dr. D.K. Chakraborty, Aparajita Memorial Charitable Trust, E-13/1,
Karunamoyee Housing Estate, Salt Lake, Kolkata-91

Sushil Kumar Banerji Memorial Fund

Smt. Ranu Banerji & Dr. Purabi Mukherji, CA-17, Sector-I, Salt Lake,
Kolkata-64

Bholanath Das Memorial Fund

Biswanath Das, Head, Deptt. Of Statistics, Presidency College, Bholanath
Dham, 41/1 K Hazra Para Lane, PO Bali, Howrah 711201, ,

Arabinda Mukhopadhyay Memorial Fund

Dr. Purabi Mukherji & Sri Rabibrata Mukherji, CA-17, Sector-,
Salt Lake, Kolkata-64

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookherjee Gold Medal

Mrs. Arati Bhattacharji, 98-40, 64th Avenue, Apartment-8B, Rego Park,
New York- 11374, USA

Ila Mukhopadhyay Memorial Fund

Dr. Amal Kumar Mukhopadhyay, 140/20E, South Sinthee Road,
(1st Floor) Kolkata-50

Dr. Atul Ch. Biswas Memorial Fund

Dr. Anjan Biswas, 188/62, Prince Anwar Shah Road, Lake Gardens,
Kolkata-45
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Editorial

Dear Presidencians,

Another year has gone by and it is time to
welcome all of you to the Founders’ Day meet,
though unfortunately the times are such that
the meet will be held online. Nevertheless, the
Editorial Board extends warm wishes to all of
you and presents you with the Autumn Annual,
2022 though, during the year, we could meet
only virtually and had to do all the editorial
work at long distance.

We had christened 2020 as 'annus horribilis’
but it seems that the horrors refuse to abate.
The pandemic in 2020 swept through the
world, infecting 84 million people and killing
1.8 million and, by the end of 2021, the
figures leapt up to 288 million and 5.5 million
respectively. After the Delta wave, the Omicron
variant appears to hold the world in its grip
and we seem to be in serious danger of running
out of Greek alphabets. India certainly has
not been spared the backlash. Our own tally,
which stood at an infection level of 1 crore and
a death toll of nearly 1.5 lakhs by the end of
2020, has jumped more than three-fold during
2021. However, experts tell us that case fatality
rates are comparatively low in India, a number
of vaccines have been rolled out, vaccination
coverage has been reasonable and booster
doses are around the corner. So the situation
may not be as black as it looks.

During 2021, the world mourned the loss of
many celebrities to Covid19 or Covid-related
complications - probably the biggest names
amongst them being Prince Philip, the Duke
of Edinburgh and Colin Powell, former US
Secretary of State. At the National level, we lost
thespians Dilip Kumar and Surekha Sikri, khyal
maestro Pandit Rajan Mishra, the ‘Flying Sikh’
Milkha Singh, eco-activist Sunderlal Bahuguna
and journalist Vinod Dua among others.

Bengal’s losses included tabla maestro Pandit
Subhankar Banerjee, thespian Swatilekha
Sengupta and, of course, the giant literateur
Shankha Ghosh. Our Presidency family’s losses,
apart from Shankhada, included our former
Vice President Alak Banerjee, Mr Justice Manoj
Kumar Mukherjee, Dr Subir Dutta, Professor
Swapan Kumar Chakravorty,Professor
Dwijendra Narayan Jha, Professor Sujit Kumar
Ghosh, Art historian and author Rajasri
Mukhopadhyay, Kokila Bhadra, Arun Charan
Mukherjee, Arindam Sarkar, Lakshmi Nandan
Bora, journalist Anjan Bandyopadhyay and, at
the very end of the year, author and journalist
Jhimly Mukherjee Pandey. We apologise
sincerely if any name has been left out.

Even apart from the pandemic, the earth was lashed
by severe natural calamities which included extreme
heatwave conditions and forest fires, volcanic
eruptions, earthquakes , tropical storms and
floods, apart from violent upheavals and
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humanitarian crises in many regions. The
World Economic Forum assessed 7,348 extreme
events in the past 20 years with an associated
human life loss of 1.23 million and an average
economic loss exceeding $200 billion. It has
also been assessed that such losses are steadily
increasing over time. In India also, we faced
Assam earthquakes, three major cyclonic
storms, severe floods and major disturbances
in many parts of the country.

Despite all the negative connotations on the past
year, all was not dark. Human imprint on the
wilderness was low and this had an immediate
impact on the ecosystem. Scientists discovered
more than 700 new species including a new
whale,an orange bat, an acrobatic skunk, a pair
of tiny owls and a ‘kukri’ snake from the sub-
Himalayan region of India. New facts became
known on human evolution and fossilized
footprints were detected in different parts of
the world. Something that might have escaped
our notice was that the NFHS data for the first
time showed that sex ratio at birth (girls/ boys)
for the first time exceeded 1 in India, though
the same ratio at age 5 was still below 1. Are
we catching up on bridging the gender divide?
On the technical front also, the remarkable
achievement of our engineers in building
the world’s highest all-weather road over the
Umling La pass (19024 ft) in Ladakh followed
the completion of the 9.02 km long Atal Tunnel
at the end of 2020 and these feats have to be
lauded. On the sports field, the world limped
back towards normalcy, with the postponed
Tokyo Olympics held without major mishaps.
For India, with one gold, two silver and four
bronze medals, this was the best performance
ever! For cricket buffs like me, it was notable
that we started the year with a remarkable win
at Gabba and ended with another at Centurion
Park, two of the paciest grounds in the world,
though, in between, we missed winning the
World Test Championship narrowly!

Presidency and Presidencians were also in the
news during the year. The Founders’ Day was

observed virtually for the first time on January
20, 2021. Distinguished alumnus Professor
Partha Chatterjee delivered the Founders” Day
address. In the current year, eminent scientist
Professor Ashoke Sen delivered the Founders’
Day address online. Both of them were
awarded the Atul Chandra Gupta Distinguished
Alumnus Award by our alumni association. We
continued our support of the College street
boipara and arranged a vaccination drive for
them. After the cyclone Yash, we distributed
clothing and essentials for cyclone-affected
children of Kumirmari and adjoining villages
of the Sunderbans with the support of the NGO
NEWS. Of our other distinguished alumni,
Professor Sukanta Chaudhuri and Professor
Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak have both been
elected Members of the British Academy this year.
Desh Bhakti Divas was observed on July 28, 2021
by the Government of Assam to commemorate
the death anniversary of patriot ‘Desh Bhakta’
Tarun Ram Phukan (1877-1939), who was an
alumnus of our college. IIT, Kanpur introduced
the Professor R.N. Biswas Chair in Teaching
Excellence and Professor Biswas was also an
alumnus of our own institution.

Our very own Amartya Sen was awarded
the Princess of Asturias Award in the
social sciences category, one of Spain’s top
academic awards. Professor Bratya Basu,
our alumnus and Education Minister of the
State Government, was awarded the Sahitya
Akademi award (2021) for his book ‘Mirjafar
o Onyanya Natak’ towards the end of the year.
Last, but not the least, the State Government set
up the Satyendranath Tagore Centre for Civil
Services Study and executed an MOU with the
Alumni Association for providing academic support
in coaching civil service aspirants. Our alumnus
Jawhar Sircar, IAS (Retired) and Member of the
Rajya Sabha attended the inaugural function
and delivered a lecture on the role of the civil
services.

The Editorial Board of the association has
decided to print the abovementioned lectures



delivered by Professor Partha Chatterjee and
Shri Jawhar Sircar in the current issue of the
Autumn Annual. In addition, homages have
been paid to our departed alumnus Shankha
Ghosh (by Sabyasachi Deb and Manjubhash
Mitra), Uttara Chakraborty (by Benjamin
Zachariah) and Alak Banerjee,Sr ( by Basabi
Bandyopadhyay). Other contributors include
Professor Subhas Ranjan Chakrabarti, Professor
Rudrangshu Mukherjee,Professor Anup Sinha,
Professor Biswarup Mukhopadhyay, Soumyen
Sikdar, Srinjoy = Chowdhury, Yasodhara
Roychoudhury, = Sanhita =~ Mukhopadhyay,
Saurabh Sarangi, Sisir Chakrabarti, Ranita

—2021 -2022_

Chattopadhyay, Joyjit Lahiri, Syed Tanveer
Nasrin, Pranab Sankar Mukhopadhyay and
Sukriti Lahori.

I trust that this bouquet of many-hued
contributions will have something to interest
everyone. Despite the care being taken by all
my colleagues, I realise that there are still some
errors for which I have to take the responsibility.
As I close, I send my warm wishes to all of
you and your families, hoping that 2022 will
gradually bring back the world we knew and
loved!

Prasad Ranjan Roy
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Silence

Anup Sinha

to make one of the hardest decisions of

my life. I was to go to college but what
would I like to study? Having grown up in
a dusty and chaotic part of North Calcutta
and coming from the much clichéd ‘humble
middle class” background I had realized that
the two exhaustive sources of human misery
were health problems and economic woes. In
many cases the two were intertwined as I had
witnessed in my own family. This meant either
studying medicine or economics, if I were to be
idealistic and make a strong claim of aspiring
to help suffering humanity. There was a
deeper existential question too hovering in the
background: should I try and pursue a subject
that I liked intrinsically, maybe creative writing
or history of art?

It was in the summer of ‘69 that I had

I quickly realized that one major implication
of my ‘humble middle class” background and
being the only male child of my parents, was
the need to earn a decent living as quickly as
possible to support the family. My parents
never made any such demands on me, leaving
me to my own decisions and devices, but I was
grown up enough to appreciate the urgency of
the need for income. Hence, my urge to pursue
something I liked intrinsically was quickly
abandoned. It would have tobe a choicebetween
medicine and economics. My elder sister was
already in her fourth year of studying medicine
and she was much cleverer at studies than I
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was. I saw her learning by heart page after page
from textbooks that weighed a ton. I also learnt
that as a doctor I would be oath-bound to visit
a patient, if required, even in the middle of a
wintry night. Both these conditions: learning
by heart and getting out from a warm bed in
the middle of the night, were unacceptable to
me.

However, as a good risk-averse (I learnt this
term a couple of years later) individual I applied
for medicine (there were no admission tests for
medical colleges in those ancient times) and
took the admission test at Presidency College
for Economics Honours. I had a very rough
idea what economics was about, and was
emboldened to take the test when I learnt that
the admission test questions would evaluate
my writing skills and mathematical ability. I
remember I wrote a very intense essay on the
Beggars of Calcutta, and was able to crack
two and a half maths problems out of seven
we were supposed to do. It was a disaster.
However, I was surprised and delighted when
I found that my name appeared in both the
lists: for Calcutta Medical College, as well as, in
the first list for Economics at Presidency. Now
I had a real choice problem. I chose Economics
because I think my laziness prevailed over
the idea of a hard life as a doctor. My parents
were disappointed because they thought that
medicine was a nobler profession and that
my sister would be a good tutor (a positive
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‘externality”: again another term I learnt a
couple of years later) and I could inherit
her expensive textbooks and notes without
incurring costs. The patriarch of our family, a
grand-uncle who was himself a well-known
doctor, announced with a hint of dismay - and
condescension - why a reasonably bright kid
like me had decided to study commerce!

Anyway, I studied Economics while surviving
the tumultuous period of unrest in Presidency
(1969-72).1 undertook a number of private
tuitions, tutoring school children, which
allowed me to buy books as well as contribute
something to the family kitty. I learnt more life
lessons in the Coffee House and the College
Canteen than I did in my infrequent visits
to classrooms. Though we had a really star-
studded faculty (a realization that dawned
much later) in the Economics Department
many of their lectures went beyond my ken. I
learnt one thing though: question everything
and delve into issues as deep as I could. I
also realized the breadth of their knowledge
went much beyond economics. It was simply
stunning. In my post-graduate years at Calcutta
University I understood most of the things said
in class fairly well because many of the topics
were already familiar from the patchy learning
of my undergraduate days. It was clear, my
career path was chosen. I would be an academic
and try to be like my teachers.

This of course meant that a doctoral degree
would be required and the common practice
of those times was, at least for students of
economics, to go abroad: specifically to USA
and with a probability of 0.9 to the University
of Rochester, New York. This university was
often referred to as (in both places) the doctoral
department of the University of Calcutta
Department of Economics. In due course I took
out a life insurance policy, used it as collateral to
borrow for my air ticket, and landed in upstate
New York in the US of A.

In the USA I learnt more life lessons than I
learnt formal economics. A perception began

to sharpen in my mind that there were many
kinds of economics, and the economics that was
taught with great zeal in US schools was quite
narrow. I certainly could not see how those
theories could be used to reduce economic
misery. One lesson, repeated many times in
many forms, was the analogy of all boats rising
with the tide: meaning, if economic growth
occurred, everybody would benefit. What
was not discussed at all was that the small
boat would remain small, and the large ocean
liner would remain titanic. I am reminded of a
pithy remark made in the opening lines of one
of Amartya Sen’s books: it was about the way
mothers in affluent Western countries urged
their children not to waste food, by pointing
to the fact that children in India starved from
lack of food. Sen’s remarkable observation was:
he failed to see why someone should be urged
to eat more because somebody else was having
less food!

My growing scepticism refused to go away. Yet
I was now too deep in academic waters to have
the courage to start afresh. I decided I would
teach but like my teachers at Presidency had
done, urge students to raise new questions
that were socially more probing, and take
nothing for granted. I came back to India after
my doctoral work was over. Four decades
disappeared fast. I was lucky to have some
super-bright students and colleagues at
Presidency College as well as at the Indian
Institute of Management Calcutta where I
moved to in 1991. I was reasonably successful
as a teacher and I am still happy about that.
However, the scepticism did not leave me and
has turned into a nagging question now that I
have retired from academics: if I had another
chance to be 18 with my same background and
results, would I have studied economics or
would I have chosen some other subject? I am
not sure I would have chosen economics. I have
also recognized that studying medicine would
not have helped me cure the world’s health
problems and associated sufferings.



Mainstream economics has changed since the
days I was an undergraduate student, but the
essentials have remained the same: individuals
are self-centred rational individuals, and
their actions are always optimal under given
constraints of means and preferences. Firms
maximized profits and in the process always did
well for society. Labour markets functioned like
any other market and anyone who wished to
work always found a job. Continuous economic
growth lay at the root of all social prosperity
and the consequent good life. Poverty was
an aberration that usually was triggered by
laziness, myopia (in not saving enough) or by
some faulty government action, usually the
policies that tried to actively help the poor
through welfare schemes. Markets worked
like magic in allocating scarce resources in the
most efficient manner. Any absurd degree of
inequality was tolerable as long as those at the
bottom of the pyramid did not die of starvation
to create embarrassments for market-friendly
economists.

And then close the text-book, or the journal, and
you find a reality that is completely different:
the rich and poor, the ignorant and the well-
educated, the helpless and the powerful,
the street dwellers and those who reside in
mansions: the two different worlds that make
up almost all the societies of the contemporary
world. Economics as a branch of knowledge
(possibly like all other branches) is controlled
and heavily influenced by a powerful lobby of
academics who teach in the most well-known
universities of the world and sit on the editorial
boards of the most reputed professional
journals. Arecent book written by Earle, Moran
and Ward-Perkins, titled “The Econocracy :
On the Perils of Leaving Economics to the
Experts”, published by Penguin in 2017 explains
how the academic elite controls research. Little
wonder then that during the last 50 years
other non-mainstream economics discourses
have been pushed to the margins of the
discipline.

17
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It would not be too far-fetched to say that
economics has done little to affect the lives of
ordinary people, predict economic calamities,
or design appropriate policies to mitigate future
risks. Economists had not been able to predict
the Great Depression, the oil crisis of the early
seventies, the collapse of the Bretton Woods
arrangement of the dollar exchange standard,
the dissent on globalization, the Asian Crisis
of the late 1990s, and more recently, the Great
Recession of 2008-09.

With more computational capabilities, research
in economics has turned entirely empirical
where sophisticated econometric and statistical
tools are used to test more and more inane
hypotheses. The tools are the message, not
the results. It's a game that has moved from
showing precisely nothing through complicated
mathematics to demonstrating nothing
precisely through the odds of estimated results.
Using the same set of data two researchers
could come up with diametrically opposite
results using the same tools, suitably tweaked,
to differentiate their research output for journal
referees to consider for publication!

This is not to deny that there are intellectual
pleasures of pursuing economics. If one is
not interested in what relevance the pursuit
has on social change and betterment, then
it is like solving puzzles. The formal logical
structure is indeed fascinating. Economics has
been narrowed to a single unified theoretical
framework that is supposed to provide unique
insights into the economy. For politicians and
policy-makers, economics provides the allure
of transforming complex and challenging
problems into distinctive solutions with one
correct answer. However, to maintain this
dominance, mainstream economics must
constantly keep at bay alternative perspectives
of analysing social and economic problems.
In doing so, it stifles the discipline’s claims to
scientific truth.

If T have become so unconvinced about the
usefulness of economics, have I transferred my
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faith to any other branch of social sciences that
I have been exposed to, even those peripherally
related to economics? I am not quite sure.
May be the only subject that I just might have
pursued would be anthropology and done a
number of field studies based on ethnography.
Somewhere around a decade ago I had the
opportunity of making extensive visits to some
of the most remote areas of India to a study the
lives and livelihoods of the rural poor. This was
a great eye-opener for me. In the normal course
of events, as a well-to-do tourist, I would have
never visited the sites where I stayed to learn
about local concerns and problems. It was quite
far away from my world of academia and, of
course, my own social circle of friends and
acquaintances.

At the end of my innings, I think it would
have been wonderful if I had had the courage
to become the quintessential tramp, rolling
from place to place, seeing and absorbing life
with no great agenda to solve the world’s big
problems. May be such persons write brilliant
poetry or compose wonderful music or draw
outstanding pictures: people with dripping
creative juices and accumulated knowledge. I
am neither creative nor knowledgeable. I also
think neither creativity nor knowledge, by
themselves, can solve the world’s miseries. They
merely dull the pain. It is time to become silent.
I accept the world as it is, with all its deep scars
and festering sores. However, silence, to me,
is not golden with wisdom; it is heavily laden
with a frightening helplessness.

et GOPS——to——
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Centenary, Bicentenary and
The King of the Dark Chamber

Soumyen Sikdar

of analytical philosophy and one of the

most influential thinkers of the modern
era. The year 1921 is of great significance in
the development of his thinking (and hence
that of philosophical thought in the twentieth
century) as Tractatus Logico Philosophicus,
the only book length work published during
his lifetime, came out in that year.

l udwig Wittgensten of Austriais the father

Fyodor Dostoevsky, one of the great writers
of the world, was born in 1821.He was deeply
admired by Wittgenstein. It was also in 1921
that Wittgenstein first read The King of the
Dark Chamber. It touched the chord of some
of his deeply held beliefs and Tagore became
an important figure for him. But his attitude to
the play was not that of complete admiration.
He loved the idea, but not the treatment. More
on this later.

Thus, in the sphere of global culture 2021
has some deeper connection with 1921 and
1821 than is revealed by the simple coincidence
of numbers. It threads together a great
philosopher, a great novelist and a great poet.
(It helps to keep in mind that Rabindranath was
enormously popular in Germany and Austria
of Wittgenstein’s time)

Encompassing much more than analytical
philosophy or mathematical logic in the
broad sweep of his interests, Wittgenstein
was deeply interested in ethics and aesthetics,
inseparable twins in his lifelong quest for a
good (and happy) life. From very early years

27

he was an avid reader of poetry, novels and
drama, looking for fresh insights into the big
questions that haunted him incessantly in his
waking hours and dreams. Without actively
belonging to any religion, he was in a real sense
a profoundly religious man with elements of
mysticism firmly embedded in his psyche. It
is not surprising that Tagore’s symbolic drama
made a lasting impression on him.

Tractatus was published originally in
German. It was subsequently translated into
English by F. P. Ramsey, aged 19, a second year
undergraduate in Trinity College, Cambridge
in the face G.E. Moore’s scepticism that the
book can be translated at all. Bertrand Russell
wrote an introduction at the insistence of the
publisher who believed (rightly) that otherwise
it would not sell. But Wittgenstein was not at all
happy with the introduction.

In March 1916 Wittgenstein’s long-expressed
wish to be part of the war effort was fulfilled
when he was assigned to an artillery regiment
of the Austrian Seventh Army operating near
the Romanian border. He took with him what
was absolutely essential and this included
a copy of Dostoyevsky’s greatest novel, The
Brothers Karamazov. Among other works of
the novelist The Idiot also was his favourite, but
The Brothers was the book for which he had the
deepest admiration and to which he returned
most often.

After the Russian war effort collapsed in 1917
with the fall of the Kerensky government
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Wittgenstein had a relatively quiet period of
about six months of non combatant service.
It is at this time that he began arranging his
philosophical thoughts in the form that finally
became the Tractatus. His diary reveals that he
was frequently dipping into The Brothers and
Tolstoy’s Gospels to draw sustenance in these
years of intense physical and mental stress.

Wittgenstein was fascinated by the figure of
Father Zossima of the novel who appeared
repeatedly in his conversations and diary
entries. Many of his friends said that they
found a striking similarity between Ludwig
and Alyosha Karamazov of The Brothers
and Prince Myshkin, the central figure of The
Idiot”-a picture of stirring loneliness at the
first glance.” "One diary entry of 1916 reads:
Dostoevsky is right when he says that the
man who is happy is fulfilling the purpose
of existence. This was inspired by the section
of the book where Father Zossima says,”For
people are created for happiness and he who
is completely happy can at once be deemed
worthy of saying to himself- I have fulfilled
God’s commandment on this earth.”This is just
one example. Many more can be given to show
the influence of the novel on his thoughts and
beliefs.

In Prince Myshkin of The Idiot Dostoevsky
had attempted the difficult task of creating a
hero who will be positively good and pure (and
interesting at the same time) in a world that is
basically impure and driven by base motives.
The troubled journey of the Prince through
such a world is depicted with great skill and
controlled passion. No wonder Wittgenstein
was drawn strongly to the characters that the
Russian novelist had created so memorably,
because he shared their involvement in ethical
dilemmas, crises of faith and search for ethical
foundations of behaviour.

The King of the Dark Chamber was the
English translation of Rabindranath’s play Raja.
Wittgenstein first read a German translation in
1921, when Tagore was at the pinnacle of his
popularity in Germany and Austria. As an
allegory of religious awakening it echoes many
of his own thoughts on the subject. But the first

reading failed to make a deep impression on
him. To a friend he wrote:

“It seems to me as if all that wisdom has
come out of the ice box....... Perhaps I don't
understand his tone; to me it does not ring like
the tone of a man possessed by the truth...... It
is possible, however, that the translation here
leaves a chasm which I cannot bridge. I read
with interest throughout, but without being
gripped. That does not seem to be a good sign.
For this is a subject that could have gripped me-
or have I become so deadened that nothing will
touch me any longer? A possibility, no doubt.

Again, I donot feel for a single moment that here
is a drama taking place. I merely understand
the allegory in an abstract way.”

A few months after this he wrote to another
friend that he had been re-reading Tagore and
“this time with much more pleasure. There is
indeed something grand here.” According to
his biographer Ray Monk, The King became one
of his favourite books which he frequently gave
or lent to friends. Renewal of interest led him to
attempt a new translation in collaboration with
a friend. A typed copy of their translation of Act
II survives, interestingly headed:

THE KING OF THE DARK CHAMBER: by
Rabindranath Tagor (sic) translated from the
English of Rabindranath Tagor into English
used by L. Wittgenstein and Yorick Smythies,
by L.Wittgenstein and Yorick Smythies.

In the passages translated the play comes close
to expressing Wittgenstein’s religious ideal
as revealed in his lectures on religious belief.
Like Surangama he did not wish to see God or
find reasons for His existence. He felt that if he
could overcome himself, then God would come
to him and he would be saved. Tagore would
have agreed completely, we feel.

Thus, a novel and a play from two entirely
different cultures had very important roles
(though not equal in importance) in stirring the
head and heart of a great intellectual-mystic
of the modern era. This, added to the fact that
a major work of the philosopher appeared in
1921, invests the years 1821 and 1921 with some
special splendour in our view.
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The Problem with the Civil Services

Jawhar Sircar

company to join the IAS and while many

of my colleagues there retired with tens of
crores of rupees, some in hundreds as well, my
savings and investments at the end of almost 42
years are too embarrassingly small to mention.
Be that as it may, the experience that I picked
up is worth millions, as is the feeling, however
misplaced, that one has served the nation — in
spite of odds. The India of today is, however,
dramatically different from what it was four
decades ago and it feels good to think that
we have contributed to many of the changes.
A large number of people do not, however,
subscribe to any upbeat feelings and many
sincerely believe that the bureaucracy as a
whole has certainly not moved with the times.
A big section fumes with uncontrollable rage at
the slothy, negative and corrupt behomoth and
they are within their rights to demand drastic
reforms — without any loss of time. Numerous
are the international reports that castigate
Indian officialdom as the most insurmountable
impediment to any change.

Some 46 years ago, I left a blue chip

But reform what? The entire system? Or the
IAS? Well, the central bureaucracy has some
33 lakhs employees, where the IAS numbers
less than 500 — which comes to just 0.015
percent. All states put together employ 2
crores and IAS officers count around 5000,
which is too tiny to count. Yes, they do occupy
many senior posts and these stark figures are
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only to clarify to many who equate the whole
bureaucracy with the IAS. Similarly, the top
central services constitute too tiny a number in
the ocean of officialdom. Who will bring in the
change? Let’s face it: if the most dramatically
hyperactive prime minister in Indian history
could make nothing more than a few scratches
on the surface of the huge bureaucracy in almost
seven years, God alone knows who can turn it
around? And accusing the IAS, the IPS or the
central services for the ills of the entire system
that they largely inherited may give vent to
built-up steam, but is, frankly, like blaming
the driver for whatever is wrong with the car.
There is, of course, a counter point that this
driver is also a qualified mechanic and, several
who reach the top do play a considerable role in
automobile engineering or crafting the system.
One cannot thus evade total responsibility.

It is a different matter altogether that the
political class has taken over all major policy-
making responsibilities. Even after so many
committees and commissions, senior-most
officers have not succeeded in convincing their
rulers to de-weed the system or introduce
structural changes. The takeover by the
political class started with Indira Gandhi and
whatever little autonomy still existed was
stamped out vigorously by Narendra Modi. No
doubt about that. Why don't the officers revolt?
They do — not revolt, but some surely differ,
at least till recently. The terrible fate of those



officers in Gujarat who differed with the Chief
Minister or stood up to him are, of course, fresh
in the minds of all. Also fresh is the sight of the
disproportionate amount of goodies heaped
on those who agreed with boss and did even
more. The ‘beheading’ of several top secretaries
at the top strata in the central government is
recent memory most would, therefore, like
to be as “proper” as possible. A few, of course,
fantasise of the good times that were showered
on those who destroyed constitutional bodies
to grovel. But before branding the whole lot
of officers as spineless, we may like to look
around to see which corporate or media house
or merchant’s outfit rewards those who differ.
Public services were, of course, better but the
degree of difference has come down a lot — at
least where the cherries are concerned.

Many of our generation who took to ‘reforms’at
our level and insisted on digital correspondence
more than a decade ago enthused practically
no one. As Culture Secretary, one was gently
advised that the quick decisions one took over
email did not really count unless they were
“reduced to writing” in bulky files and “duly
authenticated”, ie, signed. Many babus were
also concerned at the “lack of secrecy” over
mails, until I explained that if the Indian state
could surely not be threatened by an exchange
of emails on where to hold the next folk dance
festival. The nay-sayers were bullied into
submission, but in the next posting (as head of
the publicbroadcaster), one has on record anote
from an officer of the rank of Director General
refusing to go digital on the ground that the
Rules did not provide for this banal option
— at least not then. Officials were obviously
more accustomed to waiting for long periods
for bulky files with familiar bureaucratic notes
from Section Officers to climb several layers
up, over many days, with those above this wise
man just adding their signatures on it. These
files took (and still take) equally long periods to
travel down, past so many autograph-adding
strata. This is a small example of how the
system simply refuses to change habits — but if
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the order came from someone dreadful (like the
PM), officials would sing choruses and change
somewhat. They would, of course, snicker at
his folly, during their longish tiffin breaks.

One often wonders what on earth happens to
those bright, highly-qualified thousand-odd
young men and women who emerge successful
each year in the civil services examination —
out of the 11 lakhs who apply and 5.5 lakhs who
actually appear at the test. This small number
(it went down to 750 recently) represents one
the toughest tests in the world and the profiles
of many are, indeed, what any multinational
corporation would lap up for many, many times
the salary that the Indian nation offers. These
few undergo a fairly long, rigorous multi-
faceted training that has largely adapted with
the times. It converts a heterogeneous mass
from impossibly diverse backgrounds and
disciplines into a more determined ‘mission
team’, but this is the story of only the higher
services. We overlook the fact that the large
three-fourths or more of the pyramid below
this level — the cutting edge of the clerk, the
constable and village official — remains pretty
much the same as it was ages ago. True, some
sort of a training is sought to be meted out,
often too late in the day, but the denizens of
these really powerful layers pick up survivors’s
guidelines and tricks of the trade from wizened
seniors. The upper bureaucracy simply cannot
deny that it has hardly succeeded in instilling
its sense of mission into these levels — that
really interface with our citizenry the most.
And, it must, therefore, share the blame for
this largely incorrigible lot. It is not as if this
army of babus and sipahis is all that bad —
it has, as we all know, the good, the bad and
the ugly. The last two remain embedded in
public imagination. Some clerks or constables
revel in showing off their power (which is far
disproportionate to their rank and pay); some
create problems as they are obsessed with rules
and their rigid interpretation, while a sizeable
number uses whatever is available to extort
whatever is possible from people.
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So dependent is the upper strata of the
bureaucracy on this ‘army’ that it can hardly
reform or punish it. Even the stubborn few
who are fired by zeal ultimately concede to the
persuasion of the middle layers that deal with
them, day and night. And when the corrupt
section of the upper strata makes hay while the
sun shines, it naturally works hand in glove
with those whose depredations are proverbial.
When one hears of very young IAS officers
hell bent on making money from day one, one
hangs one’s head in shame. Every time a crisis
happens or a scandal breaks out, there is a
witch-hunt that can hardly succeed in ferreting
rats out of holes, but it ends up by further

tightening rules or procedures. This actually
facilitates the corrupt to extort even more. The
procedure to punish is so, so complicated and
time consuming that one thinks twice before
initiating action. One is still suffering in courts
many years after retirement (and paying from
one’s pension) to defend for bona fide actions
taken against despicable officers years ago.
Naturally, the wiser decide not to take action.
Dealing with corruption and stronger punitive
action are crying for attention, but who will bell
the cat?

A talk by Jawhar Sircar
transcribed by Dipayan Pal
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Reason and Rammohun Roy

Rudrangshu Mukherjee

ny discussion on this theme must begin
Awith Rammohun Roy’s first published

work Tuhfat ul Muwahhidin written in
1804 in Persian with a short introduction in
Arabic. Imbued with the spirit of a particular
kind of rationalism, this small book is also the
first definite landmark of his career — before
that, much of his life is unknown or a matter of
speculation including the year of his birth.

Since so little is known of Rammohun’s early
life, we do not know what prompted him to
write this erudite tract and at that particular
time. When the Tuhfat was first translated into
English in 1883, the translator Obaidullah
El Obaide rendered the title as ""The Gift to
Deists” — later the title was changed to A Gift
to Monotheists”.

Rammohun argued that he had travelled far and
wide and had discovered that people generally
believed in the existence of one Supreme Being
who was the source and governor of the world.
Rammohun added that from this by induction
he had arrived at the conclusion that belief in
One Eternal Being was a natural tendency in
human beings and common to all members
of humanity. Distinction between what was
natural and what was acquired through custom
--- miracles, prophecies, rituals etc were all
outcomes of custom and priestcraft — and these
were all false. What was true was the belief
in one supreme creator. Rammohun came to
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the startling conclusion that *‘falsehood was
common to all religions.” He added that these
customary practices within religions were not
only based on falsehood but they had also
caused divisions and animosities between
members of different faiths.

It would appear from a reading of the text
that Rammohun was arguing like a deist in
the western theological tradition i.e. the belief
that having created the world by design, the
Creator dropped out of the process — natural
laws are thus immutable, determined forever
and comprehensible through the exercise of
human reason. But Rammohun in 1804 was
not familiar with western deism and he was
not that fluent and conversant in English to
read the relevant texts. So where did he derive
these ideas? Probably from within Islamic
philosophy, theology and logic though specific
influences are difficult to identify. The historian
Chris Bayly has suggested that the monotheism
and rationalism of Tuhfat was inspired by
a strand of north Indian thinking and was
similar to the ideas of Sheikh Abdul Rahman
Chisti (1600-80) who was a rationalist and an
eclectic thinker. There existed in north India
in the first two decades of 19" century a world
of scholarship that was still untouched by
Anglophone education — Rammohun was part
of this intellectual world and was formidably
learned in Arabic and Persian. When he came
to live in Calcutta, Islamic scholars and qazis of
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the city described him as a " “zebardust maulavi”.
Over and above this, he was well versed in
Sanskrit and Bengali.

It is worth noting that except for the Tuhfat,
nothing of Rammohun’s writings in Persian
survive. In other words, they were not
preserved. Not a single copy of his newspaper
Mirat-ul-akhbar exists anywhere. This is a
mystery. The Tuhfat escaped this oblivion
possibly only because when he wrote it in 1804,
Rammohun considered it important enough
to be printed. In its concluding paragraph he
wrote, “In order to avoid any future change in
this book by copyists, I have got these few pages
printed just after composition”. The mystery is
deepened because according to Kissory Chand
Mitter (a very early biographer of Rammohun),
before departing for England, Rammohun left
instructions that the Tuhfat not be translated in
his lifetime.

Recent research is suggesting that, in the first
two decades after the appearance of the Tuhfat,
there existed in Calcutta certainly, but perhaps
elsewhere too, a discursive space and a cultural
ambience that nurtured intellectual discussion
and debate among scholars who were not
products of colonial education. Rammohun’s
Persian writings were part of this space and
ambience. In the 1820s, by when he had become
famous, this Persianate world was, certainly
in Calcutta, on the verge of vanishing. This
could have been one factor that influenced
Rammohun’s reluctance to publicise his Persian
writings and scholarship in the 1820s.

In the next phase of Rammohun’s life in
Calcutta, he emerges as a champion of western
learning by which he meant teaching of
mathematics, natural philosophy, chemistry,
anatomy and other useful sciences. In a letter to
an English friend, he expressed his eagerness to
go and study in an English university. Equally
importantly, he was grounding his polemics
against orthodox Hindu pundits on reasoned
arguments — he was also emphasizing how to
argue. For example, using the emergent print

54

culture he began citing page and line numbers
when referring to his opponents’ arguments
and he urged his opponents to do the same
for his own arguments. Arguments had to be
based on verifiable evidence. Also noticeable is
that Rammohun no longer proceeds on mere
induction. He begins from a premise and then
proceeds to demonstrate consistencies and
inconsistencies. For example, in his polemics
with Mritunjay Vidyalankar, a renowned
pundit of Fort William College, on the subject
of idol worship, Rammohun pointed out that
representations of iswara through material
objects (idols) were subject to, like all material
objects, creation, erosion and destruction. How
could iswara who is infinite, without beginning
or end and untouched by erosion be represented
by material objects? This Rammohun insisted
was a logical contradiction. Similarly, in his
second tract on sati, Rammohun used logic
to highlight the logical inconsistencies of
opponents’ arguments. Responding to the
arguments of Hindu orthodox elements
that women are generally inferior to men,
Rammohun wrote, "As to their inferiority in
point of understanding, when did you ever
afford them a fair opportunity of exhibiting
their natural capacity? How then can you
accuse them of want of understanding? If after
instruction in knowledge and wisdom, a person
cannot comprehend or retain what has been
taught him, we may consider him deficient; but
as you keep women generally void of education
and acquirements, you cannot, therefore, in
justice pronounce on their inferiority.”

At the very end of the second tract on sati from
which the above quotation is taken, Rammohun
wrote: "What Ilament is that, seeing the women
thus dependent and exposed to every misery,
you feel for them no compassion, that might
exempt them from being tied down and burnt
to death.” The historian Ranajit Guha drew
attention to this passage. Here Rammohun is
clearly moving away from the rigours of logic
to feelings — to daya or compassion. Guha went
on to draw out some important implications of



this shift. According to Guha, Rammohun did
not want a subject as important as sati confined
to a debate between pundits over interpretation
of scriptures. He wanted a wider public debate
so he opened up the discussion to common
sense, to feelings and sentiments. Reason alone
could not decide what was cruel and inhuman
— morality had also to be based on common
sense and the feelings of people.

By way of summing up, I would like to draw
attention to Rammohun’s multi-faceted use of
the tools of reasoning. There are a few features
that stand out: (a) he was steadfast in his belief
in a supreme creator who had created a world
with a design — he did not conflate rationality
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with atheism (b) he was relentless in his attacks
on orthodoxy, idolatry, superstition and so
on (c) he based these attacks on reasoned
arguments; (d) he believed that issues like sati
should be publicly debated and discussed.
These points make me circle back to the Tuhfat
— where towards the end he quoted a couplet
from Hafiz: “'be not be after doing injury to any
being but do whatever you please. For in our
way there is no sin except injuring others”. In
his emphasis on non-cruelty, in his attacks on
all forms of bigotry, and in his attempt to open a
space for public discourse Rammohun remains
our contemporary.
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Paris Commune after 150 years:
Erasure versus Remembrance

Subhas Ranjan Chakraborty

arvellously pale in the sun’s
Love-provoking light
The bronze barrels of machine-guns

Across Paris in revolt.

Arthur Rimbaud, The hands of Jeanne-Marie
The corpse lies on the ground, the idea still stands.
Victor Hugo, after the massacre of the ‘Bloody Week’

No other event, says Francois Furet, in the
modern history of France, indeed in its entire
history, has attracted as much attention as
the Paris Commune of 1871 with its short
existence of seventy three days. The Commune
remains firm in the national memory of France
as the last civil war, and possibly, as the last
revolution of Paris. He considers the rising
of the Commune to be the most ‘spectacular
revolutionary insurrection” of Paris, while at
the same time representing the ‘funeral festival
of the Paris of the Misérables.” The ferocity with
which the Commune was suppressed has to
be understood in the dialectical context of the
dream the Commune represented for a new
order and the fear it aroused in the minds of the
ruling classes. The memory of the Commune in
its afterlife also oscillated between inspiration
for the socialist left and fear on the part of the
ruling classes.

The defeat of France to Prussia in the battle of
Sedan in September, 1870 led quickly to the
end of the Second Empire. On September 4, the
republican members of the Corps Legislatif, led
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by Jules Favre and Leon Gambetta, proclaimed a
republic and formed a ‘Government of National
Defence’. On September 16, the Prussian forces
began the siege of Paris and bombarded the
southern parts of the city killing at least 100.
The Government decided to continue the war,
but the surrender of Marshal Bazaine with
170,000 men at Metz turned the tide hopelessly
against France.

The provisional government accepted defeat
and concluded an armistice on January 28, 1871.
Anew National Assembly, elected on February
8, returned a royalist majority. The deputies met
at Bordeaux and elected moderate Thiers as the
chief executive of the Third Republic. Thiers
and Favre met Bismarck on February 19 and
agreed to transfer Alsace and Lorraine and to
pay a huge indemnity. The National Assembly
endorsed the terms.

Paris had been seething with anger for a long
time. There was an attempted insurrection by
the Blanquists on October 30, 1870 indicating
the temper of Paris. People had suffered
tremendously during the four month siege,
accompanied by a very hard winter and acute
food shortage. What added insult to injury was
the victory march of the Prussian soldiers in
Paris on March 3. The roads of Paris were empty
of people and all the windows on the buildings
were closed. This is how Paris showed its
disapproval.
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The short and tragic life of the Paris Commune

The mood in Paris in March 1871 was
different from that in September, 1870. The
capitulation was bitterly resented, but what
was unacceptable was the royalist majority
which appeared to threaten the existence of
the Republic. The decision to transfer the
seat of the new government to Versailles hurt
even more as it ended the centrality of Paris
to the politics of France, taken as granted
since 1789. The experience of Paris under the
Second Empire was far from happy. There
was repression and its municipal autonomy
was destroyed. The reorganization of the city
by Baron Haussmann changed the old Paris
with its new broad boulevards and grand
buildings. This reorganization was inspired
largely by the memory of the barricades during
frequent insurrections. The old faubourgs or
suburbs were receding as 20000 buildings
were demolished. New faubourgs appeared
in Montmartre, Belville, La Chapelle. The
imperial administration in Paris was hostile
to the migrant workers, the artisans and the
poor. Many contemporaries thought that the
Paris Commune was the revenge of the people
expelled from the city. On the other hand, the
late liberal phase of the Empire slowly allowed
political mobilisation. Between 1868 and 1870
there were 993 apparently apolitical meetings,
mostly in the new suburbs where the working
classdominated.In 1869 there were 165 Workers’
Associations, which also organised producers’
cooperatives. In 1869, nineteen women issued a
Manifesto demanding that women be given the
‘rights which belong to her as human beings’.
A Society for Affirming the Rights of Women
was set up in 1869. Republican newspapers
like Lanterne and La Marseillaise were gaining
in circulation. All these indicated a growing
radicalisation towards the closing years of the
Second Empire.

The insurrectionary temper of Paris was
palpable. The memory of the Commune of 1793
and the barricades of 1848 were still strong.
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The republicans went against Thiers as the
government stopped the wages of the National
guards; moratorium on rents and interests was
withdrawn. These were seen as frontal attacks
on the poor. Thiers knew it was crucial for his
government to control Paris and decided to
intervene. On March 18 government forces
marched to Monmartre to procure the cannons
and artillery kept there. They, however, faced
an aggressive crowd the moment they laid
their hands on the cannons. The crowd not
only snatched the cannons, but captured and
killed two generals. Women, contemporaries
reported, played a large role in the insurrection.
Even many of the hungry and tired soldiers
socialized with the people. The Proclamation
of the Commune followed. As Louise Michel,
a witness, described it, ‘there was a huge red
flag with a “Phrygian cap” on top of it...the
Proclamation was magnificent: it was not a
festival; it had all the dignity of a sacrifice.
Thiers withdrew his forces. Paris, led by the
Commune, once again confronted France. The
revolution was essentially a reassertion of the
centrality of Paris in France.

The elections for the Assembly, held on
March 26, returned an absolute majority of
republicans. Lisagaray, a contemporary, noted
the enthusiasm of the working class for the
elections. Among the elected members many
were inspired by socialism and belonged
to the International. Some followed Marx,
but Proudhon and Blanqui also had a large
following. The point to note is the ideological
heterogeneity among the members. If some
visualised a new socio-economic structure,
many did look back to a resurrection of the
Jacobin Republic of 1793.

The Commune lasted a mere 73 days. Thiers
started a new siege of Paris in April. The
Communards retaliated by arresting the
Archbishop of Paris, many priests and others.
But the attack of the Versailles government
and the siege led to acute economic difficulties.
Communes came up in Lyons, Marseilles,



Sainte Etienne and Toulouse, but did not last.
Paris was alone. Versailles forces captured a
few strategic points around Paris and attacked
on May 22. Paris witnessed the erection of old
style barricades, ready to give fight. However,
the forces of the Commune were hopelessly
inadequate. There was fighting around the
barricades, but they were unequal. There
were incidents of arson and many buildings
like the Hotel de Ville were seen burning. The
Communardskilled quite a few of their hostages
including Georges Darboy, the Archbishop
of Paris. But the army massacred the people.
The government circulated rumours about
‘Petroleuses’, who allegedly put the houses on
fire, though no clear evidence of this was found.
The fighting came to an end at the cemetery of
Le Pére Lachaise. The National Guard lost 200
at the last barricade there. The government
forces lost 1000 men, but between 20 and 30
thousand people were killed on the side of the
Commune. Indeed the week following May
22 came to be known as the ‘semaine sanglante’
(the Bloody Week). The short life of the
Commune and its dream of a new order ended
in a planned massacre. Between 1871 and 1875,
38,575 men, women and children were tried;
of them 10137 were found guilty; 13000 were
exiled of whom three thousand died during the
journey. The municipal council of Paris, it was
reported, paid for the burial of 17000 people
after the Bloody Week. While Paris burned
and a veritable massacre of the Communards
was executed by the government, the French
Revolution bid its adieu to history, Emile Zola
wrote in the Semaphor of Marseilles, “The killings
were atrocious...The soldiers brought to the
street an implacable justice...Dead bodies
were everywhere, decomposing with amazing
rapidity...Paris for six days remained a vast
cemetery.” The Times, London reported, * The
soldiers of Versailles shot, stabbed and ripped
open the bodies of men, women and children
taken prisoners...History has never seen
anything like this before’. To Louise Michel,
Paris had become ‘an immense slaughter
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house.” Those killed included Ferre, Jean
Baptiste Frangois, Louis Rossel, Raoul Rigault
and Varlin. Jules Valle, a Communard and
novelist, dedicated his novel, L'Insurge , ‘“To
all the victims of social injustice who take up
arms against the evil in the world, and who
formed under the flag of the Commune a great
federation of those who suffer’

The Commune : the leaders and their work:

The broad ideological division among the
members of the Commune was between the
old Jacobins and the new socialists, who were
followers of Proudhon, Blanqui and Marx.
Many of them were members of the Intenational.
There were even a few Freemasons. So far as
social composition was concerned, Theodor
Zeldin says that 65 were bourgeois or petit
bourgeois including professionals, 25 were
artisans. The French section of the International
initially had more followers of Proudhon; later
after a series of strikes in factories like Creusot,
Marx’s ideas won majority support. A brief look
at the ideology of some of the personnel would
reveal this diversity. Beslay( an industrialist
who shared his profits with the workers)
and Lefrancais were followers of Proudhon;
Delescluz, a journalist, and Pyat were Jacobins.
They resurrected the old Committee of Public
Safety. Jules Varlin( a book binder), Malon
and Frankel( a Marxist) were members of the
International; Vermorel declared himself to
be a socialist. Gustav Flourens( an eminent
professor) supported the Committee of Public
Safety; Babick, the artist, was a mystic; Regere,
a veterinary surgeon, was a Catholic. Assi was
a mechanic who fought with Garibaldi and
led a strike in the Creusot factory. There were
many followers of Hébert like Raoul Rigault(
nicknamed the professor), and Tridon, who
wrote in 1864, ‘The Revolution ...lies in the
entrails of the plebes, in the spokes of the
faubourgs, in the roar of the Sections, with
those obscure men...who were encouraging the
weak.” The Blanquists appropriated Hébert’s



dAUTUMN
ANNUAL

ideas. Even Hébert's paper La pére Duchesne
reappeared in March, 1870. In the old working
class districts, the echo of the old sans culottes
mentality was palpably felt. Gustav Courbet,
the artist, who played a significant part in the
political life of the Commune, found Paris
under the Commune to be ‘a beautiful dream’.
He formed the Artists’ Federation and issued
a Manifesto which called for equality and
freedom of expression.

The work of the Commune

The responsibility of running the Commune
was divided among the elected representatives.
Jourde (a bourgeois) and Varlin were in charge
of Finance. They acquitted themselves rather
well with skilful use of revenue and keeping
impeccable accounts. But the most glaring
failure was not to nationalize the Bank of
France, owing perhaps to the opposition of
the Proudhonists. The huge asset of about
3000 million Francs could have been used
to implement the socio-economic agenda of
the Commune. Engels later described this
failure as a major blunder. Theisz found that
the post offices were looted by the Versailles
government, but effectively revamped the
post and telegraph department. Camelinat,
in charge of the Mint, showed great skill in
bronze work to introduce new technology in
the production of coins. Treilhard, in charge of
relief, made it a right for the suffering people.
Leo Frankel, a working class man from Austria-
Hungary, was in charge of labour and sought
to introduce basic socialist reforms. He tried to
transform the capitalist system by bringing it
under the productive societies of the workers.
His main aim was to revive the trade unions
and to gradually bring various industries and
services under their control. Before the fall of
the Commune, 34 Chambres Syndicales acted as
the controllers of different industries. He set
up a commission to hand over the abandoned
factories and workshops to the workers. One
achievement was the stoppage of night work in

70

the bakeries. The collection of ‘fines” from the
workers in the workshops was stopped. The
widows of the workers killed in the war were
to be given pension. These should be seen as
honest attempts rather than achievements. Dr.
Vaillant, the head of the Education Commission,
introduced two technical schools for boys and
girls. ‘Integral education” as suggested by
Fourier was to be imparted. Education was
also sought to be secularized. Raoul Rigault
was in charge of general security or police
and organized it like it was under the Second
Empire. It was defective as violence and
repression were parts of it. But, on the whole,
law and order was maintained.

Women played an important role in both
the organization and the governance of the
Commune, though they still did not have the
vote. They were at the barricades, on the streets
fighting and caring for the wounded fighters.
Josephine Marchais, a washer woman was seen
picking up a gun on May 22 . Women activists
were seen as ‘“unnatural’ and ‘sinful’. Many
of them (like Marchais) were accused later as
Petroleuse or the women incendiaries who set
fire to houses after May 22. In April, Nathalie
Lemel, a bookbinder and Dimitrieff, a Russian
exile, founded “Women’s Union for the Defence
of Paris and the Care of the Wounded’. Andre
Leo, a writer, also joined the union. Women
demanded gender and wage equality, right of
divorce for women and professional education
for women. Louise Michel and Victorine
Brocher participated in and wrote about the
aggressive role of women on March 18, the day
of the insurrection. There is enough evidence of
contemporary perceptions about the courage,
sacrifice and activism of women. At the same
time the opponents of the Commune showered
a wealth of rhetoric to paint a totally negative
picture.

Socialist dawn or Jacobin dusk?

The Marxist interpretation saw the Commune
not as the last of the nineteenth century



revolutions, butas the harbinger of the twentieth
century socialist revolutions. In his Civil War in
France, Marx wrote, ‘On the dawn of March 18,
Paris arose to the thunderous burst of “Vive la
Commune”! ...The proletarians of Paris, amidst
the failures and treasons of the ruling classes,
have understood that the hour had struck for
them to save the situation by taking into their
own hands the direction of public affairs’. In
1891, Engels told a meeting of the International,
‘Do you want to know what [the dictatorship
of the proletariat] looks like? Look at the Paris
Commune. That was the dictatorship of the
Proletariat.” This led to the beginning of the
narrative of the Commune as a socialist one,
inspired largely by Marx. This was, however,
not the only narrative. Historians have pointed
out that the ideas of Blanqui and Proudhon also
played significant partinshaping the work of the
Commune. Others have noticed a resurrection
of the old Jacobin style of insurrectionary
politics; the memories of 1792-3 and of 1848
did not disappear. The dispossessed of the
Paris of Haussmann represented the new ‘sans
culottes’. For the Jacobins and the Blanquists
nostalgia for the constitution of 1793, for the
Jacobin dictatorship, for Hebert and Babeuf
reinforced a belief in the Commune of 1793.
While looking at the work of the Commune, we
have noted the heterogeneity of ideas among
the Communards and the complex interplay
of social and political interests, articulated in
many layers. Socialism provided the leaders,
but it was the old passion of the sans culottes
that gave the Commune its soldiers.

The socialist interpretation became prominent
because they were mostly the victims of
the relentless repression after the fall of the
Commune. After the pardon by the government
in 1880, thousands of exiles returned and
carefully nursed the memory of the Commune.
Most of them were of working class origin. The
Commune failed, but left behind a great legacy
of heroic resistance and martyrdom. Jules
Gesde founded the Parti Ouvriere Francaise by
declaring that it was necessary to “cut the cable
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which still anchors our workers in radical and
bourgeois-Jacobin waters’. The party paper,
L’égalité described the Commune in 1880 as a
‘working class revolution’. It also called upon
the workers to go to the Pére Lachaise cemetery to
pay their respects to the memory of the martyrs
of the Commune. The Mur de Federées at the
Cemetery emerged as the Commune’s site of
memory. In 1908 a marble plaque was dedicated
“To the Dead of the Commune, 21-28 May, 1871".
As late as 1936 the Popular Front government
in France honoured the memory of March 18
by organizing a march of 600000 people which
passed along the Pere Lachaise. International
socialism and later socialist countries honoured
the memory of the Commune as their own. It
may be relevant to note that Eugene Pottier,
a refugee from the Commune, wrote the
International (‘Arise ye prisoners of starvation,
Arise ye wretched of the earth’), later adopted
as the Anthem of the Second International in
1890. Dombrowski, a Pole joined the Commune
and became the commander-in-chief for a few
days. He was killed during the final assault by
the government forces.

While the socialist moment can hardly be
denied, the crucial role played by the ideas of
Proudhon and Blanqui in particular must also
be noted. The economic and social agenda
of the Commune bore testimony to all these
influences. It is necessary to note that the
memory of the Jacobin tradition haunted France
through the 19" century as seen in the repeated
attempts at staging revolutions. It was probably
the last stand of the long Jacobin tradition of
insurrectionary popular politics. This tradition
did look to the past, while socialism looked to
the future. It would not be wrong to understand
the Commune as both a beginning and an
end. At the same time,, the violent end of the
Commune facilitated the rapprochement of the
centrists, both republican and Orléanist which
represented the ruling coalition of the new
Third Republic. In a neoliberal world, inclining
towards right wing, when the memory popular
revolutions appear to have been subjected to
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erasure, it may not be pointless to remind us of
a history which was both the culmination and
the beginning of crucial political movements on
the world-historical stage.
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Remembering Uttara Chakraborty (1944-2020)

Benjamin Zachariah

met Uttara Chakraborty: I was a first-year

undergraduate at Presidency College,
and I had been invited to their flat in Salt
Lake by her husband, my teacher Subhas
Ranjan Chakraborty, who had decided that
the student who never handed in his tutorial
assignments, and turned up to class (when
he turned up at all) in his cricket whites after
early-morning practice, might actually make
a decent historian one day. To that end, it
might, he reasoned, be necessary to provide a
less formal environment for the discussion of
various themes of direct and indirect interest
to history and historians. And so I made my
first, apologetic, appearance in the book-lined
rooms that, more than thirty years later, remain
a place of peace and learning, of renewal and of
contemplation, and of fierce disagreements and
creative energies. Only now, in the thirty-first
year of my acquaintance with that space, there
will be a palpable absence: Uttara Chakraborty,
its presiding force in so unassuming and gentle
a manner that it was possible for the uninitiated
to miss the importance of her presence, will no
longer be there.

In the winter of 1990, Uttara Chakraborty
was not my teacher, though over time I have
learned much from her that was not formally
taught; at the time, she was teaching history
at Bethune College. The Chakrabortys kept a
more or less open house for students: there was
a principle of selection to audiences at home

Imust have been just about 18 when I first
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that I had apparently met, but I never worked
out — I often thought in later years that there
were several unworthies who had been granted
admission to their inner sanctum. With their
substantial private library being placed at our
disposal, they bore the resultant leakage of
books to the less conscience-troubled students
mostly with equanimity, and occasionally with
annoyance, if a particular favourite of theirs did
not return to the shelves. Not a few people who
had made academic careers by now discredited
themselves to me by being among the book-
thieves from the Chakraborty shelves — one
of the missing books was a history of cartoons
and early comic illustrations whose absence
was commented upon (and you know, if you're
reading this, you who have it — it’s not too late
to give it back).

Their conversations with me, and their
sometimes sharp but always well-reasoned
arguments with each other in my presence
were formative of entire worlds of learning.
This microcosm of scholarship became a refuge,
a training ground, and a home for me and for
several scholars after me — with a few before
me, as well: my introduction to that household
had been eased by the already-well-established
visiting rights of my then-companion, Sulagna
Roy. What was an academic beginning became
close, intimate, and eventually a chosen family:
Suranjan and Sunandan, their sons, both
younger than I am, are still a part of my circles,
and we have visited one another in several



continents and across several stages of our
respective lives: Sunandan and I sharing tales
of our lives and loves in a bar on the Lower East
Side as I waited to get the subway to Newark
airport, or Suranjan and I sitting in a Berlin
brewery’s back garden discussing accidental
careers.

Uttara Chakraborty will no longer be a part of
our gatherings, she will not visit me again in
Sheffield or Berlin, and we shall have to come
to terms with that. It's been a year since Uttaradi
passed on. On what she seemed to know was
her last evening, on the 28" of November last
year, she gathered her family to herself, her
husband and a few more in person, and her
sons electronically. Together, as the evening
gave way to night, those present sang and read
poems to one another and listened to their
favourite songs. Towards the early morning
of the 29th, she fell asleep; she awoke to some
discomfort, and then died. As we gathered
in different parts of the world in shock and
sorrow — I had morning visit that day from
a former student of mine, and hers, who I
seldom see, in Berlin — the enormity of our loss,
collectively and as individuals, came home to
us. I had to admit that we had taken her for
granted: through illnesses and ageing, her
intellectual energy, political engagements and
emotional commitments had shown no signs
of diminishing, and I suppose I had come to
see her as immortal. Perhaps that was because
when I entered her presence, I was still 18, or
I was 18 again, or a slightly more experienced
and sophisticated version of 18. But if I was 18,
at least in my active memory, how could she
die? She didn’t have that right. As we sat across
electronic and personal connections, me with
her son, or our collective student with me, and
a few thousand students and scholars whose
lives she had touched, now spread across the
world, we mourned alone together. I was 48;
and I had to at least begin to be conscious of my
own mortality.

That was a year ago, and mourning gives way
to remembrance, and to the appreciation of
what we had all had the privilege of sharing.
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We gathered in tens and twenties and thirties
and forties — twice — for memorial meetings and
collective remembering. Stories were told, old
connections re-established, and then we were
what we knew we were — friends connected
across generations. We don't now know
whether the connections will survive without
the strong force that bound us: we can only
hope.

The first act of transmuting mourning to
remembrance that I conducted was to write an
obituary, which appeared in the Statesman soon
after. Recounting her academic achievements
was a way of taking stock of her life and
making sense of our loss; and even as much of
what I wrote was about things I already knew,
putting them all together onto a cold page and
printing out my copy made her achievements
stand up and talk louder than she’d ever have
talked about them:

Uttara [Sen] entered Presidency College,
Calcutta as a history undergraduate in 1961.
Like many of her generation, she began to
teach after completing an MA degree, that
basic qualification for university teaching;
throughout her career she saw herself primarily
as a teacher. Her career began before there were
demands upon all academics to publish, which
freed them to only put their words in print
when they felt they had something to say. Yet
her research publications in a number of fields
were far from insubstantial, research for which
she found time, sources and inspiration from
the environment in which she taught and lived.
Given the demands of a more specialised age,
she might have been referred to as a historian
of women (and indeed, several women scholars
who might otherwise have not considered
careers in historical research were inspired
by her to do so), but that description would
do her less than justice. She published widely
on as diverse subjects as the archaeology of
Calcutta, 19" century women’s education,
early 20" century women revolutionaries, or
the local history of Bikrampur. In addition to
her interest in medieval Indian history, in the
worlds of Muslim women, and in the history
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of 19* century Bengal, she was a keen reader
of literature and a connoisseur of detective
fiction, all of which she would bring to bear
on her teaching. Her style was not geared to
traditional lectures alone, and could at times
be quite spontaneous: students remember her
whisking a group of them off to an archive
in order to find primary sources to debunk a
particularly pernicious argument. She was
also able to teach across the breadth of most
university history curricula.

It was this breadth of knowledge, combined
with a keen sense of the importance of chance
findings, that brought Uttara Chakraborty and
her research topics together, sometimes quite
serendipitously. One particular instance is
worth recounting here. Upon discovering that
the excavations to construct new buildings at
Bethune College, where she was teaching then,
had unearthed archaeological remains that
various interested parties wanted to (literally)
cover up so that the building work could
proceed, she intervened strenuously to save
the site, inviting journalists to take a look and
report on it. The stopping of the building and
the resultant excavations revealed a site from
the 7™ and 8™ centuries, which pushed back
the dates of Calcutta’s alleged ‘founding’ by
ten centuries. This resulted in a co-authored
publication (with S Biswas) modestly titled
‘Archaeology of Calcutta: Evidence from
Bethune College’, which appeared at the turn
of the last century. ‘Nineteenth century English
historians ... felt that Calcutta could not have
grown overnight’, she said in an interview a
few years later, understating her own role; but
the article is now a standard reference on the
subject, and an Archaeological Survey of India
excavation in the early years of the new century
at another site confirmed and elaborated on
those findings. In the history of scholarship, this
can illustrate the value of a general education in
history, such that no one is able to provide any
longer: both the educators and the educated
have not the depth required to turn their hands
and pens to subjects outside their narrow fields
of specialisation.

The detective fiction theme connected Uttaradi
to my father, in what was for them a regular
exchange of books, recommended reading,
and conversations about fictional detectives.
These were always beyond my capacity to
comprehend, butI listened to the conversations,
and occasionally picked out a book from their
discussions to read myself. My father still has
an unfinished bottle of gin in his bar cabinet,
which he says is Uttaradi’s bottle: she was the
only one in his circle who drank gin.

And it’s the hardest thing to describe, her quiet
and firm presence, her strong opinions, her
political commitment to argue a case because
the case had to be presented, not because she
expected to win. Her firmness at refusing to
collaborate with injustice, and her insistence on
defending a principle. And her ability to stand
by those she cared for, without losing sight of
a larger picture. Uttaradi took her social media
role seriously, sometimes pointing out that
denunciations of colleagues were often made
with jobs as rewards, that old ruling parties
had seamlessly given way to new ones who
shared many of the same personnel, or that a
cause was just despite the uncertain morality
of some of its supporters. She campaigned
against the vandalism of cutting down the old
tree at the gate of the old Presidency College
for the dubious benefit of a modern and wider
gateway. She knew a lost cause when she saw
one, but she knew the cause was not lost if it
had an afterlife. And she knew the difference
between a piece of writing and active political
organising. The many associations with which
she was associated are keenly aware of theirloss.
And through all her commitments to public life,
making sure there were biscuits with the tea,
soda with the whisky, and that Subhas cooked
the chicken on time, were details that were not
unimportant to her. And a gentle = fos 2z T
from her, even if we weren't sure things would
really be all right, was often enough for us to
greet the world, or the next few hours of our
existence, with joy and confidence.

<ttt
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No Glory, No Gold

Srinjoy Chowdhury

n Olympic gold medal is a lot like
Aa Nobel Prize, particularly in the

sciences. Yes, less than 800 Nobels
have been awarded in physics, chemistry,
medicine and economics, and there've been
over 5,000 Olympic gold medals. Most
laureates (Lawrence Bragg, Werner Heisenberg
and Paul Dirac are significant exceptions) are
often senior citizens, awarded after decades of
research while Olympians, except in perhaps,
sailing and equestrian events, are barely out
of college, or even, school. In Tokyo in 2021,
the oldest athlete (an equestrienne), was at
66, and older than many Nobel laureates, an
exception.

Only four scientists have been awarded the
Nobel twice, while a certain Michael Phelps has
23 gold medals and Mark Spitz, in comparison,
only nine. Whether it is a Nobel or an Olympic
gold medal, a truly great talent apart, it's about
opportunity, about resources. They're similar,
scientists and sportsmen; they need support,
whether it is the almighty dollar, the Renminbi
or the Yen. If Harvard's endowment is over $38
billion and its annual expenditure on research,
$1.12 billion, it's no surprise that nearly 150
Nobel laureates in the sciences are alumni or
have taught there. Yale's endowment is over
$29 billion, it's annual expenditure on research
is $951 million and expectedly, nearly 60 Yalies"
have won the Nobel in physics, chemistry,
medicine and economics.
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There were days when C.V. Raman, his
colleague K.S. Krishnan apart, toiled alone in
his laboratory in Madras. Today's laureates
are more often than not, leaders of teams,
often enormously well-funded-- the Harvard
and Yale research allocations (according to
a available figures) are just two examples--
which is why Venki Ramakrishnan, himself a
Nobel laureate, has criticized the awarding of
a Nobel to a maximum of three people. The
rules, he said, must be changed as it's a group
of researchers, working for years, who arrive at
a breakthrough. Ramakrishnan headed a group
at the LMB or the Laboratory of Molecular
Biology, in England. Two other scientists, also
awarded the Nobel that year for their work
on the ribosome, led groups of experts in
the United States and Israel. And there were
several, like Peter Moore, who could have been
awarded if the Nobel could be split four ways.

There are few, if any contemporary Olympic
gold medalists who've got to the podium
without any help, whether it's from the state
as with China and Cuba today, and the Soviet
Union and East Germany in the past, and
the universities in the United States with
staggeringly high budgets. The University
of Texas at Austin spends $307,000 on every
athlete, the University of Florida, $244,000
and the University of Kentucky, $223,000.
It's about talent spotting to begin with-- the
search for gifted children, particularly in sports



like gymnastics, it is about good nutrition,
medical facilities, coaching over the years, all
of which is prohibitively expensive. Behind
every gold medalist, it is said, there are a
million dollars, maybe more. And the results
are there: University of California at Berkeley
(endowment $5 billion) students and alumni
won 21 medals, including 12 golds, in the 2016
Rio Olympics and since 1920, 207! And Berkeley
isn't an exception: University of Southern
California (endowment $6 billion) students and
alumni have from the 1904 Summer Olympics
to the 2018 Winter Olympics have won 305
medals, including 142 golds! Sixty-six of their
students/alumni were in Tokyo, 47 were from
Berkeley and yes, 16 students/alumni and a
coach from that university with 150 Nobel
laureates: Harvard!

For years and years, India, recovering from two
centuries of colonial pillage, couldn't afford to
spend much on sports. A country that's fighting
off starvation can't spend money on training
athletes, was the argument. Yes, there are the
spectacular Kenyans and Ethiopians who
seem to come out of the high-altitude areas
and break every record in the middle-distance
and long-distance athletic events and one or
two other exceptions, but most gold medals
today dependent on how successful a country's
sporting machine is, whether it is in the private
sector or it is the state.

Which brings us to India, which has won
ten Olympic gold medals (including Neeraj
Chopra's in javelin in Tokyo) and if you're
generous, has nine Nobel laureates. Eight of the
gold medals were in hockey, mostly in the days
of glorious amateurism between 1928 and 1964
and in 1980, when many countries boycotted
the Moscow Olympics. Plus, Abhinav Bindra,
in shooting and he, was supported by his
father, who built for him, a range at home and
Chopra, in athletics, the Indian Army nurturing
his exceptional skills. It's not that there isn't any
talent, but if a huge chunk of your population
lives below the poverty line, and hundreds of
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millions aren't even middle-class, how much
harder is it, keeping in mind availability of
playing fields, nutrition, sports medicine and
training, to win anything, anywhere? That a few
have managed to do as well as they have, speaks
much about their ability and determination.
They were outsiders, from the outer reaches of
India, and silver medalist Mirabai Chanu from
Manipur, who collected firewood as a child and
Dipa Karmakar from Tripura, who came fourth
in the previous Olympics in gymnastics, a
sport where India has almost never done well,
are just two examples. If Leander Paes won a
bronze in 1996, ending India's barren years in
1984, 1988 and 1992, it is primarily because of
his talent and courage and the encouragement
he got from his father, an Olympic medalist,
not the sporting system.

That India is a force, though not quite like the
USA or China today in games like shooting,
where resources are a must (each rifle or pistol
is probably worth a fortune and then, there's
the small matter of ammunition), and also,
boxing, wrestling, weightlifting, archery and
badminton is an example of what the new
India can do. After Atlanta, there have been
medals and it is a sign that India has kept
aside resources for its athletes. The ministry
of youth affairs and sports' budget this year
is Rs 2596 crore: try dividing it though by 130
crore, India's population, though it's double the
Rs 1121 crore allocation ten years ago. It's still
0.074 per cent of the budget.

For more Olympic medals, our world being as
imperfect as it is, where the Union budget will
stay skewed-- think of expenditure on national
security and Covid-type emergencies-- a magic
bullet like profits from the National Lottery
as in Britain or the Orissa Model are options.
What Naveen Patnaik did for hockey could be
copied by other, wealthier states. If the states
can adopt a sport, so can the private sector with
greater intent: grassroots academies, especially
in forgotten India, will give young children
at least one chance. Of course, some states
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have generous sports budgets as well, but it's
nowhere near enough.

Private sector did you ask? There's isn't much
there either, though Tata Steel spends Rs 13-14
crore on sports annually and there's the Tata
Football and the Naval Tata Hockey academies.
Others like JSW (the Jindals), Geet Sethi's
OGQ and the Mittal Trust have been remarkable,
but there's too much talent, much of it below
radar, and still too little money to go around Yes,
you hear of foreign coaches, additional funds
for sports and more attention to athletes, very
different from a time in Munich in 1972 when
two wrestlers were on the brink of winning,
but the lack of training and importantly, a
doctor when one of them was injured, had them
missing out. What would PT Usha have done
if she had better facilities and she had to compete
with people of her ability in India? How
many more gold medals would India have
won if a well-oiled sporting machine was in
place?

It's the same with the Nobels. Leave aside
Rabindranath Tagore in 1913 and CV Raman
in 1930 and also, the Albanian-born Mother
Teresa; there's been only six in recent times,
five of them in the sciences. And all of them-
- Subrahmanyan Chandrasekhar, Hargovind
Khorana, Venki Ramakrishnan, Abhijit Banerjee
and Amartya Sen-- are/were part of prestigious
Western institutions, and all of them, Sen apart,
are/were not Indian citizens when the Nobel
happened. Yes, Kailash Sathyatri, who was
awarded the Peace Prize, is an Indian citizen.
Would any of the others been awarded the
Nobel if they had stayed in India? You can
make a case for Sen, but the others? Where are
the research facilities? Where is the funding?
The simple answer: it just isn't there.

Despite the lack of funds, two students of
Presidency College (now University)-- Sen
(who also taught there) and Banerjee-- are
Nobel laureates. Raman did go to Presidency

College, but in Madras, a quietly distant cousin.
How many more could there have been if the
facilities were there? Presidency's budget for
research must be a fraction of what is available
in many Western universities. Let's not even
talk about Presidency's sporting facilities.
Many top-notch Indian educational institutions
aren't very different.

The science and technology ministry's budget
is Rs 14,793 crore, not even 0.5 per cent of the
budget, though there are separate allocations by
the ministry of earth sciences and the Defence
Research and Development Organization. Yes,
the budget's almost double of what it was 10
years ago, about Rs 7544 crore, but there are still
few opportunities: Ramakrishnan left for the
United States after he couldn't get admission
to the Indian Institutes of Technology. It isn't
much better today. TIFR may be world-class; it
was set up in 1945!

Finally, it's what athletes, and not just gold
medalists, who are getting the crores of Rupees
they rightly deserve, can do after they've
retired. What can they look forward to after 30,
when all the adulation is a memory, when the
TV cameras have gone home? Ajit Wadekar, a
successful cricket captain, worked as a junior
officer in a bank. He had a Bajaj scooter. Many
sportsmen don't last very long: a muscle tear,
a broken bone and it's all over. What can an
athlete hope to do post retirement? There
were reports of S. Dung Dung, a hockey gold
medalist, having trouble making ends meet.
In the late 1980s, a young colleague and I were
walking out of office near central Kolkata's
Chittaranjan Avenue. Pointing to a gentleman
sitting in a shop selling motor parts, I said to
my colleague: "See that guy. He's the proprietor;
he's also an Olympic gold medalist." The
unamused reply I got was: "Aha! This is one of
your better jokes." It wasn't a joke though. We
were looking at Gurbux Singh, India's hockey
captain in 1968, and gold medalist in 1964.
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Succour to Yaas victims in the Sundarbans
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Felicitations to our
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Prasad Ranjan Roy

Physics 1965-68

Retired civil servant and occasional
author and editor

Anup Sinha
Economics 1969-74
Former Professor, IIM-Calcutta

Soumyendra Sikdar
Economics 1971-74
Former Professor, [IM-Calcutta

Jawhar Sircar
Political Science 1969-72
Retired Civil Servant
Member, Rajya Sabha

Rudrangshu Mukherjee
History 1969-72
Chancellor, Ashoka University

Subhas Ranjan Chakraborty
History 1960-66
Former Professor, Presidency College

Benjamin Zachariah

History 1990-93

Georg Eckert-Leibniz Institute

for Educational Media in Braunschweig

Srinjoy Chowdhury
Political Science 1980-83
Journalist

Partha Chattopadhyay
Political Science 1964-67
Sociologist

Manjubhash Mitra
Reader in Bengali 1999-2003
Poet & Author

Sabyasachi Deb
Former Professor, Presidency College
Poet & Author
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Sukriti Lahori
Bengali 1982-85
Academic & Theatre Personality

Yashodhara Ray Chaudhuri
Philosophy 1984-87
Principal AG, WB Kolkata

Pranab Sankar Mukhopadhyay
Economics 1956-62
Retired Civil Servant

Sourav Sarangi
Geology 1982-85
Filmmaker

Syed Tanveer Nasreen
History 1991-94

First Secretary (Culture)
Indian Embassy, Maldives

Biswarup Mukhopadhyay
Physics 1978-81
Professor, IISER, Kolkata

Sanhita Mukherjee
Geology 1996-2000
Former Public Servent. Author

Basabi Bandyopadhyay
Mathematics 1972-75
Social Worker

Sisir Chakrabarti
English 1967-70
Retired Banker, Author & Translator

Ranita Chatterjee
Bengali 2011-16
Journalist & Researcher

Joyjit Lahiri
History 1986-89
WBCS Officer & Songwriter
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Striving for Academic Excellence
' Shift - | Shift - Il ) ( Shift - 111 (BLM) )

Timing : 7:00 am to 1:30 pm (Monday to Friday)

BBA

(Hospital Mgmt.)

B.0PTH

BBA
(Travel & Tour)

Online: 6 pm-9 pm (Mon to Fri) weekly & On-Campus: 9 am-6 pm (Sat & Sun)

B.Sc B.Sc M.Sc
(Animation) (VFX) (Media Sc.)
M.Sc M.Sc
(Computer Sc.) | (Hotel Mamt.)
Sc

Timing : 2:00 pm to 8:30 pm (Monday to Friday)

B.Sc B.Sc
(Media Sc.) (Hotel Mgmt.)
B.Sc B.Sc
(Animation) {Computer Sc.)
(VFX) (Statistics)
BBA B.Sc
(Commerce) (Medical Instru.)

oot | MTTM|
(Data Analytics)
M. M.Sc
M.OPTM (Statistics)

B.Sc B.Sc
(Economics) (Animation)
—

E M Byepass, 93, Mukundapur Main Road, Kolkata - 700 099
Website: www.ims-cal.org | Email: imsbschool@gmail.com

Master of Philosophy (M.Phil - Management)

o255
TOLL © FREE: 6292234494

033-2426-4168 | 9007027585 | 7003196293
9831637683 | 9903079902 | 8910688040

B.Sc B.Sc
(EnviromentSc.) |  (Psychology)
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AUTUMN

WBMSCL

Serving the People

WEST BENGAL MEDICAL SERVICES
CORPORATION LIMITED

(Wholly Owned by the Government of West Bengal)

The key objectives of the Corporation are:-

+ Construction and maintenance of health facilities.
< Efficient procurement and supply of quality drugs to hospitals.
% Efficient procurement of medical equipment and maintenance of the same.

% Providing Facility Management Services at the newly built Multi/Super Speciality
Hospitals by providing manpower services of housekeeping, Hospital ward support,
security and scavenging.

: Registered Office :
Swasthya Sathi, Swasthya Bhawan Complex,
GN-29, Sector-V, Salt Lake, Kolkata — 700 091

033-40340300 (Phone) ® 033-40340400 (Fax)
inffo@wbmsc.gov.in ® www.wbmsc.gov.in
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Reclmmed 957 Hetrures of land with |

' plantation of 2.17 million saplings dunng

; 2018-19. Till March 31, 2019 a total of R
‘ around 98.18 million frees have been :NY
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Achieve Life Goals
with SeCUrity

Guaranteed
Addition

-

Money Back

+

Plan No.:863  UIN:512N343V01 Full Payout
on Maturity
(A Non-Linked, Non-Participating,
Individual, Savings, Life Insurance Plan)

@ Also Available Online
Salient Features :
@ Age eligibility: 90 days - Max 60 years

® Single Premium or Regular Premium Payment Mode
(Limited Premium Paying Term)

® Optional Riders available
® Special Premium Rates for Female Life

Maximum Guaranteed Additions @ ¥60/- per thousand Basic Sum Assured

£ Call Centre Services (022) 6827 6827

LIC/PRA/2021-22/40/Eng

LIC

For details, contact your Agent/Nearest LIC Branch/visit www.licindia.in or sreels oftad &rHT FrarH
SMS YOUR clTY NAME to 56767474 LIFE INSURANCE CORPORATION OF INDIA
Follow us : n u E:j ﬁl] LIC India Forever [ IRDAI Regn No.: 512 "{"4)' 'Pal Aﬂ}?ﬁ ,Saaéﬂ

BEWARE OF SPURIOUS PHONE CALLS AND FICTITIOUS / FRAUDULENT OFFERS, IRDAI is not invalved in activities ke seliing insurance policies, announcing bonus or investment of premiums. Public
receiving such phone calls are requested to lodge a police complaint. For more details on risk factors, terms and conditions, please read sales brochure carefully before conduding a sale.
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